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Expository Exultation Summary
Proclaiming God's Word with Passion and Joy.
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About the book

In "Expository Exultation," John Piper invites readers to explore the

profound intersection of passionate preaching and deep theological

reflection, arguing that true expository preaching not only communicates the

truths of Scripture but also fills the heart with joy and awe of God’s glory.

This book challenges pastors, teachers, and anyone seeking to deepen their

understanding of God's Word to embrace a joyous approach to exposition,

where exhilarating praise meets rigorous interpretation. Piper’s eloquent

prose and spiritual fervor inspire readers to see preaching as a powerful

means of awakening delight in the beauty and majesty of God, urging them

to not only convey the message but to celebrate it. Whether you are involved

in ministry or a devoted follower of Christ, "Expository Exultation"

promises to transform your approach to Scripture and ignite a passionate

pursuit of honoring God through the art of preaching.
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About the author

John Piper is a prominent evangelical pastor, theologian, and author, known

for his deep commitment to expository preaching and a passion for the

supremacy of God in all things. As the founder of desiringGod.org and the

former pastor of Bethlehem Baptist Church in Minneapolis, Minnesota,

Piper has devoted his life to inspiring Christians through his teachings that

emphasize the joy of glorifying God through faith and obedience. With a

prolific writing career that includes influential works such as "Desiring God"

and "The Passion of Jesus Christ," Piper has shaped contemporary Christian

thought and encouraged believers to seek a rich, joy-filled relationship with

God. His insights and passionate proclamations have resonated with

audiences worldwide, making him a key figure in modern Christian

literature and theological education.
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Chapter 1 Summary: 1 The Essence of Corporate
Worship

This chapter is an exploration of the essence of corporate worship and the

 role of preaching within it. The author, John Piper, seeks to establish that

preaching is not merely an instructional activity but an integral part of

worship that heightens the glorification of God among believers. The

discussion centers on the biblical definition of worship, the necessity of

understanding its inner essence, and how preaching can effectively facilitate

this experience.

1. The Nature of Worship: Worship is redefined from a mere institutional

activity to an experience of savoring God’s beauty and glory in Christ. The

essence of worship lies in the affections of the heart that magnify God.

Worship, thus, becomes an inward spiritual experience that results in

outward expressions, applicable across various cultures and contexts.

2. The Role of Preaching: Preaching acts as a catalyst in corporate worship,

guiding believers to see and cherish God’s glory. Piper argues that any

gathering for preaching without the aim of glorifying God diminishes its

value, similar to eating without savoring the meal. Preaching should awaken

the people’s heart to the realities of God, stirring both their faith and

affections.
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3. Inward Experience of Worship: The author emphasizes that worship is not

bound by physical places or rituals but is deeply rooted in the lifeblood of

the congregation’s collective experiencing of God's glory. The heart’s

engagement is essential; mere outward forms of worship can be meaningless

if they are not accompanied by genuine internal feelings and recognition of

God's worth.

4. Biblical Affirmations of Worship: Jesus' teachings in the New Testament

break any necessary ties between worship and specific locations, advocating

for a worship that occurs in spirit and truth. This orientation shifts the focus

of worship from ritualistic practices towards a heartfelt response to God’s

goodness.

5. The Godward Essence of Worship: All actions, whether eating, drinking,

or speaking, can become acts of worship when they are performed with a

heart valuing God’s glory. This idea underscores that worship is a continual

state of being, flowing through every aspect of life, not limited to Sunday

gatherings.

6. Transformative Power of Preaching: Piper stresses that true preaching can

lead to significant transformation among congregants. When preaching

unfolds the word of God in a way that magnifies its beauty, it fosters a

spiritual awakening that builds faith, leading to love and obedience—an

essential dynamic for both individual and corporate worship.
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In summary, Piper asserts that preaching and worship are interwoven

activities aimed explicitly at glorifying God. His viewpoint invites

reflections on how congregations can cultivate a worshipful heart, offering

deeper responses to God’s revelation through the lens of preaching. As

worshippers gather, their faith and awareness of God’s glory can be

intensified through heartfelt preaching, encouraging lives that naturally

reflect that glory.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Worship is an Experience of Savoring God’s Glory

Critical Interpretation: Imagine stepping into a place not just filled

with sound, but alive with the palpable presence of God, where each

note and word sings of His beauty. In this moment, worship

transforms from a mere ritual into an explosion of joy resonating deep

within your soul. As you engage in corporate worship, consider the

power of savoring God’s glory, feeling it stir your heart and awaken

your senses. This act elevates your everyday life, inviting you to seek

beauty in the mundane—turning everything you do, from sipping

coffee to sharing laughter, into a celebration of God’s goodness. With

each experience of communal worship, your heart expands, and you

become more attuned to recognizing and exuding His glory in your

daily interactions, ultimately transforming not just how you worship,

but how you live.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Chapter 2 Summary: 2 Corporate Worship

In John Piper's exploration of corporate worship, he delves into its biblical

 foundations and significance, arguing for its necessity in the life of the

Christian church. His examination can be broken down into several key

principles that illuminate the essence and fitness of communal worship.

1. The Essence of Worship: Worship's inner essence is rooted in

 satisfaction with God as revealed in Christ. This worship goes beyond mere

rituals; it comprises knowing, treasuring, and expressing the supreme worth

and beauty of God. The essence requires both foundational

roots—knowledge of God and His ways—and outward expressions of this

treasuring.

2. Admission of Beauty: Piper emphasizes that corporate gatherings for

 worship are "beautifully fitting," a concept echoed in Psalm 147:1, where

singing praises is deemed good and pleasant. Here, "fitting" transcends

physical attributes to encompass moral beauty, indicating that worship aligns

with ultimate reality and God's nature. When worship is performed as

intended, it reflects harmony with divine truth.

3. Moral Fitness: The ultimate justification for corporate worship stems

 from its moral fitness in relation to God's character. Worship is not merely

commanded—it is inherently beautiful and fitting due to God's design for
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humanity and creation. The invitation to congregational worship is a

response to God's inherent nature.

4. Old vs. New Testament Observance: If corporate worship was deemed

 suitable in the Old Testament, it is even more fitting now that Christ

provides a profound revelation of God’s glory. The New Testament writers

emphasize the unified gathering of believers to collectively honor God,

establishing a continuation of worship that deepens with the revelation of

Christ.

5. Unified Praise: Corporate worship brings forth a collective glory that

 is surpassed only by individual worship. Piper points out that unifying

diverse individuals in worship is a miraculous act that highlights God’s

power. Moreover, the beauty of unified worship reflects harmony akin to a

symphony, where distinct voices contribute to a richer expression of praise.

6. Corporate Identity: Biblical imagery describing the church—such as

 body, household, and bride—highlights its collective nature. Each metaphor

underscores the necessity of gathering for worship, which is fitting given the

shared honor that is due to God. The church, as a community, exists to

collectively worship, echoing familial values that demand honor in

communal expression.

7. Addressing One Another: The New Testament encourages believers to
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 engage in mutual singing as a form of worship. This bi-directional

praise—both to God and among one another—reinforces the communal

aspect of worship. Singing serves a dual purpose of edification and

glorification.

8. Misconceptions of Purpose: Arguments suggesting that gatherings are

 solely for edification misunderstand the interplay between worship and

mutual building up of faith. Authentic expressions of worship are inherently

edifying; they cultivate a God-centric focus that shapes communal life.

9. Historical Foundation of Gathering: The early church established a

 tradition of gathering regularly, primarily on Sundays, tracing back to

Christ’s resurrection. These gatherings facilitate worship and aim to stir one

another toward acts of love and good works, establishing a rhythm of

community life embedded in exaltation of God.

10. Balance of Focus: Piper stresses the need to maintain focus on God's

 glory amid congregational life. Cultivating an environment that

acknowledges both gravity and gladness enables a holistic worship

experience, emphasizing the beauty of encountering God as a community.

In conclusion, Piper's chapter argues that regular corporate worship among

Christians is both biblically warranted and beautifully fitting, articulating the

collective journey of knowing, treasuring, and expressing God's glory
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through unified praise—a practice intended to be celebrated widely across

generations. Thus, from the foundations of corporate worship, the discussion

transitions to the role of preaching within these gatherings, which will be

explored in the following chapter.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Essence of Worship

Critical Interpretation: Imagine a moment when you gather with your

church community, the music softly beginning, your heart poised with

expectation. As you stand amidst others, you are not just participating

in a ritual; you are engaging in a profound expression of satisfaction

and joy with your Creator. This essence of worship—rooted in

knowing and treasuring God through Christ—can inspire your life in

transformative ways. Each note sung and every prayer offered isn't

simply a duty; it's a declaration of the beauty and worth of God that

resonates in your soul. In this shared experience, you find

encouragement and unity, reminding you that your individual journey

with Christ intertwines with the collective journey of your church

family. You leave that gathering not merely uplifted but deeply

grounded in the truth of God’s glory, igniting a passion within you to

live out that worship daily, seeking to reflect His love and beauty in

every interaction.
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Chapter 3: Part 2 Why Is Expository Exultation Integral
to Corporate Worship?

In Chapter 3 of John Piper's "Expository Exultation," the author delves into

 the integral role of worship and preaching in the life of the church,

emphasizing their necessity as acts of God that transcend human effort. The

concept of expository exaltation—preaching that draws out the beauty and

worth of God from Scripture—emerges as central to authentic worship. 

1. The Beauty of Corporate Worship: Piper illustrates that corporate worship

is a beautiful and fitting expression of Christians’ collective recognition of

the majesty of God as revealed in Christ. It’s not merely a gathering of those

who are spiritually full; it’s also for the needy and thirsty who seek

nourishment from God’s word. Worship encapsulates both gratitude and

desperation, serving as a communal acknowledgment of God’s worth.

2. The Need for Human Help in Worship: Piper points out that Christians

often enter worship with various needs and struggles. It's essential for

individuals to depend on one another as well as on leaders who are equipped
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Chapter 4 Summary: 3 How Paul Brought Heralding into
the House of God

In the exploration of the role of preaching within Christian corporate

 worship, it becomes evident that preaching is not merely a form of

communication, but an act of worship in itself. At its core, preaching can be

described as "expository exultation," a term underscoring the dual

responsibilities of explaining the meaning of Scripture while simultaneously

rejoicing in its divine truths. This nexus of exposition and exultation reflects

the profound relationship between biblical communication and the act of

worship, aimed at revealing, treasuring, and showcasing the supreme worth

of God.

1. Understanding Expository Preaching: John Stott's definition anchors

 "exposition" not merely in a style of preaching—like verse-by-verse

explanations—but in its content, which must be rooted in biblical truth. The

preacher's task is to expose the text's meaning clearly, accurately, and

relevantly, bringing forth the inherent truths within Scripture. Exposition

must strive neither to impose external interpretations nor to obscure the

text's message.

2. The Interconnection of Exposition and Exultation: It is imperative to

 acknowledge that true preaching marries exposition with exultation. Merely

explaining a text without belief or joy falls short, as does expressing
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exuberance devoid of true understanding. The act of preaching in a corporate

worship context embodies both dimensions effectively, as it explores the

depths of Scripture while passionately celebrating the glories of God.

3. Preaching's Unique Vocabulary: Analyzing the New Testament

� �v�o�c�a�b�u�l�a�r�y� �r�e�l�a�t�e�d� �t�o� �p�r�e�a�c�h�i�n�g�—�n�a�m�e�l�y� �"�k���r�y�s�s�M�"� �(�t�o� �h�e�r�a�l�d�)� �a�n�d

"euangelizomai" (to preach good news)—reveals that these terms imply a

form of public, authoritative speech grounded in the proclamation of

significant truths. This speech is characterized by its earnestness and

urgency, calling believers to respond to the gospel message actively and

joyfully.

4. Paul's Use of Preaching in the Church: The apostle Paul's writings

 emphasize that preaching is a crucial component of the local church's

gatherings, asserting the necessity of proclaiming the word of God among

�b�e�l�i�e�v�e�r�s�.� �T�h�r�o�u�g�h� �t�e�r�m�s� �l�i�k�e� �"�k�a�t�a�n�g�e�l�l�M�"� �(�t�o� �p�r�o�c�l�a�i�m�)�,� �P�a�u�l� �i�n�t�e�g�r�a�t�e�s� �t�h�i�s

public announcement model into the life of the church, highlighting that the

gathered community requires ongoing teaching and encouragement through

the Scriptures.

5. The Command to Preach: In 2 Timothy 4:2, Paul explicitly

 commands Timothy to "preach the word." This directive underscores the

vital importance of preaching as it pertains to both the church's edification

and the spiritual growth of its members. Preaching serves not only the act of
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evangelism but also the nurturing of believers, warning and teaching as part

of the growth process within the faith community.

6. The Nature and Content of Preaching: Preaching carries a dual

� �n�a�t�u�r�e�—�a� �b�l�e�n�d� �o�f� �p�r�o�c�l�a�m�a�t�i�o�n� �(�k���r�y�s�s�M�)� �a�n�d� �t�e�a�c�h�i�n�g

(didaskalia)—creating a dynamic that engages both the intellect and the

spirit of the congregation. Preaching arises from a commitment to the

inspired Scriptures, which serve as the foundation for all teaching and

exhortation within the church. The content must be rooted in the entirety of

the biblical canon, recognizing its authority and transformative power in the

lives of believers.

7. The Importance of Preaching: The significant and solemn

 introduction that Paul provides to the command to "preach the word" in 2

Timothy 4:1-2 elevates the act of preaching to a matter of eternal

consequence, vested with authority before God and Christ. This gravity

reflects the serious nature of the mission entrusted to preachers—to herald

truths that bear eternal weight and significance for both the living and the

dead—thereby affirming preaching’s essential role in the life of the church.

In conclusion, the assembly of believers engaged in corporate worship finds

its distinct expression through the act of preaching, a practice fundamentally

rooted in God’s revelation and designed to elevate the message of Scripture.

Preaching serves as an indispensable vehicle for exalting God’s glory,
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facilitating the worship of His people by effectively combining the depths of

scriptural understanding with a responsive, heartfelt exultation. The beauty

of this practice is indicative of God’s intention for His people to collectively

know, cherish, and display the wonder of His greatness in every gathering.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Preaching as an Act of Worship

Critical Interpretation: Imagine entering a room filled with fellow

believers, your heart ready to engage, and as you listen to the preached

Word, you realize that this is more than just a sermon—it's an act of

worship. In understanding that preaching is not merely about

conveying information but about expositing and exulting in Scripture,

you are invited into a transformative experience. This realization

compels you to seek out a deeper appreciation not only for the

message but also for the God behind it. You feel the weight and

significance of each word—each illustration, each exhortation—is

steeped with divine purpose. In hearing the truth explained, your spirit

responds with joy and reverence, and you find yourself worshipping in

the very moment, celebrating God's greatness alongside your

community. It inspires you to approach every gathering with an

eagerness to both learn and rejoice, fueling your personal worship and

empowering you to exult in His truths long after you've left the

service.
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Chapter 5 Summary: 4 Four Roots of the Beautiful
Fitness of Expository Exultation in Worship

Chapter 5 of John Piper's "Expository Exultation" delves into the

 significance of preaching within the context of corporate worship, positing

four foundational reasons that underscore why preaching is uniquely suited

for glorifying God and enhancing the worship experience of a congregation.

The discussion highlights the intertwining of biblical history, the

relationship between preaching and scripture, the intrinsic connection

between preaching and faith, and the transformative power that preaching

can exert on individuals and communities.

1. The historical roots of Christian preaching can be traced back to the Old

Testament and Jewish synagogue worship. The practices exemplified in

Ezra’s exposition of the Law and later traditions in the synagogue laid a

foundational precedent for Christian preaching. This historical continuity

illustrates that preaching was not a novel introduction in the New Testament

but rather an evolution of existing practices rooted in Scripture. The model

set forth by Jesus, who engaged in reading and interpreting Scripture in

synagogues, further reinforces the idea that a reverent and communal

interaction with God’s Word through preaching is essential to worship.

2. The relationship between preaching and Scripture is critical. Piper

emphasizes that preaching the Word, as Paul instructs Timothy, involves a
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serious commitment to bringing forth the reality encapsulated in Scripture.

When preachers engage with the entirety of the Bible, they herald the truth

of God, thus making preaching not merely an act of speech but one of

worship that aims to bring glory to God. This act of exposition combines the

profound truth of Scripture with the preacher's heartfelt exultation, creating a

powerful medium for worship.

3. Preaching’s connection with faith is highlighted in its role of nurturing

and sustaining belief within the congregation. Piper argues that preaching

should aim to foster genuine faith that leads to transformative actions,

reflecting God's glory through the lives of believers. The intertwining of

preaching and faith establishes that preaching serves a dual purpose—not

only does it communicate God’s message, but it also cultivates a responsive

heart that seeks to honor God through love and obedience.

4. The transformative nature of preaching affects both individuals and

communities. Piper suggests that authentic preaching can catalyze

significant life changes among congregants, ultimately manifesting in love

and service that glorify God. The preacher’s role in leading people to

encounter the divine through a clear and passionate exposition of Scripture

creates a space for spiritual growth and maturity, impacting the church's

mission and unity.

In conclusion, Piper contends that preaching is a vital and divinely ordained
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component of corporate worship. Its historical roots, fidelity to Scripture,

nurturing of faith, and transformative power converge to create a richly

fitting practice that aims to expose the congregation not only to the truths of

God’s Word but also to a deeper, more vibrant worship of Him as the

ultimate source of joy and meaning in their lives.

Key
Concepts Summary

Historical
Roots of
Preaching

Christian preaching has its origins in the Old Testament and Jewish
worship practices, particularly in Ezra's exposition of the Law,
indicating that it evolved from existing traditions rather than being a
New Testament novelty.

Preaching and
Scripture

Preaching involves a serious commitment to conveying the truth of
Scripture, making it an act of worship that ultimately glorifies God
through heartfelt exultation and biblical truth.

Preaching and
Faith

Preaching nurtures and sustains faith within congregations, fostering
genuine belief that reflects God’s glory through transformative actions
in believers' lives.

Transformative
Power of
Preaching

Authentic preaching can lead to significant life changes in individuals
and communities, encouraging actions that glorify God and fostering
spiritual growth within the church.

Conclusion

Preaching is an essential part of corporate worship, integrating
historical roots, fidelity to Scripture, the nurturing of faith, and
transformative impact to expose congregants to God's truths and
enrich their worship experience.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Transformative Power of Preaching

Critical Interpretation: In your own life, consider how the

transformative power of preaching can inspire you to not only engage

more deeply with scripture but also ignite a passion for communal

worship that reflects God's glory. Imagine stepping into your church

each week, not just as a passive listener, but as an eager participant

ready to be changed. Each sermon becomes an invitation for personal

reflection and action, compelling you to allow God’s message to

reshape your heart and direct your steps towards love and service. As

you hear the Word expositionally shared, feel how it resonates within

you, provoking thoughts that lead to concrete changes in your daily

life, igniting your faith in ways that draw you closer to others and to

God. Embrace the idea that through preaching, you are not only

consuming truth but being nurtured and equipped to transform your

community, reflecting the very essence of worship.
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Chapter 6: 5 The Trinitarian Roots of Expository
Exultation

In discussing the essence of expository preaching within corporate worship,

 the text emphasizes its deep-rooted connection to God’s triune nature. This

principle underlines that the unique aspect of preaching aligns harmoniously

with how God experiences Himself eternally in the Trinity. The argument is

made that human worship mirrors divine worship; thus, our approach to

worship is informed by the perfect knowledge and joy that exists among the

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

1. Jonathan Edwards's View of the Trinity: The analysis begins with an

 appreciation of Jonathan Edwards's insights regarding the Trinity, described

as a profound and biblically grounded understanding. Edwards posits that

the Father embodies the essence of God in its uncreated form, the Son

emerges through God's self-knowledge, and the Holy Spirit represents the

divine love and joy that flows between them. Each Person of the Trinity,

while distinct, is fully God and essential to understanding divine

interactions.
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Chapter 7 Summary: Part 3 How Does Preaching Become
a Means of the Miracle of Worship—Supernaturally?

In Chapter 7 of "Expository Exultation," John Piper explores the nuanced

 relationship between eloquence in preaching and the central message of the

Gospel, particularly the cross of Christ. He emphasizes the importance of

preaching that doesn't compromise the power of the cross through reliance

on human eloquence. He unpacks this theme through several vital

considerations.

1. The Danger of Eloquence in Preaching: Piper begins by referencing

 Paul’s warnings in 1 Corinthians, where he states, “Christ did not send me

to baptize but to preach the gospel, and not with words of eloquent wisdom,

lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.” He cautions preachers about

the dangers of relying on cleverness, elegant phrasing, or manipulative

rhetoric, which can overshadow the message of Christ and produce

superficial responses.

2. Understanding Scriptural Eloquence: Despite Paul's renunciation of

 eloquent speech, Piper points out that many parts of the Bible are indeed

eloquent, as noted by figures like Calvin and Luther. The author's choice of

words and the beauty of the scriptures can and does play a crucial role in

communication, yet it is vital that this eloquence serves to glorify God rather

than the speaker.
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3. Historical Examples of Preaching: Piper contrasts two well-known

 preachers from the First Great Awakening—George Whitefield and

Jonathan Edwards. Whitefield’s dramatic eloquence was captivating to

many, including the non-believer Benjamin Franklin, while Edwards’

“non-dramatic” yet intensely passionate theological logic was profound.

Piper raises critical questions about whether either style diminishes the

power of the cross in their preaching.

4. The Essence of Christian Eloquence: He explains that true eloquence

 in preaching ought not to attract attention to the preacher but to magnify the

glory of God. As he cites theologian James Denney: “No man can give the

impression that he himself is clever and that Christ is mighty to save.” This

highlights an essential reminder that any eloquence employed in preaching

must point away from human cleverness toward divine truth.

5. Guidelines for Preachers: Piper suggests that preachers can

 judiciously choose words that are compelling and well-structured without

compromising the essence of their message. He proposes the dual criteria of

self-humiliation and Christ-exaltation to sift through the pursuit of

eloquence in preaching. If one’s words elevate self rather than Christ, then

that pursuit of eloquence must cease.

6. Theological Implications: He also reflects on how a preacher’s
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 eloquence should resonate with theological significance—focusing on the

rich realities of the Gospel and the implications of the cross for daily living.

This entails connecting the beauty of language to the heavy themes of grace,

sin, and redemption in a way that transforms the hearts of the congregation.

7. Healthy Preaching Practices: Piper concludes by asserting that any

 pursuit of eloquence in preaching should foster understanding of the Gospel

as the core of the message. He encourages preachers to ground their

communication in the configurations of biblical truths that preserve the

integrity of both the message and the medium. Ultimately, preaching should

drive believers deeper into an understanding of the depth of God’s grace, a

grace that is both freeing and commanding, and which calls for a life marked

by holiness and love.

In summary, Piper advocates for a style of preaching that is rich in

theological insight and powerful language but always remains focused on

the glory of God revealed through the cross. Preachers must carefully

navigate the fine balance between engaging and compelling rhetoric and the

preeminent message of the Gospel, which is the crux of their ministerial

calling.
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Chapter 8 Summary: 6 Expository Exultation

In this chapter of "Expository Exultation," John Piper explores the profound

 relationship between worship and preaching, emphasizing the miraculous

and impossible nature of both acts. Here are the key principles highlighted

throughout the chapter:

1. The Essence of Worship: Corporate worship is essential for Christians as

it allows believers to express their knowledge of God and their affections for

Him in unity. Worship is not simply an individual overflow of joy; it also

encompasses neediness when congregants come desperate to encounter God.

The act of expressing gratitude and thirst for God's presence reflects the

multifaceted nature of worship.

2. Divine Design for Mutual Support: God has orchestrated the church to

require mutual dependence among its members, including teachers and

pastors, to awaken and sustain worship. Paul underscores in the New

Testament that believers need encouragement and exhortation from one

another to strengthen their faith and maintain a heart of worship.

3. The Role of Preaching in Worship: The unique nature of preaching lies in

its capacity to model and facilitate worship. Preaching, particularly

expository preaching, connects the richness of Scripture with the

congregation’s capacity for joy and love toward God. Through a careful
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exposition of God’s Word, preachers help congregants appreciate the beauty

and worth of God in a way that enlivens their worship experience.

4. Human Limitations and the Supernatural Call: Piper emphasizes that

preaching and authentic worship are not inherently achievable by natural

human means. They require the miraculous workings of the Holy Spirit, who

opens the eyes of both the preacher and the congregation to the divine truths

of Scripture. A true encounter with God during worship is a supernatural

experience that unveils the reality of His glory.

5. The Bottom Reality of Faith: At the foundation of effective preaching is

the necessity of faith—believing in the promises of God to assist the

preacher in conveying His Word. This faith must be grounded in an

expectation of God’s faithfulness. The preacher must approach the pulpit

leaning on the Spirit and trusting the assurances found in Scripture to

empower their message.

6. The Nature of Preaching: Preaching, as understood by Piper, extends

beyond mere rhetorical skill; it is a unique act that must communicate the

reality of God's glory. The preacher must focus on the revelation contained

within the biblical text and convey that reality to the congregation. This

requires rigorous attention to the words of Scripture, demonstrating how

they lead to an understanding of God's character and an experience of His

presence.
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7. The Aim of Scripture and Preaching: The ultimate aim of both Scripture

and preaching is to glorify God, leading to an experience of delight in Him.

This focus transforms the lives of believers, as the act of preaching nurtures

a reality that brings forth love and obedience, rooted in faith and resulting in

a life glorifying to God.

Piper's blend of theological reflection and practical application encourages

both preachers and congregants to engage deeply with the act of worship and

the proclamation of God's Word. Through expository exultation, the beauty

of the divine message is both unveiled and celebrated in community

gatherings, fostering a collective experience of joy in God. This chapter

serves as both a reflective guide for preachers and a call for congregational

engagement, aiming for a rich, worshipful experience in corporate settings.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Role of Preaching in Worship

Critical Interpretation: Imagine stepping into a church, your heart

heavy with the weight of the week, and as the preacher opens the

Word, you feel the tension begin to lift. This is the miraculous role of

preaching; it connects you not only to Scripture but also to the very

heart of God! Through the careful unpacking of biblical truths, you

find yourself awash in a new appreciation of His beauty and

worthiness, igniting a fire in your spirit that compels you to worship

with renewed vigor. You realize that preaching is not just about

knowledge; it's an invitation to experience the divine glory, fueling

your affection for God in a way that transforms your everyday life and

deepens your relationship with Him, rejuvenating your community in

the process.
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Chapter 9: 7 Expository Exultation by Faith

In this chapter of "Expository Exultation," John Piper elaborates on the

 intricate relationship between preaching and worship, with a focus on the

supernatural dynamics that influence both. Piper emphasizes that worship

and preaching are not merely human endeavors, but miraculous acts that

occur through the empowerment of the Holy Spirit. The essence of worship

stems from a profound satisfaction in God made possible through a new life

in Christ, while effective preaching transcends natural rhetoric, aiming

instead to awaken hearts to the glory of Scripture, facilitating genuine

worship.

1. The Role of the Holy Spirit: Piper highlights that the participation of

 the Holy Spirit is essential for both worship and preaching. Preaching, in

particular, is a medium through which the Spirit works miracles by enabling

believers to “see and savor” the truths of Scripture. The key to unlocking

this supernatural experience is “hearing with faith,” articulated in Galatians

3:5. This process of spiritual engagement allows individuals to be vessels of

God, where the grace of God flows through their actions.
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Chapter 10 Summary: Part 4 How Does Preaching
Become a Means of the Miracle of Worship—Naturally?

In Chapter 10 of "Expository Exultation," John Piper discusses the profound

 connection between preaching and worship, underscoring the importance of

effectively communicating the transformative realities of Scripture. His

exploration offers viewers a deep understanding of preaching as a pivotal

element in corporate worship.

1. Preaching aims to navigate through the biblical text to reach the deeper

realities it signifies, engaging the congregation in experiencing the truth as

intended by the biblical authors. This process requires a preacher's focus not

solely on the text's surface meaning but also on the underlying truths and

connections that resonate with the congregation’s faith.

2. The scope of the reality being preached extends beyond the immediate

context of a scriptural passage. Understanding an author's overall vision of

reality helps ensure that sermons are not muzzled or misinterpreted.

Preachers must be grounded in both the specific message of the text and the

broader biblical narrative.

3. Preaching that is rooted in God’s word serves to maintain the authority of

Scripture, establishing a correlation between the preacher's message and the

divine truths conveyed in the text. This connection is critical for sustaining
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the congregation’s faith and ensuring that their understanding of the sermon

stems from the biblical foundation.

In practical terms, Piper emphasizes that preaching is not an isolated act but

rather a collaborative miracle where the Holy Spirit plays an essential role in

illuminating both the preacher’s words and the congregation’s hearts. He

advocates for a style of preaching that brings out the richness of Scripture,

helping the audience see the connections between the text's reality and their

lives.

The chapter concludes by asserting that genuine worship, enhanced by

expository preaching, is an experience of God’s reality that should be visibly

expressed in the lives of believers, leading to a deeper commitment to

obedience and love—hallmarks of a life transformed by faith. Thus, both

preaching and worship become intertwined, reflecting a relationship where

truth and reality translate into heartfelt praise and corporate edification.
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Chapter 11 Summary: 8 Expository Exultation

In "Expository Exultation," Chapter 11 explores the intricate relationship

 between the natural and supernatural elements of preaching and worship.

The chapter is framed around the premise that clear thinking and valid logic

in preaching are essential to spiritual experiences and authentic worship.

Preaching, viewed as an act of worship, necessitates the preacher's keen use

of natural faculties to engage listeners and illuminate the beauty of God. 

1. Natural and Supernatural: Worship, as an encounter with the beauty

 of God, is fundamentally a supernatural act, reliant on the Holy Spirit to

reveal divine glory. Preaching serves as a human response to this

supernatural dynamic. It operates within a paradox; while worship is a

divine work, preaching is decidedly human. Preachers must recognize their

reliance on the Spirit, yet strive to maximize their natural abilities,

employing reason and clear communication as means to evoke spiritual

engagement.

2. Natural Powers at Play: Natural powers encompass everyday human

 capabilities—listening, reasoning, and communicating. These abilities

should not be overlooked or diminished in the preaching process. Rather,

they function as conduits through which the Spirit works, revealing divine

truths to the hearts of believers. The expectation is that both preachers and

congregants actively engage their thought processes to grasp the significance
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of Scripture.

3. Integration of Human Effort and Divine Intervention: Paul illustrates

 that human thought and divine illumination must coexist for effective

preaching. Preachers are called to think diligently over Scripture while

simultaneously relying on God's grace for true understanding. This

responsibility extends to teaching congregants to think critically and deeply

about biblical truths to cultivate a mature faith.

4. Foundation of Mature Thinking: Preaching must foster a culture of

 rigorous thinking, challenging congregants to mature in their understanding

of faith. Paul’s instructions to Timothy reinforce the need for Christians to

grow beyond childlike thinking, equipping them to discern truth amidst the

plethora of doctrines. This goal demands a preacher's deliberate effort to

present clear and coherent messages.

5. The Challenge of Modern Culture: Today’s cultural context, which

 often prioritizes visual stimuli and emotional appeal over intellectual

engagement, poses a challenge to the clarity and depth of preaching.

Preachers risk failing their congregations if they do not prioritize logical

consistency in their messages. Engaging with Scripture requires hard mental

work, and preachers must commit to this challenge consistently.

6. The Role of Logic in Preaching: Logic, as a universal principle, is
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 essential for effective communication. Preachers are tasked with ensuring

their arguments follow sound logical structure, recognizing that inadequate

logic can lead to misunderstandings of biblical truths. Misuse of logic not

only misrepresents Scripture but can also mislead congregants, detracting

from the authority of God’s Word.

7. Error in Reasoning: The text discusses the importance of avoiding

 erroneous reasoning in preaching, illustrating the danger of making invalid

conclusions based on scriptural premises. Such errors can mislead

congregants and distort their understanding of salvation and obedience.

Inaccurate reasoning ultimately undermines the message of grace and truth.

8. People’s Ability to Reason: While many congregants may not

 articulate logical principles, they inherently understand and appreciate

logical consistency in communication. A preacher’s commitment to clarity

and coherence strengthens listeners’ trust and engagement with the message,

fostering a deeper connection to the preached Word.

9. Spiritual and Theological Foundations: The chapter emphasizes that

 authentic experiences of God’s love stem from accurately presenting

historical truths, such as Christ's death for humanity. This grounding in truth

provides a foundation for supernatural experiences, as the Holy Spirit works

within listeners’ hearts to reveal God’s love.
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10. Uniting Natural and Supernatural: Effective preaching bridges the

 gap between factual historical events and their theological interpretations.

Preachers must clarify these truths while relying on the Holy Spirit to ignite

authentic worship in hearts. This synergy is essential for transforming mere

knowledge into heartfelt experience of God's beauty.

11. Conclusion and Call to Action: The chapter culminates in a call for

 preachers to embrace their intellectual responsibilities diligently.

Recognizing the weight of their task, they should prioritize sound reasoning

and clarity of thought, knowing that such efforts honor God and foster deep

connections with their congregants. The objective is not just to communicate

information but to inspire a genuine encounter with the divine through

preaching that engages both mind and heart.

In summary, Chapter 11 of "Expository Exultation" articulates the vital

interplay between natural human reasoning and supernatural illumination in

preaching, emphasizing the need for logical clarity and coherent thought to

cultivate authentic worship and transform lives.
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Chapter 12: 9 “Lest the Cross Be Emptied of Its Power”

In this chapter titled "Lest the Cross Be Emptied of Its Power," John Piper

 explores the role of eloquence in Christian preaching, particularly in relation

to conveying the essence and power of the Gospel. The chapter emphasizes

the importance of avoiding eloquence that distracts from the cross and

instead focusing on the impact of preaching that honors God and reflects the

Gospel's transformative power.

1. Caution Against Eloquence: Paul’s injunction in 1 Corinthians

 emphasizes that preaching should not rely on “eloquent wisdom” lest it

detract from the power of the cross. The fear of nullifying the cross’s power

is a driving concern throughout the chapter; eloquence, if misused, risks

diminishing the message of salvation.

2. Biblical Precedent for Eloquence: While the Bible contains eloquent

 passages, Piper argues that this does not necessitate the use of human

wisdom in preaching. Texts that showcase the power of the Holy Spirit

exemplify a kind of eloquence that aligns with divine truth, contrasting with
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Chapter 13 Summary: Part 5 Rigorous Attention to the
Text for the Sake of Radical Penetration into Reality

In this chapter of "Expository Exultation," John Piper explores the profound

 connection between worship, preaching, and the nature of God. He

underscores that worship, particularly corporate worship, encompasses not

just expressions of gratitude and praise but also a deep-seated recognition of

God's beauty and worth, both individually and collectively.

1. Nature of Corporate Worship: Corporate worship is integral for

 Christians as it provides a space for individuals to express their knowledge

of God and to celebrate His glory together. This gathering is not merely

about overflowing joy from the spiritually full; rather, it serves as a lifeline

for those who come feeling empty and in need of spiritual nourishment. God

is glorified equally by both the full and the hungry worshipers.

2. Divine Design for Mutual Support: The chapter discusses that God

 designed the Christian faith to include dependence on one another. The

roles of pastors and teachers are emphasized as crucial for encouraging and

nurturing believers. Scripture supports this notion, illustrating how the

ministry of one another is vital for sustaining faith and worship. For

instance, exhortation from fellow Christians plays a pivotal role in

preventing spiritual hardening and promoting heartfelt worship.
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3. The Role of Preaching: Preaching serves as an essential aspect of

 corporate worship. Piper argues that preaching should not be perceived as

external to the worship experience; it acts as a vital part of it, aiming to

inspire genuine engagement with the beauty of God. He asserts that

preaching must be directed not merely to inform or persuade, but to enable

worshipers to see and savor the glory of God.

4. Spiritual Sight and Holy Spirit’s Role: Authentic worship is

 transcendent; it cannot occur solely through human means, but requires the

miraculous work of the Holy Spirit. Without His involvement, both

preaching and worship would fail to achieve their intended spiritual depth.

Piper elaborates on the necessity of "hearing with faith," which allows the

preacher to be a conduit for the Holy Spirit's work, ultimately bringing

congregants to a deeper appreciation for Christ.

5. Miracle of Worship and Life Transformation: Worship is a communal

 act that leads to transformation. Through preaching, believers can grasp the

glories of God and thus experience a change in their hearts that prompts not

only personal worship but also communal praise. The power of unified

voices praising God becomes a declaration of the community’s love and

devotion.

6. Faith and the Obedient Life: Piper insists that the aim of preaching,

 in line with both the Old and New Testaments, is to lead individuals toward
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a life characterized by faith—faith that manifests in love and obedience. He

highlights that both Old Testament characters and the New Testament

believers share a common calling to live by faith, indicating that God has

always required belief in His promises as the foundation of a faithful life.

In conclusion, Piper asserts that worship, particularly as it is expressed

through preaching, is not merely a ritualistic activity, but a profound

expression of our reliance on and relationship with God. It is a beautifully

fitting response to His glory that unites individuals in a common purpose,

leading to both personal and communal spiritual edification. The chapter

emphasizes the necessity of heartfelt worship in the life of the church,

arguing for consistent corporate gatherings to facilitate this divine exchange

of glory and grace.
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Chapter 14 Summary: 10 Text, Reality, and Sermon

In Chapter 14 of "Expository Exultation" by John Piper, the focus is on the

 integral relationship between the words of Scripture and the profound

realities they convey in preaching. Piper emphasizes the necessity for

preachers to engage deeply with the biblical text to reveal and connect the

audience with divine truth. The chapter articulates several key principles

concerning the nature and purpose of preaching that contribute to a vibrant

worship experience.

1. The Crucial Connection: Preaching must raise awareness of the

connection between Scripture and the reality it expresses. If hearers cannot

see this connection, they may lose sight of the divine authority contained in

the biblical text. Thus, rigorous attention to the actual words of Scripture is

vital for understanding the spiritual realities they encapsulate.

2. Ultimate Goal of Preaching: The ultimate aim of preaching aligns with

that of Scripture: to exalt God's infinite worth and beauty, leading to a life of

worship among believers. In this view, worship extends beyond mere acts in

a service and embodies every act of life that communicates God as our

supreme treasure.

3. Expository Preaching Defined: Preaching should be expository, meaning

it must draw out the inherent truth in Scripture and present it clearly. This
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requires the preacher to focus not solely on the linguistic or structural

elements of the text, but on the deeper reality of God, His attributes, and His

intentions, which the text communicates. True exposition intertwines

understanding with a passionate response to the divine.

4. The Essence of Preaching: The core of preaching is revealing spiritual

reality rather than merely explaining grammatical structures or textual

details. While engagement with the text is necessary, preachers should

emphasize the divine truths that the text conveys; for instance, when

presenting “God is love,” the preacher should unfold the realities of God and

love embodied in that statement and explore the implications for believers'

lives.

5. The Role of Emotion: Spiritual excitement should stem not just from the

excitement over discovering textual structures but from an encounter with

the reality of God presented in the Scripture. The preacher aims to guide the

congregation not only to an intellectual understanding but also to an

emotional engagement with the truth that evokes a spirit of worship.

6. The Importance of Rigorous Handling: Exegesis involves not just

intellectual curiosity but also venerating the real biblical truths conveyed

through the text. This involves casting aside any subjective interpretations

that deviate from the intended meaning and faithfully presenting God’s word

as it is written.
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7. Teaching and Preaching: Preaching encompasses a teaching component;

proper teaching illuminates the truths being heralded. Thus, effective

preaching serves to explain and apply the truth without diminishing its

heartfelt authority. Piper highlights that the preacher must balance teaching

within the act of heralding, affirming that both elements work harmoniously

in a worship context.

8. Comprehensive Authority: The call to preach involves awareness that

preaching holds profound authority. Piper points to the biblical instruction to

Timothy, underscoring that the act of preaching emerges from a place of

solemn responsibility and divine oversight. Recognizing the significance of

preaching helps frame it as a holy task, wherein the preacher is an

ambassador of God, bringing forth His word to the congregation.

9. The Impact of Expository Preaching: The chapter ultimately posits that

when preaching is rooted in the truth of Scripture and performed with a

sense of awe and reverence, it fosters a collective worship that transcends

the spoken word, shaping the lives of believers toward greater holiness and

deeper communion with God.

Piper's reflections in Chapter 14 underscore the profound weight and

responsibility that accompanies the act of preaching within the church,

illustrating that faithful exposition leads not only to understanding but
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significantly enhances the church's worship and mission in the world. By

adhering to these principles, preachers can ensure that their messages

resonate with divine truth, encouraging a vibrant faith community that exalts

God's glory in all aspects of life.

Key Principle Description

The Crucial
Connection

Preaching must highlight the connection between Scripture and its
divine reality to preserve the authority of biblical texts.

Ultimate Goal of
Preaching

The aim is to exalt God's worth and beauty, fostering a lifestyle of
worship beyond the church service.

Expository
Preaching Defined

Preaching should draw out the inherent truths of Scripture and
present the deeper reality of God, His attributes, and intentions.

The Essence of
Preaching

Emphasizes revealing spiritual reality and divine truths over mere
textual explanations.

The Role of
Emotion

Encourages emotional engagement with the truth, fostering a spirit
of worship through an encounter with God.

The Importance of
Rigorous Handling

Involves faithful exegesis that preserves the intended meaning of
biblical truths, avoiding subjective interpretations.

Teaching and
Preaching

Preaching incorporates teaching, aiming to explain and apply
truths while maintaining heartfelt authority.

Comprehensive
Authority

Recognizes the profound authority of preaching as a solemn
responsibility, framing it as a holy task.

The Impact of
Expository
Preaching

Rooted in Scriptural truth, it fosters collective worship and shapes
believers towards holiness and communion with God.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Ultimate Goal of Preaching

Critical Interpretation: Imagine sitting in a service where the words of

Scripture come alive—not just as ancient texts but as a vibrant

reflection of God’s infinite worth and beauty. When you grasp that the

ultimate aim of preaching is to exalt God and lead you to a life of

worship, it can transform how you view every moment of your life.

You start to see your daily routines, interactions, and challenges as

opportunities to express reverence and gratitude toward God, realizing

that worship isn't confined to Sunday but pulsates throughout your

week. This understanding inspires you to engage deeply with your

surroundings, to treasure God actively, and to overflow with His love

in all you do.
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Chapter 15: 11 Showing How Reality Shines through the
Words of the Passage

In Chapter 15 of "Expository Exultation," John Piper emphasizes the critical

 nature of preaching that connects Scripture to the realities of faith. He

addresses the importance of not only stating truths found in the Bible but

also demonstrating how those truths are explicitly rooted in the text itself.

This approach aims to help congregants see and understand the profound

connections between the words of Scripture and the realities they convey,

ultimately helping them to grasp the glory of God as communicated through

the biblical narrative.

1. Piper begins by stressing that the preacher's role is to make the connection

between the text and the underlying spiritual reality explicit. He contends

that merely stating truths without grounding them in specific verses does a

disservice to both the sermon and the congregation. A preacher's authority

should stem from the Scripture, not personal opinion.

2. Using the example of Matthew 7:7-12, Piper outlines how the preacher
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Chapter 16 Summary: 12 Preaching in the Light of an
Author’s All- Encompassing Vision of Reality

In Chapter 16 of "Expository Exultation," John Piper explores the intricate

 relationship between preaching, Scripture, and the overarching reality

conveyed through biblical texts. He emphasizes the necessity of not only

explaining the Scripture but also allowing congregants to experience the

reality it intends to communicate. Here is a detailed summary of the

chapter's key principles:

1. Preaching aims to convey a reality that transcends the textual words,

facilitating a deep connection for the congregation through rigorous

engagement with the Scripture. This connection underscores the importance

of expositional preaching, which goes beyond surface analysis to reveal

profound truths intended by the biblical authors.

2. An incomplete understanding of the reality conveyed by a text can lead to

inadequacies in preaching; simply citing the text isn't enough. Preachers

must help congregants see how the text communicates its message by

effectively engaging with the wording itself, thereby retaining the text's

authority and enabling a richer learning experience.

3. Understanding a biblical author's comprehensive vision is essential for

effective preaching. A preacher must grasp not only the immediate text's
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meaning but also how it fits within the larger narrative of Scripture to

convey the author's intent accurately. This requires both a thorough

knowledge of the text and an awareness of the author's broader theological

context.

4. The concept of reality must be anchored in the divine character and

intentions expressed in Scripture. Paul, for instance, highlights the glory of

God as a cornerstone for understanding biblical communication. This

theological foundation shapes how preachers should approach their texts,

always aiming to reveal God's glory and the implications of Christ's

redemptive work.

5. Preaching should lead to an experience of worship that is authentic and

transformative. Piper concerns himself with how preaching must prioritize a

God-centered focus, ensuring that every sermon points back to the beauty

and worth of God, which is ultimately more fulfilling than any other

outcome.

6. The chapter argues against two common mistakes in preaching: the

moralistic approach that simply instructs "just do it," which lacks the depth

of understanding grace and God's character; and the reductionist approach

that diminishes the seriousness of biblical commands by overemphasizing

Christ's completed work alone to the neglect of the believer's responsibility

to act under the Spirit's guidance.
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7. Piper emphasizes that true faith, which is essential for obedience, is not

only about believing certain truths but also involves delighting in and being

satisfied with who God is. This understanding shapes both preaching and the

spiritual life of the church.

8. Congruent with historical precedence, the chapter argues for the

intertwining of exposition and exultation in biblical preaching, highlighting

how the tradition of conveying biblical truths has its roots in both Jewish

worship practices and the New Testament's emphasis on preaching.

In conclusion, Piper contends that effective preaching must rigorously

engage with the text and unveil the reality of God’s character and His plans

for redemption through Christ. This approach, rooted in a sound

understanding of Scripture, facilitates authentic worship experiences that

grow the faith of the congregation, leading them toward lives that glorify

God both in word and deed.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Engaging with the Reality of Scripture

Critical Interpretation: Imagine walking into a Sunday service where

the preacher doesn’t just recite biblical verses or list moral imperatives

but unveils the very essence of the Scriptures, inviting you into a

transformative encounter with God’s glory. This chapter reminds you

that effective preaching transcends intellectual understanding,

propelling you into an experience that deepens your faith and

resonates with your spirit. It challenges you to be attentive, not just to

the words shared, but to the reality they illuminate about God’s

character and His intentions for your life. In this immersive

atmosphere, you are inspired to respond not merely by adhering to

commands but by delighting in God’s presence, allowing His truth to

reshape your understanding and fueling a passion within you that

spills over into your daily actions. Such a reality is not confined to

Sunday; it becomes the lens through which you view every aspect of

your life, igniting a desire to glorify Him in your words, choices, and

relationships.
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Chapter 17 Summary: 13 Expository Exultation and the
Glory of God, Part 1

In this chapter from "Expository Exultation" by John Piper, the focus is on

 understanding the ultimate goal of biblical authors, particularly as it pertains

to preaching and interpreting Scripture. The exploration begins with the

foundational realization that every biblical text is steeped in a broader vision

— the overarching aim of glorifying God.

1. Understanding the Ultimate Goal  

The term "ultimate goal" refers to the final destination of all other goals

found in Scripture. This relationship conveys the idea that every text

encourages believers to identify purposes that ultimately lead to

experiencing the glory of God. Preachers must discern which aspects of this

overarching vision will influence their messages, especially regarding how

the sermon text relates to Jesus Christ and the way of life that leads toward

salvation.

2. The Centrality of God’s Glory  

Piper confidently posits that throughout Scripture, the glory of God emerges

as the ultimate objective. This assertion underscores the transformative

nature of biblical preaching, which should focus on elucidating God's glory
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so that congregants can better understand, appreciate, and pursue it. This

approach reinforces the notion that glorifying God is not merely an ancillary

aspect of faith but the core essence of all that Scripture intends to convey.

3. Biblical Foundations of God’s Glory as Ultimate  

The author frequently draws on the Apostle Paul's writings to cement the

argument that God’s glory is paramount. Paul elucidates that sin

fundamentally involves exchanging God's glory for created things, while

faith, obedience, and even the sufferings endured in life bear witness to the

overarching narrative of glorification. For Paul, the trajectory of God's plan

consistently points to the manifestation and acknowledgment of His glory.

4. The Interconnectedness of Attributes  

Piper thoughtfully addresses alternative candidates other than glory that

might be viewed as ultimate goals, like God's love or mercy. However, he

asserts that such attributes ultimately contribute to God’s glory. Each of His

characteristics — love, mercy, righteousness — resonates within the larger

narrative of God being glorified.

5. Clarifying the Concept of Glorifying God  

In exploring the various ways of defining glorification, Piper distinguishes
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between "making God glorious" and "displaying His glory." The distinction

is vital for understanding worship and response. True glorification arises not

from human actions attempting to elevate God but from a genuine

recognition and celebration of His inherent excellence.

6. Heart Responses to God’s Glory  

The chapter stresses that authentic heart responses to God's glory are crucial.

While unrepentant humanity might glorify God through His just actions, this

is not the ultimate aim. Instead, the essence of glorifying God aligns with

acknowledging His beauty and worth through genuine appreciation and

heartfelt affection. This includes the joyful responses of love, delight, and

satisfaction in God's presence.

7. Glorifying God through Enjoyment  

Piper concludes that the enjoyment of God is central to glorifying Him.

Drawing from the Westminster Catechism, he explains that people glorify

God by enjoying Him, suggesting that glorification and enjoyment are

inseparable. If believers grasp this notion, preaching will be transformed into

a powerful instrument that inspires delight in God’s glory, fostering a

vibrant faith that translates into a life lived for His honor.

The chapter serves as a thought-provoking exposition on the profound and
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interlinked notions of glory, understanding, and joy in the Christian faith,

urging preachers to harness this understanding while conveying biblical

truths to their congregations.

Section Summary

Understanding the
Ultimate Goal

Every biblical text is aimed at glorifying God, encouraging
believers to pursue purposes leading to His glory.

The Centrality of
God’s Glory

The glory of God is the ultimate objective of Scripture,
emphasizing that preaching should focus on elucidating this
glory.

Biblical
Foundations of
God’s Glory as
Ultimate

Piper uses Apostle Paul's writings to argue that God's glory is
paramount, with all aspects of faith reflecting this trajectory.

The
Interconnectedness
of Attributes

Attributes like love and mercy contribute to God’s glory,
intertwining within the narrative of glorification.

Clarifying the
Concept of
Glorifying God

Piper distinguishes between 'making God glorious' and
'displaying His glory,' emphasizing true glorification arises from
recognizing His excellence.

Heart Responses
to God’s Glory

Authentic responses involve acknowledging God’s beauty and
worth through genuine appreciation and heartfelt affection.

Glorifying God
through Enjoyment

The enjoyment of God is central to glorification; preaching should
inspire delight in God’s glory, leading to a vibrant faith.
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Chapter 18: 14 Expository Exultation and the Glory of
God, Part 2

In Chapter 18 of "Expository Exultation," John Piper continues the

 exploration of how the ultimate goal of preaching should be to glorify God,

drawing attention to His beauty and worth through every scripture. The

chapter outlines six critical principles that preachers should embrace to

ensure that their sermons effectively reflect the glory of God while still

engaging with the specifics of the biblical text.

1. Finding Glory in Every Text: Preachers must be confident in their

 ability to uncover the glory of God within each passage of Scripture. This

conviction stems from the biblical principle found in 1 Corinthians 10:31

that highlights all aspects of life, including preaching, as centered around the

glory of God. As congregants become accustomed to seeing God’s glory in

Scripture, their understanding and appreciation will deepen.

2. Authenticating the Embodiment of God’s Glory: The way preachers

 embody the glory of God in their preaching is crucial. It’s important that
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Chapter 19 Summary: 15 Expository Exultation and
Christ Crucified, Part 1

In Chapter 19 of "Expository Exultation," John Piper delves into the

 fundamental principles of preaching, particularly emphasizing the

significance of centering every sermon on Jesus Christ and his crucifixion.

Piper presents several key ideas that illustrate this vital aspect of biblical

preaching.

1. Understanding Preaching's Relationship with Christ: Piper explains

 that the heart of any sermon should not only aim for the glorification of God

the Father but must also deeply connect with Jesus Christ and the impact of

his saving work. Preaching should unfold in a Trinitarian framework that

addresses the ultimate goal (God's glory), the foundational ground (the role

of Christ), and the means through which believers experience salvation (the

Holy Spirit).

2. The Centrality of the Cross: The apostle Paul's teachings serve as a

 guiding framework throughout the chapter. Piper highlights five significant

declarations from Paul that underline preaching Christ and emphasizes "the

unsearchable riches of Christ" and the necessity of preaching Christ

crucified. These statements are viewed as essential cornerstones for

understanding and communicating the gospel.
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3. The Unexpectedness of Paul’s Boasting: Piper identifies Paul’s

 remarkable assertion in Galatians 6:14, which invites believers to "boast

only in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ." This call is shocking because the

cross represents one of the most brutal forms of execution. However, Piper

contends that this emphasis on boasting in the cross signifies the crux of

Christian joy and identity.

4. Every Blessing Stems from the Cross: Piper articulates that in

 preaching, every positive aspect of the Christian experience—including

hope, tribulations, and communal support—must be linked back to the cross.

The cross serves as the foundational source of all blessings for believers,

illustrating the intricate connection between Christ's sacrifice and the good

things in life that come from God.

5. Heavenly Logic: Romans 8:32 is a focal point in the chapter, where

 Piper presents a "logic of heaven" that assures believers of God’s unyielding

promise to provide for them because of the sacrificial act of Christ. This

profound reasoning underlines that if God has already given his Son, he will

also generously provide everything else that is good for his people, framing

a compelling rationale for why every sermon must emphasize the cross.

6. The Importance of Contextualizing All Teachings: When Paul states

 that he would "know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him

crucified," Piper clarifies that this does not imply a lack of discourse on
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various topics. Instead, it signifies that every teaching or action should be

seen through the lens of Christ’s crucifixion. Thus, whether addressing

issues of morality, community issues, or personal struggles, all must be

contextualized in relation to the cross.

In conclusion, Piper makes a compelling case that every aspect of Christian

life and preaching should resonate with the message of Christ's crucifixion.

The cross is not merely an event in history but the defining reality that

undergirds all good things offered to humanity. Consequently, any sermon

devoid of this emphasis fails to capture the transformative power of the

gospel.
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Chapter 20 Summary: 16 Expository Exultation and
Christ Crucified, Part 2

In Chapter 20 of "Expository Exultation," John Piper emphasizes the

 profound relationship between expository preaching and the transformative

power of the cross of Christ. Piper begins by reflecting on the nature of

Paul’s teaching, particularly his assertion of boasting only in the cross (Gal.

6:14) and prioritizing knowledge solely of Christ crucified (1 Cor. 2:2).

Rather than suggesting that Paul avoided other topics, Piper elucidates that

all other discussions in Paul’s preaching only gain substance and

significance through the lens of Christ's sacrificial death.

1. The Impact on Preaching: Piper argues that faithfully preaching Christ

crucified necessitates a careful and thorough engagement with every detail

of Scripture rather than treating these details as mere stepping stones to a

summary of Christ's atoning work. He stresses that treating texts

superficially diminishes their significance and disservices the congregation's

understanding of Scripture, as it could lead them to underestimate the

importance of biblical imperatives meant for Christian living.

2. Understanding the Role of the Cross: The chapter challenges the notion of

a "beeline to the cross" in sermons. Piper suggests that the reality of Christ’s

death is not merely a segue into discussions of Christian living but is itself

the foundation for understanding how to live righteously. The cross
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empowers believers to embody the principles laid out in Scripture, such as

love, hospitality, self-control, and obedience.

3. Promoting a Vibrant Faith: Piper posits that true preaching should focus

on how the Christian life, as dictated by Scripture, is a life made possible

through Christ's work on the cross. This perspective invites congregants to

cultivate a love for the principles taught in the Word, rather than merely

seeking to recall the story of the cross. Piper calls for a joyful awareness

among believers of the exhaustive implications of the cross in everyday

living.

4. The Cross and the Transformation of Life: Each aspect of the Christian

life is presented as a "blood-bought grace,” essential to understanding that

Christ's death was meant to secure these realities. The triumph of the cross

includes equipping believers to live lives marked by godliness and loving

obedience, insisting that the essence of obedience is birthed from a

satisfying relationship with God—a dynamic further illuminated by the work

of the Holy Spirit.

5. The Holistic Approach to Preaching: Piper contrasts preaching that

superficially connects details to the gospel with preaching that deeply

integrates the cross into every Scriptural truth. He encourages preachers to

labor in revealing how every aspect of life detailed in Scripture is a

reflection of the glory of God made visible through the crucifixion and
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resurrection of Jesus.

6. The All-Satisfying God: Piper highlights that true contrition, repentance,

and love stem from finding satisfaction in God, which further fuels a hunger

for holiness. He illustrates this through historical accounts and scriptural

references that underscore how true joy and love arise from recognizing

God’s sufficiency and beauty. Preaching, therefore, must aim to cultivate

this longing for God as the highest treasure, which transforms hearts and

encourages radical acts of love.

Ultimately, Piper asserts that the way of life leading to salvation

encompasses living in a manner that glorifies God. This involves

manifesting the obedience that springs from a joyful relationship with God

and culminates in the vibrant and sacrificial love that reflects the heart of

Christ. Through this chapter, he articulates a compelling vision for preaching

that deeply connects the cross with the implications and joys of the Christian

life, demonstrating that every sermon can and should proclaim the

unsearchable riches found in Christ.
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Chapter 21: 17 Expository Exultation and the Obedience
of Faith, Part 1

In Chapter 21 of "Expository Exultation," John Piper emphasizes crucial

 principles for preaching that aim to guide believers towards a life of

holiness, sustaining faith, and ultimate salvation. This chapter is built around

three guiding questions, pivotal for the preacher's understanding of

Scripture, with a specific focus on the third question regarding the practical

way of life that leads to salvation.

1. The ultimate goal of preaching is to clarify the path that leads to life. Piper

asserts that recognizing the importance of holiness is vital since there exists

both a way to pursue holiness that leads to eternal life and a way that leads

to destruction. Jesus warns about the difficulty of finding the path to life

(Matthew 7:14), underscoring the necessity for effective preaching that

directs congregations towards this route.

2. Perseverance in faith and holiness is essential for final salvation. Piper

argues that mere intellectual acknowledgment of the gospel, like in the cases
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Chapter 22 Summary: 18 Expository Exultation and the
Obedience of Faith, Part 2

In the intricate tapestry of preaching, the aim is not merely to convey

 information but to illuminate the path toward joy, love, and eternal life

rooted in the Gospel. John Piper, in this chapter of "Expository Exultation,"

underscores the need for a proclaimed faith that leads toward sacrificial love

and holiness. Emphasizing the critical relationship between faith and love,

Piper contends that genuine faith is rooted in profound satisfaction in God,

effective in transforming hearts and, ultimately, in guiding believers towards

their final salvation.

The heart of this chapter pivots on several vital principles that richly inform

preaching:

1. The quintessential relationship between obedience and faith is

encapsulated in the phrase “obedience of faith.” It reinforces the urgency for

congregations to grasp that without such obedience—rooted in a deep

understanding of God as wholly satisfying—one cannot see the Lord. This

obedience translates faith into a living reality, manifested in love and

holiness.

  

2. The narrative reveals how the joyful experience of God’s greatness drives

genuine contrition. Piper illustrates this point through historical examples,
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such as David Brainerd's ministry to Native Americans, revealing that

authentic sorrow over sin arises from a deep longing to experience God’s

love and holiness rather than from fear of punishment.

3. The necessity of genuine contrition is crucial—it stems from recognizing

the delight found in God. True sorrow for sin emerges from a heart that

longs for righteousness and sees God as the ultimate treasure. Here, Piper

connects the dots between our love for God and our understanding of His

glory, stipulating that our weight of sorrow should be grounded in our

longing for His presence.

4. Piper urges preachers to be vigilant in fostering faith that leads to love.

Through historical narratives and scripture illustrations, he advocates the

view that the core message of preaching should consistently reflect God's

glory so that the congregation may taste and see His goodness. 

5. Moreover, Piper raises the essential characteristic of preaching—expositor

y exultation—which demands that sermons are not only articulate in

 their explanation of texts but also filled with passionate joy reflecting the

beauty of God. This entails a presentation that invigorates both the mind and

heart, drawing listeners into a vibrant experience of worship.

6. The chapter concludes by advocating that every sermon should strive to

unveil the reality of God's glory as inherently fitting within the fabric of
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worship. This is not a matter of simply adhering to a structure of preaching;

instead, it engages with the depths of biblical truth, simultaneously calling

the church to radical love and service born out of a profound encounter with

God.

Incorporating these overarching principles into the act of preaching calls for

a posture of humility, reliance on the Holy Spirit, and unwavering

commitment to presenting God in His fullness. The ultimate aim transcends

human effort, seeking to unveil the beautiful and transformative nature of

the divine, resulting in a congregation that not only sees God’s glory but

joyously responds to it. Through rigorous attention to the text, faithful

expository practices, and a deep yearning for the beauty of God, preachers

are equipped to help their people experience a robust, soul-satisfying faith

that leads to a fulfilling life of love and obedience toward God.
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Chapter 23 Summary: 19 Expository Exultation and the
Old Testament, Part 1

In Chapter 23 of "Expository Exultation," John Piper explores the profound

 relationship between the glory of God, the reality of Jesus Christ crucified,

and the Spirit-enabled obedience of faith in the context of preaching,

particularly focusing on Old Testament texts. This chapter delineates how

preachers can effectively integrate these themes into their messages while

honoring the textual integrity of Scripture.

The key emphases that are crucial for preaching, according to Piper, can be

summarized as follows:

1. God’s Glory as the Ultimate Goal: Piper asserts that the primary goal

 of all things, including preaching, is the glory of God. Citing various Old

Testament scriptures, he illustrates that God's intention throughout history

has been to exalt His glory. Emphasizing God's glory not only serves as the

ultimate aim of preaching but also gives context to the messages derived

from both the Old and New Testaments.

2. Christ's Crucifixion as the Foundation for Good: Jesus Christ's death

 is presented as central to the good that believers expect to receive from God.

Piper articulates that understanding and proclaiming the cross of Christ is

essential for comprehending the richness of Scripture. The crucifixion is not
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merely an event but the focal point of hope and blessing for believers,

revealing God's intent and character.

3. Spirit-Enabled Holiness: The emphasis on holiness highlights that it is

 through the work of the Holy Spirit that believers can live lives

characterized by love and sanctification. Piper reinforces that a life devoid of

love and holiness misses the mark of true faith. Thus, every preach is not

only informative but transformative, as it encourages the listeners to pursue

a reflection of God's glory through righteous living.

Piper confronts the concern of whether incorporating these themes into

preaching is consistent with the intentions of Old Testament authors. He

concludes that it is possible to do so faithfully, provided that the preacher

connects these overarching concerns with the specific context and details of

the Old Testament texts. Preaching should illuminate, not obscure, the

apparent truths in these scriptures.

Throughout this chapter, Piper advocates for a preaching style that is not

merely a recitation of doctrine but is rich in emotional and spiritual

engagement, fostering worship that captures the congregation’s hearts and

minds. The glory of God, manifested in Christ, and the Spirit's

transformative work are woven into the fabric of effective preaching,

providing believers with both understanding and affection for the divine.
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Ultimately, the chapter serves as both encouragement and challenge for

preachers to discern how to weave God’s glory, the significance of Christ’s

atoning work, and the power of the Spirit into their messages, ensuring that

these divine truths resonate within the Old Testament framework and lead to

genuine worship. This holistic approach not only enhances the depth of the

sermon but aligns with the ultimate aim of expository preaching: to reveal

God’s glory and draw people into a deeper love for Him.
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Chapter 24: 20 Expository Exultation and the Old
Testament, Part 2

In Chapter 24 of "Expository Exultation" by John Piper, the central theme

 revolves around the notion of preaching Christ crucified and its profound

implications for understanding and interpreting the Old Testament. The

chapter emphasizes that Paul’s preaching, particularly his messages to the

Corinthian and Galatian churches, is a testament to the centrality of Christ's

crucifixion in the Christian faith. This foundational event is presented as the

bedrock upon which all benefits of faith are built for believers, showcasing

that every good gift, every blessing, is ultimately rooted in the sacrifice of

Christ.

1. The Essence of Preaching Christ Crucified  

Piper posits that preaching Christ crucified does not merely entail recounting

the events surrounding his death but involves examining every biblical text

through the lens of Christ and His sacrifice. This perspective should

illuminate how every facet of scripture relates to the grace and gifts available

to believers because of the cross. The message of the cross must permeate all
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Chapter 25 Summary: 21 Expository Exultation and the
Old Testament, Part 3

In the exploration of preaching, particularly focusing on the relationship

 between the Old Testament and the New Testament, various essential

principles emerge that guide the preacher in fulfilling their mission

effectively. The aim of preaching, as articulated, is to lead congregants along

the path of faith that culminates in final salvation, underscoring the

importance of anchoring messages within Scripture to draw out divine

truths.

1. Nature of Preaching: The fundamental objective is to propagate the

 “obedience of faith,” wherein the essence of preaching aligns with the

central theme of Scriptural teachings, emphasizing love as the culminating

action of faith. The connection between faith and love is emphasized

throughout both the Old and New Testament, showing that faith entails a

deep satisfaction in God that produces a life driven by love.

2. Theological Foundations: Old Testament preaching should maintain a

 focus on the necessity of joy in God's presence, reflecting satisfaction in all

He offers. This is analogous to the New Testament, where the ultimate goal

is love arising from sincere faith. The Scriptures are not merely historical

documents but possess inherent authority and truth meant to direct believers

toward genuine exercise of faith.
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3. Hebrews as a Framework: The connection between the love evident in

 the experiences of early Christians and the faith showcased in the lives of

Old Testament figures, as seen in Hebrews, illustrates a continuous thread of

divine expectation for believers throughout Scripture. The narrative of faith,

exemplified by figures like Abraham and Moses, serves as a prototype of

how believers should operate, rooted in faith that leads to love.

4. Importance of Faith: Central to both the Old and New Testament is

 the role of faith, which contrasts with the disobedience often evident in the

history of Israel. The message is consistent: to neglect faith is to diverge

from the path ordained for salvation and blessing.

5. Pentateuch and Beyond: The law of the Old Testament serves as a

 precursor to understanding faith and grace. The law was designed to lead

Israel toward understanding their need for faith in God’s promised

Redeemer. Through the narratives of the Pentateuch, an emphasis on faith

emerges more pronouncedly than legalism alone, inviting believers to

approach the law with an attitude of faith.

6. Psalms as Evidence of Heart Religion: The Psalms deeply illustrate

 how the Old Testament saints approached God, highlighting trust, love, and

the longing for His presence as integral to their faith. This establishes a

pattern for preaching that seeks to foster a satisfying relationship between
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the believer and God, hence promoting a life characterized by love that

flows from their faith.

7. Preaching Must Illuminate Reality: Effective preaching must attend

 meticulously to the scriptural text, ensuring that congregants see the

connections between the words used and the divine realities they signify.

The call to preach the word necessitates a deep engagement with Scripture

so that the congregation grasps not only the doctrines presented but also

experiences the life-changing truths through personal faith.

8. The New Covenant: The promise of a new covenant foreshadowed in

 the Old Testament is fulfilled in Christ’s sacrificial act, establishing a

deeper relationship between believers and God through the Holy Spirit.

Preachers are tasked with revealing this truth in the text, leading congregants

towards understanding their role in this new covenant dynamic.

9. Corporate Worship: The function of corporate worship is

 underscored as being “fitting” for a community that seeks to express the

worthiness of God collectively. Scriptural mandates call believers to gather

in worship, not only to fulfill moral obligations but as a profound expression

of their relationship with God—an essential part of being the church.

10. Holistic Integration of Worship and Edification: Understanding that

 edification is inherently linked to worship galvanizes the church’s mission.
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The preaching assembly must emphasize God’s glory, enabling individuals

to see how vertical worship translates into a transformative experience for

the community. 

Through these principles, the overarching message remains that preaching

must be firmly grounded in Scriptural truth, centering on the edification of

believers as they are drawn into deeper faith, which naturally results in love

and glorifying God collectively. The health of the church is integrally

connected to the clarity and passion with which its leaders proclaim truths

from Scripture, ultimately leading to a life of obedience that flows from

satisfaction in God.
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Chapter 26 Summary: Concluding Thoughts

In the final chapter of "Expository Exultation," John Piper encapsulates the

 essence and significance of expository preaching, portraying it as a deeply

unique calling that is inherently intertwined with worship and the divine

purpose of the church. Piper introduces several pivotal themes to underline

the profound implications of this calling.

1. Distinctiveness of Expository Exultation: Piper asserts that expository

 exultation stands alone in its combination of divine insight and human

expression. It is neither a product of worldly communication nor can it be

easily appropriated by secular means. This sacred craft involves prayerful

preparation, fervent seeking of truth, and a heartfelt proclamation aimed at

revealing the glory and worth of God.

2. Worship-Centric Communication: At its core, expository exultation

 serves to elevate worship. Piper emphasizes that the essence of humanity is

rooted in knowing and delighting in God. In their gatherings, worshipers

collectively engage in a miracle of corporate worship, facilitated

significantly by the preaching of God’s word, which acts as both an

instrument of worship and a catalyst for awakening spiritual fervor.

3. God as the Ultimate End: While the effects of savoring God in

 worship are profound and far-reaching—affecting decisions, relationships,

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


and hearts—Piper is clear that God Himself is the ultimate focus. Worship

should not be approached as a means to an end; rather, encountering and

enjoying God is the paramount objective, ensuring that the worship

experience retains its sacred integrity.

4. Wider Implications of Preaching: Piper acknowledges that while

 preaching is not the sole component of church life, its influence cannot be

underestimated. He metaphorically compares preaching to a spark plug in an

engine, asserting that a failure in expository exultation drastically impacts

the vitality of all church ministries. Clear and impactful preaching nurtures

the culture of a congregation, feeding joy, strength, and love throughout the

community.

5. Irreplaceability of Preaching: Piper passionately argues against the

 notion that other forms of communication—books, lectures, or artistic

expressions—can replace the unique power of preaching. Historical

evidence shows that embraces of alternatives have repeatedly faltered, while

preaching endures across generations as God’s ordained method for

enlightening his people.

6. The Divine Assurance for Preachers: Recognizing the daunting

 nature of the preaching task, Piper reassures those called to preach that they

do not stand alone. God is faithful and will provide strength, insight, and

clarity to those who seek to proclaim His word sincerely. The intimacy
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gained through faithful service ensures preachers will witness the fruits of

their labor, even amidst struggles.

7. Recognizing the Gravitas of the Call: The calling to preach is both a

 glorious and perilous endeavor. With great potential to impact lives, it

comes with heightened responsibility and accountability before God.

However, Piper underscores the assurance of safety in the King’s

commission—preachers are sustained for their divine missions, immortal in

their purpose until their tasks are complete.

In conclusion, Piper reflects on his extensive preaching career, affirming the

enduring worth of the journey and expressing hope that his insights will

inspire others in their pursuit of expository exultation. This chapter serves as

both an encouragement and a solemn reminder of the divine responsibility

that comes with preaching the gospel—a task filled with joy and fraught

with challenges, but ultimately pivotal for the faith community’s

engagement with God.
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