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About the book

"Do They Hear You When You Cry" by Fauziya Kassindja is a compelling

memoir that delves into the harrowing journey of a young woman fleeing the

brutal realities of female genital mutilation in her native Togo. Kassindja's

poignant narrative transcends the personal to highlight the universal

struggles against cultural oppression and the fight for human rights, drawing

readers into her experience of vulnerability, resilience, and the desperate

pursuit of freedom. As she navigates the perilous path of seeking asylum in

the United States, her story becomes a powerful testament to the strength of

the human spirit and the urgent need for a global dialogue on gender-based

violence. Through her eyes, readers are invited to confront the stark realities

many face and to consider the ways in which compassion and activism can

bring about transformative change.
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About the author

Fauziya Kassindja is a prominent human rights advocate and author, best

known for her courageous memoir, "Do They Hear You When You Cry,"

which chronicles her harrowing journey as a young woman fleeing the brutal

practice of female genital mutilation (FGM) and the oppressive political

climate in her native Togo. After facing severe persecution, Kassindja sought

asylum in the United States, where she became a powerful voice against

FGM and gender-based violence, using her experiences to raise awareness

about the plight of women around the world. Her advocacy extends beyond

literature; she has worked with various organizations to address issues of

women's rights, immigration, and social justice, making her a significant

figure in contemporary discussions surrounding human rights.
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Chapter 1 Summary: Prison

In "Do They Hear You When You Cry", Fauziya Kassindja vividly recounts

 her harrowing experience of imprisonment and the quest for asylum in

America. The narrative unfolds within the confines of a prison cell where

Kassindja, reflective and introspective, finds solace in her faith through

prayer, particularly during the Salat adh-Dhuhr. This routine is abruptly

interrupted by the announcement of a visitor, which signifies a flicker of

hope amidst the stark grimness of her situation.

1. Life in Prison: Kassindja provides a poignant glimpse into prison life,

 starkly contrasting it with her memories of home in Togo, where her family

traditions and her parents provided her with love and security. The memories

of her mother fasting for her birthday evoke a sense of longing and loss,

especially given her current isolation and the harsh environment of York

County Correctional Facility.

2. Cultural Trauma and Traditions: The narrative exposes the traumatic

 cultural practices that drove her to flee Togo. Kassindja shares her fears

surrounding the brutal tradition of female genital mutilation, known as

kakia, which was to be inflicted upon her as part of an arranged marriage to

a significantly older man. This haunting background establishes the stakes of

her desperate journey to find safety in America.
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3. The Struggle for Justice: As a refugee seeking asylum, Kassindja

 faces tremendous challenges within the American judicial system, where

her experiences are met with cruelty rather than compassion. Despite her

attempts to seek medical care and necessary support, she remains subject to

dehumanizing treatment and neglect. The repetition of her harrowing

experiences in multiple prisons highlights a systemic issue where the

vulnerable are often overlooked.

4. Isolation and Despair: As she awaits her legal team, Kassindja

 grapples with increasing despair and physical ailment. The prison routine

strips away her sense of identity, leaving her feeling weak and forgotten. The

disconnect from the outside world and the everyday dismissals of her plight

exacerbate her feelings of hopelessness. Kassindja finds herself at a crucial

juncture, contemplating whether to remain in this cruel limbo or to return to

Togo, fully aware of the dangers that may await her there.

5. Agency and Decision: Ultimately, Kassindja's internal struggle

 reaches a turning point as she decides to take her destiny into her own

hands. Despite the assurances of her legal team that they are fighting for her

freedom, she reflects on her own needs and desires, leading her to

communicate a controversial wish to return to Togo. This decision reflects

her urgency to escape her circumstances, illustrating the profound impact of

her prolonged suffering on her psyche.
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Through Kassindja’s compelling narrative, the reader is drawn into a world

marked by cultural clash, resilience, and the heartbreaking quest for safety

and self-determination. The emotional depth of her account serves as a

powerful commentary on the broader issues of gender-based oppression and

the complexities of seeking refuge in a foreign land.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Power of Faith in Adversity

Critical Interpretation: As you navigate through life’s tumultuous

moments, let Kassindja's resolute faith in the midst of despair inspire

you. Her moments of prayer during the bleakest times reveal a

profound truth: even in the darkest corners of our existence, there lies

a flicker of hope. By embracing your beliefs or values—whatever they

may be—you can cultivate a source of strength that helps you endure

challenges and find clarity. Her journey reminds you that no matter

how isolated or overwhelmed you may feel, a quiet moment of

reflection can reconnect you to your purpose and guide you toward

resilience, illuminating the path forward.
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Chapter 2 Summary: Home

In Chapter 2 of "Do They Hear You When You Cry," Fauziya Kassindja

 reflects on her longing for home amidst the backdrop of her experiences in

Togo. Her yearning to return to Kpalime, a small town in Togo renowned for

its serene atmosphere and natural beauty, underscores the deep emotional

significance of home. This summary encapsulates the essence of her

connection to Kpalime, the delineation of cultural identity, and social

dynamics within her community.

1. Sense of Home and Identity: Kassindja expresses an urgent need to

 reconnect with her origins before she completely forgets her past, family,

and cultural identity. Home represents not just a physical place but a vital

connection to her family, particularly her parents, who have experienced

their own losses. The emotional weight of her heritage and the fear of losing

her identity form the crux of her narrative.

2. Geographical Context of Kpalime: Kpalime, a town nestled within

 mountains in southwestern Togo, is depicted as a peaceful juxtaposition to

the bustling capital, Lomé. It is characterized by its temperate climate, heavy

rainfall, lush landscapes, and proximity to significant features like Mount

Ago and Akloa Falls. Kassindja emphasizes the natural beauty surrounding

Kpalime and the intimate relationship the community shares with their

environment.
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3. Cultural Overview of Togo: Kassindja provides insights into the

 diverse ethnic makeup of Togo, mentioning several tribes such as the Ewe

and Kabye. She highlights the differences in religious practices among the

tribes, with Ewe practicing voodoo and Kabye adhering to Christianity.

Kassindja's own roots in the Muslim Tchamba and Koussountu tribes

represent a unique intersection of cultural identity and tradition, illustrating

how deep-seated tribal affiliations often overshadow a national identity.

4. Socioeconomic Conditions: The socio-economic landscape in Kpalime

 is marked by a stark contrast between the lifestyles of the wealthy and the

poor. Kassindja’s family lives comfortably compared to her neighbors, yet

they still grapple with the realities of poverty that envelop many in the

community. Market days serve as both an economic lifeblood and a social

hub, where the act of bargaining becomes a communal activity rather than

merely transactional.

5. Family Life and Community Dynamics: Kassindja paints a vivid

 picture of family life within her household. Her dependence on her family's

social structures and religious traditions comes through, particularly as she

describes her relationships with household staff and family members. In

Kpalime, communal ties are essential; people rely on each other for

assistance, reinforcing the sense of belonging and interdependence.
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6. Religious Practices: The role of Islam in her life is prominently

 featured, especially the call to prayer that resonates through her community.

Kassindja describes how religious practices meld with daily routines,

emphasizing a sense of spiritual connection. This illustrates how deeply

ingrained faith is woven into the cultural tapestry of Kpalime.

7. Personal Reflections and Experiences: Through descriptions of her

 home and interactions with her neighboring community, Kassindja's

narrative conveys a profound love for her heritage and surroundings. She

details typical life in Kpalime, from market encounters to familial

interactions, and shares her mindful observations of the natural world,

reinforcing her affinity for both her people and their way of life.

In essence, this chapter serves as a powerful exploration of home as a

complex emotional, geographical, and cultural construct, highlighting the

multifaceted identity of its people, the intricate relationships within families,

and the impact of societal structures on everyday life. Kassindja's longing

for Kpalime not only speaks to her personal story but also resonates with

universal themes of belonging and the indelible ties to one's roots.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Power of Home and Identity

Critical Interpretation: As you navigate through life, let Kassindja’s

poignant longing for Kpalime remind you of the profound significance

of home in shaping who you are and where you come from. Take a

moment to reflect on your own roots and the experiences that have

molded your identity. In a world that often pressures us to assimilate

or conform, embrace the rich tapestry of your heritage — the

memories, cultures, and traditions that define you. Allow this

connection to guide your journey, grounding you during turbulent

times, and enriching your perspective as you cultivate a sense of

belonging both within yourself and in your community.
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Chapter 3: Yaya and Amariya

Fauziya Kassindja’s account in Chapter 3 of "Do They Hear You When You

 Cry" reveals a profound exploration of her childhood, family legacy, and

the upheavals caused by her father's death. The chapter opens with a

nostalgic reflection on her happy childhood in Kpalime, where her family

life stood in stark contrast to that of others around them—though she was

initially unaware of those differences. Kassindja conveys how the tragedy of

her father's passing altered her world irrevocably, bringing a deep sense of

loss.

1. Visions of Love and Loss: A poignant dream depicts her father,

 Muhammad Kassindja, visiting her in prison, symbolizing an enduring bond

that transcends death. In this dream, he reassures her that everything will be

okay, showcasing his nurturing spirit. However, upon waking, she is faced

with the harsh reality of his absence, which triggers an intense wave of grief.

2. Family Dynamics and Cultural Identity: The chapter provides a rich

 backdrop of her father's life, touching on his lineage and the significance of
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Chapter 4 Summary: Daily Life

In this chapter, the author, Fauziya Kassindja, offers an intimate glimpse

 into her early childhood, primarily through her unique experiences within

her family. The narrative highlights her feelings of belonging, her

relationship with her parents and siblings, and the societal expectations that

shape their lives.

1. Living Arrangements: As the youngest child in her family, the author

 describes the small, humble living conditions she faced. Initially sleeping

on a rubber mat, she often sneaked into her mother's bed when her mother

was out of the room. The warmth and comfort of the bed provided solace,

though she remained oblivious to the complexities of adult relationships.

2. Family Dynamics: The family structure is characterized by clear roles

 defined by cultural norms. The author’s mother, referred to as Amariya,

carries the weight of religious and household management, often waking

everyone for prayers at dawn. Despite her father's status as the head of the

family, it is evident that the mother provides the spiritual leadership,

reminding each family member of their responsibilities.

3. Childhood Responsibilities and Interactions: The author paints her

 siblings in vivid strokes, highlighting their varying personalities and roles

within the family. Ayisha, the eldest sister, assumes a nurturing role, guiding
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the author through daily routines, while Narhila, known for her vanity,

leverages her beauty to captivate attention. In contrast, Shawana shares a

profound love for learning, supporting the author academically, showcasing

a strong bond of sisterhood.

4. Sibling Rivalries and Friendships: The chapter illustrates the rivalry

 between the author and her sister Narhila, characterized by playful

interactions and bickering. This sibling dynamic unfolds against the

backdrop of their upbringing, accentuating their individual traits and the

contrasting ways they embrace or rebel against familial expectations.

5. Identity and Cultural Expectations: The author reflects on her

 cultural context, particularly the societal pressures on women to bear

children, contrasting her mother's status within the family with her sisters'

varied aspirations. The narrative evokes a sense of the responsibilities placed

upon women in her society, where success is often measured through

motherhood and family size.

6. Personal Growth and Relationships: Throughout the chapter, the

 author emphasizes her learning experiences with her siblings. Each sister

provides different lessons—whether in the realm of hard work, beauty, or

intellectual curiosity—illustrating how their individual relationships shape

her growing identity.
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Through these experiences, Fauziya Kassindja intricately weaves a narrative

that reflects on love, rivalry, cultural expectations, and the formative

experiences that shape a young girl's understanding of herself and her place

within her family and society. These interactions create a mosaic of familial

bonds, where affection and tension coexist, offering a rich portrayal of her

early life.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of familial relationships in personal

growth

Critical Interpretation: Imagine yourself in the midst of your family

dynamics, where each interaction, whether playful bickering with a

sibling or quiet moments of comfort with a parent, shapes who you are

and who you will become. Like Fauziya, you find that every lesson

learned—about patience, ambition, and empathy—springs from the

diverse personalities that surround you. The message that resonates

from this chapter is powerful: embrace the complexity of your familial

bonds, for they are not just part of your past, but a guiding force in

your journey toward understanding your identity and place in the

world. In the dance of rivalry and love, you discover profound insights

about yourself, and it motivates you to nurture those relationships that

push you toward personal growth.
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Chapter 5 Summary: Favorite

In Chapter 5 of "Do They Hear You When You Cry" by Fauziya Kassindja,

 the narrative unfolds as a reflection of the author's childhood experiences

and the complex dynamics within her family, particularly focusing on her

relationship with her father and siblings. 

1. Sibling Rivalry and Relationships: The chapter begins with Fauziya

 describing her playful yet tumultuous interactions with her brother, Baba.

Their antics, which include mischief such as stealing and hiding possessions,

illustrate a complex rivalry for their father Yaya's attention. Fauziya

acknowledges that while Baba seeks validation from Yaya, she holds a

special place in their father's heart. This sibling rivalry is laced with humor

but also hints at deeper insecurities and the desire for parental affection.

2. Cultural Significance of Names: Fauziya's birth is framed as a

 significant event in her family, believed by her mother to bring luck to her

father. The choice of her name—Fauziya, meaning Supreme

Success—symbolizes the expectations placed upon her from an early age.

This cultural significance resonates throughout the chapter, as her father

expresses immense pride and affection for her, bolstering her sense of

identity.

3. Father-Daughter Bond: A strong emphasis is placed on the bond
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 between Fauziya and her father. The interactions they share, from the rituals

of his return home to the playful fashion shows where she models his

clothes, illuminate a special connection marked by affection and mutual

admiration. Her father, Yaya, is depicted as nurturing and protective, even to

the extent of limiting her participation in strenuous activities due to her

asthma.

4. Educational Aspirations: Education is a recurrent theme, reflecting

 the beliefs of Fauziya's parents about the importance of learning for both

genders. Despite societal norms that prioritize boys' education, her parents

challenge these expectations by supporting their daughters' schooling, which

is rooted in their Islamic values. Yaya is portrayed as particularly

progressive, valuing education as a means for empowerment and

independence, and aspiring for Fauziya to succeed academically and

personally.

5. Hope and Resilience: The chapter conveys a sense of optimism and

 the resilience of the family structure. Even during difficult times, like her

father's asthma attacks, humor prevails within the family, showcasing their

ability to rally around each other. This love and support form the bedrock of

Fauziya's upbringing, underpinning her character development and future

endeavors.

The narrative not only serves as a testament to familial bonds but also
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encapsulates the cultural and societal challenges faced by girls in her

community. It highlights the significance of nurturing relationships, the

pursuit of knowledge, and the impact of parental support on a child's growth

and identity. Through Fauziya's eyes, readers gain insight into a world where

love, rivalry, and ambition intertwine, shaping her into the person she is

destined to become.
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Chapter 6: Muslim Family Life

In this chapter from "Do They Hear You When You Cry," the author,

 Fauziya Kassindja, reflects on her upbringing and the pivotal moments that

shaped her identity within her family and community. Through her

experiences, she illustrates the significance of education, faith, and cultural

traditions, all while emphasizing her father's influence and the dynamics of

her Muslim family life.

1. Educational Environment and Father-Daughter Bond: Fauziya shares

 how her father, a practical and nurturing figure, encouraged her educational

pursuits. He instilled in her the belief that while achievements are

commendable, there is always room for improvement. This drive motivated

her to excel not just in her studies but in her growth as an individual. Writing

letters for her father’s friends served as a method for her to hone her

language skills, leading to moments of triumph when she received praise

from his peers.

2. Family Dynamics Among Siblings: The author's family life reveals the
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Chapter 7 Summary: Muslim Girl

In Chapter 7 of "Do They Hear You When You Cry" by Fauziya Kassindja,

 the author recounts a pivotal moment in her life marked by her baptism into

Islam, reflecting on the cultural and religious context that shaped her

upbringing. This chapter highlights a blend of traditional and modern values

instilled by her parents, particularly her father's nuanced perspective on their

Islamic faith and their cultural heritage.

1. The joyous occasion of her baptism filled the community with pride,

especially among women, who saw it as a rite of passage for a good Muslim

girl. Fauziya felt the weight of the Qur'an she received as a gift,

understanding her responsibility to engage with it daily, as emphasized by

her teacher.

2. Fauziya describes her family dynamic, where modern influences intersect

with cultural expectations. While her household allowed for casual clothing

at home, modesty was maintained outside, reflecting a balance between

tradition and contemporary freedoms. Her father's modernity and

commitment to Islam prevented them from rigidly conforming to

conservativism, allowing them to explore their identities as both modern

women and devout Muslims.

3. Education regarding behavior and the tenets of Islam was paramount in
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her upbringing. The teachings she and her sisters received in madrasah

included not only the importance of prayer and fasting but also the

significance of chastity and the implications of womanhood. The malam’s

lessons on menstruation and the responsibilities that accompanied it

conveyed the seriousness of moral conduct, marking the transition from

childhood to adulthood.

4. The rituals associated with menstruation, prayers, and social interactions

reinforce a sense of religious identity. Women’s roles in relation to prayer

and marriage are expounded upon, painting a comprehensive picture of

expectations that govern their lives. The responses to topics such as sex vary

within a religious framework, encompassing sacredness within marriage

while condemning premarital relations and abortions as grave sins.

5. Discussions regarding polygamy present a conflicted understanding of

marital dynamics. The malam's insights reveal a tension between permissible

practices and personal feelings, highlighting the difficulties for women

within such arrangements. Fauziya’s witnessing of the chaos stemming from

polygamous households further solidified her aversion to such a lifestyle,

sparking her youthful disdain for the complexities of adult relationships.

6. Acknowledging societal precepts, Fauziya grapples with the expectations

of femininity and the roles dictated by her culture. While she is instructed on

how to behave as a Muslim woman, she struggles to reconcile these
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teachings with her own desires and the relationships around her, marking the

complexities of growing up in a society with deeply entrenched cultural

norms regarding gender and sexuality.

In essence, this chapter encapsulates Fauziya's formative experiences and the

contextual complexities of gender, religion, and culture she navigates,

ultimately shaping her understanding of herself as a Muslim woman.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Importance of Balancing Tradition and Modernity

Critical Interpretation: Reflecting on Fauziya's experience with her

family's approach to faith and cultural expectations can inspire you to

navigate your own life with a sense of balance. Embrace the traditions

that enrich your identity while remaining open to modern values that

can foster your growth and self-expression. This lesson encourages

you to honor your roots but also empowers you to redefine your

personal beliefs and practices, making them relevant to your

contemporary life. As you honor your own journey, remember that

weaving together the old and the new can lead to a more profound

understanding of who you are and what you stand for.
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Chapter 8 Summary: Weddings

In Chapter 8 of "Do They Hear You When You Cry" by Fauziya Kassindja,

 the narrative delves into the author's reflections on love, marriage, and the

cultural practices surrounding weddings in her community. The chapter is

rich in detail, offering a vivid portrayal of emotions, customs, and the

experiences of growing up within a traditional Muslim society.

The author begins by recalling her childhood views on love, expressing a

strong aversion to romance and relationships, which contrasts sharply with

her friend Ayisha, who eventually embraces love and marriage. This

evolution highlights the differences in their experiences as they transition

from childhood to adulthood. The author reflects on missed opportunities for

romantic feelings, particularly with a boy named Aziz, who moves away,

leaving her with a sense of longing for love she has yet to experience.

Weddings, a centerpiece of the narrative, are depicted as grand communal

celebrations filled with joy, laughter, and elaborate traditions. The author

describes the preparations leading up to Ayisha's wedding, which involves

both families and the wider community. The chapter explains how Muslim

marriages often lack dating; instead, relationships form through family

introductions and careful courtship, emphasizing the importance of familial

approval and cultural customs.
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Throughout the wedding festivities, lasting four days, the atmosphere is one

of joyful anticipation. Traditional rituals, such as the bride’s ceremonial

bathing and the vibrant dancing by women, showcase the cultural

significance of the wedding day. The festivities are seen as a collective

experience, shared amongst close family and the community, where the

bride is celebrated and showered with love and gifts.

The author’s sentiments shift as she witnesses Ayisha’s transformation into a

bride, moving from amazement at her sister's beauty to deep emotional

sorrow as Ayisha departs for her new life. This departure signifies not just a

physical relocation but also the emotional connection between sisters and the

inevitability of growing up and moving on.

Overall, the chapter captures the interplay between individual feelings

toward love and marriage, and the rich tapestry of traditions that shape these

experiences in the author's culture. It both acknowledges the joy of weddings

and hints at the complexities of love, family, and identity that will continue

to resonate in the author's life.

Aspect Summary

Title Chapter 8 of "Do They Hear You When You Cry"

Author Fauziya Kassindja

Main Themes Reflections on love, marriage, cultural wedding practices
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Aspect Summary

Childhood Views Author had an aversion to romance, contrasting with friend Ayisha
who embraced love

Missed
Opportunities Longing for unexperienced love, particularly for a boy named Aziz

Wedding
Celebrations Grand communal events with joy, fun, and cultural traditions

Ayisha's
Wedding

Detailed preparations involve families and community, with a focus
on tradition over dating

Duration Festivities last four days, filled with joy and traditional rituals

Cultural
Significance

Highlighted through rituals like the bride's ceremonial bathing and
communal dancing

Emotional
Transformation

Shift in author’s feelings from admiration of Ayisha to sorrow over
her departure

Overall
Reflection

Interplay of individual feelings towards love and how traditions
shape identity and experiences
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Chapter 9: Strife

In this poignant chapter of "Do They Hear You When You Cry," Fauziya

 Kassindja reveals the complexities of family dynamics within her culture,

rooted in a profound emphasis on familial ties, respect, and the conflicts that

can arise from differing values and beliefs. 

1. The Meaning of Family: In Kassindja’s culture, family is defined

 expansively, encompassing not just immediate relatives but also extended

family, friends, and even acquaintances. Each person is connected through

blood, tribe, or marital ties, with terms of endearment expressing emotional

bonds that go beyond mere biological connections. 

2. Familial Conflict: The chapter vividly details the strained relationship

 between Kassindja’s parents and her paternal relatives, particularly her aunt

Hajia Mamoud and uncle Malam Mouhamadou. Their constant clashes stem

from their rigid adherence to tradition, contrasting sharply with her father's

unorthodox choices, including marrying outside their tribe and rejecting

practices such as female circumcision.
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Chapter 10 Summary: Tragedy

In Chapter 10 of "Do They Hear You When You Cry" by Fauziya Kassindja,

 the narrative unfolds against a backdrop of personal and family turmoil,

highlighting both universal themes of loss and the complex dynamics of

familial relationships. As the chapter begins, Fauziya recalls a pivotal

moment when Asana, a family friend, is brought home after a traumatic

experience, marking the beginning of significant changes within the

household. This incident sets off tension between Fauziya's father and his

brother, leading to a permanent rift that draws in the tribal elders in hopes of

reconciliation, though her father remains resolute in his refusal to forgive.

1. Transition to Boarding School Life  

Fauziya embarks on a new chapter by attending St. Prosper's College in

Ghana, a decision prompted by her academic achievements and her father’s

aspirations for her future. Initially filled with excitement and high

expectations, she quickly finds herself overwhelmed by the stark reality of

boarding school life, characterized by isolation and the harshness of

communal living conditions. Her anxiety escalates as she navigates

unfamiliar social dynamics and a demanding academic schedule that takes a

toll on her health.

2. Formation of Bonds and Navigating Hardship  
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Despite initial struggles, Fauziya manages to form friendships with

classmates, particularly with Lisa and Okasha, who help her adapt to this

new environment. Their connections highlight the importance of

companionship in overcoming feelings of loneliness and fear.

Simultaneously, her father remains an unwavering supporter, visiting often

and encouraging her dedication to her studies. His attentiveness underscores

a strong father-daughter bond, which serves as a foundation for Fauziya’s

resilience during challenging times.

3. Family Tragedy and its Aftermath  

A sudden telegram delivers devastating news: Fauziya's father has died. The

devastation strikes hard, as she and her brother, Babs, grapple with the

reality of their loss upon returning home. Fauziya's description of the chaotic

emotions during their hurried return, juxtaposed with her last conversation

with her father, paints a vivid picture of her grief. The finality of his absence

leaves a significant void not just in their lives but within their home, which

feels emotionally barren without his presence.

4. Rituals of Mourning and Shift in Family Dynamics  

The funeral and subsequent gatherings reveal the profound respect and love

the community held for her father, while also shedding light on the
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complexities of familial expectations and traditions tied to mourning. Amid

this communal grief, interactions with relatives become a stark reminder of

changing family dynamics; her uncle's cold counsel after the ceremony

starkly contrasts with the warmth previously provided by her father,

highlighting the shifting landscape of her family life.

5. Closing Reflections on Loss and Change  

As she navigates her father’s death, Fauziya is faced with an emotional

rollercoaster—a fusion of cherished memories mixed with the fresh pain of

grief. Her uncle’s harsh words symbolize the transition into a world where

her father's nurturance was replaced by a lack of compassion from other

family members. This moment marks the beginning of a long-term impact

on Fauziya and her siblings, forcing them to confront their own identities

and roles within a now complicated family structure.

Through rich detail and emotional depth, Kassindja’s narrative in this

chapter illustrates the turmoil and transformation that follows a significant

loss, encapsulating the heartache, resilience, and evolving familial

relationships that accompany such profound life changes.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of forming supportive relationships during

times of hardship.

Critical Interpretation: In navigating the tumultuous waters of loss and

personal growth, think about the bonds you cultivate in your own life.

Like Fauziya, when faced with overwhelming challenges, it's the

friendships, the connections forged in shared anxiety and hope, that

become your lifeline. They remind you that you're not alone in your

struggles—these allies uplift you, lending strength when you feel

depleted. This chapter inspires you to cherish and nurture the

relationships that offer comfort and understanding, encouraging you to

reach out and support others as they navigate their own hardships.

Embrace the power of community and connection; it is in these

moments of solidarity that you discover your resilience and ability to

rise above.
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Chapter 11 Summary: Nightmare

In the anguished aftermath of her father's death, Fauziya Kassindja

 experiences profound grief as she returns to school, torn between her

responsibilities and her emotional upheaval. Her sorrow is compounded by

the absence of her mother, who has been largely withdrawn since the

passing. As she tries to focus on her studies, memories of her father linger,

illustrating the pain of loss intertwined with her desire for normalcy.

1. The Transition to School: Fauziya's return to school is marked by an

emotional haze. Despite the pressures to excel academically, her heart

continues to ache for her father. The support of friends, such as Okasha and

Lisa, offers her solace amidst the turmoil, allowing her to navigate the

complexities of mourning.

2. A Shifting Family Dynamic: Upon returning home at the end of the

school year, Fauziya is met with the unsettling reality that her mother has

left for Benin. This revelation plunges her into despair as her relatives,

particularly her aunt Hajia Mamoud, take control of their family’s affairs,

creating an emotionally charged atmosphere that leaves Fauziya feeling

abandoned and rejected.

3. The Struggle Between Honor and Autonomy: The chilling realization that

her aunt and uncle have manipulated tribal laws to remove her mother from
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their home further devastates Fauziya. She grapples with feelings of anger

and betrayal, both toward her relatives’ actions and the cultural practices

dictating her family dynamics and her potential future.

4. Resisting Control: As her aunt begins contemplating marriage for Fauziya

to a well-off man named Ibrahim Ishaq, the girl’s defiance grows. She

unequivocally rejects the notion of marriage, clinging fiercely to her dreams

of completing her education. Despite her aunt's insistence, Fauziya's spirit

remains unyielded as she tries to resist the impending loss of her autonomy.

5. The Chaotic Conflict: The tension between Fauziya and her aunt escalates

as her aunt intensifies her preparation for an impending marriage. Fauziya's

resistance manifests as bitter arguments and rebellion in their household,

pushing her aunt toward increasing authoritarianism. Babs, her younger

brother, feels caught in the crossfire as tensions rise, further isolating

Fauziya in her fight for her future.

6. Despair and Yearning for Freedom: The return to school symbolizes both

a hope for freedom and continued longing for her family. The knowledge

that her mother remains absent serves as a constant reminder of the familial

loss and the struggles embedded in her cultural history. The summer

culminates in Fauziya’s fight against enforced circumcision, a ritual she

associates with the loss of choice in her life.
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7. The Weight of Cultural Expectations: Finally, as September arrives and

her brother leaves for school, the emotional landscape drastically shifts for

Fauziya. Alone and vulnerable yet resolved, she confronts the realities of her

situation. The looming threat of marriage and circumcision becomes a

battleground for her identity and aspirations, highlighting the clash between

cultural heritage and individual desires.

Fauziya's journey illustrates the complexities of grief, familial obligation,

and the relentless pursuit of autonomy in a world shaped by stringent

cultural expectations. Her struggle resonates deeply with the reader,

emphasizing the transformative power of education and the indomitable will

to reclaim one's narrative amidst profound personal loss.
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Chapter 12: Marriage

In this poignant chapter from "Do They Hear You When You Cry" by

 Fauziya Kassindja, we witness the internal struggle and emotional turmoil

of a young girl who is being coerced into an arranged marriage. As the story

unfolds, several themes, emotions, and pivotal moments emerge that capture

the gravity of her situation.

1. Desperation to Resist: Fauziya clearly articulates her youthful desires,

 yearning for education and independence. Despite her aunt's insistence on

marriage, Fauziya's passionate pleas demonstrate her determination to resist

this traditional expectation. She is torn between her reality and her

aspirations, wanting to finish school rather than be wed to a man she hardly

knows, who is significantly older and already has multiple wives.

2. The Unforeseen Wedding Day: The narrative shifts dramatically

 when Fauziya learns that her wedding is set for that day, striking her like a

thunderbolt. Her aunt's manipulation becomes evident as Fauziya grapples

with the shock of her impending marriage, which she fiercely opposes. The
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Chapter 13 Summary: Flight

In Chapter 13 of "Do They Hear You When You Cry" by Fauziya Kassindja,

 the story captures a moment of deep tension and emotional turmoil as

Fauziya prepares to escape an impending forced marriage. There are key

points that detail the gravity of her situation as she navigates the

complexities of trust, hope, and fear in the face of adversity.

1. The chapter begins with Fauziya's last moments with Ayisha, who urges

her to remain strong and follow her instructions as they prepare for the

escape. The emotional weight of this farewell emphasizes the courage

required for such a daring undertaking. Despite the dire circumstances,

Ayisha’s reassurance instills a sense of hope within Fauziya as she

contemplates her uncertain future.

2. The unfolding day brings unexpected tenderness from her aunt, who for

the first time shows genuine concern for Fauziya. This shift is poignant but

tinged with irony, considering the circumstances that have pushed Fauziya to

the brink of escaping a life she did not choose. Her aunt serves as a reminder

of both familial ties and the restrictive societal norms that cage her.

3. As the hours drag on with increasing anxiety about Ayisha's arrival, the

narrative conveys the urgency of time and the implacable nature of Fauziya's

situation. Her internal conflict and longing for freedom clash against the
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desperate reality of her family's control. This inner turmoil is accentuated by

her prayer for strength, signaling her profound fear and the thin thread of

hope that connects her to a life beyond her immediate reality.

4. When Ayisha finally arrives, her presence triggers both relief and fear in

Fauziya. Their conversation reveals the stakes involved in the escape,

highlighting Ayisha's bravery in disobeying her husband for the sake of

helping Fauziya. The act of reaching out against cultural norms emphasizes

the theme of sisterhood and solidarity in the face of patriarchal oppression.

5. As darkness descends, the tension escalates. The practicalities of the

escape are filled with trepidation, underscored by Ayisha’s insistence on

maintaining a facade of calmness. They slip quietly from the house, a

moment laden with both fear and exhilaration as they walk away from the

life Fauziya has known.

6. Their journey takes them to the border, where Ayisha’s foresight in

choosing a discreet crossing point illustrates the danger of being discovered.

The forest path is symbolic of Fauziya's transition — a passage from her

bleak past to an uncertain future, where safety is not guaranteed.

7. Upon reaching the airport and preparing to board a plane, Fauziya

experiences a cocktail of emotions, from excitement to fear about what lies

ahead. The air travel represents not just a physical journey but also a leap
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into the unknown freedom that she desperately seeks. Ayisha's kindness,

spoken through her actions and sacrifices, looms large as Fauziya steps into

her new life away from Togo.

8. As the story concludes at the airport, the realities of Fauziya’s situation

surface: she must now navigate life on her own in a foreign land, with no

guarantees of safety or stability. Yet, the pivotal moment serves as a

testament to her resilience and the hope sparked by Ayisha's unwavering

belief in her ability to forge a new path.

This chapter encapsulates critical themes of resilience, the impact of

community support in crisis, and the sacrifice involved in seeking freedom.

Fauziya's narrative is interwoven with the fabric of cultural expectations and

personal agency, highlighting both her vulnerability and courageous

determination to reclaim her life.

Key
Points Description

Farewell
with Ayisha

Emotional farewell where Ayisha urges Fauziya to stay strong for the
escape, instilling hope amidst fear.

Aunt's
Concern

Fauziya's aunt shows unexpected genuine concern, highlighting the irony
of the situation and societal norms.

Rising
Anxiety

Increasing anxiety about Ayisha's arrival symbolizes Fauziya's internal
conflict for freedom against family control.

Ayisha's Ayisha's arrival brings relief and fear; their conversation underscores the
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Key
Points Description

Arrival bravery and sisterhood in resisting oppression.

Tension
Escalates

As night falls, the tension during their escape grows, reflecting the fear
and exhilaration of leaving her past behind.

Journey to
the Border

Traveling through a forest towards the border symbolizes Fauziya's
transition to a potentially freer future.

Airport
Emotions

At the airport, Fauziya experiences mixed emotions about her leap into
the unknown and the freedom she seeks.

New Life's
Challenges

Fauziya must now navigate life independently in a foreign land,
highlighting her resilience and the impact of community support.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Power of Community Support in Crisis

Critical Interpretation: Imagine standing at the precipice of a

life-altering decision, torn between fear and the longing for freedom.

As you prepare to leap into the unknown, you find comfort in the

unwavering support of a friend—the kind of support that enters your

life just when you need it most. Fauziya’s daring escape in Chapter 13

illustrates not just her courage, but the profound impact of community

and sisterhood in times of turmoil. This pivotal moment reminds you

that, while the end of one chapter may be filled with despair, it is the

connections we cultivate and the sacrifices made for one another that

forge the path to liberation. You can draw strength from those around

you, gathering the courage to confront your challenges, knowing that

the belief others have in you can ignite the hope that drives you

toward change. Just as Ayisha played a crucial role in Fauziya's

journey, remember that you, too, have the potential to support and

uplift others as they navigate their struggles. Together, you can stand

against adversity and light the way toward a brighter future.
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Chapter 14 Summary: Germany

The narrative unfolds as Fauziya Kassindja arrives in Düsseldorf, Germany,

 on October 19, 1994, following a traumatic journey from her home in Togo.

After disembarking the plane, she is guided through immigration by a man

who has accompanied her group of girls. Despite being virtually alone in a

foreign land, she manages to navigate her initial interactions, answering

questions from immigration officers while feeling disoriented by the

unfamiliar environment and language.

1. Upon passing through customs, she is left to fend for herself in the

bustling airport concourse, overwhelmed by crowds of strangers and the

stark cultural differences. She wanders through shops, longing for familiarity

in a world where she feels invisible, cold, and alone. The prior warmth of

Africa sharply contrasts with the chill of Germany. 

2. Amidst her aimless wandering, she encounters a friendly woman named

Rudina, who show kindness by offering her help. Their initial

communication is challenging, with Fauziya’s limited English clashing with

Rudina's German, yet a connection is formed fueled by compassion. Despite

her hesitation to accept the offer of staying with a stranger, Fauziya

recognizes the urgency of her situation and decides to trust Rudina.

3. The journey to Rudina’s home introduces Fauziya to the marvels of
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modern German infrastructure—a bustling city contrasting vividly with her

memories of Togo. As they travel by tram, her fear resurfaces when she

encounters a stern-looking man in uniform, her instincts kicking in from her

prior life experiences. However, Rudina’s calm reassurance guides her

through this unsettling moment.

4. Upon arriving at Rudina's neat and warm apartment in Bochum, Fauziya

slowly begins to transition into a new life. Rudina provides her with

clothing, a sense of security, and an invitation to help herself to food,

making it clear that she is welcome. The warmth of home and the act of

caring provide a brief respite from the homesickness she feels for her family.

5. Over time, Fauziya attempts to acclimate to her new environment while

helping Rudina in the apartment. They share meals, and Fauziya gradually

learns to communicate more effectively with her friend. Despite facing

cultural barriers and feelings of displacement, she begins to find solace in

the structure of her daily routine—cleaning, watching television, and

praying. 

6. Rudina’s encouragement prompts Fauziya to venture out into the world

beyond the apartment, slowly instilling confidence in her. The first time she

bravely navigates the shopping center alone marks a significant milestone in

her journey towards independence and adjustment to life in Germany,

symbolizing a small victory over her fears. 
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7. As Fauziya continues to explore her new surroundings, she finds a

semblance of normalcy. Her simple excursions to the shopping center evolve

into a vital part of her routine, serving as a distraction from the

overwhelming emotions tied to her past. It becomes clear that while her

journey is fraught with challenges, she is slowly piecing together a new life

filled with hope and resilience. 

In essence, the chapter captures Fauziya's profound transition from a state of

confusion and vulnerability upon arriving in Germany to a gradual

empowerment as she builds relationships and steps into her new life, all

while the memories of her home linger in her heart.
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Chapter 15: Charlie

Fauziya, finding solace from her worries by visiting a shopping center every

 day, meets Charlie, a kind Nigerian man on the Strassenbahn. They strike

up a friendship, sharing their experiences as Africans living in Germany.

Charlie, who had been living in Germany for several years, listens to

Fauziya's struggles, including her difficult past and circumcision, prompting

him to suggest that she apply for asylum. Initially confused by the term,

Fauziya learns that seeking asylum means asking the government for

protection and a chance to stay in the country.

As their bond grows, they discuss potential avenues for Fauziya’s future.

Charlie mentions America, where she has relatives, as a possible escape

from her current situation. He offers to help her travel by providing his

sister’s passport, leading to a tense yet hopeful decision on her part. Despite

her fears and hesitations about trusting Charlie, the desperation to leave

Germany and find family propels her to take the chance.

Fauziya prepares to leave for America, packing her meager belongings and
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Chapter 16 Summary: Sister's Keepers

In Chapter 16 of "Do They Hear You When You Cry," titled "Sister's

 Keepers," Fauziya Kassindja reflects on her journey towards America,

which she sees as guided by divine will. Her journey is intertwined with that

of two pivotal figures in her life: Layli Miller Bashir and Karen Musalo. The

chapter details the backgrounds and motivations of these women,

illuminating how their paths converge with Fauziya’s as they advocate for

human rights.

1. Divine Purpose and New Beginnings: Fauziya boards a plane to

 America with a sense of hope, believing her suffering is behind her. She

perceives her connection to Layli and Karen as part of a larger divine plan,

setting the stage for their future collaboration in her quest for justice.

2. Layli's Early Awakening: Layli Miller Bashir is introduced as a

 serious and earnest individual influenced by her Baha'i faith. Her

commitment to social justice and global peace emerged from a young age,

sparked by a talk from a Baha'i leader. This moment ignited her lifelong

dedication to advocating for the marginalized and promoting equality.

3. Cultural Insights and Activism: Layli's experiences in The Gambia,

 where she witnessed the stark contrast between warmth and generosity

among impoverished communities, shape her understanding of global social
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issues. Her firsthand encounters with female circumcision and the resulting

injustices mark the beginning of her commitment to combatting these

practices.

4. Education and Advocacy: Layli’s academic journey leads her to law

 school, encouraged by her husband, Roshan. She realizes the power of legal

advocacy in addressing human rights violations, particularly focusing on

female genital mutilation (FGM). Her law school endeavors, including

writing a pivotal paper on FGM, position her as a passionate advocate for

change.

5. Karen’s Purposeful Path: Parallel to Layli, Karen Musalo’s journey

 reflects a deep engagement with social justice issues. Her advocacy for

refugees stems from her early opposition to war and her activism in

environmental and animal rights. She becomes a trailblazer in recognizing

gender-specific forms of persecution, like FGM, as valid grounds for

asylum.

6. Convergence of Lives: As Fauziya’s life is marked by upheaval, Layli

 and Karen’s paths are also converging. Layli’s burgeoning commitment to

combatting FGM through legal means and Karen’s seasoned expertise in

refugee and asylum law signal a powerful alliance that will ultimately

advocate for Fauziya’s rights.
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7. Recognition of Gender-Based Violence: Karen's contributions to the

 legal recognition of gender-specific persecutions, particularly in the context

of asylum law, play a crucial role in shaping the discourse on women’s

rights. Her work, alongside the burgeoning global awareness of these issues,

highlights the systemic injustices women face.

8. A Shared Mission: Layli and Karen are poised to support Fauziya in

 her battle against the injustices she experienced. Their convergence

represents not just individual stories but a united front against gendered

violence and an unwavering commitment to human rights.

Through these interwoven narratives, Kassindja emphasizes the roles of

faith, cultural awareness, and the relentless pursuit of justice. The chapter

captures the essence of solidarity among women fighting oppressive

practices as they prepare to face the challenges ahead.
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Chapter 17 Summary: America

In Chapter 17 of "Do They Hear You When You Cry" by Fauziya Kassindja,

 the author recounts her harrowing journey to seek asylum in the United

States after escaping from a dire situation in Togo. The narrative opens with

Fauziya reflecting on her departure from Germany, where she had sought

refuge with help from a friend named Karen. Her anxieties manifest during

her lengthy flight over the ocean to America, which is both a hopeful and

frightening experience.

Upon landing at Newark International Airport, Fauziya’s relief quickly turns

to fear as she faces immigration officials. She provides her passport and

states her desire for political asylum, believing that kindness and

understanding will be extended towards her. However, she is met with

skepticism as the officer accuses her of using a falsified passport and begins

a series of questioning that reveals the challenging nature of her situation.

The officer expresses disbelief over her claims and soon implies the

possibility of imprisonment.

Fauziya realizes the gravity of her predicament as she is taken into custody,

stripped of her belongings, and forcibly processed like a criminal. The

humiliating and degrading treatment she endures—including body searches

and sensory deprivation—leads her to questions her identity and dignity,

heightening her feelings of isolation and despair. She is placed in a holding
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cell, where she learns about the harsh realities of detention centers from

another detainee named Mary, who shares her own story of hardship and

endurance.

Mary's kindness offers a glimmer of hope in an otherwise bleak

environment, as she reassures Fauziya and provides essential information

about life in detention. Fauziya learns that she is likely to be trapped in this

situation for an extended period, and the uncertainty about her future weighs

heavily on her. The chapter closes with Fauziya feeling lost and

overwhelmed but supported by Mary's camaraderie, showcasing the bond

that forms between individuals facing similar struggles in an unyielding

system.

1. Fauziya's journey to the U.S. symbolizes her quest for safety and freedom

from oppression, revealing her strong resolve to reclaim her life.

2. The immigration process highlights systemic barriers faced by asylum

seekers, emphasizing a lack of empathy and understanding from authorities.

3. The harsh treatment and dehumanization Fauziya experiences in detention

underscore the emotional and psychological toll of her situation, stripping

her of her identity and dignity.

4. Despite the adversity, the support from fellow detainee Mary introduces a

sense of solidarity, illuminating the power of connection amidst hardship.

5. The chapter concludes with a stark realization of the prolonged

uncertainty that lies ahead for Fauziya, showcasing the harsh realities faced
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by many seeking refuge from persecution.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The power of connection amidst hardship

Critical Interpretation: In moments of adversity, remember that

reaching out for connection can be a source of strength and resilience.

Just like Fauziya, who found solace and companionship in Mary while

enduring the bleakness of detention, you too can seek the support of

others during your own struggles. Whether it's sharing a burden with a

trusted friend, seeking advice from mentors, or forming bonds with

those who understand your challenges, embracing these connections

can lift you from feelings of isolation. The strength found in solidarity

can reignite your hope and fortify your spirit, reminding you that you

are never truly alone. Let the experiences of those like Fauziya inspire

you to nurture empathy and compassion within your community, as

the simple act of kindness can make an extraordinary difference in

each other’s lives.
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Chapter 18: ESMOR

In Chapter 18 of "Do They Hear You When You Cry" by Fauziya Kassindja,

 the story continues to unfold within the stark and cold environment of a

detention center, where Fauziya grapples with her circumstances and yearns

for connection and freedom. The chapter eloquently captures her emotional

turmoil and desire for escape while introducing relationships that play

significant roles in her survival and hope.

1. Life Inside Detention: Fauziya describes her unsettling first days after

 being detained. She battles with the cold environment, limited food options,

and oppressive routines. The atmosphere is harsh and devoid of comfort,

amplified by the bright lights and unintelligible noises that make sleep

nearly impossible.

2. Friendship and Support: Her interactions with Mary, a fellow

 detainee, become a crucial lifeline. Mary, resilient and resourceful,

navigates the oppressive conditions with a spirit that inspires Fauziya. They

build a rapport through shared tasks and comforting conversations,

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Chapter 19 Summary: Prison Life

In Chapter 19 of "Do They Hear You When You Cry" by Fauziya Kassindja,

 the narrative chronicles Fauziya's struggles and resilience during her time in

a detention center, known as Esmor. After receiving the devastating news

about her upcoming hearing date being set for June instead of January, she

initially retreats into despair, symbolized by her overwhelming darkness.

However, she eventually finds solace in her faith and begins to devote

herself to prayer and acts of service within the detention center, particularly

through laundry work, which becomes a source of routine, purpose, and

community.

1. Fauziya copes with her situation through prayer and quiet strength,

adhering to her mother's teachings about faith and perseverance. This

spiritual connection provides her with inner peace despite the harshness of

her environment. She reminds herself to "Trust in God" and actively seeks

ways to remain productive, ultimately taking up work in the laundry to

escape the confinement of her dorm.

2. As she integrates into the routine of the laundry, she develops meaningful

friendships, particularly with Frank, the supervisor, who offers her kindness

and understanding, embodying a paternal figure in her life. The camaraderie

she experiences with her co-workers, including the Chinese women who

teach her their language, offers her a sense of belonging despite the
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oppressive atmosphere.

3. The chapter highlights both camaraderie and chaos within the detention

center. A raid conducted by officers leads to an incident where her friends

react defiantly, resulting in strict repercussions that emphasize the volatility

of life in detention. The punitive atmosphere is punctuated by Fauziya's

harrowing experience in segregation, a form of punishment that heightens

her emotional and psychological distress, forcing her to confront fears about

her future and life in captivity.

4. Throughout her trials, Fauziya receives letters from loved ones,

particularly from her mother and Ayisha, infusing her days with hope and

memories of home. These letters not only rekindle her connection to her

family and her identity but also remind her of the cherished moments from

her past, bringing both joy and sorrow.

5. By the end of the chapter, Fauziya finds strength through a community of

women who support one another. The collective experiences of pain and

resilience foster an understanding that they are all in this fight together. The

chapter concludes on a note of cautious optimism, as Fauziya approaches her

hearing date with a renewed sense of purpose and the belief that maybe, just

maybe, her circumstances will improve.

This chapter ultimately reflects themes of resilience, faith, solidarity, and the
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pursuit of dignity against the backdrop of uncertainty, as Fauziya navigates

the complexities of her situation with bravery and an unwavering belief in

the possibility of freedom and hope.

Key
Concepts Description

Initial Despair Fauziya struggles upon learning her hearing date is pushed back to
June, leading her into a state of darkness.

Finding
Solace

She turns to her faith for comfort, focusing on prayer and serving
others, particularly through laundry work.

Connection
to Faith

Fauziya remembers her mother’s teachings about perseverance and
seeks productive activities for mental peace.

Building
Relationships

She forms connections with co-workers, especially Frank, providing her
with a support system amidst hardship.

Camaraderie
in Chaos

Incidents of rebellion among detainees highlight the volatile
environment, leading to dangerous consequences.

Letters from
Family

Correspondence from her mother and Ayisha brings Fauziya hope and
memories of home, balancing joy and sorrow.

Community
Strength

Fauziya’s relationships with other women foster resilience,
emphasizing their collective struggle and support.

Cautious
Optimism

As her hearing date approaches, she holds onto hope for improvement
in her circumstances and renewed purpose.

Themes Resilience, faith, solidarity, and the pursuit of dignity are central to
Fauziya’s journey in the detention center.
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Chapter 20 Summary: Layli

In Chapter 20 of "Do They Hear You When You Cry" by Fauziya Kassindja,

 significant developments unfold in the narrative, intertwining the lives of

the protagonist, Fauziya, and her future legal advocate, Layli. 

1. As spring progresses, Fauziya witnesses the positive outcomes of fellow

detainees, including Susan from N dorm and her pen pal, who were both

granted asylum and released. This news fills Fauziya with hope, reinforcing

her faith that her own hearing is just weeks away. Meanwhile, a beautiful

Qur'an, gifted by her pen pal, becomes a source of strength for her during her

incarceration.

2. A surprising opportunity arises when Miss Jones offers Fauziya and other

detainees the chance to participate in a fashion show. This vibrant event

serves as a welcome distraction from the monotony of prison life, allowing

Fauziya to momentarily escape her circumstances and feel like a woman

again. As they prepare, excitement builds, and the fashion show culminates

in laughter and applause, revealing the deep desire for normalcy amid their

oppressive environment.

3. At the same time, Layli is diligently working through her law studies,

passionately focusing on Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) as a human

rights issue. She is compelled to advocate for victims like Fauziya as she
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delves into asylum law, uncovering gaps in the recognition of gender-based

persecution within the legal system. Despite earlier arguments against

recognizing asylum claims for women experiencing such gender-specific

violence, Layli constructs a compelling case against the “floodgates”

argument, pointing out the limited influx of women seeking asylum due to

FGM.

4. As Layli’s academic work progresses, she becomes increasingly equipped

to advocate for women like Fauziya who are fleeing FGM. She prepares

articles and briefs that explore how women could qualify for asylum,

challenging legal norms and presenting evidence to argue for recognition of

gender-based persecution.

5. Shortly before Fauziya's asylum hearing, Layli receives her case file and

is motivated by the lack of adequate documentation regarding Fauziya's

suffering. Their initial phone conversation marks their first connection,

where Layli learns crucial details about Fauziya’s situation and her culture

involving FGM. This pivotal moment confirms Layli’s commitment to

helping Fauziya, highlighting the intricate relationship forming between the

two women despite their physical separation.

6. As the hearing approaches, Layli fervently works on a written brief aimed

at arguing Fauziya's case. The urgency increases as they communicate,

reinforcing Layli's dedication to this cause. Fauziya, with burgeoning hope,
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counts down the days to her hearing, picturing a future where she can

reclaim her life outside the confines of detention.

Through these developments, the chapter encapsulates themes of resilience,

hope, and the intersection of personal and legal battles, emphasizing the

importance of solidarity among women facing profound adversities. Both

Fauziya's experiences in detention and Layli's burgeoning advocacy work

reflect the urgent need to challenge social norms and legal discrepancies

regarding gender-based persecution, as they navigate the complexities of

seeking justice and freedom.
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Chapter 21: Riot!

In Chapter 21 of "Do They Hear You When You Cry" by Fauziya Kassindja,

 the author takes the reader through a harrowing night in a detention center

that erupts into chaos. Facing the reality of her detention in the United

States, Fauziya contemplates her future and what awaits her outside the

walls of the prison. As she drifts to sleep, a sudden explosion of noise

devastates the calm, signaling the onset of a violent riot. The once-quiet

dorm quickly transforms into a scene of panic and terror as women scream

and men attempt to break into their side of the facility.

Surrounded by chaos and fearful for her life, Fauziya experiences extreme

dread, fearing that the rioters intend to harm them. Guided by terrified

instincts and the assurances of those around her, she and her fellow detainees

are led to a gym for perceived safety, but the fear remains palpable—which

amplifies their collective vulnerability. Amidst the tumultuous sounds of

destruction, women cling to each other, share prayers, and express

overwhelming sorrow as they adjust to the reality of their situation. 
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Chapter 22 Summary: York

In Chapter 22 of "Do They Hear You When You Cry" by Fauziya Kassindja,

 the protagonist finds herself in York County Prison in Pennsylvania after

being transferred from Hudson, where she endured a riot. Despite her

desperate prayers for a better situation, the conditions at York prove to be

dire, with the prison treating detainees as harshly as convicts.

1. Initial Impressions at York: Upon arriving at York, Kassindja

 undergoes a strip search and is assigned to maximum security. The

conditions are grim, as she witnesses inmates smoking and the oppressive

atmosphere feels reminiscent of her previous imprisonment. Although she is

relieved to see familiar faces from Esmor, she notes the division between

convicts and detainees.

2. Struggles with Health and Environment: Kasindja's asthma becomes

 a pressing concern as she is placed in a smoking pod. After expressing her

distress to a guard and a doctor, she learns that the prison is deemed a

smoking facility, leaving her trapped in an unhealthy environment. Efforts to

communicate her need for transfer to a non-smoking area are met with

indifference.

3. Connection with Others: Throughout her time in prison, Kassindja

 maintains connections with friends, particularly with her mother, Sylvie,
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and other refugees. They share their stories and support one another in

facing the struggles of incarceration. A fleeting but uplifting visit outside

with Sylvie boosts her spirits and reinforces her desire to be transferred.

4. The Hope for Transfer: Despite multiple failed attempts to advocate

 for her health, Kassindja persists in seeking a transfer. She relies on her

friends' advice, filling out requests with hopes of moving to a non-smoking

dorm where she would be more comfortable and could reunite with her

friends.

5. A Sense of Freedom: In a surprising turn of events, Kassindja is

 informed that she will be transferred to minimum security. This change

elicits a rush of relief and joy, as she is finally able to see a glimpse of

freedom—a more humane treatment environment, access to fresh air, and the

ability to interact with others without restrictions.

6. Reuniting with Family: In minimum security, Kassindja eagerly

 awaits a visit from Rahuf, a cousin from Togo. Upon their emotional

reunion, she feels an overwhelming sense of connection and validation.

Rahuf not only offers comfort but also reminds her of her identity as part of

a larger family that she thought was lost.

7. Facing Injustices and Building Hope: The chapter culminates in

 Kassindja's evolving sense of hope, amidst the backdrop of her challenging

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


surroundings. As she grapples with the harsh realities of her confinement,

the prospect of improved conditions and support from Rahuf propels her

forward. This sense of connection invigorates her spirit and motivates her to

continue advocating for her rights.

In summary, Chapter 22 encapsulates Fauziya Kassindja's ongoing fight for

dignity and survival within the unjust confines of the American immigration

system. It explores themes of resilience, hope, and the profound impact of

familial bonds amidst challenging circumstances. As she navigates her

prison life, the connections she forges with her friends and family become a

lifeline, helping her endure the trials of being a detainee.
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Chapter 23 Summary: Lehigh

In this excerpt from Chapter 23 of "Do They Hear You When You Cry" by

 Fauziya Kassindja, the narrative follows Fauziya's emotional journey as she

faces uncertainty and fear within the immigration detention system. 

1. The chapter opens with a tender farewell between Fauziya and a visitor

named Rahuf. His presence brings her hope, as their connection offers her a

brief respite from the desolation of her circumstances. His promise to return

one day instills a sense of wellbeing, despite the grim realities that surround

her.

2. Shortly after Rahuf's visit, Fauziya experiences a sudden upheaval when

she is ordered to leave her dorm for an unknown destination. Confusion

engulfs her as she grapples with the abrupt change, fearing that she is being

moved without reason or notice. Despite her emotional turmoil, she packs

her belongings and receives support from fellow detainees who wish her

well.

3. Once relocated, she arrives at Lehigh County Prison. The processing is

harsh, filled with indignities such as strip searches and not being allowed to

have her identity recognized. The institutional violence against her

autonomy lingers in her mind, augmenting her sense of isolation.
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4. Amidst her confinement, Fauziya clings to the hope that her asylum

hearing might be imminent. Yet, her fears intensify when she discovers that

the hearing has been delayed, plunging her back into despair. She recalls the

mental and emotional strains of her isolation, experiencing symptoms of

anxiety and hopelessness that exacerbate her already dire situation.

5. As she is placed in segregation—a small, claustrophobic cell—Fauziya's

mental state deteriorates. Her experience of being treated as a contagious

threat emphasizes the dehumanization she faces. She battles feelings of

worthlessness and question marks hang over her sanity as she endures weeks

of isolation without any contact, forced to confront her fears alone.

6. Fauziya’s emotional breakdown peaks as the realities of her existence

press down upon her. She longs for someone to acknowledge her suffering,

to validate her humanity. Her resilience is tested as she shouts for help and

experiences sheer panic over her situation.

7. A flicker of hope arrives in the form of a friend from a previous facility,

Nadine. Their connection temporarily revitalizes her spirit, as Nadine’s

vibrant character reminds Fauziya that she holds value and community,

despite the prison's bleakness. Nadine reassures her that she is not sick and

encourages her to reclaim her strength.

8. Just as Fauziya begins to regain a sense of herself, she receives fresh
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torment when she’s led out for medical assessments that continually delay

her release. The guards’ handling of her condition—with a mask and

avoidance—exacerbates the feeling of being an outcast, further isolating her

in an already hardened environment.

9. Eventually, she is informed of her upcoming hearing, which reignites her

hope. The announcement signals a chance to reclaim her narrative and fight

for her freedom. Layli, her attorney, offers support in preparing for the

hearing, focusing on crafting strong arguments that affirm her case for

asylum based on the threat of FGM. 

10. Layli's commitment and dedication reinforce Fauziya’s resolve.

However, anxiety hangs over the uncertainty of the situation. The

juxtaposition of Layli's diligent preparation with Fauziya's mental strain

highlights the overarching theme of hope amidst despair, as both are driven

by the same goal of liberation. 

As the chapter progresses, the emotional arc paints a complex portrait of

resilience and vulnerability, showcasing Fauziya's journey through mental

turmoil, connection, and the faint glimmers of hope that strengthen her

resolve to seek freedom through justice. Through a blend of despair and

determination, the narrative beautifully captures the human struggle against

systemic oppression and the power of connection to foster hope and a sense

of agency!
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Chapter 24: Hearing

In this emotionally charged account from Chapter 24 of "Do They Hear You

 When You Cry" by Fauziya Kassindja, the protagonist, Fauziya, prepares

for an immigration hearing that represents her desperate plea for asylum in

the United States from the severe cultural practice of female genital

mutilation (FGM) in Togo. The chapter highlights several key themes and

experiences that outline the harrowing journey Fauziya faces, culminating in

a legal decision that has profound implications for her life.

1. The Day of the Hearing: Fauziya wakes up dramatically in prison, filled

with anxious anticipation for her hearing. The scene is set in a cramped

prison environment, evoking feelings of humiliation and anger as she

realizes she must face a judge while dressed in a prison uniform. Despite her

fear and nervousness, the impending hearing represents a glimmer of hope

for freedom and safety.

2. The Journey to Court: As she is transported to the courtroom, Fauziya

encounters another detainee from Zaire, who shares his bleak views about
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Chapter 25 Summary: Beijing

In Chapter 25 of "Do They Hear You When You Cry" by Fauziya Kassindja,

 we witness a poignant narrative that encapsulates themes of despair, hope,

and determination as the protagonist navigates the aftermath of a denied

asylum application.

1. The chapter opens with Fauziya remembering her somber return to prison

after a disappointing court hearing, where she was confronted by fellow

inmates eager to learn about the outcome. The emotional gravity of her

situation weighs heavily on her as she reveals to her friends, Oche and Alma,

that her petition for asylum has been denied. This news cascades into a spiral

of grief, underscoring her profound sense of defeat as she sobs in her cell.

2. The dialogue between Fauziya and Rahuf, her supportive cousin, reveals

her tumultuous feelings and her critical decision to abandon the asylum

appeal. Rahuf's attempts to offer encouragement contrast bitterly with

Fauziya's feelings of hopelessness and despair, illustrating the isolating

nature of her experience in prison. Rahuf urges her to remain strong and

continue the fight, but her weariness exposes the emotional and

psychological toll the ordeal has taken on her.

3. As she resolves to request the INS to send her back, the narrative reflects

her inner turmoil—her efforts to reconcile her choices with the hopes placed
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on her by Layli, her advocate. Layli is determined to generate media

attention to bolster Fauziya’s case, despite having her own fears and doubts

after witnessing the judicial process’s harsh realities.

4. Layli’s emotional journey unfolds against the backdrop of her trip to

China for the United Nations Fourth World Conference on Women. Initially

overwhelmed with despair, she ultimately harnesses her strength to advocate

for Fauziya’s story. While her mother, Carole, provides incessant support

and encouragement, Layli continuously grapples with feelings of inadequacy

and frustration in her efforts to garner attention for her friend’s plight.

5. The chapter peaks as Layli navigates the conference landscape,

connecting with influential figures like Deborah Anker and Surita

Sandosham from Equality Now. These encounters symbolize a glimmer of

hope as they express interest in aiding Fauziya’s appeal and advocating

against the practice of FGM.

6. Ultimately, the narrative culminates in the compelling moment when First

Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton speaks at the conference, openly condemning

FGM as a human rights violation. This powerful endorsement of women's

rights resonates deeply with both Fauziya, in her prison cell, and Layli, who

is striving to secure help for her friend. Clinton’s words amplify the urgency

and significance of Fauziya’s situation, bridging her individual struggle with

a global cause.
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Throughout the chapter, the interwoven narratives of Fauziya and Layli

reveal the profound challenges of seeking justice and solidarity in the face of

systemic adversity. Their relationship embodies resilience, as both women

confront overwhelming obstacles to fight for dignity and rights.
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Chapter 26 Summary: In Position

In this chapter from "Do They Hear You When You Cry" by Fauziya

 Kassindja, the narrative unfolds through the lens of Fauziya's experiences in

a detention center while intertwining the efforts of Layli, a compassionate

lawyer advocating for her. The chapter highlights a transformative journey

of hope, despair, and resilience, emphasizing the struggles faced by women

in dire situations.

1. Layli’s Awakening to Global Feminism: After attending a conference

 in Beijing, Layli reflects on the pressing injustices faced by women

worldwide, particularly those in dire circumstances unlike her own. This

experience rekindles her passion for using her legal skills to fight for women

like Fauziya. Her newfound determination infects her travels back home,

marked by excitement and renewed fervor.

2. Fauziya's Desperation and Resolve: Meanwhile, in the detention

 center, Fauziya grapples with her own feelings of hopelessness. Stripped of

her agency, she expresses her desperate desire to escape the prison, feeling

unappreciated and unheard. She communicates her intent to return home,

seeking immediate relief from her current plight, even while grappling with

the looming threat of returning to her past, which includes the terrifying

specter of female genital mutilation (FGM).
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3. Building Connections in Confinement: As Fauziya navigates her

 detention, interactions with fellow inmates like Alma reveal shared burdens

and fears. Conversations reflect both a sense of camaraderie and the painful

realization of their fates as women who have faced systemic oppression.

Despite the grim surroundings, these relationships provide a fleeting comfort

and momentary escape from their harsh reality.

4. Advocacy and Legal Maneuvering: Throughout the week, Layli’s

 efforts intensify as she seeks to secure the best possible legal representation

for Fauziya. She reaches out to colleagues and mentors to explore options

for her case, emphasizing the need for support from a law clinic in order to

fight the adverse ruling by the immigration court.

5. Emerging Hope from Despair: A pivotal moment occurs when Rahuf

 informs Fauziya of Layli's return and her intention to appeal for better legal

representation. Fauziya, initially resigned to her fate, experiences a

resurgence of hope. The door to her potential freedom begins to creak open,

and she expresses a desire to appeal her case, spurred by Layli's advocacy

and the possibility of support from a law clinic.

6. Prison Dynamics and Emotional Struggles: Throughout the narrative,

 the daily life in detention is vividly portrayed. Sisterhood among the

detained women offers shared strength in the face of adversity. However, the

oppressive environment takes a toll, leading Fauziya to physical and
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emotional distress, further compounding her trials.

7. Layli's Visits and Strategic Planning: Layli's planned visit to Fauziya

 becomes a beacon of hope. It illustrates not just personal support but a

strategic collaboration to fortify Fauziya’s legal battle. During their meeting,

the two women communicate openly about next steps, solidifying their

partnership in this challenging fight.

8. Empowerment Through Decision Making: Fauziya is empowered

 through her engagement with Layli. The opportunity to make decisions

about her legal case rekindles her sense of agency. In signing the necessary

forms for representation, she reclaims a part of herself that had been

overshadowed by the oppressive prison experience.

9. Media Engagement and Advocacy: The possibility of generating

 publicity about Fauziya’s plight arises as a tactic to garner support. Layli

intelligently discusses the pros and cons of media attention, emphasizing the

potential it could have in advocating for Fauziya’s freedom. Their planning

signifies a collaborative spirit aimed at overcoming the systemic barriers

they face.

Through these elements, the chapter deeply explores themes of resilience,

hope, and the complexities of navigating personal trauma within the larger

context of systemic injustice. As both Layli and Fauziya work together, the
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anticipation for a breakthrough builds, setting the stage for the next phase of

their journey toward justice and freedom.
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Chapter 27: Battles

In Chapter 27 of "Do They Hear You When You Cry" by Fauziya Kassindja,

 a poignant encounter unfolds following a visit from Layli, a member of

Kassindja's legal team. The chapter captures the deep emotional connection

between the two women as they share a moment of unspoken understanding,

wishing for mutual freedom despite the oppressive reality of prison.

1. The chapter opens with the beautiful yet painful goodbye between

Kassindja and Layli, who share a bond that transcends their circumstances.

The intensity of their connection reflects their shared experiences and

struggles, symbolizing their kinship in adversity. Layli's wish for Kassindja's

freedom echoes Kassindja's own hopes as she imagines a future where they

walk together outside prison walls, reveling in liberation and joy.

2. Upon returning to her cell, Kassindja is confronted by a guard who carries

out the routine of searching inmates, a stark reminder of her continued

imprisonment. In her cell, Kassindja engages in prayer, seeking solace and

strength from her faith, affirming her relationship with God even amidst
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Chapter 28 Summary: Desperation

In Chapter 28 of "Do They Hear You When You Cry," Fauziya Kassindja

 reflects on her tumultuous experience during her time in detention, marked

by hopelessness, systemic struggles, and moments of emotional connection.

Throughout the chapter, her desperation grows as she longs for freedom and

seeks solace in her relationships with those fighting for her release.

1. As the chapter begins, Fauziya receives news of her impending transfer,

igniting a mix of hope and confusion. Anticipating a change, she is filled

with excitement at the prospect of leaving Lehigh. However, the reality hits

hard when she learns that the transfer is simply to another prison, York,

further deepening her despair.

2. Upon arrival at York, she is placed back into harsh conditions, including

being in a maximum-security unit and a smoking pod, which aggravates her

already vulnerable health. Yet she finds some comfort in the new

relationships she forms with fellow inmates, such as Sheila and Ellen, who

offer her kindness and camaraderie amidst her struggles.

3. Desperation drives Fauziya to call her supporters, yet she is conflicted.

With each conversation, she grapples with feelings of hopelessness and the

overwhelmed sense of being trapped in a system that seems indifferent to

her plight.
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4. During an emotionally charged visit from her legal team, particularly from

Layli, Fauziya reveals her intent to request repatriation. She struggles

between her desire to return home and her father's teachings advocating for

resilience and fighting against oppression. Layli tries to encourage strength

within Fauziya, emphasizing that her anger at the situation is a sign of her

resilience and not a sign of defeat.

5. The conversation turns to trust in faith and the potential reasoning for her

suffering. Layli relates a story highlighting God's intentions, which resonates

with Fauziya, although she continues to wrestle with her current

circumstances. Ultimately, despite her resolve to leave, Layli reminds her of

her father's values, reiterating that he would want her to fight for her

freedom and dignity.

6. As the chapter unfolds, Karen, a new member of the legal team, enters the

scene. She actively listens to Fauziya's experiences and vows to push for her

release. There is a tangible sense of hope as Karen discusses strategies for

advocacy and potential changes in Fauziya's situation.

7. By the end of the chapter, a renewed sense of commitment emerges from

her legal team. They establish a plan of daily communication to bolster her

spirits, emphasizing the importance of emotional support in the face of

adversity. This leads to a decision for her to give them one month to
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effectuate change before she takes further action on her own.

In summary, Chapter 28 illustrates the profound emotional toll of

incarceration, the critical importance of human connection, and the enduring

struggle for justice. Fauziya’s story encapsulates themes of desperation,

resilience, and hope as she navigates the complexities of the immigration

system while holding on to her values and the support of her allies.

Element Summary

Chapter
Title Chapter 28

Author Fauziya Kassindja

Main
Theme

The emotional toll of incarceration and the importance of human
connection.

Initial
Situation

Fauziya learns about her transfer, which brings false hope but leads to
despair when she arrives at York prison.

Prison
Conditions

Harsh conditions at York, including a maximum-security unit, worsen her
health but she finds camaraderie among fellow inmates.

Desperation Struggles with hopelessness while reaching out to her supporters,
feeling trapped in an indifferent system.

Legal Visit Fauziya expresses her desire for repatriation. Layli supports her by
reinforcing her father's teachings about resilience.

Faith
Discussion

Layli shares perspectives on suffering that resonates with Fauziya,
reminding her of her father's values of fighting for freedom.

New Legal Karen listens to Fauziya's story and proposes strategies to advocate for
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Element Summary

Team
Member her release, instilling hope.

Action Plan Legal team commits to daily communication for emotional support,
leading to a one-month plan for effective change before further action.

Conclusion The chapter captures Fauziya's struggle, resilience, and the profound
impact of support systems in the face of adversity.
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Chapter 29 Summary: Crisis

In Chapter 29 of "Do They Hear You When You Cry" by Fauziya Kassindja,

 we delve deeper into the protagonist's turbulent emotional state and the

challenges in her quest for asylum while in detention. The chapter opens

with Kassindja expressing her profound desperation and the struggles she

faces in maximum-security prison, where her legal team is attempting to

secure her release.

1. The protagonist is locked in a cycle of despair and yearning for freedom.

After a meeting with her legal support team, which includes friends and

lawyers, she expresses her inability to endure another month in prison.

Despite their encouragement, she feels increasingly isolated and determined

to escape, even if it means returning to Togo.

2. Communication barriers with both her legal team and prison staff worsen.

The hopeful start of a campaign for daily calls from her advocates begins to

dwindle as prison guards impose restrictions. Kassindja's isolation deepens

as her legal efforts to secure a transfer to a less restrictive prison stall, further

compounding her feelings of hopelessness.

3. As Kassindja’s mental health deteriorates, she reluctantly conducts phone

interviews with journalists. Although initially resistant, she recognizes the

necessity of raising awareness about the atrocities she faces, specifically
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female genital mutilation (FGM), which serves as a critical point of her

asylum claim.

4. Throughout her imprisonment, Kassindja experiences physical ailment

alongside emotional turmoil. Despite her requests for medical attention, she

is often dismissed by prison healthcare staff, who attribute her symptoms to

anxiety related to her environment rather than addressing her underlying

health issues.

5. A pivotal moment occurs when Kassindja is transferred to a

minimum-security facility after sustained efforts from her advocates,

reigniting a glimmer of hope. This relocation introduces her once more to

friends, who rally around her, providing emotional support as she grapples

with her complex feelings about her fate.

6. A significant encounter in the prison's bathroom profoundly impacts

Kassindja's outlook regarding her return to Togo. An inmate shares her

traumatic experience related to FGM by revealing the physical and

psychological scars she bears. This encounter ultimately solidifies

Kassindja's resolve to avoid returning to a culture that endorses such

treatment.

7. The chapter also discusses ongoing efforts by her legal team to prepare a

writ of habeas corpus, highlighting the inconsistencies and lack of

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


transparency concerning her detention status. Despite the overwhelming

stress and illness she endures, her advocates continue to work diligently for

her release, showcasing the importance of legal aid in immigration cases.

8. Amidst the despair, Kassindja faces a glimmer of potential hope as the

Board of Immigration Appeals (BIA) agrees to hear her case en banc,

signaling that her situation merits serious consideration. The sponsorship of

her asylum case receives heightened visibility due to media coverage and

advocacy efforts by organizations focused on women's rights.

9. The chapter concludes with a sense of anticipation mixed with trepidation

as Kassindja's legal struggles continue. The perseverance of her advocates

amidst bureaucratic hurdles becomes a beacon of hope, as her narrative

sheds light on the dire circumstances faced by many seeking asylum from

abuse and oppression.

Through her harrowing experiences in detention, Kassindja’s journey

reflects resilience in the face of dehumanization, underscoring the critical

need for empathy and action in the fight against gender-based violence and

systemic injustices.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Resilience in the Face of Adversity

Critical Interpretation: In Chapter 29 of Fauziya Kassindja's "Do They

Hear You When You Cry," the profound resilience exhibited by

Kassindja in her darkest moments serves as a powerful inspiration for

us all. Imagine yourself, trapped in the suffocating despair of an

unyielding environment, where every attempt to reclaim your voice

seems stifled by institutional walls. Yet, amid this turmoil, you find a

spark ignited by solidarity with those who stand beside you—friends

and advocates rallying for your freedom. This chapter reminds you

that true strength is not merely the absence of struggle but the

unwavering resolve to rise against it. Kassindja’s determination,

fueled by her unwavering refusal to accept the normalization of

suffering, teaches you that even in the bleakest situations, hope

intertwined with activism can pave the way toward change. It inspires

you to be a beacon of resilience in your own life, facing your

challenges head-on, and to impart that same empathy and action to

those who suffer around you.
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Chapter 30: April 24th

In the emotional climax of "Do They Hear You When You Cry," Fauziya

 faces a myriad of feelings and memories as she navigates her tumultuous

journey in detention. The chapter begins with her friends urging her to rest

after a difficult night filled with sorrow and aching pain. Despite their

support, she finds it hard to find solace and cries herself to sleep, praying for

an end to her suffering.

The next day brings a surprising sense of relief as she discovers that her

emotional state has shifted after a good night's sleep. Encouraged by her

friend Sylvie to eat, Fauziya struggles with her appetite, further highlighting

her ongoing battle with anxiety stemming from the uncertainty about her

future.

As she engages in her usual routine of crocheting and reflecting on her life

back home in Togo, feelings of loss and longing wash over her, compounded

by the lack of communication from her family. The dread of her impending

hearing looms large, stirring fear and anxiety about the possible outcomes.
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Chapter 31 Summary: Freedom

In this pivotal chapter of "Do They Hear You When You Cry," Fauziya

 Kassindja recounts her highly emotional release from York Prison, marking

a significant moment in her journey toward freedom and a new life. As she

emerges from the confines of imprisonment, she is welcomed by a

supportive crowd and her devoted friends, including Layli, Karen, and

Richard, who have tirelessly worked to secure her freedom. The emotional

reunion becomes a moment of joy and disbelief as Fauziya grapples with the

realization that she is free, expressing both excitement and lingering

concerns about her past and the fate of her friends still in prison.

1. Fauziya's release causes an immediate media frenzy, with reporters eager

to hear her story. Despite feeling overwhelmed, she understands the

importance of sharing her experience as it could shed light on the struggles

of many refugees facing inhumane treatment. The INS hastily releases a

statement downplaying the media’s involvement in her release, claiming it

was due to "reliable arrangements" they had made; however, her supporters

firmly believe it was the publicity that facilitated her freedom.

2. After leaving prison, Fauziya arrives at the home of Layli’s family, where

she is introduced to a nurturing environment filled with warmth and care.

Mrs. Bashir, Layli’s mother, welcomes her into their family with open arms,

creating a comforting space for her to recover from the trauma of her time in

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


prison. As she explores her new home, she experiences moments of

happiness that highlight the beauty of simple freedoms, such as her own

bedroom and the attention paid to her needs.

3. The discussions around her legal status continue as Fauziya prepares for

her upcoming hearing with the Board of Immigration Appeals (BIA). She

feels both anxious and hopeful as her fate hangs in the balance. Her

supporters assure her that this hearing will be different from the traumatic

asylum hearing that led to her imprisonment. This upcoming hearing

represents her last hurdle toward securing a stable future in America.

4. Beyond her legal battles, Fauziya reflects on her past, communicating

with her family and confronting the pain of separation from them. She learns

that her mother and brother have been affected by the situation too,

experiencing guilt and shame. The conversations illustrate the complexities

of family dynamics and the cultural challenges they encounter regarding

emotional expression and coping with distressing events.

5. As weeks pass, Fauziya receives positive news: the BIA grants her

asylum. The jubilant moment affirms not only her personal struggle but also

sets a crucial precedent for other women seeking refuge from practices like

female genital mutilation (FGM). While celebrating her victory and the

support of her friends, she also acknowledges the scars left by her

experiences in prison and the importance of remembering those who are still
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suffering.

6. The aftermath of her release leads to constant reflection about the role of

her experiences in raising awareness about FGM and her newfound identity.

Fauziya contemplates her future, considering various paths, including

nursing and human rights advocacy, as she seeks to contribute to a cause

larger than herself. Her perspective shifts as she realizes the potential impact

of sharing her story, demonstrating resilience and commitment to justice for

others.

7. Ultimately, Fauziya comes to terms with her past while building new

relationships and pursuing her goals in America. The supportive community

around her, including her legal team, embodies hope and determination to

fight for a more just world. As she contemplates her life ahead, she remains

steadfast in her mission to help others facing similar struggles and promote

understanding about the plight of refugees.

Through this chapter, Kassindja shares her journey filled with emotional

highs and lows, highlighting themes of resilience, freedom, and the

complexities of adjusting to a new life while grappling with a painful past.

Her spirit shines through the challenges, shedding light on the strength found

in community and the importance of advocacy in creating change.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Power of Community Support

Critical Interpretation: Fauziya's emotional release from prison

illustrates how a strong support system can serve as a lifeline during

life’s most challenging moments. When you face adversities,

remember that reaching out and connecting with those who care can

provide not just comfort, but also empowerment. The warmth and

kindness she received from Layli’s family remind us that no one

should face their struggles alone. This chapter inspires you to cultivate

and value your own relationships, to be that beacon of support for

others, and to embrace the strength that comes from unity in the face

of hardship.
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