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About the book

"Code Talker: A Native American's Memoir of WWII" by Chester Nez is a

gripping first-hand account that reveals the remarkable story of the Navajo

code talkers—the unsung heroes who used their language as a secret weapon

during the Second World War. Through Nez’s eyes, we delve into his

transformation from a young boy raised in the Navajo traditions to a soldier

in the brutal Pacific theater, where the intricate complexity of his native

tongue baffled enemy forces and safeguarded crucial military

communications. This powerful narrative not only highlights the valor and

ingenuity of these Native American warriors but also explores themes of

identity, resilience, and cultural pride amidst the backdrop of a global

conflict. As Nez recounts his experiences of camaraderie, hardship, and a

quest for recognition, readers are invited to reflect on the profound impact of

heritage and the sacrifices made for freedom, making this a compelling read

for history enthusiasts and advocates of indigenous rights alike.
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About the author

Chester Nez was a prominent Native American figure known for his

remarkable contributions as a code talker during World War II. Born in 1921

on the Navajo reservation in New Mexico, Nez was one of the first to use the

Navajo language as a secret code to facilitate military communications in the

Pacific Theatre, a strategy that proved crucial to Allied victory. His

experiences and the cultural significance of the Navajo language are

poignantly captured in his memoir, "Code Talker," co-authored with Judith

Schiess Avila, which offers not only a personal narrative of bravery and

resilience but also an insight into the challenges faced by Native Americans

during and after the war. Chester Nez's legacy continues to inspire as a

testament to the power of language and the often-overlooked contributions

of indigenous peoples to American history.
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Chapter 1 Summary: 

In this poignant reflection from Chester Nez, the first Navajo Code Talker,

 he shares the profound experience surrounding the publication of his

memoir, “Code Talker: The First and Only Memoir by One of the Original

Navajo Code Talkers of WWII,” which was released on September 6, 2011.

Sitting in the comfort of his son Mike's home, Nez presents a vivid picture

of his surroundings, painting the Sandia Mountains in Albuquerque as a

backdrop to his thoughts—each view evoking nearly a century's worth of

memories that feel as immediate as the present.

The story begins with Nez’s connection with Judith Avila, who initially

reached out to him in early 2007. Their collaboration blossomed over time,

leading to the completion of his memoir, which he describes as filled with

memories that come to life like old friends. On the day of his book signing,

Nez faced a mix of anticipation and anxiety about attendance, knowing his

family would support him regardless. However, uncertainty transformed into

astonishment as he arrived amid a crowd that exceeded five hundred

enthusiastic attendees, showcasing an unexpected level of interest in his life

and contributions during World War II.

Once at the signing, Nez was overwhelmed by the scale of the event, noting

how he and Avila fell into a rhythm of signing books and interacting with

fans. The enthusiastic crowd demonstrated a clear appreciation for his story
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and the legacy of the Navajo people. It became an unforgettable day, filled

with laughter, excitement, and the joyous exchange of stories, as relatives of

fans and children posed with him for photographs. The experience kindled a

hope for Nez, emphasizing the importance of sharing his history and the role

his people played in American military success.

In addition to the success of his memoir, Nez reflects on the subsequent

projects that emerged from the book—new insights and stories that had been

omitted, which he and Judy planned to share through a new e-book. This

new work aims to provide both fuller narratives for those familiar with his

story and a foundational background for readers who are just discovering the

rich tapestry of Navajo and military life. Nez concludes with an eagerness to

share those expansions and continue his journey of public engagement,

finding fulfillment in connecting with audiences eager to understand the

significant contributions of the Navajo Code Talkers.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embrace the Power of Storytelling

Critical Interpretation: Chester Nez’s journey exemplifies the

transformative power of storytelling. As you find yourself immersed

in his experiences, you’re reminded that every personal story holds the

potential to inspire, educate, and connect people across generations.

Like Nez, you can use your own voice—your unique narrative—to

bridge gaps between cultures and foster understanding. Whether

sharing your own history or listening to others, recognize that each

story is a thread in the larger fabric of humanity. Embrace the courage

to share, just as Nez did, knowing it can inspire hope and encourage

dialogue in a world that needs it more than ever.
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Chapter 2 Summary: 

In this chapter, the author reflects on his life, particularly focusing on his

 experiences growing up in the Checkerboard Area of the Navajo

reservation, cultural traditions, and the sense of community that

characterized his childhood. 

1. The chapter opens with the author, Chester Nez, using a headset to listen

to a television program while reminiscing about his past. He recalls the time

spent as a Navajo code talker during World War II, a pivotal role where he

and his peers created an unbreakable code using both English and Navajo

languages. After the war, he lived in Albuquerque, which offered more

activities compared to his childhood home.

2. The narrative shifts back to his childhood, describing a visit from

relatives. Visits to their home were infrequent and led to exciting disruptions

in their daily life. When his Auntie and other relatives arrived, formal

greetings took place, and discussions centered around local matters like

livestock care. The author's father and grandmother contributed significantly

to these conversations, drawing from their experiences and knowledge to

provide remedies for a sick lamb.

3. Chester and his cousins enjoyed carefree activities, like using slingshots

and making slings to hunt birds, illustrating the joy of their childhood. He
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provides detailed comparisons between slingshots and slings, highlighting

the nuances in their use. The narrative delves into his modest hunting

successes, the camaraderie with cousins, and the playful competitive spirit as

they engaged in various games during their time together.

4. Storytelling played an important role in family gatherings. After the

visitors stayed for several days, they would leave, allowing news and stories

to spread among the Navajo people. Chester emphasizes the importance of

community and tradition during these exchanges.

5. The chapter culminates with a vivid recollection of attending the annual

Inter-Tribal Indian Ceremonial in Gallup, marking a coming-of-age moment.

Accompanied by his older brothers, Chester describes the excitement as they

watched colorful parades filled with traditional costumes and lively

celebrations, experiencing the cultural richness of various tribes. The

significant detail of the rainy weather and the subsequent mud reflects the

vibrant yet challenging aspects of life.

6. The ceremonial atmosphere is portrayed as magical, filled with dances,

food, and performances that commemorate the Indian way of life. Chester

fondly recalls how the celebration has evolved over time, transitioning from

a two-day event to four days, while highlighting its continuity since its

inception in 1921.
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Through these narratives, the chapter captures the essence of his upbringing,

illustrating the bonds of family, the richness of Navajo culture, and the value

of shared experiences in shaping identity.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Importance of Community and Cultural Traditions

Critical Interpretation: In reflecting on Chester Nez's life, you realize

how essential community and cultural connections are in shaping not

just individual identity but also the essence of collective strength.

Picture yourself amidst the joyful chaos of family gatherings, each

story shared a thread weaving together the fabric of your ancestry,

instilling a profound sense of belonging. Just like Chester, you might

find inspiration in the way those around you contribute their wisdom

and experiences, motivating you to embrace and celebrate your own

heritage. This chapter reminds you that by nurturing your own

community ties and honoring traditions, you cultivate a support

network that lifts you during tough times, celebrates your triumphs,

and ultimately enriches your journey through life.
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Chapter 3: 

In this chapter from "Code Talker," Chester Nez reflects on his childhood

 experiences, emphasizing the profound impact of his mother's early death

and the subsequent adjustments his family faced. Despite his advanced age,

Nez is haunted by the absence of his mother, which has left a palpable void

in his memories. He recalls her as a petite and friendly woman who was

loved by many, but his young age at her passing prevents him from

possessing vivid memories. The cultural practice surrounding death in his

community, particularly the taboo surrounding discussions of the deceased,

further complicates his understanding of her life and death.

1. Nez recalls the separation from his mother during her illness, where his

father built a lean-to to protect the family from her sickness, underscoring

the Navajo beliefs surrounding chindi, or lingering spirits. This protective

measure illustrates the respect and caution attributed to death within his

culture.

2. The impact of his mother’s death on his father leaves a lasting impression
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Chapter 4 Summary: 

In this chapter, the author, Chester Nez, shares a deeply personal account of

 life within his family’s sheep and goat herd, illustrating the responsibilities

and emotional connections that come with animal husbandry among the

Navajo people, or Diné. The text captures the delicate balance between

nurturing life and the harsh realities that accompany animal farming.

1. The process of managing the herd begins in the fall when the family

selects sheep for sale, balancing the need for income with the herd's ongoing

growth. Young, tender sheep fetch a better price at trading posts, where

transactions are conducted with a local trader. The sheep are primarily ewes

that give birth to twins, facilitating rapid herd expansion.

2. The Diné prioritize being present during the birthing process to assist

mothers when needed, symbolizing deep care for the animals. The

newborns, immediately bonded with their mothers, are a source of joy and

affection for Nez, who describes kissing their clean noses. However, this

adoration is juxtaposed with the harsh reality of animal husbandry, such as

docking lambs’ tails for hygiene and managing the distinctive personalities

of the various animals.

3. Sacrifices are a significant aspect of life, particularly when hosting guests,

especially respected figures like medicine people. Nez recounts the
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emotional struggle he faces during these sacrifices, portraying a deep

conflict between love for the animals and the necessity of their deaths for

communal traditions and respect. While he is apprehensive about the killing,

he acknowledges the primal pleasure in the taste of the meat, one that offers

comfort amidst the sorrow of loss.

4. The connection between the animals and their environment is profound,

with descriptions of the goats and sheep foraging on barrel cactus and

prickly pears, symbolic of the resilience required in both livestock and

family life. The nurturing aspect is echoed in the daily routines of checking

the animals for health, including trimming hooves and treating wounds with

natural remedies like sagebrush.

5. Life’s challenges, including the death of livestock from injury or disease,

impart a strength that the author later carries into more dire situations, such

as his military service. Yet, amidst these hardships, he finds joy in watching

the young goats and lambs play, capturing the innocence and vigor of youth.

6. Ultimately, Nez emphasizes the connection between humans and animals,

noting that the livestock possess an instinct for sensing danger that he feels

is being lost in humanity. Through vivid imagery and emotional resonance,

he paints a picture of balance, both within the natural world of farming and

within the complexity of life, death, and kinship among the Navajo people. 
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The chapter richly reflects the themes of sacrifice, nurture, and the cycle of

life, emphasizing the lessons learned through both love and loss in the

context of a traditional Native American lifestyle.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of nurturing relationships and accepting

the cycle of life and death.

Critical Interpretation: Imagine walking through your daily life with a

deeper understanding of the natural cycle that weaves its way through

existence. Just like Chester Nez in his intimate connection with the

sheep and goats, consider how every relationship you

cultivate—whether with family, friends, or even pets—carries the

immense weight of nurturing and letting go. Life is filled with

sacrifices and harsh lessons, yet within these moments, you can find

profound joy and resilience. By embracing the fragility and beauty of

these connections, you learn to celebrate joyful times, while also

preparing to face the sadness of partings, knowing that each has its

purpose in the grand tapestry of your journey.
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Chapter 5 Summary: 

In "Code Talker," Chester Nez shares profound insights into the indigenous

 perspective on nature and weather, particularly through his recollections of

thunderstorms and healing practices. This chapter highlights the rich cultural

beliefs and traditions that shape interactions with the natural world.

1. Connection with Thunderstorms  

Nez emphasizes how Native Americans view thunderstorms uniquely

compared to the predominant belief systems taught in white boarding

schools. They see thunder and lightning not as mere natural phenomena, but

as powerful entities with which humans can establish a relationship. In New

Mexico, storms can be awe-inspiring, marked by vivid displays of lightning

that may not always bring rain. Unlike the conventional approach that

advocates a defensive posture, such as installing lightning rods, Nez

describes a more interactive relationship, where individuals appeal to the

lightning during storms, seeking balance and safety.

2. Ritual and Reverence  

As a child, Nez recalls how his father guided him and his siblings into their

grandmother’s hogan—a traditional Navajo dwelling—during an impending

storm. In a comforting ritual, they would sit cross-legged, embodying the
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calmness of medicine men, listening to the thunder, and conversing with the

storm. This practice required respect and awareness of nature's moods,

illustrating a deep-seated respect for the forces at play and a communal

approach to addressing fears associated with lightning.

3. Superstitions and Nature's Omens  

Nez also mentions superstitions surrounding lightning, particularly regarding

trees struck by lightning, which are viewed as bad omens. This belief further

showcases the reverence for nature, where events in the environment are

intricately linked to spiritual and moral meanings. The anticipation of a

storm isn't just about physical preparation; it extends into a visceral

understanding of animals reacting to the shift in atmosphere, demonstrating

the interconnectedness of all living beings.

4. Healing Traditions  

Transitioning from the storms outside to the comfort of home, Nez reflects

on his grandmother’s traditional healing practices. He shares how she used

sage as a remedy for toothaches and various ailments. Through her methods,

we see a blend of nature and nurture—where the bitter but effective sage is a

testament to indigenous knowledge. This holistic approach to health

contrasts sharply with modern medicine, emphasizing natural remedies and

personal care, underlining a legacy of healing passed down through
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generations.

5. Cultural Reflections and Eclipses  

In a more contemporary setting, Nez recalls the solar eclipse he witnessed,

weaving together his experiences from both Native and Western worlds.

While older generations considered eclipses bad omens, Nez, having been

influenced by both cultures, navigates these beliefs with a sense of curiosity,

signifying a broader reflection on tradition versus modern understanding.

His cautious approach—looking at the eclipse only a little—mirrors the

persistent respect for superstitions while also recognizing the wonder of

natural events.

Through these narratives, Chester Nez provides a rich tapestry of how

Native American culture imbues weather patterns, natural phenomena, and

traditional healing practices with profound meaning, representing a holistic

view of the world that honors both the visible and the spiritual.

Theme Description

Connection
with
Thunderstorms

Native Americans view thunderstorms as powerful entities, fostering
an interactive relationship instead of a defensive one.

Ritual and
Reverence

Nez describes a childhood ritual in a hogan during storms, focusing
on calmness and respect for the natural world.
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Theme Description

Superstitions
and Nature's
Omens

Lightning strikes are seen as bad omens, indicating a deep
reverence for nature and its spiritual connections.

Healing
Traditions

Nez reflects on his grandmother's healing practices, emphasizing the
use of natural remedies like sage, contrasting with modern medicine.

Cultural
Reflections and
Eclipses

His reflections on witnessing a solar eclipse illustrate the balance
between traditional superstitions and modern curiosity.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embrace an Interactive Relationship with Nature

Critical Interpretation: Consider how you view storms in your

life—not as mere inconveniences, but as powerful entities that deserve

your respect and attention. By adopting this mindset, you can foster a

deeper appreciation for the environment and find solace in its rhythms.

When facing challenges, think of the Navajo tradition of sitting

calmly, listening, and communicating with the forces around you,

rather than seeking only to shield yourself. This can inspire you to

create a more harmonious relationship with the world, allowing you to

navigate the storms of life with grace and understanding.
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Chapter 6: 

In this poignant chapter, Chester Nez reflects on the harsh realities of life

 during a difficult economic period, marked by loss, grief, and the struggle

for survival. At the outset, a comforting moment with his dog, Chewy,

serves as a brief respite from the distressing memories that follow. This bond

with the dog symbolizes loyalty and trust, prompting reflections on Nez's

childhood experiences with livestock—experiences that turned tragic during

the livestock massacre of the 1930s.

1. The Livestock Massacre: Nez vividly recalls the traumatic events in

which the government ordered the culling of livestock, citing overgrazing as

the reason. Instead of offering assistance through feed, the authorities chose

to kill the animals, leading to a gruesome scene of herded sheep and goats

being burned alive. The haunting memory of their screams and the sight of

their bodies remains etched in his mind. This tragedy not only devastated the

economy of Navajo families who relied on these animals for sustenance and

trade but also left an emotional scar that impacted the community

profoundly.
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Chapter 7 Summary: 

In a candid reflection on his past, Chester Nez revisits his youthful

 experiences with love and companionship, which illustrate the complexities

of relationships rooted in cultural traditions and personal growth. At

ninety-one years old, Nez reminisces about his girlfriend experiences before

marrying Ethel, his beloved wife.

1. Early Connections: Nez's formative years at Fort Defiance in Arizona

 sparked significant friendships. He recounts a deep connection with a girl

from the Black Sheep clan. Though they shared mutual feelings, their clan

relationship forbade any romantic pursuit, forcing them into a friendship that

they both cherished but recognized as limited.

2. A Memorable Bond: Another notable girl, Louise, captured Nez's

 admiration. Unlike the earlier girl, Louise belonged to a different clan,

allowing for a genuine friendship. Their conversations flowed easily,

highlighting her innate understanding of both Navajo and broader cultural

experiences. Despite his fondness for her, circumstances intervened, and the

lure of war soon separated them.

3. New Encounters: Post-war, while seeking employment in Seattle, Nez

 encountered a white girl at a food-canning factory. There was a mutual

attraction, yet cultural expectations weighed heavy on him. He knew his
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family might disapprove of him marrying outside his Navajo heritage,

especially with a white woman. Nonetheless, their interaction opened Nez’s

eyes to interracial relationships, demonstrating the profound connections that

can exist beyond societal norms.

4. Finding Lasting Love: Eventually, Nez moved to Lawrence, Kansas,

 where he would find his true love, Ethel Pearl Catron. This relationship was

notably different, as Ethel was a Navajo like Nez himself. Their shared

heritage fostered a bond grounded in understanding and mutual respect. Nez

fondly recalls how Ethel cared for him and their family, highlighting her

kindness and nurturing spirit.

5. Struggles with Alcohol: Nez candidly addresses his struggle with

 drinking throughout his life, particularly during his military service. He

reflects on the adverse effects alcohol had on his health and relationships,

acknowledging the concerns of his father, who, despite being quiet and

humble, advised him against drinking. Nez recognizes that overcoming this

challenge was crucial to his longevity and well-being.

Through these memories, Nez weaves a narrative rich in detail and emotion,

illustrating how his experiences with friendship, love, and personal

challenges shaped his journey. His reflections serve not only as a personal

history but as a reminder of the complexities of human relationships within

the context of cultural identity and the importance of making choices that
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honor one's values and connections.
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Chapter 8 Summary: 

In this chapter, the author, Chester Nez, reflects on the themes of bravery,

 superstition, and the intersection of cultural beliefs, particularly during his

time in the Marine Corps. The narrative begins with a nostalgic appreciation

for classic cartoons and films that instilled a sense of heroism in him,

contrasting the straightforward morality of those stories with the

complexities of real-life warfare. 

He recounts his early days as a Marine, highlighting the emotional

challenges of leaving his family and the harsh realities of military life. Nez

vividly describes his first battle at Guadalcanal, emphasizing the constant

fear and danger that permeated their existence, illustrated by the relentless

artillery fire and the threat posed by enemy soldiers.

1. Enduring Traditions and Charms: Amidst the chaos of war, the

 Navajo Marines held onto various good-luck charms, with Nez’s own

charm being a black arrowhead. The chapter integrates the significance of

spiritual practices, where the Marines combined Christian rituals with

Navajo customs to seek protection, exemplifying a blend of faith and

superstition.

2. Superstitious Beliefs: The narrative details various superstitions

 observed by the Marines, including the wearing of silver ID bracelets and
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maintaining certain habits, like avoiding changing socks, to attract good

fortune. Nez emphasizes the psychological comfort these practices bring in a

hostile environment where belief in luck and protection becomes paramount.

3. Cultural Legends: Nez introduces the legend of skinwalkers, Navajo

 witches who can shape-shift and curse individuals. He describes the duality

of their existence—appearances during the day and their fearsome

transformation at night—highlighting cultural fears and the moral fabric of

his community. His recounting of a curse and subsequent healing

underscores the interdependence of belief and action within the Navajo

worldview.

4. Personal Experience: The chapter culminates with a personal

 anecdote regarding a curious encounter with a suspected skinwalker,

leaving Nez in a state of doubt about their existence. This moment reflects

the tension between belief and skepticism, a theme resonant within the larger

narrative of courage, identity, and the cultural landscape in which he was

raised and fought.

Overall, Chester Nez blends personal narrative with cultural insights,

creating a rich tapestry that explores the roles of bravery, tradition, and

belief amidst the trials of war. Through his experiences, he offers readers a

glimpse into the profound impact of both cultural heritage and the harsh

realities of combat, illustrating how they coexist in the mind of a soldier.
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Chapter 9: 

Chapter 9 of "Code Talker" by Chester Nez delves into the profound bond

 between the narrator, his family, and his sister Dora. In his later years, he

frequently took his four sons—Stanley, Mike, Ray, and Tyah—to visit Dora

in the Checkerboard Area, where they found joy and adventure despite the

lack of modern conveniences. Through the lens of these visits, the chapter

explores themes of family, tradition, and the connection to nature.

1. The narrator recalls the innocent delight his boys experienced during their

visits, where they cherished the warm hospitality of Dora, affectionately

referred to as “grandma” by the children. They shared in the simple

pleasures of home-cooked fry bread and tortillas, evoking memories of the

narrator's own childhood.

2. Dora, despite her physical challenges, embodied a strong spirit and

dedicated work ethic. The boys developed a fondness for her, and though she

never married, she had a male friend who played an important part in her

life. Their visits often included horseback riding, reinforcing the bond of
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Chapter 10 Summary: 

In the recounting of his experiences during World War II, Chester Nez

 reflects on both the camaraderie and the challenges faced by him and his

fellow Navajo code talkers. He reminisces about the bonds formed with his

Marine buddies, emphasizing the supportive relationships that transcended

their roles as soldiers. Nez acknowledges how these friendships were

essential for their survival and effectiveness in a war environment. His

recognition of the danger faced by riflemen, a role he momentarily trained

for, highlights the perils of the battlefield, contrasting it with the relatively

safer position of a code talker.

Nez reminisces fondly about his time in San Francisco for training, recalling

the thrill of riding cable cars. However, his thoughts quickly turn to his

code-talking partner, Roy Begay, who fought alongside him but

unfortunately succumbed to the mental toll of war shortly after returning

home. This part of his narrative illustrates the lasting impacts of war that

many veterans faced and the struggles that often went unrecognized,

especially the secrecy surrounding the Navajo code until decades later.

He honors fellow code talkers, each of whom left a mark on his life, sharing

their stories and contributions. Their sacrifices and the silence they

maintained about their significant roles during the war demonstrate the

heavy burden they carried. Nez’s encounter with a family member of Roy
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Begay serves as a poignant reminder of the costs of war, both seen and

unseen. He expresses deep sorrow for the loss of his comrades, reflecting on

the fleeting nature of life and the unfulfilled connections left behind.

Nez maintains a strong sense of unity and brotherhood within the Marine

Corps, noting that his experiences with white Marines were generally devoid

of prejudice. They treated each other as equals, with mutual respect formed

through shared adversities. Nez’s recollection of the endearing nickname

"Chief" for himself and other Navajos reinforces the camaraderie they

shared despite cultural differences.

His narrative concludes with a sense of ambivalence towards the honors and

recognition he has received as a code talker. He reflects on societal

perceptions of heroism and the complex emotions tied to his service during

the war. Chester Nez emphasizes that he did nothing extraordinary but

fulfilled his duty, revealing a humble perspective on valor and sacrifice.

1. Camaraderie: Nez highlights the deep bonds and mutual support

 amongst the Navajo code talkers and their Marine counterparts that were

vital for their survival in the face of intense adversity.

2. Sacrifices of Comrades: Through memories of friends like Roy Begay

 and stories of fellow code talkers, Nez underscores the long-lasting

emotional and psychological scars of war, revealing the hidden struggles
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veterans endure.

3. Prejudice and Unity: Contrary to common expectations, Nez recounts

 that his experiences in the Marine Corps were characterized by brotherhood

and respect rather than racial prejudice, furthering the theme of unity in

adversity.

4. Legacy and Humility: As he reflects on his participation in the war,

 Nez grapples with the honors he received, ultimately attributing his actions

to duty rather than seeking recognition, which gives readers a glimpse into

his character and the broader narrative of bravery in service.
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Chapter 11 Summary: 

In the reflective journey of Chapter 11 from "Code Talker," Chester Nez

 shares a poignant narrative that intertwines personal memories, family

bonds, and the warmth of his cultural heritage. As he steps into a new phase

of life with book signings marking his literary achievements, he feels

fortunate and fulfilled, a far cry from his days as a young man. The Kansas

Book Festival in September 2012 serves as a nostalgic backdrop, reminding

him of his formative years in Lawrence, where he was shaped by influential

figures like his saxophone-playing teacher from Haskell, Freddie Richard.

Nez expresses gratitude for the opportunity to tell his story through "Code

Talker," hoping it resonates beneficially with his family and fellow Navajo.

Nez’s reflections shift to his reliance on family, particularly his youngest

grandson, Mikey, who helps him with daily tasks after his amputation due to

diabetes. He candidly recounts the emotional and physical challenges he

faced after losing both legs, ultimately adapting to life in a wheelchair. His

resilience is evident as he emphasizes the love and support he receives from

his family, who are his greatest blessing.

The chapter also highlights the rich culinary traditions of his Navajo

upbringing, with food serving as a gateway to cherished memories. He

recalls the unique preparation of kneel-down bread, along with simple yet

beloved meals like fried eggs and mutton stew. The presence of pets in his
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home, including his loyal dog Shadow and mischievous cat Kitty Cat, brings

delightful moments and companionship, further enriching his family life.

Nez reflects on the recent employment challenges faced by his son Mike,

who has devoted decades to his job and is now exploring new opportunities.

Despite the struggles, positivity emerges as his grandson Latham returns

from Alabama, bringing newfound wisdom and a deeper connection to his

Navajo roots. Together, they engage in traditional practices, such as

gathering Indian tea, fostering a sense of belonging and continuity within

their heritage.

As Nez reviews his memoir, he marvels at the transformation of his

memories into a tangible book, a testament to his life's experiences and

contributions as a code talker during WWII. He acknowledges the

importance of pride in his culture amidst the challenges faced by the Navajo

community, hoping that his story inspires and uplifts others.

Finally, reflecting on his long life, Nez shares a profound sense of

contentment. While material possessions may not define him, the love of his

family stands at the forefront of his happiness. He concludes his chapter with

a sense of peace, reiterating that life, with its ups and downs, is ultimately

good—a sentiment that resonates deeply within the narrative of resilience

and gratitude that defines his journey.
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