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Hidden Summary

Secrets unravel as danger lurksin the shadows.

Written by Books OneHub

More Free Book %\


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb

About the book

In "Hidden," James Patterson weaves an electrifying narrative that explores
the dark underbelly of aworld where secrets are currency and trust is a
luxury few can afford. As the protagonists delve into aweb of corruption
and danger, they are forced to confront their own hidden truths while racing
against time to unveil asinister conspiracy that threatens not only their lives
but the very fabric of society. With relentless pacing and heart-stopping
twists, Patterson invites readersinto a gripping tale that illuminates the
shadows lurking in the everyday—a masterclass in suspense that begs the

guestion: how far would you go to uncover the truth?
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About the author

James Patterson is a renowned American author best known for his prolific
career in the thriller and suspense genres, with over 300 million books sold
worldwide, making him one of the most successful writers of all time. Born
on March 22, 1947, in Newburgh, New Y ork, Patterson initially pursued a
career in advertising, but his passion for storytelling led him to write novels
that captivate readers with their intricate plots and relatable characters.
Notable for his ability to craft fast-paced narratives that often feature strong
twists, Patterson has pioneered a new approach to storytelling by
collaborating with co-authors, enabling him to produce multiple bestsellers
each year. His works have been adapted into various films and television
series, further solidifying his status as a cultural icon in contemporary

literature.
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Chapter 1 Summary:

In the opening chapter of "Hidden" by James Patterson, we meet Mitchum,
who spends his early mornings folding newspapers for delivery while his
dog, Bart Simpson, stays cozy in the backseat. Mitchum's routine is devoid
of excitement, marked by his interactions with Nick, ataciturn delivery
driver who barely acknowledges him. As Mitchum goes about hisjob, he
encounters Albany Al, a homeless man, who lightens the mood with humor,
though he quickly reveals his ulterior motive of seeking out atreat from the
local baker. Their exchange highlights Mitchum's kindness and establishes a

sense of community.

As the chapter unfolds, we learn about Mitchum's past as he reflects on his
time in the Navy, despite never being a SEAL. Histhoughts hint at deeper
themes of resilience and camaraderie. The arrival of the biting cold prompts
him to offer Al his extra coat, revealing his considerate nature. The
connection between Mitchum and Al paints a poignant picture of mutual

respect and humanity.

In Chapter Two, the tone shifts dramatically when Mitchum headsto Tina's
Plentiful diner, hisfavorite spot. The familiar setting, characterized by its
vintage decor and comforting food, represents a sanctuary for Mitchum.
Here, he interacts playfully with Mabel, the friendly waitress, who brings a
bit of lighthearted banter into Mitchum’slife. Their conversation hints at
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Mitchum’ s reluctance to pursue new romantic prospects, reflecting his past

struggles and desire to protect those he caresfor.

However, the atmosphere changes when Mitchum’ s cousin, Alice, bursts
into the diner with alarming news: Bailey Mae, Mitchum’ s cousin, has gone
missing. This unexpected twist leaves the reader with a chilling sense of
urgency and concern. The sudden tension contrasts sharply with the earlier
warmth of the diner, signaling a shift from ordinary life to atroubling
mystery that will undoubtedly propel the story forward. The chapter closes
with a sense of foreboding, pulling readers into the unfolding drama and the

urgency of the search for Bailey Mae.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Acts of kindness can foster community connections.
Critical Interpretation: Asyou navigate through your daily routine,
remember that small acts of kindness can have a profound impact on
your surroundings. Just like Mitchum, who took the time to offer his
coat to Albany Al, you too can create ripples of goodwill in your
community. Each gesture, no matter how minor it seems, can lead to
deeper connections with those you encounter. By extending a helping
hand or simply showing compassion, you not only uplift others but
also enrich your own life. Embrace the power of kindness, for it has
the potential to transform both your world and the lives of those

around you.
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Chapter 2 Summary:

In Chapter 2 of "Hidden," we find Mitchum wrapping up his day and
heading to his favorite local diner, Tinas Plentiful. Nestled in afaded strip
mall, the diner is a comfort hub for Mitchum, who treasuresiit for its
delicious Reubens and friendly atmosphere. He enjoys joking with the
cheerful waitress, Mabel, who offers him an easy camaraderie. Their playful
banter hints at Mitchum's reluctance to start anything serious, especially

with younger women like Mabel.

The peaceful morning takes a sudden turn when Mitchum's cousin Alice
bursts into the diner, visibly distressed, and reveals that her
fourteen-year-old daughter, Bailey Mae, is missing. The news chillsthe air
and pulls Mitchum immediately into a protective mode as he reassures Alice
and begins searching for Bailey Mae. Their first stop isto check out the
usual spots where Bailey Mae might be, but it quickly becomes apparent that

she hasn't been seen anywhere she typically frequents.

Asthey walk through town, the community involvement emerges,
showcasing Mitchum's unofficial role asthe local investigator. He speaks
with residents, including Mrs. Hoffman, who express their gratitude for
Mitchum’s previous help with local troubles. Mitchum later meets up with
his old friend Timmy from the sheriff's office, who confirms that he and the

police are aware of the situation but emphasi ze that teenage disappearances
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aren't uncommon.

Despite Timmy's professional view that Bailey Mae could just be

wandering, Mitchum knows her well and pushes for a more vigorous search,
insisting she wouldn't just disappear without reason. The chapter paints a
tense picture of Mitchum as a caring relative and emerging leader within the
community, setting the stage for real concerns about Bailey Mag' s safety and
deepening tensions surrounding family and responsibility. The theme of
community welfare, familial bonds, and the emerging crisis echo throughout
the narrative, drawing the reader into a suspenseful atmosphere where every

moment matters.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of community involvement in times of
Crisis

Critical Interpretation: In your life, just as Mitchum steps up to gather
the community when faced with acrisis, you are reminded of the
power of collective effort. When challenges arise, do not
underestimate the strength you can find in unity. Whether it's your
family, friends, or neighbors, rallying together during tough times can
amplify your ability to respond effectively. Embrace your role as an
active participant in your community, and foster connections that

empower you and those around you to face adversities together.
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Chapter 3:

In Chapter 3 of "Hidden," the tension mounts as the protagonist searches for
his favorite cousin, Bailey Mag, who hasn't returned home. With her
mother, Alice, anxious and losing hope, they visit places Bailey Mae
typically frequents, including her school and alocal arcade. The protagonist
is known as the unofficial investigator in their tight-knit community, which
allows him to gather information without raising alarms. When he contacts
Timmy, achildhood friend now with the sheriff's office, they discuss Bailey
Mae's typical behavior of leaving home when frustrated. Timmy is reluctant
to initiate a police search right away, noting that teens often linger out late.
However, after emphasizing Bailey Mag's commendable character, Timmy
agrees to mobilize local search efforts, suggesting that the family get

involved since they outnumber [aw enforcement in the area.

As Chapter 4 unfolds, the protagonist rounds up more family members,

revealing their shared concern for Bailey Mage, who is seen as the family's
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Chapter 4 Summary:

In Chapter 4 of "Hidden" by James Patterson, the narrator expresses deep
concern for hisfavorite cousin, Bailey Mae, who has gone missing.
Gathering family members to search for her reveals a general anxiety among
them, even from Todd, who usually only cares about himself. The narrator
guestions Alice, trying to piece together Bailey Mae' s last days. He learns
that Bailey Mae has been spending time with Nathaniel, known as Natty, the
narrator’ s brother, with his concerns heightened because of Natty’s troubled
past as adrug dealer. Alice insists that Natty did histime and that heis still
family, but the narrator does not share her views, creating tension around the

perception of family loyalty versus moral judgment.

In Chapter 5, the narrator leaves Alice behind and drives to Newburgh,
where he expectsto find Natty. The dive bar where Natty conducts his
business serves as a gritty backdrop, filled with smoke and dim decor. After
gpotting Natty’ s flashy car, the narrator enters the bar, immediately striking
tension with the intimidating bartender. When Natty sees the narrator, heis
quick to defend himself, demonstrating a strange bond despite their
differences. The narrator confronts Natty about Bailey Mae' s whereabouts,
accusing him of being abad influence. Natty insists he cares for Bailey Mae

and wants nothing but the best for her, claiming their bond is innocent.

Astheir argument escalates, it leads to a physical confrontation. The
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narrator, channeling his military training, gets into a scuffle with the

bartender and an aggressive patron but eventually calms down when Natty

asks him to. Natty’ s unexpected plea for peace and cooperation shows a

glimpse of vulnerability and arare willingness to help his brother, hinting at

the complexities of their familial relationship. The chapter sets the stage for

escalating troubles and the narrator's determination to protect Bailey Mae at

al costs, intertwining themes of family loyalty, the struggle against one's

past, and the protective instinct woven through their connections.

Chapter

Chapter
4

Chapter
5

More Free Book

Summary

The narrator is concerned about his missing cousin, Bailey Mae. Family
members band together to search for her, revealing tension and anxiety,
particularly regarding Natty, the narrator's brother with a troubled past. The
narrator questions Alice about Bailey Mae and learns of her ties to Natty,
causing conflict over family loyalty and moral judgments.

The narrator travels to Newburgh to confront Natty in a dive bar. After a
tense exchange with Natty and the bartender, the narrator accuses Natty of
being a bad influence on Bailey Mae. The confrontation escalates into a
physical fight, but Natty's plea for peace reveals vulnerabilities, highlighting
themes of family loyalty, protection, and the complexities of their
relationship.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The complexity of familial loyalty versus moral judgment
Critical Interpretation: Asyou navigate your own relationships,
remember that loyalty to family can be a double-edged sword. In
Chapter 4, the narrator struggles with his protective instincts towards
Bailey Mae while grappling with Natty's troubled past. This tension
serves as areminder that sometimes, love for family must be balanced
with amoral compass. In your life, consider how you can cultivate
compassion and understanding even when faced with difficult choices
about those you care about. Embracing both loyalty and critical
judgment can lead to healthier relationships and deeper connections,
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Chapter 5 Summary:

In Chapter 5 of "Hidden," we follow Mitchum as he confronts his brother
Natty at the State of Mind Tavern in Newburgh. Mitchum drives down,
leaving Alice behind, and reaches the dive bar where Natty conducts his
business. The atmosphere is thick with cigarette smoke and the lingering
scent of pizza, complementing the bar's unkempt charm. Mitchum notices
Natty's flashy sports car, asign of his brother's need to evade law

enforcement after previous seizures.

Their meeting escalates quickly. Mitchum accuses Natty of being involved
in the disappearance of their cousin Bailey Mage, who has recently gone
missing. A tense confrontation ensues when Mitchum's protective instincts
kick in, leading to a physical altercation involving the bartender and another
patron. Natty, surprisingly, remains calm and tries to defuse the situation,

revealing aside of him that Mitchum had never seen—awillingness to help.

As the chapter unfolds, the complex dynamic between the brothers becomes
evident. They share similar appearances yet lead vastly different lives.
Mitchum, equipped with Navy SEAL training, showcases his physical
prowess and protective nature, while Natty reflects the entanglements of a
life marked by drugs and rebellion. The theme of family loyalty comesto the
forefront as Mitchum struggles with his emotions regarding Natty's lifestyle

and the impact it may have on their family.
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As Mitchum exits the bar, the chapter |eaves readers curious about the next
steps in the search for Bailey Mae and how the brothers might navigate their
troubled relationship amidst the chaos.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The complexity of family relationships and loyalty

Critical Interpretation: In this chapter, the raw confrontation between
Mitchum and Natty highlights the intricate bonds of family, pushing
you to reflect on your own relationships. It inspires you to confront the
complex emotionstied to loyalty and protectiveness, urging you to
prioritize understanding and compassion in your connections with
loved ones. Even in the face of chaos or differing paths, recognizing
the potential for support and reconciliation can empower you to

navigate your own familial dynamics with depth and grace.
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Chapter 6:

In Chapter 6 of "Hidden," the protagonist finds solace in afamiliar setting,
Tina s Plentiful diner, amidst a chaotic day filled with family tensions and a
Missing person investigation concerning his cousin’s daughter, Bailey Mae.
He battles his thoughts, which include contemplating extreme measures
regarding family disputes. Thankfully, amoment of patienceis rewarded
with a comforting tuna melt, asimple yet vital meal to sustain him for the
long day ahead.

As he settlesin, alocal elderly woman, Lois Moscowitz, unexpectedly
approaches him, asking for his help. Overwhelmed by her need, he agreesto
assist her with amore personal problem: her husband is missing. Despite his
pressing personal issues, the protagonist feels compelled to take on her case,
solidifying his role as the town's unofficial private investigator. The scene
transitions to a private cemetery where L ois seeks closure at her husband

Herman's gravestone. The encounter shiftsin tone as Lois transforms from a
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Chapter 7 Summary:

In Chapter 7 of "Hidden" by James Patterson, tension escalates as the
protagonist, Mitchum, receives unsettling news from his friend Timmy
Jones, alaw enforcement officer. Just as Mitchum thinks he might find some
relief from the stress of searching for the missing Bailey Mae, Timmy pulls
up with grave information: an elderly couple, Bob and Francine Wilks, have
been found murdered in their home. Overwhelmed by shock, Mitchum is
unable to grasp the bizarre reality that people he sees daily have been killed.
This revelation fuels his anxiety, and despite his desire to avoid dealing with
heavy emotions—stemming from his own past and family issues—he

chooses to follow Timmy to the crime scene.

Asthey drive through their small town, Mitchum's mind races with disbelief
that such violence could occur in their quiet community. His experience in
the Navy, where he encountered crime scenes, gives him a unigue
perspective asthey arrive. Despite afew skeptical looks from fellow
officers, Timmy manages to usher Mitchum past the crime scene tape. The
details of the Wilks deaths are chilling; they are found neatly slain on their

couch, highlighting the eerie professionalism of the crime.

Mitchum's focus shifts as he notices something significant in the kitchen—a
freshly made coffee cake that he recognizes as one of Bailey Mag's. This

discovery not only suggests she had been at the Wilks home recently but
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also deepens Mitchum's worry about her safety. The chapter effectively
balances the unfolding mystery with Mitchum's inner turmoail, illustrating
key themes of emotional avoidance, the fragility of peace in small-town life,
and the urgent quest for truth amid uncertainty. The stage is set for further
investigation as Mitchum grapples with the stark reality of the murders and
their potential ties to Bailey Mage' s disappearance.
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Chapter 8 Summary:

In Chapter 8 of "Hidden," we find ourselves in Marlboro, atown grappling
with the unexpected gruesomeness of a double homicide. The protagonist,
Mitchum, follows his friend Timmy to the crime scene, anxious to uncover
the details surrounding the unsettling event. With his background in the
Navy and training in forensic science, Mitchum feels uniquely equipped to
assist, aware of the local cops' reluctance to call for help from the state
police. The sceneis grim: the bodies of an elderly couple, the Wilkses, are
discovered slumped together on their couch, single gunshot wounds to their
heads. This neat execution raises unsettling questions for Mitchum about

what could lead to such brutality in their quiet town.

As he navigates the crime scene, Mitchum’ s attention is drawn to a delicious
coffee cake on the kitchen counter, confirming that Bailey Mae, alocal who
has recently gone missing, was likely at the Wilkses' home before the
tragedy struck. This realization deepens his concern for Bailey Mag's

whereabouts, suggesting a connection that he is determined to unravel.

In Chapter 9, the narrative shifts to the aftermath of the murders as Mitchum
spends a long night at the Wilkses house, assisting the sheriff’s officein
documenting evidence. His thoughts are consumed with figuring out Bailey
Mae's disappearance amidst the shocking violence. The next day, he resumes

his routine of delivering newspapers, a semblance of normality amid the
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chaos—marking the eerie contrast between his quiet town and the recent

horrors it has faced.

During a stop at a nearly empty diner, Mabel, awalitress, expresses her
anxiety about strange visitors who’ ve been frequenting the establishment,
coinciding with the unsettling incidents. This adds another layer of intrigue
and potential danger as she reveals that she’ s seen the same trio of
suspicious figures—two men and a woman—multiple times. Mitchum,
protective and cautious, urges Mabel to be careful and avoid risky behavior

as they try to piece together the mystery of the strange newcomers.

Together, these chapters explore themes of violence invading peace, the
bonds of community in crisis, and the determination to uncover the truth,
revealing how quickly darkness can disrupt the quiet lives of Marlboro's
residents. Mitchum's journey to protect histown and find Bailey Mae
propels the narrative forward, highlighting his resilience and commitment to

seeking justice in aworld turned upside down.

Chapter Summary

Mitchum arrives at the scene of a double homicide in Marlboro, where two
elderly residents, the Wilkses, have been found dead. His background in the
Chapter Navy and forensic science sparks his desire to assist the local police,
8 despite their reluctance for outside help. He discovers a coffee cake,
indicating that a missing local woman, Bailey Mae, was at the Wilkses' home
before the murders, raising concerns about her safety.

Chapter Mitchum spends the night at the Wilkses' documenting evidence while
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Chapter Summary

grappling with Bailey Mae's disappearance. The next day he resumes his
newspaper delivery, maintaining a sense of normalcy amidst chaos. At a

9 diner, waitress Mabel shares her fears about suspicious visitors linked to the
recent violence. Mitchum advises her to stay vigilant as they try to uncover
the identities and intentions of these newcomers, integrating themes of
community, resilience, and the quest for justice.
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Chapter 9:

In Chapter 9 of "Hidden" by James Patterson, a tense atmosphere looms over
Marlboro following the tragic shooting of the Wilks family and the
mysterious disappearance of Bailey Mae. The protagonist, deeply troubled,
spends late hours at the crime scene, trying to piece together the connection
between these events. The next morning, the ominous sleet storm mirrors his
mood as he carries on with his paper delivery, aroutine that has become a

semblance of normalcy amidst the chaos.

During his rounds, he encounters Nick, the usually quiet teamster, who
surprisingly offers his support regarding Bailey Mae. This small exchange
underlines the communal concern in their once-peaceful town, now shaken
by violence. The protagonist finds it painful to pass the Wilks house, still
marked by police tape, a stark reminder of the recent tragedy.

Stopping at a nearly empty diner, he meets Mabel, who serves him
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Chapter 10 Summary:

In Chapter 10 of "Hidden," the story follows Mitchum as he tirelessly
searches for his missing cousin, Bailey Mae. His quest takes him through
Marlboro and eventually to the larger and more dangerous city of Newburgh.
Despite the efforts of hisfamily to spread the word—hanging flyers and
talking to locals—Mitchum encounters many dead ends. He shows a photo
of three strangers from a diner to various people, but nobody recognizes

them.

When Mitchum talks to the Newburgh police, he's met with mixed
reactions. The officers know him partly due to his reputation as the brother
of alocal drug dealer, but his status as a veteran lends him some respect.
Despite this, he feels the weight of his brother’s choicesin how people
perceive him. During one interaction, a patrolman named Tharpe dismisses
him with ajab about his past as a Navy SEAL dropout, reminding Mitchum

of his personal insecurities regarding histimein the military.

As Mitchum makes hisway back, he runs into his brother, Natty. Their
conversation sheds light on Natty's change in attitude—he promises to help
look for Bailey Mae. Despite their complicated relationship, Mitchum feels a
glimmer of hope that maybe Natty has turned a corner. The urgency of
Bailey Mae's situation, however, weighs heavily on Mitchum, especially

knowing she had connections with the Wilkses, who were recently
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murdered.

Upon returning to Marlboro, the sight of his cousin Todd knocking on doors
brings a stark reminder of how beloved Bailey Mae isin their community.
Mitchum's thoughts reiterate his belief: "Everyone loves Bailey Mae,"
emphasizing the stakes of her disappearance and the bond of the town

around her.

The chapter paints a picture of desperation, community, and familial bonds
as Mitchum grapples with not only the external chaos of his search but also
hisinternal struggles with identity and past failures. The narrative
intertwines themes of loyalty, regret, and the relentless pursuit of answers,

illustrating the lengths one goes to for family.
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Chapter 11 Summary:

In Chapter 11 of "Hidden," we find our protagonist, Mitchum, at adiner late
at night, hoping for caffeine and a snack before diving back into his
important case. He is soon approached by Walter, a frantic townsman, who
reveals hiswife is missing, allegedly off with a personal trainer. Walter
offers Mitchum a tempting fee, but he declines, feeling the weight of his

current case and his own limits.

Mabel, the waitress, sits with Mitchum, breaking her usual routine and
sharing her recent accomplishments—working hard for college and
completing her GED. Their conversation reveals atender connection, where
Mabel confides about the struggles of life and dreams, prompting Mitchum
to reflect on his own past ambitions of being a Navy SEAL, adream
ultimately dashed by hisinability to swim. Sharing this vulnerability
lightens the mood, bringing laughter and warmth between them, highlighting

atheme of resilience and the search for meaning in life despite setbacks.

After their heartfelt exchange, Mitchum drives Mabel back to her trailer and
heads home, weary but comforted by their interaction. However, his arrival
at home reveals unsettling signs. The lights he always leaves on are off,
raising alarm bells. He enters cautioudly, clutching aknife for protection,
only to discover minor disturbances indicating someone has searched his

house. Despite feeling a sense of invasion, he secures a hidden firearm and
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lies down, exhausted but alert.

In Chapter 12, Mitchum wakes to the sound of Led Zeppelin playing and
sets off on his morning routine, delivering papers. He heads to the diner,
expecting to see Mabel, but finds Tina, the manager, instead. She informs
him that Mabel hasn’t shown up and isn’'t answering her phone, leaving
Mitchum concerned as he realizes something may be wrong. The chapter
closes with afeeling of foreboding, as Mitchum's instinct to protect those
around him kicksin, igniting a sense of urgency in his search for Mabel
amidst the mysteries and dangers lurking in their small town. The themes of
companionship, the unexpected challenges of life, and the ever-present
shadows of danger are woven seamlessly throughout these chapters, creating

an engaging narrative.
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Chapter 12

In Chapter 12 of "Hidden" by James Patterson, the protagonist, tired and on
edge, arrives home to find something amiss. His usual comforting kitchen
light is off, and instinctively, he feels awave of dread. As he enters his
dimly lit house, he clutches his Navy knife for protection. Initially settling
Bart, his dog, he senses that someone has been in his home — the magazines
are too neatly arranged, and his chaotic junk drawer has been disturbed. This
hints at a thorough search, likely conducted by professionals. Despite the
unsettling changes, nothing major appears to be missing, leading him to

believe that he is being scrutinized for reasons beyond his understanding.

After arestless night, he wakes to the blaring sound of Led Zeppelin, and the
daily routine of delivering papers begins. His thoughts are interrupted by
concern for Mabel, awaitress who failed to show up for her shift. Usually
reliable, her absence breeds worry, especially with the strange happeningsin

town.
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Chapter 13 Summary:

In Chapter 13 of "Hidden," we find Mitchum driven by a sense of urgency
amidst the chaos unfolding in his town. Concerned about his friend Mabel,
who seemed fine the previous night, he decides to check on her. Her trailer,
adorned with personal touches hinting at her youth, stands out in the tidy
mobile home park. When he knocks and receives no answer, anxiety creeps
in, urging him to grab his weapon, but instead, he opts for his knife for

security.

Upon entering the trailer, he calls for Mabel but is met with silence. As he
ventures further into the home, dread builds inside him until he discovers
Mabel's lifeless body on the floor, an indication of a drug overdose—a
shocking revelation since he knew she wasn't into drugs. The scene strikes
him with a devastating blow, amplifying the chaos in his mind as he reflects

on the local drug issues, particularly as his brother isthe local dealer.

Mitchum's grief is palpable as he shiftsto Chapter 14. He feels lost and
shattered by Mabel's death, yet he understands he must push through his
pain. With Bailey Mae, another young woman who has recently gone
missing, weighing heavily on his mind, he realizes that the two events are
linked in away that he desperately needs to uncover. He heads to his
brother’ s home, hungry for answers, but finds it deserted. The absence of his

brother raises suspicions and frustration as Mitchum begins to suspect he
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might be avoiding him.

Determined not to let grief paralyze him, he re-engages in the search for
Bailey Mae. With renewed vigor, he asks around local businesses, showing a
photo of three suspicious-looking individuals Mabel had documented. His
inquiries lead him to a barber who recalls a recent customer resembling one
of the men, hinting at the interconnectedness of the events racing through

town.

Mitchum stops by a gas station where he recognizes a young worker
associated with his brother’ s drug dealings. Here, another breakthrough
occurs when the worker reveals that he had seen the three men in adark
SUV just the day before. Thisinformation propels Mitchum forward,
deepening his resolve to solve the mysteries surrounding both Mabel’ s death
and Bailey Mae' s disappearance. The tone is urgent and tense, reflecting
Mitchum's determination to find answers amidst the turmoil enveloping his

community.
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Chapter 14 Summary:

In Chapter 14 of "Hidden," the protagonist is reeling from the shock of
Mabel's death while desperately searching for his missing cousin, Bailey
Mae. Grief weighs heavily on him, but the urgency to find Bailey Mae
propels him forward. He senses a connection between Mabel’ s tragic demise
and Bailey Mae's disappearance, fueling his determination to uncover the

truth.

He heads to his brother's house, seeking answers, but finds it eerily empty.
With no time to waste, he channels his anger and concern into a frantic
search along Route 9, gathering information from local businesses. Through
his persistence, he learns from a barber who had seen one of the men from a
photo Mabel captured—a military-looking figure who got a crew cut just
three days ago. Thisleads him to a gas station, where a familiar face, a

stoner, reveals that he saw the same men in adark SUV the previous day.

In Chapter 15, the protagonist’s search continues as he visits diners and
hotels in Newburgh, where he faces indifference and frustration. However,
his determination remains unwavering. At the Red Letter Inn, the clerk is
uncooperative, prompting a desperate and aggressive response from the
protagonist as he physically confronts the man. This confrontation garners
crucia information: one of the men from the photo is staying in room 16 and

drives a suspicious Ford pickup.
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Through these chapters, themes of grief, desperation, and the relentless quest
for answers surface vividly. The protagonist’sinner turmoil and
determination highlight the urgency of his search, showcasing how personal

loss can ignite a fight against the darkness that has overtaken his small town.
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Chapter 15:

In Chapter 15 of "Hidden" by James Patterson, the protagonist finds himself
wandering through Newburgh, trying to locate his missing cousin, Bailey
Mae. The chapter begins with him visiting various diners, where he feelsa
mix of frustration and comfort. Although the diners are larger and more
anonymous compared to his own small town, he enjoys the slight sense of

being overlooked as he searches for clues.

After striking out at a couple of hotels, he arrives at the Red Letter Inn. The
clerk, a heavyset man engrossed in a TV game show, seems indifferent to
the protagonist’ s inquiries about Bailey. Their exchange is tense; the clerk
dismisses him curtly, insisting he's not interested in lost individuals. Pushed
to his limits, the protagonist resorts to violence, slamming the clerk's face
onto the counter after an attempt to communicate his urgency. This act
brings the man’ s attention to a photograph of three people the protagonist is

searching for, leading to a breakthrough—he learns that one of themisin
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Chapter 16 Summary:

In Chapter 16 of "Hidden" by James Patterson, the protagonist takes on a
more active role in their private investigation work. After ensuring that a
motel clerk will keep their inquiries confidential, they decide to conduct
surveillance on a suspicious pickup truck parked outside a specific motel
room. This marks a significant step for the character, as they normally
handle less dangerous cases, often focused on comforting those in distress

rather than dealing with potential threats.

Parking their beat-up station wagon at a nearby strip mall, the protagonist
waits for some action at the motel. Their excitement about being a
“legitimate” investigator is palpable, juxtaposed with their anxiety about the
seriousness of the situation. Asthey wait for over three hours without any

movement in or out of the motel, frustration startsto set in.

With the weather turning, snow beginning to fall, and time ticking away, the
protagonist decides to take a chance. They grab their pistol, a stark reminder
of the risk involved, and approach the motel. Noticing the unusual
snowplow attached to the pickup raises their suspicions further, as it appears
too fancy for the area’ s typical service equipment, making them wonder

about the occupant's intentions.

When they knock on the door of the room, it remains eerily silent,
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compounding the tension. The protagonist feels out of their depth, realizing
that this situation is unlike any they’ ve dealt with before. Ultimately, they
decide to retreat for the time being, vowing to return and confront the
individual at the inn later. This chapter highlights themes of courage and the
challenges that come with stepping out of one's comfort zone, al while

maintaining an atmosphere of suspense and uncertainty.

Key Element

Chapter Number

Protagonist's Role

Investigation Setting

Protagonist's Initial
Task

Emotional State

Duration of
Surveillance

Weather Conditions

Action Taken

Observations

Confrontation
Outcome

Themes

More Free Book

Description

16

Active involvement in private investigation work

Motel with a suspicious pickup truck

Conduct surveillance after securing confidentiality from motel
clerk

Excited yet anxious about seriousness of the investigation

Over three hours of waiting with no activity

Snow beginning to fall, raising tension

Approaches the motel with a pistol after becoming frustrated

Unusual snowplow on the pickup raises suspicions

Knocks on the door, but it remains silent; decides to retreat

Courage, stepping out of comfort zone, suspense, uncertainty
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Chapter 17 Summary:

In Chapter 17, the atmosphere is tense as snow begins to fall heavily,
blanketing the road and creating an eerie stillness around a deserted motel.
The protagonist, feeling the weight of time slipping away, is frustrated by
the lack of activity as he waits for something to happen. He notes the
well-built snowplow nearby, contemplating its purpose, which adds a layer
of intrigue to the scene. Despite the chilling air and the darkness of the
motel, he decides he can't wait any longer. He approaches the motel room
with his pistol tucked into his belt, ready to confront whoever might be
inside, but his efforts go unanswered. Realizing he hasto leave to fulfill

other obligations, he resolvesto return to the motel later for answers.

Chapter 18 takes adark turn as the protagonist's mundane paper delivery
routine is shattered by a car accident. The snowfall, which initially felt just
annoying, now sets the stage for chaos. As he drives, hismind is elsewhere,
preoccupied with personal tragedies—a friend’ s death and the troubling
disappearance of another. Suddenly, heis struck by a pickup truck equipped
with a snowplow, leading to a violent spinout. Disoriented but determined,
he escapes his wrecked vehicle only to confront a threatening figure
emerging from the truck, brandishing a gun. In afrantic attempt to evade
danger, he dives behind a snowbank, but he’s hit by two gunshots. The
chapter leaves readers on edge, heightening the sense of danger and urgency

as the protagonist must now navigate alife-threatening situation, adding a
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layer of suspense and emphasizing themes of vulnerability and survival.
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Chapter 18:

Chapter 18 begins on adreary morning, marked by unexpected snowfall.
The protagonist, who appears to be dealing with some heavy emotional
burdens, methodically goes about his newspaper delivery job. He reflects on
the recent death of Mabel and the ongoing search for Bailey Mae, indicating
astate of emotional detachment as he mechanically fulfills his
responsibilities. The snow continuesto fall, adding to the somber

atmosphere of the day.

As he drives his aging station wagon, his mind is el sewhere, consumed by
his troubles. Suddenly, he experiences aviolent collision with a Ford pickup
truck equipped with a snowplow. The impact sends him spinning out of
control, and he barely manages to escape his car after the crash, feeling
aches and the chaos of his scattered newspapers around him. When he comes
to his senses, he sees his potential assailant emerging from the pickup, but

it's the gun that grips his attention more forcefully.
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Chapter 19 Summary:

In Chapter 19 of "Hidden" by James Patterson, the protagonist, Mitchum,
finds himself in adire situation after being grazed by a bullet. Despite the
pain and bloodshed, his Navy training kicksin, helping him evaluate his
surroundings and assess his escape options while staying hidden behind a
tree near his disabled car. Tension escalates as he observes a gunman
searching for him. Just when it seems all hopeislost, Albany Al, an older
homeless man, unexpectedly appears, offering both assistance and a coat to

help Mitchum manage his blood |oss.

In asurprising turn, Al draws the attacker’ s attention by sprinting down the
path, prompting the gunman to chase after him. This creates a perfect
opportunity for Mitchum, who executes a stealthy attack, taking down the
assailant with atactical maneuver. The two engage in afierce hand-to-hand
combat, showcasing Mitchum's skills as he adjusts to the agility and
toughness of his opponent. Their struggle reveals the stakes are high;
Mitchum is fighting not just for his life but also for answers about the

mysterious threats surrounding him.

The combat escalates when the gunman pulls out a knife, leading Mitchum
to brandish his own. After a brutal exchange, Mitchum manages to stab the
man, fatally injuring him. In the aftermath, he feels a mixture of adrenaline

and regret, understanding the gravity of having taken another'slife, evenin
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self-defense. With no identification found on the man, Mitchum is left
wondering about the motives behind the attack and the larger conspiracy he

is unraveling concerning Bailey Mae and the Wilkses.

In Chapter 20, Mitchum finds himself on the cold ground, catching his
breath and reflecting on the recent fight. Al returns, confirming Mitchum's
assumption that he handled the situation well while also expressing concern
for Mitchum's bleeding injury. The chapter highlights Mitchum's desperate
need to find refuge and safety, leading him to his mother's house—a place

filled with fond memories and comfort from his childhood.

Upon his arrival, his mother immediately notices something is off. Mitchum
tries to downplay hisinjuries, but she insists on tending to his wounds,
revealing her nurturing and protective nature. Despite her probing questions
about the eventsthat led to hisinjuries, Mitchum is reluctant to reveal the

truth, fearing for her safety.

As she patches him up, Mitchum's apprehension grows when he hears the
sound of his brother Natty entering the house. The chapter leaves a curtain of
suspense hanging as the reader senses that Mitchum's life—and the quest to
uncover the truth—are far from over. Both the action and the emotional
connection to his family add depth to Mitchum’s character, illustrating

themes of survival, loyalty, and the struggle for understanding amid chaos.
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Chapter 20 Summary:

In Chapter 20 of "Hidden" by James Patterson, the protagonist finds himself
alone and wounded in a snowy landscape after an altercation that resulted in
adeath. With a body nearby and a bleeding scalp from abullet graze, he
momentarily leans against atree to collect himself. Enter Albany Al, who
inspects the situation and notes the man’ s survival instincts, acknowledging
the protagonist's dangerous actions while also expressing concern about his
injuries. Despite his current turmoil, the protagonist manages to return to the
safety of his mother's house, a place filled with memories and comfort from
childhood.

Upon arriving at his childhood home, the familiar warmth is abruptly
interrupted when his mother tends to his wounds, revealing her deep care
alongside a pragmatic understanding of their troubled neighborhood. The
mother-son dynamic reflects a strong, nurturing bond, as tensions rise and
the protagonist is reluctant to explain the chaosin hislife. Hisrefusal to
involve her in the darker elements of his recent experiences highlights his
protective instincts, illustrating a common theme of familial love amid

turmoil.

However, the tension escalates as his brother, Natty, arrives, complicating
the situation. The protagonist confronts Natty about potential illegal dealings

related to missing persons in town, which spirals into a heated argument. As
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accusations fly, old sibling rivalries resurface, and the confrontation leads to
aphysical fight that showcases their emotiona baggage and unresolved
issues. Their struggle is chaotic, wrecking their mother's living room, until
their mother re-enters, brandishing a skillet, an unexpected and humorous
intervention that shifts the tone back to afamilial topic, lightening the grim
atmosphere. This chapter captures the complexities of family relationships,
instincts for survival, and the deep root of love that often comes entwined

with conflict.
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Chapter 21.

In Chapter 21 of "Hidden," the tension between the narrator, Bobby, and his
brother, Natty, escalates dramatically. Bobby's mother attempts to unite
them to work on finding Bailey Mae, insisting that they complement each
other's strengths. However, Bobby confronts Natty about his shady business
practices, implying that he sellsto strangers, which Natty vehemently
denies. Anger bubbles over when Bobby accuses Natty of being involved in
the drug-related death of someone named Mabel, leading to a physical fight
that wreaks havoc in their mother’ s living room. Despite their mother's
shouts, the brothers destroy furniture in their brawl, reflecting a deeper

familial conflict and frustration.

Just as Bobby seems vulnerable after their struggle, their mother swingsin
with a heavy skillet, showing her fierce protective side. The unexpected
intervention brings a halt to their fight, demonstrating her authority in a

humorous yet serious way. Transitioning to Chapter 22, the atmosphere
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Chapter 22 Summary:

In Chapter 22 of "Hidden," the tension between brothers Robert (Bobby)
Mitchum and Natty reaches a turning point after Naity takes a spill. Bobby
helps Natty up and attends to him as their mother, clearly the matriarch of
the family, takes charge. She insists they need to put aside their
disagreements to find Bailey Mag, highlighting her strong maternal instincts
and the urgency of the situation. Bobby's humorous reflections on the
awkwardness of being treated like a child at their age add a light touch to the

scene.

As the conversation shifts to Natty’ s drug dealings, he reluctantly shares
information about the Clagetts, a couple who have been suspiciously
purchasing alot of medicinal pot. This revelation propels Bobby into action,
showing that he' s not just looking for answers but also willing to work with
his brother, despite their past conflicts. There’ s a poignant moment where
Bobby realizes Natty harbors feelings of resentment and struggles with his
identity as “the drug-dealing brother,” contrasting sharply with Bobby's
respected status in town. This exchange sparks a deeper understanding

between the two, pushing them reluctantly to cooperate.

In the next chapter, Bobby and Natty embark on atense mission to visit the
Clagetts, taking Natty's more reliable car. The atmosphere is thick with
unspoken words as they navigate their complicated relationship, but Bobby’s
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determination to find Bailey Mae drives him. Arriving at the remote cabins
owned by the Clagetts, the landscape feel s foreboding with snow and

abandoned structures, amplifying the sense of danger.

Bobby’ s decision to break into the cabin illustrates his growing desperation
and willingness to take risks for his mission. Natty’s protests reflect his
awareness of the potential consequences, revealing the complexity of his
character. When they find tracks in the snow leading up the hill, it fuels
Bobby’ s urgency, setting the stage for a potentially perilous chase. The
chapter's tension rides on themes of brotherhood, familial love, and the
struggles of identity, as each character grapples with their roles and the

choices they’ ve made.
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Chapter 23 Summary:

In Chapter 23 of "Hidden," the narrator and his brother, Natty, set out on a
guest in Natty’s sports car, amore reliable ride than the narrator’ s old
station wagon. The presence of adog in the backseat brings a light-hearted
moment, but the tension between the brothersis palpable. Their conversation
reveals the complicated history of their relationship, marked by childhood
disputes and unspoken resentments. The narrator presses Natty for details on
his dealings with a mysterious couple, the Clagetts, suggesting that Natty's
life choices weigh heavily on him and that he feels overshadowed by his

brother's reputation in their town.

Asthey navigate through the scenic yet rugged terrain, the brothers
dynamic shifts. The narrator finds himself reassessing how he perceives
Natty, realizing heisn't just afailure or adrug dealer as he had previously
thought. When they reach a secluded cabin that seems abandoned, Natty
immediately expresses concern over their breaking and entering, even while
acknowledging his own criminal background. This speaks to the brothers

differing worldviews and personal choices.

Moving cautiously inside the cabin, the narrator is driven by one goal: to
find someone named Bailey Mae, who is presumably missing. Outside, the
family dog, Bart, picks up something interesting in the yard, leading them to

discover fresh tracks in the snow that beckon them into the woods. Despite
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Natty's hesitations about the dangers of their search, they begin to follow the
tracks, showcasing the narrator's determination to find answers, even when

the path ahead remains uncertain.

Asthey trek uphill, Natty's complaints about the cold and the futility of their
mission reveal his struggle to keep up, both physically and in terms of
motivation. Y et a sudden discovery—a small cabin nestled amongst the
trees, complete with smoke rising from its chimney—changes the narrative.
The sight of this hidden dwelling adds an air of mystery, and for a moment,
Natty seems to begrudgingly acknowledge his brother's investigative
instincts. This moment captures the brother's evolving relationship, hinting
at a budding respect as they venture deeper into the unknown, united in their

mission to uncover the truth surrounding Bailey Mae.

More Free Book %‘\


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb

Chapter 24:

In Chapter 24 of "Hidden" by James Patterson, the narrative climaxes as the

protagonists push onward through a snowy trail in search of a missing
teenager, Bailey Mae. The journey is marked by physical exertion and rising
tensions, particularly between two characters, who are a bit at odds. The
narrator feelsincreasingly aware of the hike's difficulties, especially asthe
terrain grows steeper and the cold wind bites at them. Natty, a somewhat
reluctant companion, voices his doubts and frustrations about the expedition,
guestioning the sanity of their mission as they leave the safety of the cabin
and trek deeper into the woods.

Despite his complaints, Natty remains|oyal, compelled by his mother’s
Insistence to support the narrator. Their skepticism is challenged when they
stumble upon a small, unexpected cabin nestled in the wilderness—an
intriguing discovery that contradicts Natty's earlier assertion that there was

nothing in the area. The unexpected cabin rejuvenates their purpose, hinting

Install Bookey App to Unlock Full Text and
Audio

Free Trial with Bookey


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb

Read, Share, Empower

Finish Your Reading Challenge, Donate Books to African Children.

The Concept

BOO
iy 9’

This book donation activity is rolling out together with Books For Africa.
We release this project because we share the same belief as BFA: For many
children in Africa, the gift of books truly is a gift of hope.

The Rule

Earn 100 points Redeem a book Donate to Africa

Your learning not only brings knowledge but also allows you to earn points for
charitable causes! For every 100 points you earn, a book will be donated to Africa.

A
Free Trial with Bookey~



https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb

Chapter 25 Summary:

In Chapter 25, the tension escalates as the protagonist and Natty approach a
dilapidated shack, where they suspect someone may have information about
the missing Bailey Mae. Peering inside, they spot a disheveled man lazily
draped over a couch, casually enjoying a piece of Bailey Mae's coffee
cake—an image that infuriates the protagonist. Asthey contemplate their
next move, Natty reveals he's sold drugs to this man in the past, which
sparks amix of anger and frustration. The protagonist's urgency to find
Bailey Mae drives him to prepare for confrontation, despite Natty's concerns

about the dangers of using agun in ahome invasion.

When they finally enter the cabin, the unexpected sight of the man jolts him
out of his stupor. Initially, he feigns ignorance when confronted about Bailey
Mae, claiming to be just a squatter. However, in a heated moment, the
protagonist feels the need to assert power and delivers a punch that sends the
man sprawling, underscoring the growing intensity of the scene. The man's
fearful demeanor suggests he may have more to hide, but just as the
protagonist presses for answers, a new urgency erupts when the door bursts
open, revealing a woman—the same one from a photograph linked to their

i nvestigation—ipointing agun at them.

This chapter isrich in themes of desperation, the quest for truth, and the

precarious nature of choicesin a high-stakes situation. It showcases the
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protagonist's determination and volatility as they uncover clues about Bailey
Mae, while introducing new risks with the arrival of the woman. The
emotional weight of the search and the physical confrontations create a

gripping atmosphere, keeping readers on the edge of their seats.
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Chapter 26 Summary:

In Chapter 26, the tension escalates when the protagonist and Natty burst
into aroom where they confront Couch Potato Man, who seems startled and
defensive. Despite initially claiming ignorance about Bailey Mage's
whereabouts, his nervousness raises suspicion. In afit of anger, the
protagonist punches him, demanding answers while watching as Couch
Potato Man cowers. Just as the situation seems precarious, the door flies
open and an armed coupl e enters, catching the protagonist off guard. The

man issues a commanding order, forcing the protagonist to drop his weapon.

Despite the fear swirling around them, a surge of anger wells up, propelling
the protagonist into action. Natty, ever the reckless character, tries to defend
their territory and distracts their armed opponents, alowing the protagonist
to grab aknife and throw it at the woman, injuring her. Chaos ensues as the
protagonist tackles her male companion before he can shoot, and they
engage in afierce struggle. Natty joinsthe fray heroically, using the
opportunity to take control of the situation. After subduing the armed man,
the protagonist’ s frustration peaks, and he demands to know where Bailey

Maeis, setting the stage for further revelations and conflicts.

Key themes of this chapter include the struggle for control and the

desperation to rescue Bailey Mae, showcasing the raw emotions of anger and
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fear as they confront dangers head-on. The dynamics between the characters
reflect both camaraderie and individual recklessness, highlighting their
determination to protect those they care about, even against adversaries who

threaten their small world.
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Chapter 27:

In Chapter 27 of "Hidden" by James Patterson, tension escalates as the
protagonist faces a threatening couple. The chapter kicks off with a
commanding voice instructing her to drop her weapon. She identifies the
man from a previous photo—he's lean and tough-looking, while the woman
boasts an intimidating presence with her straight black hair and sharp
features. Instead of fear, the protagonist feels a deep anger; these intruders
threaten her home and loved ones, particularly her missing cousin, Bailey

Mae.

As her reckless brother Natty recklessly provokes their assailants, focusing
their attention away from her, she seizes the opportunity. With a quick flick,
she reveals her Navy knife and hurlsit at the woman, causing chaosin the
shack. The woman staggers, and while her male companion fires his gun, he
misses as the protagonist tackles him. In aflurry of action, she gains the

upper hand on the man, while Natty impressively dispatches Couch Potato
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Chapter 28 Summary:

In Chapter 28 of "Hidden," tension runs high as Natty and the narrator
confront a gang of hostile intruders. The narrator takes charge, quickly
assessing the situation with a wounded woman and a moaning man on the
floor. With both guns now in hand, they start to restrain the intruders using
lamp cords and dishcloths. The woman, despite her injuries, demandsto be
taken to the hospital, but the narrator is focused on finding Bailey Mag, his
missing cousin. His determination to locate her drives him to find away to
extract information from the ruthless captives, hinting at the inner strength

and resolve he possesses.

As the scene unfolds, the narrator and Natty drag the injured captors outside
into the frigid winter air—an act intended to intimidate them further and

gain leverage. The cold serves as aform of punishment, exposing the
intruders vulnerability. Inside the warm shack, the narrator casually prepares
ameal, signaling a deliberate psychological tactic to show the captives they
are at his mercy. This power dynamic adds layersto the narrative, revealing
the narrator’ s tactical mindset and the pressure he feels to protect hisloved

ones.

Natty's growing discomfort highlights the moral complexities of their
situation, as he grapples with the turn his friendship with the narrator has

taken. The interactive setting—the stark contrast between the warmth inside
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and the biting cold outside—serves as a powerful backdrop for the unfolding
drama. Asthe narrator settlesin with aturkey sub for a bite, he takes
pleasure in their plight, showcasing a chilling but necessary hardening of his
character. This chapter elegantly blends urgency with character
development, leaving readers eager to see how the situation will resolve and

what consequences will arise from these dangerous encounters.

More Free Book %‘\


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb

Chapter 29 Summary:

In Chapter 29 of "Hidden," the protagonist confronts the aftermath of atense
situation. Acknowledging that his friend Natty might never see him the
same way again, he insists they need to move their captives outside, despite
Natty's protest about the freezing weather. The snow isfalling heavily,
making it clear that the armed couple must have come from nearby,
emphasizing the urgency of the moment. They drag the captives—a woman
and two men—out into the cold, securing their ankles to prevent escape. As
Natty carefully handles the woman, the man dubbed " Couch Potato Man"
protests, but the protagonist remains unfazed, demonstrating his control over

the situation.

Inside the warm shack, the protagonist prepares a meal for himself and
Natty, deliberately letting their captives see them eating, thereby increasing
their psychological discomfort. He notices a high-end Iaptop that belongs to
Couch Potato Man, hinting at further intrigue but finding it securely locked.
The chapter expertly illustrates a power play, as the protagonist savors his

meal while their captives endure the harsh conditions outside.

In Chapter 30, the dynamic begins to shift. Natty expresses unexpected
compassion for the woman left in the cold, revealing his humanity despite
their dangerous circumstances. As the situation remains tense and silent

outside, the protagonist takes it upon himself to check on the captives,
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feeling the biting wind against him. A man among the captives warns him
that he' s over his head, and the protagonist retorts, quipping about his

military background, which raises the stakes.

The man’s calm demeanor contrasts with Couch Potato Man's growing fear
as he struggles against the elements. Using this tension, the protagonist
feigns readiness to leave, prompting Couch Potato Man to crack under
pressure, offering information in exchange for warmth and safety. This
moment highlights the desperation and the shifting alliances in the face of
adversity, setting the stage for potential revelations and deeper conflict
ahead.
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Chapter 30:

In Chapter 30 of "Hidden," the protagonist Mitchum finds himself in atense
standoff with a group of thugs, led by a man who warns him that he’sin
over his head. Surprisingly, a character named Natty shows unexpected
compassion, insisting that awoman outside who has passed out shouldn’t be
left to die. This gets Mitchum’ s attention, and despite hisinitial reluctance to

help, he steps outside into the biting cold to assess the situation.

Mitchum engages in averbal spar with the man in charge, who knows a bit
about Mitchum’s military background. This man urges Mitchum to walk
away from whatever trouble he's entangled in, which only heightens
Mitchum’ s resolve. When the cowardly thug dubbed " Couch Potato Man"
starts to shiver uncontrollably, he breaks under the pressure and pleads for

refuge indoors in exchange for information.

As the chapter progresses, Mitchum showcases his strategic mind when he
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Chapter 31 Summary:

In Chapter 31 of "Hidden" by James Patterson, atense scene unfolds against
achilly, isolated backdrop. The protagonist is outside, grappling with three
thugs, one of whom is dubbed Couch Potato Man. As the bitter wind bites at
his face, he wrestles with the decision of whether to bring Couch Potato Man
inside or force him to reveal critical information about amissing girl, Bailey
Mae. Despite the man's pleas for mercy, the protagonist recognizes thetrio's

cunning nature and resolves to extract the truth.

He orders his companion, Natty, to carry awoman inside and tend to her,
showing arare moment of compliance from Natty. As they secure the men
with duct tape, the protagonist senses hostility from one thug, aware that he
may pose afuture threat. The urgency escalates when Couch Potato Man
finally admits that a girl had been there, but he is unclear about her current
whereabouts. With mounting frustration, the protagonist intensifies his
tactics, brandishing a pistol to extract information. Couch Potato Man
hesitates again but eventually directs them to a path in the woods, hinting at

something unsettling awaiting them.

Transitioning into Chapter 32, the protagonist drags Couch Potato Man back
to the cabin and secures the men while preparing to follow the trail Couch
Potato Man indicated. A mixture of dread and determination fills him at the
thought of finding Bailey Mae. The pair ventures along the progressively
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steeper and icy path until they spot an ominous entrance to a subterranean
bunker. This discovery raises more questions than answers, but the need to

presson is fueled by desperation.

Asthey delveinto the dank and dimly lit tunnel, the atmosphere thickens
with suspense. The protagonist's heart races as he senses danger lurking in
the shadows. The pair encounters a man sitting calmly in a small room,
engrossed in writing. The sudden confrontation devolves into chaos when
the man lunges at them, sparking a physical altercation. Thisfierce clash
signals aturning point in their quest, encapsulating the themes of
desperation, danger, and the lengths one will go to protect loved ones. The
chapter concludes with the stakes higher than ever, leaving readers eager to

see how the struggles will unfold in this deadly game.
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Chapter 32 Summary:

In Chapter 32 of "Hidden," the tension escalates as the main character
confronts two men in a cabin, managing to secure Couch Potato Man and
another man with duct tape. The other man, visibly furious, presents a
looming threat, especially since the protagonist has disrupted their
operations. With the unconscious woman left behind, the duo sets out
following atrail Couch Potato Man mentioned, driven by the urgency to find

Bailey Mae.

After an arduous trek, they discover a hidden entrance to a bunker embedded
in the hillside. The atmosphere is thick with intrigue and uncertainty as they
step into the dimly lit corridor, which reeks of unwashed flesh, hinting at
something sinister lurking within. The protagonist is both captivated and
unnerved by the bunker’s solid construction and the secrets it may hold.
With amixture of nerves and determination, he pushes deeper into the

tunnel, aware that the answers to his questions might lie ahead.

Asthey explore, they stumble upon aman writing in aledger, who suddenly
attacks, knocking both men to the ground. A fierce struggle ensues. The
protagonist loses track of his gun amidst the chaos, confronting the bald man
who wields a combat knife. In an instinctive moment of desperation, he
manages to immobilize the attacker by targeting sensitive areas, while Natty

delivers a decisive blow to the man's face with his gun, effectively ending

More Free Book %‘\


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb

the fight.

Exhausted but relieved, they contemplate what to do with their assailant,
aware that their primary goal remains:. to search the bunker for Bailey Mae.
The stakes are high as they navigate this hidden world, emphasizing themes
of courage, the unpredictability of danger, and the relentless pursuit of loved
ones. The chapter |eaves readers on edge, eager to see what lies ahead in
their quest amidst the looming threats.
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Chapter 33:

In Chapter 33 of "Hidden," the tension escalates as the protagonist grapples
with abald, exceptionally strong man in a brutal fight. The bald man
showcases his power by overpowering two armed men without needing a
weapon. In the chaos, the protagonist loses track of his gun and is entirely at
the mercy of this formidable adversary. Amidst the struggle, the protagonist
realizes the man is reaching for something on his leg, expecting a gun, only
to discover it's a combat knife. Just as the threat intensifies, instinctively, he
finds an opening and delivers a surprising blow to incapacitate the man by
squeezing histesticles, causing him to roll away in pain. At this moment,
Natty, the protagonist’s ally, steps in with swift action. He lands a crushing
blow with the butt of his gun, breaking the assailant's nose, quickly
neutralizing the threat.

After catching their breath and assessing the stillness of the bunker around

them, Natty and the protagonist decide to leave the injured man behind as
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Chapter 34 Summary:

In Chapter 34 of "Hidden" by James Patterson, the atmosphere is tense as the
protagonists, Mitchum and Natty, venture through a dark, oppressive
hallway after encountering a threatening figure. They discover a series of
unsettling cells, revealing a harrowing situation beneath the surface. The
cells appear to hold captives, prompting Mitchum to feel a deep sense of
dread. It becomes clear that they have stumbled upon a place of abuse and
confinement, raising immediate concerns for the safety of Bailey Mae, a

young girl they’ re searching for.

As they navigate the chilling environment, the captives, primarily men who
seem unable to communicate effectively, voice their desperation for
freedom, further amplifying the horror of their situation. Mitchum's resolve
strengthens as he realizes they must act, despite Natty’s hesitations about the
potential danger posed by the prisoners. Ignoring Natty’ s fear, Mitchum
takes the initiative to open the cells, desperate to find Bailey Mae.

In a pivotal moment, they meet afrail man named Hassan, who directs them
to where the girl may be located. Mitchum runs to the last cell and, to his
overwhelming relief, finds Bailey Mae. Sheis alive but weak, and he
embraces her, feeling a mixture of joy and worry. With Bailey Mae safe,
they work to free the other imprisoned men who seem to be from aMiddle

Eastern background.
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However, the atmosphere quickly shifts as these newly freed men converge
around the unconsciousjailer, the very person who had tormented them. A
conflict brews as they seek revenge, showcasing themes of justice and
morality. Mitchum, unwilling to let mob justice take over, insists that they
must contact the authorities instead, despite facing overwhelming pressure

from the freed captives.

In this chapter, the stark contrasts of fear, hope, and the struggle for justice
are central themes. Mitchum’ s determination shines through as he navigates
an environment steeped in horror, showcasing his protective instincts
towards Bailey Mae and his moral compass in dealing with the human rights
violations he and Natty have uncovered. The chapter ends on a precarious
note, setting the stage for tension between the captives desire for vengeance

and Mitchum'’ s insistence on lawful resolution.
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Chapter 35 Summary:

In Chapter 35 of "Hidden" by James Patterson, tension and urgency build as
the protagonist, Mitchum, receives alead on the whereabouts of the
kidnapped girl, Bailey Mae. A frail man named Hassan points him toward a
cell, igniting a desperate sprint down the hallway. To Mitchum's
overwhelming relief, he finds Bailey Mae alive, weak, but safe. Their
emotional reunion is palpable as she fallsinto his arms, and the weight of

their ordeal momentarily lifts.

Once freed, Mitchum and his ally Natty encounter a group of men—former
captives—all dark-skinned and likely Middle Eastern. They quickly
surround a bald jailer, now conscious but clearly in danger, suggesting a
thirst for revenge among the captives. Despite their anger, Mitchum urges
them to contain the jailer and leave justice to the authorities, attempting to
de-escalate the potentially violent situation. His stance is met with
resistance, notably from Hassan, who believes that no punishment would

suffice for their tormentor.

In the aftermath, the chapter transitions to Mitchum deciding he must help

all the ex-captives escape together. Bailey Mae's determination to not leave
without her friends highlights her bravery and compassion, even when she
herself isweak. Their group begins the arduous trek back to the cabin, where

Bailey Mae'sresilience is evident as she clings to Mitchum during their
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descent, emphasizing their bond.

Once they reach safety, Mitchum must now contend with the captives
recognition of their captors—three tied-up individuals whose fates hang in
the balance. While securing the area and calling for help, tension rises as one
of the captors ominoudly threatens Mitchum, declaring he won't forget him.
The dialogue escalates into philosophical exchanges about guilt, power, and
the implications of their actions, exposing the moral dilemmas faced by

everyone involved.

The chapter culminatesin a significant revelation from Bailey Mag, who
discloses she witnessed one of the captors—the " Couch Potato
Man"—commit murder. This revelation not only solidifies her courage but
also intensifies the stakes for Mitchum, as the gravity of their situation and
the nature of justice weigh heavily on him. The chapter artfully mixes
themes of survival, moral ambiguity, and the deep connections formed in the
face of trauma, leaving readers on edge as they anticipate what isto come

next.
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Chapter 36:

In Chapter 36 of "Hidden" by James Patterson, the tension escalates as the
group of former captives finds themselves grappling with the aftermath of
their rescue. The chapter opens with the resolve of young Bailey Mae, who

insists on bringing her friends, the rescued men, to safety despite their
weakened state. Her determination touches the narrator, who recognizes the
gravity of their situation and the need for collective escape. The group
begins the challenging journey back to the cabin, with Bailey Mae being
carried by the narrator, showcasing her strength and resilience evenin a

fragile state.

Upon reaching the cabin, Bailey Mae recognizes the captives they have
secured. This revelation heightens the stakes, as it becomes clear that these
individuals are not just random captors but are linked to Bailey Mage'stragic
experience. As the freed men settle in, the narrator makes a 911 call for

police and rescue, all while managing the complexities of their unexpected
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Chapter 37 Summary:

In Chapter 37 of "Hidden," the story transitions into an emotional and tense
moment as the former captives begin to process their rescue from a
harrowing situation. The atmosphere is charged with a mix of joy and anger;
while some men express their relief through laughter, others harbor
deep-seated rage against their captors, hinting at the trauma they've endured.
The narrator reflects on the suffering these men experienced and grapples
with the injustice of it al, considering the possibility of letting the captives

take their own revenge.

Asthe characters await reinforcements, Bailey Mae, akey figurein this
narrative, remains close to the narrator. Their bond is evident, as her safety is
his top priority, highlighting themes of family and justice. The arrival of
Timmy Jones, alocal law officer, introduces a new layer to the unfolding
events. Heisinitially taken aback by the scene, questioning whether thisis
linked to an illegal operation. The narrator quickly fills himin on the gravity
of the situation and the legal ramifications for their captors, especialy with

one being tied to a double homicide.

The tension heightens with the arrival of Homeland Security agents led by
Cheryl Kravitz, who demand custody of specific prisoners, raising concerns
about the legality and morality of their actions. The power dynamics shift as

Timmy triesto assert local jurisdiction while Kravitz stands firm,
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emphasizing her authority and the notion of national security. The
confrontation between Kravitz and the narrator is particularly fraught,
encapsulating themes of government power and the struggles against it as

they clash over who has rightful control over the prisoners and the narrative.

In the chaos, the narrator remains focused on ensuring that Bailey Mae and
the other freed men receive the necessary medical assistance. The
camaraderie among the rescuers is palpable, with mutual respect and
gratitude exchanged between the narrator and the freed captives. The chapter
closes with a sense of unresolved tension regarding the fate of the captives
taken by federal agents, the persistent threat to justice, and the narrator's
determination not to let Mabel's death—possibly connected to this dark web
of conspiracy—qgo unaddressed. This reflective moment underscores a
deeper commitment to seeking truth and justice, which permeates the
chapter and sets the stage for what lies ahead.
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Chapter 38 Summary:

In Chapter 38 of "Hidden," atense standoff unfoldsin the middie of the
night at a remote cabin. As emergency vehicles arrive, the protagonist,
Mitchum, observes armed agents from Homeland Security, led by a
formidable woman named Cheryl Kravitz. The atmosphere is palpable with
urgency and unease as Timmy, Mitchum's friend and the local authority,
asserts that they have control of the situation, showcasing unexpected

courage against federal power.

Kravitz claims authority over the scene, insisting on taking specific
individuals into custody for reasons tied to national security, dismissing
Mitchum's concerns about their lack of due process. Mitchum, wounded and
visibly outraged, counters that one of the men isamurderer, leading to a

heated exchange where both sides stand firm on their positions.

Mitchum reveals that he came to rescue a young girl named Bailey Mae,
who had been held captive alongside others. As Kravitz decidesto take the
men she wants, Mitchum and Timmy struggle to maintain some semblance
of justice and safety for those involved. In a pivotal moment, Mitchum
expresses his frustrations about the legitimacy of the agents actions,
signaling a growing determination to confront the darker truths of their

world.
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As the agents prepare to leave, Mitchum ensures Bailey Mae is safe and
organizes the evacuation for the rescued men, reflecting on Timmy's genuine
but naive trust in the system. The chapter concludes with amix of relief and
lingering worries about the future of those taken by the feds. Mitchum
resolves to seek answers about Mabel's death, hinting at personal stakestied
to the unfolding events. Despite the chaos, there's a sense of triumph in
rescuing Bailey Mae and freeing the men, exemplifying a small victory

against overwhelming odds.
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