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The Transatlantic Cable and its Transformative Impact.
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About the book

In"A Thread Across the Ocean,” John Steele Gordon masterfully weaves the
untold story of the transatlantic cable, atechnological marvel that forever
transformed communication between the continents and reshaped the very
fabric of society. As he delves into the ambitious endeavors of visionaries
and the challenges faced in the 19th century, Gordon explores themes of
innovation, perseverance, and the clash of human ambition against vast
natural obstacles. This gripping narrative not only captures the thrill of
invention and discovery but also reflects the profound impact that asingle
thread of wire had on connecting people and ideas across the globe, urging

readers to appreciate the invisible connections that bind us all.
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About the author

John Steele Gordon is an acclaimed American author and historian
renowned for hisinsightful explorations of economic and maritime history.
With adistinct writing style that combines meticul ous research with
engaging storytelling, Gordon has penned severa notable works that delve
into the intricacies of American history, particularly focusing on the
interplay between commerce, innovative engineering, and the expansion of
the nation. His expertise is often highlighted through his contributions to
various publications, where he shares his perspective on historical events
and their enduring impact. In"A Thread Across the Ocean," Gordon
examines the influential role of the transatlantic cable in shaping global
communication, showcasing histalent for illuminating profound historical

narratives while making complex subjects accessible to a broad readership.
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Chapter 1 Summary: 1." An Enterprise Worthy of This
Day of Great Things"

Thomas Nightingale, a prosperous figure in 18th century South Carolina,
exemplifies the age's entrepreneurial spirit. After arriving from Y orkshirein
the 1720s, he found success in various ventures, including the establishment
of the Newmarket Race Track and the importation of thoroughbred horses.
The booming rice and indigo trade contributed to his wealth, reinforced by
his purchase of pew number 101 in Charleston's prestigious St. Michael's
Church in 1760, symbolizing his elevated socia status. The deed for his pew
was dated unusually, reflecting the communication delays of the time, as

news of King George Il's death took weeks to reach Charleston.

This isolation underscored the slow pace of life during the colonial period,
where a journey across the Atlantic could take months, and communication
lagged far behind. Immigrants often departed with little hope of returning to
their homeland, making the New World a place of new beginnings and
lasting separations. The disconnect from Europe fostered a unique American

character, even as significant changes were brewing across the ocean.

The Industrial Revolution was quietly taking shape during Nightingale's
time. Advances like John Kay's flying shuttle and James Waitt's
revolutionary steam engine radically transformed production and

transportation. The steam engine's introduction sparked swift growth in
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manufacturing and the construction of railroads. Richard Trevithick and
Oliver Evans played pivotal rolesin making high-pressure steam engines,
enabling trains to carry goods and passengers rapidly and efficiently, leading

to an economic boom and the emerging middle class.

With the new wealth came a newfound lifestyle for many, as modern
conveniences and an array of consumer goods transformed everyday life.
The mid-19th century became an era of optimism, where social issues long
considered unsolvable began to be addressed. Political landscapes shifted as
the factory owners, a product of this era, gained power, showcasing the

triumph of the bourgeoisie over the traditional aristocracy.

In parallel, the field of communication was also evolving. Historically,
communication methods had been slow and cumbersome, but the
groundwork for the electric telegraph was being established through
significant scientific advancements. As early as the 18th century, pioneers
like Benjamin Franklin laid the foundation for electric communication. By
the 19th century, inventors like Samuel Morse introduced practical telegraph
systems, dramatically enhancing the speed and efficiency of information

transmission.
Morse's tel egraph changed the landscape of communication, allowing

messages to travel faster than ever before and significantly transforming

societal interactions. The development of submarine cables became the next
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frontier, leading to remarkabl e efforts by figures like Cyrus Field, who
aimed to connect the United States with Europe through an Atlantic cable.
Despite initial setbacks, his determination reflected a growing understanding
of the power of innovation and entrepreneurship in overcoming monumental

challenges.

Cyrus Field epitomized the entrepreneurial spirit of the mid-19th century.
Hisvision to lay atransatlantic telegraph cable was audacious and required
Immense resources, persistence, and collaboration. It brought together the
powers of science, technology, and capital in a unique synergy that pushed
the boundaries of what was considered possible. The significance of Field's
endeavor was not just in its immediate success but in its embodiment of a
new erawhere entrepreneurial thinking could drive monumental change,

shaping a connected world that would define the future.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The power of entrepreneurial spirit to drive monumental
change

Critical Interpretation: As you navigate your own journey through life,
consider the transformative potential of entrepreneurship exemplified
by Cyrus Field in his ambitious quest to lay the transatlantic telegraph
cable. His audacity and unwavering determination to connect
continents against overwhelming odds inspire you to embrace your
own dreams and pursue new ventures, regardless of the challenges
they may entail. Just as Field harnessed innovation and collaboration
to achieve what seemed impossible, you too can cultivate a mindset
that seeks opportunities for meaningful change in your life and your
community, ultimately pushing the boundaries of what is possible and

creating a lasting impact.
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Chapter 2 Summary: 2. CyrusField

In the formative years of the United States, a distinct pattern emerged in
which several families, particularly from New England, produced numerous
notable figures. Among these was Cyrus Field, born on November 30, 1819,
into the distinguished Field family. His lineage boasted remarkable
achievements, tracing back to Zechanah Field, who arrived in Americain
1629, and included hisfather, David Dudley Field, a New England minister
well-regarded for his preaching and historical writings. David Field was
described as the archetypal stern yet loving Puritan, instilling a deep

appreciation for education and moral integrity in his children.

Despite being less studious than his older siblings, Cyrus displayed a distinct
entrepreneurial spirit. At sixteen, he ventured to New Y ork City, where he
began an apprenticeship at A.T. Stewart’ s dry goods store, an experience that
honed his business acumen. New Y ork, at the time, was a bustling hub of
commerce, transforming rapidly due to events like the opening of the Erie
Canal, which solidified its status as America's predominant city. By the
mid-1800s, Field had successfully established his own paper and printing
supplies business, demonstrating a remarkabl e trajectory of growth,
culminating in a net worth exceeding $200,000 by the end of the 1840s.

Field’ s personal life flourished when he married Mary Stone in 1840, and his

family became part of the esteemed social fabric of New Y ork. His business

More Free Book %‘\


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb

acumen was not merely about profit; exemplifying integrity, he voluntarily
repaid the debts of a company he had previously acquired under favorable
terms. With a burgeoning reputation as a businessman and a desire for new
challenges, he traveled to South America with arenowned painter. Their
adventures led to extraordinary experiences, ultimately bringing back a
wealth of exotic specimens and forming lasting connections with nature and

culture.

In summary, Cyrus Field emerged as a pivotal figure whose entrepreneurial
endeavors, familial connections, and personal integrity significantly shaped
hislegacy. His story reflects not only the triumphs of an individual but also
the dynamic development of ayoung nation grappling with identity and
ambition. Through determination and opportunity, Field paved a path that
would culminate in his contributions to significant engineering projects,
emphasizing the transformative power of human ambition against the

backdrop of arapidly evolving society.

Key .
Aspects Details
Cyrus Field Born November 30, 1819, into the distinguished Field family.
Family Descended from Zechanah Field (1629 arrival) and David Dudley Field,
Background a respected New England minister.
Parental David Field instilled values of education and moral integrity; described
Influence as a stern yet loving Puritan.
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Less studious but entrepreneurial; apprenticed at A.T. Stewart’s dry
goods store at 16 in NYC.

Became a bustling commercial hub post-Erie Canal, allowing for
significant business opportunities.

Established a paper and printing supplies business; net worth exceeded
$200,000 by late 1840s.

Married Mary Stone in 1840; joined the esteemed social fabric of New
York.

Voluntarily repaid the debts of a previously acquired company,
showcasing moral responsibility.

Traveled to South America, gaining extraordinary experiences and
forming lasting connections with culture and nature.

Pivotal figure illustrating the dynamic development of a young nation,
contributing to significant engineering projects.



https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb

Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embrace entrepreneuria spirit and integrity.

Critical Interpretation: Cyrus Field's journey illustrates the profound
impact of an entrepreneurial spirit paired with unwavering integrity.
Asyou navigate your own life, let Field's example inspire you to
pursue your passions with vigor, recognizing that successis not solely
measured by wealth, but also by the ethical choices you make along
the way. Embrace challenges, seek opportunities for growth, and
remember that your reputation is built not just on what you achieve,
but on how you achieve it. Just as Field transformed his dreams into
reality, you, too, have the potential to shape your future through hard
work, innovative thinking, and a commitment to maintaining your

moral compass.
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Chapter 3: 3. Newfoundland

In New Y ork, Matthew Field, a civil engineer, encountered Frederick
Gisborne, aformer telegraph operator from Canada, at the Astor House.
Gisborne, who had ambitions to connect Newfoundland with the telegraph
network, highlighted the unique geographical advantage of Newfoundland
being the closest North American point to Europe, especialy St. John, its
capital, which was significantly closer to the British Islesthan New Y ork
City.

1. Bishop Bullock's Vision: Bishop J. T. Bullock was the first to
recognize the potential for telegraphy in Newfoundland. In aletter to the
local newspaper, he proposed atelegraph line from St. John's to Cape Ray,
coupled with a submarine cable to Cape Breton. Bullock's vision aimed to
enhance transatlantic communication substantially, allowing news to travel

more swiftly, ultimately benefiting Newfoundland economically.
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Chapter 4 Summary: 4." How Many Months? Let's Say
How Many Years'

In Chapter 4 of "A Thread Across the Ocean" by John Steele Gordon,
several significant developments set the stage for the ambitious endeavor to

lay the Atlantic cable.

1. Historical Context and Currency: The chapter begins by examining
the economic backdrop of the 19th century, noting how the British pound
dominated international trade, while the American dollar suffered from
instability due to the absence of a central bank. Thisfinancial context is
crucia for understanding the resources and manufacturing capabilities that

would support the cable project.

2. Early Adoption of Technology. The narrative unfolds ajourney,
beginning with the emergence of various technol ogies—steam power,
mechanization, and telegraphy—that were reshaping society and facilitating
faster communication and transportation. The mechanization of industries
led to the creation of a new class of wealthy factory owners, and a

burgeoning middle class emerged, fueling demand for innovations like the

telegraph.

3. CyrusField: The focus shifts to Cyrus Field, a pioneering

entrepreneur whose ambition and vision were instrumental to the project.
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Field's entrepreneurial spirit aligned with the zeitgeist of innovation and
progress that characterized the Industrial Revolution. The chapter details
how Field's background and drive captivated influential figures and

investors, forging essential partnerships necessary for the cable's success.

4. Failures and Per severance Previous falled attempts at laying

telegraph cables, including a disastrous first attempt across the Cabot Strait
in 1855, painted a backdrop of caution but did not deter Field and his
cohorts. Their perseverance highlighted the risky frontier of
telecommunication. The failures taught critical lessons about cable design,

technology, and the need for robust operational protocols.

5. Public and Palitical Sentiment: As anticipation built for the Atlantic
cable, public enthusiasm amplified, but skepticism persisted. The chapter
captures the interplay between triumph and failure, emphasizing how initial
excitement about the project also birthed cynicism when setbacks occurred.
Newspaper accounts and public opinion indicated that, despite enthusiasm, a

nagging doubt about the project's plausibility lingered.

6. Renewed Optimism and Financial Backing The narrative introduces
pivotal moments where Field galvanized renewed interest and secured
financial backing, often through political channels. He cultivated
relationships with key figures and garnered support for further attempts to

lay the cable, fueled by technological advancements and lessons learned
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from earlier failures.,

7. The Great Eastern: Field's interaction with the Great Eastern, a
groundbreaking vessel more than twice the size of previous ships, is
critically documented. The ship symbolizes both hope and technol ogical
prowess; its design held the promise of facilitating successful cable laying

across the turbulent Atlantic.

8. Spiersof Success and Setbacks After aquest for resources and
political favour, Field's next expedition encountered both technical and
environmental challenges. New machinery was tested under rigorous

conditions, alongside significant weather-related hurdles and human error.

9. Completion and L egacy: Amidst the trials, the chapter signals the
successful completion of the cable in 1866. It portrays the historic moment
not only as atechnological triumph but also as a catalyst for global

communication, linking nations in ways previously unimaginable.

Through a detailed narrative of the technological, social, and personal trials
faced by Cyrus Field, Gordon weaves arich account of ambition,
perseverance, and the relentless pursuit of progress amidst deep uncertainty.
The chapter concludes by recognizing how the successful completion of the
cable not only fulfilled Field's vision but also laid the groundwork for a

globally interconnected future.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Perseverance in the Face of Failure

Critical Interpretation: Chapter 4 illustrates Cyrus Field's unwavering
determination as he faced numerous failures while attempting to lay
the Atlantic cable. Thisjourney of resilience serves as a powerful
reminder to you that setbacks are not signs of defeat but opportunities
to learn and adapt. Each hurdle Field encountered taught him valuable
lessons, ultimately bringing him closer to hisgoal. In your own life,
embracing challenges and persevering despite obstacles can lead to
innovation and success. Like Field, when you push through difficulties
and remain committed to your ambitions, you not only carve a path
toward your dreams but also inspire others to follow their aspirations

with the same relentless spirit.
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Chapter 5 Summary: 5. Raising More Capital

In the endeavor to lay the Atlantic cable, Cyrus Field recognized the
untapped potential of the London money market for financing his ambitious
project. Proud of the funding raised by his company over the previous
decade, he sought to establish a British corporation to capitalize on the
financial support and political interests aligned with his venture. This move
marked a significant shift from traditional partnership structures, which had
limitations in capital pooling and management as their size increased. The
corporation emerged as a crucial organizational invention during the
Renaissance, with double-entry bookkeeping enhancing its viability by

allowing precise management of profits and expenses.

The concept of limited liability differentiates corporations from partnerships,
asin acorporation, investors risk only their initial investments rather than
their entire net worth. Thislegal status of a corporation as a"person”
allowed for broader participation in high-risk enterprises like long-distance
trade, while the complexity of establishing corporations historically involved
intensive political negotiations. Prominent chartered corporations, such as
the East India Company in Britain and the Dutch East India Company,
illustrated how joint-stock companies effectively facilitated exploration and
profit-making in the New World.

As Field recognized the significance of the Atlantic cable to the British
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government, he leveraged their strategic interest in enhancing
communication across their vast empire. This need was highlighted by their
successful collaboration with the French on a cable during the Crimean War,
demonstrating the advantages of rapid communication in managing distant
territories. Field's direct conversation with Lord Clarendon, the British
foreign secretary, led to an invitation to discuss the proposal in-depth,
ultimately resulting in governmental support that included ships and

financial commitments, significantly bolstering the cable project’ s prospects.

In an effort to raise necessary funds, Field established the Atlantic Telegraph
Company in London and embarked on a campaign to attract investors by
presenting detailed technical estimates and engineering endorsements,
including those from notable figures like Samuel Morse. Despite initial
skepticism and various unconventional suggestions for cable laying, Field's
unyielding enthusiasm drew interest, resulting in swift subscription of the
company's shares from various investors, including prominent American

bankers and even literary figures.

Upon returning to America, Field faced political challengesin securing a
similar level of governmental support for the project, as Congress was slow
to recognize the national benefits of the Atlantic cable amid growing
Anglophobia and internal political debates. Cyrus Field engaged in intensive
lobbying efforts to gain approval from Congress, despite the prevailing

reluctance among some politicians to allocate funds for a project perceived
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to benefit afew wealthy men.

Nevertheless, influential senators supported the endeavor, recognizing the
transformative potential of instantaneous communication. After arduous
negotiations, the proposed legislation ultimately passed, granting the same
government support that the British had offered, thus solidifying the
foundation needed to lay the cable.

With governmental surveys of the proposed cable route completed, the final
challenges lay in finalizing the design of the cable and ensuring its
production. Surveys had confirmed a favorable ocean floor for the cable,
revealing critical details about depth and seabed conditions necessary for the
engineering of a successful underwater cable. With substantial financing,
political backing, and the logistics of the project starting to align, Field was
one step closer to realizing his vision of connecting the continents through

the Atlantic cable.

Key Points Details

Cyrus Field aimed to tap into the London money market for financing

Funding the Atlantic cable project, shifting to a British corporation model for
Strategy . !

better capital pooling.
Corporation Corporations provide limited liability for investors, enhancing
VS. participation in high-risk ventures, unlike partnerships which require full
Partnership personal risk.
Historical Notable chartered corporations like the East India Company exemplified
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the successful use of joint-stock companies for exploration and profit.

Field leveraged British governmental interests in improved
communication, particularly after successful previous collaborations, to
secure support for the cable project.

Field established the Atlantic Telegraph Company in London, attracting
investors through technical estimates and endorsements, leading to
rapid share subscriptions.

Field faced political hurdles in the U.S., with Congress initially slow to
recognize the project’s benefits amidst growing anti-British sentiment.

Despite some opposition, influential senators supported the cable
project, leading to legislative approval and government backing similar
to that of Britain.

Surveys of the cable route confirmed favorable seabed conditions,
allowing progress towards cable design and production.

With financing, political support, and logistical plans in place, Field was
closer to connecting continents with the Atlantic cable.
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Chapter 6: 6. The First Cable

In the summer of 1857, Cyrus Field and the directors of the Atlantic
Telegraph Company were under pressure to lay the transatlantic cable
rapidly, driven both by the potential $140,000 annual government payments
and the intense public interest that surrounded the project. Recognized by
newspapers as a monumental undertaking, it was hoped to enhance
communication and even usher in an era of peace among nations. However,
this rush to completion led to critical decisions based on assumptions rather
than thorough experimental validation, marking Field's significant failure as

an entrepreneur.

The feasibility of the cable was based on earlier successes in telegraphy,
particularly Samuel Morse's demonstration of long-distance message

transmission. However, the realities of electricity's behavior in seawater
posed significant challenges that the team underestimated. The speed of

electrical transmission is not simply instantaneous: it is influenced by the
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Chapter 7 Summary: 8. Lightning Through Deep Waters

The chapter "Lightning Through Deep Waters' details the tumultuous
journey of the Atlantic Telegraph Company's second attempt to lay a cable
connecting Europe and America. After the earlier failure resulted in
widespread pessimism, the company's board was in despair. The chairman,
Sir William Brown, suggested liquidating the project, while the
vice-chairman, T. H. Brooking, resigned in light of the bleak prospects. In a
moment of determination, Cyrus Field rallied support, emphasizing that

enough resources remained to make another attempt.

1. Field' s Resilience: Despite setbacks, Field insisted on trying again,
arguing that valuable lessons had been learned from previous failures.
Support from colleagues Bright and Thomson helped pave the way to
securing approval from the board to proceed with the expedition.

2. Departure Amid Apathy: The fleet set sail from Queenstown on July 17 as
public sentiment remained dreary, with observers regarding the endeavor as
a"fool's errand." The widespread skepticism highlighted the impact of mass
media in shaping public opinion during this period.

3. Significant Developments: The expedition set sail into calm sea
conditions, and after numerous challenges, the ships Agamemnon and

Niagarareached their rendezvous point to begin the crucia process of
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splicing the cable. Despite fears and worries among the crew, they found a

renewed sense of hope.

4. Technical Challenges and Repairs: During the cable-laying process,
multiple crises emerged, including damaged cable and compass inaccuracies
due to magnetic interference. The teams worked diligently to address these

Issues in arace against time, showcasing their resilience and commitment.

5. The Completion of Landfall: The Niagara reached Trinity Bay on August
4, while the Agamemnon made landfall shortly thereafter. The sight of solid
ground was met with relief and excitement, marking the culmination of this

ambitious project.

6. Communication and Celebration: Initial communications were
successfully sent once the cables were landed. The responsive messages
between continents sparked immense public interest and jubilant
celebrations in both the U.S. and Britain, emphasizing the significance of

this communication breakthrough.

7. Struggles Post-Completion: Asinitial excitement waned, technical
difficulties surfaced with the cable, significantly reducing its functionality.
Public confidence plummeted with reports of malfunction and accusations

that the project was merely a scheme to deceive investors.
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8. Relentless Optimism: Amid the chaos, unwavering support continued for
Field, especially from his aly Peter Cooper, highlighting perseverance in the
face of adversity. They recognized the long-term potential of transatlantic

communication despite the immediate setbacks.

Ultimately, the chapter encapsul ates both the initial triumph of laying the
cable and the subsequent trials that put the future of this technological

marvel in jeopardy. It reflects on the interplay between hope and despair, the
transformative nature of technology, and the resilience of those involved in

this monumental endeavor.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embrace Resilience in the Face of Setbacks

Critical Interpretation: Imagine standing on the precipice of failure,
feeling the weight of skepticism pressing down around you, much like
Cyrus Field did amidst the despair of his peers. Y our heart races as the
thought of giving up flits through your mind, but then a spark ignites;
you remember that every setback carries the seeds of resilience and
hope. Just like Field, who refused to let previous failures define his
journey, you can take a deep breath and press forward, rallying
support from those who believe in your vision. This moment of
resolve transforms your perspective: failure is not the end; it's merely
a stepping stone. With each challenge you face, you have the power to
harness the lessons learned, transforming doubt into determination.
Picture yourself forging ahead, propelled by an unwavering
commitment to your goals, inspiring others around you to join in, just
as the teams worked tirelessly amid their adversity. By embracing
resilience, you not only pursue your ambitions but also create ripples

of hope in those who witness your journey.
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Chapter 8 Summary: 9. " Here'sthe Ship”

In"A Thread Across the Ocean" by John Steele Gordon, Chapter 8 delves
into the tumultuous journey of laying the Atlantic cable, afeat emblematic
of progress and innovation in the mid-nineteenth century. The narrative

follows the mounting challenges faced by Cyrus Field and others as they

endeavor to connect North America and Europe through an underwater

telegraph.

1. The Economics of the Era The financial backdrop reveals that the
success of the Atlantic cable was contingent not only on technological
prowess but also on international capital dynamics. During the mid-1800s,
Britain's economy dominated global trade, with the pound sterling acting as
the principal currency. By comparison, the American dollar lacked stability
due to the absence of a centralized banking system. The disparitiesin
currency values influenced the funding and execution of the cable project, as

British investors were pivotal in its financing.

2. Challenges of Isolation: The chapter articulates the profound isolation
experienced by North America from Europe in the eighteenth century,
underscoring the lengthy voyages where news could take months to cross the

Atlantic. The advent of the Atlantic cable was a solution to thisisolation,

heralding an age where instant communication would become the norm.
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3. Industrial Revolution: This period marked a significant shift in
energy and manufacturing processes, leading to the mechanization of
industries and the advent of railroads. Rail networks shrank distances
dramatically, further highlighting the urgency and importance of reliable
communications. The cable was seen as an essential component in uniting

the rapidly industrializing economies on both sides of the ocean.

4. CyrusField's Vision: Field emerges as a quintessential entrepreneur,
tirelessly promoting the necessity of the Atlantic cable. His conviction in its
importance and potential for economic growth helped draw together various
stakeholders, including engineers and investors, adeptly navigating the

numerous setbacks they encountered.

5. Technical Hurdles and Missteps The narrative describes several
attemptsto lay the cable and the technical failures that ensued. These
include challenges with cable design and significant operational mishaps
during the cable laying process, which were exacerbated by weather
conditions and human error. Each failed attempt provided valuable lessons,
underscoring the trial-and-error nature of innovation in this nascent

technology.
6. Public Reception and Media: Asthe project unfolded, public interest

surged. Newspapers on both sides of the Atlantic fueled excitement, leading

to aswell of optimism that often masked the project's uncertainties. The
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chapter captures the zeitgeist of the era, where such grand undertakings were

Seen as pivotal to human progress.

7. Success Amidst Setbacks Despite repeated failures, including storms
that wreaked havoc on laying efforts, the commitment to the project never
waned. Field's leadership and resilience played a critical role in regrouping

efforts, demonstrating the tenacity and faith of those involved.

8. Final Triumph: Ultimately, the successful laying of the transatlantic
cable marked a historical achievement, bridging continents and heralding a
new erain global communication. Theinitial successful communications
across the cable—though plagued by technical issues—Ilaid the groundwork

for future developments.

9. Legacy and L essons L ear ned: In observing the cable's
implementation, the chapter stresses the importance of adaptability and
learning in the face of adversity. It illustrates how, through persistence and

collaboration, dreams that once seemed fanciful were materialized into

concrete realities, showcasing the synergy of science and enterprise.

In conclusion, Chapter 8 of "A Thread Across the Ocean" illustrates the rich
tapestry of human endeavor, characterized by challenges, failures, and
ultimate triumphs in laying the Atlantic cable. It portrays an era of optimism

driven by innovation, the crucible of conflict, and the indomitable spirit of
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entrepreneurship embodied by figures like Cyrus Field. Through this
monumental effort, the world was forever atered, shrinking distances and

forging connections that resonate to this day.
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Chapter 9: 11. The Great Easter Looms All Glorious

In the mid-nineteenth century, the ambitious endeavor of laying the Atlantic
cable represented a critical intersection of American enterprise and British

technological prowess. Cyrus Field, an American businessman, emerged as

the primary advocate and driving force behind this project, culminating in

one of the greatest international undertakings of itstime.

1. The significance of currency in this ambitious venture cannot be
understated. During this period, Great Britain dominated the global
economy, with the pound sterling functioning as the primary currency in
international trade, while the U.S. dollar lacked widespread acceptance
abroad. The context of currency exchange laid the groundwork for the
financing of the cable project, significantly influenced by British investment

and technical expertise.

2. The project roots trace back to earlier telegraphic advancements.
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