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About the book

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith is a poignant and evocative

coming-of-age story that captures the resilience and determination of a

young girl, Francie Nolan, as she navigates the challenges of poverty and the

complexities of family life in early 20th-century Brooklyn. Through

Francie's eyes, readers are exposed to the harsh realities of her

neighborhood, where dreams often clash with the limitations imposed by

societal constraints and economic hardship. Yet, amidst her struggles, the

metaphorical "tree"—a symbol of hope and growth—thrives in the cracks of

the city's concrete, representing the tenacity of the human spirit. This

timeless classic invites readers to reflect on their own aspirations and the

bonds that shape us, making it an unforgettable journey through loss, love,

and the relentless pursuit of a better life.
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About the author

SparkNotes, an educational resource founded in 1999, is designed to help

students understand literature and core concepts in various subjects through

concise summaries and analyses. Established by Harvard students Sam

Yagan, Chris Coyne, and Eli Goodman, SparkNotes quickly gained

popularity for its accessible breakdowns of complex texts, enabling readers

to grasp key themes, character dynamics, and narrative structures more

effectively. The platform not only serves as a valuable tool for high school

and college students grappling with canonized works but also complements

educational curricula by providing study guides, quizzes, and discussion

questions. With a focus on enhancing literary comprehension, SparkNotes

has become a staple in the academic community, earning its reputation as a

reliable companion for literature enthusiasts and learners alike.
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Chapter 1 Summary: 

In the opening chapters of "A Tree Grows in Brooklyn," we are introduced

 to the vibrant yet challenging world of Francie Nolan, an eleven-year-old

girl living in the impoverished neighborhood of Williamsburg, Brooklyn.

The narrative begins with a poignant description of the Tree of Heaven, a

resilient tree that symbolizes hope and perseverance among the

neighborhood's poor residents. Francie's life mirrors this tree's struggle to

thrive in harsh conditions, emphasizing the themes of growth and resilience.

On a typical Saturday, Francie and her younger brother, Neeley, embark on a

small adventure to their neighborhood junk dealer, Carney, who pays them

pennies for bits of metal they bring him. Francie's determination shines

through as she adeptly manages their earnings, always keeping a special

"pinching penny" for herself, showcasing her resourcefulness and

burgeoning independence. After their visit to the junkyard, the siblings visit

Cheap Charlie's candy store, where Francie adheres to the unwritten rules

about gender and space, highlighting the nuances of childhood social

dynamics.

As Francie returns home, we meet her mother, Katie Nolan, a hardworking

and loving woman, contrasted against their father, Johnny, who struggles

with alcoholism and is both adored and pitied by his family. Through their

simple lunch, we get a glimpse into their modest life, where even coffee is
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considered a luxury. Katie's belief in the value of wasting small things

illustrates her attitude about what little they possess. As Francie ventures to

buy stale bread, her encounter with an old man underscores the harsh

realities of life in her neighborhood, as does her subsequent trip to the

baseball lot where she observes the interactions of Neeley and his friends,

revealing the challenges of fitting in.

In Chapter 2, Francie finds sanctuary in the small library, which she views as

a beautiful escape from her surroundings. Her love for reading is evident as

she dreams of consuming all the books in the world, treating herself to new

ones each week despite the librarian’s disinterest in children. This chapter

deepens our understanding of Francie's character — she is a reflective and

imaginative child who finds joy in the world around her, even amid

adversity.

Chapter 3 introduces Johnny Nolan, Francie’s father, who arrives home with

a song, embodying both charm and irresponsibility. He is depicted as a

likable figure who is also flawed, bringing warmth and music into their lives

but failing to provide stability. Francie's mixed feelings toward her father

reveal her internal conflict between love and disappointment. Through her

interactions with him, we see the complexity of family relationships and the

weight of their socioeconomic struggles.

Overall, these opening chapters set the stage for Francie's coming-of-age
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journey, rich with the backdrop of her Brooklyn neighborhood and the

people who inhabit it. They explore themes of poverty, resilience, familial

love, and the innate desire for a better life, all encapsulated in Francie’s

determined spirit to grow, much like the Tree of Heaven that thrives against

all odds.
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Chapter 2 Summary: 

In Chapters 4 to 6 of "A Tree Grows in Brooklyn," we continue to explore

 the life of young Francie Nolan and her family as they navigate their

challenging yet vibrant world. The chapters begin with Francie visiting

Flossie Gaddis, a young woman who works in a glove factory to support her

ailing brother, Henny. Henny is struggling with consumption, and while

Francie initially sees him as healthy, there's an underlying sense of

foreboding about his condition. Flossie embodies resilience, finding joy in

creating costumes despite her own scars from a childhood burn. Francie's

fascination with Flossie's colorful wardrobe reveals her deep appreciation for

small treasures and the complexities of life's struggles.

In Chapter 5, we see Francie's relationship with her mother Katie, who

comes home from a movie with Aunt Sissy. Sissy, who works in a rubber

factory that discreetly produces condoms, has a warm bond with Francie,

understanding her youthful spirit. Their conversations reflect the bittersweet

realities of their lives. One moment has Francie expressing fear over an old

man's feet, which Katie brushes off, imparting a lesson about aging and

acceptance. The mention of "pickle days," where Francie buys pickles from

a local Jewish man, subtly portrays the cultural divide and the innocence of

childhood, as Francie unknowingly uses a derogatory term.

Chapter 6 shows Francie and her brother Neeley on a mission to buy meat
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for the weekend. The detailed descriptions of Francie's shopping list show

her growing responsibilities and the tight financial constraints of her family.

The butcher's irritation with Francie’s meticulous demands underscores the

challenges of their impoverished neighborhood. Later, Francie's friendship

with Maudie Donavan, who lives with shroud-sewing aunts, highlights the

omnipresence of death in their lives; Francie's fear of mortality feels distant

and abstract.

As the chapters progress, we see the dynamics of the Nolan family,

including Aunt Evy and Uncle Flittman, who provide comic relief and

deeper insight into the struggles of adulthood. Uncle Flittman's

self-deprecation and his belief that he's a failure reveal the male insecurities

that juxtapose Johnny Nolan's more carefree demeanor. Despite hints of

Johnny’s alcoholism, his role as a loving father and husband shines through

in heartwarming family moments, like sharing leftovers and late-night

conversations. These interactions highlight the beauty and warmth of

Francie's family life, even amidst their hardships.

Through these chapters, author Betty Smith weaves themes of love,

resilience, and the fear of death against the backdrop of a struggling

immigrant community. Francie's relationships with the women around her

serve as mirrors for her own future, while the vibrant yet challenging life in

Williamsburg continues to shape her character and dreams.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Resilience in the face of hardship

Critical Interpretation: You can draw inspiration from Francie's life

and the resilience exhibited by Flossie Gaddis, who, despite her

struggles, finds joy in her passions. This teaches you that even in

challenging circumstances, the ability to find happiness and express

creativity can lead to personal growth and fulfillment. Embracing your

own scars and hardships, just like Flossie does, allows you to cultivate

a sense of strength and determination in your life, showing you that

beauty and joy often emerge from the deepest struggles.
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Chapter 3: 

In Chapters 7 to 9 of "A Tree Grows in Brooklyn," we dive into the

 backstories of Francie Nolan's parents, Johnny and Katie, as well as their

respective families. In a flashback to twelve years earlier, we see Katie

Rommely, a factory worker, and her encounter with Johnny Nolan, a

charismatic boy who sweeps her off her feet with his dance moves. Despite

her father's disapproval and a whirlwind romance, Katie marries Johnny on

New Year's Day 1901, a decision that carries weight given her strict

upbringing under her harsh father, Thomas Rommely. Katie’s mother, Mary,

a devout and kind-hearted woman, adds a layer of warmth amidst the harsh

realities of their lives.

The narrative then shifts to the Rommely women, showcasing a strong

lineage of resilient characters like Sissy, who navigates a tumultuous love

life and motherhood, and Evy, who struggles with societal expectations for

women. Rather than traditional success, their stories revolve around

survival, resilience, and the complex dynamics of love and responsibility

within a patriarchal society.
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Chapter 4 Summary: 

In Chapters 10 to 12 of "A Tree Grows in Brooklyn," we see the struggles of

 the Nolan family deepen, revealing their complex dynamics, hardships, and

the impacts of poverty on their lives. Francie is born fragile and sickly,

which draws mixed feelings from her mother, Katie. When Katie’s milk

dries up, she learns from a midwife, known for her tricks, that she is

pregnant again with Neeley. This news worries Johnny even more, marking

the start of his downward spiral as he grapples with the pressures of

supporting a growing family. Yet, despite the challenges, Katie remains

steadfast and compares Francie to the resilient Tree of Heaven, showing her

determination to nurture her children despite societal judgment.

As Neeley arrives, Katie’s attachment to him intensifies, making her feel

conflicted toward Francie. The narrator highlights the contrast between Katie

and Johnny; Katie is a fighter who refuses to accept doom, while Johnny,

lost in alcoholism, becomes increasingly passive and trapped in his dreams

of a better life, unable to fulfill his role as a provider.

In Chapter 11, Johnny celebrates his twenty-first birthday by drinking

excessively for three days, leading Katie to lock him in the bedroom, feeling

both frustrated and worried. Sissy, Johnny's sister, intervenes, showcasing

her nurturing side as she cares for him through the night. Sissy’s character is

revealed to be selfless and loving, though Katie remains aware of the
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societal judgments placed on Sissy for her free-spirited nature. This chapter

underscores the difficulties Katie faces as she learns to accept Johnny as he

is—flaws and all.

By Chapter 12, the strain of Johnny’s behavior compels Katie to uproot their

family. Ashamed and feeling unsupported, she finds a new home where they

can live rent-free if she keeps it clean. This move symbolizes a fresh start,

but the reality of their poverty is starkly illustrated as the narrator lists their

meager possessions. Despite the struggle and the sense of defeat in having to

use her hard-earned savings for basic needs, the family's resilience shines

through, especially when Mary Rommely, Katie’s mother, comes to bless

their new home, adding a touch of warmth to their dire circumstances.

Throughout these chapters, the themes of perseverance, the harsh realities of

poverty, and the contrasting responses of Katie and Johnny are richly

developed. Katie embodies strength and a fierce protective instinct for her

children, while Johnny remains a static character, unable to confront his

demons. Their lives reflect a cycle of hard work met with seemingly

never-ending setbacks, emphasizing that, despite their efforts, they often

take "one step forward and two steps back." Overall, these chapters invite

readers to witness the struggles of a family striving for a better life in a

world filled with challenges.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Resilience in the face of adversity

Critical Interpretation: Imagine standing where Katie Nolan stands,

faced with the relentless trials of life while nurturing the next

generation in hopeless circumstances. Her unwavering strength

showcases the power of resilience, teaching you that setbacks don't

define your journey. Just as Katie refuses to yield to despair and

continues to cultivate hope within her children, so too can you find the

courage to confront your own struggles. Life may deal you hardships,

but like the Tree of Heaven that grows defiantly even in the harshest

conditions, you have the potential to thrive despite adversity. This

chapter inspires you to embrace resilience as a vital force in your life,

urging you to nurture your dreams and aspirations even when the path

seems overwhelmingly difficult.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Chapter 5 Summary: 

In Chapters 13 and 14 of "A Tree Grows in Brooklyn," the Nolan family

 experiences both the warmth and challenges of their new life. They have

moved into a different apartment, and while Katie busy herself with

janitorial work, Johnny seems to take on a more passive role, which leads to

Katie doing the bulk of the labor. Despite her struggles, Katie maintains a

daily ritual of reading a page from the Bible and another from Shakespeare,

even if the meanings sometimes elude her and her children.

Francie, their daughter, tries to navigate childhood in her new environment

but finds it tough to make friends, partly because her use of Shakespearean

and Biblical language sets her apart. Nevertheless, she delights in the vibrant

street life of Brooklyn—playing games with other kids and enjoying local

musicians, including her favorite, the organ grinder with a monkey.

However, her mother casts a shadow on these joys by warning her about the

supposed dangers associated with strangers in the neighborhood. Underneath

this lively exterior, there lurks a sadness, as many children face

responsibilities far too great for their age.

The family’s tumultuous journey continues when they must move again due

to scandals involving Johnny and Sissy, Katie's sister. First, Sissy's carefree

nature leads her into trouble when she borrows a child’s tricycle for

ride-alongs with Francie and Neeley, inciting the child's mother’s anger. A
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police officer, charmed by Sissy’s appearance, overlooks the incident, much

to the scandalized reaction of the neighbors. Additionally, Sissy’s playful

visit to the children leads to another awkward situation when they discover

condoms disguised as "balloons" in a box she gives them to decorate. These

incidents reach Katie, who decides that Sissy can no longer visit, ensuring

that the family maintains its reputation.

Relocating to another apartment, this one less inviting but providing them

with a roof—a symbol of hope and new beginnings—Katie must again dip

into their meager savings. While she argues over the movers, Johnny shares

a moment with Francie on the roof. Looking out over the rooftops toward

Manhattan, Francie is filled with wonder. Johnny’s simultaneous comfort

and distraction during their conversation reveal the complexity of their

relationship; he can lift her spirits but also leave her feeling neglected when

he indulges in his own thoughts.

These chapters highlight the evolving dynamics within the Nolan

family—Katie’s practicality and tireless dedication to their survival,

juxtaposed with Johnny’s flaws and creativity. Sissy’s character emerges in

contrasting shades; her innocence and desire to nurture often lead her into

precarious situations. Ultimately, the rooftop serves as a metaphor for hope

and escape, where Francie’s dreams can flourish even amid the struggles of

her family life. Through these experiences, readers gain insight into the

resilience and fragility of the human spirit, emphasizing the themes of
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family, reputation, and the pursuit of beauty amidst hardship.
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Chapter 6: 

In Chapters 15 to 17 of "A Tree Grows in Brooklyn," the Nolan family

 settles into their new, modest apartment, which has its quirks but brings

Francie a sense of hope and joy. Their home consists of four railroad-style

rooms, including a kitchen that overlooks a small concrete yard with a

resilient Tree of Heaven, symbolizing the family's perseverance. Despite the

discomforts—like a bathtub made of two washtubs and a dank

airshaft—Francie finds beauty in her surroundings, especially in a front

room filled with memories, including a piano left behind by the previous

tenant that moves her deeply when her father, Johnny, plays.

The chapters also explore Francie's social world, particularly her experiences

at school. A significant incident occurs when she encounters a mean girl

who spits in her face after Francie eagerly touches her erasers. This moment

marks a poignant shift for Francie as she begins to lose her childlike

innocence and learn about the harshness of social interactions,

foreshadowing her upcoming challenges at school.
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Chapter 7 Summary: 

In Chapters 18 to 20 of "A Tree Grows in Brooklyn," we see Francie's

 delicate journey through childhood fraught with struggles against poverty,

shame, and the harsh realities of school life. Excited about starting school,

Francie's optimism is soon met with the dread of vaccination. Katie, her

mother, avoids accompanying her children—Francie and Neeley—out of

fear. While trying to lift Neeley’s spirits, Francie finds herself in a muddy

situation when they arrive at the doctor's office. A cruel doctor and a nurse,

who tries to hide her own past as a Williamsburg girl, discuss the filthiness

of their poor patients, leaving Francie feeling ashamed and alone. When her

arm becomes infected, Johnny, her father, comforts her in a tender moment,

showcasing the warmth of family even amid hardship, while Katie tends to

be more harsh and pragmatic.

School proves to be an even harsher reality for Francie. She returns home

with a bloody nose on her first day, quickly learning that Miss Briggs favors

the wealthy kids, leaving her and others like her at the back of the

classroom. Rather than unite against their shared struggles, the poor children

often turn on one another, a bitter truth that prevails during recess when

bullies create a hostile environment. Francie's struggles deepen when she

faces humiliation about wetting her pants, but Sissy, her estranged relative,

steps in to help, threatening the teacher to ensure Francie can use the

bathroom whenever she needs to.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Katie, determined to keep Sissy at bay, grapples with guilt when she hears

about Sissy’s stillbirth, leading to a grudging acceptance of her back into the

family fold. The theme of shame is pervasive as the school children face

scorn for having lice, and Francie experiences further rejection from her

peers. Despite this, Katie remains diligent about keeping her children clean,

using kerosene in their hair as a deterrent for lice, even when it causes

Francie to be ostracized. Yet, the children escape illness, indicating Katie’s

fierce protection, growing resilience, and the bittersweetness of their

circumstances.

These chapters starkly contrast the lives of the impoverished with those of

the affluent, showcasing the emotional and physical struggles faced by the

Nolan family. The notion of shame recurs as a reflection of class divisions,

as Frenchie grapples with feelings of inadequacy and loneliness. However,

through these adversities, Francie begins to forge her identity, learning the

importance of self-reliance and developing a deeper understanding of her

family's love amid the chaos of life in Brooklyn.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of self-reliance amidst adversity

Critical Interpretation: Imagine facing the world with a sense of

determination, just like Francie as she navigates the harsh realities of

her childhood. Her experiences teach you that life's challenges, be it

poverty or social rejection, can be overcome through inner strength

and self-sufficiency. When the pressures of external judgment and

family struggles weigh you down, remember that every challenge is an

opportunity to build resilience. Embrace your uniqueness, learn from

your difficulties, and cultivate a steadfast belief in yourself, just as

Francie learns to navigate her world, finding comfort in her identity

and family love despite the chaos around her.
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Chapter 8 Summary: Chatpers 21–24

In Chapter 21 of "A Tree Grows in Brooklyn," Francie finds her school

 experience enjoyable despite its challenges, largely due to the presence of

two inspiring teachers: Mr. Morton, the lively music teacher, and Miss

Bernstone, the beautiful art teacher. These educators stand out in Francie's

eyes for their genuine love of their students, especially the less privileged

ones. The school environment would be perfect if all teachers could match

their enthusiasm and compassion.

By Chapter 22, Francie's world opens up as she learns to read, experiencing

a magical transformation where words become more than just sounds—they

become an adventure. She vows to read a book every day for the rest of her

life. Arithmetic becomes a playful game for her, as she imagines numbers as

members of a family, assigning them personalities. This imaginative

approach not only helps her grasp math but also reveals her storytelling

instincts, hinting at her future literary ambitions.

In Chapter 23, a chance walk leads Francie to a beautiful neighborhood with

a charming school, far removed from her concrete tenement life. Filled with

curiosity, she envisions transferring there and asks her father, Johnny, to

help her. He promises to support her but encourages a bit of deception,

suggesting they fake a move to prove their residency for the transfer.

Though Katie, her mother, disapproves of lying, she doesn't stop Johnny
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from writing a note to the school, reflecting the family’s complex moral

dynamics.

The new school symbolizes hope and opportunity; its students, mostly from

long-established American families, seem more confident and secure in their

rights. Johnny’s enchanting reaction to the school and his desire to improve

Francie's life shine through, even as Francie is aware that her mother

wouldn’t actively support such a move. The contrasting neighborhoods

emphasize themes of identity and belonging, where Francie takes pride in

her American heritage amidst her immigrant background.

Moreover, Mr. Jenson, the janitor at the new school, embodies kindness and

respect, demonstrating that merit can exist outside social class barriers. This

shift in environment promises a better future for Francie, where education is

not just a privilege for the well-off, but a pathway to equality and

understanding, setting the stage for her growth and aspirations as she

navigates life’s challenges.

Chapter Summary

21

Francie enjoys school thanks to inspiring teachers Mr. Morton (music) and
Miss Bernstone (art), who care for their students, especially the
underprivileged. The ideal school environment is marked by their
enthusiasm and compassion.

22
Francie learns to read, transforming words into adventures. She vows to
read daily. Math becomes fun as she anthropomorphizes numbers, revealing
her storytelling talents and hinting at future literary ambitions.
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Chapter Summary

23

A walk leads Francie to a desirable school, prompting her to ask her father
for a transfer. He agrees to help by suggesting they fake a move, despite
her mother Katie's disapproval of lying. This school represents hope, with its
confident, established students. The janitor Mr. Jenson illustrates kindness
across social lines, promising a better education and equal opportunities for
Francie, reflecting her aspirations amidst social challenges.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The transformative power of education and imagination

Critical Interpretation: Imagine standing in a world where every book

you read ignites your curiosity and paints vivid adventures in your

mind—this is the magic Francie discovers in her education.

Embracing how education can be a doorway to new realms, you can

inspire yourself to seek out learning opportunities that ignite your

passions. Just like Francie, who imagines numbers as characters in her

life’s story, you too can weave creativity into your studies,

transforming the mundane into the extraordinary. By nurturing your

thirst for knowledge and viewing challenges as gateways to personal

growth, you can embrace a mindset that encourages lifelong learning

and empowers you to chase your dreams.
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Chapter 9: 

In Chapters 24 to 26 of "A Tree Grows in Brooklyn," the story unfolds

 through Francie's keen observations of life and the world around her,

particularly as they relate to holidays and political events. It opens with

Francie taking note of the Fourth of July and her excitement for Election

Day, where the children’s songs evoke the historical figure of Big Chief

Tammany, a symbol of the political landscape. This chapter highlights the

friction between her parents, Johnny and Katie. Johnny embodies loyalty to

the Democratic Party, while Katie holds a more cynical view, believing that

women voters will purge the system of corruption. Their political debates

reveal Katie’s growing awareness of her lack of agency, a theme that

resonates throughout the novel.

The excitement continues as Francie participates in a political excursion

organized by the Mattie Mahoney Association, but not without a learning

moment about gambling when she loses her ride tickets. Sergeant McShane,

who is attentive to both Francie and Katie, symbolizes a connection to a

world outside their struggles but also mirrors the troubles within Katie's
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Chapter 10 Summary: 

In Chapters 27 to 29 of "A Tree Grows in Brooklyn," the holiday spirit

 permeates the Brooklyn neighborhood, and Francie and Neeley share in the

joyous yet challenging tradition of catching a Christmas tree. This year

marks their first attempt at the midnight tree-catching event, where the tree

lot owner throws trees at hopeful families. Despite the chaotic nature of the

event, Francie and Neeley manage to secure a ten-foot tree, igniting Katie's

determination to ensure her children's education and future in a tough world.

On Christmas Day, the family's modest gift exchange highlights the growing

tensions, especially for Francie, who feels overshadowed by her brother

when Katie praises his gift more than hers. This moment deepens her sense

of inadequacy, paralleling her experience at a charity event where she

impulsively lies to claim a doll meant for another poor girl named Mary,

secretly relieved to discover she shares a name with the lucky girl.

As time passes, Francie's perception of the world shifts; she becomes keenly

aware of the harsh realities of adulthood and the limitations of her childhood

joys. Her innocence fades as she reflects on life's disappointments,

particularly regarding her father and the disillusionment with simple

pleasures, prompting her to pursue writing as an escape through plays.

In a whimsical, albeit chaotic, fishing trip orchestrated by Johnny, the
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children's excitement clashes with his clumsiness. Johnny's well-meaning, if

misguided, efforts lead to a series of mishaps—he falls into the ocean while

intoxicated, the children get sunburned and sick, and in the end, the fish he

buys turn out to be spoiled. The trip's comic failures echo the family's

ongoing struggles, with the cost of cleaning Johnny's drenched tuxedo

representing the weight of their financial burdens.

A recurring theme emerges in these chapters: the harshness of life paired

with fleeting moments of joy and laughter. The narrative expertly

illuminates the tension between hope and disappointment, underscoring how

poverty corrupts innocence and shapes relationships—especially through the

eyes of characters like Katie and Johnny, who are caught in cycles of

hardship yet remain compassionate at heart. This balance of light and dark

within their experiences offers a poignant commentary on family dynamics

and the resilience needed to navigate the challenges of their environment.
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Chapter 11 Summary: 

In Chapters 30 to 33 of "A Tree Grows in Brooklyn," we see Francie Nolan

 navigating the complex world of adolescence against the backdrop of her

challenging environment. At thirteen, Francie gets a glimpse of her dreams

coming to fruition when her composition is published in the school

magazine. This moment is filled with pride, but soon turns dark as she

witnesses the harsh realities of social judgment. She spots Joanna, a woman

ostracized for having an illegitimate child, and instead of showing pity, she

feels a sense of loyalty to societal norms by not reciprocating Joanna's

friendly smile. The situation escalates tragically as a group of gossips cruelly

turns on Joanna, pelting her with stones, which injures the innocent child. In

an act of kindness, Francie leaves her precious magazine in Joanna's baby

carriage but retreats to the safety of the cellar to cope with the emotional

turmoil of the day. This chapter illustrates the theme of female cruelty and

the ways in which societal pressures can distort compassion and solidarity

among women.

Chapter 31 shifts the focus to Uncle Willie Flittman and his horse,

Drummer, who displays a strong dislike for Willie, often urinating on him.

The narrative takes a light-hearted turn as Aunt Evy steps outside of

traditional gender roles, taking over Willie's milk delivery route when he is

hospitalized after a horse kick. Evy's success in this male-dominated sphere

illustrates her strength and resilience, showcasing another aspect of the
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women in Francie's life who refuse to be restrained by society's expectations.

In Chapter 32, Francie revisits her diary, which acts as a window into her

thoughts and experiences over the past year. While documenting the harsh

realities of her family life, she also expresses curiosity about growing up and

the concept of love. The narrative reflects on how poverty and familial

issues shape her understanding of life, including her awareness of her

father's alcoholism, which she euphemistically refers to as "sick."

Chapter 33 starkly shifts from innocence to a terrifying encounter with a

prowler who threatens the neighborhood's safety. The fear of sexual violence

looms large, and Katie, Francie's mother, takes the initiative, embodying

fierce maternal instinct. When the prowler attacks Francie, Katie responds

with bravery that not only protects her daughter but also challenges gender

stereotypes by actively confronting violence. The community's response and

the ensuing gossip reveal the rampant stigma surrounding sexual trauma, yet

Katie’s fierce actions elevate her status as a protective figure within the

family.

Throughout these chapters, the narrative intertwines themes of sexuality,

gender dynamics, and societal hypocrisy. Francie grapples with the cruel

judgments surrounding women like Joanna, while she learns about her own

body and the harsh realities of the adult world. The motif of women

supporting one another shines through in the strength found in characters
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like Katie and Evy, who defy societal expectations. In contrast, the gossiping

women highlight a tragic thread of misogyny that condemns rather than

nurtures. Ultimately, these chapters emphasize the importance of solidarity

and the need to resist societal pressures that pit women against each other,

underscoring the powerful bonds among the female characters in Francie's

life.
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Chapter 12: 

In Chapters 34 to 36 of "A Tree Grows in Brooklyn," we witness significant

 shifts in the lives of Sissy, Katie, and their families against a backdrop of

sorrow and parental responsibilities. Sissy, who has suffered the heartbreak

of losing her babies, embarks on a bold plan to adopt a child. She befriends a

Sicilian family with a young mother, Lucia, who is being mistreated by her

father. While Sissy's husband, John, remains unaware, Sissy secretly brings

home a baby girl, creating tension and confusion within her household. This

event causes Johnny to begin questioning his understanding of family and

fatherhood, and he faces emotional turmoil as he struggles to reconcile

Sissy's claims of pregnancy with the reality unfolding around him.

Meanwhile, the atmosphere at home grows increasingly heavy. As Francie

and Neeley, now teenagers, reminisce about past Christmases, we observe

the family’s stark monetary struggles. Johnny, vividly spiraling out of

control despite not drinking, receives devastating news—he has been fired

from the Waiters' Union. The emotional toll becomes unbearable as he

crumbles under the weight of despair, leading to a breakdown that
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Chapter 13 Summary: 

In Chapters 37 to 39 of "A Tree Grows in Brooklyn," the Nolan family

 grapples with the aftermath of Johnny's death, confronting grief, financial

struggles, and the challenges of growing up. The story opens with Katie

sending Francie and Neeley on a walk, where they experience their first

expression of sorrow, particularly when they see a sign for a "Sweet Singer."

Francie's anger towards God frightens Neeley, marking a significant moment

as she declares her disbelief. Back home, Katie shares a comforting cup of

hot chocolate with her children, revealing her own tears and struggles, all

while stepping up as both mother and father in their lives.

As Katie's new baby approaches, her health and finances take a downturn.

Unable to maintain her insurance, she reluctantly decides to cash in her

children’s policies with the help of a supportive insurance agent. Her family

encourages Francie to work, but Katie insists she should finish school

instead. In a meaningful encounter, McGarrity, who misses Johnny and

carries fond memories of him, offers after-school jobs to Francie and

Neeley, hoping to connect with them as he did with Johnny. The children do

their best but struggle to fulfill McGarrity's yearning for connection.

During a visit to Mary Rommely, Sissy’s home, Francie experiences a rare

moment of joy and laughter since Johnny's passing, highlighting the

resilience of the human spirit even amidst sorrow. As the story continues,
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Francie and Neeley prepare for their confirmation, with Francie particularly

eager to prove her writing ability to her teacher, Miss Gardner. However, her

recent compositions about poverty and hardship earn her low marks, as

they’re deemed “sordid.” Under pressure to write about “beautiful” things,

Francie realizes these subjects are not reflective of her true experiences.

Ultimately, she decides to burn her stories that don’t resonate with her

reality, keeping only the ones that reflect her life authentically, despite their

lower grades.

Through this transformative period, Francie feels a deep sense of loneliness,

especially since she senses that Neeley has replaced her as Katie's favorite.

Yet, there’s an evolving bond between Francie and Katie as the latter openly

expresses her need for Francie’s support with the impending birth. This

subtle shift in their relationship showcases the theme of love blossoming

amidst hardship.

The narrative explores vital themes like loss of innocence and the search for

identity. Francie's disillusionment with God post-Johnny's death signals a

pivotal moment in her maturation, as she ponders profound questions about

fate and suffering. Her relationship with education also deepens as she

realizes the disconnect between her experiences and the expectations of her

teacher, reinforcing the notion that true understanding and emotion come

from lived experiences rather than idealized stories.
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In these chapters, Francie navigates the complexities of growing up, striking

a balance between her grief and the responsibilities she must shoulder as her

family faces adversity. This journey toward self-discovery is rich with

emotion, marked by the tender moments between a mother and her children

as they strive to move forward together, embracing both love and pain.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Authenticity in Writing and Life

Critical Interpretation: As you reflect on Francie's realization about

writing authentically from her own experiences rather than adhering to

superficial expectations, let it inspire you to embrace your own truths

in life. Just as Francie chooses to burn her inauthentic stories, you too

can let go of societal pressures and portray the essence of your reality.

This encourages you to cultivate a deeper connection with yourself,

leading to a more fulfilling existence. Embracing your authentic voice

not only enriches your creativity but also empowers you to navigate

your challenges with honesty and resilience.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Chapter 14 Summary: 

In the days leading up to Katie's labor, Francie steps up to take care of her

 mother, highlighting their deepening bond. As Katie prepares to give birth

to her daughter Annie Laurie, she expresses regret over not having read any

of Francie's writings, suggesting a yearning for connection amidst her pain.

The scene is heavy with emotion as Katie's screams during childbirth

resonate throughout their neighborhood, uniting the women in shared

suffering and showcasing the bond that links them through the experience of

motherhood. Katie's decision to send Francie away during the delivery is

meant to protect her from the harshness of this painful moment, further

illustrating the complexities of their relationship.

With the arrival of baby Laurie, the world around them reflects significant

changes. At McGarrity’s saloon, conversations hint at broader themes of

societal shifts, including the looming prohibition, the emergence of women’s

suffrage, and concerns about potential war. This community backdrop

provides a rich, historical layer to the narrative, emphasizing the realities of

the time while mirroring the challenges faced by the characters.

Francie’s graduation marks a turning point, as she grapples with feelings of

loss and hope. Though she feels overshadowed by her brother Neeley's

achievements, she receives a beautiful surprise: a bouquet of red roses,

accompanied by a heartfelt note from her late father. This moment sparks a
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wave of emotions in Francie, as she contemplates her father's death and her

own disillusionments, like her disappointing grades. The tears that follow

signify not only her mourning for Johnny but also her exhaustion from the

burdens of worrying about her family. This signifies her transition from

childhood innocence into a more complex, adult understanding of grief and

responsibility.

The outing to the ice cream parlor further reveals Katie's attempts to create a

sense of normalcy and joy for her children despite their struggles. By leaving

a generous tip, she creates a fleeting illusion of wealth, reflecting her hopes

for a better future and the desire for her children to enjoy the small pleasures

of life. This moment captures the essence of their financial hardships while

embodying their dreams in a world that often feels bleak.

Overall, these chapters weave a narrative rich with themes of familial duty,

the inevitability of change, the pain of loss, and the bittersweet nature of

growing up. Francie’s journey through grief and the minutiae of daily life,

alongside her evolving relationship with her mother and the community,

reinforces the enduring struggle for resilience in the face of hardship.
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Chapter 15: 

In Chapter 43 of "A Tree Grows in Brooklyn," Francie starts working at a

 factory making tissue paper flowers. Initially, the other girls tease her, but

she earns their respect when she playfully interacts with a serious utility boy.

After work, she and Neeley collect their wages in crisp new bills to present

to their mother, Katie, who becomes emotional at the sight of their earnings.

Francie suggests starting a secret tin-can bank to save for their future.

As Francie's job at the factory is short-lived due to layoffs, she seeks new

opportunities and manages to secure a file clerk position in Manhattan, after

convincing herself to dress up to appear older. Her job is less thrilling than

she hoped, as she feels disillusioned with the big city. She experiences a

range of challenges, including a troubling incident on the El train, which

makes her question her expectations of adventure. Despite the

disappointments, she excels at her job and is offered a coveted position that

pays well. However, she keeps this news to herself because she's afraid it

will prevent her from returning to high school, a goal that conflicts with her

mother’s preference for her brother Neeley to go back to school instead.
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Chapter 16 Summary: 

In Chapter 46, the New Year of 1917 arrives, filled with hope and

 anticipation for Francie. She feels that this year will bring significant

changes. The midnight celebrations in her neighborhood showcase the lively

spirit of Brooklyn, as German and Irish immigrants engage in a spirited

song-off, with tensions simmering beneath the joyous chaos. In the Nolan

household, Katie serves drinks to her children, worried about whether they

will inherit their father Johnny's weakness for alcohol. Francie and her

brother Neeley find themselves on the roof, with Neeley abstaining from

drinking due to his aversion to vomiting, while Francie experiences the joy

of life without alcohol, feeling Brooklyn's magic.

By Chapter 47, life returns to its routine after the Christmas festivities.

While Neeley entertains customers by playing piano at the ice cream shop,

Francie grapples with loneliness, longing for companionship. News arrives

that Sissy's first husband has passed away, and the implications of Sissy's

complicated love life come to light. Sissy asserts her independence when

John, her second husband, demands recognition as Steve, and their wedding

becomes a significant milestone, marking a transformation in Sissy's view of

love and marriage. She embraces this commitment, along with news of her

new pregnancy and her decisions regarding family and motherhood,

highlighting her growth as a character.
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In Chapter 48, the U.S. enters World War I on April 6, causing ripples of

change in Francie's life. She collects mementos to create a time capsule,

emphasizing her desire to document this pivotal moment. However, her

office is rocked by scandal when one of their clients is exposed as a spy,

prompting the closure of her workplace. Despite the financial worries

stemming from rising costs of living and her pay cut, Francie shows

initiative in her education. She chooses to take summer school courses

instead of pursuing high school, believing she's already learned enough from

life and her reading. This decision reflects her maturity and desire for

knowledge, as she begins to see the value of her experiences over formal

schooling.

Throughout these chapters, we see character developments that emphasize

themes of change and resilience. Sissy’s transformation into a more stable

figure signifies a newfound strength in her identity. Francie and Neeley’s

rejection of alcohol symbolizes their determination to break free from their

father’s shadow. Meanwhile, Francie’s artistic sensibilities shine through her

reflections on life, war, and the desire to create. Her pursuit of education,

despite challenges, showcases a profound hunger for growth and purpose

amidst a rapidly changing world. The narrative beautifully intertwines

personal evolution with broader societal changes, painting a rich picture of

life in early 20th-century Brooklyn.
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Chapter 17 Summary: 

In Chapters 49 to 51 of "A Tree Grows in Brooklyn," we see Francie

 navigate her high school life and relationships, as well as witness significant

events in her family. Francie excels in her chemistry and restoration drama

classes but struggles with French, where she develops a bond with a senior

named Ben Blake. He becomes a mentor, offering help for her final exam in

a unique setting: an empty theater. This space captivates Francie, reigniting

her passion for performance, yet Ben's commitment to his family limits his

availability for romance, leaving Francie feeling lonely after her work shifts.

Meanwhile, Sissy Rommely brings excitement and tension to the household

as she prepares to give birth for the first time in a hospital under the care of a

Jewish doctor, marking a significant shift from traditional practices. Despite

initial fears when the baby is delivered still and blue, modern medical

intervention saves the child, whom Sissy names Stepen Aaron. This moment

symbolizes hope and change, reflecting the evolving attitudes toward

childbirth and ethnicity during the time.

The narrative also highlights the struggles of Uncle Willie Flittman, who

grapples with feelings of failure after being rejected from military service.

His descent into depression mirrors the broader theme of men struggling to

achieve the American dream, akin to Francie's father, Johnny. Meanwhile,

minor events unfold in the lives of the Nolans; Francie engages in sewing
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and dancing classes, while Katie, her mother, focuses on community and

generosity by considering the Tynmore sisters during Christmas.

As the story unfolds, Francie's character is contrasted with Ben's practical

success, showcasing her romantic ideals against his conventional aspirations.

The chapters depict a strong sense of individuality among the women,

emphasizing their resilience and desire for companionship despite moments

of loneliness. The backdrop of evolving social norms and familial bonds

enhances the rich tapestry of characters and themes in this coming-of-age

saga.
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Chapter 18: 

In Chapters 52 to 54 of "A Tree Grows in Brooklyn," Francie's journey

 through love and loss unfolds with powerful emotion. Francie helps her

friend Anita by entertaining her friend Lee Rynor while Anita spends time

with her beau. Over an enjoyable evening filled with conversation and

charm, Francie feels an instant connection and finds herself captivated by

Lee. The two share a kiss, and Francie's heart swells with a desire for a life

with him, echoing the sentiments her mother had felt with Johnny two

decades earlier. However, the romance takes a sharp turn when Francie later

learns that Lee has married someone else just two days after their time

together. Heartbroken, she seeks comfort from her mother Katie, who, while

much like Francie’s situation with Johnny, shows a depth of understanding

about love and regret. She reflects on the beauty of first love and the painful

lessons life can inflict.

In the following chapter, Sergeant McShane, a man who has faced his own

sorrow with the death of his wife, arrives at the Nolans’ home, seeking

companionship with Katie. His kindness toward the children and his
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Chapter 19 Summary: 

In Chapters 55 and 56 of "A Tree Grows in Brooklyn," Francie Nolan

 grapples with bittersweet transitions as she prepares to leave her childhood

behind. Feeling sentimental about her teletyping job, she reflects on both

joyful and sorrowful events: the death of her grandmother, Mary Rommely,

and the departure of Willie Flittman, whose absence is felt deeply by the

family. Despite these losses, Francie finds hope in her achievements, having

passed her college entrance exams with the support of Ben, who has chosen

the University of Michigan for her. Their relationship blossoms as he gives

her a promise ring, contrasting sharply with her past experiences with Lee.

As her family prepares to move out of their Brooklyn apartment—just before

Katie’s wedding to Mr. McShane—Francie takes one last nostalgic tour of

her old haunts. She visits Cheap Charlie's and confronts the owner about his

deceptive practices, revealing her growth and newfound assertiveness.

Instead of being a passive child hoping for a prize, she demands a fair deal,

offering to buy a doll so that a child can win it. This act reflects her maturity,

as she acknowledges the hard truth of Charlie’s actions while also

attempting to bring a bit of joy to others.

Her farewell stroll through the neighborhood is tinged with nostalgia, as she

passes places that hold memories of her youth. The once bitter librarian

finally acknowledges her presence, symbolizing the growth in both Francie
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and their relationship. As she prepares for a date with Ben, Francie feels the

weight of time passing—she’s become a young woman while younger girls

like Florry Wendy watch her with admiration, reminding her of her own

past.

The chapters highlight several themes, including change, the resilience of

women, and the bittersweet nature of growing up. Evy stepping into Willie's

role at the factory showcases the strength of the Rommely women, who

continue to provide for their families despite the challenges posed by their

partners. Through Francie’s reflections and her final outings, the narrative

draws poignant parallels between her childhood and the budding lives of

other girls around her, suggesting that, like the titular tree growing in

Brooklyn, hope and resilience will continue through future generations. The

chapter wraps up on a contemplative note, as Francie bids farewell not just

to her home but to the girl she once was, recognizing both her journey and

the paths ahead for others.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The power of resilience in the face of change

Critical Interpretation: As you navigate through life's inevitable

transitions, like Francie Nolan, you may find strength in the resilience

that comes from embracing change. It’s in the moments of loss and

farewell that you can truly reflect on how far you’ve come, fostering

growth within yourself. Each challenge can serve as an opportunity for

self-discovery and development, urging you to assert your voice and

take a stand for what you believe in, just as Francie did when she

confronted Charlie. While memories of the past may bring nostalgia,

it’s your ability to adapt and build upon your experiences that will

shape your future. Remember, like the tree that grows in Brooklyn,

your own resilience will allow you to thrive, no matter where life

takes you.
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