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About the book

In "A Treasury of Deception," Michael Farquhar unveils a captivating

collection of history’s most astonishing tales of fraud, trickery, and

half-truths, revealing how deception has woven its intricate threads through

the tapestry of human experience. From ancient con artists to modern-day

scams, each story underscores the pervasive allure of lies and the

often-unbelievable lengths individuals will go to manipulate reality for

profit, power, or even amusement. As Farquhar deftly examines the

psychology behind these elaborate ruses, he invites readers to question the

very nature of truth and deception. Dive into this enthralling anthology,

where every page offers a new encounter with the art of the con, leaving you

both enlightened and entertained.
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About the author

Michael Farquhar is a notable author and journalist celebrated for his ability

to blend historical narratives with engaging storytelling. With a background

that includes serving as a senior editor at The Washington Post, Farquhar

possesses a keen eye for detail and a passion for uncovering the intriguing

and often overlooked facets of history. He has authored several acclaimed

works, with a focus on the captivating tales behind historical events and

figures. His books, including "A Treasury of Deception," reflect his

fascination with the nuances of truth and fabrication throughout time,

providing readers with a thought-provoking exploration of how deception

has shaped our understanding of the past.
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chapter 1 Summary: SUPER-DUPERS

The characters showcased in the first part of Michael Farquhar's "A Treasury

 of Deception" stand apart as "super-dupers"—individuals who have

masterfully employed deception with their unique techniques and flair. Their

stories reveal the intricacies of con artistry and how varying motivations

drive people to fabricate elaborate falsehoods.

1. Nostradamus, the renowned seer, emerges as a paradox. Despite being

hailed for his prophetic abilities and claiming a close relationship with King

Henri II, his failure to warn the king of impending doom showcases the

flaws in his mystique. Nostradamus's quatrains have been interpreted to

predict numerous historical calamities, from wars to disasters, through vague

and symbolic language. This ambiguity, as emphasized by skeptics, allows

hopeful believers to project their desires onto his prophecies, a testament to

the power of misinterpretation and faith in the face of uncertainty.

2. The tale of George Psalmanazar adds another layer to the concept of

deception. Arriving in London under the guise of a native from Formosa,

Psalmanazar spun intricate stories about a fictitious culture that captivated

audiences and gained him notoriety. His extravagant claims about

cannibalism and bizarre customs were bolstered by forged documents and an

unwavering commitment to his narrative, demonstrating the lengths to which

individuals will go for fame and validation.
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3. In the realm of showmanship, P.T. Barnum, dubbed the "Prince of

Humbugs," epitomizes the entertainment value of deception. He captivated

audiences with outrageous exhibits like the Feejee Mermaid and the

fabricated tales of Joice Heth, strategically manipulating public interest and

skepticism to his advantage. Barnum’s relentless pursuit of novelty

illustrates how entertainment and deception intertwine, revealing a society

eager for distraction amid rapid advancements in science and technology.

4. Oscar Hartzell's audacious con involving the fictional estate of Sir Francis

Drake illustrates the darker side of deception driven by greed. His crafted

narrative about being the rightful heir to a nonexistent fortune lured

thousands into his scheme, a vivid portrayal of how aspiration can blind

individuals to the absurdities of a scam. Hartzell's ability to maintain belief

among his followers, even in the face of legal consequences, showcases the

battleground of devotion versus reason in the human psyche.

5. Stanley Clifford Weyman, a quintessential imposter, skillfully donned

various identities to escape a mundane reality. His embrace of roles ranging

from a Romanian officer to a doctor showcases the thrill of deception and its

moral ambiguity. Weyman’s escapades highlight how personal

dissatisfaction can drive individuals to extraordinary mischief, ultimately

blending their idealized fantasies with real-world consequences.
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6. Finally, Vincent “the Chin” Gigante’s façade of madness underscores the

lengths individuals will go to protect their interests in the criminal

underworld. His act of feigned insanity deceived law enforcement, allowing

him to control the Genovese crime family undetected. Gigante’s ruse not

only speaks to the cunning required to navigate the criminal elite but also

reflects society's struggle to distinguish between the façade and reality,

further complicating the landscape of truth and credibility.

Throughout these accounts, the principles of deception are dissected,

revealing a rich tapestry of human ambition, belief, and the extraordinary

lengths to which people go to construct and maintain an illusion, ultimately

challenging our understanding of reality itself.
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chapter 2 Summary: ALL THE NEWS THAT’S
SLIPPED TO PRINT

Thomas Jefferson once remarked that “advertisements contain the only

 truths to be relied upon in a newspaper,” a sentiment that reflects a

deep-seated skepticism about media integrity. This skepticism is

underscored by a litany of fabricated stories throughout journalistic history,

one of the most notorious being the case of Janet Cooke.

1. In 1980, Cooke, a promising young reporter for The Washington Post,

penned a sensational front-page piece titled “Jimmy's World,” claiming to

expose the disturbing reality of an eight-year-old heroin addict. The vivid

depiction garnered public outrage and a Pulitzer Prize, only to be revealed as

a complete fabrication. The fallout was severe—Cooke's deception not only

resulted in the Pulitzer being revoked but also left a lasting stain on the

reputation of the Post, once revered for its investigative prowess during the

Watergate scandal.

2. Internal lapses in editorial scrutiny and unchecked ambition allowed

Cooke’s creative writing to slip past the rigorous standards expected at a

prestigious newspaper. Despite early indicators that the story might not be

true, the Post stood by it, highlighting the dangerous trust placed in reporters

by their editors. Eventually, the supposed child at the center of the article,

"Jimmy," turned out to be entirely fictional.
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3. Cooke’s rise to prominence was initially celebrated; she was seen as a

beacon of diversity and talent. However, her ambition led her to distort

reality, crafting a shocking narrative to gain recognition and accolades. The

heroic pursuit of truth in journalism became compromised when ambition

eclipsed ethics.

4. This incident is not an outlier but rather part of a broader pattern of

journalistic misconduct. Historical figures like Benjamin Franklin and

prominent authors like Edgar Allan Poe and Mark Twain also dabbled in

fabrication, albeit often with satirical intentions. Franklin’s absurdity-laden

hoax about a witch hunt in the 18th century sought to ridicule the

foolishness of superstition, while Poe's own moon adventure floundered

against an overwhelming rival tale from the New York Sun.

5. The coverage by the Sun in 1835 of purported lunar life captivated readers

with its detailed description of a fantastical world. This episodic narrative

revealed the vulnerabilities of readers to sensationalism—a theme that

repeats itself throughout journalistic history.

6. Similarly, in 1874, the New York Herald concocted a terrifying tale of

escaped zoo animals rampaging through the city, an exaggerated narrative

that exploited public fear and curiosity. Despite its outrageousness, many

were fooled, demonstrating the potent pull of sensational reporting.
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7. The case of the Chicago Times in 1875 serves as another cautionary tale,

illustrating the dangers of reporting fabrications as a method to provoke

change. The paper's false report of a devastating theater fire led to public

panic and tragic outcomes, sparking outrage and condemnation from peers.

8. Fast forward to the early 2000s, and the New York Times itself would find

its credibility challenged by reporter Jayson Blair, whose fabrications and

deceptions led to a significant scandal, revealing systemic flaws in oversight

and accountability within journalistic institutions.

9. Across these narratives, a recurring theme emerges: the ferocious pursuit

of sensational stories, often overshadowing the essential tenets of

truthfulness in journalism. Each fabricated account, whether intended for

satire, shock, or profit, reiterates the profound responsibilities of journalists

and the far-reaching impact of their words.

This examination of deception in journalism not only catalogues unfortunate

historical events but also serves as a critical reminder of the importance of

integrity within the media landscape, emphasizing the need for diligent

oversight and a commitment to factual reporting amidst relentless

competition for attention and acclaim.
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chapter 3: THE WARS OF THE RUSES

In the rich tapestry of military history, deception serves as a crucial strategy

that has shaped the outcomes of numerous conflicts. Sun-tzu, the renowned

Chinese military philosopher, articulated this principle over two millennia

ago, asserting that “All warfare is based on deception.” This timeless adage

resonates through the tales of cunning tactics employed in battlegrounds,

showcasing how intellect can outmaneuver brute strength.

1. One of the most famous instances of deception is the legendary Trojan

Horse, whereby Greek soldiers concealed within a wooden horse exploited

the faith of the Trojans, ultimately leading to the fall of the city. This story

underscores the significance of manipulating trust in warfare, a theme

echoed in various conflicts throughout history.

2. A striking example of extreme sacrifice for tactical advantage occurred in

the sixth century BC with the Persian commander Zopyrus. In a desperate

attempt to infiltrate and conquer Babylon, Zopyrus engaged in

self-mutilation, sacrificing his nose and ears to feign betrayal. His dramatic

transformation allowed him to gain the trust of Babylonian leaders and
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chapter 4 Summary: STATE-SPONSORED
DECEPTIONS

Throughout history, power dynamics have often led to widespread

 deception, with leaders employing various strategies to maintain control and

manipulate their citizens. Drawing from examples that span centuries, this

narrative elucidates the intricacies of state-sponsored deceptions and their

implications on society.

1. The Forged Document of the Donation of Constantine exemplifies early

manipulation at the highest echelons of power. Created during the Dark

Ages, it presented a falsified bequest from Emperor Constantine to the pope,

granting unprecedented authority and territorial rights. This deceit fortified

papal power, though its veracity was eventually unmasked in the 15th

century by Lorenzo Valla. His critique exposed how such fabrications

diverted the church from its spiritual responsibilities, instead rendering the

popes as temporal oppressors.

2. The intrigue among monarchs during the Renaissance led to elaborate

tactics, as exemplified by the schemes of Henry VIII, Francis I, and Charles

V. Their ostentatious displays at the Field of Cloth of Gold belied a seething

animosity, which culminated in secret alliances and betrayals that reshaped

European politics. Henry VIII, despite his initial overtures of camaraderie,

quickly conspired against Francis, revealing a landscape where appearances
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were often misleading and alliances were paper-thin.

3. Cardinal Richelieu's beneath-the-surface maneuvers during the 17th

century involved exploiting hysteria to eliminate Urban Grandier, a priest

who had publicly criticized him. Under the guise of a demonic possession

occurring within a convent, Richelieu orchestrated Grandier's trial and

execution for sorcery. This manipulation illustrated how high-ranking

officials could weaponize public fear to quash dissent and eliminate

adversaries.

4. In the 19th century, Otto von Bismarck orchestrated a conflict with France

to further Germany's unification. His keen awareness of public sentiment

and diplomatic finesse allowed him to artfully escalate tensions without

appearing as the aggressor. Bismarck’s manipulation of a telegram to

fabricate a diplomatic snub helped to ignite the Franco-Prussian War, which

ultimately laid the groundwork for a united German Empire.

5. Adolf Hitler’s regime epitomized the audacity of deceit in the 20th

century. His rise was marked by the audacious Beer Hall Putsch, where he

spun a failed coup into a narrative of heroism. Relying on both orchestrated

crises, such as the Reichstag fire, and outright fabrications, Hitler skillfully

manipulated public perception to consolidate his grip on power, even as he

embedded systemic anti-Semitism and hate into the fabric of German

society.
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6. Further atrocities were facilitated by the facade of peace, as seen in

Hitler's deceptive overtures to neighboring countries before launching his

aggressive campaigns. His duplicitous treaties demonstrated that the leader’s

promises were merely tools for manipulation, leading to historical calamities

that decimated nations and populations.

7. The chapter culminates in the exploration of the lies propagated by

modern political leaders, reflecting a continuum of deception across

generations. Examples of Grover Cleveland and Franklin D. Roosevelt

highlight how leaders carefully concealed their ailments and vulnerabilities

to maintain a facade of control and strength. The subsequent generations

witnessed more scandals and abuses, from John F. Kennedy’s infidelities to

the justifications for military actions seen in the Vietnam War.

Ultimately, this exploration of state-sponsored deceptions illustrates the

lengths to which leaders will go to secure and maintain power, often

leveraging elaborate lies and manipulations that deeply affect their nations

and reverberate through history. The legacy of such deceit continues to

challenge the relationship between governance and truth, urging vigilance in

the pursuit of accountability and transparency.
Example Key Points

Donation of
Constantine

A forgery granting power to the pope; exposed in the 15th century;
diverted church from spiritual duties.
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Example Key Points

Monarchs of
the
Renaissance

Deceptive alliances among Henry VIII, Francis I, and Charles V;
appearances of camaraderie masked underlying animosities.

Cardinal
Richelieu

Manipulated public hysteria to eliminate Urban Grandier by
orchestrating a trial for supposed demonic possession.

Otto von
Bismarck

Staged conflict with France for German unification; fabricated
diplomatic situations leading to the Franco-Prussian War.

Adolf Hitler Exploited failed coup and crises for power consolidation; embedded
anti-Semitism into society through manipulated public perception.

Hitler's
Deceptive
Treaties

Faced with false promises to neighboring countries leading to military
aggression, causing vast calamities.

Modern
Political
Leaders

Examples of deception through concealed vulnerabilities; Grover
Cleveland and FDR maintained facades of strength amid scandals.

Conclusion Explored continuum of deception in governance; legacy remains a
challenge to accountability and truth.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of vigilance in the pursuit of truth

Critical Interpretation: As you navigate the complexities of modern

life, remember that the lessons of history highlight the crucial role of

vigilance in the pursuit of truth and transparency. The chapter reminds

you that manipulation and deception often lurk beneath the surface of

power dynamics, urging you to question narratives, seek

accountability, and critically evaluate the actions and motives of those

in authority. Embracing this mindset in your daily life empowers you

to make informed decisions, champion authenticity, and ensure that

you do not become a passive participant in a cycle of deception. Just

as Lorenzo Valla exposed the lies of the Donation of Constantine, your

courage to challenge misinformation can create ripples of clarity and

truth in your community, fostering a more just and transparent society.
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chapter 5 Summary: SCIENCE FICTIONS

The exploration of deception throughout history reveals a troubling pattern

 whereby the pursuit of truth can be overshadowed by fraud and

misinformation. This chapter from "A Treasury of Deception" by Michael

Farquhar delves into several notorious examples of scientific deception,

illustrating how easily the desire for recognition and the thrill of discovery

can lead individuals down paths of falsification and fraudulence. 

1. The Piltdown Man Hoax: An archeological sensation in early

20th-century England, Piltdown Man was presented as the missing link

between apes and humans upon its discovery by amateur archeologist

Charles Dawson in 1913. Despite initial acclaim from the scientific

community, skeptics like Gerrit S. Miller noted inconsistencies between the

skull fragments and jawbone. Dawson's claims continued to stifle dissent

until the true origin of the remains was uncovered in the 1950s—revealing

Piltdown Man to be a fabricated assembly of an orangutan's jaw processed to

mimic human characteristics. This monumental fraud not only misled

scientists for decades but also set back the field of paleontology

considerably.

2. The Mary Tofts Rabbit Incident: In 1726, Mary Tofts claimed to have

given birth to bunnies in a bizarre case that captured the attention of Britain,

including King George I. The endorsement by respected physicians, such as
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court surgeon Nathanael St. André, initially lent credibility to her assertions.

It was only after further scrutiny and subsequent confession that the

truth—that she had faked her deliveries by implanting rabbits—was

revealed, turning her story into an embarrassing episode for the medical

community of the time.

3. Beringer’s Fraudulent Fossils: Johann Beringer, an academic with

aspirations for glory, became ensnared in a hoax involving rocks that

appeared to bear intricate carvings of animals and letters. Initially convinced

that his discovery was divine, Beringer failed to recognize the work of his

colleagues who had planted the stones to mock his presumptuousness. His

subsequent publication only served to solidify his humiliation when he

eventually recognized the charade.

4. Keely’s Perpetual Motion Machine: The allure of perpetual motion

captured public imagination through John Worrell Keely's elaborate

deception, wherein he promised an engine fueled by merely a quart of water.

Despite scientific critique and eventual uncovering of his techniques relying

on compressed air, Keely managed to sustain this illusion until his death in

1898, exemplifying the gullibility of investors and the far-reaching effects of

deception.

5. Dr. Albert Abrams and Quackery's High Profile: In the 1920s, Dr. Abrams

introduced two fraudulent medical devices claiming to diagnose and treat

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


ailments through nonsensical concepts of vibratory frequencies. Despite

evidence of their deception, Abrams's devices gained popularity, further

illustrating how charisma and false claims can undermine genuine scientific

inquiry and patient safety.

6. The Tasaday Tribe Hoax: In the 1970s, claims of a Stone Age tribe

untouched by civilization sparked international intrigue. However, upon

revisitation, the supposed primitive tribe was found living in modern

conditions, revealing a conspiracy led by Manuel Elizalde Jr. to exploit the

region's resources, thus highlighting the intersection of political exploitation

and fabricated cultural narratives.

7. Clonaid and Human Cloning Claims: The alleged cloning of a human

named Eve by Clonaid in the early 2000s sparked widespread media frenzy,

yet the company's refusal to provide verifiable evidence cast significant

doubt on the integrity of their claims. Tied to a controversial cult, Clonaid's

story reflects the ongoing challenges of discerning truth in an era of rapid

scientific advancement, particularly when sensationalism overshadows

empirical validation. 

The narratives presented in this chapter underscore a recurrent theme: the

pursuit of recognition and the complex interplay between ambition and

ethics can lead to significant distortions in truth. Each case serves as a

cautionary tale, reminding us of the potential consequences of deception and
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the imperative necessity for rigorous skepticism in the face of extraordinary

claims.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Importance of Skepticism in the Pursuit of Truth

Critical Interpretation: In your quest for knowledge and

understanding, let the tales of deception serve as a steadfast reminder:

never accept extraordinary claims at face value. As you navigate

through life's myriad of information, nurture a healthy

skepticism—question motives, seek evidence, and refrain from being

swayed by charisma alone. This approach will empower you to

separate fact from fiction and anchor your beliefs in reality, fostering a

more profound and genuine understanding of the world around you.

By doing so, you not only protect yourself from deception but also

contribute to a culture that values truth, encouraging others to tread

thoughtfully in their own pursuits.
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chapter 6: FANTASTIC FORGERIES AND LITERARY
FRAUDS

In the exploration of fantastic forgeries and literary frauds, the chapter

unfurls a tapestry of human creativity intertwined with deception,

showcasing history's most audacious fakes across diverse genres and epochs.

The narrative weaves between the realms of art, literature, archaeology, and

crime, illustrating the lengths individuals are willing to go to fabricate the

extraordinary.

1. <strong>Shrouding the Truth</strong>: The chapter opens with the

medieval fascination for relics, highlighting the Shroud of Turin as a prime

example of religious deception. Initially presented as the burial cloth of

Jesus, scientific scrutiny has unearthed evidence of its origins in the 14th

century. Despite carbon dating confirming its medieval creation, belief in its

divine authenticity endures, prompting debates on faith versus scientific

evidence. Joe Nickell's investigation reveals the medieval techniques capable

of replicating such relics, blending skepticism with the allure of faith.

2. <strong>To Be ... Or Not to Be the Bard</strong>: The narrative takes a
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chapter 7 Summary: THE DEADLIEST LIES EVER
TOLD

In "A Treasury of Deception," Chapter 7 presents a profound exploration of

 falsehoods that have inflicted immense suffering across history. The text

showcases several malignant lies, illustrating how they have birthed entire

legends that, while rooted in deception, have had devastating real-world

consequences. Among these, the chapter identifies four principal historical

deceptions that reveal the destructive power of lies.

1. The Blood Libel, originating with the tragic story of William, a

twelve-year-old boy found murdered in 1144 England, exemplifies how a

singular fabricated account led to centuries of persecution against Jews.

Thomas of Monmouth, a fervent monk, escalated the narrative of William's

alleged ritual sacrifice at the hands of Jews, a tale that triggered widespread

belief in the Blood Libel. This malignant myth persisted for centuries,

casting a shadow of suspicion and instigating violence against Jewish

communities, significantly influencing figures like Martin Luther and Adolf

Hitler.

2. The Protocols of the Elders of Zion serves as a chilling example of a

fabricated document that presented Jews as aspiring world dominators.

Conceived in the early 20th century as a tsarist propaganda effort, it was

utilized to justify antisemitism and pogroms across Europe. The text
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highlights how influential figures, including Adolf Hitler and American

industrialist Henry Ford, propagated this conspiracy theory, further

entrenching its malignant reach within the psyche of several societies.

3. The witch hunts that engulfed Europe, particularly in the late 16th and

early 17th centuries, represent another grotesque manifestation of deception.

In an era marked by misogyny and superstition, countless men and women

became victims of the witchcraze, accused of consorting with the devil

without any significant evidence. Historical instances of brutal torture and

execution reveal the extent of fear and hysteria that transformed the

landscape of Europe, resulting in a massacre that surpassed any

contemporary conflict.

4. Political deception, particularly embodied in the actions of figures like

Joseph Stalin, exemplifies the repressive nature of ideological lies. Stalin

maintained an image as a benevolent leader while orchestrating mass purges

and famines that claimed millions of lives. His regime's propaganda

cultivated an aura of infallibility around him, masking the brutal realities of

suffering he inflicted upon his own citizens. The chapter outlines how Stalin

manipulated truth to maintain power, leading to the disintegration of societal

structures and the impetus for conflict during pivotal historical moments.

The narratives woven throughout this chapter serve not only as historical

accounts but also as cautionary tales, illuminating the perils of deception that
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can lead to societal upheaval and widespread suffering. The exploration of

these deadly lies reveals the complexities of human nature that often

facilitate the acceptance of falsehoods, urging the reader to consider the

precariousness of truth in shaping our world. In essence, the chapter

underscores a timeless lesson: lies can take root and flourish, often leading

to catastrophes that resonate throughout history.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Critical Thinking

Key Point: The enduring impact of historical deception on society

Critical Interpretation: As you reflect on the realities illustrated in

Chapter 7 of 'A Treasury of Deception,' allow yourself to contemplate

the profound significance of truth in your own life. Just as the

malignant lies discussed have sowed deep-seated mistrust and

violence across history, recognize the power your words and beliefs

hold in shaping the world around you. When confronted with the

temptation to ignore the truth for convenience or self-gain, remember

the destructive legacies of these historical falsehoods. Instead, strive to

cultivate honesty in your interactions, acknowledging that your

commitment to truth can contribute to a culture of understanding and

compassion. Embrace the courage to challenge lies — big and small

— for you possess the ability to be an agent of change, steering your

community away from the shadows of deceit and towards the light of

knowledge and unity.
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chapter 8 Summary: ESCAPES HATCHED

The human spirit has long demonstrated an extraordinary resistance to

 confinement, a quality often showcased through clever escapes throughout

history. Deception frequently played a critical role in these daring endeavors.

Numerous escapades, documented by ancient writers like Polyaenus, reveal

the extent of human ingenuity and resourcefulness in the face of captivity. 

1. One of the most notable acts of cunning involved Amphiretus the

Acanthian, who was captured by pirates and held for ransom on Lemnos. To

deceive his captors into believing he was gravely ill, he ingested a mixture

that gave a red tint to his stools. This ploy led the pirates to allow him some

freedom outside of captivity, from where he ultimately escaped during the

night, securing passage back to his homeland.

2. In another tale from antiquity, Lachares escaped captivity in Athens by

disguising himself as a slave, quickly tossing coins behind him to distract

pursuing guards, allowing him to ride away unhindered.

3. The Tower of London, notorious for housing illustrious prisoners,

witnessed a remarkable escape engineered by Lady Winifred Nithsdale in

1716. With her husband, the Earl of Nithsdale, sentenced to death, she

utilized her access to him and the guards’ inattentiveness to devise an

elaborate ruse. After disguising her husband in women’s attire, she
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orchestrated a diversion involving fellow accomplices that enabled them to

slip past the guards undetected, ultimately leading to their escape to Rome.

4. The plight of escaping slavery is epitomized by Henry Box Brown, who

devised a bold plan to mail himself to freedom. After enduring unimaginable

hardships when his family was sold away, he enlisted friends to create a box

barely large enough to contain him, and had himself shipped from Richmond

to Philadelphia. Though he faced numerous near-fatal mishaps, he ultimately

emerged free, though the shadow of the Fugitive Slave Act later forced him

to flee to Britain.

5. The Gallipoli campaign during World War I, initially marred by heavy

losses, concluded with an extraordinary escape. Allied soldiers, against

overwhelming odds, executed a meticulously planned evacuation under the

guise of normalcy. Distractions like campfires and fake activities masked the

silent retreat of troops, allowing for the successful escape of over one

hundred thousand soldiers without enemy detection.

6. The notorious Colditz Castle, deemed escape-proof by the Nazis, became

a hotspot for audacious escape attempts by Allied officers. They ingeniously

utilized whatever materials they could find or smuggled in to fashion

disguises, maps, and even a makeshift glider. Various tactics were employed,

including subterfuge and ingenious forgeries that allowed groups of men to

slip past guards after carefully crafted preparations.
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7. One of the more daring escape attempts involved Lieutenant Mike

Sinclair impersonating a senior German officer to mislead sentinels at the

castle's gates. Although the operation ultimately failed due to an unexpected

check on his identification, it epitomized the relentless spirit of the prisoners

who remained undeterred by the numerous obstacles they faced in their

quest for freedom. 

These rich narratives underscore humanity's unfailing pursuit of liberty,

marked by courage, creativity, and an unyielding desire to break free from

the bonds of confinement. Each account serves as a testament to the

remarkable lengths individuals will go to reclaim their freedom,

demonstrating that even in the darkest situations, the human spirit can find a

way to triumph against the odds.
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chapter 9: GOTCHA!

In this chapter from "A Treasury of Deception" by Michael Farquhar, the

author explores a series of extraordinary pranks that demonstrate the creative

and sometimes whimsical side of human deception. These historical hoaxes

serve as reminders that not all deceit is motivated by malice; many arise

merely from a desire for amusement or to observe the folly of others.

1. The first notable deception centers around Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and

the Cottingley fairies. In 1917, two young girls, Elsie Wright and Frances

Griffiths, created a compelling series of photographs that purported to show

real fairies. Doyle, who was increasingly drawn to the supernatural in his

later years, became captivated, writing extensively about the images. It took

decades before the girls admitted that the fairies were merely paper cutouts

suspended by pins. This episode serves to illustrate how even the most

revered figures can fall prey to foolishness when swayed by their beliefs.

2. Another fascinating prank involved a carpenter named Lozier in 1824,

who convinced residents of Manhattan that the island was at risk of splitting

in half. Under the guise of a civic emergency, he set into motion a plan to
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Best Quotes from A Treasury Of Deception by Michael
Farquhar with Page Numbers

chapter 1 | Quotes from pages 22-36

1. "Those who are desperate to believe can then cram into them an almost infinite

amount of meaning and truth."

2. "The trick, perhaps best articulated by noted debunker James 'The Amazing' Randi, is

to make lots of pronouncements, cage them in ambiguous language, and use as much

symbolism and allegory as possible."

3. "Amazingly enough, the money kept coming, in ever increasing amounts."

4. "America presupposes an optimistic view of itself and life’s possibilities, especially

the possibility of getting rich."

5. "In a world of illusions, those who create convincing narratives harness the power of

belief."

6. "Hartzell was creating theater, a believable yet entirely illusory world, and he

plucked its dominant imaginative fabric—the contingency, the chance event—from the

air around him."

7. "Absurdly difficult to disprove, hence its genius."

8. "He had discovered a great way to keep the law away."

9. "There’s a sucker born every minute."

10. "The whole deal would have been fixed up by now if it weren’t for that bunch of

racketeers they sent over from Washington."

chapter 2 | Quotes from pages 37-57
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1. ‘Jimmy’s World’ was in essence a fabrication.

2. Journalism is a noble profession but it can also attract the most ambitious

and the untruthful.

3. He was consumed by blind and raw ambition.

4. The jugular of journalism lay exposed—the faith an editor has to place in

a reporter.

5. I believed it, we published it. Official questions had been raised, but we

stood by the story and her.

6. Today, in facing up to the truth, I have submitted my resignation.

7. We at this newspaper feel at once angry, chagrined, misused ourselves.

8. One of these episodes is one too many.

9. The whole fabricated story began to crumble.

10. We are determined to maintain and honor the highest standards of

straight and fair reporting.

chapter 3 | Quotes from pages 58-71

1. All warfare is based on deception.

2. His plan to defeat the enemy was to become one of them.

3. Know enemy, know self; one hundred battles, one hundred victories.

4. I determined to see if anything could be accomplished by negotiations.

5. And now, I declare, my coming will be gain to you, but loss—and that the

severest—to Darius and his army.

6. In warfare, truth is so precious that she should always be attended by a bodyguard of

lies.
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7. The boldest game of bluff on record... for cool audacity, it excels all history or

imagination.

8. It was a simple ploy, but it was enough to fool the Union commander.

9. Let them speculate. We are content to wait on events.

10. The Germans appear to expect landings elsewhere.
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chapter 4 | Quotes from pages 72-101

1. A wise ruler cannot and should not keep his word when such an observance of faith

would be to his disadvantage.

2. He who has known best how to employ the fox has succeeded best.

3. To correspond to our own empire and so that the supreme pontifical authority may

not be dishonored by a temporal ruler in Rome, 'Constantine' supposedly gave the pope

and his successors… that city, 'but all the provinces, districts, and cities of Italy and the

Western regions.'

4. The aim of the King of England is as incomprehensible as the causes by which he is

moved are futile.

5. Certainty of the debt that he has had to repay to his nation requires the greatest

energy.

6. Henry agrees with Wolsey’s plan that he should be sent to Calais under color of

hearing the grievances of both parties.

7. History allows us to see the ease with which the populace can fall victim to fraud.

8. A long period of peace would not do us any good.

9. The victor will not be asked afterward whether he told the truth or not.

10. Which being done, to be led to the public courtyard of Sainte-Croix of that town, to

be tied to a stake on a pile of wood... and there his body to be burned alive.

chapter 5 | Quotes from pages 102-114

1. Seekers of the truth follow the rigid requirements of the Scientific Method.

2. Through the ages, their deceptions have sometimes stalled human progress—or at
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least made a mockery of it.

3. The prospect of fame, sure to accompany such an amazing discovery,

intoxicated Beringer to such an extent that he ignored other, far more

rational explanations.

4. One scientist called it 'the most troubled chapter' in the study of man’s

origins.

5. The deception 'was nothing short of despicable,' an ugly trick played by a

warped and unscrupulous mind on unsuspecting scholars.

6. He gushed, 'God, the Father of Nature, would fill our minds with His

praises and perfections radiating from these wondrous effects...'

7. Order and method have proven that clarity can emerge from chaos.

8. Just as characters in fiction can highlight truths about humanity, so too

can history teach us about the nature of belief and deception.

9. A humble spirit is essential for genuine scientific progress.

10. In the relentless pursuit of knowledge, one must always guard against the

seduction of glory over the truth.

chapter 6 | Quotes from pages 115-135

1. "Man’s capacity to create has many expressions."

2. "A powerful need to believe has obscured even scientific certainty."

3. "A clever forger does not necessarily make a compelling playwright."

4. "Even the most brilliant forgeries lack something essential, like the soul of a master."

5. "It is unbelievable that it fooled me."

6. "A truly great forgery requires the soul of a master."
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7. "What if all the medieval hucksters who claimed to have a piece of the true cross

really did?"

8. "The opportunity to have him on the record for a sanctioned book was

enough to prompt a publishing feeding frenzy."

9. "Even an angry phone call from Howard Hughes himself failed to raise

red flags."

10. "I have lived a full and, perhaps, what may seem like a strange

life—even to myself."
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chapter 7 | Quotes from pages 136-175

1. Evil thrives on lies, the most malignant of which have metastasized throughout

nations—even the world—with devastating consequences.

2. A fuller account would, sadly, occupy volumes.

3. And to think it all flowed from one stupid little story.

4. People who pretend to save the Czech nation actually poison it with base,

incongruent lies and ignorance.

5. The very essence of womanhood was transformed into something evil during the

witchcraze.

6. All witchcraft comes from carnal lust, which in women is insatiable.

7. The witchcraze was the greatest mass killing of people by people not caused by war.

8. People always have been and they always will be stupid victims of deceit and

self-deception in politics.

9. It makes a worse impression than it did in 1933.

10. History has rendered its verdict on the great lie that once threatened to take over the

globe.

chapter 8 | Quotes from pages 175-187

1. The human spirit’s resistance to confinement has been manifested over time by the

remarkable ingenuity and determination people have used to overcome it.

2. Concerned that they would be robbed of their expected ransom money if Amphiretus

died, the pirates released him from close confinement and allowed him to exercise

outside in the hope that this might restore his health.
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3. Deception was a key element in many of history’s greatest escapes.

4. My cry was soon heard, for I could hear a man saying to another, that he

had traveled a long way and had been standing there two hours, and he

would like to get somewhere to sit down.

5. I resolved to submit to the will of God, and under the influence of that

impression, I lifted my soul in prayer to God, who alone, was able to deliver

me.

6. Even if it did fail, “it would still make a damn good story.”

7. The resourcefulness of the officers was extraordinary. Almost any

available item became a tool of escape.

8. Whatever obstacles stood in their way, these individuals crafted their own

paths to freedom.

9. Everything was set; all that was needed now was an incredible amount of

good luck.

10. Determined to escape, they turned their confinement into opportunities

for creativity and innovation.

chapter 9 | Quotes from pages 187-197

1. "What fools these mortals be!" —WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE, A Midsummer

Night’s Dream.

2. "And what a joy is in the complete abandon of [the fairies’] little graceful figures as

they let themselves go in the dance!"

3. "It has long seemed to me, that Sir Arthur’s mentality is much more that of Watson

than it is of Holmes."
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4. "Copy the joke and it ceases to be one—any fool can imitate an example once set."

5. "We thought, this is the greatest moment of our lives."

6. "The Cottingley faeries became a national fascination."

7. "It turns out Vicary never published his findings in any scholarly journal."

8. "To stand slightly above their fellow man and, like Puck or Alan Funt,

watch him wiggle under the thumb of outrageous circumstance."

9. "By Jove, Farnsworth! It’s a rhinoceros!"

10. "In the future, any requests from your institution will of necessity be

closely screened and documented."
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A Treasury Of Deception Discussion Questions

chapter 1 | SUPER-DUPERS | Q&A

1.Question:

Who is Nostradamus and what is his significance in the chapter?

Nostradamus, born Michel de Nostredame, was a 16th-century figure known for his

prophetic writings, particularly those found in his book, 'Centuries'. In this chapter, he

is described as a charlatan whose ambiguous predictions have been interpreted in

various ways over four centuries. Despite predicting the death of King Henri II,

Nostradamus continued to gain fame and followers, demonstrating how ambiguity in

prophecies can lead to uncritical belief from followers. His methods of creating

predictions involve systematic deception, allowing for interpretations that fit a wide

array of events.

2.Question:

What were the unique characteristics of George Psalmanazar's hoax regarding

Formosa?

George Psalmanazar, under the guise of a native of Formosa, executed a remarkable

hoax by fabricating a detailed account of a non-existent culture. His work, 'An

Historical and Geographic Description of Formosa', included invented customs, a fake

alphabet, and outlandish descriptions of life on the island, such as cannibalism and

human sacrifice. He maintained his deception with unwavering stubbornness even in

the face of incredulity, which highlights the lengths con artists will go to perpetuate

their lies and how they can captivate audiences through creativity and audacity.

3.Question:
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How did P.T. Barnum embody the theme of deception in this chapter?

P.T. Barnum, referred to as the 'Prince of Humbugs', exemplified deception

through his extravagant hoaxes, such as the Feejee Mermaid, which was a

composite of a monkey's upper body and a fish's tail. He utilized publicity

and sensationalism to entice large audiences, showing that even during an

era of scientific progress, people are willing to believe in the unbelievable.

Barnum’s methods involved meticulous marketing strategies, including

planting rumors and creating buzz around his exhibits, illustrating the

intersection of entertainment and deception.

4.Question:

What tactics did Oscar Hartzell employ in his scam related to Sir

Francis Drake's estate?

Oscar Hartzell ran a significant scam claiming to be the sole heir to the

estate of Sir Francis Drake, utilizing fabricated narratives around a

nonexistent estate. He appealed to a sense of optimism and self-belief in

Americans by promising staggering returns on investments made by people

from the Midwest. Hartzell was adept at incorporating timely events, like the

King's illness, into his narrative to justify continued contributions from his

dupes, showcasing a mastery of persuasion and the exploitation of hopeful

beliefs during the 1920s.

5.Question:

In what ways did Stanley Clifford Weyman operate as an imposter, and

what does this reveal about deception?
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Stanley Clifford Weyman, who operated under the name 'Weyman', was a

skilled imposter who took on numerous false identities, including a

Romanian army officer and a U.S. State Department official. His ability to

convincingly impersonate various roles by fabricating credentials highlights

the ease with which someone can manipulate social systems. His escapades

reflect themes of escapism and the allure of living a life outside one’s

ordinary existence, revealing both the vulnerability of society to fraud and

the psychological motivations behind such deceptions.

chapter 2 | ALL THE NEWS THAT’S SLIPPED TO PRINT | Q&A

1.Question:

What motivated Janet Cooke to fabricate the story of 'Jimmy's World'?

Janet Cooke's motivation to fabricate the story of 'Jimmy's World' stemmed from her

intense ambition and desire for recognition within the competitive field of journalism.

Despite being a talented writer and a promising reporter at The Washington Post, Cooke

was consumed by a 'blind and raw ambition' to make a name for herself. Her talent was

recognized early in her career, leading to her being hired by The Washington Post,

where she wrote numerous well-received articles. However, the pressure to produce a

sensational story, combined with her eagerness to succeed, ultimately led her to create a

fictional narrative that would capture the public's attention and earn prestigious

accolades, such as the Pulitzer Prize.

2.Question:

How did The Washington Post's editorial process fail to catch the fraud in Cooke's
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story?

The failure of The Washington Post's editorial process to catch the fraud in

Cooke's story can be attributed to several lapses in quality control and an

overarching trust in Cooke's integrity as a reporter. Editors such as City

editor Milton Coleman and Metro editor Bob Woodward, alongside

executive editor Ben Bradlee, placed great faith in Cooke based on her past

performance and the detailed notes she provided. Cooke's narrative included

specific, vivid details that painted a believable picture of the fictitious

'Jimmy,' which disarmed the skepticism of the editors, causing them to

overlook warning signs. Furthermore, the Post's practice of allowing

anonymity and confidentiality for sources contributed to a lack of

verification. As doubts began to emerge after publication, it was too late for

the newspaper to retract or verify the false claims before the Pulitzer

announcement, leading to a significant loss of credibility.

3.Question:

What led to the ultimate exposure of Cooke's fraud?

The exposure of Cooke's fraud was precipitated by increasing doubts and

questions surrounding the veracity of 'Jimmy's World.' Within days of its

publication, the story drew front-page attention, and journalists within The

Washington Post began to doubt its claims, particularly when police were

unable to locate the alleged child. The specific details that Cooke provided

came into scrutiny when her colleagues could not corroborate her story.

Investigative pressure mounted with calls for truth, leading the Post's

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


independent ombudsman, Bill Green, to undertake a thorough investigation.

His exhaustive report revealed that not only was Cooke's story fabricated but

also that she had falsified her background and credentials, prompting her

eventual confession.

4.Question:

What were the repercussions for Janet Cooke and The Washington Post

following the scandal?

The repercussions for Janet Cooke following the scandal were severe; she

resigned from The Washington Post after confessing to fabricating the story.

Her credibility and career were effectively ruined, and she faced backlash

from both her peers and the public for betraying the trust placed in her.

Additionally, the incident caused The Washington Post considerable

embarrassment, marking it as a dark chapter in its history. The newspaper

subsequently returned the Pulitzer Prize awarded to Cooke, and this incident

prompted internal reviews and changes to their editorial processes to prevent

such lapses from happening again. The scandal significantly impacted the

trust and credibility of journalistic standards, highlighting the need for

rigorous fact-checking and accountability in reporting.

5.Question:

How does the chapter illustrate the potential dangers of ambition in

journalism?

The chapter illustrates the potential dangers of ambition in journalism

through the story of Janet Cooke and her fabrication of 'Jimmy's World.'
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Cooke's overwhelming desire to succeed and achieve recognition led her to

compromise ethical standards for the sake of fame and acclaim. Her

ambition blinded her to the ramifications of her actions, resulting in a

fabricated narrative that not only deceived the public but also harmed the

reputation of an esteemed publication. This story acts as a cautionary tale

that emphasizes the importance of integrity and truthfulness in journalism. It

underscores how ambition, when unchecked by ethical considerations, can

lead to significant personal and professional consequences, both for

individuals and the institutions they represent.

chapter 3 | THE WARS OF THE RUSES | Q&A

1.Question:

What deception tactic did Zopyrus use to infiltrate Babylon and turn the tide of

battle in favor of the Persians?

Zopyrus employed extreme self-mutilation as a means to deceive the Babylonians. He

cut off his own nose and ears and had himself whipped to present himself as a victim of

King Darius’ cruelty. Claiming he wished to join the Babylonians to take revenge on

Darius, he was taken in by the Babylonians who, believing in his loyalty and suffering,

granted him a military command. Working in tandem with Darius, Zopyrus orchestrated

the sacrifice of Persian soldiers to bolster his reputation among the Babylonians,

ultimately leading to him gaining control of Babylon’s defenses and enabling a

successful Persian attack.

2.Question:
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How did Sun Bin outsmart Pang Juan during the Warring States period?

Sun Bin outsmarted his enemy Pang Juan by leveraging the enemy's

underestimation of his own forces. He devised a clever scheme to create an

illusion of his army's strength by having his campfires appear to dwindle

over a series of nights, making it seem as if his troops were deserting. This

strategy capitalized on Pang Juan's perception of cowardice in Sun Bin’s

army. When Pang Juan decided to pursue Sun Bin's forces, believing they

were retreating, Sun Bin set a trap that led to a decisive ambush, resulting in

Pang Juan's death. This act of subterfuge was rooted in a deep understanding

of psychological warfare.

3.Question:

What was the significance of Captain Richard Meinertzhagen's actions

during World War I, particularly regarding the battle of Beersheba?

Captain Richard Meinertzhagen executed a deception that played a pivotal

role in the success of the British forces during the battle of Beersheba. He

created a false narrative of British plans by planting a staff officer’s detail

notebook filled with misleading information. Meinertzhagen also distributed

cigarette packs laced with opium to incapacitate Turkish soldiers, ensuring

they were unable to effectively defend against the British. This strategic

deception allowed the British to launch a surprise attack, leading to a crucial

victory that further weakened the Ottoman Empire.

4.Question:

Describe the 'Operation Mincemeat' and its impact on the Allied
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invasion of Sicily during World War II.

Operation Mincemeat was a highly elaborate deception plan orchestrated by

the Allies to mislead Nazi Germany regarding the location of the upcoming

invasion. The plan involved using a deceased body, Major William Martin,

which was dressed and equipped with false documents suggesting an

invasion was planned for Sardinia and Greek islands rather than Sicily. The

plan successfully tricked German intelligence, leading them to divert their

defenses away from Sicily. As a result, the Allies faced minimal resistance

when landing in Sicily, thus achieving a significant foothold in Europe.

5.Question:

What elements comprised the deception plan 'FUSAG' during D-Day,

and how did it influence German military responses?

FUSAG, or the First United States Army Group, was a fictitious army

created by the Allies to mislead German forces into thinking that an invasion

of France would occur at Calais rather than Normandy. This deception

included fake military equipment, inflatable tanks, and considerable radio

traffic designed to simulate a massive troop buildup. Key to FUSAG's

success was the use of double agents who fed Germans false information

that validated their beliefs about the threat of an impending invasion at

Calais. As a result, German forces were concentrated in Calais, allowing

Allied troops to establish a successful landing in Normandy with

significantly reduced opposition.
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chapter 4 | STATE-SPONSORED DECEPTIONS | Q&A

1.Question:

What was the significance of the Donation of Constantine and how did it impact

the papacy?

The Donation of Constantine was a forged document purportedly written by Emperor

Constantine the Great, bestowing significant power and authority upon the Pope and the

papacy. Crafted during the 8th or 9th century, it claimed that Constantine transferred

authority over Rome and the Western Roman Empire to Pope Sylvester I, thus

increasing the papacy's influence and legitimacy. This document served as a crucial

political tool for the papacy, helping to elevate the Pope's status above other bishops

and temporal rulers. Although modern historians later exposed it as a forgery in the

15th century, its acceptance had profound implications, reinforcing the papal authority

during the Middle Ages and shaping the power dynamics within Christendom.

2.Question:

Discuss the relationship and rivalry among Henry VIII, Francis I, and Charles V

as detailed in this chapter. How did it reflect the political landscape of Europe at

the time?

The relationship among Henry VIII of England, Francis I of France, and Charles V of

the Holy Roman Empire was characterized by intense rivalry and political

maneuvering. Their enmity stemmed from historical conflicts, particularly between

England and France, where animosity was deeply rooted. Charles V, possessing vast

territories and power, posed a significant threat to both monarchs, prompting them to

form temporary alliances against each other. The meeting at The Field of Cloth of Gold
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in 1520 represented the peak of their ostentatious rivalry, cloaked in a facade of

diplomacy and friendship. However, beneath this veneer, conspiracies were

hatched—Henry secretly allied with Charles against Francis, showcasing a calculated

approach toward maintaining a balance of power. This dynamic exemplified the volatile

political landscape of Europe marked by shifting allegiances, ongoing warfare, and the

struggle for dominance among monarchs.

3.Question:

What role did Cardinal Wolsey play in the deception against France as

detailed in the chapter?

Cardinal Wolsey, as a key minister to Henry VIII, orchestrated a deceptive

diplomatic maneuver under the guise of mediating between Charles V and

Francis I. While publicly espousing peace and friendship with France,

Wolsey was secretly complicit in Henry's plan to conspire with Charles

against Francis. By feigning a commitment to justice and neutrality, he

created delays in negotiations, allowing time for Henry and Charles to

prepare for war. Wolsey's dual role as a mediator and conspirator highlights

the theme of deception prevalent in the chapter, where the appearances of

diplomacy masked an underlying agenda of war and aggression,

demonstrating the complexities of political intrigue during that era.

4.Question:

How did Cardinal Richelieu use the scandal in Loudun to further his

political agenda?

Cardinal Richelieu leveraged the scandal in Loudun—where a group of nuns
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claimed to be possessed—to eliminate his rival, the priest Urban Grandier.

By aligning himself with the hysteria surrounding the purported possessions,

Richelieu capitalized on public fear and the nuns' accusations against

Grandier, portraying him as a sorcerer and a threat to the Church. This

manipulation not only served to destroy Grandier but also enhanced

Richelieu's power, demonstrating his ruthless political style. He orchestrated

the trial against Grandier, ensuring that the priest was convicted based on

dubious evidence such as a forged pact with the devil, highlighting how

scandal and deception were used as tools of political expediency.

5.Question:

What strategies did Otto von Bismarck employ to incite war against

France, and what did this reveal about his political acumen?

Otto von Bismarck's strategy to incite war against France involved

manipulation of diplomatic situations to create crises. He recognized the

potential for conflict when the Spanish throne was offered to a member of

the Prussian royal family, understanding that this would provoke France.

Despite initial reluctance, he pressured King Wilhelm I to support the

candidacy, then skillfully edited and released a telegram to the press that

distorted the King's diplomatic exchange with a French minister, making it

appear rude and confrontational. This act angered France and ultimately led

to the Franco-Prussian War. Bismarck’s shrewdness in using propaganda and

inciting nationalistic fervor illustrated his profound understanding of public

sentiment and political manipulation, showcasing how deception could
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effectively be wielded to achieve larger national goals.

chapter 5 | SCIENCE FICTIONS | Q&A

1.Question:

What significant discovery did Charles Dawson claim to have made in 1913 and

what was its importance to science?

Charles Dawson claimed to have discovered 'Piltdown Man', a set of skull fragments

and a jaw that many believed represented a 'missing link' in human evolution from ape

to man. This discovery was considered pivotal in the field of human paleontology,

garnering attention and reverence from numerous scientists and the public, making

Dawson a notable figure in science at the time.

2.Question:

What was the initial scientific reception of the Piltdown Man discovery, and who

were some of the key figures supporting its validity?

The reception of the Piltdown Man discovery was overwhelmingly positive; it was

hailed as a monumental find. Key figures supporting its validity included Ray

Lankester, who proclaimed Piltdown Man as the 'missing link', and Arthur Keith, who

described it as the earliest specimen of true humanity. Sir Arthur Smith Woodward also

dedicated his career to studying it, indicating the level of excitement that surrounded

this discovery.

3.Question:

What led Joseph Weiner to investigate the Piltdown Man remains, and what were

the findings of his investigation in 1953?

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Joseph Weiner was prompted to investigate the Piltdown Man remains due to the

discovery that Charles Dawson had not revealed the exact location of subsequent bone

fragments he claimed to have found. Weiner's investigation uncovered the truth: the

Piltdown Man was a hoax involving the combination of an orangutan jaw and medieval

human skull fragments, which were artificially aged and modified. This revelation

marked a significant turning point in paleontological history.

4.Question:

What were the implications of the Piltdown Man hoax for the scientific

community and public perception of evolutionary theory?

The implications of the Piltdown Man hoax were profound; it not only set

back the search for authentic understanding of human evolution but also

damaged the reputations of many scientists who had supported the claims.

Furthermore, it provided ammunition for creationists to challenge

evolutionary theory, casting doubt on scientific findings and leading to a

period of skepticism towards paleontological discoveries.

5.Question:

Who were considered the top suspects behind the Piltdown Man hoax,

and what evidence supported their potential involvement?

The two main suspects behind the Piltdown Man hoax were Charles Dawson

himself, who had motives stemming from his ambition for recognition in the

scientific community, and Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, who had personal

disdain for materialist scientists. Evidence for Dawson's involvement

included his previous track record with frauds in archaeology and his
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desperate aspirations, while Doyle's potential motive was rooted in a desire

to ridicule those who dismissed spiritualism.

chapter 6 | FANTASTIC FORGERIES AND LITERARY FRAUDS |

Q&A

1.Question:

What historical significance does the Shroud of Turin hold, and what evidence

suggests it may be a forgery?

The Shroud of Turin is believed by many to be the burial cloth of Jesus Christ,

depicting his crucified form. Historically, it became a highly revered relic during the

Middle Ages, attracting pilgrims and generating significant revenue for churches.

However, evidence pointing to its authenticity as a medieval creation includes

radiocarbon dating conducted in 1988 by three separate laboratories—results

conclusively indicated the cloth was made after AD 1200. The Church’s investigations

and reports, particularly that of Bishop Pierre d'Arcis, also noted suspicions of forgery,

citing an artist who allegedly created the image. Despite the scientific findings, many

believers continue to assert its miraculous origins, showing how the need for faith can

overshadow empirical evidence.

2.Question:

How did James MacPherson manage to convince people of his literary forgeries

related to Ossian, and what was the eventual fallout?

James MacPherson claimed to have translated epic poems from a third-century Gaelic

bard named Ossian. His works were widely celebrated, contributing significantly to the
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Romantic movement, capturing the imaginations of literary figures like Samuel

Johnson. MacPherson's bold blending of literary flair and folkloric authenticity led

many to believe in the historical existence of Ossian. Over time, however, scholars

began to uncover discrepancies, leading to debates over the authenticity of

MacPherson's claims, which eventually were recognized as fabrications. The fallout not

only tarnished his reputation but also raised questions about the interplay of legend and

literary creation in the 18th century.

3.Question:

Describe the artistic fraud involving Hans van Meegeren and its

implications on the art world.

Hans van Meegeren, a 20th-century Dutch painter, forged several works,

including those attributed to Vermeer, capitalizing on the art world's

obsession with discovering lost masterpieces. One of his notable forgeries,

'Christ and the Disciples at Emmaus,' was initially embraced by art critics as

an authentic Vermeer. Van Meegeren meticulously utilized 17th-century

techniques to create his forgeries, allowing them to pass undetected for

years. The scandal erupted when one of his fakes was discovered in Nazi

possession, leading to his arrest. His trial revealed the complexities of art

authentication and the dark side of connoisseurship, forcing the art world to

reevaluate standards of provenance and authenticity.

4.Question:

What was the role of Clifford Irving in the Howard Hughes

autobiography fraud, and what were the consequences of his actions?
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Clifford Irving orchestrated a scam by claiming he had a manuscript for the

autobiography of Howard Hughes, a notoriously reclusive billionaire. By

crafting fraudulent letters and documents that appeared to confirm Hughes's

participation, Irving secured significant advances from major publishers,

including McGraw-Hill. The fraud unraveled when Hughes publicly denied

any association with Irving or the autobiography, leading to a media scandal.

Irving was eventually exposed, convicted of fraud, and served fourteen

months in prison. His actions led to increased skepticism in publishing about

authenticity, especially regarding biography projects, and earned him the

title of 'Con Man of the Year' by Time magazine.

5.Question:

What were the fraudulent activities of Mark Hofmann, and how did

they culminate in violence?

Mark Hofmann was a notable forger of historical documents, particularly

within the Mormon community. He produced fake artifacts that he sold for

large sums, including documents that undermined the church's foundations.

His most notorious forgery was the 'Salamander letter,' which suggested a

darker narrative in the origins of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

Saints. Hofmann's fraudulent operation came crashing down as he faced

mounting debts and pressure, leading him to commit two murders via pipe

bombs to silence potential whistleblowers. Following a botched

assassination attempt that led to his own injury, Hofmann was arrested and

pled guilty to murder and forgery, highlighting the extreme lengths to which

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


he went to cover up his deception.
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chapter 7 | THE DEADLIEST LIES EVER TOLD | Q&A

1.Question:

What was the Blood Libel and how did it begin?

The Blood Libel was a false accusation that Jews were kidnapping and murdering

Christian children, particularly around Easter time, to use their blood for ritualistic

purposes. It began in 1144 with the case of William, a twelve-year-old boy from

Norwich, England, whose body was found in a forest. Initially, his death seemed

unremarkable, but a monk named Thomas of Monmouth claimed William was

murdered by Jews in a ritual that mocked the Crucifixion of Jesus. This sensational

story gave rise to a long-lasting and devastating myth that perpetuated anti-Semitic

violence and persecution throughout Europe.

2.Question:

How did Thomas of Monmouth contribute to the spread of the Blood Libel?

Thomas of Monmouth played a crucial role in propagating the Blood Libel through his

writings, particularly in his book "The Life and Passion of Saint William the Martyr of

Norwich." His obsessive campaign to establish William as a martyr involved gathering

dubious 'evidence' based on rumors, imagination, and accounts from unreliable sources,

including a converted Jew. Thomas's claims quickly gained traction across England,

catalyzing further accusations of Jewish ritual murder in various towns and increasing

anti-Semitic sentiments throughout Europe.

3.Question:

What were some of the consequences of the Blood Libel throughout history?
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The consequences of the Blood Libel were catastrophic, leading to widespread

persecution and violence against Jewish communities. Thousands of Jews were falsely

accused and often executed in horrific manners. For instance, in 1255, 19 Jewish

individuals were hanged for the alleged murder of St. Hugh of Lincoln. The myth

continued to influence anti-Semitic sentiments over centuries, contributing to

expulsions in countries like Spain in 1492 and the perpetuation of such myths which

fueled pogroms and contributed to the Holocaust in the 20th century.

4.Question:

What role did the Protocols of the Elders of Zion play in anti-Semitic

sentiments?

The Protocols of the Elders of Zion was a forged document purporting to

describe a Jewish conspiracy to dominate the world. It emerged in the early

20th century and became a significant tool for anti-Semitic propaganda,

inciting hatred and suspicion towards Jews. Initially published in Russia, it

gained traction with prominent figures, including Tsar Nicholas II and later

Adolf Hitler, who utilized it to justify their anti-Jewish policies. The

Protocols have since circulated widely, influencing extremist groups and

ideologies globally, including modern neo-Nazi movements.

5.Question:

How did the witch hunts in Europe relate to the themes of deception

highlighted in this chapter?

The witch hunts in Europe exemplified how deceptively fueled fears and

misogyny led to tragic mass violence. Initiated by figures like King James
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VI of Scotland, who believed in the existence of witches conspiring against

the state, these hunts resulted in the execution of approximately two hundred

thousand people, mostly women, accused of witchcraft. Seemingly rational

men of the time propagated these baseless accusations based on fabricated

evidence, manipulation of public fear, and societal misogyny, mirroring the

broader theme in the chapter about how deceit can wreak devastation across

societies.

chapter 8 | ESCAPES HATCHED | Q&A

1.Question:

What was the clever ruse used by Amphiretus to escape his captors on the island of

Lemnos?

Amphiretus, who had been captured by pirates and held for ransom, used a deceptive

tactic to convince his captors that he was gravely ill. He ingested a mixture of saltwater

and vermilion that turned his stools red, making the pirates believe he was suffering

from a severe illness (the 'bloody flux'). Fearing that he might die and they would lose

the ransom money, the pirates allowed him greater freedom, which ultimately enabled

him to escape under the cover of night.

2.Question:

How did Lady Nithsdale manage to orchestrate the escape of her husband,

William Maxwell, from the Tower of London?

Lady Nithsdale devised an intricate escape plan to rescue her husband, who was

sentenced to death. She disguised him as a woman by giving him a red wig, painting his
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face, and dressing him in the clothes of her landlady, Mrs. Mills. With the help of

accomplices, she created diversions and misled the guards into believing she was in

distress over her husband's impending execution. At the right moment, they switched

appearances, enabling Lord Nithsdale to walk out while Lady Nithsdale maintained the

pretense that he was still inside.

3.Question:

What method did Henry Box Brown use to escape slavery?

Henry Box Brown ingeniously escaped from slavery by having himself

mailed to freedom in Philadelphia. He arranged for a custom-built shipping

crate that could barely contain him, and after inflicting an injury to obtain

time off work, he was packed into the crate. Despite the harrowing

conditions during transport, which included being flipped upside down and

pressed against the crate walls for hours, he eventually arrived in

Philadelphia, although he faced further dangers due to the Fugitive Slave

Act.

4.Question:

What was the secret strategy used by the Allies to successfully evacuate

troops from Gallipoli during World War I?

During the Gallipoli campaign, Allied forces executed a stealthy evacuation

strategy that involved deceiving the enemy into believing that the camps

were still full of soldiers. They muffled all sounds, used dummy troops,

maintained campfires, and employed mechanisms to fire unmanned rifles.

Over the course of several nights, troops quietly left their positions and
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reached evacuation boats without alerting the enemy. This ruse enabled the

evacuation of 140,000 soldiers without a single casualty.

5.Question:

What were some escape attempts made by prisoners at Colditz Castle

during World War II?

Prisoners at Colditz Castle were exceptionally inventive in their escape

attempts. They dug tunnels, created disguises out of available materials, and

even constructed a glider. Notably, one officer managed to jump over a

fence, and others used a created glass replica of a manhole bolt to conceal

their escape from a well. British officers employed disguises as German

military personnel to walk past guards, and one elaborate plan involved

impersonating a high-ranking officer to gain access and escape multiple

prisoners at once. Despite many failures, one successful escape eventually

saw officers navigate their way to Switzerland.

chapter 9 | GOTCHA! | Q&A

1.Question:

What was the main theme discussed in Chapter 9 of 'A Treasury of Deception' by

Michael Farquhar?

Chapter 9 explores the theme of pranks and deceptions that people have played

throughout history, showcasing that not all lies are motivated by greed or power; some

are simply for amusement or to watch others embarrass themselves. The chapter

highlights various famous hoaxes and elaborate pranks, emphasizing the human
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penchant for trickery and the gullibility of the public.

2.Question:

What was the Cottingley Faeries episode, and how did it relate to Sir

Arthur Conan Doyle?

The Cottingley Faeries episode involved two young girls, Elsie Wright and

Frances Griffiths, who took photographs claiming to show real fairies in the

Cottingley Glen. Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, known for his rational detective

character Sherlock Holmes, believed in the authenticity of the photographs

and wrote extensively about them. Ultimately, the girls admitted in 1982 that

the images were staged with paper cutouts, highlighting Doyle's gullibility

and his departure from his character's typical rationality.

3.Question:

Describe the prank orchestrated by Theodore Hook on Mrs. Tottenham

in 1809. What was the outcome of this prank?

Theodore Hook executed a prank against his neighbor, Mrs. Tottenham, by

sending invitations to various merchants and tradespeople to deliver goods

to her address all at once. This led to chaotic scenes as Berners Street

became clogged with tradesmen and their wares. The prank gained immense

attention, causing embarrassment and disruption, especially as the lord

mayor of London arrived to find himself a part of the joke. Hook enjoyed

watching the chaos from a distance and was never caught; he later confessed

to the prank in his writing.

4.Question:
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What was the prank pull by Virginia Woolf and her friends involving

the British navy?

In 1910, Virginia Woolf and a group of friends perpetrated a hoax by

pretending to be an Ethiopian royal entourage. They sent a telegram to the

British flagship Dreadnought, claiming that an Ethiopian emperor was

arriving. Dressed in outlandish costumes, the group was graciously received

by naval officers, who were taken in by their antics and the ruse maintained

until the makeup started to run in the rain. The hoax was realized only much

later when it gained media attention, showcasing Woolf’s comic genius and

the gullibility of the naval officers.

5.Question:

What was the BBC spaghetti tree hoax, and what was its reception?

The BBC spaghetti tree hoax occurred on April 1, 1957, when journalist

Richard Dimbleby reported on a purported spaghetti harvest in Ticino,

Switzerland. The segment showed Swiss farmers harvesting spaghetti from

trees, leading many viewers to believe this was a real agricultural practice.

The report generated a flood of inquiries, with viewers wanting to know how

to grow their own spaghetti trees. The BBC humorously responded that they

could plant spaghetti in a tin of tomato sauce. This clever prank exemplified

the gullibility of the public and the trust placed in news media at the time.
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