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City Of Thieves Summary
Survival and friendship in a besieged city.
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About the book

Set against the harrowing backdrop of World War II, "City of Thieves" by

David Benioff entwines the tales of two unlikely allies: a desperate young

man named Lev and a charmingly roguish soldier named Kolya, both

navigating the brutal siege of Leningrad. As they embark on a seemingly

impossible quest to find a dozen eggs for a Soviet colonel’s wedding

cake—a task rife with danger, betrayal, and moral dilemmas—their journey

reveals not only the stark realities of survival but also the profound bond of

friendship forged in adversity. With a narrative brimming with dark humor,

courage, and the indomitable spirit of humanity, this novel captivates

readers, inviting them to explore the delicate balance between life and death,

hope and despair, in a world turned upside down by war.
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About the author

David Benioff is an accomplished American author, screenwriter, and

producer, best known for co-creating and writing the critically acclaimed

television series "Game of Thrones," which brought his storytelling prowess

to a global audience. Born on September 25, 1970, in New York City,

Benioff graduated from Dartmouth College and later earned an MFA from

the University of California, Irvine. His literary work, including novels such

as "City of Thieves," reflects his ability to blend humor with profound

themes of survival and humanity amidst the backdrop of war. Benioff's sharp

wit and engaging narrative style have garnered him a loyal readership,

making him a notable figure in contemporary literature and entertainment.
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Chapter 1 Summary: 

In the gripping opening chapter of "City of Thieves," set in the harsh winter

 of 1941 in Leningrad, we are introduced to a world overshadowed by

scarcity and despair. The protagonist, a seventeen-year-old boy, recounts the

unimaginable hunger and cold that plague the city as it endures a brutal siege

by German forces. As he reminisces about a time when food was plentiful,

the stark contrast to their current plight is heart-wrenching. The

once-bustling streets are now lifeless, with the city's residents resorting to

drastic measures for survival, including consuming pets and contemplating

the nature of starvation in a city stripped of its comforts.

Amidst this struggle, the protagonist identifies himself as a member of the

Kirov Fifth-Floor Brigade, a group of young firefighters tasked with

protecting their neighborhood from the ongoing air raids. He proudly asserts

his mission to defend Leningrad even as his mother pleads for him to leave

with her and his younger sister, Taisya, who have found refuge outside the

city. Their departure signifies a painful but necessary choice—leaving loved

ones behind to protect the ideals he holds dear. He believes deeply in the

fight against fascism, feeling that he has a heroic destiny to fulfill, even if it's

just in his small way.

As the narrative unfolds, camaraderie among the protagonist and his friends

is showcased through moments of levity even in dire circumstances. They
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share small victories against despair, such as their scheme to collect goods

from a downed German pilot. However, their youthful bravado leads them

into dangerous territory when they decide to scavenge the fallen soldier’s

body, an act of defiance that carries severe risks given the oppressive

atmosphere of the city.

The chapter crescendos with the return of the soldiers, highlighting the

constant fear of punishment and danger faced by those who dare to stray too

far from the path of survival. As the protagonist struggles against the

soldiers, an internal battle also takes place; he grapples with feelings of guilt

and resentment toward Vera, a friend who embodies both vulnerability and

strength. Her dependence on him awakens a mix of resentment and

protectiveness within him, forcing him to confront his own character in

moments of crisis.

Bursting with vivid imagery and emotional weight, the chapter captures the

stark realities of life in a besieged city while also exploring themes of

bravery, sacrifice, and the innocence of youth in the face of overwhelming

adversity. The protagonist’s journey, both physical and emotional, sets the

stage for deeper explorations of friendship, survival, and the thin line

between life and death in a war-torn world.
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Chapter 2 Summary: 

In Chapter 2 of "City of Thieves," we delve deeper into the grim reality of

 life in Leningrad during the siege, particularly focusing on a grim prison

known as the Crosses. This place, a haunting redbrick structure by the Neva

River, is filled with despair and death as thousands of convicts endure harsh

conditions. The atmosphere is chilling; as the protagonist reflects on his

childhood fears associated with the prison, he describes how its oppressive

silence felt like a punishment in itself, filled with the isolation of those

awaiting their uncertain fates.

The protagonist, Lev, finds himself imprisoned in a small, dark cell devoid

of light and sound, feeling a sense of suffocation from both the cold and the

silence. As he struggles with his fear, he recalls the chaos of the war outside,

noting how even the sounds of destruction offered some comfort of

existence. Inside the Crosses, however, the lack of noise amplifies his sense

of dread, and he quickly learns the torment of solitude.

Soon, another prisoner is introduced—Kolya, a tall young soldier with a

confident demeanor and a sharp wit. The contrast between the two men's

personalities becomes evident; Lev is anxious and introspective, whereas

Kolya exhibits a kind of bravado that is almost endearing. Their

conversation starts with Kolya’s probing question about Lev’s Jewish

identity, revealing Kolya’s openness and his quirkiness, like his passion for
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chess. This dialogue illustrates the shifting dynamics of their relationship, as

Lev cautiously begins to engage with Kolya despite the dark circumstances.

As their interaction unfolds, Lev learns that Kolya has been caught in a

chaotic situation of misunderstanding and now finds himself sharing a cell

with Lev. Their banter provides a brief reprieve from the bleakness

surrounding them, and through humor and shared vulnerability, they start

forming a bond. Kolya, unfazed by the dire situation, presents an almost

naive outlook filled with absurdity, even pondering philosophical questions

about bodily functions during a time of threats and fears, highlighting a

resilient spirit in the face of hopelessness.

The chapter captures the essence of human connection amid despair,

showcasing how relationships can blossom even in the darkest times. Lev’s

internal struggle with fear and Kolya’s irreverent humor brings to light

themes of survival, camaraderie, and the precarious nature of existence

during war. As Lev reflects on his fears of being in a place where many have

suffered and died, we sense a transformation beginning in him, ignited by

Kolya's presence and their shared dialogues about identity, survival, and the

absurdity of their predicaments. The chapter concludes with Lev’s

realization of a concealed weapon, suggesting that he may need to embrace a

more active role in his fate as the story progresses.

Aspect Description
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Aspect Description

Setting Crosses prison in Leningrad during the siege; a grim redbrick
structure filled with despair.

Protagonist Lev, imprisoned in a dark, silent cell, experiences suffocation from
cold and silence.

Contrast with
War

Lev recalls chaotic sounds of war outside which provide some comfort
compared to the oppressive silence of the prison.

Kolya's
Introduction

Kolya, a confident young soldier, contrasts with Lev's anxious
personality; their dialogue begins with Lev's Jewish identity.

Their
Relationship

Through humor, banter, and shared vulnerability, Lev and Kolya form
a bond despite dire circumstances.

Themes Human connection amid despair, survival, camaraderie, and the
absurdity of existence during war.

Lev's
Transformation

Lev reflects on his fears and begins to change, influenced by Kolya's
presence and dialogue about identity and survival.

Climactic
Moment

Chapter concludes with Lev's realization of a concealed weapon,
hinting at a more proactive role in his fate.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The power of human connection in times of despair

Critical Interpretation: In the suffocating silence of the Crosses prison,

where fear and hopelessness loom large, the bond that forms between

Lev and Kolya serves as a powerful reminder of the resilience of the

human spirit. This chapter illustrates that even in the bleakest

situations, forging connections and sharing moments of laughter and

vulnerability can provide a glimmer of hope. It inspires us to cherish

relationships and seek comfort in others, reminding us that solidarity

can be a vital source of strength, enabling us to face our own

uncertainties with renewed courage and a sense of belonging.
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Chapter 3: 

In Chapter 3 of "City of Thieves," the tension rises as the characters face an

 uncertain fate. After a restless night in the Crosses, two new guards awaken

the protagonists, Kolya and the narrator, and escort them out in handcuffs,

blending a sense of dark humor with dread. Kolya's flippant request for tea

highlights his irreverent spirit, contrasting the oppressive atmosphere. They

are unsure whether they are being taken to their execution, but both men

cling to their will to survive.

As they approach the exit of the prison, they encounter an indifferent old

man who unlocks their cell, leading them outside into the real world again.

Kolya remains unimpressed by their escape, demonstrating bravery by

licking the snow even with guards observing. Once in a military vehicle,

Kolya's bravado continues as he addresses the soldiers with humor, but one

soldier's threat brings a moment of tension.

Upon arrival at an imposing mansion reminiscent of old aristocracy, the

boys witness the remnants of grandeur marred by war. They are met by the
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Chapter 4 Summary: 

In Chapter 4 of "City of Thieves" by David Benioff, the story centers on two

 young men, Lev and Kolya, navigating a war-torn Leningrad in search of a

dozen eggs for a colonel in exchange for their freedom. As they cross the

Kamennoostrovsky Bridge, their conversation shifts between playful banter

and deeper themes of survival and camaraderie. Kolya, with his bold

personality, claims to have caught a smile from the colonel's daughter,

prompting a mix of jealousy and disdain from Lev, who is more serious and

brooding.

The backdrop of the city highlights the grim realities of war. The

once-thriving Leningrad is depicted as a shell of its former self, with empty

streets and signs of destruction everywhere. Lev and Kolya discuss their lack

of family connections, revealing their shared plight as orphans of war, which

brings them closer together. Lev feels a flicker of hope as they embark

toward the Haymarket, the last hope for finding eggs, despite their

precarious situation and the dangers of not having ration cards.

Kolya's character is further developed as he shifts from being a careless

chatterbox to a source of unexpected wisdom, mentioning literature and love

strategies while schooling Lev in relationships. Lev, initially resistant and

reluctant to engage, slowly starts to warm up to Kolya, who tries to instill

confidence in him, particularly regarding the girl he likes, Vera.
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The chapter contrasts light moments of humor, such as Kolya's confident

assertions of his attractiveness and knowledge, with significant reflections

on loss and trauma, illustrated through Kolya's memories of the zoo and the

tragedy of the animals left behind during the bombings. The depiction of

street children highlights the dire circumstances surrounding them, leading

to a sense of community even amid hardship. Their encounter with the

defiant boy painting over signs serves as a poignant reminder of youthful

rebellion and survival instinct during such dark times.

As they walk through the city, the camaraderie between Lev and Kolya

deepens, suggesting that their shared experiences in this hostile environment

could forge a lasting friendship. Through engaging dialogue, vivid imagery

of the war's impact on their lives, and poignant character interactions, the

chapter encapsulates themes of survival, friendship, and the human capacity

for hope, even in the darkest moments.

Element Summary

Chapter Title Chapter 4

Main
Characters Lev and Kolya

Setting War-torn Leningrad

Plot Overview Lev and Kolya search for eggs to barter for their freedom,
encountering the harsh realities of war.
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Element Summary

Theme of
Friendship

Lev and Kolya bond over shared experiences as orphans during
wartime, highlighting their growing camaraderie.

Character
Development:
Kolya

Kolya evolves from light-hearted chatter to a source of wisdom,
offering Lev advice about love and relationships.

Emotional Tone Balance of humor and serious reflections on loss, trauma, and hope
amidst the destruction.

Imagery Descriptive depictions of Leningrad's devastation and street
children's struggles emphasize the gravity of their situation.

Symbolism Encounter with the street boy painting over signs symbolizes
rebellion and survival in dark times.

Overall
Message

The chapter encapsulates themes of survival, friendship, and hope
even amidst dire circumstances.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The power of camaraderie in overcoming adversity

Critical Interpretation: In moments of dire struggle, you can find

strength, hope, and resilience through the bonds you build with others.

Much like Lev and Kolya in their quest for survival in a war-torn city,

your friendships can become lifelines, providing support, laughter, and

encouragement when faced with overwhelming challenges. Remember

that in the darkest times, it’s the connections with others that help

illuminate the path forward and remind you that you are not alone in

your hardships.
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Chapter 5 Summary: 

In Chapter 5 of "City of Thieves," the bustling Haymarket in wartime

 Leningrad becomes a vivid backdrop for Lev and Kolya’s desperate quest

for food, specifically eggs, amidst the chaos and hunger of the city under

siege. The market, once a place of modest commerce for the poor, now

thrives as civilians barter for survival in a grim reality where luxury items

have lost value against basic necessities like potatoes and flour. Here, Lev

and Kolya encounter an eclectic array of characters, including a one-eyed

vendor selling dubious vodka made from wood, showcasing the

resourcefulness and absurdity of life during such dire times.

Kolya's carefree and reckless personality is on full display as he engages in

comedic banter and confrontations, even when faced with danger. His

nonchalant attitude contrasts sharply with Lev's escalating anxiety as they

navigate the market, desperately seeking information about eggs, which have

become scarce commodities. They listen to various theories about a

supposed old man keeping chickens, each story swirling in a blend of

superstition and hope that highlights the irrationality borne of survival

instincts.

Their search leads them to a massive, intimidating man who claims to have

eggs but insists on conducting business indoors for safety. Lev's instincts

scream danger, fueled by the brutality of their world, while Kolya’s bravado
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remains unshaken. They enter the giant’s apartment, where the unsettling

truth emerges—human meat hangs suspended in grotesque horror, revealing

the depths of human desperation as cannibalism becomes an unthinkable but

real option.

A violent encounter ensues, revealing Kolya's quick thinking and fighting

prowess as he defends them against the giant and his wife. Lev, initially

paralyzed by fear, ultimately follows Kolya's lead as they flee into the night,

blending the visceral terror of their situation with moments of dark humor

and camaraderie. Their escape leads them to soldiers who are initially

dismissive of their claims of cannibals but eventually enlist them to return to

the horrid apartment, now bolstered by armed support.

This chapter masterfully balances tension and levity, exploring themes of

survival, morality under duress, and the absurdity of war. It highlights the

bond forming between Lev and Kolya, contrasting their personalities and

suggesting that the war, while fantastical and surreal, demands both courage

and wit to navigate its deadly landscape. In doing so, the narrative

encapsulates human resilience in the face of horror, both gruesome and

mundane.
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Chapter 6: 

In this chapter from "City of Thieves" by David Benioff, Lev and Kolya

 navigate the desolate streets of Leningrad amidst the chaos of war,

reflecting on the grim reality surrounding them. As they walk past the iconic

Vitebsk Station, long silent and boarded up, their banter takes on a lighter

tone to mask the heaviness of their situation. Kolya's recent act of violence

against a woman, who was implied to be predatory towards children, leaves

Lev both disturbed and in awe of Kolya's bravery. They discuss the recent

trauma of a violent encounter, where Lev initially froze in fear while Kolya

fought back. Despite Lev’s feeling of guilt and cowardice for running away,

Kolya reassures him that survival instincts are understandable in such dire

circumstances.

As they push forward through the cold, hunger gnaws at them, heightened

by the vivid reminders of death around them. They hear the ominous sounds

of artillery in the distance, indicating the German attacks on factories vital to

the war effort. As they pass bomb shelters filled with the city's terrified

inhabitants, they momentarily find solace in the distant sound of a piano
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Chapter 7 Summary: 

In this chapter of "City of Thieves," Lev and Kolya arrive at the home of

 Sonya, a woman from Kolya's past. Sonya's warmth and beauty still shine

through despite the harsh realities of life during the siege, as she greets them

with a friendly embrace. Kolya's teasing demeanor leads to some

lighthearted banter, revealing their history together. Through their

conversation, we glimpse their shared experiences before the war,

contrasting sharply with the stark and grim realities they now face.

As Sonya introduces Lev to her group of friends, who are all medics recently

finishing a grueling shift caring for war casualties, the weight of the situation

becomes apparent. The tension in the room, filled with weary medical

professionals, highlights the brutality of the conflict as they struggle with

limited supplies and constant danger. Lev learns of their conversation around

the war, expressing both fatalism and hope as they debate the possibility of

Moscow falling to the Germans.

A key theme emerges in the interactions: the interplay between life and

death, love and despair. Kolya's confident stance amid the dire conversations

gives him a magnetic charm that draws the admiration of Sonya and her

friends, further emphasizing the contrast with Lev, who feels awkward and

out of place. His self-consciousness is pronounced, especially in light of

Kolya's easy flirtation with Sonya, juxtaposed against Lev's insecurities
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about his identity and appearance.

As night falls, the chapter shifts focus to the intimate refuge Sonya and

Kolya find in each other amidst the chaos. Lev's observations of their

passion bring forth an undercurrent of longing; he yearns for connection and

love in a world that offers little solace. Their physical closeness is both a

source of warmth and a powerful reminder of Lev's solitude, making his

self-awareness about his emotions and desires feel poignant. The sounds of

their intimacy become torturous for Lev, a reflection of his isolation and

unfulfilled yearning.

Overall, this chapter skillfully weaves humor and heartbreak, depicting the

resilience of human connection in the face of war's devastation. It captures

the pain of longing for companionship and the contrasting realities of

survival, as each character grapples with their circumstances in a world

blighted by conflict.
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Chapter 8 Summary: 

In Chapter 8 of "City of Thieves," we find the protagonists, Kolya and the

 narrator, navigating the frigid atmosphere of a besieged Leningrad as they

seek a man rumored to have chickens, which could mean survival in the

harsh winter conditions. They're outside a locked building near the Narva

Gate, and while Kolya maintains a light-hearted spirit, the narrator struggles

with feelings of grumpiness and dread, haunted by memories of loss tied to

the war.

Kolya shares a story about Lieutenant Belak, who encouraged a young

soldier to steel himself against grief amidst the horrors of war. Leaning into

the surreal atmosphere, Kolya distracts himself from darker thoughts by

dreaming of more hopeful places, while the narrator grapples with deeper

insecurities, envy over Kolya’s charm with women, and guilt over their

current situation.

They eventually engage with two young girls fetching ice, who initially

distrust them. Kolya’s wit wins them over, and they agree to let the pair help

carry the burdensome ice upstairs to an old man rumored to own chickens.

The climb reveals a mixture of physical toll and emotional strain, as the

narrator wrestles with his jealousy of Kolya's affections and his own

yearning for connection, especially considering his feelings for Sonya.
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When they finally reach the rooftop chicken coop, they are confronted with a

bleak scene: a dead man with a shotgun and a starving boy in a woman’s fur

coat. Kolya attempts to engage the boy, named Vadim, who is deeply

entrenched in his despair, believing he must guard what’s left of the

chickens. The narrative poignantly encapsulates the horror of survival amid

death and loss.

Despite their attempts to persuade Vadim to leave with them, he remains

stubborn, holding onto the dead man and the chicken as his last semblance

of connection and responsibility. The moment carries a heavy emotional

weight—the innocence of the boy contrasted with the grim reality

surrounding him. In a tender exchange, Vadim reluctantly gives them the

chicken, symbolizing a painful sacrifice.

The chapter closes with Kolya and the narrator leaving Vadim alone, a

poignant reminder of the unseen scars of war. The themes of survival,

resilience, the loss of innocence, and the impact of human connection echo

throughout, painting a vivid picture of life in a city under siege. The bond

between Kolya and the narrator deepens, but the events weigh heavily upon

them, encapsulating the bleak reality faced by those living in the shadow of

war.

Key
Elements Summary
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Key
Elements Summary

Setting Besieged Leningrad during winter

Main
Characters Kolya and the narrator

Objective To find a man rumored to have chickens for survival

Conflict Narrator struggles with dread and memories of loss; Kolya remains
light-hearted

Significant
Events

Engagement with two young girls, climbing to deliver ice, discovering a
dead man and a starving boy

Emotional
Strain

Narrator's jealousy of Kolya and guilt; Vadim's despair and attachment to
the dead man

Climax Vadim reluctantly gives them a chicken, symbolizing sacrifice

Themes Survival, resilience, loss of innocence, impact of human connection

Ending Kolya and narrator leaving Vadim alone, emphasizing unseen scars of
war
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Chapter 9: 

In Chapter 9 of "City of Thieves," the characters are engulfed in the dire

 conditions of Leningrad during the siege, as they try to survive in a

makeshift home filled with hope and despair. Sonya has collected wood

chips to keep their makeshift stove burning, and the group sits around it,

sipping weak tea and contemplating the fate of a feeble chicken they’ve

nicknamed Darling. They've created a nesting box for her, but as they

anxiously await eggs, there's an underlying tension about survival. The

group, comprised of Lev, Kolya, and Sonya, lights up moments of levity

amid their grim reality, such as discussing the chicken's potential and the

lack of food.

Lev and Sonya reveal their unfamiliarity with rural life, contrasting their city

upbringing with tales of peasants who manage to secure better food. Lev's

sarcasm about Darling’s prospects and Kolya's insistence on believing in her

toughness highlight the group’s bleak humor in the face of tragedy. Politics

and propaganda seep into their discussions as they reflect on the Nazis' plans

to celebrate victory in their city, fueling their determination not to let the city
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Chapter 10 Summary: 

In Chapter 10 of "City of Thieves," the atmosphere is warm and hopeful

 despite the dire circumstances of war. The night starts with a delicious meal

of soup, rich with potatoes and onions, gifted by Sonya, a pilot’s admirer.

Kolya, who loudly protests against the idea of eating another man’s gift,

ultimately joins in the celebration as the trio indulges in laughter and chess

by the stove light, contrasting their grim reality. As Kolya and Sonya find

intimacy in the bedroom, Lev plays chess with Timofei, who is unable to

focus due to the effects of their earlier drinking.

The chapter captures the camaraderie between the characters, with humorous

banter and a lighthearted chess game that serves as a temporary escape from

the surrounding darkness. However, it’s punctuated by stark reality, as

Timofei realizes the absurdness and futility of their situation amid ongoing

war.

The next morning, Kolya wakes Lev with plans for an audacious journey to

Mga, a village with a poultry collective run by Sonya’s uncle. Despite Lev's

initial hesitations and fears about walking into German-held territory,

Kolya's bravado and cheerful demeanor inspire a reluctant admiration. Lev

resents Kolya’s carefree nature, but he finds himself drawn to his

companion’s unyielding confidence and sense of adventure.
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As they prepare, the two sit beside the door to honor a superstition before

embarking on their risky journey. Kolya's promise of protection resonates

with Lev, whose insecurities surface in contrast to Kolya’s inherent bravery.

The chapter highlights themes of friendship, courage, and the desire for

normalcy amid chaos. Their journey encapsulates a fight against despair,

suggesting that even in the darkest times, human connection and the pursuit

of small joys, like a dozen eggs, can offer hope. Lev acknowledges his youth

and naivety, yet he rallies behind Kolya’s audacious spirit—highlighting

their budding friendship and Lev’s evolving character as he begins to

confront the harsh realities of their world.

Chapter
Summary Details

Atmosphere Warm and hopeful amidst war.

Initial Meal Delicious soup from Sonya, enjoyed by Lev, Kolya, and Timofei.

Character
Dynamics

Kolya's protests against the gift turn into laughter and intimacy
among the trio.

Chess Game Serves as a temporary escape and entertains while highlighting
grim realities.

Morning Plans Kolya proposes a journey to a poultry collective in Mga.

Lev's Hesitation Fear of treachery in German-held territory clashes with Kolya's
bravery.

Themes Friendship, courage, and seeking normalcy in chaos.
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Chapter
Summary Details

Highlights Lev evolves from insecurity to embracing Kolya's adventurous
spirit.
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Chapter 11 Summary: 

In this chapter of "City of Thieves," Lev and Kolya journey through the

 harsh remnants of a war-torn Leningrad, where the Moscow railway is

already falling into disrepair just four months after it was cut. The desolate

landscape underscores the strife of war, with abandoned buildings and

people forced into labor for the war effort, such as a group of young women

repurposing a post office for military use. Kolya, ever the jokester, distracts

Lev with lighthearted banter about women and stories, using humor as a

shield against the grim reality around them.

Their camaraderie is marked by playful jabs, particularly about Kolya’s

reputation with women and his relentless flirting, which makes Lev

uncomfortable. The contrast between Kolya’s levity and the starkness of

their surroundings becomes apparent when they encounter a haunting scene

of a dead family in the snow, stripped of their clothes and bodies. This

gruesome discovery serves as a sobering reminder of the war's brutality and

the lengths people go to survive.

As they press on to reach the Leningrad defenses, their dynamic is tested

again when they encounter a sergeant who challenges their identity. Kolya

cleverly navigates the situation by producing a letter from a colonel,

presenting them as part of a military operation. The sergeant’s respect for

Kolya grows as he shares stories of the Katyusha rocket launcher, infusing a
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sense of military pride in the camp, while Kolya’s impromptu singing of a

patriotic song creates a moment of connection amidst the tension.

This chapter explores themes of friendship, the duality of humor and tragedy

in dire circumstances, and the resilience of the human spirit in the face of

despair. Lev and Kolya’s journey is not only physical but also represents a

quest for connection, purpose, and moments of joy, even in the darkest of

times. Their banter, while often masking deeper fears and desires, is a vital

lifeline against the desolation that envelops them.
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Chapter 12: 

In Chapter 12 of "City of Thieves," Lev and Kolya journey through the

 snow-covered countryside outside of Leningrad, a stark contrast to the

haunting atmosphere of their hometown, now a graveyard of war and

despair. The landscape is filled with vibrant life—trees, crows, and playful

squirrels—but their surroundings also remind them of the dire realities of

their situation. As they walk alongside the train tracks in German-controlled

territory, both boys feel an unexpected sense of freedom, as if they are

rediscovering vitality after the oppressive heaviness of war.

Kolya finds a peculiar ten-ruble banknote, which turns out to be a poorly

produced counterfeit, illustrating the absurdity of propaganda efforts aimed

at demoralizing the Russians. The conversation flows, revealing their

personalities: Kolya’s humorous curiosity juxtaposed with Lev’s more

somber reflections on his heritage and faith. When asked about the afterlife,

Lev shares thoughts shaped by his father's poetry, navigating a painful yet

poignant acknowledgment of loss and existential musings.
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Chapter 13 Summary: 

In Chapter 13 of "City of Thieves" by David Benioff, Lev and Kolya press

 on through a frigid birch forest, on a mission that grows increasingly

desperate as the cold worsens. Where once their conversation flowed freely,

Kolya has grown more introspective since the haunting encounter with a

field of dead dogs. The threat of the cold now eclipses the dangers posed by

the Germans, and Lev senses Kolya's growing concern about their delayed

progress towards the town of Mga, especially after a detour that seems to

have spiraled them away from their destination.

As they journey, the stark remnants of war unfold before them, including the

abandoned village of Berezovka, which Kolya laments was

obliterated—anything once beautiful now reduced to charred ruins. Kolya

expresses insight about the German military approach, suggesting their lack

of subtlety ironically ensures their failure to win over the hearts of the

conquered. He reflects that true conquerors historically offered a way out,

unlike the Nazis, who bring destruction and default to brute force. Though

Lev initially contemplates the depth of Kolya’s thoughts, his crisis of faith

concerning the Russian identity leads him to question the worthiness of their

struggle.

The two men find themselves increasingly weary, the biting cold gnawing at

their bodies, and their supplies dwindling. Kolya suggests they may have to
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build a makeshift shelter, but Lev is too exhausted and resolute in seeking

refuge. Their fate hangs precariously after they stumble upon the body of a

Russian soldier frozen amidst the snow, a stark reminder of mortality in

wartime. Kolya scavenges the soldier’s gun and ammunition, emphasizing

their fight continues despite the grim circumstances.

When they catch sight of a farmhouse—a flicker of warmth in the chilling

expanse—Lev argues for venturing inside, despite Kolya’s instincts warning

against it. The farmhouse, seemingly untouched by the destruction that has

befallen other villages, is richly inviting; however, Kolya remains skeptical,

suspecting it harbors German forces. Despite Kolya’s hesitations, Lev’s

determination to escape the cold leads them to approach the house.

Upon sneaking a peek through a window, they are astonished to see young

girls dancing to jazz music, a stark contrast to the bleakness outside. This

surreal and jovial scene leaves Lev momentarily spellbound. However,

Kolya is less enchanted and warns Lev about the potential dangers lurking

within, ultimately deciding to knock on the door. 

When they enter, the warmth envelops them, but the tension is palpable as

the girls regard their unexpected intrusion with trepidation. Kolya brandishes

his pistol to assert control—and questions the girls about their

circumstances. The eldest of the girls responds with fiery passion,

condemning Kolya for his inaction during the brutal occupation, revealing
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the depths of desperation and resentment the locals feel towards the Red

Army. This confrontation captures the devastating emotional toll that the

war has inflicted on all involved, exposing the rift between those in power

and the civilians left vulnerable in the wake of violence.

As the chapter unfolds, themes of survival, the harsh realities of war, and the

moral complexities of human behavior are deeply explored. The characters

navigate not only the physical dangers posed by their environment and

enemy but also the psychological turmoil wrought by betrayal and forgotten

responsibilities, ultimately showcasing how war irrevocably alters

individuals and communities.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Importance of Human Connection in Times of Crisis

Critical Interpretation: As you traverse the challenging landscape of

life, reminiscent of Lev and Kolya's frigid journey, remember that

amid the chaos and despair, the bonds you forge with others can

provide warmth and resilience. Their encounter with the girls dancing

in the farmhouse illustrates how even in desperate circumstances,

human connection can illuminate hope and joy, serving as a reminder

that together, we can confront the darkest of times. Embrace the

relationships in your life, as they can be a powerful source of strength,

guiding you through adversity and igniting your spirit to overcome the

cold, isolating moments that life may throw your way.
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Chapter 14 Summary: 

In Chapter 14 of "City of Thieves" by David Benioff, readers witness the

 complex relationship that develops between the protagonists, Kolya and

Lev, and a group of young women, including sisters Galina and Nina, during

World War II in occupied Russia. Initially met with tension, the bond forms

out of necessity as both groups crave companionship and news of the war.

While the girls eagerly seek updates about their beloved Leningrad, their

lives have been marked by tragedy and loss; many men from their

hometowns have been killed, and the women live under the constant threat

of the German soldiers.

As they share food and warmth, the men learn of the grim reality the girls

face. The chilling mention of the Einsatzgruppen—a brutal Nazi death

squad—demonstrates the tangible horrors looming over them, igniting

discussions about survival and resistance. Nina reveals the grim fate of a girl

named Zoya, who suffered immensely at the hands of the soldiers. The

harrowing story of Zoya's abduction and brutal punishment—where she is

tortured in front of her peers—sheds light on the stark and terrifying nature

of their reality. This moment brings a somber gravity to the chapter,

emphasizing themes of fear, trauma, and the loss of innocence.

Through the interactions, we see character development, especially in Lev

and Kolya, who grapple with the weight of their own existence against the
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backdrop of horror surrounding them. Kolya’s playful bravado contrasts

sharply with the girls’ devastation, highlighting his inability to fully

comprehend their suffering. Yet, the camaraderie formed over shared

hardships begins to hint at a potential for hope and resilience.

As the chapter unfolds, it crescendos with a pointed reminder of the

Germans' cruelty, leaving Lev and Kolya contemplating their own next

steps. Kolya’s suggestion for the girls to flee to the city—perceived as safer

than their current location—underscores the urgency and despair of their

situation. With the clock ticking down to the officers’ arrival, there’s a

palpable tension that looms over the narrative, encapsulating the grim reality

of war and the shared humanity that shines through even in the darkest

moments.
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Chapter 15: 

In Chapter 15 of "City of Thieves," Lev and Kolya find themselves in a

 sparsely furnished room, reminiscing about the past and contemplating their

uncertain future amid the war. As they discuss their fears and the imminent

danger of facing the Germans, Kolya attempts to uplift Lev’s spirits with

humor and bravado, despite the grim reality surrounding them. He

encourages Lev to channel thoughts of Zoya into their impending

confrontation, emphasizing the importance of fighting back against the

oppressors who threaten their city.

The tension rises as Lara, a local girl, signals that German soldiers are

approaching. Kolya, armed with his pistol, prepares for the worst, while Lev

wrestles with his fear and self-doubt, unsure if he can take a life. Their bond

deepens as Kolya shares a deck of risqué playing cards, teasing Lev about

the girls they'll meet after their exploits, yet threads of fear and despair loom

as Kolya’s carefree attitude clashes with Lev’s anxiety about their likely

death.
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Chapter 16 Summary: 

In Chapter 16 of "City of Thieves," we find ourselves in a tense, makeshift

 safe house filled with rough partisans and their weary companions.

Korsakov allows his men some time to rest and eat before the atmosphere

shifts with the increasing threat of the approaching Germans. Vika, a sharp

and formidable young sniper, is the focal point of attention as she lounges on

a horsehair sofa, unbothered yet intriguing, challenging the protagonist’s

perception of femininity and strength.

The narrator, grappling with his own inexperience and burgeoning desire,

steals glances at Vika, captivated by her unpolished beauty and tough

demeanor. This sparks a series of vivid and audacious daydreams that

starkly contrast his usual heartwarming fantasies about other girls, such as

Vera Osipovna. His thoughts reveal not only his attraction to Vika but also

his vulnerability, marked by a teenage awkwardness around women and a

fear of intimacy.

The dynamics shift when one of the partisans makes crude comments

towards Galina, another girl in the house, and Vika swiftly intervenes. The

scene captures Vika’s fierce defiance and her implicit power, while the

narrator feels a mix of admiration and regret for not standing up for Galina.

The interplay of oppression and rebellion illustrates the broader themes of

cowardice versus bravery and the struggle for respect in a chaotic world.
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As tension builds, the protagonist clumsily attempts to engage Vika in

conversation, leading to an exchange about their weapons. Their

conversation is laced with flirtation and competitive banter, revealing Vika's

prowess and the rich history behind her Finnish dagger. This exchange

serves as an intriguing bond between them, hinting at a deeper connection

interwoven with the harsh reality of their circumstances. Vika challenges the

protagonist's credibility, and instead of backing down, he gains a slight edge

by offering information about a high-value Nazi target, Abendroth, which

demonstrates his desire to assert himself.

Kolya and Korsakov re-enter the scene, suggesting it’s time to move. The

chapter culminates with the realization that they must leave the safe house to

avoid discovery by German troops. The weight of impending danger looms,

especially with the idea of driving in stolen German vehicles. With the

chapter closing on a sense of urgency and purpose, we’re left wondering

about the characters’ fates and the hard choices that lie ahead. The blend of

attraction, bravery, and the gritty backdrop of war creates a rich tapestry of

human emotion and resilience, setting the stage for the unfolding journey.
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Chapter 17 Summary: 

In Chapter 17 of "City of Thieves," the atmosphere is suffused with

 mounting tension and uncertainty as the main character and his companion,

Kolya, march through a snowy forest on a mission assigned by Korsakov,

their leader. The cold and exhaustion weigh heavily on the narrator, whose

thoughts drift into a dreamlike state where the harsh reality of their situation

blurs with whimsical imaginations. Despite trudging through the snow in a

single-file formation, the camaraderie between the men persists, particularly

highlighted by Kolya’s attempts to keep spirits up with teasing banter and

musings about women.

As they walk, Kolya divulges his ambitions as a writer, hinting at his

aspirations to create a novel inspired by “The Courtyard Hound.” However,

beneath his humorous exterior lies a fear of embarrassment and a desire for

validation that connects him to the broader themes of art and survival in the

face of war. Their interaction gives insight into both characters; Kolya's

bravado contrasts with the narrator's deeper insecurities.

The narrative takes a stark turn when Vika, a formidable member of their

group, catches up with them, sharply criticizing their casualness and

reminding them of the imminent danger posed by nearby German camps.

Her commanding presence and refusal to tolerate distractions underscores

the life-or-death stakes of their mission, reflecting a harsh reality where
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camaraderie can turn to conflict in an instant.

As the group halts to reassess their path, Vika announces that the Germans

are burning villages, revealing the brutal consequences of their wartime

skirmishes. The chilling reminder that the enemy's cruelty extends to

massacring civilians weighs heavily on the men, igniting fierce internal

struggles between morality and survival.

Ultimately, Korsakov decides to abandon their mission to Novoye

Koshkino, a decision that underscores the unpredictable nature of war and

the constant threat of violence. This chapter fluidly intertwines themes of

camaraderie, the absurdity of war, and the human spirit's resilience amid

despair, painting a vivid tableau of life in wartime and the burdens carried

by those who endure it. The blend of humor, deep introspection, and stark

reality creates a rich narrative that engages readers, prompting reflection on

the moral complexities encountered in desperate times.
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Chapter 18: 

In Chapter 18 of "City of Thieves," Lev and his companions reach a dingy

 partisan safe house near Lake Ladoga just before dawn. The cabin, a

dilapidated trapper’s shelter, exudes an overwhelming stench, making the

atmosphere grim, yet the arrival of light snow brings a glimmer of hope. As

the group huddles together for warmth, they reflect on the violent world

outside, glimpsing a burning village and hearing distant gunfire, leading to

contemplations on the beauty of destruction.

The chapter delves into the dynamics between the characters, especially

focusing on the playful yet awkward relationship between Lev and Kolya.

Kolya, ever the storyteller, tries to engage Lev with tales of his youthful

exploits and his quest for female companionship during the war. His

rambling confessions, filled with both humor and rawness, underscore a

longing for human connection amidst chaos. He recounts an escapade where

he faced unexpected setbacks while attempting to secure intimacy, giving a

mixture of comic relief and stark realities of wartime life.
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Chapter 19 Summary: 

In Chapter 19 of "City of Thieves," the tension swiftly escalates as Lev and

 his companions are roused from their sleep by a panicked partisan

informing them that a German company, accompanied by prisoners, is

approaching. With their instincts kicking in, they rush out into the blinding

midday sun, adrenaline overriding any conscious thought. As they flee, Lev

is swept into a primal state of fear, recalling a childhood memory of running

across freshly tarred streets—an innocent moment starkly contrasted with

the brutal reality of war.

Gunfire erupts, and Lev witnesses a fellow partisan, Korsakov, fatally

injured, prompting him to continue running downhill along a stream, driven

solely by survival instinct. He finds temporary refuge behind a tree, where

he soon spots familiar faces: Kolya, Vika, and the partisan Markov. Their

unexpected reunion amidst chaos sparks a glimmer of hope for Lev, though

he remains too shaken to fully engage.

As the Germans draw closer, the group hatches a desperate plan. Vika

proposes mingling with the incoming prisoners to evade capture, while

Markov is skeptical, focusing instead on the threat posed by the approaching

soldiers. Ultimately, Vika convinces everyone that blending in offers their

best chance. Tension builds further when Markov, embittered by a civilian’s

denunciation as a partisan, is shot by the Germans amidst the confusion.
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After Markov's execution, Lev grapples with the loss and reflects on the

gravity of their situation. Conversations among the survivors reveal varying

perspectives on the importance of individual lives versus the broader goal of

winning the war. Vika and Kolya express a resigned pragmatism, while Lev

insists that each life, including their own, holds intrinsic value.

Essentially, this chapter explores themes of survival, camaraderie, and the

brutal realities of war. It underscores the personal toll of conflict, contrasting

innocence and harsh reality, while the characters wrestle with what it means

to matter in the face of overwhelming odds. The moment builds suspense

and emotional depth, capturing the essence of human resilience amid chaos.
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Chapter 20 Summary: 

In Chapter 20 of "City of Thieves," the grim atmosphere is set as a group of

 prisoners halts near a stark redbrick schoolhouse, now commandeered by

German soldiers. The scene captures the harsh irony of propaganda,

epitomized by the inscribed phrase about molding children into Bolsheviks.

A German officer, casually commanding, inspects the prisoners and

expresses a façade of camaraderie, insisting that they share a common

enemy—the Communists.

With a sense of detached authority, the Einsatzkommando addresses the

assembled Russians, dismissing the idea that they should fear him or his

men. His charm contrasts sharply with the threat they embody: the promise

of better conditions for those deemed literate and the grim future awaiting

the illiterates. As the soldiers distribute newspapers to the prisoners, a sense

of uncertainty pervades. Some older peasants shrug, lacking interest, while

younger men try earnestly to read aloud, navigating the complexities of the

Russian language under the watchful eyes of their captors.

Among the prisoners are Kolya, Vika, and the narrator, who forms a bond

with Vika during the tension of this moment. She gently warns him of his

illiteracy in a whispered, protective tone, igniting a flicker of hope within

him. Kolya, meanwhile, demonstrates a wit that reflects both defiance and

resignation as he critiques the situation, underscoring the absurdity of
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seeking validation from their captors through reading.

When Kolya bravely attempts to read but ultimately shows reluctance, he

identifies a deeper disdain hidden beneath his bravado. The German officer

misreads the situation, finding humor instead where there is only horror. As

the prisoners are sorted, those who fail the literacy test are grouped together,

a fate foreshadowing the horrific violence that soon erupts.

In a shocking turn, as the literate prisoners process their apparent fate with

naïve pride, the Germans begin to execute them mercilessly. The chapter

climaxes with this brutal massacre, illustrating the chilling reality of war and

the tragic misunderstanding that now engulfs the survivors. The vivid

imagery of the scene, juxtaposed with the earlier camaraderie of the soldiers,

leaves a haunting impression of the cruelty of humanity amidst conflict.

As the surviving prisoners observe planes overhead, their silence is filled

with the weight of loss and the unrelenting burden of survival. Amidst

brutality, fleeting moments of connection and hope between the characters

rise, making it a poignant reflection on the fragility of life and the impact of

war on human relationships.
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Chapter 21: 

In Chapter 21 of "City of Thieves," we find ourselves in a cramped toolshed

 behind a school, filled with thirty-five prisoners attempting to survive in the

brutal conditions of war. The setting is tense; the German guards have nailed

the doors shut, leaving the prisoners in the dark with only the faint sounds of

the outside world, where they dare to whisper about escape. Among the

crowd, Lev, Kolya, and Vika stand out, forming a bond through their shared

struggles. As conversations stack one on another, Lev takes note of the

differing perspectives among the men, exposing their fears and

vulnerabilities regarding their captivity.

Kolya attempts to rally the others into action, arguing for a collective escape,

while Edik voices caution, expressing a trust for their captors, which angers

some. This dynamic highlights a theme of desperation versus

resignation—some are willing to risk their lives for freedom while others

cling to the hope that survival lies in compliance. Amidst the escalating

debate, Lev finds solace in the camaraderie forming around him, especially

with Vika, who surprises him with her insight and humor. They share pieces
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Chapter 22 Summary: 

Chapter 22 of "City of Thieves" begins with a tense awakening for Lev and

 Kolya, as German soldiers start prying nails from a shed door to prepare the

prisoners for a new day. The atmosphere is grim, highlighted by the cold

light that reveals the harsh reality of their surroundings, including a

murdered man lying lifeless on the ground, which stirs fear and unease

among the group. The murder victim, Markov’s accuser, becomes a symbol

of the strangling grip of violence in their lives, and Vika’s detached

demeanor reinforces the brooding tension within the group.

As they leave the shed, Kolya’s sardonic humor shines through despite the

somber circumstances, and the prisoners receive meager rations—a dry

biscuit that signifies their worsening situation. Lev’s interactions with Kolya

reveal both his growing despair and the camaraderie that forms through

shared struggle. The chapter showcases Kolya's quick wit and ability to

lighten the mood, contrasting with their bleak reality. 

Lev's growing attraction to Vika complicates their dynamics; Kolya

teasingly speculates about Vika's prowess as a killer and her past, suggesting

her connections with the NKVD might not be what Lev wants to believe.

The mix of admiration and anxiety Lev feels towards Vika signifies the

complexity of human emotions flourishing even in despair. Their journey

through the snow-strewn landscape accentuates their vulnerability and
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desperation for survival.

Conflict arises as Vika reveals her plan to track down a Nazi officer,

Abendroth, implying a risky act of rebellion against their captors. Kolya

suggests an unconventional approach—a bet where Lev would play chess

against Abendroth, bringing forth themes of honor, risk, and the struggle for

autonomy. Kolya’s boldness in proposing the wager reflects both courage

and a touch of delirium amidst the war’s chaos. 

The exchange between Vika, Lev, and Kolya reveals their differing views on

survival and resistance, intertwining personal stakes with broader

implications. Lev’s confusion about how to navigate both the chess game

and his feelings for Vika portrays the duality of life in war—a fight for

survival against the backdrop of burgeoning humanity and connections.

The chapter concludes with Kolya’s clever gamble leading to an uncertain

night ahead, leaving Lev caught between the hope of escape and the looming

threat of death. Lev questions Kolya’s motives and the practicality of his

plan, while the cliffhanger of the chapter makes readers wonder about the

fateful confrontation with Abendroth. Themes of sacrifice, bravery, and the

human spirit in the face of devastation emerge powerfully, encapsulating the

struggles of individuals in an overwhelming landscape of war.
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Chapter 23 Summary: 

In Chapter 23 of "City of Thieves," the scene is set in a sheep barn outside

 Krasnogvardeysk, where Lev, Vika, and Kolya huddle with other prisoners.

The atmosphere is bleak, filled with the smells of wet wool and dung, and

the men, exhausted from their ordeal, drift into sleep. The trio debates the

possibility of being summoned by a high-ranking German officer for a

game, with Vika expressing concern that they'll be searched for weapons. In

a moment of defiance and practicality, she and Kolya conceal their pistols in

the frozen ground, with Vika demonstrating resourcefulness by hiding her

knife in Lev's boot.

As the prisoners are later taken to a conference room, they meet

Sturmbannführer Abendroth, who is a large, intimidating man with a

penchant for liquor and chess. He confounds their expectations as he

engages in conversation, revealing his interest in chess and his somewhat

intoxicated demeanor. As Lev plays a game against Abendroth, the stakes

rise when Kolya negotiates for their freedom and the promise of eggs should

Lev win. The tension heightens as Abendroth initially refuses any real

concession but eventually agrees to release Vika if Lev triumphs.

Throughout the chess match, Lev skilfully navigates a precarious position,

grappling with the mounting pressure and the presence of two armed

troopers. Meanwhile, Vika and Kolya's silent strategies subtly unfold,
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hinting at a potential uprising. Lev's growing confidence in his chess skills

coincides with his internal struggle about whether to take drastic action

against Abendroth, reflecting on his fear of death and mortality.

Just as Lev secures an unexpected victory by cleverly outmaneuvering

Abendroth, chaos erupts when he instinctively reaches for the hidden knife

in a moment of adrenaline-fueled decision-making. A frenzied fight ensues,

leading to the shocking and violent death of Abendroth and a German

trooper. In a dash for survival, Lev, Kolya, and Vika flee into the night,

driven by a mix of fear, adrenaline, and a newfound sense of love for their

homeland as they make their escape into the dark, enveloping forest.

This chapter encapsulates key themes of survival, the desperation of war, the

precariousness of hope, and the pivotal choices made under stress, all while

delving deeply into the characters' emotional landscapes as they navigate the

moral complexities of their dire situation. Lev's internal conflict about

killing a man versus the necessity of survival highlights the grim reality of

war, as well as the camaraderie and loyalty that binds him, Vika, and Kolya

together as they confront their harrowing circumstances.
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Chapter 24: 

In Chapter 24 of "City of Thieves," the atmosphere is tense yet exhilarating

 as the main characters—Kolya, Vika, and the narrator, Lyova—navigate the

frozen landscape after a harrowing encounter. They are on the run, wary of

enemy soldiers, but the further they venture into the woods, the more their

escape feels within reach. The survival of the trio hangs in the balance, and a

newfound camaraderie blossoms amid the harshness of their reality. Kolya,

bursting with enthusiasm, repeatedly praises Lyova for demonstrating

unexpected bravery in killing the German officer Abendroth. This act of

violence weighs heavily on Lyova, who reflects on the thrill of agency it

gave him, contrasting with a lingering sadness for the lives taken. He

grapples with a complicated sense of exhilaration and guilt, particularly as

he recalls the faces of the dead.

Amid their journey, Vika emerges as a strong presence, unfazed by the chaos

surrounding them. An argument breaks out between her and Kolya over their

direction, with Vika ultimately asserting her leadership by marching ahead,

prompting Kolya to follow. As they trek, Lyova opens up to Vika about their
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Chapter 25 Summary: 

In Chapter 25 of "City of Thieves," the harsh reality of war is vividly

 depicted as Lev and Kolya navigate through the icy landscape, battling

exhaustion and pain. Lev is haunted by his injured finger and the relentless

fatigue that pervades his thoughts, while Kolya seems buoyed by an

unquenchable spirit, finding solace in storytelling even in dire

circumstances. As they trudge north, Kolya shares a story about a dog in his

novel, "The Courtyard Hound," which serves as a reflection on

companionship, loyalty, and the human condition amidst isolation and

desolation.

The dynamics between Lev and Kolya deepen; their banter reveals Kolya’s

optimistic outlook contrasted with Lev’s somber thoughts. A moment of

levity arises when Kolya insists on showing Lev something remarkable—his

"record-breaking" experience in the woods, which humorously interrupts the

existential gravity of their journey. However, this moment of laughter is

quickly overshadowed by the gravity of the situation as they reach the

outskirts of Leningrad. Their hopes for safety are abruptly shattered when

they are suddenly shot at by soldiers, highlighting the chaos and dangerous

misunderstandings rife in war.

Kolya is shot in the ass, a surreal twist that adds dark humor to their

predicament. While Lev is terrified and desperate for Kolya to receive
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medical attention, Kolya maintains his characteristic bravado, even joking

about the nature of his injury. Their interaction underscores their bond, built

on friendship, vulnerability, and the shared trauma of survival. Despite the

immediate danger, Kolya’s irrepressible spirit shines through, as he

continues to reference his unwritten story and dreams of attending the

colonel's daughter's wedding.

As they are rescued by military personnel, the situation becomes even more

tense with Lev worried about Kolya’s worsening condition. Kolya, in his

final moments of lucidity, speaks about the story’s title, deepening the

emotional stakes. The chapter culminates in a heart-wrenching moment as

Kolya smiles at Lev, conveying a sense of courage and affection, despite the

bleak reality of their circumstances. Lev's reflections hint at a profound

understanding of their mortality and the nature of love and friendship during

the greatest trials.

Through humor, heartache, and a glimpse of humanity amidst chaos, this

chapter powerfully encapsulates the themes of friendship, the absurdity of

war, and the enduring spirit of storytelling.
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Chapter 26 Summary: 

In Chapter 26 of "City of Thieves," we find the protagonist in a tense

 situation, navigating through the bustling activities of a mansion on

Kamenny Island, which is now a shell of its former self amidst the frigid,

broken cityscape. Officers in uniform and stern-faced civilians rush around,

embodying the urgency of war. Accompanied by a bald lieutenant, he heads

to a machine-gun emplacement, where soldiers are engaging in the small

pleasures of life, sipping weak tea despite the grim circumstances. 

The protagonist delivers a special package to Colonel Grechko, who is in the

wine cellar overseeing the preparations for an extravagant wedding feast. A

range of sumptuous food items are being cataloged: smoked ham, black

caviar, jellied beef, garlic, and even Swiss chocolate—all promising

hedonistic indulgence in a time of scarcity. Grechko recognizes the

protagonist as “the looter” and expresses a curiosity about his friend, Kolya,

the deserter, hinting at their prior camaraderie. 

As the protagonist hands over a dozen eggs—an important contribution

amidst the grand spread—he is rewarded with two Grade One ration cards,

granting him access to officer’s rations. The colonel’s generosity offers a

lifeline, but also deepens the protagonist's sense of loss, as he reflects on

how Kolya would have reveled in the knowledge of fine wines to

complement the feast. 
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Grechko, keenly aware of the protagonist's internal struggle, advises him

against voicing certain thoughts, embracing a moment of connection and

showing a glimmer of affection. This exchange highlights key themes of

friendship, survival, and the small yet impactful acts of kindness in a brutal

world. The protagonist leaves with more than just rations; he gains a fleeting

sense of belonging and a poignant reminder of the bonds that define

humanity in the darkest of times.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Chapter 27: 

On the night of January 27, 1944, the siege of Leningrad came to a dramatic

 end, celebrated by the vibrant explosion of colored rockets illuminating the

city. The protagonist, who has spent a year in the army working as a

journalist for Red Star—an assignment he begrudgingly

accepted—celebrates on the rooftop of Sonya’s building with friends and a

few too many glasses of bad wine. Tipsy and euphoric, he shares a hesitant

kiss with Sonya, a moment tinged with the memory of their mutual friend

Kolya, whose absence lingers in their minds.

After the siege, the protagonist learns that many survivors from the Kirov

building, including Vera Osipovna and the Antokolsky twins, have made it

through the horrors of war, although they've all changed significantly. He

reflects on his own return to a war-torn Leningrad, acknowledging that the

city still bears the scars of conflict, and noting the survival and changes in

those around him, including his personal disappointment over what he

perceives as his own lack of accomplishments compared to others.
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