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Bernice Bobs Her Hair Summary
A tale of youth, jealousy, and social folly.
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About the book

In F. Scott Fitzgerald's captivating short story "Bernice Bobs Her Hair," the

vibrant world of 1920s socialites unveils itself through the sharp lens of

youthful ambition and the poignant quest for identity. The narrative follows

Bernice, a seemingly introverted girl entangled in the dizzying whirl of her

more glamorous cousin Marjorie, who, in a quest to boost Bernice's

popularity, manipulates her into a drastic transformation. As the story

unfolds, Fitzgerald deftly explores themes of societal expectations, the

fickleness of popularity, and the bittersweet transition from innocence to

self-awareness. With wit and insight, the tale raises intriguing questions

about the lengths to which one might go to fit in, making it a compelling

read that resonates with anyone who has grappled with the complexities of

self-image in a superficial world.
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About the author

F. Scott Fitzgerald, born on September 24, 1896, in St. Paul, Minnesota, was

an American novelist and short story writer celebrated for capturing the

essence of the Jazz Age in the 1920s. His works frequently explore themes

of ambition, wealth, and the disillusionment of the American Dream,

reflecting the social dynamics and cultural shifts of his time. Fitzgerald's

most acclaimed novel, "The Great Gatsby," remains a defining

representation of the era, but his shorter works, including the celebrated

short story "Bernice Bobs Her Hair," also highlight his skill in character

development and sharp social commentary. Despite his struggles with

personal and financial upheaval, Fitzgerald's literary legacy endures,

marking him as one of the foremost voices of 20th-century American

literature.
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Chapter 1 Summary: 1

In Chapter 1 of "Bernice Bobs Her Hair," we find ourselves within the lively

 atmosphere of a Saturday night dance at a country club, where the

contrasting worlds of youth and age collide. The scene is set against a

backdrop of a golf course, with young revelers enjoying the festivities while

their older counterparts observe from a critical balcony, their disapproval

evident. The older women, armed with icy gazes and sharp tongues, gather

to scrutinize the younger crowd, filled with budding romances and youthful

exuberance.

Among the younger guests is Warren McIntyre, a nineteen-year-old

attending Yale, who feels an air of superiority over his friends who haven’t

ventured east for college. He navigates through the crowd, acknowledging

familiar faces while grappling with his feelings for Marjorie Harvey, his

long-time crush. Marjorie, beautiful and charming, seems to have him

wrapped around her finger. Yet, there's a noticeable tension as she has

repeatedly tested his affection against her carefree spirit, engaging with other

boys while being away.

Complicating matters is Bernice, Marjorie’s cousin, visiting from Eau

Claire. While Bernice is described as pretty, she lacks the charm and

vivacity expected at such gatherings, leaving Warren feeling burdened as he

dances with her out of obligation to Marjorie. This sets up a tension-filled
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dynamic as Warren is forced to juggle his feelings for Marjorie while dealing

with the overshadowing presence of Bernice.

As the dance unfolds, Warren's initial annoyance at Bernice shifts

momentarily when he tries an unexpected approach, complimenting her on

her "kissable mouth." Taken aback, Bernice responds with shock and

defensiveness, labeling him as "fresh." This misstep highlights the

awkwardness of their interaction and showcases Bernice's unfamiliarity with

flirtation. While she attempts to steer the conversation towards safer topics,

her nervousness and Warren's growing disdain for her banter prominently

illustrates the chasm between youthful assertiveness and self-doubt.

Overall, this chapter deftly portrays the contrast between public appearances

and private emotions, revealing the complex interplay of youth, social

expectations, and the quest for approval, particularly within the realm of

romantic pursuits. As the night progresses, we anticipate that Bernice's

journey through the summer dances will significantly alter her trajectory,

setting the stage for deeper character explorations and transformations in the

chapters to come.

Key Points Description

Setting Country club dance on a Saturday night, contrasting youth and age

Older
Women's Critical observers of the young crowd, showcasing disapproval
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Key Points Description

Role

Warren
McIntyre

19-year-old Yale student, feels superior, has a crush on Marjorie
Harvey

Marjorie
Harvey

Beautiful and charming, plays with Warren's feelings by engaging with
other boys

Bernice Marjorie's cousin, visiting from Eau Claire, pretty but lacks charm;
feels out of place

Warren's
Dilemma

Struggles between his feelings for Marjorie and the obligation to dance
with Bernice

Interaction
Highlights

Warren compliments Bernice, causing her shock and defensiveness,
highlighting her inexperience

Thematic
Elements

Explores public appearances vs. private emotions and the quest for
social approval

Future
Implications

Bernice's experiences at the dances hint at transformative changes in
her character
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The contrast between youth and age highlights the

importance of self-acceptance in social situations.

Critical Interpretation: As you navigate the complexities of social

interactions, remember that the opinions of onlookers—like those

critical older women—should not deter you from embracing who you

are. Bernice's initial struggle to find her place among the more socially

adept reveals how challenging it can be to assert oneself in a

judgmental environment. Instead of conforming to external

expectations, let your unique qualities shine, as true confidence comes

from self-acceptance and authenticity. In your own life, embrace your

individuality, for it is the key to forming genuine connections and

living fully.
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Chapter 2 Summary: 2

In Chapter 2 of "Bernice Bobs Her Hair," we catch a glimpse into the

 contrasting personalities of cousins Bernice and Marjorie as they return

home late one night. Despite being relatives, they share a somewhat distant

relationship. Marjorie dismisses other girls as shallow, while Bernice longs

for deeper connections they seem to lack; her yearning for the classic female

camaraderie filled with laughter and secrets leaves her feeling isolated. 

As Bernice prepares for bed, she ruminates on her lack of popularity,

frustrated that her privileged background seems to yield no social rewards

when she’s away from home. With her family’s wealth, she assumes she

should be popular, yet she feels overlooked, contrasting herself with other

girls who she believes must be unsavory to gain attention. It’s evident that

Bernice is struggling with her identity and self-worth amidst societal

expectations of femininity.

Deciding to visit her aunt Josephine, she inadvertently becomes an unwilling

listener to a critical conversation between Marjorie and Mrs. Harvey about

her. Marjorie expresses her frustration, declaring Bernice "hopeless" and

"boring" in social situations, admitting that, despite her camping efforts,

men simply aren't attracted to her. Mrs. Harvey tries to advocate for Bernice,

noting that other girls less attractive than her manage to find partners, but

Marjorie retorts that those girls possess qualities that Bernice lacks.
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Marjorie’s comments that liken Bernice’s demeanor to “crazy Indian blood”

humorously yet harshly label her as dull, underscoring the pressure on young

women to be lively and engaging. The chapter closes with Marjorie leaving

her mother’s room, having felt a mix of disappointment and resignation.

Through this dialogue, themes of social acceptance, the quest for popularity,

and the harsh judgments young women face seep through, painting a vivid

picture of the pressures to conform to societal standards of femininity.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of self-awareness and authenticity in social

interactions

Critical Interpretation: Imagine walking through a crowd, feeling the

weight of expectations pressing against you—just like Bernice, you

may find yourself questioning your worth based on others'

perceptions. This chapter inspires you to embrace self-awareness and

authenticity in your own life. Rather than succumbing to the

judgments of peers, take a step back and reflect on your unique

qualities that make you who you are. Recognize that true acceptance

and connection stem from being genuine, rather than trying to fit into

a mold defined by others. By prioritizing self-acceptance over

popularity, you empower yourself to create deeper, more meaningful

relationships.
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Chapter 3: 3

In Chapter 3 of "Bernice Bobs Her Hair," the tension between Bernice and

 her cousin Marjorie reaches a boiling point. The chapter opens with

Bernice, feeling neglected and insulted, confronting Marjorie about

comments she overheard. Her vulnerability is palpable as she expresses her

hurt feelings, claiming she has been treated poorly and suggesting she might

leave. Despite her tears, Marjorie is indifferent, dismissing Bernice's

emotional turmoil with a pragmatic attitude that irritates Bernice further.

The two cousins engage in a revealing conversation about social dynamics

and femininity. Bernice's naïveté contrasts sharply with Marjorie's more

sophisticated and often harsh worldview. Bernice struggles to assert herself

while Marjorie seems perfectly comfortable in her skin, mocking what she

perceives as Bernice's outdated and excessive femininity. Marjorie bluntly

critiques Bernice's lack of grooming and social awareness, indicating that

men are attracted to confident, well-presented women who know how to

appeal to different types of boys at social gatherings.
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Chapter 4 Summary: 4

In Chapter 4 of "Bernice Bobs Her Hair," the scene unfolds at a dinner-dance

 at the country club, where Bernice is initially annoyed by her seating

arrangement, caught between the highly eligible G. Reece Stoddard and the

less desirable Charley Paulson. However, commanded by her cousin

Marjorie's advice, Bernice musters the courage to engage Charley in a

conversation about cutting her hair into a bob—something she believes will

attract attention and elevate her social status. 

She plays the part of an aspiring "society vampire," discussing the idea with

an air of confidence that is partly influenced by Marjorie's coaching. Her

playful announcement about charging admission for the bobbing garners

laughter and attention from those around her, enhancing her newfound

boldness. G. Reece joins in the conversation, and Bernice cleverly employs

witty remarks that intrigue both the men and the women in the crowd,

signaling her transformation from a wallflower to a center of interest.

As the evening progresses, Bernice gets cut in on several times while

dancing, creating a buzz around her that even catches the attention of Warren

McIntyre. He notices her radiant demeanor and beauty, realizing her allure

that he overlooked before. Meanwhile, Marjorie, watching from the

sidelines, feels pleased that Bernice is starting to take the initiative in the

social scene.
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Later, while reflecting on the night, Bernice acknowledges that she followed

Marjorie's guidance closely but realizes that her accomplishments—making

new connections and dancing with multiple men—were also her own efforts.

She feels a surge of pride and personal agency, even as she prepares for

sleep.

This chapter poignantly explores themes of self-image, transformation, and

the superficial nature of social dynamics, showcasing Bernice’s gradual

awakening to her own potential and the external validation that comes with

it.
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Chapter 5 Summary: 5

In Chapter 5 of "Bernice Bobs Her Hair," Bernice experiences a significant

 transformation, gaining newfound confidence as people begin to notice her

charm and personality. Initially, her interactions are clumsy; for instance,

she unknowingly offends Draycott Deyo, leading to an awkward exchange

about her hair care routine. However, her charisma draws young men like

Otis Ormonde, who becomes enamored with her, much to the annoyance of

her cousin Marjorie.

As Bernice revels in her popularity, the most notable sign of her success is

the affection from Warren McIntyre, Marjorie's main love interest. His

frequent visits and attention to Bernice create gossip and jealousy among

their social circle. Tensions rise when Marjorie confronts Bernice, coldly

warning her that Warren isn't genuinely interested in her. This moment

shatters Bernice's blissful mood and fills her with guilt for seemingly

stealing her cousin's boyfriend.

Throughout a bridge party, Bernice becomes more anxious as Marjorie's

taunts challenge her newfound status. Encouraged by her peers, Bernice

impulsively agrees to bob her hair—a decision she feels pressured into as a

way to prove her sportsmanship and fit into the popular crowd. When she

arrives at the barber shop, her bravado begins to falter; she feels the weight

of her choice as she prepares to let go of her long, beautiful hair.
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As the haircut unfolds, Bernice watches in horror, realizing it does not suit

her and that her charm has disappeared along with her long locks. The

moment is filled with humiliation as she catches glimpses of Marjorie’s

mocking smile and Warren’s cold expression. The chapter encapsulates

themes of identity, social pressure, and the pursuit of acceptance among

peers—showing how quickly popularity can shift and the price one might

pay for conformity. Bernice walks away feeling defeated and mediocre,

foreshadowing the potential fallout of her drastic decision.
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Chapter 6: 6

In Chapter 6 of "Bernice Bobs Her Hair," Bernice undergoes a

 transformative experience that leads her to a shocking act of rebellion. The

chapter begins with Bernice unveiling her newly bobbed hair to her aunt,

Aunt Josephine, who is flabbergasted, noting that such a hairstyle is

particularly offensive to Mrs. Deyo, a prominent figure in their social circle.

The bobbed haircut was impulsive on Bernice's part, and her family’s

reaction ranges from concern to thinly veiled scorn, especially from her

cousin Marjorie, who seems to mock Bernice's bold choice while

maintaining an air of superiority with her long, luxurious braids.

Dinner becomes torturous for Bernice as she faces her family's discomfort;

she feels like an outsider in her own home and anticipates the ridicule she

might receive from her peers at the upcoming Deyo dance. This inner

turmoil is exacerbated by her anticipation of being the subject of gossip and

mockery, especially from Marjorie, who unwittingly set the stage for

Bernice’s plight. After a restless evening filled with self-doubt and

insecurity, Bernice decides to take drastic action to reclaim her agency and
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