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About the book

In F. Scott Fitzgerald's poignant short story "Babylon Revisited," the

glimmering allure of the Roaring Twenties collides with the sobering

aftermath of personal loss and redemption, as Charlie Wales returns to Paris

in a desperate attempt to reclaim his former life and mend the broken bonds

with his beloved daughter, Honoria. Set against the backdrop of a city still

echoing with the hedonistic excesses that once captivated him, Charlie

navigates through a landscape fraught with memories of his past

indiscretions and the consequences of his former reckless lifestyle.

Fitzgerald masterfully explores themes of nostalgia, the passage of time, and

the elusive nature of happiness, leading readers on a reflective journey that

questions the possibility of second chances in a world forever marked by the

scars of one's choices. This bittersweet narrative not only highlights the

tragic beauty of lost dreams but also serves as a haunting reminder of the

relentless pursuit of redemption, making it an essential read for anyone

grappling with the complexities of life, love, and the haunting specters of

their past.
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About the author

F. Scott Fitzgerald was an iconic American novelist and short story writer,

widely recognized as one of the most influential literary figures of the 20th

century. Born on September 24, 1896, in St. Paul, Minnesota, he rose to

prominence in the 1920s, a period often referred to as the 'Jazz Age,' during

which he captured the spirit and complexities of the American Dream

through his distinctive narrative style and keen observations of society. His

most famous work, "The Great Gatsby," exemplifies his talent in exploring

themes of wealth, love, and the disillusionment of the American elite.

Despite his early success, Fitzgerald faced personal struggles, including

financial difficulties and battles with alcoholism, which ultimately impacted

his later works. His novella "Babylon Revisited," written in 1930, reflects

his introspection on loss, the emptiness of excess, and the personal

upheavals of his own life, serving as a poignant reminder of the

consequences of a bygone era.
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Chapter 1 Summary: The Ice Palace

In the first chapter of "Babylon Revisited" by F. Scott Fitzgerald, we are

 transported to the small town of Tarleton, Georgia, where the protagonist,

nineteen-year-old Sally Carrol Happer, is introduced. The sun bathes the

charming neighborhood in warmth, contrasting with the underlying tension

in Sally's life. As she gazes out from her bedroom window, she spots Clark

Darrow, a local boy, arriving in his worn-out Ford. Their casual banter

reveals a laid-back, familiar relationship, yet hints at deeper complexities

regarding Sally's desires and choices.

As Sally prepares to go swimming, she engages in light-hearted conversation

with Clark, who is entranced by her beauty and carefree nature. However,

their dialogue shifts toward a more serious topic—Sally's rumored

engagement to a Northern man named Harry Bellamy. This revelation

catches Sally off guard, and she brushes it off playfully, but her thoughts

reveal a yearning for something more than the sleepy life of Tarleton offers.

In a moment of candor, Sally tells Clark about her aspirations to explore the

world beyond their small town, expressing dissatisfaction with the

stagnation she perceives in her life and among her friends. She

acknowledges her love for Clark but admits she cannot marry him, fearing it

would lead to a life of inertia. This dichotomy of her affections—between

the familiarity of home and the allure of ambition—defines Sally's internal
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struggle.

When Clark presses her about her feelings for Harry, Sally defends her

choice as she seeks personal growth and adventure, a desire that seems to

clash with her roots. Their conversation is punctuated by admiration and

affection, but it also highlights the differences in their outlooks on life,

suggesting a growing rift between what Sally has known and what she longs

for.

The chapter transitions from warm, sunlit scenes in Tarleton to a glimpse of

her life with Harry in the North, where she feels both exhilaration and

trepidation. Her trip to visit Harry reveals her ambivalence; though she finds

enjoyment in the new experiences winter brings, her discomfort with the

cold and the unfamiliar societal dynamics of Harry's world becomes

pronounced. The chapter culminates in a vivid portrayal of Sally's internal

conflict: her longing for the pastoral Southern life she knows is challenged

by her pursuit of a more dynamic existence.

This initial chapter beautifully sets up the themes of longing, cultural

identity, and the struggle between comfort and aspiration, as it illuminates

Sally's dual nature and foreshadows the decisions she faces regarding her

future. The lush descriptions of Tarleton and the sharp contrast of her

Northern experiences create a rich backdrop for the complexities of her

character.
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Chapter 2 Summary: May Day

In the vibrant aftermath of World War I, the city buzzes with a celebratory

 spirit marked by parades and jubilant gatherings, showcasing the victory

and prosperity of the returning soldiers. Young men and women, full of life

and hope, crowd the streets, eager to indulge in luxury goods and revelry.

The excitement is palpable as Philip Dean, a handsome, well-off Yale

graduate, enjoys his time in New York, but his friend Gordon Sterrett arrives

in a much different state—thin, anxious, and plagued by the weight of

personal failure.

Gordon, once the envy of his peers for his fashion and charm, now presents a

troubled figure, a stark contrast to Dean’s carefree demeanor. As they talk, it

becomes evident that Gordon has fallen victim to his circumstances; he lost

his job, returned from France a shell of his former self, and has recently

encountered trouble with a young woman named Jewel Hudson, who

demands money under threatening pretenses.

Dean's urgency is to enjoy a holiday, but as Gordon shares his plight, their

longstanding friendship strains under the burdens of Gordon's desperate

behavior. Dean, initially resistant, eventually recognizes Gordon's need for

help and reluctantly considers lending him money, though his skepticism

grows as he realizes the depths of Gordon's troubles. Gordon's request for

$300 feels insurmountable, revealing his moral bankruptcy alongside
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financial ruin.

As they venture into the vibrant cityscape, the dichotomy becomes

pronounced: Dean revels in the youthful joy of post-war celebration, while

Gordon, reminded of his own disarray, feels detached and disillusioned.

They meet their former classmates, who are thrilled to discuss social events

and dances, particularly the upcoming Gamma Psi dance, which Gordon has

promised to attend, despite his tumultuous situation.

The plot thickens as Gordon’s high hopes for the evening's dance are marred

by the prospect of confronting Jewel, whose ultimatum looms over him.

When Dean learns of Edith Bradin’s attendance, a past romantic interest of

Gordon’s, he finds the familiar stirrings of youthful sentimentality, but for

Gordon, the evening progresses as an opportunity to hide his despair or

possibly redeem himself.

While at the dance, their lives intertwine with the chaotic energy of the

evening: Edith, radiant and full of youthful hopes, feels a complicated mix

of concern and longing for Gordon. However, the reunion is sobering as she

sees the toll his struggles have taken on him. The gathering becomes fraught

with tension as Gordon attempts to make connections with both Jewel and

Edith, the former representing his downward spiral and the latter the

remnants of his former ideals.
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The night culminates in tragedy when Gordon's inability to reconcile his

tumultuous emotions leads him to share his profound despair with Edith,

ultimately hinting at his self-destructive impulses. The chaotic interplay

between love, loss, and the quest for redemption unveils the fragility of

relationships shaped by the shadows of war.

As dawn breaks, events spiral out of control, resulting in Gordon's tragic

decision to take his own life, underscoring the devastating impact of

isolation and despair on dreams deferred. The vibrant backdrop of

celebration starkly contrasts with the undercurrents of pain and

disillusionment, highlighting the struggle between expectation and reality in

a post-war society. Through bold characters and poignant interactions, the

narrative encapsulates the complexities of human ambition, relationships,

and the scars left by conflict, portraying a rich yet tragic tapestry of 1920s

America.
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Chapter 3: The Diamond as Big as the Ritz

"Babylon Revisited," by F. Scott Fitzgerald, transports us to the world of

 John T. Unger, a privileged young man with a prestigious background, as he

departs from his small town, Hades, to attend the prestigious St. Midas’

School near Boston. John's parents, driven by aspirations for their son’s

future, send him to this elite institution, believing that Hades is too small to

nurture his talents. As he prepares to leave, he feels a mix of sadness and

promise, touched by his father’s pride in their family's reputation.

At St. Midas’, John becomes acquainted with the wealthy elite and develops

friendships during summer visits to extravagant resorts. One of these

friendships is with Percy Washington, a quiet and wealthy boy who

eventually invites John to spend the summer at his family’s estate in

Montana. Curious and eager, John accepts. On their train ride, Percy

unexpectedly boasts that his father is "by far the richest man in the world,"

dismissing other wealthy figures as "petty merchants." While John is

initially amused and intrigued, Percy's nonchalant attitude toward wealth

foreshadows the darker themes of their world.
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Chapter 4 Summary: Winter Dreams

In "Winter Dreams," we’re taken into the life of Dexter Green, a young man

 from Black Bear, Minnesota, who aspires to rise above his humble

beginnings. Dexter's father runs the second-best grocery store in town, but

Dexter finds solace from his mundane life by caddying at the local golf club,

which serves the wealthy summer residents of Sherry Island. Through his

vivid imagination, he envisions a life of success, filled with the glamour and

luxury that he so desperately desires.

As winter fades, Dexter experiences a profound melancholy, realizing the

stark contrast between the vibrant life of summer and the bleakness of the

cold months. This melancholy intensifies until spring arrives abruptly, and

he notes the beauty of fall compared to the dismal Northern spring.

Dreaming of a future filled with power and prestige, he fantasizes about

becoming a champion golfer and mingling with the upper-class patrons at

the Sherry Island Golf Club.

One pivotal moment occurs when he meets Judy Jones, a young girl who he

finds captivating despite her brashness and mischief. As he encounters Judy,

he experiences the stirrings of infatuation and desire, adding to his dreams of

wealth and success. Dexter’s decision to quit caddying at the club, spurred

by a fleeting moment of emotional upset after meeting Judy, signals a

turning point; he is ready to strive for something greater.
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Fast forward a few years, Dexter's ambition leads him to establish a

successful laundry business catering to the affluent, and he eventually earns

a prestigious invitation to the Sherry Island Golf Club—where he meets

Judy again, now a beautiful young woman. Captivated by her charm, Dexter

is drawn back into her allure. Despite a brief moment where he believes they

could have a deeper connection, Judy's capricious nature leads him to

anguish and restlessness, as he realizes she manipulates affection without

emotional investment.

As Dexter matures, he becomes engaged to Irene Scheerer, a kind and

honorable woman who represents stability and respectability compared to

Judy's unpredictability. Though he tries to move on, Judy's spell over him

and the memory of their passionate yet tumultuous encounters linger. The

emotional push and pull between Judy and Irene illustrates Dexter's internal

conflict and his struggle with desire versus duty.

A chance meeting with Judy years later, combined with news of her troubled

marriage to Lud Simms, deepens Dexter's torment. He yearns for the past,

for the passionate love he felt with Judy, realizing that his idealized

memories can't withstand the passage of time and Judy's fading beauty.

Ultimately, Dexter confronts the reality that the dreams of his youth—those

"winter dreams"—are irretrievable, marking a poignant exploration of lost

potential and unattainable desires.
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In sum, "Winter Dreams" encapsulates themes of ambition, the pursuit of

love, and the bittersweet nature of dreams, wrestling with the notions of

identity and the challenges that arise when confronting the chasm between

fantasy and reality. Dexter Green's journey reflects not just a personal quest

for status and affection, but also a broader commentary on the elusiveness of

the American Dream and the inevitable passage of time.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Chapter 5 Summary: Absolution

In Chapter 5 of "Babylon Revisited" by F. Scott Fitzgerald, we meet Father

 Schwartz, a troubled priest grappling with his faith. He often finds himself

overwhelmed by an inability to connect spiritually, filled with longing as he

observes the vibrant life around him, particularly the laughter of young girls

that fills him with dissonance. Despite his duties, he feels haunted and

disconnected, indicating a deep internal conflict regarding his role as a

spiritual guide.

One afternoon, Schwartz encounters a nervous eleven-year-old boy named

Rudolph Miller, who arrives terrified and burdened with guilt, believing he

has committed a grave sin. The priest's initial instinct to be compassionate is

overshadowed by his own struggles, but he manages to coax the boy into

sharing his fears, reflecting the theme of seeking forgiveness. Rudolph

reveals how he avoided confession, fearful of the more serious sins he must

now confess. Although he starts with minor transgressions, he gradually

admits to deeper issues surrounding temptation and peer pressure,

illustrating the complexities of adolescent guilt.

As Rudolph adapts to the act of confession, he feigns feigned confidence,

even as he grapples with the shame of lying during the process itself. His

inner turmoil resonates with the priest, who feels the weight of his own

unresolved issues. This moment serves as an exploration of childhood
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innocence, moral complexity, and the pressure of societal and parental

expectations.

After a tense return home, his father, Carl Miller, confronts him about what

he forgot regarding communion that day, leading to a confrontation marked

by misunderstanding and anger. The father-son exchange quickly escalates

into a physical and emotional clash, embodying the theme of parental

authority and the fear of disappointing one’s family. Carl's harshness reflects

his own insecurities and inability to connect authentically with Rudolph,

contributing to the boy’s shame and confusion.

Rudolph ultimately returns to the church, confronted again with the fragility

of his faith and his sense of self. As he prepares to partake in communion, he

is full of dread, believing that he carries unconfessed sins that may lead to

divine judgment. His internal conflict culminates in a moment of clarity

where he acknowledges the isolation he feels as he grapples with societal

expectations and personal integrity.

The chapter culminates with a poignant scene in which Rudolph recognizes

that he must confront his reality, embodying the universal adolescent

experience of navigating personal morality amidst external pressures. This

blend of youthful innocence, the complexities of faith, and the longing for

acceptance paints a vivid portrait of the struggle between identity and

expectation, encapsulating the essence of Fitzgerald's exploration of human
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experience.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Struggle for Forgiveness and Acceptance

Critical Interpretation: Imagine standing on the precipice of truth,

where the weight of unconfessed sins burdens your heart, much like

young Rudolph. This chapter inspires you to confront your own

feelings of guilt and the desire for forgiveness, reminding you that

facing your fears and vulnerabilities is a crucial step toward personal

growth. Just as Rudolph learns to navigate the pressures of societal

expectations and parental authority, you too can find strength in

embracing your authentic self and seeking connection with others. By

fostering compassion and understanding, both for yourself and those

around you, you allow the light of acceptance to pierce through the

shadows of shame, paving the way for a more fulfilling life.
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Chapter 6: The Rich Boy

In this vibrant chapter from "The Rich Boy," F. Scott Fitzgerald explores the

 life and inner workings of Anson Hunter, a wealthy young man navigating

relationships and societal expectations in early 20th-century America. The

author introduces the reader to Anson’s intriguing complexities as he

embodies both privilege and insecurity. Born into affluence and raised with

a sense of superiority, Anson's character reveals much about the upper class,

highlighting themes of wealth, identity, and human connections.

As we follow Anson's journey, he encounters various significant moments

that shape his character. His privileged childhood, marked by a distance

from the realities faced by those less fortunate, leads him to develop an

entitlement that affects his relationships with others. Despite his charm and

confidence, Anson struggles with genuine connections, especially with

women. His first significant romantic involvement with Paula Legendre

evolves from lighthearted affection to a deeper, complicated bond,

underscored by the dichotomy of love and societal expectations.
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Chapter 7 Summary: The Freshest Boy

In this chapter of "Babylon Revisited," a scene unfolds in a hidden

 Broadway restaurant where a tense and glamorous atmosphere is disrupted

by the sudden appearance of the masked Basil Lee, also known as "the

Shadow," who commands attention with his well-bred, yet steely demeanor.

This moment sets the stage for the exploration of youth and identity through

Basil's eyes. The narrative soon shifts to a train journey where

fifteen-year-old Basil travels to school alongside his friend Lewis Crum,

whose misery contrasts with Basil's enthusiasm about joining a new school.

Basil is excited about his impending school experience, filled with the

possibility of football and social adventures, while Lewis is enveloped in

homesickness, burdened by his mother’s absence and their strained

friendship. Lewis’s attempts to express disdain for Basil's eagerness only

escalate their conflict, showcasing the dynamic of two boys struggling with

their identities amidst pressures of adolescence.

As Basil adjusts to life at St. Regis, he faces isolation and ridicule from his

peers, who label him unflatteringly and treat him as an outsider. Despite his

initial brightness, Basil’s confidence wanes as he faces relentless bullying

and loneliness, leading to a heartbreaking realization about his unpopularity.

In an attempt to escape this suffocating atmosphere, Basil longs to go to
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New York to see a show, seeing it as a ticket to freedom and joy. However,

hounded by his peers and constrained by school rules, he faces a series of

humiliating rejections when he seeks companions for the trip. His desperate

endeavors expose the intensity of his yearning for kinship and acceptance,

amplifying his emotional turmoil.

After a struggle, Basil manages to secure a trip to New York with Mr.

Rooney, his football coach, who despite a gruff exterior, offers a glimpse of

concern for Basil. Once in the city, Basil revels in the vibrant life

surrounding him, momentarily forgetting the pains of school. He experiences

a profound transformation upon encountering a theater that captivates his

heart, rekindling a sense of belonging to a more glamorous and hopeful

world away from the painful associations of his school.

Yet, the recognition of realities, as he overhears a bittersweet conversation

between a beloved figure and a renowned football player, shadows his

excitement with melancholy. He begins to grasp that life and love are often

intertwined with struggles, reflecting a universal truth that even in moments

of beauty, sadness lingers just beneath the surface.

Ultimately, this chapter vividly portrays Basil's journey through the darkness

of unpopularity, the glow of youthful dreams, and the feet of emerging

adulthood, creating a rich tapestry of emotions that speak to the heart's desire

for connection amid the trials of growing up. As he opts to embrace his
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destiny rather than flee from it, Basil emerges with a stronger sense of self,

navigating the complexities of life, longing, and resilience.
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Chapter 8 Summary: Babylon Revisited

In this chapter of "Babylon Revisited" by F. Scott Fitzgerald, Charlie Wales

 arrives in a quieter Paris after a long absence, reflecting on the emptiness of

the city compared to the vibrant life he once knew. As he navigates the Ritz

bar, he feels alienated, noting how it has reverted to its French roots, devoid

of the American opulence that once filled it. He inquires about old

acquaintances but finds that many have fallen by the wayside, mirroring the

lost time of his own life.

Charlie's primary motivation for returning is to reconnect with his daughter,

Honoria. When he arrives at his brother-in-law Lincoln Peters' home, he is

greeted warmly by Honoria, which brings him a fleeting joy. However, the

atmosphere is tense as he interacts with Lincoln and his wife, Marion.

Noticing Marion's guarded demeanor towards him, he feels the strain of their

history—a history tethered to his past drinking and its repercussions on his

family, particularly the death of his wife, Helen.

The dinner table becomes a battleground of past grievances, where Marion's

protective instincts towards Honoria are evident. Charlie attempts to assert

his reformed character and propose a life together with Honoria, but

Marion's distrust remains palpable. Their conversation reveals deep-seated

resentment and unresolved conflict, especially regarding Helen’s death and

the guardianship of Honoria. Marion's protective stance stems from a
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commitment to her sister's memory, making Charlie's journey to regain his

daughter increasingly difficult.

As the chapter unfolds, we see Charlie wrestling with his past, fondly

recalling the joy of fatherhood while simultaneously grappling with his

previous lifestyle choices. The chapter encapsulates a critical moment in

Charlie's attempt to reclaim his life and his daughter, filled with hope but

overshadowed by emotional turmoil and the reality of his strained

relationships. Ultimately, Charlie feels an overwhelming mix of nostalgia

and regret, conveying the central themes of loss, redemption, and the quest

for familial connection amid a backdrop of personal failure and the shadows

of the past.

Key Aspect Description

Setting Quieter Paris after a long absence, reflecting emptiness compared to
his vibrant past.

Charlie Wales Returns to Paris to reconnect with his daughter, Honoria.

Ritz Bar Feels alienated; the bar has reverted to French roots, lacking
American opulence.

Old
Acquaintances

Inquires about acquaintances but finds many have fallen away,
mirroring his lost time.

Family
Dynamics

Welcomed warmly by Honoria; however, the atmosphere is tense with
his brother-in-law, Lincoln, and wife, Marion.

Marion's
Distrust

Marion's guarded demeanor reflects the history of Charlie's past
drinking and its impact on the family.
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Key Aspect Description

Dinner Table
Conflict

Becomes a battleground of past grievances and tensions regarding
Helen’s death and Honoria's guardianship.

Themes Loss, redemption, familial connection, nostalgia, and regret.

Charlie’s
Struggle

Wrestles with his past while attempting to propose a life together with
Honoria, facing obstacles.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of confronting and reconciling with one's

past to move forward in life.

Critical Interpretation: Imagine standing at the crossroads of your past

and future, just like Charlie as he returns to a changed Paris. This

chapter inspires you to confront the shadows of your own

history—whether they are failures, regrets, or lost relationships.

Acknowledging your past allows you to learn from it rather than be

bound by it. Embrace the lessons learned, and don’t shy away from the

emotional turmoil; instead, use it as fuel to motivate your journey

towards healing and building authentic connections. Reconciliation is

not merely a path to redemption, but a necessary step to reclaiming joy

and hope in your present.
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Chapter 9: Crazy Sunday

In the ninth chapter of "Babylon Revisited," titled "Crazy Sunday," the

 narrative unfolds on a typical Hollywood Sunday, a day contrasting sharply

with the laborious week, filled with the stress and noise of the entertainment

industry. The chapter centers around Joel Coles, a young writer who feels

hopeful about his burgeoning career in Hollywood. At 28, he hasn't yet

succumbed to the vices commonly associated with the industry, and he

inhabits a world of glamor, fascination, and aspiration.

Joel receives an invitation to tea at the prestigious home of Miles Calman, a

respected director, marking a significant milestone in his career. He

anticipates mingling with influential figures and is determined to present

himself as a serious professional. However, he grapples with his own

self-doubt, especially regarding alcohol, which has impacted many in his

field. The gathering is charged with energy, with people eager to break free

from their routines and engage socially.

Upon arrival at the Calman residence, Joel is greeted warmly by Stella
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Chapter 10 Summary: The Long Way Out

In this poignant chapter from "Babylon Revisited," we follow the story of

 Mrs. King, a young woman recovering from a severe mental health crisis

marked by a split personality. Previously happy and deeply in love with her

husband, Mrs. King faces an immense challenge after the birth of her second

child leaves her in a long coma. When she eventually awakens, it is as if she

has emerged from a nightmare, eager to reclaim her life and embrace the joy

of simple pleasures. The staff at the sanitarium is supportive, sharing her

excitement as she prepares for an experimental trip to Virginia Beach with

her husband.

As Mrs. King dresses and packs meticulously, her eagerness radiates,

offering a stark contrast to her prior trauma. She dreams of lazy mornings

and late nights, basking in the sweet, ordinary activities of life. However, her

anticipation is shattered when news arrives that her husband has been in a

tragic car accident, leaving him critically injured and not likely to survive.

The nurses decide to keep this information from her for as long as they can,

believing that Mrs. King’s fragile mental state cannot handle the truth just

yet.

Dressed in her powder-blue outfit, she continues to believe that her husband

is merely delayed and that their reunion will come soon. Each day, she

makes her way to the hall to meet him, her hopeful demeanor undeterred by
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the gravity of her situation. The doctors and nurses are deeply conflicted,

grappling with the ethics of lying to protect her well-being while also

recognizing the emotional toll this deception may have on her recovery.

As time goes on, Mrs. King’s consistent ritual of waiting for her husband

becomes a poignant illustration of her denial and the lengths to which the

staff must go to protect her mental health. The other patients in the

sanitarium grow accustomed to her routine, and while her hope remains

unwavering, it becomes clear that her life now revolves around this longing

for a reunion that will never come. 

This chapter touches on themes of hope, denial, and the fragility of the

human mind in the face of trauma. Mrs. King's persistent optimism serves

not only as a coping mechanism but also as a bittersweet reminder of the

tension between reality and the comforts of delusion. The story concludes

with a sense of resignation from those who care for her, acknowledging that

although her life has become constrained and repetitive, there is a quiet

tranquility in her acceptance of the circumstances.
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