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About the book

In "Alien," Tomas Harenstam masterfully explores the profound
complexities of identity, belonging, and the human experience through the
eyes of an enigmatic protagonist who feels perpetually estranged in an
increasingly mechanized world. As he navigates the blurred lines between
humanity and the alienation that technology fosters, Harenstam invites
readers on a haunting journey of self-discovery and existential inquiry,
compelling us to question what it truly means to connect with othersin a
society that often feels foreign. With rich prose and a thought-provoking
narrative, this captivating tale challenges us to confront our own
vulnerabilities and the sometimes disquieting nature of our existencein the

modern age.
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About the author

Tomas Hérenstam is a Swedish author known for his imaginative and
thought-provoking storytelling that often intertwines elements of science
fiction and human psychology. His writing is marked by a keen exploration
of existential themes, drawing readers into intricate narratives that challenge
their perceptions of reality and identity. Harenstam's ability to craft
compelling characters and rich worlds has garnered him recognition in
literary circles, and his work resonates with audiences who seek both
entertainment and deeper contemplation. With a background in literature and
a passion for speculative fiction, Harenstam continues to captivate readers

with his unique voice and innovative approach to storytelling.
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Chapter 1 Summary: THE SITUATION

In Chapter 1 of "Alien" by Tomas Harenstam, we are introduced to the
USCSS Montero, a starfreighter that becomes embroiled in a deadly rescue
mission after receiving adistress signal from the long-missing USCSS
Cronus. The crew, consisting of Captain Vanessa Miller, pilot Leah Davis,
technician Kayla Rye, cargo handler Lyron Cham, and corporate liaison
John Wilson, isinitially on aroutine cargo run transporting Tritium gasto a

colony, but things take a dark turn.

As they reach the Cronus, they discover the ship infested with alien creatures
and find ahandful of the original crew trapped in stasis. Instead of a
straightforward rescue, the Montero crew faces mounting dangers. one of
their own is secretly working for Weyland-Y utani, aiming to retrieve
valuable xenomorphic materials at any cost. This betrayal sets off a chain of
events that results in the destruction of the Montero, compelling the crew to

repair the infected Cronus to escape.

The surviving Cronus crew are not just innocent victims; they have been
infected themselves, with some transformed into monstrous Abominations.
Each crew member navigates their own personal struggles. Miller dreams of
independence from corporate control, Davis wrestles with stimulant
dependence, and Rye harbors resentment, driven by her financial burdens

back home. The looming threat of alien creatures combined with corporate
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greed creates a tense atmosphere, questioning moral decisions and survival

Instincts.

Asthe story unfolds, the crew realizes their own safety is at risk from an
alien infection and the potential mutiny among the Cronus survivors. Just
when it seems they might find away out, they must now defend against
ruthless pirates wanting to seize the ship. The key conflict centers around the
crew's choice: do they protect humanity from the biological weapon lurking
within the Cronus, or do they givein to the allure of wealth and personal

gan?

The chapter lays the groundwork for athrilling adventure filled with
suspense, moral dilemmas, and the theme of survival against both human
and alien threats, forcing characters to confront their deepest fears and

desiresin avastly hostile universe.
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Chapter 2 Summary: NPCSAND
XENOMORPHS

In Chapter 2 of "Alien" by Tomas Harenstam, we dive deep into the world of
the USCSS Montero and its crew, setting the stage for athrilling narrative
filled with tension and danger. The story introduces us to three distinct
groups that the crew encounters during their adventure. First up isthe
beleaguered crew of the USCSS Cronus, which has dwindled from thirty to
just five members, leaving them without a pilot except for the second
officer, Albert Johns. Johns, now the reluctant leader of the Cronus, is
characterized by his submissive nature, struggling to give orders or make
hard choices, yet he has a personal agendato follow a capable leader and

save hisremaining crew.

Next, we're introduced to the corporate marauders of the USCSS Sotillo,
who lurk in the shadows, waiting for the opportunity to revea themselves
and potentially help—or harm—the crew of the Montero. These pirates, led
by the resolute captain AdisaBolgji, aim for profit while navigating the

chaos unfolding around them.

Crucially, the threat of the Xenomorphs looms heavily over this chapter.
While the iconic Xenomorphs themselves are absent, their terrifying
relatives—the Neomorphs and Abominations—are present, creating a sense

of impending doom. As the story unfolds, Neomorphic egg sacs and
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hibernating Abominations add to the feeling of claustrophobia and horror.

Key characters emerge, each with distinct personalities and agendas that
significantly shape the narrative. Valerie Reid, atough Colonial Marine
veteran nursing PTSD, is on edge but driven to protect her crew at all costs.
Liam Flynn, the fearful ship medic, is grappling with the potential dangers
of a cure that might not be safe. Professor Daniel Cooper, the rational chief
scientist, is dealing with the consequences of aterrible infection, while the
ruthless corporate agent Lori Clayton seeksto exploit the situation for her

gain.

Amidst this chaos, there's the abandoned android Ava, still lingering on the
ship, striving to help the humans survive in a hazardous environment.
Through her characterization, the theme of loyalty and sacrifice emerges,
showcasing her unwavering commitment even when treated as mere

machinery.

As the chapter builds tension, the intersecting agendas of each character
create a complex web of relationships marked by rivalry and budding
aliances. With stakes high and dangers lurking at every corner, readers are
drawn into a gripping tale of survival, moral dilemmas, and human ambition

in aterrifying alien setting.
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Chapter 3: USCSS CRONUS

In Chapter 3 of "Alien" by Tomas Harenstam, we dive deeper into the
haunting and perilous world aboard the derelict spaceship Cronus. The story
focuses on a young mechanic named Micky Horton, just twelve years old,
who has found himself trapped in a dangerous situation. Horton is the son of
aminor Weyland-Y utani executive and was kidnapped by Captain Bolgji.
Following a betrayal that resulted in his father's death, Bolaji opted to keep
Micky alive, laying the groundwork for deep-seated themes of survival and
the moral dilemmas posed by corporate greed.

Asthe narrative unfolds, we learn about the Cronus, a science exploration
vehicle that was once operational but has now become a ghost ship, having
been missing for decades. The atmosphere is thick with mystery and dread,
amplified by the revelation that the ship had jettisoned its hazardous science
lab before its disappearance, indicating a rushed escape from a perilous

situation.
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Chapter 4 Summary: EVENTS

In Chapter 4 of "Alien" by Tomas Harenstam, the crew of the Montero is
awakened from hyperdeep, eager to complete their mission and collect their
pay. The atmosphere is eerie as they prepare to unload cargo, raising their
stress levels when they notice something is amiss aboard their ship.
MU/TH/UR 6500, the ship's Al, suddenly reports a non-existent ship
approaching, only to reveal that they are far from their intended destination,
Sutter’ sWorld, and lost in deep space.

As they process the disorienting news, MU/TH/UR 6500 aertsthem to a
distress signal from a nearby vessdl, the USCSS Cronus, a Weyland
spacecraft that vanished decades ago. Company rules compel them to
investigate, and they must hastily begin salvage operations. The bay of the
Cronusisdusty and dim, hinting at along absence of life, with shadows

hiding countless dangers.

When they board the Cronus, they are met with unsettling sights, including a
headless body in a spacesuit, blood spattering the walls, hinting at the
violent history etched within the ship. There' s abuild-up of tension as
unusual sounds alert the crew to alurking presence. Their findings deepen
the mystery, with signs of an alien presence reinforcing the ship's grim

history.
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They soon discover Neomorphic egg sacs, hinting at the dangers that might
have been brought aboard from an archaeological mission. The tension
escalates further when Dr. Cooper from the Cronus crew reveals the
existence of an infection affecting the crew—he could have used a cure but

opted not to, sowing further discord among the characters.

While the PCs search for away off the Cronus, they come across troubling
discoveries: movements detected by motion trackers and the sudden
activation of the Cronus's original Al, MU/TH/UR 2000, causing thosein
cryosleep to awaken in a confused state. The awakening survivors display
forgetfulness and need urgent care, but soon, the tension reaches a climax as
the first signs of infection manifest violently in Dr. Cooper, turning him into

a danger ous creature.

Asthe crew of Montero tries to manage their survival amidst a backdrop of
twinkling stars and growing horror, the scene is set for clashes between the
living and the transformed as they grapple with corporate mandates and
hidden agendas. Their endeavor to escape becomes afight against both the
deteriorating ship and the brewing chaos among crew members who may or

may not be allies.
The chapter combines horror with an exploration of how decisions made in

desperation can lead to catastrophic outcomes, showcasing themes of

survival, the dangers of unchecked ambition, and the fragility of human
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stahility in the face of the unknown. Characters must navigate through
treachery both within and outside as they strive to understand their place on

this haunted vessdal and their chances of survival.

Key -
Element Description
Settin The crew of the Montero awakens in deep space, far from their
g destination, Sutter’'s World.
Initial The ship's Al, MU/TH/UR 6500, reports a non-existent ship and a
Conflict distress signal from the USCSS Cronus.

Investigation

The crew investigates the abandoned Cronus, laden with signs of past
violence and a foreboding atmosphere.

They find a headless body, blood on the walls, and Neomorphic egg

Discoveries U .

sacs indicating an alien presence.
Character Dr. Cooper reveals an infection among the Cronus crew, showcasing
Dynamics tension and mistrust within the group.
Dangers Motion trackers detect movements, and MU/TH/UR 2000 awakens
Encountered confused survivors, escalating the threat.
Climactic Dr. Cooper transforms into a dangerous creature due to infection,
Moments heightening the sense of horror.

Survival, unchecked ambition, and the fragility of human stability in the
Themes

face of the unknown are explored.

: The crew faces both external and internal treachery as they navigate

Conclusion
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Chapter 5 Summary: EPILOGUE

In Chapter 5 of "Alien" by Tomas Harenstam, the tension reaches a boiling
point as the players characters, or PCs, find themselves aboard the Sotillo, a
ship that may have unwittingly transported deadly monsters known as
Abominations. After escaping, the PCsinitially breathe asigh of relief,
taking a moment to relax and manage their stress. They eagerly prepare for

faster-than-light travel while gazing into the vast, starry cosmos.

However, their reprieve is short-lived. Suddenly, the peace is shattered when
an Abomination begins to furiously strike the cockpit viewport with its
massive fists. The playersrealize the dire threat as the creature's relentless
assault startsto crack the window, heightening their stress levels. The
urgency of their situation is palpable; the PCs must act quickly to activate
the viewport shields to protect themselves. If they succeed, they may even
manage to severely injure or kill the creature, but failure could leave the

Sotillo vulnerable and adrift in space.

As the chapter unfolds, players are encouraged to engage with their
characters personal agendas and reflect on their actions throughout the
scenario, earning Story Points based on their performance. This adds a layer
of depth, allowing playersto reveal their characters motivations and

decisions during a debriefing.
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The chapter concludes with an epilogue, where a surviving PC prepares to
send afinal report about the grim fate of their crew and the destruction of the
Science Exploration Vehicle Cronus. This bittersweet message emphasizes
the cost of their ordeal and leaves a chilling sense of unresolved conflict and

danger lingering in the void of space.

Overall, the chapter serves as a gripping reminder that while the PCs might
escape immediate danger, the threat is far from over, underscoring themes of
survival, the unpredictable nature of the universe, and the weight of

responsibility in the face of overwhelming odds.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embracing Vulnerability and Responsibility

Critical Interpretation: Imagine yourself in the midst of chaos, with
unrelenting dangers looming around you, just as the characters aboard
the Sotillo face the Abomination. This chapter teaches you that life
often thrusts us into harrowing situations where we must not only
confront our fears but also embrace the looming responsibilities that
come with them. Just like the PCs, who must activate the viewport
shields to protect themselves, you too have the power to act decisively
in your own life amidst uncertainty. By recognizing and accepting
your vulnerabilities, you can summon the courage to tackle your
challenges head-on, turning moments of despair into opportunities for

growth and resilience.
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Chapter 6: APPENDIX I:
ABOMINATION

Chapter 6 of "Alien" by Tomas Harenstam dives deep into the horrifying
process of mutation caused by the 26 Draconis Strain of Agent A0-3959X.

The chapter outlines the stages of transformation into a creature known as

the Abomination, highlighting both the physical and psychological changes

that occur as a result of infection.

Thefirst stage introduces the initial infection, marked by rapid changesin
skin and the softening of the skull. As anger and confusion set in, the
subject’ s core being begins to unravel, leading to heightened aggression and
pain. With each failed "Sickness Roll," the individual’ s stress increases,

propelling them to the next terrifying phase.

In Stage 11, the infected individual morphsinto a"Mutant," exhibiting

aggressive dementia and cellular mutations that distort their body. Limbs
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Chapter 7 Summary: APPENDIX [1: PERSONAL
AGENDAS

In Chapter 7 of "Alien" by Tomas Harenstam, we dive deep into the complex
personal agendas of the characters aboard the Montero, who are reluctantly
drawn into a deadly situation involving the derelict ship, the USCSS Cronus.

Each character has their motivations, ranging from survival and financia

gain to deep-seated corporate loyalty and betrayal.

Miller, for instance, initially focuses on following company protocol and
securing his paycheck. However, as the situation escalates with the lurking
threat of xenomorphs, his priorities shift dramatically to self-preservation,
urging him to find away out at almost any cost. This sense of urgency and
self-interest permeates the crew’ s mindset as boredom transforms into chaos,

forcing them to confront their fears and the lurking danger.

Davis reflects the struggle of balancing responsibility to hisfellow
crewmates and his desperate need for money to support his ailing brother
back home. He embodies the theme of familial obligation versus personal
survival, emphasizing the human condition amidst the horror. His character
development shows a clear evolution as he grapples with the risks involved
in salvaging resources from the haunted Cronus, showcasing atension

between greed and loyalty.
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Meanwhile, Wilson operates under a darker, more manipulative agenda.
Following the dire directives of Weyland-Y utani, he focuses on retrieving
valuable xenomorphic material at any cost. He conceals his true intentions,
highlighting themes of corporate espionage and moral ambiguity. Hislack of
empathy for hisfellow crew membersis striking, illustrating the

consequences of being consumed by ambition.

L ucas, a synthetic undercover agent, adds another layer to the story. His
facade as aregular human beginsto crack under stress and personal
discovery, creating suspense around his true nature. Thisinternal conflict
and the pressure of potentially revealing himself keep readers on edge,

magnifying the horror of unexpected transformations.

As chaos ensues aboard the Cronus, the infected crew members undergo
horrific changes, surrendering to primal urges and violence. Thisinfectionis
transformed into a powerful metaphor for how easily normalcy can devolve
into madness—a poignant reminder of the fragility of humanity in dire

circumstances.

Overadll, this chapter masterfully intertwines the persona agendas of the
characters with overarching themes of survival, betrayal, and the
psychological terror of facing the unknown. The relentless tension builds
around their moral choices and the imminent dangers lurking in the

shadows, setting the stage for athrilling and tragic unraveling of eventsin
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the universe of "Alien."

Character Personal Agenda Themes

Initially focused on company protocol and

Miller paycheck; shifts to self-preservation. Survival, chaos, fear.
Struggles with familial obligations versus "
: T . Human condition, loyalty,
Davis personal survival; needs money for ailing
greed.
brother.
Manipulative agenda to retrieve :
. . : S Corporate espionage,
Wilson xenomorphic material, prioritizing company b -
moral ambiguity, ambition.
over crew.
Synthetic agent with a facade as human; Identity, suspense,
Lucas . . i
stress leads to internal conflict. transformation.
Infected Undergo horrific changes, succumb to Madness, fragility of
Crew : humanity, infection as a
primal urges.
Members metaphor.
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