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About the book

In "Angela Davis. An Autobiography,” AngelaY. Davis offers a compelling
and insightful narrative that weaves together her personal journey with the
broader socio-political movements of the 20th century. Through her
reflections on activism, imprisonment, and the relentless pursuit of justice,
Davis creates a powerful testament to the struggle for civil rights and the
fight against systemic oppression. With her eloguent prose and profound
wisdom, she invites readers to examine not only her life but the pressing
issues that continue to resonate today, encouraging a deeper understanding
of the intersections between race, gender, and class. This autobiography is
not merely a chronicle of her achievements; it'sacall to action for al who

yearn for a more equitable society.
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About the author

AngelaY. Davisis an influentia activist, scholar, and author, renowned for
her pivotal rolein the civil rights movement and her enduring advocacy for
social justice, prison reform, and feminist theory. Born on January 26, 1944,
in Birmingham, Alabama, Davis emerged from a context marked by racial
segregation and social unrest, which profoundly shaped her worldview and
commitment to activism. A former member of the Black Panther Party and
the Communist Party USA, she gained international attention in the 1960s
and 1970s for her outspoken opposition to the systemic injustices faced by
marginalized communities. Davis's academic career is equally distinguished;
she has held professorships at institutions such as the University of
Cdlifornia, Santa Cruz, where she teaches courses on the intersections of
race, class, gender, and the prison system. Through her prolific writings,
public speaking, and relentless activism, Angela Y. Davis continues to
Inspire generations to challenge oppression and envision a more equitable

society.
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Part 1 Summary: Nets

The narrative unfolds as Angela Davis reflects on her experiences as a
fugitive following the Marin County courthouse revolt and the subsequent
death of her friend Jonathan Jackson. This turmoil catalyzes her journey into
hiding, entangled in grief, fear, and the relentless sense of surveillance from
law enforcement authorities. Her story illustrates the psychological and
physical trials faced not just by her, but by countless othersin similar

struggles for justice.

1. Escaping Reality: Davisinitially confronts her new reality while

hiding with her friend Helen. The weight of loss and the constant dread of
being captured force her into a state of vigilance. The anxieties of living asa
fugitive trandate into a visceral description of fear and surveillance, echoing

the oppressive experiences of African Americans throughout history.

2. A History of Surveillance Davis recounts how her earlier activism
and associations—with organizations like the Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee (SNCC) and the Communist Party—set the stage
for her current crisis. This background serves to explain the legal
entanglements that lead to her becoming a"wanted" fugitive, linking her

plight to broader systemic issues of racial injustice and political repression.

3. Solidarity Amidst Isolation: Once she finds refuge in avaried network
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of supporters, including Hattie and others who risk their safety to shelter
her, Davis articulates a sense of community that transcends her solitary
circumstances. The warmth of human connection offers a stark contrast to
the isolating fear of capture, showcasing the significance of support systems

in times of crisis.

4. Justice as a Social M ovement: The narrative transitions to reflect on

the connections between personal experience and collective action, as Davis
becomes a symbol of broader political struggles. Her experiencesin jails
reveal an informal network among incarcerated women, creating a culture of
resistance against the injustices they face. The women forge connections
through shared struggles, revealing an undercurrent of solidarity even amidst

deeply oppressive conditions.

5. Palitical Being in a Penal Context: With the backdrop of her new
surroundings in the correctional facility, Davis discusses the societal
structures attempting to break her spirit. She uses her influence to engage
fellow inmatesin political discourse, empowering them to understand their
shared experiences and organize around issues like bail reform and

collective rights.
6. Enduring Struggle Against Erasure Throughout her confinement,

Davis grapples with her identity as a political prisoner, discovering that her

struggles reflect larger issues of race, class, and systemic oppression. As she
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navigates her place within this environment, she finds strength in her
connections to radical politics, refusing to let her individuality be subsumed

by institutional narratives.

7. The Power of Resilience The climax of the text cuiminatesin a

fervent demonstration outside the Women's House of Detention,
symbolizing collective voices raised in solidarity. Davis experiences
moments of hope and despair as she balances between her realitiesin the jail

system and the hopeful currents of external support.

8. Extradition and I dentity: As Davisis ultimately extradited back to
California, the anticipation of facing the charges against her looms heavily.

She reflects on the implications of her capture as not just an individual

event, but as emblematic of a society's broader oppressive tactics against

marginalized voices.

Through her narrative, Angela Davis weaves arich tapestry of individual
struggle, collective resilience, and the quest for justice, revealing both
personal and systemic challenges entrenched within the American penal
system. As she faces her extradition, the interconnectedness of her life,
political beliefs, and the larger historical context of racial and political

Injustices remains deeply resonant.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Solidarity Amidst Isolation

Critical Interpretation: Imagine finding yourself isolated, navigating a
storm of fear and uncertainty, yet in the depths of your struggle, you
uncover alifeline: the warmth of community. This chapter of Angela
Daviss lifeinvites you to reflect on your own experiences of
vulnerability, highlighting the profound impact human connection can
have in your darkest moments. Just as Davis discovered that her
survival hinged on the solidarity of others who risked their safety to
support her, you too can draw strength from the relationships that
bolster you. In times of personal turmoil, remember the transformative
power of empathy and community, and seek out those connections
that will uplift you, reminding you that you are never truly alonein

your battle for justice and hope.
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Part 2 Summary: Rocks

In the second part of “Angela Davis,” the author recounts her experiences
growing up as aBlack child in Birmingham, Alabama, during the late 1940s
and 1950s. This formative period is marked by her family's transition from a
government housing project to aracially charged neighborhood known as
Dynamite Hill, and the myriad complexities of race, identity, and socia

justice she navigated as she matured.

1. Relocation and Racial Division: The Davis family moved from a
cramped government housing project to a large wooden house on Center
Street. This new environment, while offering space and a hint of nature, was
also a battleground for racial divisions. Asthe first Black family in a
predominantly white neighborhood, they faced hostility and violence.
Angelas early recognition of these racial tensions contrasted the communal
bonds she had experienced in the projects. This new community quickly
drew lines of demarcation, where crossing over resulted in threats of

violence.

2. Influence of Family: Angela s parents played a pivotal role in shaping
her understanding of race and love. Her mother encouraged a narrative of
potential and positivity concerning white individuals, stressing that hate was
not inherent. Despite the violence surrounding them, Angela s family

instilled in her a sense of dignity and arefusal to accept the hostility around
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them. Her father's insistence on vigilance hinted at the harsh realities of their
existence. Additionally, familial visitsto their ancestral farm in Marengo
County connected Angelato her heritage, contrasting the oppression they
faced in the city with anostalgic view of their past.

3. Confronting Racism and I dentity: As Angela began attending school,
she perceived for the first time the inequities in education and
socioeconomic status. The shoddy conditions of her school, Carrie A.
Tuggle, stood in stark contrast to the well-kept white schools nearby. This
disparity deeply impacted her understanding of systemic racism and issues
of class within her own community. Gratified by reading and education,
Angela emerged with a sense of responsibility towards her less fortunate

peers, often going to great lengths to share her resources with them.

4. Peer Dynamics and Violence The violence among her peers mirrored
the racial violence in the world around them. In school and during various
social scenarios, Angela witnessed fights that reflected the struggle,
confusion, and fear present within their community. She identified this
internalized violence as a consequence of broader societal oppression,

driving her desire to push for understanding and change.
5. Cultural Education: Despite the adversity, Angelafound

empowerment in her school's structure, which focused on Black History,

fostering pride in their identity. Programs like Negro History Week enabled
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her to connect with inspiring figures, creating a sense of collective strength
among her peers. Y et, the ambivalence in teaching styles conflicted with her

internal understanding of racial injustices.

6. Seizing Opportunities Asracia tensions escalated with the
emergence of the civil rights movement, Angelafelt an urge to participate
but was held back by her age and gender. Fear of the consequences of civil
disobedience haunted her upbringing, deepening her frustrations with
systemic oppression. Nevertheless, her parents commitment to the
movement inspired her, even as she navigated the complexities of

adolescence and aspiration.

7. Escaping to New York As she yearned for escape from her provincia
surroundings, Angela discovered educational opportunitiesin the North,
notably the early entrance program at Fisk University and a chance to attend
an integrated high school in New Y ork. The decision to leave Birmingham,
despite her mother's reservations, was marked by her quest for both freedom

and broader understandings of culture and opportunities.

8. Newport and Political Awakening Arriving in New Y ork, Angelawas
introduced to a progressive educationa environment starkly different from
Birmingham'’s culture. She attended a school that was a haven for

open-minded learning, where she could explore socialism and develop a

deeper critique of capitalist society. It was through this education that she
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began to view the struggles of Black people through a class-based lens,
leading her toward aradical transformation in her beliefs.

9. Engagement with Activism: Angela became involved in youth
organizations like Advance, solidifying her connections with prominent
civil rightsfigures. As protests and sit-ins emerged in the South, she
expressed her desire to return home, feeling a growing urgency to join the
movement directly. Her personal journey intertwined with the broader fight

for justice, shaping her commitment to activism at a crucial timein history.

Through these different stages of her young life, Angela Davis reflects on
the jagged intersections of race, identity, and societal structures that shaped
her worldview. These cumulative experiences not only molded her as an
individual but also laid the foundation for her later activism and scholarship

as a prominent figure in the civil rights movement.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of community and family support in
overcoming adversity.

Critical Interpretation: Asyou reflect on Angela Davis's childhood
experiences in Birmingham, consider how essential it isto cultivate a
supportive network of family and friends who uplift you, especially
during challenging times. Just like Angela's parentsinstilled resilience
and pridein her, you can draw strength from your loved ones to
navigate life's obstacles. Embrace the values of love, dignity, and
understanding that shape your identity, reminding you that the bonds
you nurture can empower you to rise above societal challenges and
advocate for change. Let the story of Angela’ s family inspire you to
foster your own supportive community, where mutual empowerment

becomes a catalyst for personal and collective growth.
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Part 3: Waters

Part Three of Angela Davis's narrative describes her experience of isolation
and awakening during her college years at Brandeis University and her
subsequent journey abroad, which played a significant role in shaping her

political consciousness.

1. Theinitial sense of alienation: Arriving at Brandeis University, Angela
was acutely aware of her status as one of the few Black students amid a
largely white population. Despite receiving afull scholarship, she battled
feelings of anger, loneliness, and dislocation. Her experiences were shaped
further by the isolating atmosphere of Waltham, M assachusetts, which

lacked social and cultural connections.

2. Building connections: Despite her overall disillusionment, Angelafound
solace in afew friendships, particularly with Alice, another Black student,

and others at the university, including political figures and international
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Part 4 Summary: Flames

In the summer of 1967, Angela Davis attended a conference in London titled
"The Dialectics of Liberation," featuring prominent figures such as Herbert
Marcuse and Stokely Carmichael. The conference attracted an eclectic mix
of participants, including Marxist theorists, radical activists, and hippies, al
sharing a commitment to social justice. During this event, Davis observed
the parallel struggles of Black communities in London and the United States,
leading her to critique the tendency among some leaders to view all white
individuals as enemies. She recognized the need for a more nuanced
understanding of the systemic issues of racism, and she realized that an
emotional response would not suffice for a political solution to the

oppression faced by Black people.

Davis spent time with Carmichael and Michael X, amilitant West Indian
leader, discussing the importance of integrating the Black liberation struggle
into a broader revolutionary movement that included all working people,
which should ideally |ean towards socialism. However, she was
disillusioned to find resistance to Marxist ideas among some Black |eaders,
demonstrating a disconnect she hoped would be addressed through

Carmichael's upcoming trip to Cuba.

Upon returning to Southern California, Davis's efforts to engage with the

local Black community were met with frustration, asinitial attemptsto
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connect with leaders like Tommy Jin Watts proved futile. In San Diego, she
connected with graduate students and attempted to join local movement
efforts but remained isolated. She participated in a protest against the
Vietnam War, revealing her feelings of alienation among her peers,
compounded by the growing police presence at such demonstrations.
Following afrustrating experience with law enforcement after protests,
Davis and her friends were eventually released, leading them to further

explore organizing against police violence.

By the fall of 1967, Davis was excited to be a part of a burgeoning Black
Student Union at the University of California, San Diego, which marked a
significant milestone in her activism. The organization aimed to unite Black
and working-class students to address systemic injustices. During thistime,
Davis attended the Black Y outh Conference in Watts, which showcased the
strengths of Black culture but also the lingering sectarian and ideol ogical

conflicts among various factions within the Black struggle.

An encounter with a surge of violence at the conference illustrated the deep
political dividesthat existed. Davis was particularly struck by the passionate
speeches from figures like James Forman of SNCC, who advocated for a
combined class and race analysis within the movement. Thisled Davisto
re-evaluate her place within various factions of activism, seeking a path that

could facilitate broader unity.
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The assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr. in April 1968 hit Davis
profoundly, igniting both sorrow and rage. With tensionsrising in urban
areas, she and other activists strategized ways to channel the community's
anger productively through organized resistance rather than violence. Their
work culminated in arally that united various factions against systemic
racism, advocating for the release of political prisoners like the Soledad

Brothers.

Davis'sinvolvement with the Black Panther Party and various other
organizations reflected her evolving understanding of revolutionary poalitics,
the collective struggle, and the importance of grassroots organizing. She
became heavily involved in mobilizing support for the imprisoned Soledad
Brothers, writing extensively about the necessity to confront not just
individual cases, but the larger systemic issues that bound together the

struggles for liberation across different communities.

Her activism attracted national attention, leading to further repression from
authorities. After openly declaring her Communist Party membership, she
faced a barrage of threats and media scrutiny, revealing the deeply
entrenched anti-communism and racism that pervaded American society.

Nonetheless, her commitment to struggle for justice only deepened.

Ultimately, Davis's experiences, reflections, and evolving political

consciousness illustrate the intersectionality of race, class, and gender in the
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fight for liberation and the challenges activist movements faced in
navigating ideological differences, state repression, and the need for
solidarity. Through her story, she emphasi zes that revolution transcends
mere participation; it is a lifelong commitment interwoven with the

aspiration for a collective, free existence for al marginalized peoples.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of collective struggle and solidarity among
marginalized communities.

Critical Interpretation: Asyou reflect on Angela Davissjourney,
consider how vital it isto engage with diverse voices in your own
community. You may find yourself inspired to look beyond the surface
differences and unite with others who are fighting their own battles
against systemic injustices, recognizing that the struggles for racial,
economic, and gender equality are intertwined. Imagine channeling
your energy into building connections across various socia
movements, understanding that true freedom and justice can only be

achieved through collective action and solidarity.
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Part 5 Summary: Walls

PART FIVE: Walls explores Angela Davis's harrowing journey through the
prison system during a pivotal chapter of the Black liberation struggle in the
United States. Following her extradition from New Y ork to California, Davis
recounts the stark differences between facilities, her experiences with jailers,
and the ongoing support she receives from a dedicated grassroots movement

advocating for her and other political prisoners.

1. Upon her arrival in Marin County Jail, Davis is overwhelmed by a sense
of fear mixed with relief. While handcuffed and closely monitored, sheis
welcomed by a crowd chanting "Free Angela Davis." Thismoment actsas a
powerful source of strength for her amid the oppressive environment of
incarceration. She contrasts the new jail with the degrading conditions she
faced at the Women's House of Detention in New Y ork, highlighting the

pervasive surveillance and discomfort within the prison walls.

2. As she navigates through the mechanical and sterile environment of Marin
County Jail, Davis's feelings oscillate between anger at state oppression and
ayearning for connection with her comrades, especially her fellow prisoners
and her legal team. Her thoughts frequently drift toward her incarcerated
friends, particularly George Jackson, revealing the deep-rooted connections
between their struggles and the broader fight against systemic racism and

injustice.
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3. Davis details the psychological toll of jail as she encounters solitude,
constant surveillance, and the threat of violence. The harrowing sounds of
other prisoners screams heighten her anxiety, illustrating the brutal reality
of life behind bars. Despite this, the solidarity she feels from her supporters

fuels her motivation to resist the mechanisms of oppression.

4. In the courtroom, the process of legal representation unfolds against the
backdrop of adeeply flawed judicial system. Davis emphasizes that the fight
for her freedom transcends personal liberty; it reflects a broader movement
against racism and oppressive state power. The organization of alega
defense team becomes a crucial method for articulating her political stance
and advocating for the collective rights of marginalized groups, while also

maintaining a steadfast commitment to her political beliefs.

5. As her case progresses, Davis reflects on the implications of various legal
strategies. The complexity of navigating alegal system laden with racial bias
becomes evident, as the courtroom dynamics reveal pervasive inequalities
and manipulation of the law to maintain existing power structures. Her
insistence on participating as co-counsel demonstrates her determination to

assert her agency in the fight against systemic oppression.

6. Davis' s reflections culminate in the emotional resonance of George

Jackson's murder and the solidarity it inspires within the movement. His
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death catalyzes renewed anger and motivation for collective action,
reinforcing her belief in the necessity of continued struggle for freedom. The
narrative intersperses personal grief with a resolute commitment to

combating injustice.

7. The struggles and strategies detailed in these accounts signify a broader
quest for liberation that unites diverse community members, framed around
the mission to free political prisoners and dismantle the structural forces
fueling oppression. The intricate web of support networks and robust
grassroots organizing emerges as crucial elementsin challenging injustice,

underscoring the power of collective action.

8. As Davis chronicles her eventual release on bail, her elation is tempered
by a profound awareness of the ongoing struggles faced by her comrades
still imprisoned. She acknowledges that her newfound freedom is
intertwined with a collective responsibility to advocate for those who remain
behind bars. This underscores her commitment to using her voice and

agency to forge paths toward liberation for all political prisoners.

PART FIVE encapsulates the intersection of personal narrative and broader
political discourse, highlighting the resilience of Angela Davis as she
navigates the complexities of incarceration, the challenges of the lega
system, and the unwavering support of acommitted movement. Her

experiences become a testament to the relentless fight for justice and
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equality, emphasizing that true freedom cannot exist without fighting for the
liberation of all oppressed individuals.

Section

Introduction

Arrival at
Marin County
Jail

Navigating
Jail
Environment

Psychological
Toll

Courtroom
Experience

Legal
Strategies

Impact of
George
Jackson's
Murder

Broader
Movement for
Liberation

Release on
Bail

More Free Book

Summary

Chapter explores Davis's experiences in the prison system during the
Black liberation struggle, highlighting her extradition and the support
from grassroots movements.

Dauvis feels fear and relief, welcomed by chants of "Free Angela Davis"
amid oppressive conditions, contrasting Marin with the degrading New
York prison.

Davis oscillates between anger at oppression and yearning for
connection with comrades and prisoners, reflecting on her friendships
with fellow activists like George Jackson.

Describes the mental strain of solitude and surveillance, noting the
impact of other prisoners' cries, while solidarity fuels her resistance.

Legal representation highlights systemic flaws; her case symbolizes a
larger fight against racism and oppression, and forming a legal team is
critical for advocacy.

Davis discusses navigating a biased legal system, asserting her
agency as co-counsel and revealing inequalities in courtroom
dynamics.

Jackson's death inspires renewed anger and motivation for collective
action, intertwining personal grief with commitment to justice.

Details the network of support and grassroots efforts essential in
advocating for political prisoners and dismantling oppression.

While elated about her release, Davis remains aware of her comrades
still imprisoned and strengthens her resolve to advocate for their
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Section Summary
liberation.

Personal and political narratives intertwine, showcasing Davis's
Conclusion resilience and the ongoing fight for justice, emphasizing collective
liberation.
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Part 6: Bridges

During Angela Davis' time at Brandeis University, she and afriend, Lani,
hitchhiked to Gloucester, M assachusetts, to experience the beauty of the
town. Their journey, however, was a violation of the strict rules governing
female students, leading to atrial at the university when they were caught
spending the night in a men's dormitory. The tribunal's self-righteous
condemnation exemplified the moral policing that female students faced,
treating Davis and Lani as "moral criminals." The two were sentenced to
thirty days of restricted dormitory access, showcasing the oppressive nature

of institutional regulations.

Fast forward to Davis' later experiences as a defendant in afar more
consequential trial, she drew parallels between the trivial university tribunal
and the life-threatening reality of her current situation. The courtroom
atmosphere was charged with tension as jury selections began, and

pre-existing biases against her were revealed during the voir dire process.
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Best Quotes from Angela Davisby Angela Y. Daviswith
Page Numbers

Part 1| Quotes from pages 9-56

1. | had to look normal; | could not arouse the suspicion of the attendant in the station
where we would have to gas up the car.

2. Thousands of my ancestors had waited, as | had done, for nightfall to cover their
steps, had leaned on one true friend to help them, had felt, as | did, the very teeth of the
dogs at their heels.

3. It would be difficult, but not impossible.

4. | had to be worthy of them.

5. The struggle would be difficult, but there was already a hint of victory.

6. | was almost able to concentrate on the anecdotes Hattie told me about her career as
an entertainer and how she had plowed her way through all the discrimination to assert
herself as the dancer she wanted to be.

7. The thought of being indefinitely exiled in some other country was even more
horrible than the idea of being locked up in jail.

8. | had seen more brutality than most people can expect to seein alifetime.

9. Evenif they did take her to a halfway decent hospital, what would happen to the
infant once it was born?

10. The circumstances that created my hunted state were perhaps a bit more

complicated, but not all that different.

Part 2 | Quotes from pages 57-80
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1. "Because of its steeples and gables and peeling paint, the house was said to be
haunted."

2. "My mother always said, love had been ordained by God. White peopl€e's
hatred of us was neither natural nor eternal.”

3. "It hurt to see us folding in on ourselves, using ourselves as whipping
posts because we did not yet know how to struggle against the real cause of
our misery."

4."What | did, | did quietly, without any fanfare. It seemed to me that if
there were hungry children, something was wrong and if | did nothing about
it, | would be wrong too."

5. "Therefusal or inability to do something, say something when athing
needed doing or saying, was unbearable."

6. "All previous historical movements were movements of minorities, or in
the interests of minorities. The proletarian movement is the self-conscious,
independent movement of the immense majority, in the interest of the
Immense majority."

7. "For thefirst time, | became acquainted with the notion that there could be
an ideal socioeconomic arrangement; that every person could give to the
society according to his ability and his talents, and that in turn he could
recelve material and spiritual aid in accordance with his needs."

8. "Thefina words of the Manifesto moved me to an overwhelming desire
to throw myself into the communist movement: 'L et the ruling classes
tremble at a Communist revolution. The proletarians have nothing to lose

but their chains. They have aworld to win."
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9. "Images surged up in my mind of Black workers in Birmingham trekking
every morning to the steel mills or descending into the mines."

10. "My ideas about Black liberation were imprecise, and | could not find
the right concepts to articulate them; still, | was acquiring some

understanding about how capitalism could be abolished."

Part 3 | Quotes from pages 81-100

1. Inthe artificial surroundings of an isolated, virtually all-white college campus, | had
allowed myself to cultivate this nihilistic attitude. It was as if in order to fight off the
unreal quality of my environment, | leaped desperately into another equally unreal
mode of living.

2. It was good to fedl part of amovement and once again be participating in rallies,
teach-ins, demonstrations.

3. | found myself constantly thinking about my people in Birmingham, my peoplein
Harlem.

4. The experiences of the summer still very much alive, | felt older and more confident.
5. Language was one of those barriers which could be removed easily.

6. Had they drawn the curtain and bowed to applause, it would have been as if their
commitment was simply ‘art.' The Cubans continued their dancing, doing a spirited
conga right off the stage and into the audience.

7. Those bomb-wielding racists... wanted to destroy this movement before it became
too deeply rooted in our minds and our lives.

8. My decision to study in Frankfurt had been made in 1964, against the backdrop of

relative political tranquility. But by the time | left in the summer of 1965, thousands of
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sisters and brothers were screaming in the streets of Los Angeles that they had obsen
the rules of the game long enough, too long.
9. The slogan 'Black Power' sprang out of a march in Mississippi.

10. The struggle was alife-nerve; our only hope for survival.
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Part 4 | Quotes from pages 101-187

1. "Revolution is a serious thing, the most serious thing about a revolutionary'slife.”

2. "Aslong as the Black response to racism remained purely emotional, we would go
nowhere."

3. "If you want to understand the meaning of thislaw, go to the D.A.!"

4. "Therefore | found it disappointing that the nationalist posture of the Black leadersin
London involved a strong resistance to socialism."

5. "For me, revolution was never an interim 'thing-to-do' before settling down; it was no
fashionable club with newly minted jargon..."

6. " Serious revolutionary work consists of persistent and methodical efforts through a
collective of other revolutionaries to organize the masses for action."

7. "When one commits oneself to the struggle, it must be for alifetime.”

8. "It was clear that the movement’ s leadership must push in the direction of socialism."”
9. "There was a natural inclination to identify the enemy as the white man... it would
solve nothing in the long run."

10. "The screams we cover with holy wings, in those days, we shall be terrible.”

Part 5| Quotes from pages 188-230

1. "Free Angela Davis and all political prisoners!”

2. "l raised my fists, | was pushed into an elevator that opened into the booking area of
thejall... But | could feel them and | felt happy and strong because of them."

3. "I had to have lawyers who agreed that the case was a political one."

4. "We therefore had to continually strengthen the people's movement that was our only
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hope of beating the odds."

5. "Justice in the United States...the participantsin atrial...should not be
seen as struggling against one another."

6. "There was absolutely nothing | had in common with the men sitting
around the courtroom circle."

7. "Unity was the only sure way to carry us both to victory."

8. "After al, | had been certain that there would not be the flimsiest chance
of victory...But | began to understand my own misudgment.”

9. "What mattered was that | reaffirm my commitment to the fight to free dl
political prisoners."

10. "If | could not be satisfied with my freedom alone, they could not be
satisfied either.”

Part 6 | Quotes from pages 231-264

1. "Bridges walls turned sideways are bridges."

2. "We had to appear before this tribunal or be expelled from the university — because
we had simply wanted to enjoy the beauty of an autumn day, and had not allowed the
rulesto inhibit us."

3. "I never forgot the self-righteous condemnation of that tribunal. They were
convinced they had aright to play God, master and mother."

4. "We were hoping that our instincts were correct about Mrs. Mary Timothy, whose
son had been a conscientious objector to the Vietnam war."

5. "The system was poised against us. That was what had come through so powerfully

in Mrs. Hemphill's words."
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6. "The evidence will show that my involvement in the movement to free the Soledac
Brothers began long before | had any personal contact with George Jackson."
7. "There will be no evidence offered by the prosecution over the next few
weeks of the exercise by the defendant of her right of free speech and
assembly under the First Amendment."

8. "You will learn that shortly after Fleeta Drumgo, John Clutchette and
George Jackson were indicted, | began to attend public meetings designed to
lay the basis for a movement to publicly defend them from the unfounded
charges."

9. "When we heard that the Soledad Brothers were acquitted, we screamed,
we hugged each other, we jumped up and down. 'The Soledad Brothers are
free."

10. "The principle of survival dictates the annihilation of all that compels us

to order our lives around that principle.”
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Angela Davis Discussion Questions

Part 1| Nets| Q& A

What circumstances led Angela Davisto go into hiding in August 19707?

Angela Davis went into hiding following the Marin County Courthouse revolt on
August 7, 1970, where her friend Jonathan Jackson was killed. The revolt involved
prisoners who attempted to take a judge hostage and led to the deaths of several
individuals, including Jonathan and other prisoners. The authorities connected Davisto
the incident through aregistered gun in her name used during the revolt, which resulted
in her being charged with murder, kidnapping, and conspiracy. During thistime, she
was also already facing political persecution for her affiliation with the Communist

Party and her activism related to the Soledad Brothers case.

How does Angela Davis describe her emotional state whilein hiding with her
friend Helen?

Angela Davis describes her emotional state as one filled with anguish, grief, and fear.
She reflects on her grief over Jonathan's death, her fear of being captured by the
authorities, and her heightened paranoia as a fugitive. She expresses a profound sense
of vulnerability, asif she feels defenseless against an unseen enemy, likening her fear to
childhood experiences of darkness and isolation. The emotional turmoil is compounded
by her dissatisfaction with her appearance while trying to disguise herself, which adds

to her feelings of absurdity and grotesqueness.
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What role does the hair wig play in Angela Davis's experience of her disguise and
emotional state?

The wig that Angela Davis wears symbolizes her attempts to adopt a

disguise while hiding from law enforcement. Initially, it serves as ameans

for her to blend in and appear 'normal’ to avoid detection. However, she

struggles with the wig, feeling it does not adequately cover her real self and

that it makes her appearance grotesgue and absurd. The struggle to adjust the

wig symbolizes her internal conflict; it reflects her desire to conceal her

identity and the emotional strain caused by being a fugitive, enhancing her

sense of alienation and the burdens of her circumstances.

How doesthe environment and the people around Angela Davisduring
her hiding influence her situation?

In her hiding, Angela Davis is surrounded by supportive people, particularly
her friend Helen, who provides her with comfort and understanding during
this tumultuous period. The environment is fraught with tension due to the
looming threat of capture, which affects her psyche and heightens her
paranoia. However, there is afeeling of solidarity and resilience among the
people around her, which contrasts with her feelings of isolation. The quiet,
hidden life she leads reflects a broader legacy of struggles faced by her
ancestors, drawing parallels between her plight as a fugitive and their

historical fight for freedom and dignity.
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What actions and emotions does Angela Davis depict throughout her
underground period?

Angela Davisillustrates a myriad of actions and emotions during her
underground period: the constant fear of arrest, the burden of guilt over
Jonathan's death, and a deegpening sense of loneliness interwoven with
moments of solidarity and connection with others like Helen. She reflects on
her need to maintain composure while feeling overwhelmed by emotions
like anguish and rage regarding the systemic injustices faced by her
community. Davis captures the complexity of living asa
fugitive—balancing the instinct for self-preservation with her commitment
to the political struggle for justice and liberation, thus exemplifying her dual

identity as both a hunted individual and arevolutionary activist.

Part 2 | Rocks| Q& A

What was the significance of the moveto Center Street for Angela Davisand her
family?

The move to Center Street represented a significant change in Angela Davisslife asit
marked the transition from living in a crowded government housing project to amore
spacious environment. This new neighborhood was predominantly white, and Angela
became acutely aware of the racial divide when her family faced hostility from the
white residents. The shift also offered her family more space, including access to nature
with woods and fruit trees, but it also subjected them to the realities of racism,

exemplified by the term 'Dynamite Hill,' referring to the bombings targeting Black
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families moving into the area.

How did Angela's parentsinfluence her perspective on race and identity
during her childhood?

Angela's parents played a crucia role in shaping her understanding of race
and identity. Her mother, in particular, sought to instill in Angela a belief
that love and humanity transcend the hatred that white people directed
towards them. She worked to help Angela see the potential for change and
understanding between races, despite the pervasive racism they experienced.
This nurturing of self-identity and resilience was countered by Angela's real
experiences with racism, leading to a complex relationship with her own

identity as a Black child in a segregated society.

Describe an example of how Angela Davis and her peersnavigated the
challenges posed by racism in their environment.

Angela and her friends developed their own strategies to cope with racism
and maintain their dignity. One notable example was their practice of
shouting derogatory names at passing white cars, which served both as a
form of resistance and away to bond over their shared experiences. By
reclaiming the power in their words, they sought to assert their identity and
offset the internalized racism expected from them, allowing for moments of

humor and camaraderie.
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What role did Angela's educational experiences play in her

understanding of social inequalities?

Angela's educational experiences significantly contributed to her awareness
of social inequalities. Attending an underfunded Black school, Carrie A.
Tuggle Elementary, exposed her to the stark differencesin resources
compared to white schools. The poor conditions, such as insufficient
textbooks and inadequate facilities, highlighted systemic racism.
Furthermore, the curriculum, which only marginally included Black
historical figures while primarily focusing on white history, reinforced her

understanding of the devaluation of Black lives and the struggle for equality.

In what way did Angela Davis'sinteractionsin New York differ from
her experiences growing up in Birmingham?

Angelasinteractionsin New Y ork during her formative years contrasted
sharply with her experiences in Birmingham. In New Y ork, she was exposed
to a more diverse population where she interacted with Black, Puerto Rican,
and white children, challenging her earlier notions of segregation. However,
she quickly learned that racism existed in the North as well, particularly
through the experiences of friends targeted by police due to their racial
backgrounds. This realization contributed to her growing understanding of
the broader nuances of racial dynamicsin America, fostering an awareness

of systemic oppression that transcended regional boundaries.

Part 3| Waters| Q& A
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What were Angela Davis's feelings of alienation and isolation at Brandeis
University?

Angela Davis described her feelings of alienation and isolation at Brandeis
University as overwhelming. Upon her arrival, she sensed that the campus
was a cocoon, particularly initslack of diversity—her full scholarship was
part of an effort to increase the number of Black students, which at that time
included only two others, both of whom were women. Davis felt out of place
and angry, struggling with the feeling of being an outsider in a
predominantly white institution. She did not actively seek friendships and
chose to cultivate her isolation, feeling that it was a romantic endeavor rather
than one of despair. This sense of alienation was further reinforced by her
involvement with existentialist literature, which encouraged aretreat into her

inner self and argection of the outside social life at Brandeis.

How did the Cuban Missile Crisisinfluence Davis's political
consciousness during her time at Brandeis?

The Cuban Missile Crisis profoundly impacted Angela Davis's political
awareness and sense of urgency regarding global and personal crises. When
the news broke, the campus atmosphere shifted; students were gripped by
fear for their lives and reacted in a panic, revealing a selfish quality in their
concerns. Davis noticed a stark contrast between their self-interested
responses and the broader implications of the crisis, particularly regarding

the plight of people in Cuba. The situation ignited a wave of activism on
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campus, leading to arally where influential figures like James Baldwin
spoke, urging students to channel their fears into political action.
Throughout this period, Davis felt arenewed sense of belonging as she
participated in protests and demonstrations, and her friendship with foreign
students further deepened her understanding of interconnected struggles

against oppression.

Who wer e some key figures and friends that Angela Davis connected
with during her studies, and how did they influence her personal and
political development?

During her time at Brandeis University and later in Europe, Angela Davis
formed several influential friendships. Notably, she became close with
Alice, one of the few Black students at Brandeis, who provided a sense of
camaraderie in an otherwise isolating environment. She also developed
relationships with foreign students such as Lalit, an Indian man whose
discussions about the struggles of his people helped Davis see the universal
nature of oppression; Melanie from the Philippines; and Mac, a South
Vietnamese woman facing deportation. These friendships exposed her to
various liberation struggles around the world, reinforcing the notion of

i nterconnectedness between oppressed peoples. Additionally, she admired
and learned from figures like James Baldwin, whose lectures inspired her to

engage more deeply with literature and the socio-political landscape.
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What were the key experiences Angela Davis had during the Eighth

World Festival for Y outh and Students in Helsinki, and how did they

affect her worldview?

At the Eighth World Festival for Y outh and Studentsin Helsinki, Angela
Davis experienced a critical awakening in her understanding of global
liberation movements. She participated in cultural programs and political
seminars that highlighted struggles from various regions, such as Africa,
Latin America, and Asia. The Cuban delegation's performance especially left
alasting impression on her, demonstrating the spirit of revolution and unity
among oppressed peoples. The festival acted as a catalyst for her political
consciousness, reinforcing her belief in collective struggle and solidarity. It
also illuminated the active involvement of young revolutionaries worldwide,
which deepened her commitment to linking her own struggles for Black

liberation with those of other marginalized groups globally.

How did Angela Davis stimein Europe shape her educational jour ney
and political activism, particularly in response to the social movements
in the United States?

Angela Davis's time in Europe was pivotal in shaping her educational
journey and political activism. While studying in France and then Germany,
she immersed herself in philosophy, reading influential works by thinkers
like Kant, Hegel, and Marx. Thisintellectual engagement was

complemented by her active participation in the German student protests,
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particularly those organized by the Socialist German Student League (SDS)
against US aggression in Vietnam. Experiences such as witnessing the rise
of Black Power movements back home while being geographically distant
heightened her sense of urgency about her role in the struggle for social
justice. Despite her academic achievements, she felt increasingly isolated
from the direct action occurring in the US. Ultimately, this led her to decide
to return home, where she believed her education and experiences could be

more effectively utilized in the ongoing fight for Black liberation.
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Part 4 | Flames | Q& A

What were Angela Davis's main observations during the 1967 conferencein
London?

Angela Davis noted that the conference, themed "The Dialectics of Liberation,"
attracted a diverse group of attendees, including Marxist theorists, psychologists, Black
Power advocates, and hippies. She highlighted the heavy presence of marijuana smoke
and rumors of speakers being under the influence of drugs, indicating a chaotic but
vibrant atmosphere. She was struck by the leadership of Black figures like Stokely
Carmichael and Michael X and felt a strong connection with West Indian communities
in London, recognizing their struggles mirrored those of Black communitiesin the U.S.
However, Davis expressed concern that some in the Black liberation movement
dismissed Marxism as merely a "white man's thing,” which she believed hindered the

potential for a revolutionary movement that included all working-class people.

How did Angela Davis feel about the Black liberation movement'sresponse to
racism, asdiscussed in the chapter?

Angela Davis was critical of the emotional responses among some leaders within the
Black liberation movement to racism, suggesting that purely emotional reactions would
not lead to lasting change. She emphasized the need for a political solution instead of
viewing all white people as the enemy, which she believed blocked the path to a unified
struggle. Davis argued that the Black liberation struggle needed to incorporate Marxist

ideas and recognize the role of institutionalized racism that serves the interests of the
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capitalist class, rather than just the racist attitudes of individuals.

What experiences did Angela Davis recount about her early daysat the
university in Southern California?

Upon arriving in Southern California, Angela Davis experienced significant
isolation, as she struggled to connect with the local Black community. She
attempted to reach out to local Black leaders but faced alack of enthusiasm
or responses, which led to her frustration and feelings of being disconnected
from the movement. However, she eventually joined aradical student
organization and participated in a demonstration against the Vietham War,
which helped her gain a sense of involvement, despite feeling alienated from
the white students. The police response to the demonstration escal ated
tensions and ended with her and others being arrested, an experience that
underscored her understanding of police brutality and repression against

political activism.

Describe the significance of the Black Y outh Conference Angela
attended in November 1967.

The Black Y outh Conference in November 1967 was significant for Angela
Davis asit represented a powerful culmination of Black unity and strength,
juxtaposed against the chaos of factions within the Black liberation
movement. The event featured vibrant cultural expressions alongside severe

ideological conflicts, as a gun battle erupted between rival organizations.
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This chaotic moment made Davis realize the complexities and divisions
within the movement, reinforcing her beliefs that clarity in ideology and
unity among the different groups were essential for effective political action.
She appreciated the calls for social change and was particularly impacted by
the speeches advocating revolutionary change, noting the necessity of
moving past mere cultural nationalism toward a more comprehensive

approach that included class consciousness,

How did the events surrounding Jonathan Jackson'srevolt in the
courtroom affect Angela Davis's per spective on the Black liberation
struggle?

Jonathan Jackson's revolt in the courtroom profoundly impacted Angela
Davis's understanding of the urgency of the Black liberation struggle. His
actions demonstrated the desperation and determination of young Black
people, exemplifying the lengths to which individuals would go to seek
justice for their brothers imprisoned under false pretenses. The tragic
outcome of Jonathan's death galvanized her resolve to fight against systemic
oppression and to expand the movement for the freedom of the Soledad
Brothers. Davis recognized that each act of resistance, no matter how violent
or chaotic, was intertwined with broader struggles for liberty, dignity, and
justice for all Black prisoners, motivating her to channel her anger and grief
into practical organizing efforts against the oppression faced by Black

communities.
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Part 5| Walls| Q& A

What was Angela Davis'sfirst impression upon arriving at the Marin County Jail
after her extradition?

Angela Davis described her arrival at the Marin County Jail as starkly different from
her previousjail experiences. She noted the facility's cleanliness and modernity
compared to the filthy and dim conditions of the Women's House of Detention in New
Y ork. The Marin County Jail had bright fluorescent lights, shiny floors, and a
surveillance system with small television screens. However, despite these attributes, she
felt amix of anger and slight relief as she was processed through the booking ritual
again, feeling rejuvenated by the solidarity of the crowd chanting 'Free Angela Davis

and all political prisoners outside.

How did Angela Davis per ceive the treatment of political prisonersin her new
environment compared to her previousincarceration?

In Marin County Jail, Angela realized the surroundings seemed designed to survell and
control rather than rehabilitate or support inmates. She faced solitary confinement with
little contact with the outside world, which made her reflect on those like her brothers
in San Quentin. She highlighted the disparitiesin treatment, particularly the differences
in her case being seen as politically charged. Angela understood that her imprisonment
came not just with the intent to confine her but to silence her political voice, viewing
her situation in the context of a broader struggle against systemic racism and injustice

in the penal system.
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What were Angela Davis's feelings about her legal representation and the
importance of political consciousnessin her trial ?

Angela emphasi zed the need for alegal team that understood the political
nature of her case and could relate her trial to the broader struggle against
systemic oppression. She felt that her lawyers should be sensitive to the
political implications of her contributions as a speaker and an activist and
recognized that the courtroom proceedings were intricately linked to the
movement outside. Angelawanted her team not only to defend her legally
but to reflect the collective struggle of all oppressed individuals, signaling
the importance of maintaining a political consciousness throughout her legal
battle.

Can you explain the significance of the Supreme Court's abaolition of the
death penalty in relation to Angela Davis's case?

The abolition of the death penalty significantly impacted Angela's case by
providing alegal basisfor her application for bail. Prior to this ruling, her
chargesincluded capital offenses, which had been cited as a reason for
denying her bail. With the ruling, the conditions that had justified her
continued incarceration on the grounds of potential capital punishment
ceased to exist, putting pressure on the courts to reassess her bail

application. Angela viewed this as avictory not only for her but also as part
of the broader fight against the oppressive pena system that had targeted

numerous political prisoners, suggesting a turning point in how society
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viewed justice for marginalized communities.

What emotional response did Angela Davis have to the news of George
Jackson'sdeath, and how did thisinfluence her sense of purpose?

Upon receiving the news of George Jackson's death, Angela experienced
profound grief and rage. She described feeling frozen and utterly desolate
after confirming the tragic news, as George represented not only a
comradeship but alarger embodiment of the struggle against oppression.
This event reinforced her commitment to continue fighting for the cause
George died for. Angela channeled her personal pain into a collective anger,
highlighting the need to intensify her struggle for liberation not only for
herself but for all political prisoners, ensuring that George's legacy would

INspire ongoing resistance against systemic injustice.

Part 6 | Bridges| Q& A

What adventurous activity does Angela Davisrecount she engaged in during her
first year at Brandeis University?

Angelarecalls hitchhiking with her friend Lani to Gloucester, Massachusetts. They
intended to spend the night there, engaging in aminor transgression of the strict rules
imposed on femal e students concerning curfews and outings. The experience included

exploring the beautiful coastal scenery and interacting with locals.
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How did Angela Davis and Lani attempt to subvert the university's curfew rules,
and what was the reaction from the university authorities?

Angelaand Lani signed out of their dormitory under the pretense that they

had permission from their parents to stay with acquaintancesin New Y ork.
Upon their return late, well past curfew, they sought refuge in amale friend's
dormitory to avoid being caught by security. However, they were later
summoned by the Dean of Women and were informed that they would have

to stand trial before awomen's tribunal for violating curfew and 'marred the

reputation of the university.'

What were Angela and Lani'sfeelingstowardsthetribunal that judged
them, and how did they respond during the proceedings?

Angelaand Lani felt incredulous and disgusted by the tribunal's judgment
and its self-righteous perspective on their actions, which they viewed as
double standards rooted in patriarchal values. Throughout the proceedings,
they remained defiant, challenging the tribunal's accusations with sarcasm
and derision, questioning the absurdity of the judgment being passed down

by women who had internalized oppressive societal norms.

In what way does Angela Davisdraw a parallel between her university
experience and her current legal battle shereflectson in the chapter?
Angelareflects on her experience in the university tribunal as a mock trial,

paralleling it with the serious courtroom setting of her actual trial for murder
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and conspiracy charges. She notes the same sense of unreality and the
outdated biases held by those in power, indicating that while the stakes were
higher in the current trial, the same prejudices and oppressive attitudes
persisted.

What does Angela Davisreveal about her jurorsduring thetrial and
how they wer e selected?

Angela discusses the juror selection process, highlighting the racial and
ideological biases present among the potential jurors. She describes the
guestioning process, revealing ajuror named Mrs. Janie Hemphill, the only
Black woman in the jury pool, and illustrates the systemic racism and
hostility that Black people, particularly women, face in society. Many jurors
displayed preconceived notions against her based on their biases, which

reinforced Angela s concerns about the fairness of her trial.
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