Gold Coast PDF (Limited Copy)

Nelson DeMille

RFRAIIIL T
c@ﬂﬂﬂ?{f}f

More Free Book R s
[m] ]
Scan to Download


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb

Gold Coast Summary
Wealth, deception, and the dark side of desire.

Written by Books OneHub
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About the book

Set against the opulent backdrop of Long Island's Gold Coast, Nelson
DeMille's gripping novel masterfully weaves atale of intrigue, power, and
moral ambiguity. Asretired NY PD detective John Sutter finds himself
drawn into the mysterious world of a ruthless mafia don, the lines between
right and wrong blur in a society where wealth shields the corrupt and
loyalty is bought rather than earned. With razor-sharp wit and an unflinching
exploration of the human psyche, DeMille invites readers on a suspenseful
journey through a gilded age of excess, revealing the dark secrets lurking
beneath the surface of a seemingly perfect life. Prepare to be enthralled as
the story unfolds, revealing that even in paradise, danger may lie just around

the corner.
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About the author

Nelson DeMilleis an acclaimed American author known for his gripping
thrillers and compelling narratives that often blend elements of suspense,
humor, and richly detailed settings. Born on August 23, 1943, in Jamaica,
New Y ork, DeMille served in the U.S. Army during the Vietnam War before
launching a successful writing career that has spanned several decades. His
extensive body of work includes bestselling novels such as "Plum Island,"
"The Lion's Game," and of course, "Gold Coast," which showcases his
knack for creating intricate plots and deeply relatable characters. DeMille's
unique storytelling style is characterized by sharp wit and incisive social

commentary, making him a prominent figure in contemporary fiction.
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Chapter 1 Summary: Part 1

In Chapter 1 of "Gold Coast" by Nelson DeMille, we are introduced to John
Sutter, awell-heeled Long Island lawyer, who unexpectedly meets his new
neighbor, Frank Bellarosa, a notorious Mafiafigure. Their encounter takes
place at Hicks' Nursery, where they are both purchasing gardening supplies.
John isinitially taken aback by the fact that a gangster like Bellarosa would
move into such an exclusive neighborhood—the Gold Coast—renowned for
its old money and elite social circles. This sets the stage for a clash of
cultures between the established gentry and the rising influence of organized

crime.,

John describes the grandeur and decline of the Gold Coast, an areafilled
with historic mansions and a fading sense of aristocratic privilege. He and
his wife, Susan, reside in the guesthouse of her family's estate, Stanhope
Hall, whichisin disrepair and symbolic of the crumbling ideals surrounding
wealth and power. While John is somewhat skeptical of Bellarosa's
motivations for moving into the neighborhood, he is also intrigued by this
bold man who seems oblivious to or unbothered by the old socia

hierarchies.

After their brief introduction at the nursery, John returns home and reflects
on the implications of having a gangster as a neighbor. He ruminates on the

changing dynamics of wealth in America, where new money often clashes
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with the old aristocracy still clinging to their traditions. The chapter also
delvesinto John' s relationship with his wife, Susan, and their playful marital
dynamics, including their shared interest in acting out fantasies that inject

excitement into their lives.

Through various interactions, including those with George and Ethel Allard,
the estate's retainers who reminisce about the region's storied past, we see a
deeper layer of classtension and nostalgiafor alost glory. John's
ambivalence toward Bellarosa is pal pable—though wary of the gangster's
presence, he also engages in acynical humor about the changing socia

landscape.

The chapter ends on a note of tension as John contemplates the potential
consequences of the Bellarosa family’ s arrival. It foreshadows the deeper
conflicts and upheavals that Frank Bellarosa will bring into the tight-knit
community, marking the beginning of a gripping narrative about power,
class, and moral ambiguity against the backdrop of a decaying American

aristocracy.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embracing Change in Social Dynamics

Critical Interpretation: Just like John Sutter, whose world is shaken by
the arrival of Frank Bellarosa, you too can find inspiration in the
inevitability of change. Life often presents us with unexpected
challenges and new influences that reshape our perspectives. Rather
than clinging to antiquated notions of privilege and social status,
consider the potential for growth that lies in embracing the unfamiliar.
By welcoming new experiences and people from different
backgrounds, you can break down the walls of tradition and enrich
your understanding of the world, leading to persona development and

amore inclusive community.
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Chapter 2 Summary: Part 2

In Chapter 2 of “Gold Coast” by Nelson DeMille, we delve degper into John
Sutter'slife asaWall Street lawyer, navigating through his mixed feelings
about his career, family, and the elite society he inhabits. The chapter begins
with John continuing his routine, commuting between hislaw officein
Manhattan and his father’sfirmin Locust Valley, a stark contrast between
the hustle of city life and the slow-moving world of wealthy Long Island

residents.

As John describes his law practice, he highlights its quaint yet stale
atmosphere filled with old money clients who are mostly preoccupied with
trivial legal issues. He reflects on familial relationships strained by distance
and emotional detachment, particularly with his parents and their more

withdrawn demeanor compared to his own children, Carolyn and Edward.

The tension arises when John relaxes at The Creek country club and
acknowledges his complicated feelings towards the newly arrived neighbor,
Frank Bellarosa, areputed mafia don. John's encounter with Bellarosa at
Hicks Nursery becomes a central point of discussion among his peers at
The Creek—men who express disdain toward Bellarosa' s mafia connections

while simultaneously finding his presence unsettling yet intriguing.

During this week, John also learns about a potentially lucrative estate
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belonging to awidow, Mrs. Lauderbach, who has unexpectedly inherited
valuable stocks. This aligns with his daily struggle between the ethical
implications of his profession and the alluring prospects of easy wealth. The
chapter paints avivid image of John’sinternal conflict, punctuated by his
relationship with Susan, his wife, who is more socially adventurous and

seemingly unafraid of crossing paths with people like Bellarosa.

John ultimately finds himself caught between hisloyalty to his social class
and the tantalizing allure that Bellarosa represents—an embodiment of raw
power and disregard for societal norms. Susan’ s encouragement to interact
with Bellarosa suggests a complicated dance between fear and attraction,
ultimately challenging John’ s perceptions of class, morality, and his place

within this society.

As John navigates his interactions with his family and their expectations, the
chapter closes with a hint of impending challenges posed by Bellarosa,
setting the stage for a deeper exploration of these themes as the story

unfolds.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The allure of embracing the unconventional

Critical Interpretation: In life, we often find ourselves adhering to
societal norms, much like John Sutter feels pressure to conform to the
expectations of hiselite social class. Y et, as you reflect on John's
complex feelings towards Frank Bellarosa, a figure who embodies the
alure of the unconventional and the power that comes from stepping
outside the usua boundaries, you might recognize a deeper truth about
your own life. This moment highlights the potential that liesin daring
to explore the unknown, to embrace the unexpected paths that can lead
to self-discovery and fulfillment. By opening yourself up to new
experiences and challenging the status quo, you might not only enrich
your own life but also redefine your understanding of success,

relationships, and the very fabric of your personal values.
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Chapter 3: Part 3

In Chapter 3 of "Gold Coast" by Nelson DeMille, we journey deeper into the
opulent yet menacing life of Frank Bellarosa, a Mafia don who has recently
acquired the grand estate, Alhambra. The chapter opens with John Sutter and

hiswife, Susan, arriving at Bellarosa's mansion in Susan’ s Jaguar, which
sets atone of luxury intertwined with apprehension. The impressive entrance
of Alhambra, dominated by dark stucco walls and a marble fountain, evokes
mixed feelings in John, who struggles to reconcile the grandeur with the

reality of Bellarosa's questionable reputation.

Asthey enter, Bellarosa's welcoming demeanor contrasts sharply with his
intimidating presence. He greets the couple in acharming yet slightly
unsettling manner, highlighting his blend of charisma and menace. The
atmosphere thickens with each bit of dialogue, showcasing the distinct
cultural clash between John, a straight-laced lawyer, and Frank, the brash

crime lord. Through clever banter laced with sarcasm, DeMille reveals
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Chapter 4 Summary: Part 4

In Chapter 4 of "Gold Coast" by Nelson DeMille, the life of John Sutter
unfolds against the backdrop of intermingling social circles, burgeoning
relationships, and the shadows of organized crime. Initially, Sutter is
ambivalent about the new neighbors, the Bellarosas. His wife, Susan, is
forming afriendship with Anna Bellarosa, which raises John’s suspicion
about crossing social boundaries given Frank Bellarosa s shady reputation as
amobster. Despite the potential consequences, John finds himself reluctantly
drawn into their lives through shared meals, local gossip, and the allure of

Italian food that Susan brings home.

The chapter highlights how John, who previously saw himself asa
law-abiding citizen, starts to grapple with changing perceptions regarding
his neighbors and their lifestyle. Susan’s budding friendship with Anna and
her painting spark a significant relationship between the two families,
contrasting John’ s wariness with Susan’ s openness. Susan’s artistic pursuits
show her as a cultured individual, while John senses the brewing storm of

social implications surrounding their association with Frank.

Asthe narrative progresses, the chapter delves deeper into John'’s internal
conflict about his professional life as atax attorney and his personal life
entwined with criminal elements. He is approached by Mancuso from the

FBI, who warns him of the dangers of being associated with Bellarosa.
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Mancuso’' s warnings prompt John to reckon with the ethical implications of
his professional allegiance to Frank, even asthe latter offers John a path to
future mercenary endeavors by providing tax confidentiality as

compensation for representation in a potential murder charge.

The balance of familial dynamics emerges as John reflects on his
relationship with hiswife and children. It surfaces that submissionsto socia
decorum fracture under the weight of accusations of criminality, especially
with the looming government scrutiny that targets Frank. John’s inner
turmoil peaks as he faces pressure from the outside world, leading him to

guestion hisidentity and obligations to his family and society.

Subsequently, the emotional gravity of the chapter culminatesin adramatic
narrative pivot when George Allard, a service worker for the Sutters and a
longtime member of their social sphere, suddenly dies. John reflects on the
transitory nature of life, reconsidering his own past and connections to his
family during a poignant funeral for George, rife with unspoken societal

hierarchies and expectations.

As events unfold, John’ s venture into representing Frank Bellarosa begins to
morph into an adventure rife with trepidation and moral ambiguity. The
once-clear lines of right and wrong blur as he realizes that associating with
Frank might lead him into darker waters than he had anticipated. The chapter

ends on areflective note, preparing for the complex unraveling of John’'s
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professional life and his persona entanglements with the Bellarosas,
tethered to the looming threat of the legal system and the mafia-driven world
that threatens to engulf him whole. The writing illustrates the tangled web of
rel ationships shaped by ambition, survival, and societal expectations against
the fading grandeur of the old-money €lite.
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Chapter 5 Summary: Part 5

In Chapter 5 of "Gold Coast" by Nelson DeMille, the story deepens as John
Sutter grapples with the fallout from his decision to represent the notorious
Mafiafigure, Frank Bellarosa. Following George's death and the impending
sale of their property, Sutter's relationship with his wife, Susan, beginsto
shift as emotional tensionsrise. Their conversations reveal underlying issues
as Sutter expresses disdain for Susan's father and suggests the strain on their

marriage stems from unresolved feelings and misunderstandings.

Sutter finds himself under financia pressure, facing a significant tax
obligation to the IRS, which adds to his stress. Mr. Melzer, his tax advisor,
pushes him to settle matters with the IRS, which leads to critical
negotiations about looming criminal charges. As he navigates these
challenges, Sutter receives an unexpected offer from arealtor regarding a
property he co-owns with Susan, but their real estate dealings reflect their
fractured partnership.

Through his dealings, Sutter encounters various charactersin the legal and
financial arenas, painting avivid picture of both Wall Street and organized
crime dynamics. Tensions escalate as his connection with Bellarosa deepens,
leading Sutter to witness the raw power and influence that Bellarosa wields

over his associates and the broader criminal landscape.
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Conversations with Frank Bellarosareveal deeper complexitiesin Frank's
character — heisnot merely acriminal but afigure steeped in tradition,
loyalty, and an understanding of the weight of respect within his community.
Sutter’ s interactions with Bellarosa juxtapose his own struggles and the
inner conflictsin his marriage, ultimately leading him to question the

morality of his choices.

As the chapter progresses, Sutter's internal monologue reveals his anxiety
about his past, present, and future as he wades deeper into aworld filled
with danger, loyalty, and betrayal. He faces a dilemma that forces him to
reckon with his values and the implications of his choices, especialy

regarding Susan's feelings and her connection to Bellarosa.

Through dark humor and sharp dialog, DeMille paints a complex tapestry of
life on the Gold Coast, where the lines between loyalty and morality blur,
and Sutter finds himself at a crossroads, wondering what the future holds for
him and his family amidst the chaos of organized crime and personal

struggles.
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Chapter 6: Part 6

In Chapter 6 of "Gold Coast" by Nelson DeMille, we delve into the complex
web of relationships and emotions surrounding the characters John Sutter,
his estranged wife Susan, and the infamous mob boss Frank Bellarosa. The
chapter unfoldsin alively restaurant, Giulio’'s, highlighting the cultural
tapestry of Italian-American life through its food, music, and the people.
John is accompanied by Susan, though their marriage is strained. While
enjoying pastries, the contrast in their personalities becomes apparent; John

indulges, while Susan is preoccupied with her weight.

The chapter reflects on John's tumultuous past, especially the recent sinking
of hisboat as a metaphor for hislife spiraling out of control. He is now
living in atense arrangement with Susan, where they coexist but maintain
emotional distance. Asthey navigate the social landscape filled with
mobsters and New Y ork elite, John grapples with his complicated feelings

towards Frank, whom he views with a mix of resentment and camaraderie.
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