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Code Noir Summary

A tale of resilience in a dystopian future.

Written by Books OneHub
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About the book

In the darkly captivating world of “"Code Noir" by Marianne De Pierres, the
boundaries between reality and illusion blur within a dystopian society
where the struggle for survival pits humanity against the insidious forces of
technology and control. Set against a backdrop of vibrant yet perilous
landscapes, the narrative follows afiercely resilient protagonist as she
navigates a treacherous web of political intrigue, cybernetic enhancements,
and the haunting echoes of her own past. With rich world-building that
explores themes of identity, freedom, and the essence of what it means to be
human, De Pierres invites readers to immerse themselvesin a
thought-provoking journey that challenges the status quo and ignites a
passion for rebellion. Prepare to be ensnared by atale that fuses gripping
action with profound philosophical questions—"Code Noir" promisesto be

an unforgettabl e reading experience that lingers long after the final page.
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About the author

Marianne De Pierresis an acclaimed Australian author known for her
innovative storytelling and contributions to the science fiction and fantasy
genres. With abackground in both literature and cultural studies, she has
garnered areputation for her compelling character development and intricate
world-building. De Pierresis particularly celebrated for her unique ability to
weave complex narratives that explore themes of identity, technology, and
the human experience. Throughout her career, she has authored numerous
novels and series, including the popular "Pushing the Boundaries' trilogy
and the " Sentients of Orion" series, establishing herself as a prominent voice
in speculative fiction. Her work often reflects her keen interest in social
issues and the interplay between humanity and its creations, making her a

significant figure in contemporary genre literature.
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Chapter 1 Summary:

In the opening chapter of "Code Noir," we meet Parrish Plessis, who starts
her day under a shower that transforms into an unexpected confrontation.
As she enjoys the water, a mysterious man from the Cabal Coomera
interrupts her, demanding her assistance. He informs her that four Clever
Men—powerful spiritual figures—have disappeared, and she is tasked with
finding them. The urgency of the situation is underscored by the ominous
presence of the Cabal, described through vivid details: their somber

demeanor, tribal scars, and unsettling calmness.

Parrish tries to push back against the order, noting her complicated history
with the Cabal, particularly the blood debt (goma) owed for the killing of her
former employer, Jamon Mondo. She realizes that the Cabal wants her to
eliminate Loyl-me-Daac, a genetic manipulator who is also someone she has
deep feelings for. This presents an emotional conflict for Parrish—she wants

to protect Daac despite the Cabal’ s demands.

The man explains that not only the Clever Men are at risk, but also shamans
of various beliefs. Parrish feels awave of resignation as she grapples with
the task ahead. The Cabal promises that if she helps them, they will return
crucial research that could hold answers to her affliction caused by an alien
parasite, the Eskaalim, which threatens to consume her. This adds a personal

stakes layer, making her quest not just about loyalty but survival.
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Despite her reluctance, the pressure from the Cabal's ominous presence
pushes her to accept their mission. The chapter captures her internal struggle
and hints at the complexities of her relationship with Daac and her attempts
to navigate the dangerous world of The Tert. The redlity is fraught with
tension, establishing atone that is both thrilling and dark. The chapter
concludes on atense note, with Parrish handling a dagger left by one of the
Cabal members—areminder of the gravity of her situation and the stakes
involved in the journey ahead. In just afew pages, we are drawn into aworld
of intrigue, emotional depth, and the looming threat of power struggles

surrounding Parrish, setting the stage for a compelling narrative.
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Chapter 2 Summary:

In Chapter Two of "Code Noir" by Marianne De Pierres, the excitement and
tension build as the anticipated King Tide approaches—jpredicted to be the
largest in Southern Hemisphere history. The protagonist, Parrish, is
consumed with thoughts of the impending tide, which has attracted both
spectators and doomsayers alike, creating a whirlwind of chaos. While
trying to focus on her conversation with Teece, aclose friend and ally, she
finds herself embroiled in a heated debate about helping a group of fera

children—victims of abrutal recent war known as the "six-day war."

Parrish feels a deep sense of obligation to these children, particularly to
Tina, one who sacrificed herself amid the violence, which underscores
themes of loyalty and debt. Despite Teece's reluctance to help the
"bio-weapon-making kids," Parrish convinces him that they should seek to
provide them shelter, highlighting her determination and sense of
responsibility. Their dynamic is complicated; although they have a close
bond, there's an underlying tension as Parrish is dealing with a parasitic

infection that is changing her, both physically and psychologically.

Parrish’s struggle with her inner turmoil manifests as she navigates her
relationship with Teece, who clearly has deeper feelings for her—feelings
she acknowledges but doesn’t fully reciprocate, as her heart lies with

someone else, Loyl Daac. This unrequited longing emphasi zes a theme of
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love and the pain it can bring.

Teece remains steadfast and supportive but struggles with his emotions as
Parrish reveals her intention to move to Jamon’ s old place, atransition
suggesting new beginnings but also inevitable separation. Their playful
banter hints at deeper affection, while Parrish's need to keep her distance

showcases her internal battle with the parasite and her fear of losing control.

As the chapter unfolds, Parrish makes a critical move, bringing Ibisinto the
mix as she plans her next steps, hinting at potential upheaval in The Tert, the
rough environment they currently inhabit. The chapter is rich with tension,
complex relationships, and the blurred lines between conflict and care,
setting the stage for the challenges and decisions to come as King Tide

looms ever closer.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of responsibility towards others

Critical Interpretation: Asyou navigate through your own life, let the
narrative of Parrish inspire you to embrace a sense of obligation
towards those who are vulnerable and in need, much like the fera
children in 'Code Noir.' Consider how you might look beyond mere
survival, recognizing the profound impact your actions can have on
someone else's life. Just as Parrish feels compelled to help despite the
risks, let that ignite a passion within you to extend a hand to those
who are struggling, fostering a community built on empathy and
support. This chapter reminds you that true strength lies not just in

overcoming your challenges, but in lifting others alongside you.
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Chapter 3:

In Chapter Three of "Code Noir," we follow the protagonist, Parrish, as she
rushes to find Larry Hein to discuss the karadji. The chaotic environment
she traverses reflects the relentless decay of The Tert, a once-thriving area
now filled with dilapidated architecture and remnants of arecent war that
claimed nearly athousand lives. The haunting memories of death linger in

the air, amplified by the media s insatiable appetite for sensationalism.

As she jogs through the grim landscape, Parrish grapples with her own inner
turmoil. The aftermath of personal loss, particularly her friend Jamon’s
death and her violent confrontation with lo Lang, has |eft her grappling with
an alien parasite that feeds on her aggression and transforms her mental state
into something feral. Although she tries to control it through meditation, the
parasite threatens to overwhelm her, manifesting in violent impulses and

hallucinations.
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Chapter 4 Summary:

In Chapter Four of "Code Noir," the protagonist, Parrish Plessis, engagesin
a high-stakes conversation in a bar with Larry, her broker. After negotiating
to clear her debts and promising him protection in exchange for his services,
Parrish urgently seeks information about two missing Cabal shamans,
hinting at deeper troubles to come. As she steps outside, sheis met by Link
and his group of feral children, who admire her decisiveness, stirring a mix

of amusement and reflection within her.

The tension escalates when Parrish is ambushed by a'goboy,' but she deftly
handles the attack, only to encounter Riko, afamiliar foe seeking revenge.
After ascuffle, Riko reveals that someone powerful has placed a bounty on

her head, intensifying her sense of danger and the need for vigilance.

Upon entering Jamon's disheveled former apartment, now emptied of its
owner’s presence, Parrish feels overwhelmed by the mess and the looming
responsibilities of her new life. Despite the chaos, she takes
action—cleaning up the apartment and strategically removing traces of
Jamon, a man who had become a grotesque creature under the influence of

the Eskaalim, an ominous force.

As she rummages through Jamon’ s files, Parrish uncovers unsettling

information about her past and connections to people, which reveals Jamon’s
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obsessive surveillance. She grapples with her moral boundaries, weighing
the utility of his amassed intelligence against the creepiness of his attention.
Ultimately, she decides to keep the information on others while erasing any

mention of herself, justifying her actions for survival.

Parrish then works on securing funding for her renewed life by manipulating
Jamon’sillegal financial cache, transitioning her focus back to looking out
for those she now protects. Her sense of urgency becomes pal pable as she
awaitsthe arrival of Teece, her ally and a key resource during turbulent
times. There' s a growing tension between them, underscored by their
complicated relationship and Parrish’ s increasing struggle with her desires

and vulnerabilities.

When Teece arrives, their encounter swiftly shifts from intense discussion to
physical intimacy, culminating in raw chaos. The chapter captures Parrish's
conflict between her instinctual desires and her longing for emotional

stability, laying bare her tumultuous nature.

L ater, asthey enjoy what little peace they can find in a bar, the atmosphere
shifts dramatically when a bounty hunter threatens Parrish. In a swift and
determined response, they together thwart the attack, revealing afierce
loyalty and shared fight for survival. Just before the chapter ends, Parrish
extracts critical information about the bounty, setting the stage for the battles
ahead and highlighting themes of survival, trust, and the blurred lines
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between predator and prey. With a cold determination, she notes the bounty's

coordinates, ready to confront the looming threats in her new reality.

Chapter Summary

Protagonist: Parrish Plessis
Setting: A bar, Jamon's disheveled apartment
Key Events:

Parrish negotiates with Larry to clear debts and seek information about
missing Cabal shamans.

Encounter with Link and his group of feral children highlights her
decisiveness.

Ambush by a goboy, followed by a confrontation with Riko, who reveals a
bounty on her head.

Parrish cleans Jamon's apartment, reflecting on her responsibilities and
uncovering unsettling information about her past.

Decides to keep information on others while erasing mentions of herself.

Manipulates Jamon’s illegal financial cache to secure funding for her new
life.

Tension builds with ally Teece, leading to an intimate yet chaotic
encounter.

Threat from a bounty hunter escalates tension, but they thwart the attack
together, showcasing loyalty and survival instinct.

Parrish extracts critical information about the bounty, setting the stage for
future conflicts.

Themes: Survival, trust, predator vs. prey, emotional conflict.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embrace decisiveness in challenging situations

Critical Interpretation: In moments of uncertainty and chaos, just like
Parrish, you can harness the power of decisivenessto take control of
your circumstances. While life may throw obstacles your way, the key
takeaway from Parrish's journey isto act with conviction. By making
tough decisions even when faced with fear and ambiguity, you can not
only navigate through difficulties but also emerge stronger and more
capable of confronting future challenges. This ability to decisively
tackle problems head-on can transform daunting situations into

opportunities for growth and resilience.
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Chapter 5 Summary:

In Chapter Five of "Code Noir," the protagonist, Parrish, finds herself
battling disorienting visions after being sedated by alarge man named Larry
while at abar. When she wakes up in her new apartment, her friend Ibisis
there, humorously reporting that Larry advised her to be patient about an
unknown matter. Parrish expresses her gratitude for Ibis' visit, despite the
uncomfortable circumstances, and they begin brainstorming ideas to create a
living space for the feral children who live in cramped conditions, likening
them to “ packed fish.”

|bis lists the challenges they face in acquiring materials for their project, but
Parrish is determined to create a home for the kids, believing they deserve
better than the squalor they currently inhabit. Their conversation takes a
serious turn when their ideals about community and human exploitation
clash, revealing Parrish's strong opposition to the brutal practices of agroup
led by afigure named Loyl.

Astheir planning unfolds, Teece arrives with anew addition to their crew, a
Pet named Roo, who adds a layer of tension with his casual attitude towards
weapons and life. Parrish’sinitial discomfort around Roo morphsinto a
realization that he may be a valuable asset, despite his lack of formality.

Alongside |bis and Roo, Parrish inspects a rundown shelter intended for the
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ferals. She insists on sanitizing the space and converting it into a recreation

room, which leads to Roo questioning her plansto restrict drugs like Sensil,
hinting at deeper social problems. Parrish’s determination shines through as
she disputes Roo's views, wanting to create a positive environment for the

children.

Parrish then leaves to reclaim her personal belongings from her old digs,
confronting a new tenant who has carelessly taken up residence. Their
interaction highlights themes of 1oss and ownership as Parrish navigates her
past memories associated with the space. After retrieving her tech
companion, Merry 3#, she learns from the device that trouble is brewing,

marked by an urgent message from Teece calling for her attention.

Throughout this chapter, we see Parrish grow more responsible and invested
in her community’ s well-being, displaying resilience amid oppressive
realities. Characters like Ibis and Roo help to deepen the narrative by
reflecting various perspectives on survival, ingenuity, and the morals of
society in "The Tert." The chapter embodies themes of friendship and the
joint struggle against adversity, all while layering the backdrop of a gritty,
futuristic world riddled with challenges. The chapter closes on a note of
urgency, propelling the story forward into the unknown troubles awaiting
Parrish.
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Chapter 6:

In Chapter Six of "Code Noir," the action kicks off with the protagonist,
Parrish, sprinting to Torley’s, worried for her friend Teece. As she arrives,
she witnesses a standoff between Plastique thugs and a group of masked
ferals, caught in atense standoff right inside Hein's bar. Parrish bursts
through the door with guns drawn, a dramatic entrance that reflects her

determination and fierce loyalty to her friends.

Inside, the situation is dire. Teece is being held at gunpoint, while lbisis
strung up like atrophy. Road Tedder, a notorious underworld figure, sits
aloof, revealing that he wants a deal regarding drug distribution. He's a
symbol of the corrupt, dangerous world of The Tert, where power dynamics
shift with threats and manipulation. Road’ s derogatory nickname for Parrish
infuriates her; she’s not one to be trifled with, especially when it comes to

protecting her friends.
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Chapter 7 Summary:

In Chapter Seven of "Code Noir" by Marianne De Pierres, the protagonist
embarks on atreacherous journey through the chaotic and vibrant landscape
of The Tert, driven by the urgency of finding a missing Tert shaman and
confronting dark forces at play. They start in afamiliar yet gritty area,
stopping to pick up some new fatigues and sunglassesto blend in,
accompanied by Roo, achild with amix of human and mek traits. Roo's
presence brings amix of innocence and danger, reminding the protagonist of

the harsh redlities of survival in thisworld.

Asthey navigate the alleys teeming with the smell of food and the sounds of
music, the protagonist reflects on a past encounter with a nameless child
who was adopted into wealth after suffering immensely. This memory
enriches the character's sense of guilt and unresolved connection to those
they’ ve helped. Their path leads them through the Villas Rosa, a dilapidated
slum, igniting memories of violence and trauma that nearly overwhelm the

protagonist.

The tension builds as they reach the home of Pas, afigure of influence
among the Muenos. His unwelcome worship leads to discomfort, revealing
the complex dynamics of power and dependency. The protagonist fights off
acreeping sense of paranoia about trust and the looming threat of

shape-shifters and dark magic, underscoring the absurdity and danger of
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their situation. The chapter’ s escalating anxiety culminatesin adistressing

vision tied to their past attempts to escape darkness.

Finding Pas |eads to seeking assistance for protection against the rising
darkness rooted in the shape-changer legend. Pas, firmly in control of his
community, seems more attuned to his own agenda than the protagonist’s
plight, foreshadowing further complications in their relationship. Tensions
spike when Minna, Pas s wife, becomes a pawn in their negotiation,
highlighting the gender dynamics and the cycle of violence inherent in their

world.

As the chapter progresses, the protagonist and Roo discover horrific sites of
animal and human sacrifice, linking to their overarching quest for missing
shamans. In aparticularly brutal segment, the protagonist becomes
unhinged, nearly harming Pas in amoment of fear and instability,
Illustrating the struggle against their inner demons exacerbated by external
threats. They fleein an instinctual reaction, mirroring their past patterns of

dealing with trauma by running.

By the end, the protagonist’ s paranoia degpens as they confront a new
enemy, Leesa Tulu, a shaman associated with dark magic and violence. With
daunting revelations about sacrificed shamans and veiled threats from Tulu,
the protagonist stands at a critical juncture, driven by the urgency to defeat

this impending evil and to reclaim agency over their own story. The
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chapter’ s vivid imagery and emotional depth create a haunting tapestry of
survival, trust, and the weight of the past, building anticipation for the

forthcoming confrontations and the battle against encroaching darkness.
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Chapter 8 Summary:

In Chapter Eight of "Code Noir," the protagonist Parrish navigates a
treacherous landscape both physically and metaphorically as she seeks a
way across atoxic canal that separates her from awealthier part of the
villatropolis. The setting is bleak, with descriptions of the polluted water and
derelict structures conveying a sense of decay and abandonment. Parrish's
observations of oversized barnacles and dangerously colored fluids reinforce
the unhealthy environment, intensifying her dread as she realizes that

swimming across the canal would be suicide.

Feeling increasingly desperate, she comes across Loser, ahybrid creature
that seems to represent both companionship and burden. Despite her instinct
to protect him, she ultimately decides to construct a makeshift raft from
palm pods to navigate the canal alone. The story highlights themes of
isolation and survival as she grapples with her hunger and exhaustion. When
she finally manages to cross, sheisimmediately struck by the stark
difference in the atmosphere and inhabitants of the new area—a place

devoid of familial warmth, filled instead with deranged characters.

Her encounter with the dark and unsettling locals reveal s the twisted state of
society affected by pollution and decay, areflection on humanity’ s dark
sides residing beneath the surface. As she wanders through this strange

terrain, she feels an intense sense of paranoia and the overwhelming
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presence of danger, signifying her fear and anxiety in navigating this chaotic

world.

Just as Parrish is coming to grips with her surroundings, she unexpectedly
runsinto Loyl, arival yet familiar face. Their interaction is charged with
tension, balancing feelings of mutual attraction and underlying mistrust,
revealing their complex relationship shaped by competition and desire.

L oyl's comments about the wild-tek introduce a new element of
technological horror, suggesting that unnatural forces intertwine with the

aready dismal environment.

Asthe narrative progresses, loyalties are tested when Loyl expresses a desire
to harness the power of the Eskaalim, a potential source of strength. Parrish
rebels against the idea, standing firm in her belief that manipulating such
forces for power could lead to more destruction. Their discussions
underscore a broader theme of conflicting ideol ogies about power and
survival, as Parrish wrestles with her longing to protect herself and those she

cares about.

The chapter ends with Parrish confronting unsettling truths about the
transformations within the society she inhabits, foreshadowing the dangers
ahead as she learns that her friend, Mel, may bein peril a the hands of a
figure known only as Ike—dubbed “God” by the local populace. This
revel ation encapsulates the dangers that haunt Parrish’s quest, setting the
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stage for further conflict and exploration of her motivations as she fights for

surviva in aworld where nothing iswhat it seems.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Courage to confront the unknown

Critical Interpretation: In Chapter Eight of ‘Code Noir,' Parrish
demonstrates remarkable courage by confronting the toxic canal that
separates her from a better life, symbolizing the challenges we often
face in our own journeys. Her decision to build araft to navigate the
dangerous waters reflects the bravery it takes to step into the
unknown, even when the risks are overwhelming. This moment serves
as a powerful reminder that embracing the uncertainties of life, much
like Parrish does, can lead to transformative experiences and growth.
By facing our fears head-on, we can uncover new opportunities and

carve pathsto brighter futures.
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Chapter 9:

In Chapter Nine of "Code Noir," the protagonist finds themselvesin the
unsettling Mo-Vay, aplace filled with sickly locals and an oppressive
atmosphere. The chapter begins with an interaction with a character named
God, who introduces the sebar virus, indicating agrim reality where
community members are often afflicted with visible ailments like sores and
infections. God' s frank admission about survival and receiving free food

becomes a stark reflection of the desperation pervading the area.

Asthe protagonist navigates Mo-Vay, they realize the locals are deeply
entrenched in their own bizarre routines, largely revolving around their
obsession with health and science, as many carry devicesto analyze their
surroundings. Encounters with twins and ayoung girl provide comedic
relief, yet they also reveal acommunity steeped in survival tactics and
esoteric knowledge that overwhelms the protagonist. They grapple with the

unsettling atmosphere where it seems everyone is watching, and paranoia
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Chapter 10 Summary:

Chapter 10 of "Code Noir" by Marianne De Pierres plunges the reader into a
disorienting night as the protagonist grapples with a profound sense of loss
and vulnerability. Awakening in an unfamiliar, shadowy landscape, the
character feels a deep absence, haunted by emptiness in what should be a
buoyant atmosphere. The description of the electrical veiling— a
camouflage technol ogy—heightens this confusion as they peer out into a

starry sky that mirrors their internal chaos.

Asthey navigate through the surroundings, a sense of celebration drifts from
anearby bar, hinting at arevelry that feels completely out of reach,
intensifying their feelings of isolation. Battling arising panic, the
protagonist retreats, seeking solace in alcohol, which only servesto erode

their remaining self-control.

In atwist of fate, they encounter a shamanistic figure, who delivers
unsettling news about the loss of their spiritual guides—symbolized by the
missing python and aferal creature named Loser. This encounter propels the
protagonist into a spiral of doubt and despair, as they question their beliefs
and the possibility of redemption.

Struggling in an oppressive urban world, they encounter a group of destitute

children who are as dangerous as they are vulnerable. Here, afierce
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confrontation erupts when the protagonist, invoking aflicker of strength,
protects asmall girl from bullies—a moment that awakens along-buried

determination.

Glida-Jam, aferal child, becomes an unexpected ally. Through their shared
struggles and fleeting connection, Glida-Jam offers refuge in a hidden attic.
Asthey bond over bread and water, hope begins to rekindle within the
protagonist, yet they remain aware of the fragility of their situation.
Glida-Jam's references to a place called "Home" and the notion of rebirth
capture their imagination, yet the protagonist's battle against despair stirs

within them.

This chapter intricately weaves themes of vulnerability, survival, and the
search for belonging amidst chaos. It portrays a deep psychological struggle
with identity and community, while hinting at the mystical and
transformative powers of connection, even in the harshest realities of
existence. The protagonist’sjourney reflects both a literal and metaphorical
descent into the darker worlds of society, pushing them to not only confront
the Eskaalim—the parasitic influence pulling at their will—but also to seek
out their own path toward healing and agency. The narrative deftly combines
the mystical with gritty realism, creating a poignant exploration of resilience

amidst despair.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The transformative power of connection and community in
times of despair

Critical Interpretation: Imagine standing on the edge of a shadowy
landscape, feelings of isolation clawing at your heart. As you navigate
through this disorienting night, you realize that even in your darkest
moments, like the protagonist in Chapter 10, the spark of connection
can ignite hope. The fierce yet tender bond formed with Glida-Jam,
reminiscent of finding unexpected alliesin your own life, teaches you
that embracing vulnerability with others can lead to profound
transformation. It inspires you to reach out in your times of need,
fostering relationships that can help you reclaim strength, redefine
your sense of belonging, and illuminate your path when it feels most

obscured.
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Chapter 11 Summary:

In Chapter Eleven of "Code Noir" by Marianne De Pierres, the narrative
unfoldsin afascinating yet grim setting where the protagonist is navigating
the complexities of a dystopian world filled with unexpected characters and
dire circumstances. The chapter begins with Glida, awild and feral woman,
attempting to explain the layout of their surroundings known as Home. She's
unable to articulate much, instead hinting at areality filled with unseen
dangers, aluding to "monsters’ across the water, which are just animalsin
the protagonist’s eyes. The tension rises when a group of children appears,
grotesquely transformed and resembling primitive creatures, highlighting the

disturbing genetic experiments occurring in this environment.

Roo, afamiliar face, arrives with a canrat named Loser, revealing he's been
following the protagonist since their last encounter. His presence provides a
mix of comic relief and tension, as he's begrudgingly loyal yet under the
thumb of a character named Teece. There's an underlying sense of
camaraderie as Roo communicates the danger Teece poses if the protagonist
doesn’'t return. The protagonist’s resolve is influenced by the plight of the
ma’ soops—the children—and their bizarre existence, hinting at deeper
themes of control, exploitation, and the ethics of genetic experimentation,

especially represented through Loyl Daac’ s previous actions.

As night falls, the protagonist’s mission takes a darker turn. A confrontation
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at Splitty’ s bar escalates into violent chaos as they demand to know who
killed a python, symbolizing the brutal nature of survival in thisworld. The
protagonist’ s frustrations erupt, leading to bloodshed that attracts the
attention of the Twitchers—an aggressive youth faction augmented by
experimentation. This moment captures a significant theme: the cycle of
violence and the consequences of unchecked ambition in a society where

human lives are treated as expendable resources.

The climax involves a frantic chase that showcases the protagonist's quick
thinking and knowledge of Glida's escape routes through the treacherous
rooftop and alley network. This sequence not only demonstrates their
survival instincts but also the cunning required to navigate through a
landscape filled with danger. The protagonist makes their way to possibly
the most unsettling place yet—an underground lab brimming with grotesque

experiments, revealing |ke's true nature and ambitions.

Upon discovering Loyl Daac in a state of vulnerability and imminent danger,
the protagonist begins to reconcile personal feelings amidst the chaos. Here,
the narrative leans into emotional intensity, exploring loyalty, hidden
desires, and the strain of survival. Loyl’ s transformation and Anna Schaum'’s
morally ambiguous role in the horrific experiments pose ethical dilemmas

that challenge the protagonist’ s understanding of right and wrong.

As the encounters with the Twitchers intensify, the protagonist grapples with
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the implications of scientific experimentation on humanity, reflecting on the
costs of survival in atransformed world driven by exploitation and control.
The stakes rise when the chapter concludes with the ominous presence of the
‘Terro', an embodiment of the violent repercussions awaiting the characters,

leaving readers on edge.

Overall, this chapter weaves intricate character dynamics, emotional depth,
and a profound critique of humanity's darkest impulsesin aworld dictated

by genetic manipulation and moral ambiguity, making it both a captivating
and chilling read.

Aspect

Setting

Protagonist

Key Character:

Glida

Key Character:

Roo

Theme of
Experiments

Conflict at
Splitty's Bar

Violence and

More Free Book

Details

Dystopian world known as Home filled with dangers and genetic
experiments.

Engaged in navigating a grim reality while dealing with various
complex characters.

A wild woman hinting at unseen monsters and dangers, unable to
articulate her surroundings.

Familiar ally, offers comic relief but is under Teece's control, warns
of dangers ahead.

Children (ma’soops) appear mutated, highlighting ethical issues
around genetic manipulation.

Confrontation leads to violence over a killed python, reflecting
survival brutality.

Encounter with the Twitchers, a youth faction enhanced through
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Aspect
Youth Faction

Protagonist's
Skills

Underground
Lab Discovery

Emotional Depth

Cliffhanger

Overall Critique

More Free Book

Details

experiments.

Chase scene through rooftops demonstrates survival instincts and
cleverness.

Reveals unsettling experiments and Loyl Daac's vulnerable state;
explores loyalty and ethics.

Protagonist reconciles feelings amidst chaos, facing moral
dilemmas.

Chapter ends with the threatening presence of the 'Terro', hinting at
future violence.

The chapter critiques humanity’s darker impulses within a world of
genetic manipulation and moral ambiguity.
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Chapter 12

In Chapter Twelve of "Code Noir," the tension escalates as the protagonist,
Parrish, finds herself grappling with the chaotic aftermath of atraumatic
conflict. After a close encounter with a sinister mechanical entity called a
‘Terro,' she experiences arush of adrenaline and instinctively fights back,
only to be captured and restrained. While trapped, she faces Leesa Tulu, who
reveals her desire to exploit Parrish as a host for an angry spirit, Marinette,

which raises the stakes considerably.

As Parrish undergoes a surreal and disorienting experience, she glimpses a
campfire scene filled with spectral shamans, including her friend Mel, whose
light burns defiantly. This dreamlike journey draws her deeper into a
connection with spiritual forces, reflecting the inherent struggles of identity
and power. The presence of these spirits activates her anger and strength,
ultimately leading her to a pivotal moment where she learns to tap into her

own energy.
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Chapter 13 Summary:

In Chapter Thirteen of "Code Noir" by Marianne De Pierres, the tension
peaks as the protagonist, Parrish, confronts Daac in a heated exchange
outside aroom filled with bizarre characters and shamanic figures. Parrishis
frustrated and demands answers about the mysterious activities of the Cabal
and their connection to recent events, including a kidnapping and alooming
invasion. Daac reveals that the Cabal used Parrish as adistraction for their

own plans, igniting Parrish’ s distrust.

The conversation unpacks layers of loyalty and kinship as Daac reflects on
the tangled bonds within the Cabal, likening them to afamily with
complicated ties. Parrish grapples with his conflicting feelings towards the
Cabal, having originally made a deal with them that involved delivering the
powerful karadji. Asthe impending threat of King Tide draws near,
decision-making becomes urgent. Daac offers a Cabal dagger to sway
Parrish's choice, symbolizing the weight of their shared history and the
stakes at play.

Despite Parrish's instinct to distance himself from the Cabal, he feels atug
towards Daac’ s plea to protect their people, making him question his
loyalties. The chapter delves into themes of identity, trust, and the
complexity of belonging, challenging Parrish to weigh his past decisions

against his moral compass. This moment of reckoning leaves him torn
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between fulfilling his obligation to the Cabal and the potential for a new
aliance with Daac, further complicating his path forward. The chapter wraps
with a palpable sense of uncertainty as Parrish realizes the depth of their
interconnected struggles, suggesting that their fates may be more entwined
than heinitially believed.
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Chapter 14 Summary:

In Chapter 14 of "Code Noir," the tension and chaos continue to build as
Parrish and her companions navigate the dangers of their environment. The
chapter opens with Parrish ferrying shamans across a toxic landscape,
making poignant interactions with her comrades Mei and Daac. While the
smoke from afire ignited by Daac makes her eyes water, the flames provide
aflickering light that contrasts the creeping danger of the crawling

vegetation known as crawl.

Parrish's journey involves a series of challenging decisions as she grapples
with the significance of a sacred dagger, the meaning of goma—or blood
debt—and the implications of trust and betrayal among her group. As she
works to free shamans trapped beneath the resilient crawl, the narrative
reveals insights into character dynamics: Mei's jealousy towards Parrish and
the flirtation between Parrish and Daac builds a complex emotional

|landscape.

The fire escalates the urgency as the crawl startsto seal off exits. Schaum
joins the fray, contributing her own hidden grievances about ke, the man
who seems to have mistreated her. Despite Daac's insistence of being the
best choice for getting through the wall, Parrish refuses to let him go aone,

needing to maintain control over the increasingly chaotic situation.
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Rapidly, they discover the crawl’ s growth is accelerating in response to the
fire's heat. The characters struggle with their physical limitations and
emotional baggage, especially as Parrish’ s connection to bloodlust
intensifies—an element of her identity tied to the mysterious Eskaalim. This
inner conflict culminates in a moment of violence when she nearly attacks

Daac, prompting him to punch her to regain control of the situation.

Asthey break through a barricade of crawl, the dynamic shifts dramatically.
Relationships ripple under stress, revealing loyalty, attraction, and rivalry,
particularly between Parrish and Mei. Daiac’ s |eadership and concerns for
the group’ s safety clash with Parrish’ s resolve to stay true to her promises,
emphasizing the theme of personal responsibility versus the collective need

for survival.

Despite their physical exhaustion and injuries, including Parrish's bloodied
hand after a fierce struggle with the crawl, the chapter sets the stage for
future confrontations and the evolution of alliances. It deftly interweaves
moments of humor, irrationality, and unforeseen revelations, maintaining
brisk pacing and a palpable tension as the characters navigate their
treacherous readlity, ultimately leading to a divergence in goals and paths as
they confront the mysterious forces at play.
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Chapter 15:

In Chapter 15 of "Code Noir," we find Parrish grappling with exhaustion and
desperation as he attempts to reach Glida' s attic amidst the chaos unfolding
in Mo-Vay. The chapter opens with Parrish hiding in the dark, his mind
racing with the conflicting factions at play—the Cabal and Tulu's rider
Marinette. He feels the weight of responsibility for Glida and the ma’ soops,
who need his protection. His journey is fraught with pain, as hisinjuries
slow him down and he battles the creeping sensation of mental possession
by the Eskaalim.

When hefinally collapses, heis rescued by Glida and Roo, who bring him
back to safety. Feeling rejuvenated after a much-needed rest, Parrish
emergesto adire scene: Twitchers rampaging through the streets while
others are fleeing in fear. He realizes the urgency of the situation as the
Cabal preparesto reclaim their territory. As he gathers the shamans and the

ma’ soops, he senses a bond devel oping among them, strengthening his
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Chapter 16 Summary:

In Chapter 16 of "Code Noir" by Marianne De Pierres, the tension escalates
as the protagonist navigates both a physical and emotional landscape
fraught with danger. The chapter opens with avivid portrayal of the
protagonist's interaction with Wombebe, a child-like creature with a strange
appearance. Wombebe's innocence serves as a contrast to the protagonist's
growing discomfort, as they grapple with the lashings of aworld corrupted
by Wild-tek, aform of biotechnology gone awry.

The mood shifts when the protagonist seeks Roo, who is struggling with
feelings of inadequacy after a confrontation with a monstrous foe. Roo’s
self-doubt is palpable; he feels he' s let everyone down, but the protagonist
reassures him of hisvital contribution to their survival. The relationship
between the two is tender yet complicated, reflecting a deeper bond forged

in adversity.

Asthey converse, the protagonist explains the sickly transformation of their
environment—the toxic repercussions of industrialization mixed with a
mystical phenomenon known as the King Tide. Roo’ s innocent questions
about reproduction highlight atheme of innocence lost in aworld rapidly
evolving into something grotesque. The protagonist is hesitant to reveal the
full truth about their enemy, Ike, who seems to embody the very essence of

betrayal and chaos, but Roo’ s perceptive nature brings to the forefront the
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necessity of prioritizing their personal mission over a broader conflict.

Progressing through the eerie landscape, the two encounter bizarre growths
encroaching on their path, embodying the greater threat posed by Ike and his
creations, the ma soops and Twitchers. The protagonist, who is exhausted
and burdened, faces a personal reckoning about their priorities—underlying
thoughts of confronting the greater evil that has taken atoll on their world

swirl intheir mind.

As dawn approaches, they encounter chaos by the canal, teeming with
individuals fleeing from the horrific changes around them. A visceral sense
of dread and urgency permeates as the protagonist experiences vivid visions
of the battle playing out near the water. Suddenly, the violent clash between
various factions—the Cabal and Tulu’' s forces—becomes apparent. Amid the
chaos, the protagonist catches sight of Kadais, a fierce combatant engaged in
stealthy warfare against the Twitchers, illustrating the continuous fight for

survival and power.

In amoment of surreal connectivity, the protagonist finds themselves
mentally linked with Mel, a shaman from the Cabal. Their
bond—unexpected and unwanted—forces a confrontation of loyalty and
purpose. Mel’ s frustration at being intertwined with the protagonist's
thoughts hints at the complexities of their intertwined fates, layered with
themes of betrayal, loyalty, and survival.
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As the chapter concludes, the protagonist teeters on the brink of both
physical danger and existential dread. The dramatic imagery and emotional
depth create a vivid tableau of conflict, emphasizing the tightening grip of
chaos around them, leaving readers eager to discover what fate awaits them

in this treacherous world.
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Chapter 17 Summary:

In Chapter Seventeen of "Code Noir," the protagonist finds himself rescued
from a potential disaster by a group consisting of Stix, Chandra Sujin, Ness,
Arlli, Talk Long, and Tug. Though he is disembodied and feeling
light-headed, he quickly senses their support and resolve. Roo, worried
about their time constraints, urges him to make haste, but Parrish reassures
him he can catch up later. As he interacts with the weary shamans, they offer
insights into the troubling events involving the Cabal and their dark spirit
operations. Billy Myora reveals that psychic connections between them are
at play, hinting at Parrish’ s significant psychic energy that can potentially

trap a dangerous parasite.

Tensions run high as the shamans, afflicted by a brutal sickness affecting
their community, contemplate the need to ally with the Cabal in order to
preserve their people. Parrish finds himself caught in their moral
conflict—he sees the Cabal as colonialists with greedy motives but
acknowledges the dire risk posed by the wild-tek infection. Ultimately, he
decides to stay and fight while sending the others home, marking a crucial

turning point in hisleadership and responsibilities.

Asthey prepare for the battle, Parrish tries to establish a psychic link with
Mel and the Cabal, guided by Ness and Chandra Sujin. Despite his fears of

the consequences—jparticularly concern for his safety and the possible
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demise of others—he divesinto the psychic experience. A wave of
memories and emotions overwhelms him, showcasing the tension between
the past and the immediate threats surrounding them. His resolve strengthens
as he strikes a deal for the safe passage of histeam, but the overwhelming

energy threatens to consume him.

When he finally breaks the trance, he finds himself in a chaotic scene, with
Roo attempting to fend off enemies while Tug has vanished. Although the
situation is dire, he discovers the shamans are alive. He quickly gathers his
composure, rallying Roo and Glidato board the raft for escape. Amidst the
rising water and panic, he struggles with the guilt of having prioritized some

lives over others.

The chapter escalates as the maelstrom of chaos intensifies, highlighting
themes of sacrifice, identity, and the weight of leadership. While Parrish
grapples with the moral implications of his decisions, he is aso confronted
with the haunting reality of loss when he sees someone he knows tossed into
the water. This moment encapsul ates the desperate stakes they face and sets
the stage for the impending confrontations, blending personal turmoil with
the broader fight against an oppressive force. The chapter ends with an
urgent sense of foreboding as Parrish races toward the impending conflict,

mentally and emotionally charged for what isto come.
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Chapter 18:

In Chapter Eighteen of "Code Noir," the protagonist is thrown into a chaotic
confrontation fueled by grief and athirst for vengeance after Roo's death.
The chapter opens with the character overwhelmed by a mix of hope and
anger, believing Roo has returned to help. In a surge of desperation, she
fights against Twitchers—menacing enforcers—using newfound power
borne of the Eskaalim, a supernatural entity she has connected with. Despite
suffering severe injuries, she is determined to avenge Roo by confronting

Tulu, the antagonist tangled in dark magic and the manipulation of lives.

As she makes her way toward Tulu's location, the protagonist witnesses the
conseguences of the violence around her, including dead bodies, which serve
asagrim reminder of her own mortality. Gritting her teeth against pain, she
pushes herself forward, fueled by the singular goal of stopping Tulu.
Arriving at avilla, she overhears Tulu chanting and channeling the power of

the loa Marinette, preparing for an ominous ritual.
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Chapter 19 Summary:

In Chapter Nineteen of "Code Noir," the tension and emotional struggle
reach aclimax. We find Parrish regaining consciousness in a hazy mix of
confusion and relief. The chapter opens with Daac, holding a Cabal knife to
Tulu'sthroat, a scene that stirs a cascade of emotions in Parrish. Despite his
gratitude for Daac’ s presence, he faces a profound transformation as the
Eskaalim's influence begins to consume him. Parrish grapples with dark
thoughts as he fights against an inner change, contemplating whether he

wantsto live and if he can still be human.

Amid the turmoil, he is comforted by Tug, a shaman whose presence seems
ethereal, urging him to embrace his power for healing. The imagery of blood
waves and shadowy dunes symbolizes Parrish's struggle between life and
oblivion, but ultimately, he chooses to confront his pain and step into the

unknown, which leads to a profound transformation within him.

When he revives, heis no longer the same. Daac is at his side, and Parrish
learns that Tulu has escaped but not without leaving her mark on Daac, both
physically, with claws on his arm, and emotionally. Their exchange reveals
layers of Parrish's vulnerability as he discovers that during his
metamorphosis, he has taken on a physical change, covered in scales—a

clear representation of hisinner conflict and the shift in hisidentity.
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The dynamics between Parrish and Daac evolve as Daac comforts him,
expressing hisrelief that Parrish is alive, despite the horror of what he has
become. There' s an intense moment of intimacy when Daac’ s touch brings
Parrish amix of comfort and unsettling feelings of trust and doubt. Asthey
discuss the future, Parrish realizes that he must return home to confront his
past and settle unfinished business, but there' s a willingness to accept
Daac’ s offer for support in navigating his new reality, even though it may

not be how he envisioned their relationship.

Ultimately, the chapter closes with Parrish taking control by demanding the
dagger back from Daac. This action symbolizes his acceptance of the harsh
realities of their world while marking a step away from dependency on
others. He wipes Tulu’ s blood off the dagger, indicating his resolve to move
forward, albeit with a heavy heart and uncertainties about what lies ahead.
The themes of transformation, identity, trust, and the struggle between light
and darkness weave through this chapter, highlighting Parrish’ s internal
battle as he navigates his shifting reality.
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Chapter 20 Summary:

In Chapter Twenty of "Code Noir" by Marianne De Pierres, the aftermath of
Ike's death is starkly evident, with Twitcher bodies scattered like debris
around the villa. The chaos heightens as | navigate through this desolate
landscape, wielding a Cabal knife for protection from the lurking threats.
The Cabal's attempts to reclaim their land seem insufficient with only a
handful of warriors by afire. My connection to them feels tenuous, and |

choose to drop the knife, signaling my intent to sever ties.

| encounter Glida-Jam, who isvisibly distraught, cradling the small
Wombebe. Her sorrow amplifies my own feelings of guilt and despair over
my failures. | grapple with the realization that Roo, due to my misguided
decisions, has likely left us, seeking out the doctor Del Morte again. This
sense of impending loss weighs heavily on my heart as| confront the grim

reality of our situation.

Billy Myora, now dressed in tribal markings, acknowledges my contribution
to their cause, offering me food and water but also a reminder of the cost of
our survival. Feeling detached, | rebuff his gesture, recognizing my
disillusionment with the Cabal and their expectations. As| share what little
supplies | have with Glida and Wombebe, | reflect on the sickness that has
permeated Mo-Vay, and my own personal woes that mirror this

contamination.
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The next day, | embark on ajourney back to Torley’s, accompanied by Glida
and Wombebe, while a Cabal warrior shadows us. Thetrek is fraught with
tension as we witness the plight of Mo-Vay refugees being met with hostility
in Tower Town. My exhaustion drives me into a confrontation, where |
confront vendors about their unfair treatment of the vulnerable. In an
impassioned moment, | assert the refugees’ humanity and plea for
compassion—a moment steeped in my own weariness yet a desperate call

for change.

Once at Vayu'sold place, | seek solace but instead face the harsh realities of
our situation. | worry about how to protect the ma’ soops until | can provide a
stable environment for them. My interactions with Ness evoke a sense of
urgency and despair regarding our precarious futures. An indelible sense of

guilt looms over me, especially concerning Roo, who | may never see again.

When | finally reunite with Teece, the relief is overpowering, but an
undercurrent of pain remains unaddressed. I'm haunted by the decisions that
led to Roo’ s fate and my own physical and emotional scars. Despite Teece's
encouragement and attempts at kindness, | struggle to embrace the comfort

he offers, overwhelmed by my own self-loathing and fears.

Just as | gather the strength to reveal my truths, a surprising visitor, Tingle

Honeybee, enters the room. Her transformation and her close bond with
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Teece strike ablow to my aready fragile state, igniting feelings of
heartbreak and jealousy. In a desperate attempt to shut down my emotional
turmoil, | lash out, demanding them both to leave, yearning only for the
numbing escape of unconsciousness. It's a complex emotional tapestry of

yearning, guilt, and confusion that leaves me spiraling deeper into my
internal battle.
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Chapter 21.

In Chapter 21 of "Code Noir," we find our protagonist waking up after an
extensive sleep filled with disorientation and inner turmoil. Theinitial
moments reveal that she's grappling with her recent transformation and the
inhuman qualities that have begun to manifest. As she navigates her way
through her cramped living space, she finds herself in the middle of atense
argument between her companions Teece and Ibis. Their conflict revolves
around serious issues, as Teece expresses frustration over how to finance

their group’ s needs.

Parrish is acutely aware of her changed state of mind and body; she feelsa
growing detachment and a fear that her new nature could endanger those
closeto her. A familiar sense of heartache washes over her as she reflects on
her life decisions and relationships, especially with Teece and the recently
deceased Roo, which creates a painful stir of emotions within her. Despite

the turmoail, Parrish rallies herself, insisting they prioritize important matters
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