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About the book

In "An Indigenous Peoples History of the United States," Roxanne
Dunbar-Ortiz powerfully reframes the narrative of American history through
the eyes of Indigenous peoples, illuminating the resilience and enduring
struggles of Native nations from pre-colonial times to the present. This
groundbreaking work challenges the traditional Eurocentric perspective by
revealing how colonialism, land dispossession, and systemic violence have
shaped the United States, often erasing the voices and experiences of
|ndigenous communities. Dunbar-Ortiz integrates historical analysis with
contemporary issues, encouraging readers to confront uncomfortable truths
about the nation's past while advocating for justice and Indigenous
sovereignty. This compelling account invites you to rethink your
understanding of American history and consider the ongoing impact of
colonization, ultimately fostering a deeper appreciation for the diverse

cultures and histories that have profoundly influenced the United States.
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About the author

Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz is an acclaimed historian, author, and activist whose
work interrogates the intersections of colonialism, race, and history in the
United States. Born in 1938 in California, she has dedicated her career to
amplifying Indigenous voices and narratives that challenge established
narratives of American history. With a background steeped in activism,
Dunbar-Ortiz has been involved in various social justice movements,
particularly concerning Native American rights. Her scholarship is notable
for itsrigorous analysis and commitment to decolonization, most
prominently exemplified in her influential work "An Indigenous Peoples
History of the United States," which re-examines U.S. history through the
lens of Indigenous experiences and perspectives, revealing the ongoing

impacts of colonial violence and the resilience of Indigenous communities.
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Chapter 1 Summary: One: Follow the Corn

In the rich landscape of pre-colonial North America, Native Americanslived
in harmony with nature while actively engaging in agriculture, particularly
through the cultivation of corn. This chapter traces the journey of corn, a
sacred sustenance for Indigenous peoples, from its originsin the Valley of
Mexico and its spread across the Americas, highlighting a complex tapestry

of societies and cultures that flourished long before European contact.

1. Origins of Human Societies. Humans as a species have existed for
around four million years, initially as hunters and gatherers. Over time,
beginning approximately twelve thousand years ago, some groups
transitioned to settled agriculture, a significant shift primarily led by women
who domesticated wild plants, including corn, squash, and beans across

diverseregions.

2. The Unique Development of Corn: Corn's origin traces back to

central Mexico around ten thousand years ago, representing a
groundbreaking agricultural innovation unigue to the Americas. Unlike other
grains, corn requires human intervention to thrive, underscoring its specia

place in the agricultural practices of Indigenous communities.

3. Impact of Indigenous Agriculture Indigenous agricultural systems

were sophisticated, featuring extensive irrigation networks devel oped
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thousands of years before European settlers arrived. The ability to produce
surplus corn, beans, and squash facilitated dense populations, with estimates
suggesting about one hundred million people lived in the Americas by the
|ate fifteenth century. Their health and longevity were supported by balanced

diets and advanced hygienic practices.

4. Civilization and Cultural Interactions Indigenous civilizations such
as the Maya and Aztecs constructed advanced societies, rich in culture and
economy. The Maya achieved remarkable feats in mathematics and
astronomy, while the Aztecs established powerful city-states through

hydraulic agriculture, mainly dependent on corn.

5. Emergence of Trade Networks Cultural exchanges flourished as corn
spread throughout North and South America, leading to inter-regional trade.
| ndigenous peoples traded not only agricultural products but also ideas and

practices, exemplifying the interconnectedness of precolonial societies.

6. Diverse I ndigenous Cultures From the Anasazi in the Southwest to

the Haudenosaunee in the Northeast, Indigenous peoples across North
Americaexhibited a diversity of cultures and governance systems that were
inherently democratic and communal, often involving intricate

decision-making contexts that prioritized consensus over coercion.

7. Environmental Stewar dship: Indigenous groups effectively managed
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their landscapes through practices such as controlled burns and creating
game preserves. This adaptive approach allowed them to transform their
environments sustainably, ensuring that ecosystems remained in balance and

supported their populations.

8. Governance and Social Structures Indigenous governments were

often decentralized and cooperative, contrasting sharply with European
systems of authority. The Haudenosaunee Confederacy served as a model of
democratic governance, and its principles inspired aspects of the U.S.

Constitution.

9. Social Dynamics Among Nations Specific clans and community

structures defined governance, and varying roles of women reflect the
cultural diversity within Indigenous groups. In some societies, women
played crucial rolesin decision-making, highlighting a broader view of

leadership that includes femal e perspectives.

10. A Network of Nations. By 1492, North Americawas not an
untouched wilderness but a bustling network of Indigenous nations that had
developed complex agricultural practices, interconnected trading systems,

and rich cultural traditions centered around corn.

This nuanced overview underscores the sophistication and resilience of

Indigenous societies prior to European colonization, revealing their enduring
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connections grounded in agriculture, cultural exchanges, and challenges
posed by colonia narratives. As contemporary |ndigenous peoples continue
to reclaim and foster these relationships, we see the ongoing legacy of their
histories and the rich insights they provide into the complexities of

precolonial America.

Topic Description
Origins of Humans existed as hunters and gatherers for around four million
Human years; transitioned to settled agriculture with women domesticating
Societies key plants.
The Unique Corn originated in central Mexico approximately ten thousand years
Development ago, requiring human intervention and marking a unique agricultural
of Corn innovation.
Impact of Sophisticated agricultural systems with extensive irrigation supported
Indigenous dense populations, with estimates of about one hundred million people
Agriculture by late fifteenth century.
Civilization Advanced societies like the Maya and Aztecs achieved remarkable
and Cultural cultural and economic feats, heavily reliant on corn and hydraulic

Interactions

Emergence of
Trade

agriculture.

Corn's spread fostered cultural exchanges and inter-regional trade of
goods and ideas, enhancing interconnectedness of precolonial

Networks societies.

Diverse . : .
Indigenous A variety of democratic and communal governance systems existed
Cultures across North America, emphasizing consensus decision-making.

Environmental
Stewardship

Governance
and Social
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including aspects of the U.S. Constitution.

Cultural diversity defined governance structures; women's roles in
decision-making showcased broader leadership perspectives.

By 1492, North America was a vibrant network of Indigenous nations
with complex agricultural practices and trading systems centered on
corn.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Unigue Development of Corn

Critical Interpretation: Understanding the unique development of corn,
which highlights the interdependence between humans and nature, can
inspire you to cultivate a deeper connection with the environment
around you. It encourages a recognition that sustainable practices, like
those of Indigenous peoples, are essential for our survival and
wellbeing. Asyou engage with your local ecosystem, consider how
your choices impact the planet. Just as corn depends on meticulous
care and stewardship, so too does the environment benefit from your
conscious, respectful actions. Embrace sustainability not just as a
trend, but as alifestyle, celebrating harmony and fostering resilience

In your community.
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Chapter 2 Summary: Two: Culture of Conquest

In the analysis of the "Culture of Conquest," Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz draws
upon key historical processes and ideologies that paved the way for
European colonization and its destructive impacts on Indigenous Peoples.
This chapter examines the roots of colonialism and the transformation of
societal values that justified the oppression and exploitation of native

populations.

1. The era of capitalist production began with European conquests fueled by
the discovery of precious metalsin the Americas and the prior looting of the
East Indies and Africa. The culture of conquest, characterized by violence,
exploitation, and dehumanization, did not emerge solely with the
transatlantic voyages but was deeply rooted in centuries of European
historical events, notably the Crusades. These religious wars not only
targeted Muslims but also initiated a pattern of internal colonization against

European peasants, commoners, and women.

2. The exploitation of European peasantry set a stage for overseas
colonization, leading to the depopulation and subjugation of entire nations
while introducing ideologies of private land ownership. The "enclosure’
movement in England, which claimed common lands for the wealthy, forced
peasants into unfavorable labor conditions. This transition created a

population ready to emigrate to the New World, lured by the promise of land
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ownership and upward mobility.

3. Theideology of white supremacy and class emerged as an essential
justification for colonization and violence against Indigenous Peoples. The
historical constructs of “limpieza de sangre” (cleanliness of blood) in Spain
and the perceptions of racial superiority linked notions of whiteness to
divine favor, thus creating justifications for brutal acts against those seen as
‘other’. The intersections of race, class, and religious zeal formed the

backbone of early American nationalism.

4. The narrative around the demographic collapse of Indigenous populations
post-1492 has been dominated by the notion that diseases unwittingly
brought by Europeans were the primary cause of depopulation. However,
this perspective downplays the direct impacts of settler colonialism,
including warfare, resource depletion, and systemic violence. The actual
experiences of Indigenous Peoples were shaped not only by disease but by

ruthless colonial practices designed to annihilate native cultures and peoples.

5. Therelentless quest for gold and wealth marked the European
colonization efforts. Columbus set off in 1492 and soon established systems
of enslavement and extraction that would define Spanish conquestsin the
Americas. The wealth generated from such exploitation drastically affected
socio-economic structures in Europe, creating a divide between a burgeoning

capitalist elite and impoverished laborers. The ideology surrounding this
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'gold fever' led to the acceptance of extreme violence and moral

transgressions in pursuit of wealth.

Ultimately, Roxanne Dunbar-Oirtiz illustrates that the complex operations of
colonialism were underpinned by a systematic culture of conquest, a
concoction of socio-economic deprivation in Europe, religious zea otry, and
the insidious ideologies of racism and land commodification that shaped the
trajectories of both Indigenous nations and European colonizers. The
ramifications of these historical dynamics continue to echo through
contemporary societal issues, demanding areevaluation of narratives

surrounding conquest, colonization, and Indigenous resilience.

More Free Book %‘\


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb

Critical Thinking

Key Point: Understanding the Roots of Colonial |deologies

Critical Interpretation: Reflecting upon the key point that the
ideologies of racial superiority and private land ownership emerged as
justifications for colonization can deeply inspire your life by
prompting you to critically examine the societal structures and beliefs
that shape our current world. By acknowledging how these ideologies
led to the oppression of Indigenous Peoples and the erosion of their
cultures, you may feel empowered to challenge prevailing systemic
injustices today. This understanding can inspire you to advocate for
equality and empathy, recognizing that history is not just atale of the
past, but aguide for fostering a more inclusive and respectful society

moving forward.
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Chapter 3: Three: Cult of the Covenant

In Chapter 3 of "An Indigenous Peoples History of the United States,"
Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz delves into the complex interplay of ideology, settler
colonialism, and the misconceived narratives surrounding the indigenous

peoples of North America.

1. The narrative of a"pristine wilderness': The chapter begins by
highlighting the stark contrast between the European portrayal of North
Americaas alargely uninhabited wilderness and the reality of an intricately
developed land managed by Indigenous peoples. When colonialism took
root, Indigenous knowledge and cultivation practices were forsaken,
allowing for the growth of dense forests. The growth of these forests|ed
later settlersto falsely assume that they had arrived in an untouched
wilderness, failing to recognize the sophisticated societies that had shaped
the landscape for centuries. Captain John Palliser's misinterpretations and

Harvard naturalist Hugh Raup's observations reshape our understanding of
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Chapter 4 Summary: Four: Bloody Footprints

In the exploration of the United States' military history, agrim narrative
emerges that highlights the violent methods employed against Indigenous
nations by colonial settlers and later the US military. This history spans from
the early 1600s through the Revolutionary War and beyond, establishing a
pattern of brutality that informs much of America's approach to warfare,

both historically and in contemporary times.

1. The Origins of American Warfare: The early settlersrelied on a brutal
warfare strategy characterized by irregular tactics. This approach, which
focused on unlimited and irregular warfare, involved the destruction of
Indigenous villages, the killing of noncombatants, and the systematic
intimidation of Indigenous populations to suppress resistance. John Grenier
highlights this period as a foundational erain which the methods of war

were deeply intertwined with the colonialist mindset.

2. The Language of Colonialism: The continued use of terms like “Indian
Country” in military contexts underscores a persistent colonia attitude. This
phrase goes beyond mere insensitivity; it isastructural term with legal
implications that maintains Indigenous populations within aframework of
subjugation. Such terminology reflects the historical roots of violent military

strategies that degrade Indigenous sovereignty.
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3. Genocidal Strategies: The early military engagements against I ndigenous
peoples exhibited extreme violence, especialy in the context of colonial
wars that aimed to annihilate Indigenous populations. Grenier argues that
this violence often stemmed not just from racism but from a historical legacy
of warfare that defined American identity. Settlers adopted a militarized
approach that led to cultural annihilation and displacement of Native

peoples, often glorified as acts of courage.

4. Brutality in the Virginia Colony: The Jamestown settlers exemplified the
early application of military force against Indigenous populations. Their
inability to sustain themselves prompted a brutal conquest fueled by threats
and violence against the Powhatan Confederacy. This beginning laid a
foundation for the later systematic dismantling of Indigenous communities

across Virginia, driven by adesire for land and resources.

5. The Pequot War: In contrast to Virginia, the Pequot War in New England
showcased a Puritan approach that invoked religious justification for
annihilation. The settlers engaged in a scorched-earth campaign against the
Pequots, resulting in horrific massacres that were seen as divine favor. This
notion of warfare as a righteous cause became arecurring theme in colonia

conflicts.

6. Expanding Settler Colonialism: The establishment of Georgia continued

the pattern of brutal expansion, with rangers targeting Indigenous peoples
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and utilizing alcohol and other means to destabilize communities. This
strategy not only sought to eliminate Indigenous presence but also to solidify

settler control over these new territories.

7. French and Indian War: The settler participation in the French and Indian
War illustrated the entanglement of land acquisition and military action, as
settlers targeted not only French forces but also Indigenous villages. The
resulting violence further integrated settlers into a militarized framework

that viewed Indigenous nations merely as obstacles to territorial expansion.

8. Revolutionary War and Indigenous Resistance: As the settlers sought
independence from Britain, they simultaneously waged war against
Indigenous nations. The conflict was fueled not just by external British
influence but also by an internal drive to eliminate Native resistance. This
duality highlighted the settlers commitment to violence against | ndigenous

communities as they fought for their own liberation.

9. The Haudenosaunee Experience: The Iroquois Confederacy faced a
similarly grim reality, with both British and revolutionary forces attempting
to manipulate alegiances to their benefit. The resulting military campaigns
led to widespread destruction of their territories, further exacerbating

tensions and leading to internal divisions within Indigenous communities.

10. The Legacy of Violence: Reflecting on this historical context reveals
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ongoing repercussions for Indigenous peoples, who bear the scars of this
violent legacy. As settlers enacted violent strategies to secure their existence
and expand their territories, they established an ingrained tradition of
militarized colonialism that continues to influence modern policies and

practices.

Through this historical lens, we observe not merely isolated incidents of
conflict but a sustained approach to warfare that has roots in colonialism and
manifestsin contemporary policies. The echoes of these early strategies still
resonate today, revealing a complex relationship between the United States
and Indigenous nations, and prompting critical examination of the narratives

that surround American history and identity.
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Chapter 5 Summary: Five: TheBirth of a Nation

The birth of the United Statesis intricately woven into a narrative of
genocide against Indigenous peoples, atruth that resonates with Martin
Luther King Jr.’ s assertion that America s founding was steeped in the
intentional extermination of its original inhabitants. Following the British
withdrawal from their American coloniesin 1783, ostensibly to divert
resources to South Asia, Indigenous nations faced a devastating reality as the
United States inherited vast territories, including the Ohio Country, at the
expense of Indigenous rights and survival. The Treaty of Paris not only
sidelined Indigenous nations but set in motion a relentless campaign of
military aggression that framed the United States' territorial expansion as a

divine mandate.

In an environment of systemic violence and land-grabbing, wars raged for
over a century, employing scorched earth tactics that appeared as a
manifestation of American “manifest destiny.” By 1790, the potential for
Indigenous alliances against the encroaching settlers had significantly
diminished, yet Indigenous nations showcased resilience through a culture of
resistance that flourished amidst adversity. Their societies, rich in tradition
and adaptability, found ways to navigate the challenges imposed by
colonization without wholly abandoning their cultural identities. Solutions
included adopting dual practices such as diplomacy while utilizing the

settlers' language and engaging in intermarriages that facilitated survival.
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A pivotal legal development in this new order was the United States
approach to treaty-making with Indigenous nations. While the Constitution
acknowledged Indigenous tribes once in Article 1, Section 8, it established
federal authority over these relationships, which became crucial asthe
United States constructed its identity. The Second Amendment, framed
against the backdrop of Indigenous resistance, intertwined the settlers' rights
to bear arms with the colonial endeavor of clerical expansion into

Indigenous lands.

Asthe US government solidified its framework, genocidal campaigns were
deeply ingrained in its structure; dissatisfaction among settlers regarding
military efforts against Indigenous populations ignited further aggression.
The influence of both large plantation owners and small farmholders
fostered a constant state of pressure on the frontier to expand into
Indigenous territories. The pursuit of financial gain fueled a preemptive
military approach that targeted Indigenous resistance in the Ohio Country,
particularly as President Washington’' s administration sought to obliterate

indigenous alliances formed during the preceding decades.

The tactics employed against Indigenous nations were marked by a brutal
counterinsurgency that aimed at terrorizing populations into submission. The
fallout of these violent campaigns saw significant destruction and

civilizational collapse for nations like the Miami and Shawnee. In 1794, the
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Battle of Fallen Timbers resulted in a decisive yet tragic victory for the US
forces, further formalizing the conquest of the Ohio Country with the Treaty
of Greenville, which illustrated the transition from colonial negotiations to

outright dominance.

Meanwhile, the rise of leaders such as Tecumseh and his brother
Tenskwatawa, who sought to galvanize Indigenous nations into unified
resistance against settler encroachment, mirrored widespread discontent with
colonization. Their efforts to reclaim Indigenous autonomy and identity
through cultural revival revealed a staunch rejection of assimilation and were

pivotal in fostering pan-1ndigenous movements across North America.

However, as the US expanded, the fight for survival continued to evolve.
The warfare waged was not only against military forces but also against the
very essence of Indigenous existence, as seen in the parallel conflicts against
the Cherokees and Muskogees. The establishment of settlements within
these nations ignited cycles of violence, with the harsh realities of starvation,

displacement, and annihilation meted out by settler militias.

The cumulative effect of these violent processes did not merely lead to
territorial gainsfor the United States but laid the foundation for a national
narrative steeped in violence. By the dawn of the 19th century, these patterns
of oppression, characterized by systemic dispossession and a culture of

resistance, had become integral to the American identity. The resonance of
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these historical atrocities reverberates through contemporary discussions on
equity, justice, and the rights of Indigenous peoples, necessitating a critical
reevaluation of the nation’s foundational myths and the often-ignored

legacies of its past.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Resilience and Cultural Preservation of Indigenous
Nations

Critical Interpretation: This chapter highlights the remarkable
resilience of Indigenous peoples amidst the relentless waves of
colonization and violence, demonstrating how they adapted and
preserved their cultural identities in the face of systemic oppression. It
inspires you to recognize the importance of resilience in your own life.
Just as Indigenous nations adopted dual practices, balancing survival
with the maintenance of their cultural integrity, you can learn to
navigate challenges while staying true to your own values and
heritage. Embracing resilience means not only surviving adversity but
aso finding strength in your identity, fostering community, and
standing against forces that seek to undermine your cultural essence.
This chapter motivates you to honor your roots and to fight for equity
and justice, inspiring you to cultivate a spirit of resistance and

adaptability in your journey.
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Chapter 6: Six: The Last of the Mohicans and Andrew
Jackson’s White Republic

The historical landscape examined in this chapter reveals the harrowing
reality of Indigenous peoples’ experiences and the expansionist ambitions
of the United States, particularly through the actions of figures like Andrew
Jackson. The chapter’s narrative beginsin 1803 with the U.S. acquisition of
the vast Louisiana Territory, a move executed without consultation with the

Indigenous nations it directly affected. Thisterritory, richin diverse
Indigenous cultures and lands, laid the groundwork for an aggressive push

westward and marked the beginning of systematic land dispossession.

The notion of manifest destiny, or the belief that Americans were divinely
ordained to expand across the continent, drove the United States' ambitions,
and it was during Andrew Jackson’ s presidency that this ideology
manifested destructively, particularly against the Indigenous peoples of the

Southeast. Jackson, aland speculator and veteran of brutal military
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Chapter 7 Summary: Seven: Seato Shining Sea

In this chapter titled "Seato Shining Sea," Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz delves
into the deeply ingrained themes of racism and imperialism that

characterized the westward expansion of the United States, particularly

focusing on the U.S. invasion of Mexico and its effects on Indigenous

peoples.

1. The chapter opens with accounts from figures like Captain Lemuel Ford
and Waddy Thompson Jr., who exemplify the pervasive racism of thetime,
viewing both Mexicans and Native Americans through alens of superiority
that justified violence against them. The narrative paints these
discriminatory beliefs asintegral to a self-declared American mission of
"freedom™ and "democracy." The author underscores that such sentiments

were widespread among military officers and diplomats.

2. The text critiques the romanticized view of westward expansion as a
natural process, arguing that the invasion of Mexico was an orchestrated
military action rather than a peaceful migration. The ideology of “manifest
destiny” is presented as a rationalization for the violent displacement of

I ndigenous nations, which were seen as mere obstacles to American
progress. Thisideology fostered a distorted historical narrative that

diminishes the realities of colonialism.
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3. Dunbar-Oirtiz points out that the invasion of Mexico is often incorrectly
cited asthefirst “foreign” war for the U.S,, noting that there had already
been numerous invasions and occupations of various nations east of the
Mississippi by that time. The author mentions earlier military actions, such
asthe Barbary Wars, to illustrate that U.S. imperial ambitions were far from

novel.

4. The chapter provides a detailed examination of independence movements
in Latin America. Figures like Simon Bolivar and Father Miguel Hidalgo are
highlighted as |eaders whose revolutions were rooted in their own historical
contexts, contrasting sharply with the U.S. War of Independence which
intentionally marginalized Indigenous peoples. The ongoing influences of
these revolutions are emphasized, presenting Latin American Indigenous

communities asintegral playersin their liberation movements.

5. Following the timeline of intervention, the author positions the early U.S.
expeditions—Iike those led by Zebulon Pike—as precursors to military
conquest, demonstrating the systematic approach taken to gather intelligence

and prepare for annexation.

6. The instability of the newly founded Mexican Republic
post-independence is examined, outlining how the U.S. capitalized on
Mexico's weakened state and opened borders to Anglo-American traders.

Thisinflux further facilitated the groundwork for U.S. political control over
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northern Mexican territories, especially using figures like Kit Carson who

were instrumental in the invasion.

7. The narrative details how land grants and colonization led to a unique
relationship between U.S. settlers and local populations, showcasing the
manipulation of laws and local governance to achieve territorial expansion.
The author explains how this bill of rights for settlers ultimately resulted in

the loss of Mexico's Texas province and foreshadowed further annexations.

8. The violent takeover of Californiais examined through the lens of the
Gold Rush, leading to a devastating population decrease among California's
| ndigenous peoples due to murder, disease, and displacement caused by
American settlers. The brutality and consequences of this expansion are laid

bare, highlighting the suffering inflicted upon Native peoples.

9. Dunbar-Ortiz delves into the cultural resistance of Indigenous
communities during this time. Despite the onslaught of colonization and
subsequent military occupation, Indigenous peoples adapted and resisted in

various forms, ensuring their stories and histories were not entirely erased.

10. The impact of the Mexican War is not solely geopolitical; it also set the
stage for further violence against Indigenous nations, solidifying a brutal
military strategy for counterinsurgency by the U.S. Army. Thisearly

military approach laid the groundwork for ongoing colonial violence,
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conditions that would echo throughout U.S. history.

In summary, the chapter reveal s the interconnectedness of imperialism,
racism, and the plight of Indigenous peoples during the U.S. expansion from
sea to shining sea, challenging the sanitized narratives of American history.
By highlighting the realities of past injustices, Dunbar-Ortiz emphasizes the
continued struggle for recognition and justice faced by Indigenous

communities today.
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Chapter 8 Summary: Eight: “Indian Country”

Chapter 8 of "An Indigenous Peoples History of the United States" by
Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz vividly captures the intricate relationship between
the U.S. Civil War and the brutal military campaigns against Indigenous
nations. The narrative begins with the depiction of buffalo roaming the
plains, a symbol of the natural wealth and cultural significance Indigenous
peoples held, which was soon overshadowed by the violent expansion of

U.S. territorial ambitions.

1. Colonial Military Presence By the eve of the Civil War, the U.S.

Army had largely positioned itself in the western territories, effectively
acting as a colonial authority against Native occupants. Under President
Abraham Lincoln’s administration, the early years of the Civil War saw
many military officers—historically engaged as Indian fighters—joining the
Confederate Army, showcasing a split that revealed underlying tensions

regarding land ownership and slavery.

2. Freesoil Campaigns. Lincoln's presidential campaign sought to

attract land-poor settlers eager to claim the vast Indigenous territories west
of the Mississippi, leading to demographic shifts and land grabs that often
drew Indigenous peoples into complex political alliances. In Indian
Territory, the so-called "Five Civilized Tribes' were caught in interna

conflicts shaped by class divisions, some supporting the Confederacy while
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others sought neutrality or sided with Union forces.

3. Indigenous Resistance: In the midst of the Civil War, notable

I ndigenous insurrections occurred, such as the Dakota uprising in
Minnesota, provoked by starvation and oppression. The brutal suppression
of these uprisings, marked by the largest mass execution in U.S. history,
reflects the length to which settlers and the state would go to quell

resistance.

4. Genocidal Tactics As Civil War hostilities unfolded to the east, the
military focus turned towards decimating Indigenous populations.

Notorious campaigns like the Sand Creek Massacre and the systematic

annihilation of buffalo herds reveal a colonia strategy aimed at destroying

the economic and spiritual lifeblood of Indigenous communities. US soldiers
became increasingly brutalized and desensitized, enacting violent reprisal

against unarmed populations.

5. Military Innovations and Campaigns The U.S. Army, now equipped
with innovations from the Civil War, transitioned efficiently into campaigns
against Indigenous nations, employing scorched-earth tactics aimed at not
just military targets, but entire communities. Generals like Sherman and
Custer personified this militarized expansion, undertaking campaigns fueled

by adesire to expand and fortify U.S. territory at all costs.
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6. Colonial Policy and Land Appropriation: Legidative measures such

as the Homestead Act facilitated substantial 1and thefts from Indigenous
nations, further entrenching settler colonialism. Thislegal framework
allowed settlersto claim millions of acres previously held by Native peoples,
leading to widespread dispossession while fostering a market-oriented

economy based on land ownership.

7. Resistant Movements: Indigenous resistance efforts, though often
heroic and marked by fierce battles, faced overwhelming odds as
demoralizing conditions and federal policies stripped many communities of
their autonomy. The establishment of boarding schools aimed at eradicating
Native identity showcased another form of cultural genocide intertwined

with military aggression.

8. Wounded Knee Massacre The tragic culmination of Indigenous
resistance occurred at Wounded Knee in 1890, where unarmed L akota were
surrounded and slaughtered by U.S. troops—a grim symbol of the systemic
extermination policiesin place. The massacre vexingly serves as a marker of
the end of armed Indigenous resistance, despite overwhelming narratives

celebrating U.S. military prowess.
9. Enduring Legacy and Contemporary Views By the late 19th century,

the widespread belief in the "vanishing Indian" rhetoric reflected the

broader American societal perspective that deemed Indigenous peoples as
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obsolete. This mentality became ingrained in popular culture, continuing
well into the 20th century, despite the ongoing survival and resistance of
| ndigenous nations who remained tenacious in their quest for rights and

identity.

Dunbar-Ortiz's chapter provides a pointed critique of U.S. policies and
military actions that contributed to the genocidal effects on Indigenous
communities throughout the 19th century, highlighting the interconnected
narratives of race, class, and national identity that shaped the fabric of
American history. The ongoing struggles of Indigenous peoples, framed
within this historical context, illustrate both their resilience and the deep

injustices faced during America’s violent expansionist agenda.
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Chapter 9: Nine: US Triumphalism and Peacetime
Colonialism

In Chapter 9 of "An Indigenous Peoples History of the United States" by
Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz, the author delves into the themes of US
triumphalism and the ongoing nature of colonialism during peacetime.
Central to this discussion is the examination of how the tactics and
ideologies driving US expansionism both domestically and internationally
were rooted in a colonial framework that aimed to suppress and eliminate

Indigenous populations.

1. The Duality of Colonial Expansion: The chapter highlights the

paradox of American expansion characterized by military aggression
against Indigenous nations within its borders while simultaneously pursuing
imperialistic ambitions abroad. The strategies used against Indigenous
peoples were echoed in various overseas interventions, establishing a pattern

of domination that reflected a consistent colonial mindset.
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Chapter 10 Summary: Ten: Ghost Dance Prophecy: A
Nation Is Coming

In Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz's " An Indigenous Peoples History of the United
States," Chapter 10 delves into the Ghost Dance Prophecy and its
significance within the context of Indigenous resistance and the continuing

legacy of colonization experienced by Native American communities.

1. The Myth of Frontierism: After the Wounded Knee Massacre in 1890,
70 years saw the United States claiming it had completed its conquest, with
Alaska and Hawali joining the Union. This erareinforced the myth of
American exceptionalism, where the belief in acivilizing mission
underpinned both domestic policies and foreign interventions. Joh F.
Kennedy's appeal to a'new frontier' in his political rhetoric revitalized this
notion, borrowing from the historical narrative of westward expansion and
presenting it as a metaphor for defeating global communism during the Cold
War.

2. Indigenous Resurgence In the 1960s, Indigenous communities began
to mobilize against systemic injustices exacerbated by federal policies, like
the termination of tribal sovereignty and forced assimilation. Notable
movements, such as the National Indian Y outh Council, emerged,
advocating for self-determination and land restitution. The landmark return
of Blue Lake to Taos Pueblo symbolized the start of a broader struggle for
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Indigenous land rights and the recognition of their sacred sites.

3. Culmination of the Decolonization Efforts The period saw asurgein
grassroots activism, with significant events like the Alcatraz occupation in
1969 that became a catalyst for Indigenous pride and action. The activists
proclaimed their right to reclaim the island and proposed various institutions
aimed at educating about Indigenous history and culture. This activism
redefined Indigenous identity and fueled subsequent struggles for rights and

recognition.

4. Wounded K nee as a Flashpoint: The dual occurrences of Wounded
Knee—first in 1890 during a horrific massacre and later in 1973 during a
protest—encapsul ate the historical and ongoing struggles of Native
Americans. The 1973 siege by members of the American Indian Movement
(AIM) highlighted ongoing issues within the Sioux Nation and broader U.S.
policies toward Indigenous peoples. The comparison of both events

I[lustrates a continuous narrative of resistance against oppression.

5. Historical Continuity of Violence The chapter suggests an intrinsic
link between historical injustices against Indigenous peoples and
contemporary U.S. military actions worldwide. Thisis exemplified by the
experiences of Native veterans from Vietnam, drawing parallels to the
treatment of Indigenous communitiesin the U.S. The siege at Wounded

K nee became a symbol of Indigenous resistance against the legacy of
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colonia violence that has persisted through centuries.

6. Enduring Colonial Dynamics The legacy of colonialism is shown as

an ongoing cycle of oppression, often termed as neocolonialism, revealing
how policies fluctuate between extermination and preservation, impacting
Indigenous autonomy and rights profoundly. The U.S. trgiectory in its
relations with Indigenous nations is likened to itsimperial practices globally,
where the systematic targeting of non-combatants mirrors historical violence

against Native populations.

7. A Call for Reassessment: The chapter concludes with acall for
reinterpreting U.S. history through the lens of colonialism, asserting that
understanding this past is crucial for recognizing the struggles of Indigenous
peoplestoday. The juxtaposition of contemporary acts of violence against
Indigenous peoples and historical massacres serves as a poignant reminder

of the deep, interconnected roots of oppression that persist in society.

In essence, Dunbar-Ortiz's narrative within this chapter serves not only asa
recount of significant historical events but also illustrates how they shape
present-day Indigenous activism and the ongoing fight for justice and

recognition.
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Chapter 11 Summary: Eleven: The Doctrine of Discovery

In Chapter 11 of "An Indigenous Peoples History of the United States,"
Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz delves into the complex and deep-rooted concepts
surrounding the Doctrine of Discovery and its implications for Indigenous
peoplesin the Americas. This doctrine, originating in the 15th century,
legally justified European claims to lands inhabited by Indigenous nations,
ultimately leading to widespread dispossession and devastation of
Indigenous communities. The chapter examines historical events, lega
frameworks, and ongoing struggles for recognition and sovereignty faced by

Indigenous peoples, reflecting on how these issues remain relevant today.

1. The Chapter opens with a reference to a proposed celebration of
Columbus's voyage in 1992, framed by Spain and the Vatican as a European
encounter with the Indigenous peoples of the Americas. Thisinitiative faced
fierce opposition from an African delegation, highlighting the global context
of colonialism and resistance by oppressed peoples. In contrast, Indigenous
groups lobbied for 1992 to be recognized as a year of mourning,

representing the onset of colonial violence and genocide.

2. The author illustrates how the Doctrine of Discovery, rooted in papal bulls
and European legal traditions, granted European nations the right to claim
lands occupied by non-Christians. This doctrine was supreme law in U.S.

territories and underpinned landmark Supreme Court cases, like Johnson v.
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M clntosh, which reduced I ndigenous nations to "domestic dependent
nations" with diminished sovereignty. Thislegal paradigm facilitated
centuries of land theft and undermined the natural rights of Indigenous

peoples.

3. Indigenous resistance and assertions of sovereignty are explored through
organizations like the International Indian Treaty Council and the UN
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, passed in 2007. Despite
initial opposition, this declaration represented a significant achievement for

Indigenous rights.

4. The chapter discusses the persistent struggles for land restoration,
focusing on the Sioux Nation's refusal to accept financial compensation for
the Black Hills, asserting the land’ s sacred significance over monetary value.
This reinforces the concept that for many Indigenous communities, land is

central to identity, culture, and community well-being.

5. Economic self-determination is another vital theme. The chapter recounts
historical and contemporary attempts by Indigenous nations to achieve
economic autonomy, including the formation of gaming operations, which
now represent a multi-billion-dollar industry. However, the complex
interplay of federal regulations and sovereignty issues complicates these

efforts.
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6. Dunbar-Ortiz addresses societal issues within Indigenous communities,

emphasizing that poverty and dysfunction cannot be isolated from the legacy
of colonization. The chapter highlights that the ongoing impacts of historical
trauma, particularly from boarding schools, have disrupted family structures

and cultural practices, further contributing to social challenges.

7. The author emphasi zes I ndigenous governance as a means of reclaiming
sovereignty and cultural identity, showcasing examples of reforms and new
constitutions that reflect Native values and traditions. These efforts illustrate
areassertion of Indigenous self-governance in direct opposition to colonial

legacies.

8. In conclusion, Chapter 11 underscores the importance of the Doctrine of
Discovery in understanding the historical and continuing subjugation of
Indigenous peoples while also highlighting the resilience and agency of
those communities in their ongoing struggle for recognition, sovereignty,
and justice. The assertion of Indigenous narratives and rightsis portrayed as
essential not only for their survival but also for the transformation of societal
structures within the United States.

Overadll, the chapter serves as a powerful reminder of the enduring nature of
colonialism and the necessary work towards healing and reparative justice

for Indigenous nations in their quest for dignity and self-determination.
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Summary

Discussion on the proposed 1992 celebration of Columbus's
voyage and the Indigenous perspective framing it as a year of
mourning for colonial violence.

Explains how this doctrine justified land claims by Europeans,
establishing legal frameworks that impacted Indigenous
sovereignty, exemplified by Supreme Court cases.

Highlights the role of organizations advocating for Indigenous
rights, including the International Indian Treaty Council and the UN
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

Focuses on the Sioux Nation's stance on the Black Hills,
emphasizing the cultural and spiritual significance of land over
financial compensation.

Covers the efforts of Indigenous nations for economic autonomy
and the complexities arising from federal regulations and
sovereignty issues.

Addresses the impact of colonization on Indigenous communities,
including poverty and trauma from historical boarding schools.

Shows how Indigenous governance efforts reassert sovereignty
and cultural identity, featuring examples of reforms reflecting
Native values.

Reiterates the ongoing relevance of the Doctrine of Discovery in
understanding Indigenous struggles and highlights resilience and
agency in the fight for justice.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Sacred Significance of Land

Critical Interpretation: Asyou reflect on the profound connection

I ndigenous peoples have with their land, consider how this
relationship can inform your own life and values. The steadfast refusal
of the Sioux Nation to accept monetary compensation for the Black
Hills serves as a poignant reminder that land is not merely a
commodity, but an integral part of identity, culture, and community.
This understanding invites you to honor and respect not only the land
you inhabit but also the histories and stories embedded within it. By
fostering a deep appreciation for the environment around you and
recognizing the interconnectedness of all life, you can cultivate a more
thoughtful and responsible relationship with the Earth, advocating for
the rights of those who have been historically marginalized, and

contributing to a more just and equitable society.
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Chapter 12: Conclusion: The Future of the United States

The conclusion of "An Indigenous Peoples History of the United States” by
Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz deliberates on the intricate relationship between U.S.
imperialism and the historical colonization of Native American nations. The
text encapsulates a profound critique of the settled narrative of U.S. history,
emphasizing that the militaristic and imperial ambitions of the United States

are interwoven with its treatment of 1ndigenous peoples.

1. The Author's Position on American Identity: The U.S. constructs itself as
amulticultural, democratic nation while its foundation rests on colonization
and the oppression of Indigenous people, encapsulating a paradox between

self-image and reality. As Jodi Byrd articulates, the fight against Indigenous

sovereignty serves as alegacy shaping American imperialism.

2. Historical Context of Military Expansion: The conventional framing of

the "Indian wars' in American history trivializes the grave consequences of
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