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About the book

In "Dead Men Do Tell Tales," renowned forensic anthropologist William R.

Maples invites readers into the captivating world of forensic science, where

the secrets of the deceased are unraveled through the painstaking study of

human remains. Through gripping case studies and detailed explanations,

Maples reveals how bones can tell poignant stories of identity, trauma, and

time, and how his work has been pivotal in solving crimes and providing

closure for the bereaved. This compelling narrative not only showcases the

profound connection between science and humanity but also challenges us to

ponder the lingering mysteries that every skeleton holds. With a blend of

thrilling anecdotes and profound insights, Maples beckons you to explore

the shadowy intersection of death and detection, igniting a curiosity that will

keep you turning the pages.
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About the author

William R. Maples was a renowned forensic anthropologist whose

groundbreaking work in the field of forensic science paved the way for

significant advancements in the identification of human remains and the

resolution of criminal cases. Serving as the chief forensic anthropologist for

the state of Florida, Maples applied his extensive knowledge of skeletal

biology and archaeological techniques to a career that spanned over three

decades, during which he consulted on high-profile cases and contributed to

academic literature. His expertise garnered international recognition,

particularly for his ability to derive compelling narratives from the bones of

the deceased, leading him to collaborate with law enforcement agencies and

contribute to pivotal criminal investigations. In his notable book "Dead Men

Do Tell Tales," Maples shares profound insights and captivating stories from

his career, reflecting his passion for science and advocacy for victims of

crime.
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Chapter 1 Summary: Every Day Is Halloween

The first chapter of "Dead Men Do Tell Tales" by William R. Maples invites

 readers into the world of forensic anthropology through the author’s vivid

recollections, offering a unique perspective on life, death, and the search for

truth hidden in human remains. Maples shares his experience working at the

C. A. Pound Human Identification Laboratory at the University of Florida,

where he is intimately acquainted with the grim realities of death,

distinguishing his relationship with it from the fear that typically

accompanies such a topic. For him, the processes of death and decay are

simply a part of life, dissected through scientific inquiry.

1. The Everyday Reality of Death: Maples reflects that he does not shy

 away from the horrors of death; instead, he embraces the gruesome realities

as a part of his daily work. He recounts graphic images from his job,

emphasizing that the actual horrors of death far exceed any horror movie’s

portrayal. His laboratory role stretches beyond academics; it delves into the

realms of justice, investigating unsolved deaths, and revealing truths buried

in lies and negligence.

2. The Nature of Truth: The essence of forensic anthropology, according

 to Maples, lies in unveiling truths that past investigations have overlooked.

He cites examples, such as the investigation into the remains of Tsar

Nicholas II and the skeletal evidence that has resolved long-standing
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historical mysteries. Through diligent analysis of human remains, he has

brought justice to victims and closure to families. 

3. A Personal Journey of Curiosity: Maples’ fascination with death

 originated in his childhood experiences, including a shocking encounter

with autopsy photos of infamous criminals. Growing up with a strong moral

compass, he felt a compelling urge to explore death's reality, refusing to

view it through the sanitized lens of funeral homes. This quest has

profoundly influenced his life choices, leading him to a career where he can

confront the unvarnished truth of human existence.

4. Formative Experiences and Connections: Born in Dallas, Texas,

 Maples was influenced by his familial background and the premature death

of his father. He resonated with the stories of notorious figures, like Bonnie

Parker, understanding the complexity and humanity of individuals who

society may deem evil. Notably, he reflects on the shared human experiences

that tie together murderers and victims alike. 

5. Path to Forensic Anthropology: Initially drawn to English literature

 in university, Maples' path shifted unexpectedly toward anthropology. He

was inspired by a charismatic professor who exposed him to the intricacies

of forensic work, igniting a passion that would define his career. Supported

by his professor, he transitioned to graduate studies, learning the craft of

forensic anthropology.
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6. Experiences in the Field: With each job, whether as a funeral home

 worker or an ambulance attendant, Maples cultivated a gritty familiarity

with death. His experiences handling traumatic scenes of accident victims

and the intricate details surrounding autopsies strengthened his resolve to

understand the intricacies of human life and mortality. Over time, he

mastered the ability to confront the visceral realities of death, an essential

skill for his future pursuits.

7. A Journey in Africa: Maples’ professional journey also led him to

 Kenya, where he engaged in groundbreaking research on baboons, further

deepening his understanding of life, survival, and the ties that bind us. His

adventures in Africa not only shaped his anthropological perspective but

also enriched his personal life, emphasizing the beauty and brutality of

nature and its profound lessons.

8. Lifelong Imprints: The scars from both his physical brushes with

 danger in the wild and the emotional weight of the experiences he carries

illustrate Maples' profound connection with his work. Even after facing

trials, his experiences further solidified his commitment to forensic

anthropology. He emphasizes the lifelong impact of these formative

experiences, revealing a unique bond with his profession that transcends

mere vocational duty.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


In conclusion, the chapter intricately weaves Maples’ personal narrative

through the lens of forensic anthropology, bridging academic inquiry with

deeply held human truths. It serves as a reminder that every life—no matter

how fraught with darkness—deserves careful examination and respect, as

death is not merely an end but a testament to the life lived. Through his

journeys, Maples has forged a path toward understanding the complexities of

humanity tied indelibly to our fates beyond the grave.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embrace the Reality of Death

Critical Interpretation: Reflecting on the everyday reality of death, you

might find yourself inspired to confront your own fears surrounding

mortality. Instead of shying away from the grim aspects of life,

consider how embracing this inevitable truth can lead to a deeper

appreciation for the moments you have. By acknowledging that life is

transient, you can cultivate a sense of urgency and purpose, prompting

you to live more fully, cherish your relationships, and strive for justice

and truth in your own life. Just as Maples dives into the intricacies of

death with an open heart, you too can face your fears, transform them

into strength, and emerge with a renewed perspective on what it means

to truly live.
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Chapter 2 Summary: Talkative Skulls

In the second chapter of "Dead Men Do Tell Tales," William R. Maples

 shares insights from his experiences as a forensic anthropologist,

emphasizing the complexity and the often tragic narratives behind human

remains. His reflections on the nature of murder and the importance of

careful observation highlight the nuances that inform a forensic

investigation. 

1. The chapter begins with a quote from Thomas De Quincey, stating that

the artistry of murder extends beyond the act itself to encompass design and

sentiment. This perspective is echoed through Maples's discussion of his

career, highlighting the stark contrast between the often romanticized notion

of crime-solving, as depicted in popular fiction like Conan Doyle's stories,

and the grim realities faced by forensic professionals. 

2. Maples recalls his early struggles in academia, reflecting on the

challenging path that many in the scientific community endure. The

memories of working in a funeral parlor provided him with a unique

perspective, fortifying him against the pressures of university life. This

experience deepened his understanding of mortality and allowed him to

confront the weight of his future work with a sense of resilience. 

3. The turning point in his professional journey surfaced when he was
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presented with a skull discovered in Lake Travis, Texas. As a graduate

student, he experienced a revelatory moment when he was invited to provide

his analysis of the skull, which he surmised to be Mongoloid in origin. His

mentor, McKern, confirmed his deduction while enlightening him on key

details that he had initially overlooked, ultimately revealing the skull to be a

World War II trophy. This encounter solidified Maples's passion for forensic

anthropology and showcased the importance of meticulous observations in

solving historical mysteries.

4. Throughout the narrative, Maples contrasts his expertise with the

sensationalized portrayal of forensic work as seen in television dramas like

“Quincy.” He addresses the inaccuracies often depicted in such shows,

clarifying the differences between forensic anthropologists—who focus

primarily on skeletal analysis—and forensic pathologists, who are medical

doctors trained in autopsies and legal proceedings. His experiences serve to

debunk the myth that conclusions can be drawn simply or rapidly from

skeletal remains without rigorous scientific analysis.

5. As he recounts his own progression in the field, he shares personal stories

of his first cases. The first forensic case he tackled involved a skeleton found

in a swamp, leading him to draw inferences about the individual’s life

condition based on skeletal attributes. This case highlighted the capability of

bones to convey their own narrative, revealing, for example, a history of

health issues that corresponded with local testimonies.
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6. Another notable case involved a skullcap linked to a murder trial, wherein

the forensic findings underscored trauma from blunt force—debunking the

initial medical examiner's assertion that nothing could be gleaned from the

bone fragment. In this instance, Maples's contributions crucially connected

evidence to the accused, a laborer who faced trial for murdering his

employer’s wife. 

7. The story of Raymond Stone—a suspect who was ultimately

convicted—underscores the dark layers of human motivation and the

complexities behind violent crime. Stone's troubled past and the

circumstances surrounding the murder reveal a blend of psychological and

social factors that contributed to the tragedy.

8. Maples closes the chapter by reflecting on the legacy and responsibilities

of forensic anthropology. He recounts how later, the skullcap linked to

Stone's victim was retrieved for proper burial by the victim's daughters,

underscoring the personal, human dimension behind the forensic

investigation. 

In conclusion, this chapter serves to illustrate the intricate relationship

between forensic science and the humanities, reminding readers that each

skull—or human remains—can tell a story far beyond the immediate mortal

context. From the academic pressures faced by young scientists to the
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heart-wrenching realities of untold familial legacies, Maples presents a

nuanced view of the forensic endeavor, steeped in both scientific rigor and

compassionate understanding.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of careful observation in understanding

complex narratives.

Critical Interpretation: Reflect on the idea that every detail matters in

your life, just as it does in the world of forensic anthropology. Each

moment, each interaction holds significance, shaping the story of who

you are and the impact you have on others. Just as Maples emphasizes

meticulous observations to uncover hidden truths in human remains,

you too can cultivate a habit of mindfulness and observation. By truly

seeing the world around you, you unlock a deeper understanding of

your own experiences, relationships, and the stories that connect us

all. This perspective will inspire you to approach life with a sense of

curiosity and compassion, recognizing that behind every face lies a

narrative worth acknowledging.
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Chapter 3: “Bolts of Bones”

In Chapter 3, titled "Bolts of Bones," from "Dead Men Do Tell Tales" by

 William R. Maples, the author takes readers on a vivid and profound

journey through the C. A. Pound Human Identification Laboratory, a facility

dedicated to the examination and identification of human remains. This

chapter immerses the reader in the stark reality of working closely with

death, illustrating both the emotional complexities and the scientific rigor

inherent in forensic anthropology.

1. The Laboratory's Environment: The C. A. Pound Laboratory,

 discreetly located amidst bamboo in Gainesville, serves as a tomb for

forgotten lives, housing an extraordinary collection of human bones. Inside,

one can find skeletal remains—burned, boiled, drowned, and otherwise

damaged—awaiting identification. Far from being merely remnants of the

deceased, these bones are treated with reverence and respect. Here, lives and

stories are resurrected as the author describes the reanimated narratives that

these remains unveil, offering crucial evidence in legal cases.
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Chapter 4 Summary: “The Enfolding Earth”

In the intricate world of forensic anthropology, the chapter "The Enfolding

 Earth" from William R. Maples' *Dead Men Do Tell Tales* weaves

together profound reflections on burial practices, the preservation of the

dead, and the complexities of exhumation in grim criminal investigations. 

1. The Impermanence of Burial: Maples begins with an assertion from

 Dr. Michael Baden, suggesting that no burial is permanent but rather a form

of long-term storage. He emphasizes the short-lived tranquility of the grave,

arguing that even the most secure burial won't last through the ages. Sir

Thomas Browne's sentiments about memories fading further illustrate how

quickly history can wash away, making unmarked graves the default fate for

many.

2. Exhumation Experiences: The author recounts his numerous

 exhumations, highlighting the bizarre and sometimes absurd measures taken

by individuals to conceal, or even inadvertently ensure the discovery of,

corpse remains. Through vivid case examples—such as a murderer leaving a

leg exposed in the sand—Maples contemplates the human psyche behind

burial choices and the extent of human folly in evading justice.

3. Effects of Burial Conditions on Preservation: A critical theme

 emerges regarding how burial containers, whether they be luxurious caskets
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or mundane materials, affect the preservation of remains. Maples details

experiences with bodies that retained soft tissue for decades in sealed caskets

versus those that disintegrated due to exposure. These distinctions illuminate

the science of decomposition, where different environmental factors can lead

to vastly different outcomes for corpses.

4. Decomposition Myths: Challenging common perceptions, the author

 describes how decomposition occurs differently underground than above,

dispelling the myth that maggots consume bodies buried deep within the

earth. His expertise reveals how certain insects can even be found in

historical graves, hinting at pre-burial interaction with the body.

5. The Challenge of Finding Buried Bodies: Maples elaborates on the

 difficulties involved in discovering clandestine burials. By narrating cases

where the buried individuals were not recovered until years later, the

narrative covers the cloak of secrecy that shrouds many murders, drawing a

direct correlation between the presence of witnesses and the likelihood of

body discovery.

6. Reconstruction and Identification: The chapter journeys through

 various forensic analyses—from reconstructing facial identities to

determining causes of death through ballistics. Illustrating both the detective

work involved in the investigation of buried bodies and the moral

complexities therein, the author provides a clear insight into how evidence

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


from remains can illuminate dark truths about their former lives.

7. The Sordid Legacy of Murder Cases: By sharing haunting tales from

 his career, including the distressing case of a stepfather’s murder and the

drug-related killings of three businessmen, Maples highlights the chilling

realities of criminality among everyday people. These stories serve as grim

reminders of the nature of violence and the lengths individuals go to protect

themselves.

8. Nature Versus Nurture in Burial Practices: Maples addresses the

 evidence found in unusual burial environments, such as a septic tank where

a son-in-law was hidden. He emphasizes the contrasting conditions between

preservation and decay, showcasing how even the most unlikely situations

can yield important forensic insights.

9. Avenue for Justice: Ultimately, the chapter grapples with the

 interplay between justice and the obscure narratives of the deceased,

reinforcing the role of forensic anthropology in revealing hidden truths. The

exhumation of bodies not only serves the dead but also offers a chance at

justice for the living.

Through a series of both gripping and morbid tales, Maples captivates

readers, highlighting the delicate balance between life, death, and the

irrepressible quest for truth that accompanies forensic investigation. His rich
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descriptions of the processes involved in exhumation and identification

underscore the profound respect owed to those who have died, and a keen

awareness of the fragile line between justice and tragedy.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Impermanence of Burial

Critical Interpretation: As you ponder the fleeting nature of burial,

consider how it mirrors the impermanence of your own life and loves.

Just as the ground cannot hold our stories forever, you are reminded to

cherish every moment and connection, knowing that even the most

secure memories may fade with time. This realization can inspire you

to live more fully, embracing the present and the people around you

with greater intensity. Life is a tapestry of experiences—fleeting yet

profound—and understanding its impermanence invites you to create

lasting impressions in the hearts of those you hold dear.
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Chapter 5 Summary: Flotsam and Jetsam

In the grim exploration of dismemberment cases detailed in Chapter 5 of

 "Dead Men Do Tell Tales," the author, William R. Maples, delves into the

profound brutality of murder associated with the act of dismemberment,

declaring it a profound assault on the identity of the victim. He emphasizes

the separation between the act of killing and the subsequent obliteration of a

victim's self-hood, reminiscent of the poetic lamentation over the loss of

King Priam's identity in Vergil’s Aeneid.

The chapter is foundational in understanding the complexities surrounding

dismemberment, highlighting that these cases are among the most

challenging in the realm of forensic anthropology, often revealing the cold

malice of the perpetrators. Maples recounts intriguing details about the tools

typically employed in such gruesome acts, ranging from ancient implements

to modern devices such as hacksaws and chainsaws, each leaving distinctive

marks on the bones that serve as crucial evidence in investigations.

Many dismemberments occur in domestic settings, particularly in bathtubs,

which underscores the intimate nature of the violence involved, often linked

to drug-related or gang-related crime within specific geographical corridors.

This phenomenon suggests that interstate highways serve as arteries for

crime, facilitating the movement of both criminals and victims.
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The author points out the advantages of different cutting implements.

Hacksaws, once favored for their convenience, have been increasingly

replaced by chainsaws, which, while more efficient, are also significantly

messier and noisier. Each tool leaves unique patterns on the bone, providing

investigators with vital information about the method of dismemberment.

Through meticulous experimentation, Maples presents a catalog of various

saw marks, allowing for improved identification in future cases.

The narrative recounts various poignant yet troubling cases, exemplified by

the gruesome discovery of severed legs unceremoniously left for scavengers

and the chilling identification of a torso marked by a distinctive tattoo that

proved ultimately futile for identifying the victim. The author shares an

account of a case in which a dismembered body, fragmented and cast aside,

becomes part of the food chain, illustrating the harsh realities of nature

reclaiming the remains of those gruesomely cut down.

Despite the quiet desperation of these unresolved cases, there is progress in

the scientific rigor applied to forensic anthropology. Notable success is

achieved in a case where a previously severed head and torso, despite being

separated across great distances and involving a lengthy timeline, are

ultimately matched through x-ray analysis, leading to the identification of a

victim ensnared in the web of drug trafficking—yet the murderer remains at

large.
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Maples culminates this chapter with a harrowing account of the "Case of the

Pale-Faced Indian," detailing the shocking events surrounding the murder

and dismemberment of an unsuspecting landowner by a squatter with a

violent past. The trial emphasizes the tension between the gruesome realities

of dismemberment and the courtroom drama, as the defense’s absurd

arguments falter against the irrefutable testimony of forensic evidence. In a

compelling turn, the murderer ultimately pleads guilty, a resolution that

provides a measure of closure for the victim's story.

In summary, the chapter presents a detailed examination of dismemberment

as a multifaceted crime, illuminating the psychological, forensic, and

societal implications. Each case, steeped in tragedy, affirms the necessity of

diligent forensic analysis in unveiling the truth and bestowing a semblance

of justice upon the fragmented victims of heinous acts. The persistent

struggle to reclaim identity from the horror of violence underlines the moral

imperative that transcends the chaos of crime, placing a spotlight on both the

relentless pursuit of truth and the tormented realities of lost lives.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Critical Thinking

Key Point: The quest for identity in the face of brutality

Critical Interpretation: In the dark recesses of Chapter 5 from William

R. Maples' 'Dead Men Do Tell Tales,' you are confronted with a

haunting reality—the brutal dismemberment of victims serves not just

as a physical assault, but a profound obliteration of their identity. This

chilling truth could reverberate in your life, urging you to cherish your

own identity and the identities of others. You might find inspiration in

the resilience of those who have struggled for recognition and justice,

igniting within you a determination to honor the stories and identities

of both the living and the lost. You are reminded that in a world where

chaos and violence threaten to erase individuality, the fight to reclaim

and preserve one's identity is not only vital but also a moral calling,

empowering you to advocate for truth and justice in your community.
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Chapter 6: “When the Sickness Is Your Soul”

In "Dead Men Do Tell Tales," William R. Maples discusses the complex and

 often tragic phenomenon of suicide, reflecting on its deep-seated roots in

human experience and societal perceptions. The sheer finality of suicide

imbues the act with a somber grandeur, provoking profound contemplation

about life itself. Suicide, particularly in Western culture, has historically

been enveloped in religious taboos and severe moral judgments, often

resulting in the self-inflicted dead being denied a dignified burial. The

narrative contrasts heroic historical suicides with a more disheartening

reality faced by many today, especially the young, whose impulsive

decisions often lead to tragic outcomes.

1. Historical Context and Cultural Perception: Many famous figures

 throughout history, from Cato the Younger to Thich Quang Due, are

remembered for their poignant suicides, but Maples notes how the modern

perception tends to lean towards the tragic. Typically, suicides are impulsive

calamities stemming from trauma or despair, as opposed to the calm

decision-making of those in terminal conditions. 
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Chapter 7 Summary: Outpacing the Fiend

In the realm of forensic anthropology, the pursuit of truth often comes at a

 grim cost, influenced by the unspeakable acts of murderers whose actions

propel the discipline forward. The evolution of this fledgling science has

been closely entwined with high-profile homicide cases that serve both as

horrific spectacles and rich sources of learning for forensic experts. As such,

forensic anthropologists find themselves perpetually in a race against the

horrific realities of human violence, forever indebted to the very fiends

responsible for these dark deeds.

1. The Genesis and Propagation of Forensic Anthropology:

The field of forensic anthropology is relatively new, with historical roots

tracing back to the 18th century when Jean Joseph Sue published pioneering

bone measurements. The discipline gained significant traction in America

following the notorious murder of Dr. George Parkman in 1849, killed by

Harvard professor John Webster over a debt. The investigation, led by

influential figures like Oliver Wendell Holmes, exemplified how a murder

could catalyze scientific advancement. The meticulous examination of

Parkman's remains—paired with his distinctive dentures—ultimately led to

Webster's conviction, marking a prominent case in the annals of forensic

history.

2. Influential Cases That Shaped the Discipline:
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Notable murders have significantly propelled the field forward, with George

Dorsey exemplifying this growth through his involvement in the 1897 case

of Adolph Luetgert, a sausage maker who killed his wife. In a dramatic

twist, Dorsey identified tiny fragments of human bone in Luetgert's factory

as belonging to the victim, leading to a life sentence for the murderer. This

case underscored the capacity of forensic anthropology to provide definitive

evidence in legal scenarios, cementing its importance in criminal

investigations.

3. The Twin Case of Discretion and Brutality:

The Ruxton case from the mid-1930s revealed the dark intricacies of

forensic work when a doctor attempted to destroy incriminating evidence

post-murder. Despite this calculated dismemberment, forensic detectives

utilized ingenious methods to reconstruct the victims’ identities, ultimately

securing a conviction. The meticulous body reconstructions by forensic

experts and the adoption of new scientific methodologies exemplified the

field's evolution, presenting profound implications for criminal

investigations.

4. The Development of Forensic Methods:

As forensic anthropology progressed, seminal works such as Wilton Marion

Krogman's 1939 guide on skeletal identification became foundational texts,

shaping the practices of agencies like the FBI and military mortuaries. The

discipline matured significantly during and after WWII as anthropologists
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were tasked with identifying countless remains, moving forensic

anthropology towards a status of greater recognition and sophistication.

5. Architectural Growth of a Scientific Community:

The establishment of a dedicated section within the American Academy of

Forensic Sciences in 1973 marked a pivotal moment for forensic

anthropology, providing a platform for sharing knowledge and fostering

connections among practitioners. Annual meetings serve as a hub for

collaboration, allowing experts to exchange ideas, revel in tales from the

field, and solve historical puzzles presented during the sessions.

6. Creating Bonds Through Knowledge:

These annual conventions not only encourage professional growth but also

nurture camaraderie among forensic anthropologists. The exchange of

stories, research, and even hands-on identification exercises fortify the

community, breathing life into their shared mission of understanding the

human condition through the lens of skeletal remains. 

The narrative of forensic anthropology is one of relentless discovery shaped

by the grim realities of violence. As forensic specialists continue to navigate

the complex interplay between investigative rigor and the dark underbelly of

human behavior, they remain committed to unraveling the mysteries buried

within the bones of the past, forging a path of understanding that honors the

victims of those heinous acts.
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Chapter 8 Summary: Unnatural Nature

In this chapter, the author delves into the intriguing and complex nature of

 human bones and the insights they provide into our lives and identities. The

examination of skeletons reveals not only their physical structure but also

the stories, histories, and conditions that define the individuals they

belonged to. Throughout the narrative, the author reflects on the dynamic

nature of bones, emphasizing that they are not static but continuously

changing and responding to various life experiences.

One of the key insights is the concept that bones are living entities,

constantly undergoing replacement and remodeling. They serve as a diary of

an individual’s life, recording ancestry, diseases, injuries, and lifestyle

choices, which can be revealed when the bones are uncovered after death.

This notion sets the stage for understanding the significance of forensic

anthropology, which seeks to decipher these narratives inscribed within our

skeletal frames.

The chapter also discusses various diseases and conditions that affect bone

structure and composition. For instance, collagen plays a vital role in

maintaining bone elasticity, and its deficiency can lead to brittle bones, as

seen in conditions like osteoporosis. The text highlights the peculiarities of

bone pathology, including osteomalacia, which creates extraordinary

elasticity, and leontiasis ossea, which causes grotesque bone growth, giving
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rise to dramatic appearances.

Another fascinating aspect is the variability in the number of bones

throughout a person’s life, with fusion occurring naturally as one ages,

complicating the question of how many bones constitute the human

skeleton. The author intertwines this biological reality with human

experiences, noting the permanent marks left on a woman’s pelvis following

childbirth.

Gender differences in skeletal structure are also explored, with female

skeletons often considered more graceful than their male counterparts. This

leads to discussions about the subjective nature of sex identification in

skeletal remains, as modern practices challenge traditional categorizations,

particularly in cases of gender transition.

A poignant example presented is that of Joseph Merrick, the so-called

"Elephant Man." The author articulates a strong emotional connection to

Merrick's remains, emphasizing the contrast between the physical

deformities signified by his bones and the profound humanity that lies

within. This examination demonstrates how skeletons can evoke deep

empathy and understanding, inviting reflection on the challenges faced by

those with visible deformities.

The narrative culminates in the rediscovery of the skeleton of King Robert
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the Bruce and the implications of his condition, leading to insights on

historical perceptions of ailments like leprosy. The meticulous work of

individuals like Vilhelm Møller-Christensen illustrates the depths of human

endeavor to understand our past through the lens of skeletal remains.

Ultimately, the author conveys that our bones communicate a timeless truth

about our existence. They embody the physical manifestations of our

experiences, triumphs, and struggles. The silent yet powerful narratives

contained within human skeletons serve as enduring testaments to the lives

lived, the pains endured, and the intricate tapestry of human nature.
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Chapter 9: “A Sunless Place …”

In this deeply contemplative chapter, the author, who identifies as a scientist

 rather than a theologian, wrestles with the concepts of evil and violence as

they manifest in human behavior, particularly in the most heinous acts of

murder. The text traverses both theoretical and practical realms,

underscoring the complexities inherent in understanding the darker aspects

of human nature.

1. The Nature of Evil: The chapter begins with the philosophical question of

whether hell is an actual place or merely a state of being. While historical

perspectives, such as those from St. Augustine, assert that evil is simply the

absence of good, the author, drawing from extensive experience, reflects on

the tangible expressions of evil. He illustrates how he has witnessed the

aftermath of violent actions that extinguish life and mangle innocence,

suggesting that the roots of evil may be deeply embedded within the psyche

from the earliest stages of life.

2. Instruments of Murder: There’s a vivid enumeration of the varied tools of
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Chapter 10 Summary: Flames and Urns

In the poignant exploration of cremation and its various complexities,

 Chapter 10 of "Dead Men Do Tell Tales" delves into the profound processes

that occur when a human body is committed to flames. The author, William

R. Maples, vividly describes the stark yet colorful spectacle of cremation,

highlighting the transformation from a living being into ashes and bones. As

the grave rituals unfold, the aesthetics of fire interplay with the remnants of

humanity, showcasing a transformation that is both eerie and mesmerizing.

1. The Essence of Cremation: The chapter begins with a rich literary

reference that encapsulates the idea of death not being an absolute end,

resonating through the ages. The author evokes images of a body consumed

by flames in a crematorium, where what once was a vibrant life is reduced to

ashes and skeletal remains, symbolizing the ephemeral nature of existence.

As the fire reaches different temperatures, it produces vibrant hues,

illustrating the process of combustion that leaves behind durable bones,

albeit in a state of fracturing due to intense heat.

2. The Nature of Crematoriums: Maples provides intricate descriptions of

the crematorium environment, often a detached, factory-like space separate

from traditional funeral homes. He details the various types of cremation

retorts, their construction, and operational nuances— highlighting the

contrast between the clinical mechanical aspects and the deeply personal
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nature of human remains processed within these walls. Discrepancies in

equipment and methods among different facilities indicate a range in the

quality of care afforded to the deceased, with symbolic implications for how

life and death are honored.

3. The Intricacies of the Process: The cremation process involves a highly

controlled procedure where bodies are reduced to ashes in temperatures

exceeding 1,700 degrees Fahrenheit. As the body combusts, the remaining

bones undergo various transformations, shedding organic material and

revealing an untouched core. Controlled conditions inside the retort, which

must endure constant high temperatures, permit a variety of scientific

insights into human skeletal remains. Maples emphasizes that, contrary to

common belief, ashes can indeed tell stories, revealing identity through the

remnants that survive.

4. Legal and Ethical Implications: An unexpected turn in the chapter

involves legal disputes tied to cremation mismanagement, showcasing a

particularly intense case involving a miscast of cremated remains. Maples’

expertise is solicited in such tragic instances, where misalignment between

cremated bodies and families can lead to tumultuous court battles,

unjustifiably placing burdens on grieving loved ones. His role as a forensic

anthropologist involves painstaking examinations of cremains, searching for

metal clips, dental fragments, and other identifiers which can piece together

the narrative of an individual’s journey after death.
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5. Reconstructing Lives from Ashes: A remarkable segment reveals that the

meticulous study of cremated remains can reveal gender, age, and other key

identifiers, even amidst the destruction wrought by flames. Maples recalls

critical case studies where fragments of medical implants, dental work, and

more were analyzed to verify identities, transforming forensic anthropology

into a blend of science and art. The symbiosis of residual items and

biological markers enables experts to forge connections and unearth truths in

the aftermath of loss.

6. The Spectrum of Outcomes: The author recounts a specific lawsuit born

from the encouragement of erroneous handling of cremated remains. By

intricately documenting scientific findings, Maples emphasizes the various

parameters of evidence necessary to resolve such disputes effectively. The

depth of investigation is highlighted through the unfolding of careful

methodologies and revealing discoveries that ultimately demonstrated

discrepancies in the returned cremains.

Through a blend of lyrical prose and forensic detail, this chapter

encapsulates the profound emotional and societal implications intertwined

with the act of cremation. While death, in its ultimate finality, renders bodies

to ash, it also holds narratives that can rise anew in unexpected ways,

revealing truths that echo beyond mortality into the realm of scientific

inquiry and legal justice.



Section Summary

The Essence
of Cremation

Explores the idea that death is not an end, describing the
transformation of life to ash in a crematorium, emphasizing the
ephemeral nature of existence and the visual spectacle of flames.

The Nature of
Crematoriums

Describes the environment of crematoriums, contrasting their
mechanical aspects with the personal handling of human remains,
and discusses variations in equipment and care quality.

The Intricacies
of the Process

Details the highly controlled cremation process at high temperatures,
revealing insights into skeletal remains, and emphasizes that ashes
can convey stories and identities.

Legal and
Ethical
Implications

Highlights legal disputes relating to cremation errors, illustrating the
burdens on families and the role of forensic anthropologists in
resolving identity through careful examinations of cremains.

Reconstructing
Lives from
Ashes

Shows how analyzing cremated remains can reveal key identifiers like
gender and age and recounts case studies which integrate science
and art in forensic anthropology.

The Spectrum
of Outcomes

Discusses a lawsuit from mishandled remains and the importance of
evidence in resolving such disputes, highlighting the meticulous
scientific methodologies used.

Conclusion
The chapter illustrates the emotional and societal significance of
cremation, intertwining narratives of death, science, and legal justice,
as revelations emerge from ashes.
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Chapter 11 Summary: Death in 10,000 Fragments

In the investigation of the Meek-Jennings case, I encountered one of the

 most complex and daunting forensic challenges of my career. The narrative

began with the discovery of two charred skeletons in a burned cabin in

Florida in January 1985, which led me on a deep dive into a web of deceit,

love, and ultimately, murder. Just twenty miles from my office, these

remains were tied to a horrifying double murder of Page Jennings’s parents

in New Hampshire, intensifying the case’s fraught dynamics due to its media

spotlight and the pressure from law enforcement officials.

From the outset, the case's complications were apparent. Initially thought to

involve one fire and two deaths, it revealed itself to have two fires and

multiple deaths linked across states and time. The evidence flitted in and out

of clarity, with pivotal elements appearing to surface only to dissolve as

quickly as they came. The investigation turned into a costly battle against

both time and the chaos surrounding the remains, which were collected in a

single bag, thoroughly mixed and undistinguishable.

Among the items recovered from the fire scene was a shotgun found beside

one of the skeletons. Its barrel was fused shut, indicating it had been fired

before the fire consumed its owner. Meanwhile, the discovery of suicide

notes, attributed to Glyde Earl Meek and his lover, Page Jennings, suggested

a narrative of a shared, tragic resolution to their struggles against family and
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societal pressures. This narrative leaned heavily towards premeditated

murder rather than consensual suicide.

1. Initial Discoveries and Active Investigation: Upon examining the

 remains, I was struck by approximately ten thousand bone fragments,

rendered nearly ash by the fire. The chaotic mingling of human and animal

remains served as a grim reminder of the violent events that transpired. Key

indicators of identity began to emerge. The victims were later identified as

Meek, a man with a troubling past, and Jennings, a promising young woman

caught up in a toxic relationship.

2. Death's Complex Motivation: The case revealed layers of

 psychological turmoil, with Meek's intense obsession underscoring his

possible motivations. His intricate patterns of deceit led us to theorize about

the actual sequence of events. It was noted in the lengthy suicide note that

Meek may have been attempting to frame a narrative of love and devotion to

Jennings, which was deemed improbable and manipulative by analysts.

3. Symbol of Affection Turned Vessel of Murder: Meek's description of

 events in his suicide notes suggested a tortured mind. In his accounts,

passionate declarations of love were interlaced with indications of profound

manipulation and coercion. The destructive force of familial rejection and

emotional instability led to a volatile climax. Meek's relationship with

Jennings devolved alongside his criminal past, highlighting a pattern of
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possessiveness and need for control.

4. Forensic Complications: As I ventured deeper into the forensic

 analysis, the remains posed significant identification challenges. Fragments

of bone, particularly a fibula and parts of the skull riddled with buckshot,

eventually confirmed that these were indeed the remains of Jennings and

Meek. The unearthing of a distinct gold tooth filling belonging to Meek

cemented his identity within the burned skeletal remains, despite ongoing

claims from law enforcement in New Hampshire that he might still be alive.

5. Finality Amidst Chaos: After a protracted and arduous investigation,

 my team and I managed to reconstruct a coherent narrative from the ashes.

Through meticulous research, including re-assessments of previous

statements and media coverage, we consistently returned to the grim

conclusion: Jennings and Meek were dead, their lives intertwined in a tragic

end marked by violence and despair, exacerbated by external pressures.

The depth of this case unfolded not only a tragic story but also revealed the

darker sides of human relationships wrapped in the cloak of love, betrayal,

and murder. This investigation left a lasting impact, both professionally and

personally, illustrating the haunting reality that sometimes the most complex

paths lead back to the simplest—and most harrowing—truths.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The complexity of human relationships can lead to tragic

and unthinkable outcomes.

Critical Interpretation: As you reflect on the tragic narrative of Meek

and Jennings, allow it to inspire a deeper understanding of your own

relationships. Recognize that love, when marred by obsession, deceit,

and external pressures, can evolve into something harmful and tragic.

This chapter serves as a reminder to foster open communication and

mutual respect in your relationships, as these fundamental qualities

can help prevent misunderstandings that escalate into conflicts. By

nurturing empathy and clarity amidst the complexities of love, you can

strive to create a healthier path in your connections, ensuring they

don't spiral into the darkness illustrated in this haunting case.
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Chapter 12: Lost Legions

In the haunting narrative of Chapter 12, titled "Lost Legions" from William

 R. Maples' "Dead Men Do Tell Tales," we delve into the enduring pain

surrounding American servicemen who went missing during the Vietnam

War. Even decades after the conflict ended, the sentiments associated with

soldiers listed as unaccounted for, or MIAs, continue to haunt the national

consciousness, affecting American foreign policy and societal perceptions

toward Vietnam.

The chapter opens with a reflection on the emotional weight carried by tales

of missing soldiers. Despite the formal change of terminology from "MIA"

to "unaccounted for," the deeply ingrained image of American soldiers

suffering in captivity continues to resonate. The lingering belief in their

plight is intensified by a series of extraordinary legends and conspiracy

theories, creating an almost mythic narrative around their disappearance—a

narrative that has infiltrated popular culture and shaped public sentiment.

1. The Emotive Impact of Unaccounted Soldiers: The chapter articulates
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Chapter 13 Summary: The Misplaced Conquistador

Francisco Pizarro, the notorious Spanish conquistador, died in a brutal

 manner typical of his violent life. Having established himself as a dominant

force in South America, he met his end at the hands of assassins in his own

palace, a fate that has fascinated historians and archaeologists alike. Pizarro's

journey from an illiterate swineherd to the conqueror of the Inca Empire is

marked by ambition, treachery, and the ruthless pursuit of wealth, which

ultimately led to his downfall. His legacy is overshadowed by the ferocity of

conquest and the violent struggles among the men who supported him,

which culminated in a deadly rivalry that ended his life.

1. The Death of Pizarro: Pizarro was assailed by conspirators while

 dining, prompting him to attempt a defense despite his advanced age and

the unyielding armor he couldn't secure. As he engaged in a fierce struggle,

he was ultimately overwhelmed and fatally wounded, suffering injuries

consistent with accounts of his assassination. His last moments were marked

by the unmistakable brutality of his death, echoing the violent life he had

led.

2. Historical Significance and Legacy: Pizarro's life exemplified both the

 pinnacle of ambition and the depths of human cruelty. His exceptional

undertakings resulted in the near-total destruction of the Inca civilization, a

culture rich in history and achievement. The artifacts and structures left
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behind continue to captivate modern society, highlighting the complex

legacy of colonialism and its lasting impacts.

3. Discovery of Remains: The pursuit of Pizarro's remains became a

 focal point due to the inconsistencies and mysteries surrounding his burial.

Over the years, numerous relocations and reburials of his remains took

place, reflecting the historical intrigue surrounding his life and death. In an

unexpected turn, forensic examination of both a lead casket believed to

contain Pizarro's skull and an impostor mummy displayed in the cathedral

led to revelations about the true identity of the remains.

4. Forensic Examination and Revelations: In a collaborative effort,

 forensic specialists uncovered physical evidence that confirmed the identity

of Pizarro's remains while disproving the authenticity of the mummy long

thought to be his. The examination revealed numerous traumatic injuries that

aligned with accounts of his death, with signs of unrelenting violence that

marked not only his demise but also acted as a testament to the tumultuous

life he lived.

5. Cultural Reflections: The saga of Pizarro's life and death forces a

 reflection on the nature of heroism, power, and morality, posing significant

questions about how historical figures are remembered. Pizarro was

venerated for his conquests but also condemned for the destruction and

suffering they caused. The fleeting nature of fame, even in death, finds a
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poignant echo in Pizarro's story, symbolizing the precariousness of legacy

amidst the tides of time.

Ultimately, Pizarro’s existence is a complex narrative woven into the

broader context of exploration, colonization, and the human spirit’s darker

impulses. By examining the physical remnants of his life, we not only

uncover historical truths but also reconcile with the moral complexities of

our past that continue to resonate through generations.
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Chapter 14 Summary: Arsenic and “Old Rough and
Ready”

On a sweltering July 4, 1850, President Zachary Taylor, revered for his

 military prowess, took part in a ceremony laying the foundation of the

Washington Monument. Exhausted and possibly dehydrated, he consumed a

meal of raw vegetables, fresh cherries, and iced buttermilk, triggering severe

gastrointestinal distress that led to his untimely death just five days later. His

sudden demise came at a pivotal moment in American history, when

tensions over slavery were rapidly escalating. Taylor, a Southern slave

owner who advocated for California and New Mexico to enter the Union as

free states, faced the possibility of uniting or fracturing a divided nation.

Tragically, his death marked not only a personal loss but a potential shift in

the political landscape as well.

In the twentieth century, interest in Taylor’s death resurfaced, with some

historians speculating that he was poisoned—an idea they supported due to

the suspicious symptoms he exhibited before dying. My encounter with

Clare Rising, an author passionate about Taylor's legacy, reignited this old

speculation and led us to investigate the possibility of poison, specifically

arsenic, in his remains. While I initially hesitated at the idea of exhuming a

former president due to its implications, Clare’s relentless pursuit of justice

for Taylor’s narrative drew me closer to the inquiry.
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Through Clare's dogged research, we obtained permission from Taylor's

living descendants for exhumation. The process was meticulous and fraught

with challenges, particularly concerning the legal aspects surrounding the

remains. Human remains are legally considered the property of surviving

relatives, which necessitated appropriate consent and careful planning to

ensure the dignified treatment of Taylor’s remains.

On the day of exhumation, we faced overwhelming media interest and

concern from the Veterans Administration. Despite initial opposition to the

exhumation, we ultimately received the green light as the local coroner

asserted his determination to proceed. Arriving at the cemetery, we

encountered a large crowd and a significant media presence, underscoring

the historical significance of our undertaking.

The exhumation revealed Taylor’s casket, a lead-lined container that had not

been embalmed as requested by his wife. The investigation allowed us

access to his skeletal remains along with a range of personal items, enabling

us to collect crucial samples for analysis. Contrary to the poisoning theories,

laboratory tests revealed that any traces of arsenic present in the samples

were consistent with levels typically found in individuals from the era, not

indicative of foul play. 

In the aftermath of the investigation, we deduced that Taylor likely died of

natural causes, potentially exacerbated by the medical practices of the time.
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His death could be attributed to contaminated food or a standard intestinal

infection heightened by excessive heat.

In the absence of dramatic findings, media intrigue chilled quickly, shifting

attention away from the inquiry into Taylor’s death. Clare Rising completed

her book on the subject, though it remains unpublished; her dedication to

unveiling Taylor’s story did not go unnoticed. This case clarified that

President Zachary Taylor, rather than a victim of conspiracy, passed away

due to the common struggles of mortality, leaving behind a legacy marked

by both military valor and political courage. In doing so, he continued to

embody the nuanced character and complexities of early American

leadership.

Key Points Details

Date and
Event

July 4, 1850; President Zachary Taylor participates in the Washington
Monument foundation ceremony.

Health
Incident

Taylor consumes raw vegetables, fresh cherries, and iced buttermilk,
leading to gastrointestinal distress and his death five days later.

Significance
of Death

His death occurred during a critical period of escalating tensions over
slavery in the U.S., impacting the political landscape.

Theories of
Poisoning

Resurgence of speculation in the 20th century that he was poisoned,
particularly with arsenic, due to his symptoms.

Investigation
Initiation

Clare Rising's interest in Taylor's legacy leads to investigation of
potential poisoning and subsequent exhumation.

Exhumation Gained permission from Taylor's descendants; faced legal and logistical
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Key Points Details

Process challenges but went forward with exhumation amid media attention.

Findings
from
Exhumation

Taylor's casket revealed no signs of poisoning; arsenic levels in remains
were normal for the era, indicating natural causes.

Final
Conclusion

Taylor likely died of natural causes related to contaminated food or
infection, not as a result of conspiracy.

Legacy Emphasized Taylor's complex character and contributions to early
American leadership, merging valor with political courage.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of pursuing truth and justice, regardless of

the challenges involved.

Critical Interpretation: Imagine stepping into the shoes of someone

like Clare Rising, whose unwavering determination led her to

advocate for the truth behind President Zachary Taylor's mysterious

death. This chapter illustrates how the pursuit of justice can sometimes

be an uphill battle, filled with societal disapproval and complex legal

hurdles. Yet, through her relentless efforts, Clare reminds us of the

profound impact that seeking truth can have, not just for historical

figures but for ourselves as well. It encourages us to embrace our own

quests for understanding and resolution in our lives. Whether it's

confronting difficult situations, questioning long-held beliefs, or

advocating for others, let Clare's journey inspire you to act with

courage and determination, knowing that uncovering the truth can

ultimately pave the way for healing and progress, both personally and

within your community.
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Chapter 15: The Tsar of All the Russias

On a fateful night in July 1918, Tsar Nicholas II and his family fell victim to

 a Bolshevik death squad in Ekaterinburg, marking a significant chapter in

Russian history. The family's execution, shrouded in secrecy and brutality,

took place in the basement of the Ipatiev house, a site designated for their

provisionary confinement after the Bolshevik revolution. Led by

Commander Jacob Yurovsky, the squad executed the Tsar, his wife

Alexandra, their five children, and several servants in a horrifying scene,

with gunfire initially drowned out by the noise of a running Fiat truck parked

nearby. The entire event was executed with chilling efficiency and a sense of

grim resolve, as Yurovsky proclaimed the family's death sentence.

Following the execution, the bodies were disposed of in an attempt to hide

evidence of the massacre. Documentation from eyewitnesses who

participated in the aftermath revealed the gruesome details of the execution

and the subsequent dismembering and burning of the remains to erase any

traces of the royal family. The remains were secreted away to an abandoned

mine, where they were reportedly burned, dissolved with sulfuric acid, and
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Chapter 16 Summary: “These Rough Notes and Our
Dead Bodies …”

In this poignant chapter from "Dead Men Do Tell Tales," William R. Maples

 reflects on the haunting legacy of a series of brutal murders that shocked the

Gainesville community in 1990. Departing from the lively atmosphere of the

college campus, he immerses himself in the chilling memories of five young

victims—four women and one man—whose lives were mercilessly cut short

by the infamous murderer Danny Harold Rolling. The grim details of the

crime, characterized by extreme brutality, sent tremors of fear through the

university town, leading many students to flee in terror.

Despite the somber subject, the narrative showcases the meticulous work of

forensic anthropology, demonstrating how bones can unveil truths that the

living may overlook. As Maples joins Dr. William Hamilton in the

autopsies, they uncover the horrific violence inflicted upon the victims.

Through his keen analysis, Maples ingeniously identifies the murder

weapon—a sturdy knife—based on the distinctive damage it inflicted upon

the victims' bones. His expertise becomes instrumental in drawing

connections between the remnants of the crime and the perpetrator.

The chapter climaxes during the trial phase, where evidence, including a

replica of the suspected knife and the skeletal remains of the victims, is

presented to the jury. The harrowing reminders of the past weigh heavily on
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Rolling, who ultimately pleads guilty to the charges, unable to escape the

shadows of his heinous actions. Despite his attempts to conceal his guilt, the

resolute work of forensic science ensures that justice is served. The jury

renders a verdict of death, closing a dark chapter in Gainesville's history

while signaling a significant affirmation of the power of forensic

anthropology.

Maples further emphasizes the critical need for continued support and

funding for forensic sciences, lamenting the challenges faced by aspiring

professionals in the field. The lack of resources limits the ability to

adequately address the rising tide of violent crimes. Yet he remains steadfast

in his mission, highlighting the importance of his discipline in unearthing

truths buried within the silence of the dead. The chapter closes with a call to

remember the victims and the stories their remains carry, an enduring

testament to the power of science and a reminder of the unresolved struggles

that persist within society.

This narrative serves not only as a retrospective on a tragic event but also as

a clarion call for the recognition and integration of forensic anthropology in

the fight against crime. The written account is both a tribute to the deceased

and an intellectual reflection on the intersection of science and justice as

Maples grapples with the profound implications of his work in a world

where the dead still have tales to tell.
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Best Quotes from Dead Men Do Tell Tales by William R.
Maples with Page Numbers

Chapter 1 | Quotes from pages 9-25

1. Truth is discoverable. Truth wants to be discovered.

2. I have often wondered whether I have a character flaw, to be so drawn to deathly

things.

3. I wanted to see life as it really was, not through the smudged window-pane of a

newspaper.

4. My father’s deathbed faith in me has heartened me all my life.

5. Every person, from the most depraved serial killer to the most seraphic innocent, was

likely loved by someone when each was alive.

6. What we see on the table will have to be related to the families of victims and to the

relatives of killers.

7. Lies and laziness repel me more than the most putrefied corpse.

8. The truth is a valuable and rare commodity.

9. My esteem for the human race waned considerably.

10. I learned to spot the people who specialize in falling down in front of vehicles.

Chapter 2 | Quotes from pages 27-38

1. "People begin to see that something more goes to the composition of a fine murder

than two blockheads to kill and be killed—a knife—a purse—and a dark lane."

2. "When you have seen bodies burned to cinders in fires, or pummeled to jelly under a
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truckload of bricks, or reduced to empty skins whose bones have been squeezed from

them by the terrific force of plane crashes, then the bumps and bogies of academic life

hold few terrors for you."

3. "It could be worse," you tell yourself; and when worse is the thing you

saw lying dead in a highway culvert scarcely twelve hours earlier, you know

you are telling the truth.

4. "My early experiences riding shotgun in the funeral parlor’s ambulance in

Texas had shown me a side of life no book could teach."

5. "I shall never forget those lucid, decisive moments in which he practically

made that old skull speak."

6. "The miserable pay and financial woes; the long nights of study and the

battles against sleep; the frightful hurdles of examinations; all these torments

are well known in Academe, and have been known to drive some people

mad, even to suicide."

7. "But the skeletal remains that had moldered for two years in the wild

could still speak to me."

8. "Finally, along the inner surface of that brain case you could see pitting,

where an infection had eroded the bone during life."

9. "The sutures and shape established the age and sex of the owner; the

trauma marks established the shape and type of the weapon."

10. "This victory was owed to good luck, hard work and the mercy of the

alligators who gnawed the victim’s head away from her body."

Chapter 3 | Quotes from pages 39-51

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


1. Here lie bones burned and boiled, drowned and desiccated; bones that once lay

buried, long forgotten, are now summoned back suddenly into the light of day.

2. But this finality is an illusion. Just as in the book of Ezekiel, the dry bones

knit themselves back together, are covered anew with flesh, draw breath and

at last stand forth as a living host of human beings.

3. The truth is germinating in them, sprouting up vividly.

4. We have few living visitors, and those who are admitted must show they

have good reason to enter. But the dead are welcomed, and we show them

every courtesy.

5. There is no horrible, hidden mystery involved in decomposition. Basically

there are two well-mapped processes involved: autolysis and putrefaction.

6. Dreadful as all these processes may seem, they are only the resolution of

certain carbon-based compounds into certain other carbon-based

compounds.

7. Corpses are not just remnants of death; they are valuable pieces of

evidence and stories waiting to be uncovered.

8. Bones can riddle us devilishly.

9. It takes experience and willpower to overcome the impulse to shrink away

and flee.

10. We owe them that.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/9vM2pPLyRRb
https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/O0c4ThFyRRb
https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Chapter 4 | Quotes from pages 52-65

1. "No burial is forever. Burial is only long-term storage."

2. "Rest in Peace," we carve on our tombstones, heavy slabs of marble that are almost

certainly destined to be scattered like chaff, long before the Last Judgment."

3. "There is no antidote against the Opium of time... Generations passe while some

trees stand, and old Families last not three Oaks…"

4. "When we consider that scarcely an active cemetery on the planet is more than a few

hundred years old, we realize how short our undisturbed subterranean sleep can be."

5. "A buried body can be devilishly difficult to find... but if no one talks, and the burial

remains secret, and the grave ages a bit, then finding a buried body is in truth the rarest

of accidents."

6. "I had some difficulty dredging up any pity for the deceased in this case. The world

lost little when he was murdered."

7. "Stones turn to dust, and we all return to earth."

8. "The entry wound's trajectory matched the girl’s story with extraordinary exactitude.

She was telling the truth."

9. "The general rule of thumb for the rate of decomposition is: one week in the open air

equals two weeks in water, equals eight weeks underground."

10. "I confess I had some difficulty dredging up any pity for the deceased in this case.

The world lost little when he was murdered."

Chapter 5 | Quotes from pages 66-78

1. To profane a dead body by cutting it to pieces has always seemed, at least to our
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Western eyes, an act of bestial brutality.

2. Alas, it must be admitted from the outset that dismemberment is an

extremely effective means of concealing a victim’s identity.

3. The pieces remain, the culprit goes uncaptured and unpunished.

4. More and more today, dismemberment cases are being treated with the

attention they deserve.

5. The real victory in these dismemberment cases is often scientific and

intellectual, rather than moral.

6. It is amazing how burly policemen can dwindle and disappear when there

is dirty work like this to be done!

7. The victim and I, we are trying to defend ourselves. We throw our

forearms up, we grapple with our fingers, we turn our heads aside, clinging

to life.

8. Bones yet will have their say.

9. This case made up for many of the puzzling dismemberments which

ended, after so much work on my part, in perplexity and riddles.

10. Hew at them though you may, bones yet will have their say.

Chapter 6 | Quotes from pages 79-92

1. But play the man, stand up and end you, when the sickness is your soul.

2. Suicide has the power to unsettle us all, to make even the dullest brain philosophize

for a few minutes about the meaning of life.

3. From seeing the ax, to grasping the ax, to wielding the ax is a process that can

occupy less than a minute.
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4. In most cases I have dealt with, suicide has proved to be a hasty, profligate, wasteful

and ill-considered solution to a doubtful problem.

5. We ought to take a step backward, suspend judgment, and look with

mercy upon those for whom death was a mercy.

6. Gallows humor and graveyard whistling are normal human reactions in

the face of death.

7. Some suicide victims are willing to pass through hellish torments in order

to attain the surcease from sorrow they crave.

8. Loneliness, old age, incurable and painful illnesses, these are sometimes

sufficient reasons for suicide.

9. Many people, of course, kill themselves without meaning to.

10. Sometimes we find the receipt from the gun store, where the weapon was

bought a few days or hours earlier.
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Chapter 7 | Quotes from pages 93-124

1. ...the darker the crime, the brighter shines the solution.

2. By challenging us to unravel seemingly impossible knots of malevolence, the killers

have ultimately helped us in the advancement of science and the spread of knowledge.

3. It is a singular fact that some of the most dazzling pieces of detective work in our

profession have come about as a direct result of some extraordinarily depraved murder.

4. Our discipline is so new fledged that even in the 1930s the recently founded FBI had

to take its cases across the street to the Smithsonian Institution for analysis.

5. One comes away from the AAFS convention with renewed energy to try something

new, do something differently.

6. These annual meetings are a splendid opportunity for us to trade ideas, to scrape

away the rust of academic isolation.

7. The skeleton of one of the curators of the museum, who had bequeathed his bones to

the collection, where they had remained for many years.

8. The extraordinary Clyde Snow can be relied upon to tell hair-raising stories, in his

Southwestern drawl, of the latest bodies he’s examined in war zones.

9. It is interesting to speculate what effect the Ruxton case may have had upon the

young film director, Alfred Hitchcock, who was just then coming into his own in Great

Britain.

10. That is true camaraderie!

Chapter 8 | Quotes from pages 125-137

1. Our skeletons are constantly in flux, constantly reshaping themselves.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


2. We keep no secrets from our bones.

3. All we have been, or nearly, is inscribed and enclosed in our skeletons.

4. Medical museums are not attics in which to store things merely for

curiosity’s sake.

5. This skeleton, perhaps more than any other I have ever beheld, talks to

you in very simple, powerful, human terms.

6. Bone never lisps, stutters or falls dumb. It proclaims its truths the more

loudly, the more it is taxed and twisted by unnatural nature and misfortune.

7. The astonishing hardness and durability of human bone can deceive the

untaught into thinking that bone is something rocklike and changeless.

8. Joseph Merrick, whose story has reached a modern audience, made an

indelible impression on me.

9. With each passing year, my movements are slightly more circumscribed.

10. I could see the two halves of Joseph Merrick, soul and body: the delicate,

intelligent person caged within.

Chapter 9 | Quotes from pages 138-153

1. Hell is not a place, some theologians declare, but a state of being.

2. I have seen where it falls to earth, extinguishing life and disfiguring limb.

3. The impulse to evil is something deep within an individual from his very earliest

years, if not from birth.

4. At the center of the labyrinth of certain human personalities there lurks a Minotaur

that feeds on human flesh.

5. The more we know about these affairs, the more alert we will be to their telltale
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signs.

6. I hope sincerely that a day will come when the brutal parent or adult will

stay his or her hand.

7. It costs me an effort, in my professional capacity, to put aside the outrage

any human being must experience when brought into contact with these

depravities.

8. Some murders are never solved and that this little girl was among those

innocents whose deaths go unavenged.

9. We create a kind of sterile dead zone around a murderer and his deeds, a

sort of 'blasted heath' like that in Shakespeare's Macbeth.

10. If evil is to be found in the brain, then it is probably there from the very

earliest years of life, and involves something very basic in the individual’s

personality.
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Chapter 10 | Quotes from pages 154-167

1. Death is not the end of all, and the pale ghost escapes the raked-over funeral pyre.

2. The ultimate bonfire of the vanities, in which all that we wore in life is brightly,

briskly swept away like dross.

3. Flame does interesting things to bones, and part of my job is to examine human

skeletal remains after they have been burned.

4. Flames can create, and urns can hold, some very lively stories.

5. If you reflect a little you will see what I mean. Most of us carry around a surprising

load of extraneous, artificial baggage inside our bodies.

6. These tiny clips can be cross-checked against surgical records at the hospital where

the surgery was performed.

7. I tell you it can be done. I have done it.

8. The greatest problem we have in these cases probably isn’t the condition of the

cremains. It’s that someone is trying to save money and do an investigation on the

cheap.

9. It takes a very solid knowledge of bone anatomy and variation and often a very vivid

reconstructive imagination to identify these minuscule fragments of bone and metal.

10. All that remains today is a cool, silent urn in a distant columbarium.

Chapter 11 | Quotes from pages 168-202

1. You will say that reality does not have the slightest obligation to be interesting. I

reply that even if reality can escape the necessity of being interesting, hypotheses never

can.
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2. Everything about this case seemed to defy a simple solution.

3. At times we seemed to be gazing through a kaleidoscope instead of a

magnifying glass.

4. True, the medical examiner’s investigator had collected all the bones in a

single bag, but before this happened Alachua County Sheriffs Department

investigators had taken good, clear photographs of the crime scene.

5. Bones may riddle us, but they never lie.

6. I have decided to rope myself down before I use the shotgun in case I

might do the same and fall from our platform.

7. When life is extinguished, and the flesh falls away, and the hard frame of

the skeleton lies exposed on the laboratory table—that is my hour.

8. I believe Page Jennings was dead days before the fire in the cabin on

January 18.

9. In those days I was still occupying rooms at the Florida Museum of

Natural History.

10. The most troublesome case I had ever encountered was finally solved.

Chapter 12 | Quotes from pages 203-221

1. O stranger, go tell the Spartans That here we lie, obedient to their orders.

2. It is the vanished soldiers of Vietnam who tug at our hearts and rob many of us of our

reason today.

3. Though we believe the Vietnamese authorities are acting in good faith, it sometimes

happens that the remains of one person may be scattered throughout several boxes.

4. The task of identifying unaccounted-for remains at CILHI is immense and never
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ending.

5. The search for unaccounted-for servicemen does not stop at CILHI’s

laboratory doors.

6. In the rain forests of New Guinea they can be found investigating the

hundreds of plane crashes left over from World War II.

7. Some want to get the whole thing behind them, and some will never sleep

until they have vengeance.

8. But I think if more Americans were aware of the immense concern and

deep respect that is accorded to every single fragment of bone, no matter

how tiny, that has been recovered in the search for these unaccounted-for

men and women, then perhaps some of these widespread doubts and

anxieties might be allayed.

9. The very confidential nature of the military identification process itself

inhibits free discussion.

10. I could have identified him!” Tadao’s spirit was unconquerable.
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Chapter 13 | Quotes from pages 222-236

1. Francisco Pizarro died as he lived, by the sword.

2. Indomitable in adversity, ruthless in victory, Pizarro and his followers laid waste

utterly to the Inca civilization.

3. There is a powerful magic in the past.

4. If we are not careful, we fall into dreams of bygone days and the light of sunsets long

extinguished.

5. As Margaret Thatcher admonished George Bush in the emergency days after Iraq

invaded Kuwait: 'Now, George, this is no time to go wobbly!'

6. I cannot afford to go wobbly.

7. The extraordinary trauma inflicted on the neck agreed very closely with accounts of

Pizarro’s murder.

8. His last sight on earth must have been terrible: flashing steel points, rising and falling

and piercing his body.

9. Fame is fleeting—even in death.

10. This climaxed in 1532 with his famous march to Cajamarca, deep in the Peruvian

interior.

Chapter 14 | Quotes from pages 237-250

1. The dead have a right to privacy, and there must be a good, compelling reason for us

to break in upon the slumber of the grave.

2. Human remains are not the property of cemeteries. They don’t belong to the nation...

They belong to the relatives who survive them.
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3. No corpse on earth has the power to overawe me. Our defunct bodies are all equal

before science.

4. In the case of President Taylor, there was the charge—albeit

unproven—of murder, the foulest crime man can commit.

5. With or without me, Zachary Taylor’s tomb was going to be opened that

Monday morning and the only way the federal government could prevent

this was by armed force!

6. Murder is another thing entirely, and murder was what we aimed to prove

or disprove.

7. The amounts of arsenic found in all samples were consistent throughout.

They showed that President Taylor had in his remains only the levels of

arsenic consistent with any person who lived in the nineteenth century.

8. Zachary Taylor died of natural causes. Indeed, he may have been

unwittingly killed by his doctors.

9. Zachary Taylor can take his proper place in history, as a military

commander who fought hard for his country and as a President who did not

shrink from his duty.

10. This sincere piece of gallantry is among his smaller monuments. It came

from Zachary Taylor’s own heart.

Chapter 15 | Quotes from pages 251-278

1. "The world will never know what we did with them..."

2. "But in accordance with our new democratic principles."

3. "Forgive them, for they know not what they do."
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4. "Even his bad teeth had outlasted the outlaw state that had slain him..."

5. "Truth often lies buried deep in the rubbish heap of a braggart’s lies."

6. "I believe Nicholas must have had a horror of dentists..."

7. "If you want a picture of the future, imagine a boot stamping on a human

face—forever...."

8. "The three young women’s skeletons, as well as that of the oldest woman,

have features in common that are often seen in families..."

9. "Is it conceivable that some kindhearted Bolshevik spirited them away? Is

it thinkable that...the missing royal children lived?"

10. "The mystery of the Romanovs is solved as nearly as it is likely to be."
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Chapter 16 | Quotes from pages 279-290

1. The lamp of science, properly grasped and directed, can shine its rays into the very

heart of darkness.

2. It cannot raise the dead, but it can make them speak, accuse and identify the agent of

death.

3. With each solved case, with every confession, we extend our knowledge of the

criminal mind and its methods.

4. There are some things you can’t run from anymore.

5. The power to bear witness to the truth beyond death; the power to avenge the

innocent; the power to terrify the guilty.

6. Let idle talk be silenced. Let laughter be banished.

7. Had we lived, I should have had a tale to tell of the hardihood, endurance and

courage of my companions.

8. These rough notes and our dead bodies must tell the tale.

9. It is up to me, the forensic anthropologist, to catch their mute cries and whispers, and

to interpret them for the living.

10. Here at least is solid, measurable progress. Here I can claim to have made a

difference.



Dead Men Do Tell Tales Discussion Questions

Chapter 1 | Every Day Is Halloween | Q&A

1.Question:

What is the author’s perspective on death as stated in the opening of Chapter 1?

The author, William R. Maples, describes his relationship with death as one that is

devoid of fear, presenting it instead as a familiar and scientifically interesting

phenomenon. He considers death a 'daylit companion' rather than a 'terror of the night'

and expresses that his experiences have rendered him immune to the emotional distress

typically associated with death. Death, for him, is an object of scientific inquiry rather

than something to be afraid of, aligning with the idea that he sees it as a natural process

governed by scientific laws.

2.Question:

How does Maples explain the impact of his childhood experiences on his career

choice?

Maples recounts significant childhood events that shaped his fascination with death and

forensic anthropology. A noteworthy experience involved viewing autopsy photographs

of Bonnie Parker, which he found fascinating at a young age rather than horrifying.

This early exposure to the realities of death and violence, coupled with a strong moral

upbringing marked by tragedy (the death of his father from cancer), fueled his desire to

understand life’s darker aspects accurately and honestly, leading him toward a career in

forensic anthropology.

3.Question:
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What pivotal moment in Maples' education changed his career path towards

anthropology?

Maples describes a crucial turning point during his freshman year at the

University of Texas when he accidentally enrolled in an anthropology course

after failing to secure a spot in biology, which had been his initial intention.

During a conversation with his instructor, Tom McKern, Maples learned

about forensic anthropology, including the possibility of testifying in court

and earning good money doing this work. The conversation sparked his

interest and solidified his desire to pursue a career in this field.

4.Question:

What is the main theme of the author’s narrative regarding the nature

of his work in forensic anthropology?

A recurring theme in the narrative is the pursuit of truth through the

scientific analysis of human remains. Maples emphasizes that forensic

anthropology serves not only legal purposes but also respects the dignity of

the deceased and acknowledges the humanity of both victims and

perpetrators. He insists on the importance of a thorough and compassionate

examination of all human lives, regardless of their circumstances, to uncover

the truth behind their deaths.

5.Question:

How does Maples’ work experience in emergency services contribute to

his views on death and forensic anthropology?

Maples' early work as an ambulance attendant immersed him in the harsh
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realities of death and injury, providing him with firsthand experience of

trauma and mortality. His encounters with mangled bodies and chaotic

accident scenes shaped his understanding of human suffering and reinforced

his commitment to viewing death dispassionately. These experiences

enhanced his resilience and developed a strong investigative instinct, which

he later relied on in forensic anthropology to uncover truth, despite its often

unpleasant nature.

Chapter 2 | Talkative Skulls | Q&A

1.Question:

What is the significance of the cranium presented to the author by Tom McKern,

and what were the initial thoughts regarding its identity?

The cranium presented to the author was significant for multiple reasons. Firstly, it

marked an important moment in the author's career as it was his first experience

providing an analysis that was valued by a colleague in forensic anthropology. The

initial thought regarding its identity was that it belonged to a Mongoloid individual,

possibly Japanese, based on the shape of the palate that caught the author's attention.

This moment demonstrated the importance of accurate anatomical observation and set

the stage for the author's growth as a forensic anthropologist.

2.Question:

How did McKern's analysis of the skull differ from the author's initial

observations, and what conclusions did they ultimately reach?

McKern's analysis differed significantly from the author's initial observations as he
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pointed out several details that the author had missed, such as the glue on the teeth,

scorching on the skull, and the fishing line attachment, suggesting that the cranium had

originally been outside of water and had been intentionally disposed of. They ultimately

concluded that the skull was a trophy from World War II, likely belonging to a Japanese

soldier, which had been discarded after its owner either became disillusioned or died,

leading to the bizarre scenario of it being found tied to a rock at the bottom of a lake.

3.Question:

What role does the author attribute to his previous experiences in the

funeral parlor to his academic challenges?

The author attributes his previous experiences in the funeral parlor to giving

him a unique perspective and resilience to the academic challenges he faced

in graduate school. The gruesome realities he encountered while working in

the funeral industry helped him approach the stresses of academic life with a

mindset that 'it could be worse.' This understanding of mortality and the

human condition provided him with a sense of balance and strength during

demanding times in his academic career.

4.Question:

What was the impact of the television show 'Quincy' on the author's

professional life, particularly regarding perceptions of forensic

anthropology?

The television show 'Quincy' had a mixed impact on the author's

professional life. It sparked a sense of vexation and amusement, as it shaped

public perception of forensic anthropology with its dramatized portrayals of
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medical examiners solving cases with ease and speed. The author expressed

envy over 'Quincy's' seemingly perfect assistant, highlighting the unrealistic

expectation that forensic scientists operate with such proficiency under

pressure. Moreover, he noted incidents where the show took 'dramatic

license,' leading to misunderstandings about forensic practices among the

public and even within the professional community.

5.Question:

How did the author’s first case as a forensic anthropologist develop, and

what conclusions were drawn from the skeletal remains discovered?

The author's first case involved a skeleton found in a swamp in Florida,

which was brought to him by the local sheriff’s deputy. Upon analyzing the

remains, he discovered that the skeleton belonged to a toothless elderly man

who had suffered from a middle ear infection that led to significant bone

erosion. His analysis confirmed a match with a missing local man, thus

identifying the skeleton. The case illustrated how skeletal remains can

provide detailed information about an individual's health and circumstances

leading to death, reinforcing the idea that even moldered remains can

communicate their stories to forensic scientists.

Chapter 3 | “Bolts of Bones” | Q&A

1.Question:

What is described as the environment and atmosphere of the C. A. Pound Human

Identification Laboratory?
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The laboratory is located in Gainesville and has a somewhat unsettling atmosphere, as it

contains numerous skeletons and human remains awaiting identification. The space is

not large but filled with labeled specimen jars, phials, and tables holding various

skeletal remains. The air inside is usually cool, clean-smelling, and chalky, often with

the hint of fresh, wet earth, devoid of decay odor. However, it can sometimes have a

foul smell depending on the condition of the remains being worked on.

2.Question:

How does the author describe the process of decomposition in the

laboratory?

The author explains decomposition as involving two primary processes:

autolysis and putrefaction. Autolysis occurs when the body's digestive juices

begin to break down the gastrointestinal tract after death, while putrefaction

results from bacterial activity, which causes the body to swell as gases

accumulate. This leads to a series of color changes, from green to purple to

black, and results in an overwhelming stench caused by butyric acids. The

graphic descriptions impart the horror of witnessing a decomposing body.

3.Question:

What types of remains and forensic cases are encountered in the

laboratory?

The laboratory houses various types of remains, including full skeletons,

partial skeletons, skulls with bullet holes, and bones of individuals who have

died by various means, including murder and suicide. The author notes the

presence of bones from different conditions, such as those that have been
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burned, boiled, drowned, or desiccated. Each case represents potential

evidence for ongoing court cases and reflects the stories of both victims and

perpetrators.

4.Question:

What security measures are mentioned regarding the laboratory and its

contents?

Security within the laboratory is described as strict and uncompromising.

The laboratory has reinforced security features such as burglar alarms,

motion detectors, and specialized locks that only the staff can access. These

security measures are essential to protect the potentially legally irreplaceable

evidence contained within, ensuring that it cannot be tampered with. Even

maintenance staff are not allowed entry without the presence of the

laboratory’s director.

5.Question:

How does the author approach the emotional impact of working with

fresh bodies compared to skeletons or decomposed remains?

The author reflects on the emotional challenges faced by students working

with fresh bodies, noting that they often identify too closely with these

victims, seeing a mirror of themselves in the lifeless form. This emotional

response is particularly intense, contrasting with their reactions to skeletal or

more severely decomposed remains, which are less relatable. The

psychological element of confronting recent deaths poses a significant

challenge, emphasizing the sensitivity required in dealing with human
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remains.
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Chapter 4 | “The Enfolding Earth” | Q&A

1.Question:

What does Dr. Michael Baden mean when he says 'no burial is forever' in the

context of this chapter?

Dr. Michael Baden's phrase 'no burial is forever' implies that despite the physical act of

burying a body, the inevitability of decomposition and the possibility of future

discovery render burial a temporary state rather than a permanent solution. The chapter

discusses various cases of exhumations, and how bodies can eventually resurface or be

discovered through natural or human activity, challenging the notion of eternal rest that

burial suggests.

2.Question:

How does the preservation condition of buried bodies differ based on their burial

circumstances, as described by the author?

The author explains that the preservation of a buried body is heavily influenced by the

burial container and the surrounding environment. Sealed containers, like caskets, can

provide significant preservation, keeping the body intact for many years, whereas

wooden coffins tend to deteriorate, leading to bone damage. Additionally, he notes that

conditions like being wrapped in textiles or enclosed in plastic can also enhance

preservation, as seen in a case involving a newborn where the soft tissues remained

intact even after ten years of burial.

3.Question:

What key factors contributed to the successful identification of the body in the case
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of the murdered stepfather, and what was the outcome for the girl who killed him?

In the case of the murdered stepfather, the successful identification was

achieved through the correlation of X-rays taken before his death with those

of the recovered remains, confirming the corpse’s identity. Furthermore, the

forensic analysis revealed the direction of the gunshot wound, which

corroborated the girl's account of the incident, allowing the authorities to

believe her story of self-defense against his abuse. Ultimately, the girl was

charged as a youthful offender and placed in a juvenile facility where she

would receive counseling.

4.Question:

Describe the tragic incident involving the drug-related murders known

as the La Belle drug murders. How did the author and his team handle

the excavation of the graves?

The La Belle drug murders involved the kidnapping and subsequent

execution of three Northeastern businessmen by local drug smugglers. The

bodies were found buried in a pit one atop the other, showing evidence of

gunshot wounds and restraints. The author, along with a team including Dr.

Brenda Sigler-Eisenberg, excavated the grave with extreme caution due to

the violent nature of the crime and the ongoing drug-related threats. They

meticulously documented the scene, established a grid for careful

excavation, and ensured that all evidence was preserved while taking

precautions given the dangerous context.

5.Question:
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What challenges and revelations did the author encounter during the

excavation of the septic tank where the remains of the victim were

found?

During the excavation of the septic tank, the author faced the challenge of

working in a hazardous and unsanitary environment while dealing with the

remains of the victim, who had been reported missing for years. The

condition of the body showed contrasting levels of preservation; the

skeletonized remains were identifiable, while the upper parts of the body had

deteriorated significantly due to cockroach activity and the anaerobic

environment. The shocking revelation was the confirmation of the old man's

boast of having killed his son-in-law, ultimately closing a prolonged

investigation into the disappearance, although justice for the old murderer

was never served.

Chapter 5 | Flotsam and Jetsam | Q&A

1.Question:

What key theme does the author explore concerning the act of dismemberment in

murder cases?

The author explores how dismemberment serves a dual purpose: it is not only an act of

violence but also a method that effectively conceals the victim's identity. This brutal act

is presented as one of the most challenging crimes to work on, evoking strong emotions

regarding the loss of identity associated with murder victims.

2.Question:
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How does the author describe the physical challenges and risks involved in the act

of dismembering a body?

The author notes that dismembering a fresh human body is physically

taxing, requiring considerable effort and skill. Tools from hacksaws to

chainsaws are mentioned, and the author expresses awareness of the dangers,

such as slipping and injuring oneself while cutting through tough bone. The

chapter also emphasizes the risk of disease transmission, especially concerns

regarding blood contamination from victims of diseases like AIDS.

3.Question:

What types of tools are commonly associated with dismemberment

according to the author, and what forensic advantages do they provide?

The author discusses the use of tools like hacksaws and chainsaws,

highlighting that hacksaws were historically favored for their availability

and efficiency in cutting through bones. He explains that each tool leaves

distinctive marks on bones, which can aid forensic investigators in tracing

the methods used in dismemberments. For example, hacksaw blades can

leave paint smears identifiable to specific brands, while chainsaw cuts

produce recognizable patterns and often residual oil that can be traced.

4.Question:

Can you summarize a specific case discussed in the chapter that

illustrates the challenges of identifying dismembered remains?

One compelling case involved a surfer whose lower legs were found in

different locations, indicating that he had been dismembered. Despite
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matching calluses on his knees, only these legs were ever found, and

identification was unsuccessful. The investigation revealed common

characteristics in both legs' dismemberment, showcasing the difficulties and

mysteries surrounding dismemberment cases.

5.Question:

How does the author reflect on personal experiences and emotions

related to dismemberment cases throughout this chapter?

The author candidly shares his emotional struggles while dealing with

dismemberment cases, emphasizing the mental toll it takes to visualize the

events from the victim's and thus the murderer's perspective. He describes

the gruesome details of his findings in court and his persistent focus on the

remains rather than the families affected. The chapter culminates with a

sense of vindication when a confession arises following vivid testimony,

illustrating a complex blend of professional duty and personal emotional

response.

Chapter 6 | “When the Sickness Is Your Soul” | Q&A

1.Question:

What societal attitudes toward suicide are discussed in Chapter 6, and how do they

reflect historical beliefs?

Chapter 6 delves into the complex societal attitudes surrounding suicide, emphasizing

its gravitas and the moral implications tied to it across history. The author mentions the

severe religious prohibitions against suicide in Western culture, referencing Dante's
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Inferno where suicides are consigned to a harrowing fate in the seventh circle,

transformed into trees tormented by demonic birds. Additionally, cultural narratives,

such as the reluctant burial of Ophelia in Shakespeare's "Hamlet," underscore a

historical belief in the sinfulness of self-murder, which barred individuals from resting

in hallowed ground. This reflects a long-standing societal discomfort with the act of

suicide, associating it with disgrace and a failure to respect life's sanctity. The narrative

highlights how these attitudes contribute to a broader philosophical contemplation

about life's meaning and the human experience of mortality.

2.Question:

What are some notable historical and modern examples of suicide

provided in the chapter, and what do they reveal about motivations for

such acts?

The chapter presents several poignant historical and modern examples of

suicide that illustrate a range of motivations. Historical instances include

Cato the Younger, who took his life fighting for democratic values, and the

Buddhist monk Thich Quang Due, who self-immolated to protest political

corruption. These heroic suicides serve as acts of defiance or allegiances to a

greater cause, suggesting a nobility in their motivations. In contrast,

contemporary examples include individuals whose suicides stemmed from

personal despair or a wish to relieve burdens from loved ones, such as the

British pathologist Sir Bernard Spilsbury, who selected suicide due to

impaired mental capabilities. This juxtaposition reveals that while some

suicides carry an aura of heroism or sacrifice, many modern cases often arise
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from feelings of hopelessness, social isolation, and a misguided attempt to

resolve personal crises.

3.Question:

What is meant by 'grim humor' in the context of suicide as described in

the text, and how is it exemplified through anecdotes?

'Grim humor' in this context refers to the darkly humorous responses that

forensic professionals, like police and medical examiners, exhibit when

confronted with the absurdities and tragedies of suicide. The chapter

illustrates this through anecdotes, such as the police jokingly attributing

bizarre and complex injuries, like multiple gunshot wounds, as 'must be

suicide.' Such humor serves as a coping mechanism in dealing with the

heavy, often distressing realities they encounter. The narrative details several

cases, including the attorney who shot himself five times in the head and

survived long enough to be tended to in a hospital, exemplifying how absurd

and tragic outcomes can be intertwined, leading professionals to approach

the subject with a blend of seriousness and dark levity.

4.Question:

How does the chapter differentiate between various types of suicides,

particularly in regards to planning and methods?

The chapter categorizes suicides into types based on their execution and

underlying motivations. For instance, it discusses 'deliberate suicides,' where

individuals exhibit careful planning—evidenced by the instructor's method

of electrocution set with a timer or the meticulous arrangements of a young
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woman wanting to avoid disfigurement. These cases reveal a thoughtful

consideration for appearance or convenience for investigators post-mortem.

In contrast, impulsive suicides are depicted as hasty and often tragic

decisions spurred by acute emotional distress, typically resulting in a chaotic

and regretful end, such as an attorney who struggled with a last-ditch effort

to manage his despair before his death. This differentiation underscores the

complexity of suicide, suggesting that motivations can oscillate between a

desire for beauty in death and a reckless escape from suffering.

5.Question:

What challenges do forensic anthropologists face when investigating

suicides, according to the chapter?

Forensic anthropologists encounter numerous challenges when tasked with

suicide investigations. As the chapter highlights, many suicides leave

minimal physical evidence, particularly when bodies are found days or

weeks post-mortem, often reducing to skeletons in remote locations. Since

these scenes may be confused with homicides or accidental deaths,

establishing a clear cause of death can be frustrating. Additionally, findings

are often complicated by the absence of suicide notes, which are rarely

discovered due to deterioration or the time elapsed before remains are found.

Beyond physical evidence, emotional bias can complicate investigations, as

societal stigma around suicide might cloud the neutrality expected in

forensic assessments. The chapter portrays these complexities, emphasizing

the difficulty in seeking clarity amidst ambiguity and societal
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misconceptions surrounding suicide.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Chapter 7 | Outpacing the Fiend | Q&A

1.Question:

What role do forensic anthropologists play in relation to murderers, according to

Chapter 7 of 'Dead Men Do Tell Tales'?

Forensic anthropologists owe a 'dark debt' to murderers because their work is closely

linked with homicide investigations. The chapter describes how forensic science,

particularly in anthropology, has evolved alongside the dark act of murder, as forensic

specialists strive to stay ahead of the criminals who commit such acts. Their work

involves solving difficult cases presented by acts of violence, which ultimately helps

advance the science of forensic anthropology and spreads knowledge about human

remains. The challenges posed by murderers have stimulated the development and

refinement of forensic investigation techniques.

2.Question:

How did the case of Dr. George Parkman influence the evolution of forensic

anthropology in the United States?

The case of Dr. George Parkman, who was murdered by Harvard professor John

Webster, is pivotal in the history of forensic anthropology in America. The

investigation into Parkman's murder involved detailed examinations of his

dismembered remains by anatomists Oliver Wendell Holmes and Jeffries Wyman,

leading to the identification of Parkman through unique features such as his dentures.

This case highlighted the practical application of anatomical science in criminal

investigations, thereby encouraging scholars like Thomas Dwight to pursue careers in

anatomy and anthropology, eventually leading to Dwight's recognition as the father of
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American forensic anthropology.

3.Question:

Describe the significance of the Luetgert case as discussed in Chapter 7.

The Luetgert case is significant because it showcased a groundbreaking

application of forensic anthropology in a legal context. Adolph Luetgert was

charged with murdering his wife, Louisa, and disposing of her body in his

sausage factory's caustic vat. Despite the lack of a complete body (as it had

been dissolved), forensic anthropologist George Dorsey was able to identify

bone fragments found at the scene, proving they were human remains. This

ability to analyze and interpret minimal skeletal evidence established the

validity of forensic anthropology as a science contributing critical evidence

in court, resulting in Luetgert's conviction.

4.Question:

What advancements in forensic anthropology are noted in the chapter

following the groundbreaking murders discussed?

Following the notable cases explored in the chapter, significant

advancements in forensic anthropology emerged, particularly with the

establishment of specialized organizations and publications. The formation

of the physical anthropology section within the American Academy of

Forensic Sciences in 1973 marked a formal recognition of forensic

anthropology as a distinct discipline. Additionally, Wilton Marion

Krogman's publication of 'Guide to the Identification of Human Skeletal

Material' became influential, acting as a foundational text for practitioners
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and aiding in the identification of remains in various cases, including those

of soldiers in conflicts like World War II.

5.Question:

What personal experiences does the author, William R. Maples, share

regarding his involvement in the field of forensic anthropology?

William R. Maples shares that his journey in forensic anthropology began

later in life, particularly influenced by the advancements of the field

established by previous pioneers. In the chapter, he reflects on the

importance of attending annual conventions of the American Academy of

Forensic Sciences, where he found camaraderie and knowledge sharing with

colleagues. Each convention served as an inspiration for innovating new

techniques and ideas. He describes interactions with notable figures in the

field and the development of various case studies, highlighting the

passionate and inquisitive nature of forensic scientists dedicated to

advancing their discipline.

Chapter 8 | Unnatural Nature | Q&A

1.Question:

What is the significance of the skeleton according to the author?

The author, William R. Maples, views the human skeleton as a living record of an

individual's life experiences, encompassing everything from ancestry to various health

conditions. He describes bones as not merely solid and unchangeable structures, but

rather as dynamic entities that undergo constant transformation. This perspective
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underlines the art of forensic anthropology, where the analysis of bones can reveal

intimate details about a person’s life once the flesh has decomposed.

2.Question:

How is the composition of bone explained in the chapter?

Bones consist of two main components: inorganic and organic materials.

The inorganic part primarily includes minerals like calcium carbonate, while

the organic component contains collagen—a protein that provides elasticity

and strength. The author discusses how this balance is crucial for bone

health, noting that diseases such as osteomalacia, osteoporosis, and others

can disrupt this balance, leading to significant changes in bone properties

and structure.

3.Question:

What are some unique characteristics of female skeletons compared to

male skeletons as described by the author?

The author notes that female skeletons tend to be more gracile and smooth

compared to the robust and knobbly characteristics seen in male skeletons.

Specific anatomical traits such as a polished female skull vs. a craggy male

skull are highlighted. The differences are used not only in forensic

anthropology for sexing skeletons but also reflect the impact of lifestyle

changes and physical activities on skeletal structure.

4.Question:

What case does the author recount involving a skeleton found in
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Jacksonville, and what revelation did he make regarding its identity?

In the Jacksonville case, Maples examined a skeleton found with a .22 rifle

and struggling to determine the individual’s identity, which appeared male

based on initial observations. After further analysis of the pelvis, he found

female characteristics. He later discovered a driver’s license in the dried

remnants of a running suit that identified the skeleton as that of a

28-year-old male from the Philippines. This illustrates the complexities and

nuances involved in forensic skeletal analysis.

5.Question:

What unique discovery did Maples make regarding the skeleton of

Joseph Merrick, the 'Elephant Man'?

Maples discovered that many of Joseph Merrick's notable deformities

stemmed not from skeletal abnormalities but from soft-tissue growths. This

was determined through examinations that compared the body cast to the

skeleton. The examination revealed that the significant asymmetry in

Merrick's body did not entirely originate from his bones but was due largely

to soft-tissue conditions affecting his right side, which contained vast bony

growths compared to a relatively normal left side.

Chapter 9 | “A Sunless Place …” | Q&A

1.Question:

What philosophical stance does the author, William Maples, discuss regarding evil

in Chapter 9?
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In Chapter 9 of "Dead Men Do Tell Tales," William Maples references theological

perspectives, particularly citing St. Augustine, who posits that evil does not have

independent existence but rather is the absence of good. This suggests that evil may be

more of a theoretical construct or a state of being rather than a tangible entity. Maples

identifies himself as a scientist rather than a theologian, emphasizing that he has

encountered the physical manifestations of evil (i.e., murder and violence) through his

work, which leaves him grappling with the profound question of the origins of evil

without providing a definitive answer.

2.Question:

How does Maples detail his experiences with investigating murderers

and their methods?

Maples describes his work in forensic pathology, noting the gruesome tools

and methods of murder he has encountered over the years. He emphasizes

that murderers often resort to a wide variety of instruments aside from

traditional weapons like guns and knives, including everyday items such as

meat cleavers, glass bottles, and even frozen food items. This reflects the

unbounded imagination and resourcefulness of human beings when

committing acts of violence. He stresses how common it is to see

straightforward, brutal uses of available objects to perpetrate homicide,

hinting at the psychological elements behind a murderer’s choices.

3.Question:

What case involving child abuse does Maples recount, and what was the

eventual outcome in terms of justice?
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Maples recounts a particularly harrowing case involving a five-year-old girl

who was tortured by her mother and her mother's boyfriend. The child was

subjected to severe punishments including starvation and beatings. After her

death, due to extreme maltreatment, Maples was able to analyze the remains

and debunk initial forensic claims regarding the cause of death, leading to a

revised indictment emphasizing the true nature of her suffering. Despite the

mother entering a plea bargain for a lesser sentence, the specific tormentor,

Don MacDougall, was charged and eventually convicted, demonstrating a

rare instance of justice being served for an innocent victim of horrific child

abuse.

4.Question:

What is the significance of the case involving the skull found in a paint

can, and how did it illustrate forensic investigation challenges?

The case of the skull found in a paint can illustrates the complexities and

challenges faced in forensic investigations, particularly involving the murder

of children. Maples explains the meticulous work he engaged in to analyze

the skull and reconstruct the events leading to the girl's death. His findings,

which indicated that the skull showed signs of having been deliberately

defleshed and boiled, highlighted the sadistic nature of the crime.

Ultimately, despite identifying the cause of death and the nature of the

injuries, the murderer was not apprehended immediately, illustrating the

frustrating reality that many cases, especially those involving children,

remain unresolved even when substantial forensic evidence points to foul
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play.

5.Question:

How does Maples approach the subject of capital punishment in

Florida, and what are his views based on his professional experiences?

In Chapter 9, Maples addresses capital punishment with a nuanced

perspective, emphasizing his humanistic concerns regarding its application.

He expresses admiration for countries that have abolished the death penalty,

indicating a preference for reform over retribution. However, his extensive

experiences with recurring violent offenders lead him to talk about the

potential necessity of capital punishment as a final line of defense against

recidivism. He values lethal injection as the most humane method available,

contrasting it with other more brutal execution methods like electrocution,

hanging, and gas chambers, which can induce prolonged suffering. His

viewpoint reflects an inner conflict between his scientific approach to death

(informed by forensic evidence) and his ethical convictions regarding human

rights and the sanctity of life.
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Chapter 10 | Flames and Urns | Q&A

1.Question:

What is the general atmosphere and process of cremation as described in Chapter

10?

The atmosphere of cremation is depicted as solemn yet strikingly colorful, akin to a

vivid spectacle. The chapter describes how the body undergoes a dramatic

transformation in the retort, where the flames gradually consume all flesh, leaving

behind only the durable bone. As the body combusts, one can observe different colors

in the flames due to various salts and chemicals in the body, resulting in hues of warm

yellows, oranges, blue-green from copper, and purple from potassium. The entire

process can take several hours, depending on factors such as the body’s fat content and

the heat produced. When cremation is complete, what remains are calcined bones that

may twist and blacken initially but fade to white in color.

2.Question:

What role does the author, William R. Maples, play in the cremation process

described, and what experiences does he recount?

William R. Maples, as a forensic anthropologist, engages intimately with the cremation

process. He recounts his personal experience entering a crematorium's retort to inspect

it after a cremation. He describes the environment as cramped and dark, requiring the

use of a flashlight to see. His purpose for entering was to gather evidence and data

related to a lawsuit concerning the cremation process. He meticulously measures bone

fragments and assesses the aftermath of the cremation, demonstrating his role as an

investigator in legal cases involving cremated remains.

3.Question:
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How does cremation affect the remains, and what specific features help forensic

scientists identify the deceased afterward?

Cremation significantly alters the human body, reducing it to ashes and

calcined bone fragments. Despite the extreme heat, some distinct

characteristics—such as race, sex, and approximate age—can still be

identified by a trained osteologist based on the remaining bone structure.

Even after the intense burning, tiny metal objects from surgical procedures,

such as vascular clips or dental posts, may survive. These artifacts, alongside

specific skeletal structures, can help forensic experts confirm the identity of

the deceased, as certain medical devices are unique and can be traced back

through medical records.

4.Question:

What precautions and procedures are described for ensuring the correct

identification of cremains before and after cremation?

To ensure proper identification of cremains, crematories implement a series

of steps. Before cremation, a metal plate with a unique identification number

is attached to the body. This plate can survive the cremation process and

helps trace the remains back to the individual. After cremation, any jewelry

or non-burnable materials are either removed before or during the cremation

process. Additionally, the cremation process is specifically designed to

prevent the mixture of cremains, as only one person's remains are processed

at a time in a single retort. The careful screening of recovered ashes is also

standard to differentiate them from metal remnants or artifacts.

5.Question:
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In what legal contexts does William R. Maples find his expertise sought,

and what is a significant case he recounts?

William R. Maples often finds his expertise sought during legal disputes

involving cremation processes, specifically cases where families allege

mishandling or misidentification of cremains. A significant case he recounts

involved a woman whose cremains were mistakenly found scattered in a

temporary shipping container on a freeway. Her family filed a

multi-million-dollar lawsuit against the cemetery when they discovered the

remains, believing it indicated negligence. Maples led a team of forensic

experts that concluded the cremains in the urn were indeed those of the

woman, while the remains found on the freeway belonged to multiple

unknown individuals. This case highlights the complexities and legal

ramifications surrounding cremation and identification.

Chapter 11 | Death in 10,000 Fragments | Q&A

1.Question:

What were the circumstances surrounding the discovery of the two skeletons in

Chapter 11?

On January 28, 1985, the remains of two calcined human skeletons were found in the

ruins of a burned shack located along I-75, about twenty miles north of Gainesville,

Florida. The shack had been consumed by a fire that left the skeletons so badly burned

they were almost reduced to powder. Alongside one skeleton was an Ithaca Model 37

12-gauge shotgun, whose stock was completely burned away.

2.Question:
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What complexities did Dr. Maples encounter while investigating the

Meek-Jennings case?

The Meek-Jennings case was complex due to a myriad of factors including

the presence of two fires instead of one, the existence of four deaths rather

than two, and the impact of mixed evidence such as multiple fake suicide

notes. As Dr. Maples and his team worked through approximately ten

thousand bone fragments and various personal effects, each piece of

evidence seemed to defy a straightforward interpretation, leading to an

evolving set of mysteries that spanned thousands of miles across the U.S.

3.Question:

How did the dynamics of love and violence play a role in the

Meek-Jennings case?

The Meek-Jennings case described an intertwining of passion and

premeditation, showcasing a relationship fueled by love yet steeped in

violence. Glyde Earl Meek's obsessive love for Page Jennings led him to

commit heinous acts, including the murders of her parents in New

Hampshire before ultimately killing Page herself. Despite professing deep

affection in the suicide notes, the acts described were filled with

manipulation and rage, suggesting a complex psychological portrait of the

killer.

4.Question:

What important pieces of evidence were found at the scene or relevant

to the investigation, and how did they help identify the victims?
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Crucial evidence included the long suicide note found in Meek's Fiat, which

detailed the couple's tragic love story and the motivations behind the

murders, as well as personal items such as clothing belonging to Page

Jennings and Glyde Earl Meek discovered in the trunk of their car.

Furthermore, dental x-rays and an identification of Meek's unique rib bone

and gold filling helped confirm the identities of the skeletal remains found in

the burned cabin, ultimately tying them back to the victims.

5.Question:

What conclusions did Dr. Maples reach regarding the identities of the

skeletons based on the forensic evidence?

After an extensive investigation that spanned eighteen months, Dr. Maples

concluded that the skeletal remains from the burned cabin belonged to Glyde

Earl Meek and Page Jennings. He was able to corroborate this with multiple

pieces of forensic evidence, including the identification of bones, teeth, a

unique rib feature of Meek, and dental records confirming the presence of

Meek's gold filling, thus satisfying the requirements for establishing their

identities and resolving the case.

Chapter 12 | Lost Legions | Q&A

1.Question:

What are the implications of the term 'MIA' as discussed in Chapter 12?

In Chapter 12 of "Dead Men Do Tell Tales," the term 'MIA,' which stands for Missing

in Action, is highlighted as a significant emotional and political issue in the United
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States, particularly concerning soldiers from the Vietnam War. The author discusses

how many Americans still harbor strong feelings and beliefs regarding the existence of

these soldiers, reinforcing the emotional turmoil surrounding their status. This term has

evolved into 'unaccounted for,' but the emotional impact remains unchanged. The

chapter underscores how the unresolved status of these soldiers continues to affect

American foreign policy and relations with Vietnam, even decades after the war. The

author reflects on how this lingering issue has created a 'painful blank' in the American

psyche, making it difficult to fully normalize relations with Vietnam.

2.Question:

What observations did the author make regarding the identification

process at CILHI?

The author, William R. Maples, details his observations during visits to the

Central Identification Laboratory (CILHI) in Hawaii, where American

servicemen's remains are evaluated for identification. He describes the lab as

one of the most modern forensic identification facilities in the world,

emphasizing the care and respect accorded to each set of remains. Each case

is assigned to both an anthropologist and a forensic dentist, who work

independently to reach their conclusions based on the bones and dental

remains available. The author notes the meticulous nature of the

identification process, which includes examining dental records, utilizing a

computer program called CAPMI for cross-referencing dental data, and

validating findings through a rigorous review process involving external

experts. He highlights both the successes and challenges of identifying
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remains, including instances where identifications had to be rescinded due to

insufficient evidence.

3.Question:

How did public perception and conspiracy theories surrounding MIAs

affect families of soldiers?

Chapter 12 addresses the deep-seated public perceptions and conspiracy

theories surrounding MIAs, which often overshadow the factual elements of

the identification process. Many families of soldiers who are unaccounted

for harbor doubts about the military's claims regarding the identifications

made by CILHI. This skepticism sometimes leads to emotional distress and

a persistent search for closure. For example, the chapter recounts the story of

Lieutenant Colonel Hart's widow, who sought independent verification of

her husband's remains after losing faith in the lab's conclusions. This

underscores a recurring theme in the chapter: the emotional toll of

uncertainty and the belief among some families that the government may be

hiding the truth regarding the fate of their loved ones.

4.Question:

What changes and improvements to the identification processes at

CILHI does the author discuss?

The author discusses the significant changes and improvements made to the

identification processes at CILHI following scrutiny and reform initiatives

sparked by investigations into the lab's operations in the mid-1980s. After

conducting a thorough review of the lab, he, alongside other experts,
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identified issues regarding the reliability and scientific standards of

identifications being made. In response, they developed a set of reforms

which included increased oversight, the introduction of civilian consultants,

and a collaborative approach to identification that involves cross-checking

evidence between anthropologists and forensic dentists. The lab later

improved its equipment and the process of returning remains to families, all

aimed at enhancing the integrity and accuracy of the identification of

unaccounted-for servicemen.

5.Question:

What are the implications of using DNA in the future for identifying

unaccounted-for servicemen as mentioned in the chapter?

In the chapter, the author suggests that as the remains recovered grow

smaller and more fragmentary, the identification process will increasingly

rely on DNA analysis compared to traditional forensic methods. The

potential use of DNA could revolutionize the identification process,

providing a faster and more reliable means of confirming identities by

matching DNA from remains to living relatives. However, the author notes

that as of the chapter's writing, CILHI lacks the capacity for large-scale

DNA analysis, indicating the need for CILHI to establish its own dedicated

DNA laboratory. While this could entail significant investment, the author

argues that the costs would be minimal compared to the financial resources

spent during the Vietnam War, indicating both a moral obligation and

practical necessity to identify unaccounted-for servicemen accurately.
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Chapter 13 | The Misplaced Conquistador | Q&A

1.Question:

What were the circumstances surrounding Pizarro's assassination?

Francisco Pizarro was assassinated on June 26, 1541, by a group of conspirators led by

the supporters of his rival, Diego de Almagro. Pizarro had received warnings about the

plot but chose to ignore them, believing he was safe while feigning illness and not

attending mass. During a dinner with about twenty guests, the conspirators stormed into

the governor's palace during a tumult. Pizarro attempted to defend himself but was

ultimately overwhelmed, sustaining multiple stab wounds from swords. His death was

brutal, occurring amidst a chaotic battle as he fought back against his attackers.

2.Question:

How did Francisco Pizarro's life and death reflect the tumultuous nature of the

Spanish conquest of Peru?

Pizarro's life epitomizes the violence and greed of the Spanish conquest. Born

illegitimate and uneducated, he rose to power by force and cunning, conquering the

Inca Empire and amassing immense wealth. His death came at the hands of his own

former allies, illustrating the treacherous nature of the power struggles that followed the

conquest. His ruthless ambition led to immense suffering for the indigenous population

and, ultimately, to his own downfall as rival factions fought over the spoils of conquest,

culminating in his assassination.

3.Question:

Describe the significance of the forensic examination of Pizarro's remains.
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The forensic examination of Pizarro's remains provided crucial evidence supporting

historical accounts of his violent death. The analysis revealed multiple stab wounds

consistent with descriptions of his murder, with injuries to the neck and signs of

defensive wounds, indicating he fought back during the attack. This scientific approach

not only validated historical records but also played a pivotal role in distinguishing

Pizarro’s true remains from a mistaken identity, solving the mystery of which bones

belonged to the conquistador and reinforcing the narrative of his brutal demise.

4.Question:

How did Pizarro's remains come to be misidentified over the centuries?

Pizarro's remains became misidentified due to a series of excavations,

relocations, and historical misunderstandings. Initially buried in a hastily

arranged grave after his assassination, his bones were later moved multiple

times, with claims of identifying his remains uncritically accepted by church

officials. By 1891, a mummified body was exhibited in a stylish

sarcophagus, mistakenly believed to be Pizarro's. It was only in 1977,

through a serendipitous discovery by workmen, that a lead casket marked

with Pizarro’s identity was found, leading to a reevaluation of the remains

that had been incorrectly revered for decades.

5.Question:

What does the author suggest about the nature of historical legacy in the

case of the impostor mummy versus Pizarro?

The author reflects on the transient nature of fame and historical legacy

through the juxtaposition of Pizarro's authentic remains and the impostor
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mummy. While the true Pizarro was a figure of immense historical

significance, the nameless mummy enjoyed public reverence and devotion

despite being a mere relic without the warrior's achievements. This situation

underscores the irony that a person without the impactful life of a notable

historical figure can, through bizarre circumstances, receive more adulation

than the individual who left a lasting legacy, illustrating that historical

memory can be fickle and complex.

Chapter 14 | Arsenic and “Old Rough and Ready” | Q&A

1.Question:

What were the circumstances surrounding the sudden death of President Zachary

Taylor, and how did they impact American history?

President Zachary Taylor died on July 9, 1850, just five days after consuming a large

meal of raw vegetables, fresh cherries, and iced buttermilk, which led to symptoms of

gastroenteritis and acute diarrhea. His abrupt death, occurring at a pivotal time when

tensions were rising over the issue of slavery, meant the loss of a strong character who

could have potentially influenced the nation towards unity or escalated the conflict.

Taylor had advocated for California and New Mexico to be admitted as free states and

had shown willingness to confront pro-slavery factions, making his death a significant

turning point that allowed for a more lenient approach from his successor, Millard

Fillmore, delaying the onset of the Civil War for another decade.

2.Question:

How did Clare Rising's interest in Zachary Taylor lead to the investigation into his
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cause of death, and what were the initial hypotheses regarding his death?

Clare Rising, a Ph.D. graduate and author, became fascinated with Zachary

Taylor's case while researching her historical novel. After learning about the

suspicions surrounding his death, particularly the theory that he might have

been poisoned by proslavery conspirators, she approached Dr. William R.

Maples for assistance in investigating the symptoms Taylor displayed prior

to his death. They discussed the possibility of arsenic poisoning based on his

symptoms of vomiting, abdominal pain, and diarrhea. Rising was persistent

in her pursuit of exhuming Taylor's remains to confirm or disprove this

hypothesis scientifically.

3.Question:

What were the challenges and ethical considerations involved in

exhuming Zachary Taylor's remains?

Exhuming the remains of a former President posed significant ethical and

logistical challenges. Dr. Maples expressed concerns about the right to

privacy of the deceased, emphasizing that such actions should only occur for

compelling reasons that justify disturbing the grave. Furthermore, the

exhumation required permission from Taylor's surviving family members,

which Rising successfully obtained. There was also apprehension regarding

potential media frenzy and public controversy, given the historical

significance of the investigation into whether Taylor had been murdered,

which was viewed with skepticism by some in the media.

4.Question:
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What scientific methods were employed during Taylor's exhumation and

analysis, and what conclusions were drawn regarding arsenic

poisoning?

During the exhumation, Dr. Maples and his team documented the remains,

collected samples, and examined the condition of the lead casket which

housed Taylor's skeleton. They utilized forensic techniques to gather

samples of hair, nails, and osseous material. The samples were then analyzed

for arsenic levels at two laboratories. The results conclusively indicated that

the arsenic found was at levels typical for someone living in the 19th century

and not sufficient to have caused his death. Thus, it was determined that

Taylor died of natural causes, likely exacerbated by medical practices of the

time, rather than from poisoning.

5.Question:

What was the aftermath of the investigation into Zachary Taylor's

death, and how did it affect his historical legacy?

Following the investigation, the media attention shifted from the sensational

notion of murder back to the reality of Taylor's natural death. The findings

reestablished Taylor's historical narrative as a dedicated military leader and

president who was committed to the Union. However, despite the resolution

of the poisoning theory, Clare Rising's work remained largely unpublished,

and many people continued to overlook Taylor's contributions in favor of

less significant figures like Millard Fillmore. Ultimately, Taylor's legacy was

reaffirmed as a man of integrity who faced substantial national challenges,

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


although he still lacks recognition in contemporary discussions about

presidential history.

Chapter 15 | The Tsar of All the Russias | Q&A

1.Question:

What notable historical event does Chapter 15 of 'Dead Men Do Tell Tales'

describe?

Chapter 15 details the execution of Tsar Nicholas II and his family, which took place on

the night of July 16-17, 1918, in a basement room in Ekaterinburg. The chapter

describes how a Bolshevik death squad, led by Commander Jacob Yurovsky, shot the

Tsar, Tsarina Alexandra, their five children, and a few servants as part of the Bolshevik

regime's efforts to eliminate the former imperial family.

2.Question:

What was the significance of the location (Ekaterinburg) in the context of this

event?

Ekaterinburg became notorious as the site of the execution of the Romanovs, marking it

as a pivotal moment in the history of Soviet communism. It was termed the 'Golgotha

of Soviet Communism' by the author, symbolizing its grim role in the suppression of

the monarchy and the violent establishment of the Bolshevik state. Furthermore, the

city was remote enough that the actions taken there remained secret for decades.

3.Question:

What difficulties did the executioners face in disposing of the bodies, according to

the narrative?
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The executioners initially attempted to hide the bodies by cremating them in an

abandoned mineshaft, but the bodies were hard to burn completely due to bloating and

the presence of valuable jewels sewn into the victims' clothing which acted like armor.

Furthermore, as the White Army advanced, they were forced to rebury the corpses

hastily. The chaos caused by the surrounding conflicts and the executioners'

drunkenness further complicated their grim task.

4.Question:

What evidence eventually led experts to conclude that the remains found

in the shallow grave likely belonged to the Romanov family?

The forensic examination of the skeletons revealed details such as distinctive

dental work consistent with known dental history of the Tsarina and her

daughters, gunshot wounds consistent with the described manner of

execution, and items like bullets and ropes found with the remains that

matched descriptions from historical accounts. Additionally, DNA analysis

later confirmed a familial link to the British royal family, further solidifying

the identification of the remains as belonging to the Romanovs.

5.Question:

How did the author address the rumors and claims surrounding the

survival of Anastasia and Alexei?

The author, William R. Maples, expressed skepticism towards claims that

Anastasia and her brother Alexei survived the execution. He cited various

elements, including the conditions of the bodies, the urgency of their burial,

and contemporary accounts from executioners like Yurovsky, who reported
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burning bodies. He pointed out that it seemed unlikely for them to have

survived given Alexei's hemophilia and the circumstances of their violent

deaths.
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Chapter 16 | “These Rough Notes and Our Dead Bodies …” | Q&A

1.Question:

What significant events are described in Chapter 16 of 'Dead Men Do Tell Tales'?

Chapter 16 details the disturbing case of five young students murdered in Gainesville,

Florida, in August 1990. It outlines the extreme violence of the crimes, including

excessive stab wounds and mutilations, and describes the fear that gripped the campus

community, leading many students to flee Gainesville. The chapter discusses the trial of

Danny Harold Rolling, the self-confessed murderer, and emphasizes the role of forensic

science in connecting him to the crime through DNA evidence and analysis of the

murder weapon.

2.Question:

Who were the victims of the Gainesville murders, and what were the

circumstances of their deaths?

The victims were four young women and one man: Sonja Larson (18), Christi Powell

(17), Christa Hoyt (18), and Tracy Paules (23), all students in the Gainesville area.

They were brutally murdered within a short time frame, suffering a total of sixty-one

stab wounds among them, with one victim being beheaded. The chapter reflects on the

brutality of the killings and the subsequent impact on the community, which was

shrouded in terror and fear.

3.Question:

How did the forensic investigation contribute to the prosecution of Danny Rolling?

The forensic investigation played a crucial role in the prosecution of Danny Rolling.
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Forensic anthropologist Dr. William Maples examined the bones of the victims,

revealing specific details about the murder weapon through the wounds on the skeletal

remains. He identified the characteristics of the knife used, which was later likened to a

Marine Corps utility knife, known as a Ka-Bar. This forensic evidence, combined with

DNA found at the crime scenes, significantly bolstered the case against Rolling.

4.Question:

What insights does Dr. Maples provide about the power and significance

of forensic science?

Dr. Maples emphasizes that forensic science reveals critical truths about

violent crimes, allowing the dead to 'speak' through their remains. He asserts

that the discipline has the capability to identify criminals and provide some

measure of closure to victims' families. He highlights the value of forensic

anthropology in solving crimes and calls for increased support and resources

for the field, lamenting the lack of adequate funding and opportunities for

students entering this profession.

5.Question:

What are Dr. Maples' thoughts on the future of forensic anthropology

and the challenges it faces?

Dr. Maples expresses concerns about the future of forensic anthropology,

particularly regarding the lack of funding for academic programs and the

recruitment of qualified professionals. He notes that while there is a

consistent demand for forensic experts due to rising crime rates, academic

institutions are often reluctant to support such programs. He worries about
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the sustainability of forensic anthropology as a discipline and stresses the

need for more resources to train new practitioners who can address the

ongoing challenges in the field.


