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About the book

"Growing Up Aboriginal in Australia" edited by Anita Heiss is a powerful

and poignant collection of personal narratives that sheds light on the diverse

experiences of Aboriginal Australians as they navigate the complexities of

identity, culture, and belonging in a modern world. Through the voices of

writers representing various backgrounds and perspectives, the book

explores the richness of Aboriginal heritage, the challenges of racism and

societal misunderstanding, and the pride that comes from reclaiming one's

identity. Heiss deftly weaves their stories into a tapestry that invites readers

to reflect on the resilience of Aboriginal peoples, encouraging a deeper

understanding of their ongoing struggles and triumphs. This compelling

anthology is not just a testament to the strength of community, but also a call

to action for all Australians to engage with and honor the profound histories

that shape this land. Dive into these narratives and discover the vibrant lives

of those who have grown up Aboriginal, and you may find your own

perspective transformed.
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About the author

Anita Heiss is a prominent Australian author, academic, and advocate for

Aboriginal culture and rights, known for her contributions to literature that

explore the complexities of Indigenous identity and experience. Born in

1970 and a member of the Wiradjuri nation, Heiss has written extensively

across various genres, including fiction, non-fiction, and children's literature,

often focusing on the narratives and stories of Aboriginal people. With a

PhD in creative writing and significant involvement in promoting

Indigenous literacy and representation in the arts, Heiss has become a vital

voice in Australian literature, aiming to share authentic Aboriginal

perspectives and challenge stereotypes. Her passion for storytelling is

reflected in her works, including the acclaimed anthology "Growing Up

Aboriginal in Australia," which invites readers to engage with the diverse

experiences of Aborigines growing up in contemporary Australia.
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Chapter 1 Summary: Susie and Alice Anderson Two
tiddas

In the first chapter of "Growing Up Aboriginal in Australia," sisters Susie

 and Alice Anderson delve into their experiences as Aboriginal girls in a

predominantly non-Indigenous society, reflecting on their identities, cultural

heritage, and the complexity of growing up within a framework of societal

expectations. 

1. Unspoken Identity: For both sisters, their Aboriginality was an

 inherent, unarticulated aspect of their lives, much like having ten fingers

and ten toes. Alice notes that as children, they didn't question their identity

until adolescence, where they began to explore its implications. Susie

reflects on childhood interactions, highlighting moments of respect for

elders and the implicit cultural norms they grew up with.

2. Family as Foundation: Their sense of identity is profoundly rooted in

 family connections. The imagery of a possum-skin cloak and aunties whom

they admired illustrates the significance of familial ties in fostering their

Aboriginal identity. They often spent time with relatives, absorbing cultural

influences that shaped their understanding of who they are.

3. School Experiences: At school, Alice recounts a contrast where her

 Aboriginal identity felt concealed. Despite wanting acknowledgment, she
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grappled with the invisibility of her background among peers and teachers,

leading to feelings of confusion and frustration. Susie's attempts to navigate

school assignments with an Aboriginal focus illustrate the struggle to

connect her identity with academic expectations.

4. Challenging Stereotypes: Both sisters vividly remember instances of

 feeling categorized or marginalized based on their race, such as Alice's

confrontation with teachers and peers who questioned her identity. The term

"half-caste" invoked deep emotional responses, forging a connection

between historical injustices and their current struggles for acceptance and

recognition.

5. Internal Battles: They express a continuous internal struggle with

 their sense of belonging, which is exacerbated by societal perceptions of

what an Aboriginal person should look like. Susie's acknowledgment of her

appearance complicates her connection to community, while both sisters

confront feelings of inadequacy tied to their identities.

6. Connection to Heritage: They derive strength from their cultural

 heritage, recognizing that it extends beyond physical appearance.

Discussions about their father's experiences and the absence of a strong

community further clarify their longing for connection and understanding of

their roots.
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7. The Power of Conversations: The act of discussing their experiences

 serves as a crucial outlet for their emotions and challenges. Both sisters

acknowledge the value of sharing their stories not just for personal

validation, but as a means to connect with others who may feel similarly

marginalized.

8. Identity Work and Affirmation: They recognize that understanding

 and asserting their identity is an ongoing process involving cultural

relearning and reclaiming heritage. Through writing, discussing, and

community engagement, they confront challenges while fostering deeper

roots in their Aboriginal identity.

9. Resilience and Reflection: Ultimately, the sisters articulate a sense of

 pride in their lineage, valuing the ancestral connections that exist despite

external doubts. They find comfort in their shared experiences and the

knowledge that stories like theirs are part of a much larger narrative of

resilience and identity within the Aboriginal community.

The chapter captures a poignant exploration of identity, belonging, and the

intricate dynamics of growing up Aboriginal in a contemporary landscape

that often wrestles with the complexities of race and heritage. Through their

dialogue, the sisters convey a powerful message about the significance of

community, culture, and the ongoing journey of self-discovery.
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Chapter 2 Summary: Evelyn Araluen Finding ways home

Evelyn Araluen recalls her childhood with a blend of humor and

 introspection, openly acknowledging her mischief and chaotic behavior. She

describes herself as a loud, scrappy child who didn’t quite fit into traditional

molds, marked by physical characteristics like her thick eyebrows and rotten

teeth, which contributed to her unique perception of self. Growing up in the

valley of Dharug country, she reflects on her origins amidst the fabric of her

family, tracing their lineage with a sense of uncertainty. 

Evelyn details the influence of her Aunty Gloria, who named her and

represents a connection to a different Aboriginal heritage. She emphasizes

the disconnect she felt regarding her indigenous ancestry; while aware of her

Aboriginal identity, she didn’t grasp the full depth of its significance or her

ancestral ties until much later in her life. Her realization that understanding

her heritage is complex shapes her self-perception throughout her formative

years. The lack of certainty regarding her cultural background instills in her

a desire for wholeness and knowledge.

Academically gifted, she discovers her intelligence in school, but the

experience is marred by social isolation and the challenges of forming

friendships. She navigates the duality of her heritage, connecting with both

the dark histories of Aboriginal people in Australia and the contemporary

narratives that persist. As she reminisces about family trips to the farm, she
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recalls the raw beauty of nature and the dual presence of cultural richness

alongside personal insecurities, such as being bullied in high school for her

heritage. Her identification as Aboriginal becomes fraught with external

perceptions and internal struggles, as she grapples with the historical weight

tied to her identity.

At twenty-four, Evelyn stands at a crossroad between her Aboriginal identity

and societal expectations, immersing herself in education, activism, and

community. She reflects on the honor of carrying forward her family's

culture and teachings, illustrating her journey of understanding her role

within the larger tapestry of her heritage. Despite her accomplishments,

insecurities persist as she contemplates her place in a world that values

neatness over authenticity. She recognizes the need for humility, respect, and

cultural gratitude, acknowledging the rich history shared by her family and

community.

As she yearns for a sense of belonging, she finds comfort in her connections

with relatives and the stories they share. The absence of a larger family

image looms over her, yet she learns to appreciate the tapestry of

relationships and lessons imparted by those who came before her. The

essence of her ancestry guides her in understanding her responsibilities and

place in the world, culminating in an affirmation of her identity as an

Aboriginal woman. With a resolve to honor her lineage and acknowledge the

complexity of her experiences, she embraces her journey of self-discovery,
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constantly evolving, learning, and celebrating her culture. 

In summary, through Evelyn’s story, we can draw key insights into her

identity and growth: 

1. Self-Reflection: Acknowledgment of her mischievous childhood while

 contemplating her mixed feelings about identity and belonging.

2. Cultural Heritage: A complex understanding of her Aboriginal

 ancestry, shaped by family narratives and personal experiences.

3. Education and Isolation: Academic achievements contrasted with

 social struggles, revealing the challenges of balancing cultural identity with

societal expectations.

4. Community and Relationships: The importance of family stories and

 connections in shaping her understanding of self and culture.

5. Ongoing Growth: Recognition that self-discovery is an ongoing

 process, filled with a mix of gratitude, longing, and responsibility towards

her heritage and family legacy.
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Chapter 3: Bebe Backhouse It’s not over

In Chapter 3 of "Growing Up Aboriginal in Australia," Bebe Backhouse

 shares her personal narrative as the youngest of six children born to a white

father and an Aboriginal mother. Bebe highlights the complexities of her

identity, shaped not only by her immediate family dynamics but also by the

historical journey of her mother, who faced her own struggles of cultural

disconnect from a young age. Bebe's story unfolds against the backdrop of a

small country town in the Kimberley region of Western Australia, populated

largely by the Aboriginal community, where she grapples with her identity

in relation to her cultural heritage.

1. Bebe acknowledges her mother’s past, noting that her mother's childhood

was marked by separation from her own mother, leading to a fragmented

connection with Indigenous culture. This background is critical to

understanding Bebe's own identity journey, which is intricately woven with

her mother’s experiences.

2. Growing up in a relatively privileged household, Bebe enjoyed the
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Chapter 4 Summary: Alicia Bates My story

Alicia Bates, born in 1989 in Warrnambool, Victoria, shares her deeply

 personal journey of growing up as a Koori Aboriginal in Australia,

reflecting on her identity, family dynamics, challenges, and triumphs. As the

first child and grandchild in her family, Alicia's early life was enriched by

strong relationships with her extended family, particularly her

great-grandmother Ma and grandmother Nanna. Despite this support, the

absence of her father and subsequent family struggles complicated her

connection to her Aboriginal heritage. Alicia often faced criticism due to her

lighter skin tone and grappled with feelings of belonging and cultural

identity. She asserts that one's Aboriginality should not be judged by skin

color but by the values of strength, pride, connection, and respect for her

culture and elders.

Alicia's childhood was marred by her parents' tumultuous relationship,

which ended in separation when she was just eight years old. As her father

descended into addiction, her mother battled financial hardships, declaring

bankruptcy and moving the family to live with Nanna. Despite this

upheaval, Alicia felt a sense of relief to escape the bullying at her previous

school. The move brought her closer to her extended family and fostered a

nurturing environment, although the relationships between her mother and

Nanna occasionally introduced tension. Challenges persisted as Alicia

endured bullying and faced her mother's mental health crises, which
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ultimately influenced her interest in psychology.

From ages 13 to 18, Alicia found a sense of belonging in high school,

forming friendships with like-minded peers who shared her interests. As her

mother's struggles with mental illness continued, Alicia joined a support

group, gaining access to resources and connections that would support her

and her brothers. The adversities faced by her family reinforced her

commitment to understand mental health, fueling her passion for

psychology.

Upon completing her high school education, Alicia pursued a library

traineeship and then a bachelor's degree in psychology at Deakin University.

Excelling in her studies, she was invited to undertake an honors year, but life

circumstances, including her brother's mental health crisis, led her to defer

her educational pursuits. After successfully completing her honors and a

Diploma of Secondary Teaching, Alicia realized that her true passion lay in

working with younger children, prompting her to obtain a Master’s degree in

Early Childhood Teaching.

Navigating significant losses, including the death of her beloved Nanna, has

shaped Alicia into a resilient person dedicated to serving her community.

She currently balances her work in kindergartens and childcare centers with

her roles as a director on the Gunditjmara co-op board and a foster carer.

Throughout her life, Alicia has encountered and challenged the negative
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stereotypes often associated with Aboriginal people, striving for a future of

reconciliation and understanding. Her narrative encapsulates not only her

personal struggles and achievements but also a broader hope for respect and

recognition for Aboriginal individuals and communities.
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Chapter 5 Summary: Don Bemrose Dear Australia

In his heartfelt letter, Don Bemrose, a descendant of the Gunggari people,

 reflects on his identity and experiences as an Aboriginal man in Australia.

His opening sentiments express gratitude for his rich cultural heritage and

supportive family, setting the tone for a candid exploration of the challenges

he faces.

Bemrose begins with a series of apologies, acknowledging the complexities

of his identity that others may find difficult to accept. He challenges the

expectation that he should quantify his Aboriginality, illustrating how

societal pressures often seek to diminish his rightful place within both his

culture and the broader community. Despite his successes, including a

distinguished career in opera and education, he confronts

stereotypes—admitting that he does not fit neatly into the conventional

image some Australians hold of Indigenous people.

The narrative shifts as he asks for forgiveness—not only for his

achievements and identity but for being part of a community that defies the

"lazy" labels often affixed to Aboriginal Australians. He highlights his desire

to share knowledge and challenge historical inaccuracies about Australia’s

past, such as the misinterpretation of Captain Cook's arrival. Bemrose's

reflections extend into themes of mental health and the societal pressures to

conform, intertwined with his struggles and triumphs.
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Transitioning to gratitude, Bemrose acknowledges the ways in which

Australia has shaped his identity. From the questioning of his Aboriginality

to the outside perception of being a ‘third-class citizen,’ every experience

has reinforced his pride in his identity. He uses humor and sarcasm to

elaborate on the absurdities faced by minorities, while emphasizing the

personal growth these experiences fostered.

Despite the pain and struggle, Bemrose expresses a deep love for Australia.

He appreciates its beauty, its landscapes, and the rich cultural nuances that

define the nation. His fondness extends to the communities he has engaged

with, their resilience, and the friendships he has formed throughout his

journey. 

In conclusion, Don Bemrose encapsulates his identity as a proud Gunggari

man within the vast tapestry of Australia. His letter serves as both a personal

testament and a broader commentary on the experiences of Indigenous

Australians, encapsulating hope for a future where mutual respect and

understanding prevail. He envisions a nation that honors its past while

nurturing a deep connection to the land, fostering a collective spirit of

kindness and gratitude.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embrace your identity and challenge stereotypes.

Critical Interpretation: Reflecting on Don Bemrose's journey, allow

yourself to embrace your unique identity, understanding that societal

definitions do not define your worth. Just as he confronts the

stereotypes surrounding Aboriginal Australians, you too can challenge

the norms and misconceptions that may be placed on you. This

courage to stand firm in your identity can inspire you to pursue your

passions authentically, advocate for yourself and others, and cultivate

a sense of pride regardless of external pressures. By recognizing the

beauty and complexity of who you are, you set a powerful example for

those around you, fostering an environment of acceptance and

resilience.
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Chapter 6: Tony Birch My father has a story

In the poignant narrative provided by Tony Birch in "Growing Up

 Aboriginal in Australia," the complexities of family history, generational

trauma, and cultural identity emerge through the lens of personal reflection.

The protagonist portrays his father as a figure shrouded in mystery, hinting

at deeper struggles and a lost heritage that defines their Aboriginal legacy.

1. The author captures a vivid image of his father as a young boy, donning

denim overalls and exuding a sense of adventure reminiscent of Huck Finn,

yet their family history is obscured by secrecy. There’s a palpable absence of

photographs depicting the key women in his father's life, suggesting a gap in

personal history that both intrigues and haunts the narrator.

2. The narrative delves into tales of family folklore, particularly highlighting

the life of a great-uncle, Les Moodie, a boxer who faced racial prejudice

while striving for recognition in a tumultuous society. Les’s fighting spirit

encapsulates the resilience of Aboriginal people amid the harsh realities of

their environment.
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Chapter 7 Summary: Norleen Brinkworth Murri +
Migloo = Meeks Mob

In her narrative, Norleen Brinkworth shares her personal and family history,

 tracing her Aboriginal ancestry back to the Yarrabah mission in Queensland,

where she was born in 1947. Her grandparents were part of the "Stolen

Generations," forcibly removed from their families and communities as

children due to assimilation policies that tragically marked Australian

history. This historical context shapes her identity and informs her

understanding of the lingering impacts of such systemic injustices.

Brinkworth recounts how her paternal grandparents, Ronald and Ada Meeks,

had their childhoods disrupted as they were taken to Yarrabah, where

segregation and institutional control defined their upbringing. Ronald,

removed at age three from Cooktown, and Ada, separated from her mother

along with her siblings, were labeled derogatorily as 'half-caste' due to their

lighter skin, pointing to European parentage. This classification affected

their lives and illustrated the broader societal discrimination against

mixed-race individuals in Australia. 

The author reflects on her family’s transition from life at the mission to

Cairns, which was prompted by her father's discontent with conditions at

Yarrabah. Her account emphasizes the emotional weight of leaving behind a

community and the gravity of never returning, especially for her mother,
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who lost not only her home but also her connections to her extended family.

As a child at Yarrabah, Brinkworth was enveloped in a world of family ties

through her maternal relations, sharing life with cousins, a grandfather, and

multiple relatives. Yet, her experiences were marked by her associated

identity as part of the Meeks family, which became prominent as she

navigated societal interactions outside the mission. She describes her

childhood joys alongside stark contrasts; trips to Cairns for social gatherings

were highlights, yet the bureaucratic oversight of the mission imposed

significant restrictions.

Education, too, represented a divide for Brinkworth. Her early schooling at

Yarrabah was devoid of the conventional structure found in mainstream

schools, leaving her unprepared for the expectations and interactions at

Parramatta State School, where she faced cultural misunderstandings and

learning curves. Her anecdotes about the difference between 'homework' at

the mission and the traditional school setting illustrate the stark disparities in

educational experiences for Indigenous children amid systemic neglect.

Brinkworth's curiosity about her heritage intensified over time, especially

regarding her family's lighter skin. She sought answers, culminating in DNA

testing, which affirmed her inquiries into her ancestry and debunked

long-held beliefs within her family about their background. The

confirmation of her grandfather’s lineage from a naturalist highlighted both
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historical connections and the role of resilience within her family story,

presenting her grandfather as a survivor despite the trauma of his early years.

Ultimately, she honors her grandfather Ronald’s legacy, reflecting on his

enduring spirit and the impact of his journey within the context of the Stolen

Generations. Her narrative illustrates a profound intertwining of personal

identity with cultural history, encapsulating the ongoing quest for

understanding and connection in the aftermath of intergenerational trauma.

Through her story, Brinkworth calls for recognition of the past while

celebrating the strength of her family's trajectory, instilling hope for future

generations.
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Chapter 8 Summary: Katie Bryan Easter, 1969

In Easter 1969, as Katie Bryan approached her fourth birthday, the

 excitement ignited by her mother's spectacular cake preparation brought a

vivid picture of childhood innocence and familial dynamics. A labor of love,

the cake, carved into a whimsical witch’s cottage, faltered under the steamy

Brisbane air, its colors meticulously restrained by her mother's insistence

against heavy-handed decorating. This careful attention mirrored the

selective nature of her mother's social world—when Katie suggested inviting

their father's cousins, her mother hesitated, mirroring the complexities

lodged in their family history.

1. The drive to Scarborough not only offered physical respite from heat, but

underscored contrasting perspectives. While young Katie delighted in the

beach's simplicity, her teenage sisters viewed the location as dull and

beneath their interests. The scene highlighted generational splits within a

family driven by aesthetic and social expectations. The fabric of familial

relationships was woven with both love and tension, exemplified by Katie's

race-affected identity which her mother, favoring a rigid social hierarchy,

was desperate to shield from the world.

2. Under the shade of Norfolk pines, Katie experienced a profound moment

of recognition. A chance meeting with a family relative—someone with

similar features to her father—triggered an unexpected connection that
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hinted at deeper familial ties. This interaction stood in stark contrast to her

mother's wary perception of their heritage, which colored her view of

identity as something to be safeguarded, rather than embraced.

3. The day took a turn as her father, who had hidden his Aboriginal heritage,

engaged in a loaded conversation with his cousin Olly about the implications

of their lineage. Fear resonated throughout the dialogue, a concoction of

trauma stemming from past experiences where Aboriginal identity had

triggered loss and societal rejection. The narrative revealed a haunting

backdrop of historical trauma that formed the essence of her father’s

protective instincts toward his daughters.

4. In seemingly lighter moments, Katie’s playful interactions hinted at

darker undercurrents within her father's world. The jovial banter in the pub

contrasted sharply with the tension that returned home, accentuating the

duality of her father's persona—a man trapped between the comfort of his

heritage and the societal pressures that threatened to sever familial bonds.

5. The carefree atmosphere was soon disrupted by a pivotal incident during a

garden party, a culmination of social strain and expectations. An innocent

act of imitation, where Katie adorned her arm with a makeshift tattoo

reminiscent of Cousin Olly’s, sparked a volcanic reaction from her mother,

who viewed the ink as a symbol of lower class and deviance. This

spectacular clash was emblematic of the greater cultural divides—one that
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sought to elevate status while suppressing authenticity. It was a stark

reflection of the structural racism that engulfed their lives.

6. The outcome of this familial strife was evident—the ties with her father’s

relatives became severed under her mother’s decree. The notion of 'suitable

company' dictated social interactions and ultimately, the childhood

experiences of Katie, thwarting her modest explorations of identity within

the confines of her family's prescribed social structure.

As the chapter closes, the intricate weaving of familial love, cultural

identity, societal pressure, and the resultant contrasts highlight the evolving

discourse of Aboriginal identity within the broader context of Australian

society. It evokes a sense of both nostalgia and the painful awareness of

inherited complexities that define Katie's journey, foreshadowing the

challenges she must navigate in understanding her own heritage.
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Chapter 9: Deborah Cheetham So much still pending

Deborah Cheetham's narrative in "Growing Up Aboriginal in Australia"

 explores her journey of self-discovery, cultural identity, and the complex

realities surrounding her upbringing as a member of the Stolen Generations.

From her early memories in the 1970s, Cheetham reflects on the pivotal

moments that shaped her understanding of her Aboriginal identity and the

challenges she faced while growing up.

1. Cheetham begins by contemplating the question of when she truly grew

up, asserting that her journey to embracing her Aboriginal identity occurred

later in life. Despite being a child of the 1970s, she acknowledges that her

cultural awakening is still ongoing. Her passion for singing emerges in her

experiences, from childhood auditions to her role as a performer,

highlighting how art links her to her heritage.

2. A cherished memory from her youth involves her mother singing in

church. It underscores the deep connection Cheetham feels with her

Aboriginal roots and the influences that have shaped her artistic aspirations.
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Chapter 10 Summary: Natalie Cromb ‘This is Nat, she’s
Abo’

In the reminiscences of Natalie Cromb, we traverse her childhood memories

 in Coonabarabran during the 1990s, revealing the warmth and joy of family

gatherings and the deep sense of belonging to her Aboriginal heritage. The

journey begins as she gazes out the window, feeling the anticipation of

returning to her holiday sanctuary, marked by the familiar landscape

transitioning from flat plains to hills, which evokes an invigorating sense of

connection to country. These holidays, characterized by a vibrant family

network including grandparents, aunts, uncles, and cousins, provided a

refuge—a stark contrast to her life during school term.

1. Childhood Joy I: Natalie's excitement was palpable in the car as they

 approached Jubilee Street, where she and her siblings would leap out, eager

for the embrace and laughter of their Nan and Pop. The essence of childhood

was embodied in their interactions, including unpacking and planning the

day’s adventures—whether playing sports, visiting the weir, or indulging in

sweet treats from the local shop.

2. Family Bonds and Heritage: The warmth of family was not just in

 their physical presence; it was communicated through food, as Nan and Pop

created feasts on Sunday for relatives and friends alike, showcasing love

through shared meals. Here, the past was interwoven into their current
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reality through Pop’s stories about bush tucker and traditional life, imparting

wisdom and cultural knowledge that anchored Natalie’s understanding of

identity.

3. Friendship and Connection: As Natalie grew, she bore the

 complexities of being Aboriginal in a predominantly white school system.

This dual existence sparked feelings of shame and isolation, heightened by

moments of being called out as different among her peers. Yet, within the

sanctuary of her familial connections and land, these feelings dissipated,

reaffirming her sense of self and robust cultural ties.

4. Navigating Identity: The juxtaposition of her childhood innocence

 and the realities of discrimination became evident as she grappled with her

identity. By high school, taunts and labels, like the derogatory term “Abo,”

became disheartening reminders of the societal bias she faced. Particularly

during a pivotal moment at an 18th birthday party, the discomfort of being

labeled starkly contrasted with her inherent pride in her Aboriginality.

5. Growth and Reflection: After finishing high school, Natalie took a

 bold step to move from her small-town roots to Sydney. There, she sought

to enrich her education and personal growth while fostering connections

with other Aboriginal students. The transition was significant, allowing her

to cultivate a supportive network of peers who understood the nuances of

their shared experiences.
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6. The Complexity of Aboriginal Growth: Through these reflections,

 Natalie encapsulates the duality of growing up Aboriginal in Australia—a

life rich with love and connection alongside the trials of cultural

marginalization. The freedom found in gathering with cousins, immersed in

nature and tradition, served as both an escape and a grounding force in her

understanding of Aboriginal identity and belonging.

In summary, Natalie Cromb's narrative weaves together childhood memories

and the challenges of cultural identity against the backdrop of her close-knit

family. The floor filled with cousins, the stimulating echo of their

interactions, and the profound connection to country define the essence of

her upbringing, creating a tapestry rich in nostalgia, resilience, and cultural

pride. These experiences shaped not only her childhood but her resolve to

honor her heritage as an essential aspect of who she is—Gamilaraay—home

in both body and spirit.
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Chapter 11 Summary: Karen Davis Thanks for the
childhood travels

In a heartfelt letter, Karen Davis reflects on her cherished childhood travels

 with her parents, emphasizing the profound impact these experiences had on

her development. This nostalgia captures a sense of adventure cultivated

during the 1970s, a time when family trips were devoid of modern

entertainment technology. Despite limited resources, her parents' careful

planning made every journey memorable, fostering a spirit of exploration.

1. Adventures Beyond Comfort: Although times were different, with no

 distractions such as tablets or DVD players, the family embarked on

meaningful adventures that shaped their identities. Each trip was filled with

curiosity as they visited significant locations in North

Queensland—Mossman Gorge, the Atherton Tablelands, and various

intriguing sites like the Curtain Fig Tree and Kuranda. Her childhood is

punctuated with fond memories, including a whimsical discovery of a

UFO-shaped house, which ignited their imagination.

2. Musical Bonding: Travel time was punctuated by music, as Karen and

 her siblings sang from songbooks full of popular hits during long car rides.

This musical engagement turned tedious travels into entertaining

experiences, showcasing the joyous dynamics of family interactions,

especially highlighted by her sister Rona's humorous contributions.
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3. Train Journeys and Family Rituals: Karen reminisces about train

 journeys, particularly on the Sunlander, a route that became etched in their

memories through shared experiences like jubilant New Year celebrations

and the playful dinner announcements that became family traditions,

enhancing their sense of togetherness.

4. Road Trip Memories: One of the most significant adventures was a

 road trip to Darwin in 1977 in a new blue Holden station wagon, equipped

with modern comforts like air conditioning and an eight-track player. This

journey through the Outback to the lush oasis of Mataranka exemplified her

parents' commitment to creating enriching experiences, turning the trip into

a treasured family ritual.

5. Exploring New Horizons: Another memorable trip in 1980 to

 Melbourne further expanded their horizons. Camping in unfamiliar small

towns and sharing stories—like the comedic challenge of eating breakfast

while fending off flies—added layers of adventure to their travels. Karen

also recounted family visits to various attractions, including zoos and parks,

creating bonds through shared experiences and laughter.

6. Critical Life Lessons: As they traversed between states, Karen's

 parents instilled important life lessons, emphasizing practicality—like

consuming all fruit before crossing state lines. Despite facing minor setbacks
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like a car breakdown, these challenges turned into opportunities to connect

with locals and embrace new experiences, such as trying rabbit for the first

time.

7. Navigating Identity and Belonging: Notably, Karen reflects on her

 family’s experiences regarding race. While overt racism wasn't a prominent

part of her travels, the context of their adventures in a post-‘The Act’ era

suggests that her parents shielded her and her siblings from societal

struggles, fostering an environment where they felt secure to explore their

identity as Murris within Australia.

In conclusion, Karen's grateful acknowledgment of her parents' dedication to

providing her and her siblings with the opportunity to explore diverse

landscapes and cultures underscores the lasting impact of those formative

travel experiences. These journeys played a pivotal role in shaping her

identity, instilling a sense of belonging, and enriching her adult life. The

letter encapsulates her heartfelt appreciation for the foundational adventures

that have defined who she is today.
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Chapter 12: Ian Dudley Growing up beige

In Chapter 12 of "Growing Up Aboriginal in Australia," titled "Growing Up

 Beige," Ian Dudley reflects on his unique experience of navigating life as

someone who identifies as Aboriginal but grew up in a “beige” cultural

space rather than a fully realized black identity. His narrative combines

personal anecdotes with insights into the complexities of heritage, identity,

and belonging.

1. Identity and Heritage: Dudley begins by acknowledging his

 ambiguous racial identity. Born to a mother who made casual remarks about

his lineage—often hinting at Aboriginal ancestry—he found himself caught

between two worlds. His father’s attempts to trace the family history were

met with confusion, as documents often revealed gaps and inconsistencies,

suggesting a history shaped by the Stolen Generations policies. This familial

uncertainty left Dudley searching for a deeper understanding of his roots, yet

he found traces of culture in values instilled over generations such as love

for the land, skepticism towards authority, and the importance of respect.
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Chapter 13 Summary: Alice Eather Yúya Karrabúrra

The poem "Yúya Karrabúrra" by Alice Eather encapsulates the complex

 interplay of identity and cultural heritage for individuals caught between the

dichotomy of Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal worlds. At its core, the poem

serves as a personal exploration, illustrating the emotional and spiritual

struggles that arise from living between two distinct identities. Eather stands

by a fire, symbolizing the shared experiences of both her Aboriginal ancestry

and her European lineage, as she reflects on the weight of history and

belonging.

1. Cultural and Familial Roots: Eather traces her ancestry through her

 parents, illustrating the contrast between her father's convict past and her

mother's rich Aboriginal heritage from Arnhem Land. This intersection of

histories creates a dual identity that she grapples with throughout her life.

The diverse backgrounds of her family foster a sense of belonging, but also

lead to identity confusion, causing her to navigate the complexities and

challenges inherent in being of mixed descent.

2. The Collision of Two Worlds: Her poem vividly depicts the daily

 collision of black and white worlds she lives in, emphasizing the emotional

toll this dual existence takes on her. Despite the struggles, Eather

acknowledges the blessings that come from both cultures, revealing her

desire to bridge the gap between these divided realms. She yearns for unity
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and understanding, inviting both communities to engage with each other

around the metaphorical fire, fostering dialogue, and healing.

3. Challenges of Identity: Eather candidly discusses the identity issues

 she faced while growing up, including periods of depression and feelings of

not fully belonging to either world. This struggle is compounded by societal

perceptions and the impact of historical injustices that many Indigenous

Australians continue to face. She recounts how her upbringing was marked

by cultural richness, but also strife, as she navigated the labels and

judgments that society placed upon her.

4. The Importance of Language and Storytelling: Language plays a

 crucial role in preserving her identity. Eather emphasizes that her

Ndjébbana language connects her to her heritage and is vital in grounding

her sense of self. She recalls how her mother made efforts to keep this

language alive even when they lived away from their community, thus

ensuring that Eather and her siblings remained connected to their culture.

5. Returning to Country: Eather's journey back to her community of

 Maningrida marks a pivotal shift in her understanding of belonging. This

return ignites a sense of responsibility and a desire to contribute positively to

her community. She acknowledges the stark realities facing her people, such

as health issues and social challenges, which further deepen her commitment

to teaching and inspiring the next generation.
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6. Healing through Education: By becoming an assistant teacher, Eather

 finds her purpose in empowering children within both her cultural heritage

and the pressures of modern society. Through education, she aims to instill

pride in their ancestry while addressing the complexities of contemporary

life. The fire (Yúya Karrabúrra) symbolizes both the preservation of her

culture and the hope for healing as she strives to keep traditions alive amidst

rapid change.

7. Building Unity: Eather reflects on the importance of community,

 empathy, and the collective healing process. She emphasizes that

overcoming the divides of race and history requires dialogue and

understanding rather than blame. The poem conveys a message of resilience

and strength in facing adversity, urging people to come together and share

their stories, promoting a path toward reconciliation and mutual respect.

In conclusion, Alice Eather’s "Yúya Karrabúrra" powerfully encapsulates the

life of a young Aboriginal woman straddling two cultures. Through her

poetry, she invites the reader to reflect on identity, belonging, and the

essential need for unity and cultural preservation within a rapidly changing

world. Her narrative emphasizes the importance of understanding shared

histories and working collaboratively to forge a brighter future for all.
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Chapter 14 Summary: Shannon Foster White bread
dreaming

In this poignant reflection, Shannon Foster shares her experiences growing

 up as a D’harawal Aboriginal girl in a predominantly white suburb of

southwestern Sydney. The narrative unfolds around several key themes and

memories that highlight the complexities of identity, heritage, and the

richness of Aboriginal culture.

1. Foster's early memories center on the unique culinary experiences shared

with her father, particularly eating oyster sandwiches. This unconventional

meal reflects their connection to the sea and their identity as salt-water

people. Her father instilled in her the essence of being D’harawal, a concept

that was ingrained in her existence rather than explicitly taught.

2. Throughout her childhood, storytelling emerged as a cherished aspect of

her familial culture. Her father's tales held deeper meanings rooted in

ancestral knowledge, illustrating how oral traditions preserved history and

wisdom. While she initially perceived these stories as mere entertainment,

they later revealed her father’s resilience and the cultural wisdom of their

community.

3. The narrative explores the challenges of growing up in an environment

that often invalidated her Aboriginal identity. Foster's lighter skin meant that
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she faced a disconnect from her siblings and the broader Aboriginal

community, as she grappled with external perceptions of her identity. The

lack of acknowledgment of Aboriginal history in her schooling further

alienated her and reinforced the silence surrounding her heritage.

4. As she matured, Foster found her voice and began embracing her

Aboriginal identity. Despite feeling a societal pressure to conform to a

narrative of shame or silence, she boldly proclaimed her heritage through art

and writing. This journey of self-discovery involved reckoning with the past

traumas faced by her family, including her father's hardships as a half-caste

child and the prevalence of racism in their lives.

5. Foster recounts her father's journey from traumatic beginnings in a

government-sanctioned mission to becoming an influential community

leader. Through education and determination, he transformed his life's

narrative and used his experiences to advocate for Aboriginal people,

ultimately earning respect and recognition on national and international

stages.

6. The strength of Foster’s narrative is enriched by her familial lineage,

which boasts a history of activism and resilience. She reflects on the courage

exhibited by her great-grandparents who participated in one of the world's

first civil rights marches in 1938, standing against oppression long before

contemporary movements for social justice.
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7. The concluding sentiments emphasize the importance of embracing and

narrating her Aboriginal identity. Foster acknowledges that denying her

heritage would be an affront to her ancestors' struggles and sacrifices. She

aspires to carry forward their legacy by being a storyteller herself, ensuring

that the knowledge, culture, and strength of her community thrive for future

generations.

Ultimately, Shannon Foster’s narrative is a powerful testament to the

intertwining of personal and cultural identity, infusing her journey with

resilience, regality, and an unwavering commitment to preserving the

traditions and stories of her Aboriginal heritage.
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Chapter 15: Jason Goninan There are no halves

In the compelling chapter titled "There are no halves," Jason Goninan shares

 his personal journey as a Gunditjmara man navigating the complexities of

identity, family, and cultural connection. Born in Sydney to a biologically

Aboriginal mother who was a survivor of the Stolen Generations and raised

by loving white foster parents, Jason's life unfolds in a narrative punctuated

by defining moments and emotional revelations.

From the outset, Jason identifies as Aboriginal, an acknowledgment rooted

in his heritage despite the challenges and trauma that come with it. His

biological mother was forcibly removed from her family as part of the

Stolen Generations, a history steeped in pain, which shaped much of his

early identity. Raised in a nurturing foster family, Jason's parents embraced

transparency about his Aboriginal identity, encouraging an open dialogue

that allowed him to understand his background from an early age.

His positive upbringing, however, was contrasted by a harsh reality when he

faced bullying at school for his Aboriginality. This experience instilled a
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Chapter 16 Summary: Adam Goodes The sporting life

In his reflective account, Adam Goodes shares insights from his childhood

 and sporting journey, encapsulating both the joys and challenges he

encountered while growing up. His family moved frequently, which posed

challenges but also shaped his identity as the eldest sibling, bearing the

weight of expectations. The bond he forged with his younger brothers, Jake

and Brett, was pivotal, as they spent countless hours outdoors engaged in

sporting activities like cricket, volleyball, and tennis. Their days were filled

with the simple pleasures of childhood—playing in the backyard, riding

bikes, and swimming, all of which fostered a strong sense of camaraderie

and connection.

1. The Importance of Loyalty and Responsibility: Goodes highlights a

defining moment when he faced a dilemma at school. Called to the

principal’s office regarding a hole in the wall caused by play-fighting with

friends, he chose to remain loyal, opting not to reveal the culprit. This

illustrates his understanding of friendship and accountability, showcasing his

belief in the significance of owning one’s actions.

2. The Role of Play in Development: School provided a platform for Goodes

to make friends and engage in sports, a vital aspect of his upbringing. His

memories of playing sports invigorate his narrative, as he fondly recalls

teachers rewarding academic efforts with opportunities to engage in physical
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activity. This balance of learning and play is something he believes

resonates with children today.

3. Discovering Passion Through Exploration: Goodes’ journey into sports

was fueled by exploration and a desire to try different activities. He admired

basketball legend Michael Jordan and initially played soccer, only to

transition to AFL due to a lack of junior soccer opportunities. His diverse

experiences in sports allowed him to challenge himself and discover his

passion for Australian Rules Football.

4. Embracing Competition and Learning from Mistakes: As Goodes

transitioned to serious AFL play, he embraced various positions on the team.

However, his journey was not without missteps. An incident where he

elbowed an opponent exemplified the need for self-discipline and

accountability. The resulting one-week suspension served as a valuable

lesson in conducting oneself appropriately in competitive environments.

5. The Thrill of Achievement and Family Support: His first AFL goal at age

nineteen marked both a personal triumph and a moment of shared joy with

his family, a theme echoed as he reflects on his last goal in 2015. The

presence of his family during pivotal moments underscored the importance

of support in achieving one's dreams.

6. The Foundations of Success: Goodes emphasizes the importance of
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dreaming big and setting goals to achieve aspirations. He advocates for

learning from others, fostering a robust work ethic, and enjoying one’s

pursuits. The amalgamation of knowledge, mentorship, and passion shaped

his approach toward excellence in AFL.

In summary, Adam Goodes’ narrative is not merely a recount of his

childhood and sporting achievements; rather, it is a rich tapestry interwoven

with lessons of friendship, accountability, exploration, and the pursuit of

dreams. His experiences illuminate the significance of resilience, the joy of

play, and the impact of family, laying a foundation of values that guided his

journey within the realm of sports and beyond.

Key Themes Description

Childhood
and Family

Goodes reflects on his childhood, mentioning his family's frequent
moves and his role as the eldest sibling. He emphasizes the bond with
his brothers and their outdoor sporting activities.

Loyalty and
Responsibility

Goodes shares a school incident where he chose loyalty by not
revealing a friend who caused damage, showcasing his values of
friendship and accountability.

Play and
Development

School was a place for making friends and engaging in sports. Goodes
highlights the importance of balancing academic efforts with physical
activities, resonating with children's experiences today.

Passion
Through
Exploration

His interest in sports grew through exploration, initially playing soccer
before switching to AFL. He drew inspiration from basketball legend
Michael Jordan.

Competition
and Learning

Goodes embraced different positions in AFL, learning self-discipline
through mistakes, such as a suspension for an aggressive play,
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Key Themes Description

emphasizing personal growth in sports.

Achievement
and Family
Support

His first AFL goal was a significant achievement celebrated with family,
highlighting the importance of support networks in the pursuit of
dreams.

Foundations
of Success

Goodes advocates for dreaming big, goal setting, and learning from
others to achieve aspirations, underscoring the role of hard work and
passion in his journey.

Overall
Narrative

Goodes’ journey reflects lessons in friendship, resilience, and values
shaped by his childhood and sports experiences, illustrating a holistic
approach to success.
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Chapter 17 Summary: Jodi Haines A Tasmanian
Toomelah tiger

Growing up Aboriginal in Australia was a journey filled with both love and

 confusion for Jodi Haines, a young girl grappling with her identity amidst

ongoing questions and judgments. From her childhood, she faced repetitive

interrogations about her Aboriginal identity, often coupled with ignorance

from those around her. Despite knowing her heritage, the external

skepticism left her puzzled, fostering an inner turmoil regarding her sense of

self.

1. Family Heritage and Early Life: Jodi's father was a Gamilaroi man

 from Toomelah, a community established by the New South Wales

government. He was a champion boxer and a cultural storyteller, but his

presence was fleeting. Jodi’s mother, of Irish descent, was resolute in

instilling a strong sense of Aboriginal identity in her daughters, often

defending them against racist attacks. The memories of her mother wielding

a wooden spoon at racists embodied a fierce love that Jodi both admired and

found embarrassing.

2. Childhood Experiences: Jodi recalls her early years filled with

 community love and support, especially from her maternal grandmother.

Unfortunately, when Jodi was around four years old, her father left, and her

mother became a single parent. This absence was keenly felt, highlighted by
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memories of her father's engagement with her through playful moments like

teaching her to throw a boomerang—an object that came to symbolize her

heritage and connection to him.

3. Struggles with Identity: Throughout her childhood, Jodi felt the

 weight of racism, enduring derogatory taunts that served as painful

reminders of her difference from peers. Experiences like having a dead

kangaroo dumped on their doorstep underscored the ignorance she faced.

Yet, amidst this adversity, her pride in her Aboriginal identity grew, even if

she struggled to understand the animosity directed at her.

4. Significant Family Connection: At twelve, Jodi’s life took a

 transformative turn when her mother arranged a trip to Toomelah to meet

her ailing grandmother. This journey was not just a physical departure; it

marked a significant moment of connection with her heritage. She vividly

remembers meeting her father unexpectedly and the warm reception from

family members who excitedly welcomed her and her sisters. They

experienced familial love and acceptance devoid of the identity questions

that haunted their life in Tasmania.

5. Personal Growth and Political Awakening: Following this visit, Jodi

 and her sisters began embracing their identities more assertively. Her sisters

took on political stances, questioning the narratives that denied the existence

of Aboriginal people in Tasmania. Jodi, too, found avenues for expression
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through sports and art, bringing her confidence to the forefront. By engaging

deeply with her culture and heritage, she found purpose and pride that had

been previously clouded by confusion.

6. A Lasting Connection: Jodi maintained strong ties with her extended

 family over the years, attending community events and funerals, and even

expressing her tribute through music. Her song “Toomelah Woman”

encapsulates the emotions tied to her heritage and the influence of her

grandmother. The ongoing connection to her Aboriginal roots empowered

her to assert her identity amidst ongoing societal questions.

7. Legacy and Community: As Jodi reflects on her family—including

 her father, uncles, and aunties who have passed into the Dreamtime—she

cherishes her extensive lineage and the strength of her Gomeroi identity. She

expresses gratitude towards her mother for instilling resilience and

compassion, while also honoring the Tasmanian Aboriginal community for

their perseverance. Today, she continues to work alongside them, proud of

both her ancestry and her community's resilience. 

Through Jodi Haines’ story, the complexities of growing up Aboriginal

come to life, illustrating the struggles and triumphs of finding one's place

within a rich yet often challenging cultural context.
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Chapter 18: John Hartley I remember

The spoken-word piece by Karranjal John Hartley, a Ku Ku Yalanji man

 born in Kogarah, New South Wales, encapsulates a rich tapestry of

memories reflecting his childhood and cultural identity over several decades.

These memories traverse the landscapes of his early life, family ties, cultural

dislocation, and eventual affirmation of identity amidst personal and societal

challenges.

1. Hartley's recollections begin in a modest setting, with paint-peeled homes

and communal living that shaped his early years. The environment is vividly

described, from wooden furniture to a kerosene fridge, evoking a sense of

community life filled with both warmth and hardship.

2. He paints a picture of his childhood filled with play, exploration, and the

innocence of youth. His adventures in nature, including riding a horse and

spending hours on a favorite rock, illustrate a deep connection to the land.

This bond is further emphasized by memories of his mother guiding him

through the cultural significance of their ancestry in the natural world.
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Chapter 19 Summary: Terri Janke The streets of my
youth

Terri Janke's reminiscences of her childhood on Jones Street in Cairns paint

 a vivid picture of her formative years. Growing up in a close-knit

community, she recalls the flat, unpaved street where her siblings, Toni and

John Paul, engaged in playful activities like biking and exploring nature.

This idyllic environment, however, had a darker undercurrent; a personal

experience of racism serves as a stark reminder of the challenges of her

youth. 

1. Family Dynamics and Community: Janke fondly describes her family

 and neighbors who played significant roles in her life. Her mother, a

striking figure with her colorful attire, dedicated herself to supporting

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children in education, while her father

juggled his responsibilities as both a post office worker and a budding

journalist. The familial bonds were reinforced through frequent gatherings,

storytelling, and music, which provided a sense of belonging in a world that

could otherwise feel isolating.

2. Health Struggles: From a young age, Terri faced chronic skin issues

 that affected her daily life, making her mother particularly anxious. While

conventional medicine failed to provide a solution, traditional healing

methods from Uncle James brought some relief, highlighting a connection to
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cultural practices that supported her well-being.

3. Transition and Change: The family's move to Canberra marked a

 significant turning point. Janke reflects on her mixed emotions about

leaving Cairns. While she had few friends in school and felt largely

overlooked, her siblings navigated the impending change differently — Toni

had an active social life, and John Paul was focused on soccer. The

relocation opened doors to new experiences and friendships, eventually

leading to a positive academic environment where Janke discovered her own

capabilities.

4. Cultural Awakening in Canberra: Arriving in 1976, the family

 encountered a different social landscape that introduced Janke to the

political and cultural issues surrounding Indigenous Australians. Both

parents found work in the public service, establishing a sense of community

among other Indigenous families in the city. This new context allowed Janke

to connect with prominent Indigenous leaders, further deepening her

awareness of her cultural identity.

5. Enduring Memories: Despite the challenges of this transition, Janke's

 reflections reveal a lasting connection to her roots in Cairns. Jones Street

remains an indelible part of her identity, symbolizing her childhood and the

community that shaped her. The memories of play and familial unity stand

in stark contrast to the complexities she later faced, serving as a foundation
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for her ongoing journey within the broader landscape of Aboriginal and

Torres Strait Islander issues in Australia.

Through this narrative, Janke not only shares her personal experiences but

also highlights the resilience and strength of her community, intertwining

her past with a broader cultural significance that continues to resonate today.
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Chapter 20 Summary: Keira Jenkins What it’s like

Keira Jenkins shares her deeply personal journey of navigating her

 Aboriginal identity in a world that often judges individuals by superficial

standards. It begins with a frustrating phone call from a man who, despite his

past relationship with an Aboriginal woman, makes dismissive assumptions

about her identity. This encounter serves as a trigger, reminding Keira of the

many ways people try to negate her understanding of what it means to be

Aboriginal.

From a young age, Keira's experiences challenged her sense of belonging. At

six, a classmate's comment highlighted the prejudice surrounding her

identity when her classmates deemed her "too white" to be Aboriginal. This

revelation sparked feelings of shame, despite her parents instilling a sense of

pride in her heritage. Growing up in Moree, a town often associated with

negative stereotypes, she recounts vibrant memories of childhood joy, all

while recognizing that tougher realities existed for many of her peers.

As she moved to the north coast to pursue a better education, Keira's school

life appeared more welcoming initially, filled with supportive teachers and

enriching activities. However, when she encountered discriminatory

practices—such as being singled out for literacy tests based solely on her

Aboriginality—she began to question her worth and place in society.

Throughout her high school years, societal expectations and stereotypes
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exerted immense pressure, pushing her to feel ashamed and to distance

herself from her heritage.

Keira’s realization of being perceived as "privileged" became another layer

of complexity in her identity struggle. While acknowledging the advantages

her parents worked hard to provide, she highlights the constant internal

conflict of proving herself worthy against a backdrop of racism—from both

friends and strangers alike. Awards and accolades that she earned in school

were often viewed through a lens of skepticism, further complicating her

feelings toward her accomplishments.

It wasn't until a pivotal moment at an Anzac Day march that Keira

reawakened her sense of pride and belonging. Observing a friend’s

disinterest in the event illuminated her connection to cultural significance,

prompting her to reclaim her identity with conviction. Yet, even with

newfound confidence, she continues to face dismissive comments about her

mixed heritage, underscoring the constant scrutiny individuals encounter

regarding their racial identities.

Keira grapples with a collective narrative that insists on strict definitions of

Aboriginal identity, questioning societal remarks that imply a hierarchy

within Aboriginality. She vehemently recognizes that no one else defines her

identity; she owns her journey and acknowledges her complexity. The

chapter ultimately emphasizes the importance of individual agency in
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defining one’s own identity, regardless of external judgments. It serves as a

reminder that every story and experience is unique, and pride in one’s

heritage can take many forms. Despite ongoing challenges, she asserts that it

is her right alone to claim her Aboriginal identity—an identity she has come

to embrace wholly.
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Chapter 21: Patrick Johnson My life’s voyage

Patrick Johnson's life journey is a powerful narrative woven from

 remarkable experiences, cultural richness, and personal resilience. Born on a

speedboat in the embrace of the sea and air, he entered the world under

extraordinary circumstances; his Aboriginal mother, Pearl Marriott, gave

birth while en route to a hospital in Cairns, after being relocated from

Lockhart River to the Yarrabah mission. His father, an Irish immigrant,

faced the unique challenge of raising his son as a single parent following the

tragic loss of Patrick's mother in a car accident when he was just two years

old.

1. Diversity of Experience: Growing up on a boat in far north

 Queensland, Patrick's early years were a tapestry of adventures. Navigating

through more than twenty schools shaped his adaptability and

resourcefulness, teaching him to embrace every moment despite the frequent

upheavals and heartaches inherent in a transient lifestyle. The challenges he

faced—from the bittersweet nature of friendships formed and lost to the

responsibility of managing the boat—fostered resilience and character
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Chapter 22 Summary: Scott Kennedy Red dust kids

In "Growing Up Aboriginal in Australia," Scott Kennedy recounts his

 childhood in the harsh landscape of Condobolin, a place characterized by its

red dust and unforgiving environment, paralleling his experiences with the

strength of his pop, who provided both physical and emotional support.

Despite entering school and feeling more independent, Scott still

experienced the playful rivalries typical of childhood, especially with Uncle

Mark and cousin David, who oscillated between being rivals and close

friends. 

Scott fondly recalls Saturday afternoons spent at the picture theater, where a

crush on Sandy Pawsy prompted him to display courage for attention. Under

his mother’s watchful eye, Scott and the boys formed a tight-knit group that

commanded respect within their community, often engaging in mischievous

behavior like spitting over the balcony rail during a movie. When a spit

aimed at the crowd landed on Billie and Jack’s father, the boys feared

retribution, leading to a tense waiting period during the film.

The incidents from the theater eventually faded from their minds until a

confrontation broke out at school. Scott's anxiety peaked as he witnessed

David face off with Billie in a fight. The chaotic scene saw David struggle

under Billie’s punches, culminating in humiliation when Billie spat on him,

using derogatory language. In that moment, Scott felt a rush of empathy and
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helplessness, wanting to support his brother figure but rendered speechless

by the emotional turmoil.

As they returned home from school, Mark and Scott stoically walked

alongside a bruised but resilient David. The experience solidified their bond,

illustrating the complexity of childhood camaraderie, rivalry, and the

unspoken support shared among them. On the porch, their pop’s prideful

smile signaled an understanding of their journey through a harsh yet

formative experience, reinforcing the lessons of resilience and unity in the

face of adversity.  

This chapter emphasizes several themes:

1. The bonds of family are complex, mixing rivalry with deep loyalty.

2. Childhood innocence coexists with harsh realities, shaping character.

3. The camaraderie among friends often acts as a protective shield against

external challenges.

4. Violent confrontations are part of growing up, but they reveal deeper

emotional connections among peers.

5. The influence of parental figures provides a sense of security, anchoring

children in turbulent times.
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Chapter 23 Summary: Sharon Kingaby December 21

On December 21, 1967, a seemingly ordinary day for seven-year-old Sharon

 Kingaby at the OPAL Home in South Brisbane marked the beginning of a

significant journey in her life. With the scent of hot Vita Brits wafting

through the air, Sharon recalled the memories of living with her younger

sisters, Coralie and Lillian. Despite the OPAL Home being a refuge for

Aboriginal women and children, her memories from that time were less than

positive, characterized by a deep longing for their mother.

The OPAL Home, resembling a converted Queenslander, provided

communal dining and sleeping areas for the children. Sharon's memories

were a collection of snapshots: the cramped bedroom she shared with her

sisters, the bustling dining hall where the children lined up for meals, and

the infrequent visits from non-Aboriginal families seeking to take a child for

a stay, which offered a brief escape from their daily lives. These outings

often came with promises of new clothes, outings, and a temporary sense of

belonging.

However, the experiences outside the home were fraught with the harsh

realities of racism and diminished self-worth. The families that selected her

reinforced feelings of neglect and exploitation, conditioning her to believe

her value was only as a helper and to feel grateful for their charity. On this

fateful day in December, while collecting her belongings—a single yellow
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handkerchief—that sense of separation became palpable as Lillian cried.

This marked not just an absence but a pivotal moment leading Sharon into a

life path rooted in a struggle for identity against the backdrop of forced

assimilation.

Sharon's journey of assimilation began without her understanding of what

that truly meant, characterized by painful efforts to fit in and deny her

Aboriginal heritage. Growing up, she encountered centering remarks about

her appearance and demeanor that pushed her to conform to non-Aboriginal

standards. As a survival mechanism, she adapted by downplaying her

identity, believing compliance would earn her acceptance. This process often

involved engaging in self-deprecating humor about her heritage to align with

her peers, distorting her sense of self and complicating her relationships with

her own culture.

In her early adult life, marrying at seventeen and striving to raise her child

well, Sharon continued to grapple with her identity until a friend's nudge led

her to apply for a job as an Aboriginal Liaison Officer. This role became a

transformative experience, introducing her to her heritage seriously and

involving her in her community's struggles. Through this, she uncovered the

historical injustices faced by Aboriginal people, such as massacres and

systemic racism, and recognized the resilience, pride, and love that

characterized her culture.
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Ultimately, Sharon's story underscores a profound evolution—from a

childhood steeped in the pain of separation to a newfound embrace of her

identity and community. Her narrative serves as a testament to the

complexities of identity formation for Aboriginal people in a colonized

context, revealing the enduring strength found in reclaiming one's heritage

amid the legacy of assimilation.
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Chapter 24: Ambelin Kwaymullina Growing up, grow up,
grown-ups

In this reflective piece by Ambelin Kwaymullina, the author shares her

 journey growing up as a member of the Palyku people while living on

Whadjuk Noongar land, revealing profound insights into her experiences

with racism and hope for future generations. The narrative begins with a

connection to her heritage rooted in the Pilbara region, juxtaposing it with

her upbringing in an urban environment shaped by a painful colonial history.

She highlights the impact of the Stolen Generations on her family, stemming

from her great-grandmother's forced displacement, an experience that

resonates deeply within her identity.

Kwaymullina emphasizes that experiences of racism are pervasive and

cannot be escaped, comparing them to relentless waves crashing upon one

who is simply trying to breathe. She recalls the absence of safe spaces during

her childhood, reflecting on how loneliness and isolation often define the

lives of Indigenous peoples in a colonized Australia. However, she notes the

existence of these safe spaces in her life now, underscoring their importance
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Chapter 25 Summary: Jack Latimore Far enough away
to be on my way back home

In Chapter 25 of *Growing Up Aboriginal in Australia*, titled "Far enough

 away to be on my way back home," Jack Latimore shares a detailed and

poignant narrative reflecting on his upbringing as an Aboriginal boy in

Australia, encapsulating themes of identity, family, and cultural connection.

1. Family and Early Life: Latimore begins by recounting the challenges

 faced by his family, particularly his father who enlisted in the army, leaving

his young mother to care for him and his brother. The family moved to

Holesworthy in Sydney, a stark contrast to their later experiences back in

Kendall, a village steeped in history. His paternal grandfather, Jack, played a

crucial role in bridging the distance between families, emphasizing the

foundational support of extended family in shaping his identity.

2. Cultural Awareness: Although Latimore cannot pinpoint the exact

 moment he learned he was Aboriginal, he acknowledges the deep-seated

awareness instilled by his family. His experiences included moments of

cultural clash, such as the humorous misunderstanding with his grandfather

regarding food. His upbringing was marked by the recognition of Aboriginal

heritage—something that, he notes, many Aboriginal youths in urban areas

do not have the privilege to explore.
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3. Desire for Authenticity: As a child, Latimore yearned to embody the

 'authentic' Aboriginal experience, fueled by representations in media. His

quest for a connection to his heritage involved dreams of traditional customs

and language, though he faced barriers in accessing this knowledge. Despite

a privileged upbringing, he navigated societal perceptions and family

dynamics that were often fraught with underlying prejudice.

4. Contrasting Environments: Latimore paints a vivid picture of the

 contrasting landscapes of Kendall, characterized by an orderly, farming

community, and Port Macquarie, marked by chaos and nightlife. Through

these environments, he developed a keen awareness of racism and the social

realities faced by Aboriginal Australians, which slowly crystallized his

understanding of identity beyond the idyllic lens of childhood fantasy.

5. Awakening to Racism and Identity: Through various experiences at

 school, including prejudice regarding his physical appearance and blood

quantum, Latimore came to grasp the complexities of his identity. He

recounts the emotional confusion sparked by the derogatory term 'niggers'

used by a relative, which made him confront the deep-seated racism that

aimed to alienate him from his heritage.

6. Educational Journey: Latimore's high school experience transitioned

 to a broader cultural understanding as he moved to a community where

Aboriginal Studies were taught. His educational path, however, was
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tumultuous, marked by distractions and struggles with belonging,

culminating in a challenging stint at university amidst high unemployment

and personal hardships.

7. Cultural Connection and Professional Growth: A pivotal role at the

 Tweed Byron Local Aboriginal Land Council helped him reconnect with his

community and culture while gaining employment stability. The experience

opened doors for deeper understanding and questioning of Aboriginal rights

and heritage, forging links to his ancestry.

8. Writing and Reflection: Latimore attempted to document his family's

 stories, influenced by an array of experiences, yet struggled to give

coherence to his narrative. His journey through creativity led him to revisit

storytelling in a simplified form, demonstrating a desire to connect through

shared histories rather than individual isolation.

9. Quest for Community: Ultimately, Latimore's experiences reflect the

 struggle between personal ambition and the need for community. He

journeyed through various phases of artistic expression, grappling with

loneliness while yearning for a place within his heritage. Meeting cultural

figures provided a poignant reminder of connection, allowing him to

understand the importance of community over individual narrative.

Jack Latimore's chapter provides an intimate lens into the complexities of
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growing up Aboriginal amid societal challenges, underlining the significance

of familial ties, cultural heritage, and community in shaping identity. His

reflections lead to profound insights about the necessity of embracing one's

roots while navigating the intricate landscape of modern Australia.
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Chapter 26 Summary: Celeste Liddle Black bum

Celeste Liddle's narrative in Chapter 26 of "Growing Up Aboriginal in

 Australia" vividly recounts her early experiences with racism and identity as

an Aboriginal child in predominantly white environments. At just five years

old, Liddle faced her first harsh realization of difference when a classmate

hurled the words "Black bum" at her. This moment marked the beginning of

her awareness of her racial identity as a source of shame rather than pride,

prompting an instinctual reaction to retaliate. The incident is reflective of a

broader theme throughout her childhood, wherein her Aboriginal identity

was often met with derision from peers and a school system that overlooked

her cultural background.

1. Liddle’s upbringing was steeped in Aboriginal culture, contrary to her

classmates, as she had a father of Aboriginal heritage and a white mother.

She assumed her familial experiences, including visiting the Tent Embassy

and listening to Aboriginal political discussions, were universal. Yet, her

schooling revealed a stark isolation; her background blurred the lines of her

identity amid dominant societal norms.

2. As Liddle transitioned through her formative years, she grappled with

additional layers of identity, particularly gender. Early encounters with

sexist attitudes compounded her experience of racial marginalization,

leading her to appropriate her appearance as a form of rebellion. She found
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discomfort in traditional gender roles, cutting her hair short and opting for

neutral clothing at a young age. This interplay between her Aboriginal

identity and her experiences as a woman shaped her outspoken nature as she

grew older.

3. Liddle’s educational experiences often served as reminders of her

otherness, with instances of racial slurs permeating her school life. One

poignant experience involved her discomfort during a classroom viewing of

a video about Aboriginal culture, where her classmates laughed at depictions

of nudity. This moment highlighted a disconnect between her own identity

and how it was perceived by her peers. The limited educational engagement

with her heritage compounded her sense of isolation during her schooling.

4. In the midst of these challenges, Liddle was anchored by her family's

involvement in Aboriginal political activities in Canberra, illuminating the

contrast between her culturally rich home life and the isolating nature of her

schooling. Despite the challenges in primary school, her active participation

in political events instilled a sense of resilience and connection to her

heritage.

5. Moving to the less diverse Melbourne suburbs deepened her feelings of

isolation. Although she was confident in her identity, she stood out starkly in

her homogenous school environment. Interestingly, many peers shared her

Aboriginal heritage but chose not to express it openly, a dynamic that forced
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Liddle to confront her identity more boldly.

6. A narrative of defiance took shape in Liddle’s heart, largely influenced by

her mother’s feminist ideals and social beliefs. Her mother’s actions against

racism in the school system paved the way for Liddle to develop a spirit of

activism. Exposure to feminist literature and ideas from a young age fostered

a questioning attitude in Liddle, pushing her to confront societal norms.

7. Music emerged as another significant influence in her life, with artists like

David Bowie and Midnight Oil resonating deeply with her experiences.

Their ability to weave political commentary into music provided Liddle with

both comfort and insight into broader Aboriginal struggles, reinforcing her

commitment to activism and expression through the arts.

8. An important turning point in her journey occurred during her years in

high school, particularly when she participated in a multicultural assembly

and delivered a poem by Oodgeroo Noonuccal. This experience ignited her

voice and propelled her toward active engagement, transforming her

isolation into a platform for advocacy.

9. As Liddle transitioned to university, she found a nurturing environment

filled with diverse perspectives that further nurtured her activism. Her

journey culminated in the creation of her play “Not One Nation,” which

explored Aboriginal identity and the complexities of political narratives
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concerning colonization and cultural erasure. This work reflected the

intersectionality of her experiences and the harsh realities faced by

Aboriginal people in Australia.

In reflecting on her life, Liddle acknowledges that the struggles of her youth

persist in different forms today. As she navigates her activism and the

ongoing sociopolitical landscape, she remains committed to reclaiming her

identity and advocating for justice and recognition for Aboriginal peoples.

Notably, she emphasizes that true growth cannot occur without addressing

the historical injustices faced by Indigenous communities in Australia.

Through her narrative, Liddle not only shares her story but also champions

the need for societal change and healing.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embracing Diversity and Activism

Critical Interpretation: Celeste Liddle's experiences underscore the

importance of embracing one's identity and the value of activism in

the face of adversity. Her journey teaches you that standing firm in

your truth, particularly in a world that often discourages diversity, can

be a powerful catalyst for change. By acknowledging the struggles of

your past and the historical injustices faced by marginalized

communities, you become empowered to advocate not just for

yourself but for others as well. Let Liddle's story inspire you to use

your voice to challenge societal norms and fight for equality,

reminding you that each act of defiance, however small, can contribute

to a larger narrative of justice and healing.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Chapter 27: Mathew Lillyst Recognised

In Chapter 27 of "Growing Up Aboriginal in Australia," Mathew Lillyst

 reflects on the legacy of renowned Aboriginal figures like David Unaipon

and Evonne Goolagong Cawley, acknowledging their significant cultural

impact. His narrative begins at his high school, where his family’s

distinguished ties to Aboriginal culture made his identity a point of

recognition among teachers and peers. Mathew's mother, a passionate

promoter of Aboriginal spirituality, and his brother, celebrated for his

musical talent, established a favorable reputation within the school

environment.

As Mathew navigates his adolescence, he becomes an advocate for social

justice, ultimately being selected to attend a reconciliation network day. This

gathering presents an uncomfortable scenario for him, as the schoolboys

engage in a superficial assessment of each other’s appearances before a

significant Aboriginal speaker addresses the largely non-Aboriginal

audience. During her presentation, she emphasizes the depth and richness of

Aboriginal culture, countering harmful stereotypes with pride and
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Chapter 28 Summary: Taryn Little Just a young girl

In this heartfelt narrative by Taryn Little—a young girl of the Wiradjuri

 tribe—she reflects on the significance of family and cultural heritage in

shaping her identity. Taryn recounts moments from her childhood filled with

warmth and connection, particularly focusing on the lessons imparted by her

uncle about their family history and the importance of community. These

stories are likened to tiny mustard seeds, symbolizing the strength that can

be cultivated within the next generation of the Wiradjuri people, allowing

them to thrive amidst adversities.

1. The foundation of family: Taryn remembers the profound messages from

her uncle who emphasized that family is paramount. Despite the challenges

faced—like the loss of loved ones and health issues—the essence of her

family remains unchanged and resilient, akin to a peaceful butterfly.

2. Cherished childhood memories: Taryn shares vivid recollections of joyful

days spent at a cherry farm, playfully engaging with cousins. These carefree

moments brought joy and laughter, illustrating the importance of shared

experiences in creating a strong familial bond.

3. Academic and cultural pride: Transitioning to her experiences in school,

Taryn proudly conveys details about her achievements, specifically

highlighting her participation in Indigenous programs. The encouragement

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


and pride emanating from her family serve as a significant motivational

force in her life, reinforcing her aspirations.

4. Connection to ancestors: As she reflects on her accomplishments, Taryn

feels a deep connection to her ancestors, particularly her grandmother. The

emotions stirred by these thoughts showcase her desire to honor her heritage

and make her family proud.

5. Advocacy for cultural awareness: At just thirteen, Taryn expresses a

longing to educate others about Indigenous culture, showcasing her pride in

her identity. Her dedication to learning about her history reinforces her

commitment to sharing and preserving the rich traditions of her people.

In summary, Taryn’s narrative beautifully illustrates her journey of

self-discovery, rooted in love for her family and a strong connection to her

Indigenous heritage. Through her experiences, she embodies the spirit of

resilience and pride that comes from understanding and embracing one’s

cultural identity.
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Chapter 29 Summary: Amy McQuire Stranger danger

In her poignant reflection, Amy McQuire shares a deeply personal narrative

 that reveals her struggle with identity and belonging as a mixed-race child

navigating a complex cultural landscape. Her story begins with a family

anecdote showcasing an incident where a stranger approached her father,

questioning the legitimacy of their relationship due to racial differences.

This event foreshadows McQuire's own internal conflicts about her heritage

and self-identity.

1. Childhood Confusion - Growing up in a predominately Indigenous

 family in Rockhampton, McQuire often felt like an outsider due to her

lighter skin and features inherited from her non-Indigenous mother. Despite

being part of a large South Sea Murri family, she struggled with feelings of

social awkwardness, often retreating into books rather than forging

connections with peers. Her skin color led her to feel like a fraud in her own

identity, highlighting early experiences of societal expectation and racial

discrepancy.

2. Colonization and Identity - McQuire reflects on the impact of colonial

 narratives ingrained in society, which affected her understanding of identity

from a young age. She recalls fantasizing about her appearance being

different if she had been born elsewhere, demonstrating her subconscious

acceptance of the racial hierarchies perpetuated by colonialism. This idea
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underscores the pervasive influence of white supremacy that challenges

Indigenous identity and heritage.

3. Uncovering Heritage - As she delved deeper into her family history,

 McQuire discovered the painful realities of her father’s background,

including the legacy of forced migration and dispossession faced by South

Sea Islanders. Understanding her family’s past, including the experiences of

the Stolen Generations, served as a crucial awakening to the significant

historical trauma that shaped her identity and her connection to country.

4. Connection to Country - A turning point comes during repeated visits

 to Tanna, Vanuatu, where McQuire gradually recognizes the profound

importance of land in her heritage. Through connection with her ancestors

and the cultural rituals of her father's homeland, she learns that land is not

merely property but a tapestry woven with stories, history, and identity that

cannot be commodified. The experience of receiving traditional names

during a ceremony further solidified her sense of belonging and heritage.

5. Reflections on Land Rights and Identity - McQuire articulates a

 broader understanding of land rights, recognizing land as a living entity

filled with memory and cultural significance. Her reflections encompass the

painful history of colonization in Queensland and the ongoing struggles for

recognition and justice among Indigenous peoples. She insists on the

necessity of healing both the land and the community, linking her identity as
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a Darumbal person intrinsically to the land she inhabits.

6. Empowerment Through Knowledge - As McQuire narrates her

 evolving understanding of identity, she engages in a powerful dialogue

about the need for self-reclamation and empowerment among Aboriginal

children. She acknowledges that the ignorance of outsiders mirrors systemic

issues within white Australia, emphasizing the critical importance of

nurturing a strong sense of self in her community’s children, ensuring they

embrace their identity and narratives regardless of external perceptions.

In this rich tapestry of memories, McQuire's journey of self-discovery

unfolds against a backdrop of colonization, familial heritage, and the search

for belonging. Ultimately, her narrative serves as a call to value the

complexities of identity and land, encouraging future generations to remain

steadfast in their cultural narratives and histories.
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Chapter 30: Melanie Mununggurr-Williams Grey

In the poignant narrative of Melanie Mununggurr-Williams, the exploration

 of identity takes center stage. Growing up in a world filled with stark

contrasts and labels, Mununggurr-Williams navigates the complexities of her

mixed heritage, embodying the notion of being “grey.” This concept reflects

a life lived in the in-between—an Aboriginal person born to a Yolngu father

and a white mother. The spectrum of experiences encapsulates not just the

struggles with identity but also the profound depths of pride, resilience, and

acceptance.

1. The Dichotomy of Identity: At an early age, Mununggurr-Williams

grapples with societal expectations and external perceptions—often

questioning why she doesn’t fit neatly into defined categories of identity

such as "black" or "white." Her childhood is marked by moments of

confusion and alienation, sparking an ongoing internal dialogue about

belonging. The recurring statements from peers highlight the absurdity of

reductive labels, exposing the simplicity with which society often assesses

complex identities.
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Chapter 31 Summary: Doreen Nelson Different times

In her reflective narrative, Doreen Nelson, a Noongar woman born in 1947

 in Kellerberrin, Western Australia, recounts her life experiences against the

backdrop of systemic challenges faced by Aboriginal people. She

emphasizes the stark contrasts between her upbringing and the lives of

today’s youth, highlighting the ongoing impact of historical government

policies that sought to erase Indigenous culture and enforce assimilation into

European society.

1. Childhood and Living Conditions: Doreen describes her early years

 on the native reserves, where basic necessities were often lacking. Growing

up in a large family, she recalls the absence of amenities like running water

and sanitation. Life involved walking long distances for supplies, and the

family made do with limited resources, such as preparing dampers from

homemade yeast.

2. Cultural Heritage and Education: The narrative reveals a deep

 connection to traditional practices, with references to bush tucker and

learning from Elders about tracking animals and identifying edible plants.

Despite the joys of childhood, Doreen faced the educational transition that

came when mission schools closed down. Competing in a state school where

she felt marginalized by her peers’ prejudices proved challenging,

contributing to her eventual decision to leave school early.
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3. Family and Struggles: As Doreen recounts her adulthood, she shares

 her experiences of marriage, motherhood, and the struggles that ensued.

With her husband Grant, she faced multiple challenges, including economic

hardship, domestic violence, and the heartbreak of losing a child to illness.

These personal tribulations are compounded by the broader issues facing

Aboriginal families at the time, such as intervention by welfare services and

the systemic challenges of fostering.

4. Resilience and Change: Despite the difficulties, Doreen’s story also

 reflects resilience and the ability to adapt. As her family navigated various

living situations and work opportunities, she underscores the importance of

cultural values and community support. Their move into towns was part of a

broader shift as Aboriginal reserves were closing, prompting a search for

stability and belonging.

5. Legacy and Future Generations: Doreen emphasizes the importance

 of preserving cultural heritage and storytelling, expressing a desire to share

her experiences with younger generations. She believes that by documenting

their stories, Aboriginal people can impart knowledge and foster pride in

their identity. This legacy serves as a foundation for future generations to

understand their cultural connections and work towards improving their

communities' welfare.
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In summary, Doreen Nelson's chapter in "Growing Up Aboriginal in

Australia" serves as a poignant reflection on the trials faced by Aboriginal

families through the decades. By sharing her story, she illuminates the

enduring strength within her community and the significance of passing

down cultural wisdom to nurture a better future for the generations to come.

Section Description

Childhood
and Living
Conditions

Doreen recalls her early years on native reserves, facing a lack of basic
amenities and resources, requiring long walks for supplies.

Cultural
Heritage and
Education

Doreen highlights her connection to traditional practices and the
challenges faced during her education at state schools post-mission
school closures.

Family and
Struggles

Doreen shares her experiences of marriage, motherhood, and the
difficulties stemming from economic hardship and personal loss,
alongside systemic issues.

Resilience
and Change

Despite challenges, Doreen's narrative reflects resilience, the
significance of cultural values, and community support during transitions
to urban living.

Legacy and
Future
Generations

Doreen stresses the need to preserve cultural heritage and share
stories with younger generations to foster pride and improve community
welfare.
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Chapter 32 Summary: Sharon Payne When did you first
realise you were Aboriginal?

Sharon Payne recounts her journey of self-identification as Aboriginal,

 touching upon various experiences that shaped her understanding of her

cultural identity. Her awareness began not as a singular moment, but rather

as a gradual realization influenced by the societal attitudes around her. The

triggering question of when she first recognized her Aboriginal identity

arose in a context where stereotypes prevailed, particularly after the Stolen

Generations report suggested that one’s appearance dictated cultural

authenticity. Initially, she mirrored the question back at others, challenging

them about their own identity, which often led to defensiveness or shame.

Throughout her childhood, Sharon faced overt racism, coupled with

misguided attempts by others to assure her that she didn’t “look Aboriginal.”

This misplaced compliment underlined her struggles with identity. One

poignant incident in Grade 2 starkly introduced her to the harmful reality of

racism when a classmate derogatorily referred to her mother. This incident

led to a deeper understanding of racial slurs and the uncomfortable truth

within her family about their actual situation in society. Her mother’s

warnings about the potential dangers of her identity, rooted in the historical

context of Aboriginal people, further complicated her understanding of

being Aboriginal.
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As Sharon grew older, other experiences reinforced her sense of difference,

such as a confrontational encounter with police due to her race. Despite

these challenges, she began to embrace her identity as a source of pride.

Alongside friends and community members, she became politically aware

and began recognizing systemic injustices faced by Aboriginal people,

catalyzed by significant events in Australian history, including the Wave Hill

walk-off and the passage of the 1967 referendum.

Transitioning to university marked a pivotal moment in Sharon’s life.

Though she hadn’t completed her high school certificate, encouragement

from her peers propelled her to enroll in higher education, and she became

the first Aboriginal student at her university. The unique support provided

through the Aboriginal Tertiary Assistance Scheme invigorated her

educational experience, although she had to face additional scrutiny by

public servants, a requirement not imposed on her non-Aboriginal peers. 

Ultimately, Sharon concludes that her understanding of her Aboriginal

identity is an indelible part of her being, lacking a distinct moment of

revelation. Rather, it has been a lifelong journey of navigating society’s

perceptions, embracing her roots, and feeling grateful for her identity. She

artfully encapsulates her relationship with her Aboriginal heritage as one of

continuous growth and acceptance, emphasizing that her awareness has

always been intertwined with her life experiences rather than a singular 'aha'

moment.
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Chapter 33: Zachary Penrith-Puchalski ‘Abo Nose’

In "Abo Nose," Zachary Penrith-Puchalski shares a poignant and

 introspective account of his experiences growing up as a person of mixed

heritage—Koori and Polish—navigating the complexities of identity, race,

and belonging in Australia. One of the central themes is Zachary's journey of

self-discovery, which begins when he realizes his Aboriginality at the tender

age of seven. This awakening marks the start of a disheartening experience

with racial prejudice and societal perceptions.

1. Early Awareness of Race: Zachary describes his childhood innocence

 regarding his racial identity. He was unaware people would associate him

with derogatory terms and jokes about his Aboriginal background until he

overheard one in school. This incident serves as a pivotal moment, as he

begins to grapple with the reality of being perceived differently due to the

color of his skin.

2. Cultural Contrast: Growing up in an affluent neighborhood, Zachary

 feels the stark contrast between his family's modest lifestyle and that of his
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Chapter 34 Summary: Carol Pettersen Too white to be
black, too black to be white . . .

In her poignant recounting of growing up as an Aboriginal child, Carol

 Pettersen shares a deeply emotional narrative marked by the pains of

segregation and identity. Reflecting on her childhood in a native mission,

she illustrates the heartbreaking experience of being separated from her

beloved brother, highlighting the profound emotional wounds inflicted by

the caste system imposed by the government. The mission's segregation

strategy aimed to protect lighter-skinned children like Pettersen from alleged

contamination by darker-skinned relatives, leading to lifelong feelings of

hurt and isolation. The distinction in skin tone within her family added

another layer of complexity to her identity struggle, as societal judgments

dictated her worth based on an arbitrary measure of skin color.

1. Early Trauma and Emotional Impact  

Pettersen vividly recalls her first encounter with emotional pain—being

punished for attempting to hug her brother. This experience set the stage for

a lifetime of grappling with feelings of worthlessness and alienation. The

harsh realities of life in the mission, including physical and sexual abuse,

further internalized her sense of being an outsider. She expresses a longing

for connection and affection, stifled by the abusive environment that

surrounded her.
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2. And the Burden of Identity  

Throughout her life, Pettersen wrestled with her identity, feeling caught

between two worlds: perceived as "too white to be black and too black to be

white." This dichotomy led to confusion and inconsistency in her social

interactions, as she faced rejection from both black and white communities.

Using her experiences, she articulates a clear narrative of resilience and the

capacity to adapt to various expectations and labels imposed by society.

3. Parental Influence and Activism  

The author's relationship with her parents shaped her understanding of her

identity. While her mother instilled a sense of pride in her Noongar heritage,

her father’s influence provided a more pragmatic approach to navigating a

society that judged individuals based on racial stereotypes. Her education

and exposure to Aboriginal activism inspired her to engage in social justice,

leading her to embrace her identity and advocate for the rights of her people.

4. Contemporary Struggles  

In her later years, Pettersen reflects on the irony of experiencing racism from

both sides of her cultural identity. While mainstream society commodifies
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her Aboriginality, she confronts prejudice from within her own community,

facing accusations of being a "coconut"—a term used to describe someone

perceived as out of touch with their Indigenous roots. This lateral violence

continues to perpetuate a cycle of discrimination, highlighting the

complexity of racial dynamics within Aboriginal communities.

5. Reflecting on the Broader Context  

Ultimately, Pettersen’s story is framed within the larger narrative of

Australia's Stolen Generations and the ongoing struggles for reconciliation

and recognition. The memories of her upbringing—living in a world defined

by rigid racial boundaries—remain vivid and impactful, offering a critical

perspective on the historical and ongoing challenges faced by Aboriginal

peoples in Australia. Her experiences underscore the importance of

understanding past injustices to pave the way for healing and a more

inclusive future.

Through her reflections, Carol Pettersen creates a rich tapestry of resilience,

identity, and the longing for belonging, reminding readers of the ongoing

realities that many Indigenous people contend with, and the persistent

strength it takes to navigate multiple, often conflicting, societal expectations.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Resilience in the face of adversity

Critical Interpretation: Carol Pettersen's experiences reveal that despite

the profound emotional wounds of segregation and rejection, the

journey toward self-acceptance and advocacy can transform pain into

empowerment. You might find inspiration in her story; it encourages

you to recognize your own struggles as a stepping stone for growth,

motivating you to embrace your identity fiercely and advocate for

justice, not just for yourself but for others who feel marginalized. Each

challenge becomes a lesson in resilience, demonstrating that your

worth is defined not by societal judgments but by your capacity to

rise, connect, and thrive.
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Chapter 35 Summary: Todd Phillips Living between two
knowledge systems

In "Living between two knowledge systems," Todd Phillips shares his

 experience growing up as a Koori man along the north coast of New South

Wales, grounded in the rich cultural heritage of his Bundjalung and

Gumbaynggirr ancestors. 

1. Cultural Background: Todd reflects on his lineage, tracing back to his

 great-grandmother Kathleen Kelly, a Gumbaynggirrr woman from

Bowraville. His identity as a Koori is deeply connected to the lands and

waters of the Clarence River, which serve as not only a physical space but a

cultural foundation. This connection to land shapes his understanding of

himself and his responsibilities as part of his community.

2. Dual Knowledge Systems: As a young boy, Todd was fortunate to be

 educated in both Aboriginal knowledge systems and Western education

settings. He highlights the significance of Bundjalung Yanha and

Gumbaynggirr miindalaygam, terms that represent traditional ways of

learning rich in spirituality and communal storytelling. These Indigenous

knowledge systems provide profound insights into his ancestors' ways of

living and being, remaining relevant and vital for future generations of

Kooris.
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3. Connection to Ancestry: Through life lessons learned while fishing by

 the Clarence River, Todd learns of his cultural responsibilities, particularly

to the Jalbaranay (spotted goanna) symbolizing his tribe. He recognizes that

these teachings about land and its resources forge a vital connection to his

heritage, fostering respect for the natural world and reinforcing his identity.

4. Community and Support: Todd emphasizes the importance of

 community gatherings, such as Camp Bundjalung, where young Koori boys

learn about their heritage and forge their identities as men. These camps

address issues like education and employment by empowering youth

through cultural teachings, instilling pride and a sense of responsibility

among participants. 

5. Role Models and Aspirations: Elders play a pivotal role in inspiring

 young Kooris to aspire beyond stereotypes often imposed by society. They

encourage exploration of professional paths in fields like education and

healthcare, contrasting the limiting beliefs of traditional educators. The

emphasis is placed on the responsibility of young Kooris to uplift one

another and lead as role models for future generations.

6. Contrasting Learning Environments: Todd reflects on the stark

 differences between Western education and the Indigenous frameworks of

learning experienced outside classroom walls. The holistic sense of

belonging, context, and cultural relevance in Koori learning underscore a
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vibrant identity that contrasts with the often rigid and mainstream approach

of Western schooling. This duality of knowledge systems challenges the

perception of what constitutes valid education, enriching Todd's

understanding of his place in both worlds. 

Through his narrative, Todd Phillips presents a vibrant tapestry of

Aboriginal identity, illustrating the significance of cultural heritage,

community support, and the duality of knowledge systems that shape the

lives of Koori people in contemporary Australia.

Theme Description

Cultural
Background

Todd Phillips traces his Koori lineage to his great-grandmother
Kathleen Kelly, highlighting his identity's deep connection to the
Clarence River and his cultural heritage.

Dual
Knowledge
Systems

He was educated in both Aboriginal knowledge systems and Western
education, learning about Bundjalung Yanha and Gumbaynggirr
miindalaygam, which hold spiritual and storytelling significance.

Connection to
Ancestry

Fishing by the Clarence River imparted cultural responsibilities and
teachings about land usage that reinforce respect for nature and his
tribal identity.

Community
and Support

Community events like Camp Bundjalung empower young Koori boys
to learn about their heritage and address educational and employment
challenges, fostering pride and responsibility.

Role Models
and
Aspirations

Elders inspire young Kooris to pursue careers beyond stereotypes,
stressing the importance of uplifting one another to lead as future role
models.

Contrasting
Learning

Todd contrasts the holistic learning in Koori culture with the structured
Western education system, emphasizing the richness of Indigenous
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Theme Description

Environments knowledge.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embracing Dual Knowledge Systems

Critical Interpretation: Imagine stepping into Todd Phillips' shoes and

feeling the pulse of two worlds harmonizing within you. The duality

of knowledge systems he navigates offers a unique lens through which

to view life, blending the wisdom of your forebears with the

information and skills gained from modern education. This blend

invites you not only to honor your roots and the teachings of your

ancestors but also to engage fully in contemporary society. By

embracing both Indigenous wisdom and formal education, you can

forge your path with confidence, making informed decisions that are

culturally responsive and grounded in heritage. This approach not only

enriches your understanding of the world but also empowers you to

inspire others, showing them the beauty of balancing tradition with

progress.
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Chapter 36: Kerry Reed-Gilbert The little town on the
railway track

In a heartfelt narrative from Kerry Reed-Gilbert in "Growing Up Aboriginal

 in Australia," the journey toward establishing a home is marked by a blend

of hope and adversity. After years of transient living in tents and shacks,

Reed-Gilbert recounts the long-awaited move to a permanent residence in

the small town of Koora. This new home offers not just stability for her

family, including her siblings and mother, but also strategic proximity to

fertile fruit-picking locations, which provide essential income. The family's

pride in finally having a place to call their own is palpable; however, the

hurdles they face quickly become evident.

The family's history is steeped in hardship since their previous residence in

Condo was destroyed by fire. As state wards, Reed-Gilbert and her siblings

have experienced upheaval under the watchful eye of welfare authorities

who threatened their tenuous family structure. The joy of moving into a new

house is soon overshadowed by the oppressive realities of racial prejudice

that permeate the town. 
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Chapter 37 Summary: William Russell A story from my
life

William Russell, a reflective elder, shares his experiences and insights about

 his identity as an Aboriginal man within Australian society. Throughout his

life, he has navigated the complexities of self-identification and societal

perceptions, defining himself primarily through his Aboriginality, which

encompasses his spirituality, cultural values, and language from the

Ya-idt’midtung nation. Russell emphasizes that identity is shaped both by

personal experience and external expectations, noting the derogatory terms

imposed upon him and others who share his heritage. Despite this, he refuses

to internalize the negativity, stating that he is indeed Aboriginal, having

been nurtured by traditional teachings from his ancestors.

1. Understanding of Identity: Russell’s understanding of his identity has

 evolved, reflecting his life across various locations in Australia. While he

acknowledges the terms ‘Aboriginal’ and ‘Indigenous’ as interchangeable to

some, he asserts that true identity lies within his cultural heritage, not in

external labels or classifications. His experiences of prejudice for his

physical appearance have only strengthened his resolve to affirm his identity

proudly.

2. Complexity of Being Australian: The question of whether he feels

 Australian is met with ambivalence, as Russell recounts his service in the
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military prior to the 1967 referendum. He reflects on the disillusionment he

feels towards a nation that has historically marginalized his people and

laments the ongoing challenges faced by Aboriginal communities. His

frustrations stem from the contrasting ideals he once held about Australia

and the harsh realities that he has witnessed, leading him to feel a deep sense

of shame for the injustices inflicted upon his kin and land.

3. Connection to Land and Culture: Russell's sense of connection with

 his homeland is profound and steeped in pain when he witnesses its

degradation. The cultural and spiritual ties he has to the land are personal

and intimate; thus, the destruction of these connections leaves him feeling

estranged in his own country. He reflects on the importance of land and

culture as integral to his identity, indicating that loss in these areas equates

to a loss of self.

4. Cultural Reflection and Storytelling: In his interactions with the

 police while reminiscing about his childhood, Russell illustrates his past as

a time filled with both beauty and violence. He provides a vivid recounting

of a night when his great-grandfather courageously defended their family's

dignity against a racist mob. This moment not only highlights the historical

struggles against oppression but affirms the strength and resilience

embedded within Indigenous narratives.

5. Societal Expectations and Personal Growth: Russell recalls his
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 mother’s efforts to instill impeccable manners and decorum as they attended

social gatherings with white families. He recognizes the pressure to conform

to societal expectations in a bid to prove their worth and combat stereotypes.

His yearning for authentic connection is juxtaposed against the sacrifices

made to fit into a world that holds prejudiced perceptions of Aboriginal

people.

Through his narrative, William Russell articulates a journey marked by

resilience, self-affirmation, and a commitment to fostering understanding

between cultures. He uses his writing as a tool for bridging the gap between

Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal Australians, striving for a future grounded in

respect and acknowledgment of the past. His reflections serve as a powerful

reminder of the necessity of embracing one's identity amidst the challenges

posed by a complex historical backdrop.
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Chapter 38 Summary: Marlee Silva Cronulla to Papunya

In Marlee Silva's chapter "Cronulla to Papunya," a vivid contrast emerges

 between two distinct places in Australia: the coastal suburb of Cronulla and

the remote community of Papunya. Papunya, situated in an arid landscape

marked by roads forming honeyant patterns, thrives with a community spirit

that defines its residents. Despite the challenges faced by its predominantly

young population, who live closely with family in Lego-like houses, there is

an underlying resilience. The Papunya School, alive with students and a

nurturing environment, serves as the heart of this community, where

children gather for breakfast and classes before the heat of the day.

In stark contrast, Silva reflects on her upbringing in Cronulla, an area

characterized by its beach and vibrant suburban life. Having a mixed

heritage, she always recognized her Aboriginality but grappled with it

primarily as a fact within her identity. Entering high school two years

post-crucial race riots and on the brink of a national apology to the Stolen

Generations, she navigated a predominantly white environment where her

cultural background marked her as different. This experience turned her into

an inadvertent spokesperson for Aboriginal Australia, compelled to answer

awkward questions on identity and heritage from her peers.

Among her vivid high school memories, a significant encounter with a

classmate instigated her deeper understanding of identity. When questioned
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about her father’s skin color, Silva realized the stark differences in

perception between herself and others. It led to an awakening of her own

identity and the complexities surrounding being Aboriginal in a

contemporary setting. She felt compelled to embrace her heritage more fully,

driven by a determination to educate herself and others about Aboriginal

culture, but often faced painful misunderstandings regarding her identity tied

to her lighter skin.

Through her reflections on familial support, marked by a pivotal lesson from

her father comparing their mixed backgrounds to coffee and milk, Silva

finds moments of clarity that fortify her heritage. This metaphor becomes a

guiding principle in her life as she learns that identity transcends physical

appearance and societal judgments.

Amid her journey to discover her Aboriginal roots, she takes a

transformative step by volunteering in Papunya, where cultural simplicity

flourishes, unfettered by the judgments of outsiders. In this interconnected

space, the burdens of identity are lifted. The children, including a boy named

Caleb, quickly embrace her, demonstrating that true essence lies not in color

but in shared humanity and friendships. 

In the heart of Papunya, the richness of connection prevails, and the

community embodies kindness and support. Here, the emphasis is on

personal character and mutual respect rather than on racial identity, allowing
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Silva to experience real belonging. Ultimately, her time in Papunya

crystallizes the realization that beneath the complexities of race, all people

are fundamentally united by their shared human experience. 

This chapter encapsulates a profound journey of self-discovery and cultural

understanding, highlighting the richness of Aboriginal identity, the beauty of

community acceptance, and the unbreakable ties that bind humanity

together, regardless of superficial differences.
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Chapter 39: Liza-Mare Syron Letterbox-gate

Liza-Mare Syron reflects on her life and identity as an Aboriginal woman

 growing up in Balmain, a historically industrial suburb of Sydney. Her

narrative intertwines personal history with broader cultural issues, setting the

stage for a rich exploration of heritage, loss, and self-discovery.

1. Ancestral Roots and Family Legacy: Liza’s family history is deeply

 intertwined with Balmain, which was once inhabited by the Gadigal and

Wangal people. Her great-grandfather, Daniel Syron, a Birripi man from

Cape Hawke, symbolizes the resilience and struggle of Aboriginal men,

having enlisted in the army despite restrictions. His marriage to Elizabeth

Murray, an English migrant, produced a lineage that includes strong family

ties and a complex ancestry that Liza would not fully appreciate until later in

life.

2. Tragic Loss and Emotional Turmoil: The loss of her father, at just 38

 years old due to heart disease, profoundly impacts Liza and her family. This

event not only marks a significant turning point in her life but also reveals
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Chapter 40 Summary: Frank Szekely From Marree to the
city

Frank Szekely, a proud Adnyamathanha and Arabana man, reflects on his

 journey from his cultural roots in the Flinders Ranges and Marree to a new

life in Adelaide. Growing up in these stunning landscapes instilled in him a

deep sense of pride, particularly when he witnesses the awe of visitors to

these regions. The beauty of Kati Thanda, or Lake Eyre, left a lasting

impression on him, showcasing the sacred connection he has with his

homeland.

His childhood memories are a blend of joy and struggle. Laughter and

activities with his cousins, like playing football and building cubby houses,

fill his heart with happiness. However, his early years were marred by

challenges and regrets stemming from his behavior in school, largely

influenced by experiences of domestic violence and racism. Attending

Willsden Primary School and later Port Augusta Secondary School, he

acknowledges his disrespect towards teachers and peers, attributing it to

feeling marginalized as an Aboriginal student. 

At the age of 16, Frank transitioned to Sacred Heart College in Adelaide to

pursue further education and his aspirations in football. This significant

move, though motivated by family support, was initially met with resistance

as he grappled with homesickness and the pressure of adapting to a more
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demanding academic environment. Adjusting to life as a boarder was a

gradual process; however, with consistent communication with his family,

he eventually found solace and support in his new school community.

As he embraces this chapter of his life, Frank recognizes the growth he has

experienced, particularly in developing independence and confidence. His

involvement in the Aboriginal AFL Academy at Port Adelaide Football Club

fuels his dreams of being drafted into the AFL, a goal intertwined with his

desire to give back to his community. He expresses a heartfelt commitment

to inspiring younger generations from remote communities who, unlike him,

may not have access to similar opportunities. 

Despite his current residence in Adelaide, the connection to his heritage and

the lands of the Flinders Ranges remains profound. He understands that

these places represent not only his ancestry but also an integral part of his

identity, influencing his path forward and shaping the person he aspires to

become. Frank's narrative encapsulates both the beauty and challenges of

growing up Aboriginal in Australia, emphasizing the importance of family,

culture, and the ongoing journey of self-discovery and empowerment.
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Chapter 41 Summary: Miranda Tapsell Nobody puts
Baby Spice in a corner

Miranda Tapsell recounts critical moments in her life that shaped her

 understanding of identity and self-representation. From an early age,

Miranda exhibited a strong sense of individuality and awareness of gender

and racial dynamics. At just four years old, she expressed her preferences

fiercely, challenging gendered nicknames and asserting her identity as a

"Black Girl," a precursor to her broader understanding of intersectional

feminism.

Growing up in Jabiru, Northern Territory, Miranda’s childhood was heavily

influenced by her parents. Her mother, an Aboriginal education officer,

worked tirelessly to support Indigenous students within a Western education

system that often marginalized them. This formative experience instilled in

Miranda an understanding of the challenges faced by her community and the

importance of educational opportunities. While her mother lacked formal

resources to close the educational gap, her dedication and compassion

profoundly impacted Miranda's perspective on identity and community

support.

As Miranda reflected on her schooling, she noted feeling like an outsider,

caught between the worlds of her Aboriginal peers and non-Indigenous

friends. Her interests—like her love for the Spice Girls—set her apart,
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resulting in a sense of isolation that was underscored by her experiences of

racial dynamics. One pivotal moment came during a class project where she

realized she had been "whitewashing" her identities, inadvertently shading

her drawings in a manner that did not represent her true heritage. This

awakening led her to embrace her identity more authentically, marking a

significant shift in her self-perception and artistic expression. Instead of

conforming to her non-Indigenous friends’ perceptions, she began to draw

her family as they truly were.

As she navigated through adolescence, Miranda encountered tensions over

her racial identity. A defining moment during a school disco illustrated this

struggle when her non-Indigenous friend assumed she would dress as Scary

Spice simply because of her skin color. This demand led Miranda to assert

her right to identify as Baby Spice, reflecting her desire for cultural

autonomy. Ultimately, she chose to wear a pink dress and adopt a persona

that resonated with her, despite facing discomfort from her friends.

Miranda's reflections during this time reveal a broader societal tension: the

expectation for individuals to conform to stereotypes based on their race or

background. Throughout her youth, she learned to negotiate others'

perceptions while affirming her own identity—a process that was often

complicated by societal layers. Despite feeling the pressure to conform, she

recognized the importance of self-definition.
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Looking back, Miranda credits the Spice Girls with empowering her during

her formative years, lending her strength in claiming her identity amid

contrasting expectations. Through her experiences, she acknowledges the

ongoing challenges of defining oneself within a charged political context,

recognizing that asserting her Aboriginal identity was inherently a political

act.

In summarizing Miranda Tapsell's journey, one can identify several key

themes she navigates: 

1. Self-Identification: From a young age, Miranda asserts her identity

 and challenges labels imposed by others, demonstrating an early

understanding of intersectional feminism.

   

2. Community Support: The influence of her mother’s dedication to

 Indigenous education illustrates the importance of community support in

navigating systemic challenges.

   

3. Cultural Dichotomy: Miranda experiences a blend of cultures that

 shapes her friendships, leading to a sense of not fully belonging to either

group.

   

4. Artistic Expression: Through her art, she learns to authentically

 represent her identity, moving away from external pressures to conform.
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5. Resistance to Stereotypes: Miranda confronts societal expectations,

 learning that asserting her true self involves challenging stereotypes,

particularly in how others perceive cultural identity.

   

6. Empowerment through Pop Culture: The influence of the Spice Girls

 serves as a touchstone for Miranda’s self-empowerment, highlighting how

popular culture can play a role in shaping identity.

Ultimately, Miranda's reflections recount not just her personal growth, but

also the broader implications of identity politics in a multicultural landscape,

underscoring the importance of self-definition and authenticity in the face of

external pressures.
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Chapter 42: Jared Thomas Daredevil days

Born in Port Augusta in 1976, Jared Thomas’s childhood is a vivid tapestry

 interwoven with adventure, identity, and the subtle complexities of growing

up Aboriginal in Australia. His early years were spent exploring the natural

landscapes surrounding his home, where salt lakes turned into playgrounds

formed from sand dunes and the remnants of discarded items at the rubbish

tip became sources of curiosity. These experiences were layered with

familial love and community connections, as he navigated the rich yet

challenging narratives of his heritage through the lens of a child.

1. Adventurous Beginnings: His formative years were filled with

 risk-taking adventures, from riding bikes down sand dunes to climbing

trees. This childhood exuberance stood in stark contrast to the societal

perceptions about Aboriginal people, which he began to grasp as he entered

school. Initial innocence soon gave way to awareness of cultural prejudice as

he noticed the derogatory remarks made about Aboriginal people, prompting

a realization of societal expectations and assumptions based on his heritage.
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Chapter 43 Summary: Ceane G. Towers Finding my
belonging

Ceane G. Towers shares her profound journey of belonging and identity as

 an Aboriginal woman in Chapter 43 of "Growing Up Aboriginal in

Australia." Born on December 22, 1972, she describes herself as her

mother’s “Little Ray of Sunshine,” a child born from love and stability after

her mother's past experiences with trauma rooted in the Stolen Generations.

Ceane's mother, having suffered from a disconnection from her own family

due to government policies, finds solace in her marriage to Ceane’s father,

who exemplifies support and love, providing a nurturing environment for

their children.

1. Childhood and Community: Ceane’s early years are filled with

 cherished memories of exploration and connection to nature in Lithgow,

surrounded by the Blue Gum hills that she considers sacred. This landscape

fosters her sense of belonging and provides a vivid backdrop for her

childhood adventures with friends and family. These connections to the hills

also reflect a deeper cultural heritage tied to the Wiradjuri, Darug, and

Gamilaraay nations, highlighting her mixed background as part of her

identity, a blend of Aboriginal and European heritage.

2. Cultural Displacement in Education: The transition to mainstream

 education drastically shifts her self-perception. Ceane recounts her
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terrifying first day at school, where the culture of separation and division

starkly contrasts her earlier carefree existence. Her lack of familiarity with

English proves to be a significant barrier and results in negative experiences

that label her as “stupid.” The early schooling environment fails to

accommodate her cultural background, leading to her feeling isolated and

marginalized, further compounded by the prejudices of her peers and

teachers.

3. Discrimination and Identity Struggles: Throughout her schooling,

 Ceane faces constant discrimination due to her skin color and cultural

background. The complexities of her identity provoke feelings of

inadequacy; she is caught between being “not Aboriginal enough” and “not

white enough.” This invalidation from both sides deepens her struggles with

belonging and contributes to a sense of failure reinforced by the educational

system. The emotional toll of this experience extends beyond Ceane,

impacting her family, including her brother, who tragically succumbs to the

pressures of discrimination.

4. Breaking Cycles and Building Futures: Despite these challenges,

 Ceane ultimately finds a path toward empowerment. The success of her

parents in securing an Aboriginal home loan through Indigenous Business

Australia provides a sense of stability and represents a step toward breaking

the poverty cycle in her family. As a single mother herself, Ceane remains

committed to ensuring her children can thrive, working hard to secure their
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future while challenging societal stereotypes that misrepresent Aboriginal

people.

5. Identity and Advocacy: Ceane’s resilience leads her to pursue higher

 education, culminating in achieving both a bachelor’s and master’s degree.

She becomes an advocate for her community, embracing her identity and

ensuring her cultural heritage informs her life’s work. She emphasizes the

importance of personal perspective, exemplified by her mantra that

collective societal opinion does not dictate individual truth. Her spirituality

and connection to the land remain central to her identity, nurturing her

through adversity and fueling her dedication to her community.

In weaving her narrative, Ceane G. Towers not only recounts her personal

struggles but also reflects broader themes of identity, belonging, and

resilience within the Aboriginal experience in Australia. Her journey speaks

to the importance of cultural connections, the impact of historical injustices,

and the transformative power of education and community support in

overcoming systemic barriers and discovering one’s place in the world.
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Chapter 44 Summary: Aileen Walsh My childhood

In Chapter 44 of "Growing Up Aboriginal in Australia," Aileen Walsh shares

 her poignant story of childhood marked by complex layers of identity,

familial challenges, and cultural dislocation. Her experiences encapsulate a

journey that is both unique to her Aboriginal heritage and universally

relatable, illustrating themes of belonging and resilience.

1. Aileen’s struggle with her Aboriginal identity began early, as she faced

discrimination from peers in her isolated community of Roleystone, which

led her to deny her heritage, opting instead to identify as Hawaiian. This

defensiveness stemmed from childhood bullying and the pervasive

misunderstanding of Aboriginal peoples’ historical struggles.

2. Growing up, Aileen's home life was deeply affected by her mother's

alcoholism, a reality shaped by her being part of the Stolen Generations. Her

mother, taken away from her family during her childhood, navigated her

trauma while raising Aileen and her siblings. Despite the hardships, Aileen

recalls moments of cultural connection and education imparted by her

mother, particularly learning about bush survival and traditional practices.

3. The impact of her mother’s past was palpable in Aileen’s upbringing.

Surrounded by a broken familial structure, the emotional toll of frequent

relocations and visits to different schools left a lasting mark on her. A
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particularly traumatic episode occurred at the age of eight, when Aileen and

her sisters were taken from their home by authorities due to their mother’s

worsening condition. 

4. During their time in Bridgewater home, Aileen experienced both the

stability of care and the anxiety of living in institutional settings. While there

were moments of joy, such as reconnecting with cousins, there was a

persistent undercurrent of fear regarding safety and well-being.

5. A significant shift occurred when Aileen’s family moved from Roleystone

to Newman, a mining town that embraced her Aboriginal heritage in a way

that was more affirming than her previous environment. Here, she began to

reconcile her identity as a fair-skinned Aboriginal girl and found community

support that allowed her to embrace her cultural roots more fully.

6. Throughout her adolescence, Aileen grappled with the conflicting

sentiments surrounding her identity. High school experiences accentuated

this; while derogatory terms were sometimes used by peers, they also

offered a recognition of her Aboriginal identity that had been missing in

earlier years.

7. A turning point arrived at sixteen when Aileen decided to leave home. Her

journey to live with her Aunty Maureen and cousins provided a sense of

familial support and belonging that had often been elusive in her earlier
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years. This shift marked a significant moment in her quest for identity and

stability, allowing her to engage with her heritage on her own terms.

8. Ultimately, Aileen reflects on the broader implications of the Stolen

Generations, recognizing how both personal trauma and collective historical

wounds intertwine in the lives of Aboriginal families. She stresses the

enduring effects of dislocation and loss of familial bonds, which manifests in

feelings of unlovability and confusion during her formative years.

In recounting her experiences, Aileen Walsh articulates a narrative rich in

cultural significance, illuminating the complexities of growing up

Aboriginal in Australia. Her story serves as a powerful testament to

resilience, identity reclamation, and the importance of family and cultural

heritage in navigating a tumultuous childhood.
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Chapter 45: Shahni Wellington Life lessons, or something
like them

Shahni Wellington, a proud Jerrinja woman, recounts her journey through

 life as an Aboriginal person in her narrative, reflecting on her identity,

community, and the lessons she has learned along the way. At 23 years old,

she shares insights from her significant experiences, aiming to connect with

others and provide guidance.

1. Put Your Identity First: Shahni emphasizes the importance of

 prioritizing one's cultural identity amidst external influences and societal

pressures. Despite growing up in a changed environment, moving away from

traditional practices, she stresses that if one feels connected to their identity,

the path back to understanding their heritage can be found. Her experiences

in school, especially within the Aboriginal Room and with the support of

Aboriginal education workers, helped her reconnect with her culture. After a

brief stint at a prestigious all-girls school, Shahni realized that academic

success should not come at the cost of cultural disconnection. Returning to

her previous school allowed her to thrive in an environment where she felt
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Chapter 46 Summary: Alexis West It’s too hot

In a sweltering heat that feels unbearable, Alexis West vividly describes her

 experience as a single mother navigating a shopping center with her two

sweaty sons clinging to her. The oppressive heat warps her perception and

fills her with a sense of paranoia, amplifying her awareness of how others

perceive her as a black mother with unruly children. The anticipation of

entering the cool store offers a brief respite from the sweltering temperatures

outside, yet she is acutely aware of the judgmental stares from passersby,

heightening her discomfort.

As they finally cross the threshold into the air-conditioned space, the relief is

palpable, synonymous with bliss. Their destination is to indulge in ice

cream, for which Alexis nervously counts her spare coins to ensure there is

enough for both children. However, as they stand in line, her youngest son

notices a man seated on the floor who appears to be in distress. Initial anger

at her child’s actions subsides as they empathize with the man, who

seemingly struggles with physical and possibly mental health issues.

The interaction draws attention, transforming the hurried shoppers into a

temporary audience. Alexis offers her assistance, seeking basic care for the

man. Despite the glare of the blonde attendant who seems bothered by the

disruption, a moment of compassion surfaces, as Alexis successfully

requests water for the man. This simple act triggers a more profound
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moment of unity between herself, her sons, and the man in need. 

As Alexis's eldest son further demonstrates kindness by buying an ice cream

for the man, they share a quiet moment of connection amid the indifference

of others. What begins as a hot, tumultuous outing evolves into an

experience of shared humanity, even if fleeting, before the security guard

arrives to disperse the gathering.  Through this narrative, Alexis conveys

themes of maternal instincts, social prejudice, and the innate kindness that

can emerge in the simplest moments of recognition and compassion.
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Chapter 47 Summary: Alison Whittaker Aboriginemo

In this evocative chapter from "Growing Up Aboriginal in Australia" by

 Alison Whittaker, the author captures the complexities of identity,

connection, and cultural expression among Aboriginal youth within the

context of rural Australian life. The narrative unfolds through Alison's

ongoing reflections on a formative relationship and the vibrant yet

challenging landscape of belonging and self-discovery, epitomized by a

particular subculture termed "Aboriginemo."

1. The author recalls an intimate moment of hesitation during the NAIDOC

celebrations, juxtaposing her personal anxiety with the vibrant community

around her. Despite the festival's lively atmosphere, she finds herself

grappling with her identity and feelings for her first girlfriend, which leads

to a profound realization about her connection to her culture and community.

This complexity is enhanced by the oppressive weight of societal

expectations and personal fears, prompting her to reflect on the significance

of shared experiences.

2. Initially unaware of her girlfriend's Aboriginal identity, Alison reflects on

the shared nuances of their online interactions—connecting through

aesthetics that seemed predominantly white until they discovered their

mutual cultural heritage. They bond over their identity as bisexual

Aboriginal girls, navigating between familial expectations and personal
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desires. This connection helps Alison see herself reflected in someone else,

solidifying the importance of representation and self-acceptance.

3. The narrative illustrates how Aboriginemo became a powerful expression

of community, transcending traditional emo subculture by rooting itself

deeply in Aboriginal culture. Rather than becoming insular like their eastern

counterparts, the Aboriginemo community embraced its roots, forming a

network that fostered creativity, collaboration, and a rich cultural tapestry.

This occurred against the backdrop of rural challenges, highlighting the

resourcefulness of those with limited access to technology and the internet.

4. The author expresses a keen awareness of the social pressures impacting

young Aboriginal individuals, particularly with regard to sexuality and

identity. While mainstream emo culture often romanticizes sadness and

isolation, Aboriginemo counters this narrative by cultivating emotional

literacy and resilience. Moments of tenderness and heartfelt connection serve

to challenge the predominant narratives surrounding Aboriginal youth,

offering a counter-narrative filled with warmth, humor, and shared

understanding.

5. As the chapter progresses, the dynamics of Aboriginemo evolve,

illustrating the complexity of growing apart as individuals while remaining

interconnected through shared history and cultural ties. During gatherings,

members experiment with their creativity through music and performance,
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often veering into parody as they explore their identity in the context of both

Aboriginal culture and contemporary youth culture.

6. The climax captures a humorous, visceral moment at a local gig, where

Alison engages in an unscripted performance that embodies the chaos,

humor, and earnestness of their youth. This event serves as a turning point,

leading to the dissolution of the tightly-knit Aboriginemo community,

metaphorically represented by Alison cutting her hair and adopting a new

look. Yet, despite the unravelling of the community, the connections

remain—a testament to the complex interplay of personal and collective

identity.

7. The chapter concludes with a poignant reflection on the messy, beautiful

intertwining of their lives and experiences as Aboriginal youth. The story

encapsulates the bittersweet essence of growing up, where shared laughter,

inside jokes, and fleeting moments of vulnerability create a rich tapestry of

memory that, although tinged with sadness at times, ultimately celebrates the

strength found in community, identity, and resilience. 

Through rich imagery and candid introspection, Whittaker's narrative invites

readers to engage with the many layers of identity and connection within

Aboriginal culture, offering both a personal and universal exploration of

what it means to belong.
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Chapter 48: John Williams-Mozley Split affinity

In Chapter 48 of "Growing Up Aboriginal in Australia," John

 Williams-Mozley recounts his life story as an Aboriginal man who was

adopted at a young age and later sought to reconnect with his cultural roots.

He begins by reflecting on the policies of assimilation that led to him being

removed from his mother, who was a ward of the state due to her young age

and difficult circumstances. His mother was taken from Alice Springs to live

at the Mulgoa mission and worked in domestic service for much of her life.

After being adopted by a non-Aboriginal couple, John struggled with

identity and belonging, feeling the weight of his different racial background

compared to his adoptive family.

1. Family Dynamics and Identity: John reveals that he was born to a

 mother who fought through challenging times, only to be separated from

him permanently when he was adopted. His longing to discover his roots is

evident when he eventually found his biological family in his twenties, only

to lose his mother too soon to a health condition. The discovery of his

Aboriginal heritage, particularly through the Western Arrernte community,
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Chapter 49 Summary: Tara June Winch First, second,
third, fourth

In this poignant reflection by Tara June Winch, the narrative traverses

 through memories and experiences that underscore the complexity of

identity and belonging within the Aboriginal community. 

First, the opening gaze is towards the dance, a symbol of ancestral

connection and cultural heritage. Winch shares a vivid recollection of her

cousin, a dancer whose movements seem to resurrect a dance long forgotten

by their family. Despite their disconnection from the traditional practices,

Winch expresses a profound curiosity about the origins of this dance. She

wonders if her cousin's inspiration came from dreams, whispers of ancestors,

or self-discovery through modern interpretations. This enchanting moment

encapsulates a longing for cultural knowledge that was lost over time.

Second, as she shifts focus downwards, Winch paints a detailed bird’s-eye

view of her childhood street, encapsulating the lively yet tumultuous

atmosphere of her upbringing. The imagery is rich: fluorescent bike shorts,

familiar houses with their unique characters, and the surrounding chaos of

neighborhood life. Through this lens, she reveals the stark contrast between

her reality and the historical narratives taught in schools, where

representations of Indigenous peoples do not reflect her family's lived

experiences. Winch's reflections expose the fractures in her identity; she
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grapples with feeling less Indigenous due to her lighter skin, while

simultaneously feeling a deep, intrinsic pride in her heritage. This sense of

belonging, complicated and multifaceted, is beautifully articulated through

her recollections of the local Aboriginal Medical Centre, where community

and culture intersected.

Third, beyond the immediate landscape of her street lies the possibility of

confluence—where different rivers meet, symbolizing her aspirations and

the crossroads of her journey. At seventeen, with a desire to explore the

world, Winch embraces risk and uncertainty as part of growth. She

acknowledges her simultaneous sense of belonging and estrangement,

recognizing the freedom that comes with moving away from home. This

section significantly highlights the transformative power of travel, where she

begins to carve out her identity and connection to her Aboriginal roots,

envisioning a new dance that merges past and present.

Finally, the narrative closes with a forward-looking perspective,

emphasizing the cycle of heritage and the continuity of identity across

generations. Winch shares a moment with her mother and daughter while

watching an Aboriginal singer perform on the Eurovision stage, symbolizing

a bridge between past and future. Here, the author believes that her daughter,

inheriting their cultural legacy, will forge her own understanding and

interpretation of their collective identity. This closing thought captures an

essence of hope and the ongoing journey to revive and redefine cultural
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stories, ensuring that the dance and its significance persist. 

The chapter is a powerful exploration of memory, identity, and resilience,

reflecting the complexities of growing up Aboriginal in contemporary

Australia while seeking to reclaim and celebrate a rich cultural heritage.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The transformative power of travel and exploration in

shaping identity.

Critical Interpretation: As you navigate through your own life, let the

notion of travel and exploration resonate deeply within you. Think of

how stepping outside your comfort zone can paint your identity with

the vibrant colors of new experiences and perspectives. Like Tara June

Winch, who ventured beyond her familiar landscape, embrace the

uncertainty that comes with exploring the world. By witnessing

diverse cultures and histories, you are not just expanding your

horizons; you might also discover elements of your own identity that

had lain dormant. Each journey has the potential to weave new threads

into the fabric of who you are, helping you to reclaim and redefine

your roots. Recognize that identity is not a fixed point but a dynamic

dance — one that thrives on movement, curiosity, and the courage to

forge connections across generations and communities. Embracing

this approach can inspire you to create your own unique dance,

merging the past with the present and illuminating the path for those

who come after you.
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Chapter 50 Summary: Tamika Worrell The Aboriginal
equation

In "Growing Up Aboriginal in Australia," Tamika Worrell shares her

 personal experience as an Aboriginal woman, confronting the stereotypes

and misconceptions surrounding her identity. She highlights a series of

common yet deeply problematic questions and comments she frequently

encounters, such as inquiries about her Aboriginal heritage, her perceived

performance as an Aboriginal person, and assumptions about her life

challenges.

1. Identity Beyond Appearance: Worrell emphasizes that her Aboriginal

 identity cannot be quantified by a percentage or reduced to her skin color.

She advocates for a broader understanding of Aboriginal identity, which

encompasses a rich culture and deep connection to land. The notion that

one's appearance dictates their cultural authenticity is a misconception that

she continually battles.

2. The Burden of Representation: She feels the weight of needing to

 defend her identity, particularly in educational settings where

misconceptions about Aboriginal people are prevalent. Worrell's high school

experience was marked by an internal struggle with her identity, stemming

from being subjected to a "deficit model" perception of Aboriginal students.

This drives her desire to become a secondary teacher, ensuring that
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Indigenous voices are represented accurately in education.

3. Personal and Historical Trauma: Worrell reflects on her family's

 history, particularly her mother's experience with the Stolen Generations.

She narrates how she grew up surrounded by the pain and trauma resulting

from government policies, which severed familial ties. Understanding these

historical injustices has been a vital part of her journey toward healing and

empowerment.

4. Navigating Two Worlds: She details her university experience, where

 she finds a sense of belonging among her peers while also facing the stark

reality of being one of the few Indigenous students. This dual existence

makes her acutely aware of the ignorance surrounding Indigenous histories

and cultures, particularly among future educators.

5. Privilege and Vulnerability: Worrell acknowledges the complexities of

 her identity as a fair-skinned Aboriginal woman. She recognizes that her

privilege can sometimes shield her from the harsher realities faced by

darker-skinned Aboriginal people. However, this privilege also comes with

the challenge of navigating cultural expectations and the vulnerability of

sharing her identity while confronting casual racism.

6. Resilience and Advocacy: The constant questioning of her identity has

 led Worrell to develop a thick skin, yet she remains passionate about
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educating others. Her anger, often labeled as confrontational, is rooted in the

daily microaggressions she faces regarding her heritage. She approaches her

identity as a continuous journey of learning and growth, holding on to hope

for a future that is less ignorant and more accepting.

Worrell concludes with a commitment to remain an advocate for her culture,

dispelling myths and educating those who are willing to listen. Her narrative

illustrates the complexities of Aboriginal identity and the ongoing struggle

for understanding and recognition in a society often marred by prejudices.

Key Themes Description

Identity
Beyond
Appearance

Worrell argues that Aboriginal identity is not defined by skin color or
percentage, emphasizing its cultural richness and connection to land.

The Burden of
Representation

She feels pressured to defend her identity, especially in education,
and aims to accurately represent Indigenous voices as a future
teacher.

Personal and
Historical
Trauma

Reflects on her mother's experiences with the Stolen Generations,
highlighting the generational trauma and the impact of government
policies on families.

Navigating Two
Worlds

Describes her university life, where she seeks belonging while
confronting ignorance about Indigenous cultures among peers.

Privilege and
Vulnerability

Recognizes her privilege as a fair-skinned Aboriginal woman, which
offers some protections, but also presents challenges regarding
cultural expectations.

Resilience and
Advocacy

Despite facing microaggressions, Worrell is determined to educate
others and foster understanding about Aboriginal culture.
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Key Themes Description

Conclusion
Worrell commits to advocating for her culture and challenging
misconceptions, emphasizing the complexities of Aboriginal identity
and the need for societal acceptance.
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