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Indemnity Only Summary
A detective uncovers dark truths in a crooked society.
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About the book

In "Indemnity Only," Sara Paretsky introduces us to the fiercely independent

private investigator V.I. Warshawski, who navigates the treacherous waters

of corporate corruption and personal betrayal in the heart of Chicago. As she

digs into the mysterious death of an insurance executive, V.I. uncovers a web

of deceit that not only jeopardizes her own safety but also challenges the

very fabric of justice in a system rife with greed and secrecy. With sharp wit

and tenacity, Paretsky crafts a gripping narrative that explores themes of

gender, power, and resilience, inviting readers to join V.I. on a thrilling

journey where the stakes are as high as the risks she takes. Get ready to be

captivated by a story that blends intrigue, social commentary, and a powerful

female lead, making "Indemnity Only" a landmark in the world of crime

fiction.
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About the author

Sara Paretsky is a renowned American author best known for her

groundbreaking contributions to the crime fiction genre, particularly through

her series featuring the indomitable private investigator V.I. Warshawski.

Born in 1947 in Ames, Iowa, Paretsky broke new ground in the 1980s as one

of the first female writers to depict a strong female detective navigating both

the complexities of crime and the challenging social structures of her time.

Her works not only deliver gripping plots but also tackle issues such as

gender inequality and corporate malfeasance, making her a vital voice in

modern literature. Paretsky's sharp wit, keen insight, and relentless advocacy

for women's rights have earned her numerous accolades, solidifying her

position as a trailblazer in the field of mystery writing.
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Chapter 1 Summary: Summertime

The opening chapter of "Indemnity Only" introduces readers to V.I.

 Warshawski, a strong-willed private investigator based in Chicago. The

atmosphere is heavy and humid, emblematic of a hot July night in the city,

as V.I. drives through the bustling streets filled with late-night activities and

the lingering smell of alewives from the lake.

V.I. arrives at her modest office in the Pulteney Building, which she reflects

on with a mix of resignation and determination. The building has seen better

days, and as she navigates its uninviting corridors—exemplified by a broken

elevator—she reveals her practicality and familiarity with the struggles of

her environment. The setting is important as it symbolizes her resilience

against both the city's physical decay and the personal challenges she faces

in her job.

After a frustrating day of chasing a delinquent debt, V.I. receives an

anonymous phone call from a potential client, which disrupts her evening

plans. She meets John L. Thayer, a seemingly important figure from a major

bank, who arrives with a personal dilemma. His body language conveys a

mixture of agitation and authority, setting the stage for a tense interaction.

Thayer's initial reluctance to share personal details raises V.I.'s hackles. He is

looking for help concerning his son, Pete, and his girlfriend, Anita, who has
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mysteriously disappeared following a confrontation with Thayer. This

moment deftly introduces the themes of family turmoil and the complexities

of personal relationships that will likely play a significant role throughout

the narrative.

Initially dismissive of V.I. as merely "a girl," Thayer quickly learns that she

is not one to be underestimated. Her blunt honesty and assertiveness take

center stage as she challenges Thayer's views on gender and capability. Their

conversation shifts from one of distrust to a reluctant partnership as Thayer

reveals more about the tangled web of his son's life, leading V.I. to accept

the case and confront her own biases while navigating a world dominated by

male power dynamics.

By venturing into this case, V.I. positions herself to delve into family secrets

and social issues, establishing her as a fierce, independent female

protagonist who is determined to prove her worth and challenge societal

norms. The chapter ends with V.I. feeling a mix of frustration and

motivation, setting the tone for her ensuing investigation and the larger

conflict to come. As she embarks on this journey, it becomes clear that

themes of empowerment, gender dynamics, and moral ambiguity will be

essential threads woven throughout the story.
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Chapter 2 Summary: Dropping Out of School

In Chapter 2 of "Indemnity Only," we follow V.I. Warshawski as she dives

 deeper into her investigation of Peter Thayer, a missing college student who

is the son of a wealthy banker. The chapter begins with Warshawski gearing

up for a hot Chicago day, using exercise as a way to combat both the heat

and her residual feelings from the previous night when she received $500

from John Thayer, Peter’s father, to find his son’s missing girlfriend, Anita

Hill.

After her morning run, she prepares for her day, grappling with her identity

and her family's expectations. Reminiscing about her mother and father’s

aspirations for her makes her introspective, as she questions how her current

job as a private detective fits into those dreams. As she heads out, she

deposits her newfound cash and makes her way to the University of

Chicago, hoping to gather more information about Anita. However, when

she inquires about Anita Hill at the registrar's office, she learns there is no

record of her, raising questions about the missing girl.

Warshawski visits Peter's living situation—a rundown apartment shared

among students. It feels neglected and dirty, contributing to her impression

that the Thayers might disapprove of Peter’s choice in living arrangements.

Her interactions there yield no answers about Anita's whereabouts, but she

remains determined. A chance encounter with a scruffy young man hints that
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Anita may live there, but her wait yields only more frustration.

Ultimately, with no success in finding Anita, she decides to investigate

further by entering the apartment. What she discovers is chilling: the body of

a young man, unmistakably Peter Thayer, slumped lifelessly at the kitchen

table. The sight of his decomposing body and the realization of having

uncovered a murder sends Warshawski into a nail-biting inner conflict.

Despite the horror of the situation, her instincts kick in, and she starts

gathering clues, including Peter’s pay stubs and a photo of him with a girl

who has a magnetic presence—Anita.

After contacting the police to report the body, she returns home, needing to

collect her thoughts while grappling with strong emotions. She realizes that

her initial client might not be who he represented himself to be, questioning

the motives behind Peter’s requests for her help.

The chapter explores themes of identity, family expectations, and social

class through Warshawski's internal dialogues and observations. It highlights

her resilience in the face of tragedy, as well as her intuition as a detective.

By the end, she is prepared to dig further into Peter’s life and the murky

circumstances surrounding his death, determined to uncover the truth amid

the chaos and deception that surround her investigation.
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Chapter 3: That Professional Touch

In Chapter 3 of "Indemnity Only," V.I. Warshawski navigates a whirlwind of

 personal and professional chaos. The chapter opens with a vivid dream that

underscores her anxieties about her detective work, as she envisions a

violent confrontation involving someone named Devereux. Waking to a loud

doorbell, she soon finds the familiar face of Bobby Mallory, a homicide

lieutenant and a family friend, at her door alongside Sergeant John

McGonnigal.

As the two officers question V.I. about the murder of Peter Thayer, the son

of her recent "client," the interactions reveal the complicated dynamics in

her relationship with the police, especially Mallory, who disapproves of her

line of work. Despite their friendship, he treats her with a mix of concern

and exasperation, imploring her to stay out of the murder investigation. V.I.

stands her ground, showing her defiance by claiming she only entered

Thayer's apartment to fulfill her professional obligations, despite the chaos

around her.
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Chapter 4 Summary: You Can’t Scare Me

In Chapter 4 of "Indemnity Only," V.I. Warshawski, the protagonist and

 private investigator, struggles through the aftermath of a late-night drinking

session. Reflecting on a traumatic childhood memory involving a bloodied

man, Andrew McGraw, who had once sought refuge with her father, she

contemplates her current case: finding McGraw’s missing daughter, Anita,

in the wake of her boyfriend Peter Thayer's murder.

Warshawski visits the opulent headquarters of the International Brotherhood

of Knifegrinders, where she meets McGraw and Thayer, launching into a

high-stakes confrontation about the allegations surrounding Peter's death.

Thayer insinuates that McGraw was involved in Peter’s murder, drawing an

angry response from McGraw, who vehemently defends his daughter while

also appearing to hide something.

The dialogue escalates, revealing tensions between powerful men regarding

their children and the potential for corruption in their business dealings.

Warshawski probes McGraw about his past and present connections,

suspecting a deeper web of deceit and violence connected to the union.

McGraw admits he found Peter's body after Anita called him in a panic,

unveiling his fears that she may have been involved somehow, sparking

Warshawski's suspicions that he might know more than he lets on.
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As the chapter unfolds, Warshawski confronts not only the men’s machismo

but also digs into the significance of the relationship between the characters,

exploring themes of loyalty, familial bonds, and the murky realities of labor

politics. Faces tense with rage and frustration illustrate the dangers of their

world, while Warshawski’s determined investigation highlights her tenacity

and refusal to back down in the face of intimidation. 

After an explosive encounter with both men filled with accusations and

threats, McGraw ultimately hires Warshawski to find Anita, providing her

with a hefty retainer. This sets her on a path where the stakes are not just

personal but indicative of larger societal issues surrounding labor, politics,

and personal integrity.

The chapter closes with Warshawski reflecting on her findings and becoming

increasingly aware of the perilous connections surrounding Peter’s death,

hinting at the dark, complex layers of the lives she’s entangled in. Her

resolve to uncover the truth is palpable, as she explores the possibility of

deep-rooted corruption and motives tied to Anita’s disappearance.
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Chapter 5 Summary: Gold Coast Blues

In Chapter 5 of "Indemnity Only," V.I. Warshawski navigates both her

 complicated professional life and the danger that comes with it. The chapter

opens with V.I. speaking to a young woman named Gail Sugarman about a

women’s center at the University, showcasing V.I.’s underlying empathy for

the newer generation of feminists. Their conversation reveals V.I.’s

bitterness about past struggles for women’s rights and her sense of

disconnection from the youthful idealism that Gail embodies.

As V.I. makes her way home through heavy traffic, her thoughts are

consumed by the stressful day. However, her plans for a relaxing evening are

abruptly interrupted when she encounters a mugger in her apartment

hallway. The earlier moment of safety is shattered as she defends herself

fiercely against her assailants, revealing her resourcefulness and fighting

spirit. A tense struggle ensues, showing V.I.'s agility and determination, even

when she gets hurt. The fight reveals her physical prowess and wit, as she

uses her environment to her advantage.

Still shaken from the confrontation, V.I. is overpowered by two assailants

and taken to a well-dressed man named Earl Smeissen, a criminal known for

his involvement in prostitution, extortion, and more. Earl’s presence is

unsettling, highlighting the stark contrast between his polished exterior and

the violence of his profession. Their conversation is laced with tension as
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V.I. cleverly navigates Earl's threats, which include advice to back off from a

case he’s connected to, that of a young boy named Thayer.

Even as she faces violence and intimidation, V.I. maintains her composure

and sharp tongue, showcasing her resilience. Earl’s attacks—both verbal and

physical—only fuel her determination to uncover the truth about Thayer’s

case and assert her independence. The chapter underscores themes of female

empowerment, the struggle against male aggression, and the constant battle

between truth and intimidation within the world of crime. Overall, V.I.

emerges not just as a survivor but as a formidable force against the

underbelly of her city, reflecting the deep-seated issues present in both her

personal and professional life.
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Chapter 6: In the Cool of the Night

In Chapter 6 of "Indemnity Only," V.I. Warshawski finds herself confronting

 the dangers that come with her investigation into the mysterious

disappearance of Peter Thayer. The chapter begins with a tense encounter

with Earl Smeissen, a mobster connected to the case, who threatens her

against pursuing the investigation. Earl's violent underlings, like Tony, show

that he has a significant hold over the underbelly of Chicago. After an

altercation that leaves V.I. bruised and shaken, she manages to escape and

return home, where she seeks solace in a hot bath and a drink to ease her

physical and emotional pain.

Feeling fatigued yet determined, she prepares for her date with Ralph

Devereux, a claims adjuster, hoping it will provide a respite from her chaotic

day. As she dresses, she reflects on the toll that her work as a private

investigator takes on her, both physically and mentally. When she finally

arrives at the Cartwheel restaurant, Ralph is understanding but visibly

startled by her injuries, revealing his concern.
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Chapter 7 Summary: A Little Help from a Friend

In Chapter 7 of "Indemnity Only," we witness V.I. Warshawski navigating

 the aftermath of a tumultuous night spent with Ralph, bringing to light her

complex feelings and setting the stage for further conflict. Waking up late

and sore, V.I. contemplates the repercussions of her physical injuries and

reflects on her childhood experiences with violence, sharing a moment of

vulnerability with Ralph. He expresses admiration for her, but V.I. remains

determined to keep her independence as she prepares to take on a new lead

in her investigation.

Ralph's concern underscores a theme of protection versus autonomy, as he

suggests she take a day off for her health, but she staunchly refuses,

determined to pursue her case regarding Peter Thayer's death. This resolve

sends V.I. off to confront Thayer’s father, where she faces potential danger

and the residues of unresolved familial conflicts. 

When she arrives at the Thayer estate, V.I. encounters John Thayer, who is in

a state of distress over his son's death. Their interaction is tense; V.I.

suspects that there’s more to Peter's murder than a simple robbery gone

wrong, challenging Thayer to reveal the truth behind his connections to

Andy McGraw and the Knifegrinders. The chapter builds suspense as

Thayer accuses her of blackmail while simultaneously attempting to silence

her with a check, illustrating a power struggle beneath the surface.
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The introduction of Thayer’s teenage daughter, Jill, adds depth to the story.

She is grappling with her brother's death and the chaotic atmosphere created

by her father's emotional turmoil and allegations, further complicating V.I.'s

thoughts on family responsibilities and loyalty. Jill’s candid mention of her

father’s erratic behavior raises questions about the Thayer family dynamics

and deepens the intrigue surrounding Peter’s murder.

Following this intense exchange, V.I. decides she needs to ensure her safety,

reflecting her practical, street-smart attitude shaped by her past experiences.

This leads her to consider purchasing a gun, intensifying the tension in her

life as she prepares to delve deeper into the murky waters of her

investigation. The chapter concludes with V.I. visiting a gun store, where she

demonstrates her familiarity with firearms, marking a critical shift in her

character's arc toward a more confrontational and aggressive stance against

the threats she faces.

Overall, this chapter expertly balances character development, particularly

highlighting V.I.'s independence and her complex relationships, while

weaving in themes of violence, familial loyalty, and the quest for truth amid

chaos.
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Chapter 8 Summary: Some Visitors don’t Knock

In Chapter 8 of "Indemnity Only," V.I. Warshawski returns to a chaotic and

 revealing day after her recent violent encounter. She visits a gun store where

she purchases a weapon to defend herself, reflecting her deepening

entanglement in troubling circumstances. As she navigates her injuries,

marked by swelling and bruises, the chapter artfully illustrates her resilience

and determination. 

After a long rest, she wakes in a motel, pondering the recent murder case

involving Peter Thayer and the arrest of Donald Mackenzie, whose guilt is

under scrutiny. A newspaper article revealing Mackenzie's arrest stirs doubts

in her mind, particularly regarding the true circumstances surrounding

Thayer's death. She feels compelled to return to Chicago and dig deeper into

the case, indicating her commitment as a private investigator regardless of

her own safety.

Upon reaching her apartment, V.I. discovers it ransacked, causing her to

panic and question who could have invaded her private space and why. She

encounters Sergeant McGonnigal, sent by her friend Bobby to check on her

well-being after he'd received alarming reports about her recent beating. The

relentless chaos in her apartment suggests a targeted search rather than a

random burglary, piquing her curiosity and concerns about what might have

been sought.
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As she confronts McGonnigal and later Bobby, the tension escalates. Bobby

reveals that information about her attack has spread beyond her control, and

he presses her to disclose any relevant information. The dynamic between

them highlights the pressures she faces both from the police and the

mounting dangers surrounding her investigations. 

V.I. struggles with memories of her past interactions with Earl Smeissen, a

man who has a violent reputation and a troubling connection to the case,

sparking suspicion that he may have a hand in the turmoil affecting her life.

Throughout the chapter, the themes of independence, vulnerability, and the

struggle for truth emerge strongly, illustrating Warshawski's fight against

both physical threats and the complexities of her investigations.

As events unfold, it becomes clear that V.I.'s resolve is paired with a

growing understanding of the dangers lurking in her world, both from those

she seeks to uncover and the personal toll of her profession. The chapter

culminates in an urgent call to action, promising that Warshawski's pursuit

of justice will continue amidst the turmoil, setting the stage for further

thrilling developments.
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Chapter 9: Filing a Claim

In Chapter 9 of "Indemnity Only," V.I. Warshawski is dealing with the

 aftermath of a brutal attack and a ransacked apartment. Feeling persistently

shaken yet determined, she meets with her friend Lotty for some

much-needed care and support. Lotty, unfazed by the chaos surrounding

Vicki, offers lighthearted advice and a home-cooked meal, showcasing their

deep friendship and Lotty's nurturing spirit.

As Vicki grapples with the fear and anger stemming from her situation, she

contemplates her next moves while reflecting on a recent phone call with

Mr. McGraw, who has abruptly pulled back from their agreement to find his

missing daughter, Anita. His sudden shift raises questions about his

motivations and connection to the ongoing chaos. Vicki’s frustration

amplifies as she hangs up, asserting her refusal to back down from the

investigation.

Driven by her fierce independence and tenacity, she prepares to visit her

office to assess the damage. She dons her shoulder holster and practices
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Chapter 10 Summary: Beautiful People

In Chapter 10 of "Indemnity Only," V.I. Warshawski continues her

 investigative journey, confronting strange and dangerous events

surrounding the Thayer family after a violent incident. The chapter begins

with her finding a crucial piece of evidence—a draft for a Workers

Compensation payment—while working a job that involves moving a stove

in an apartment. The discovery sets in motion her commitment to

uncovering the truth, reflecting her resourcefulness and determination.

Upon returning to her friend Lotty's home, V.I. shares her findings and plans

to delve deeper into the circumstances surrounding a recent tragedy affecting

the Thayers, a family she seems to have emotional ties to through Jill, their

teenage daughter who has reached out for help. After an engaging dinner

with Lotty, V.I. receives a troubling phone call from Jill, indicating a crisis at

the Thayers' residence. She heads out promptly, her sense of caution

heightened as she navigates the unfolding drama.

When V.I. arrives at the Thayer home in Winnetka, she finds police

everywhere and the family's black Mercedes in disarray, suggesting a violent

confrontation. Pushing past the barriers set by the police, she confidently

asserts her connection to Jill and gains access to the scene. Inside, Jill

reveals the horrifying events of the morning: she heard shots and discovered

her father, John Thayer, shot in his car—a revelation that shakes V.I. to her
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core.

As Jill recounts her traumatic experience, the chapter explores their

interpersonal dynamics. V.I. empathetically supports Jill while also probing

for details about the shooting and the potential motives behind it. Jill's

emotional turmoil is palpable—she grapples with grief over not having

shared breakfast with her father that morning, believing it somehow

contributed to his death.

As tensions rise with Jill's family, particularly with her mother Margaret,

and her sister Susan, V.I. navigates the complex emotional landscape,

revealing family dynamics strained by loss and guilt. Jill's outburst against

her family highlights her desire for truth and support, contrasting sharply

with the perceived self-interest of her relatives. V.I.'s assertiveness and

protective instincts come to the forefront as she makes a stand to help Jill,

offering to take her back to Chicago as an act of refuge from the chaos.

The chapter concludes with a moment of vulnerability between V.I. and Jill,

as the young girl expresses her gratitude for V.I.'s presence. Though darkness

envelops the Thayer family, the budding bond between V.I. and Jill signifies

a glimmer of hope amidst turmoil. V.I. reinforces the theme of personal

responsibility and resilience, emphasizing that how one responds to tragedy

shapes their path forward.
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This chapter beautifully weaves together themes of family, loss, ambition,

and the unyielding quest for truth, showcasing V.I.'s character as a strong

and compassionate detective who becomes a beacon of support for Jill in her

darkest hour.
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Chapter 11 Summary: Friendly Persuasion

In Chapter 11 of "Indemnity Only" by Sara Paretsky, V.I. Warshawski makes

 a trip to Lotty's clinic with Jill, a young girl distressed after the violent

death of her father. The chapter opens in the clinic's waiting room, where

Warshawski checks on Jill's needs following the traumatic events. Lotty, an

empathetic and capable doctor, quickly shifts into action when she meets

Jill, offering her medical attention despite the urgency of her other patient.

This encounter highlights Lotty's character strength and nurturing nature,

further solidifying Warshawski's growing affection and trust for her.

After leaving the clinic, Warshawski brings Jill to her apartment, taking

precautions to ensure their safety. The tension is palpable as Warshawski

checks for any signs of danger from Earl, the man behind Jill's father’s

murder. Once inside, she encourages Jill to take a hot bath and get some rest

while preparing breakfast for herself. This underscores Warshawski’s

maternal instincts and determination to provide a sense of safety and

normalcy amidst the chaos.

Over breakfast, Jill's anxiety surfaces as she asks Warshawski about her own

fears concerning the ongoing investigation and the threats they've faced.

Warshawski reassures Jill, indicating that her worries can be transformed

into caution rather than paralysis. Eventually, they delve into the details

surrounding Jill’s father's death, unveiling connections and tensions in the
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community that could shed light on the motives behind the violence. Jill

recalls conversations with neighbors, especially an ominous exchange with

Mr. Masters, who attempted to dissuade her father from making

accusations—raising suspicion and intrigue about familial and social ties

within their neighborhood.

As Jill drifts off to sleep, Warshawski reflects on her own unfulfilled desires,

stirred by the girl’s vulnerability. She takes care of Jill, brushing her hair and

holding her hand, evoking a sense of sorrow for the child and yearning for

the familial bonds she’s never had. Meanwhile, Warshawski’s determination

only strengthens as she sets out to gather more clues about the case, making

phone calls and seeking information about Andrew McGraw, a character

intertwined with potential threats in the plot. 

The chapter weaves together themes of protection, vulnerability, and the

complex web of human relationships. Warshawski's connection with Jill

reflects a deeper emotional current, while her investigative instincts drive the

narrative forward, creating a rich tapestry of action and sentiment as she

navigates through danger and the intricacies of solving a murder. Overall,

this chapter is pivotal, bridging character development and plot dynamics as

Warshawski moves closer to uncovering the truth behind the recent violence.
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Chapter 12: Pub Crawl

In Chapter 12 of "Indemnity Only" by Sara Paretsky, V.I. Warshawski

 continues to piece together the mystery surrounding the recent murders in

her investigation. The chapter opens with a phone call to her contact, Murray

Ryerson, where she requests photos of two key figures: McGraw, a powerful

union leader, and Yardley Masters, a vice-president at Ajax. Their potential

connection draws her interest due to Peter Thayer's death, who had been

linked to Ajax, igniting her suspicions.

After dealing with bureaucratic delays at City Hall and dropping off a

significant document with her lawyer, she meets Murray at Fiorella’s, a

restaurant by the Chicago River. Their conversation over dinner reveals V.I.'s

insights into the characters involved in the case. She posits that McGraw

might have sinister motives related to his daughter's relationship with a

corporate executive, which raises the stakes of Thayer's murder. 

Murray, a relaxed yet inquisitive journalist, enjoys their banter while

challenging V.I.'s theories. As they share food and discuss baseball, the
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Chapter 13 Summary: The Mark of Zav

In Chapter 13 of "Indemnity Only," V.I. Warshawski continues her

 investigation into the Thayer family tragedy while navigating her budding

relationship with Ralph, a claims adjuster. The chapter opens with a dialogue

between V.I. and Ralph as they discuss a claim paper she discovered at the

Thayer apartment, hinting at deeper implications regarding the Thayer

family's situation. Ralph, eager to return the document to the office, is

unaware of its significance. V.I.'s cleverness shines through as she has made

copies for herself, knowing the information may prove vital later.

As the morning unfolds, Ralph's early bird routine clashes with V.I.'s more

leisurely pace. Their playful banter reveals a growing intimacy, though V.I.

remains guarded, questioning Ralph's intentions. She suspects he might be

more connected to her investigation than he appears, especially with his

interactions regarding shared work responsibilities during the time of Peter

Thayer's murder.

The narrative shifts as V.I. revisits Lotty's home, where she reunites with

Lotty and Jill, a teenager staying with them. Jill's youthful exuberance

contrasts sharply with the heavy undertones of V.I.’s investigation,

illustrating the generational differences and the weight of adult concerns.

V.I. invites Jill to stay longer, but her protective instincts heighten as she

senses potential danger surrounding Jill, especially with Earl Smeissen still
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lurking around.

The chapter dives deeper into V.I.'s deduction process when she meets with

Sergeant McGonnigal. He discloses that a young child has witnessed a

potential suspect in the Thayer murder—a figure with a scarred face,

reminiscent of someone in Earl's crew. This revelation adds a layer of

urgency to her investigation as she contemplates Jill’s safety if Earl decides

to retaliate.

V.I. wrestles with the implications of her findings, and her thoughts spiral as

she connects dots between McGraw, Masters, and the Thayers. She

speculates on their possible involvement in illegal dealings, positioning

herself as an unwilling participant in a high-stakes game. A key moment

occurs when V.I. calls McGraw to confront him about his motives; the

tension escalates as he snaps at her accusations, further entrenching her

resolve to uncover the truth.

Ultimately, V.I. resolves to stake out Knifegrinder territory for leads,

embodying her relentless determination as a detective. Amidst this, she finds

a moment of reprieve in a modest steakhouse, where she unexpectedly

connects the dots linking McGraw and Masters, setting her on a fruitful

track.

Throughout the chapter, themes of power, trust, and the complexities of
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relationships unfold, highlighted by V.I.'s internal battles and her protective

instincts toward Jill. As she navigates through personal dynamics, the

impending threat posed by Earl looms ever larger, hinting at an upcoming

confrontation that may shatter the fragile peace she has created.
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Chapter 14 Summary: In the Heat of the Night

In Chapter 14 of "Indemnity Only," V.I. Warshawski navigates a web of

 danger and tension while pursuing leads in a case involving the mysterious

disappearance of Anita McGraw and the resulting fallout from her boyfriend

Peter Thayer’s murder. The chapter begins with V.I. interviewing Jill, Peter’s

young daughter, who offers little insight into her father’s financial dealings

but expresses willingness to search his study for documents connected to

Peter's associates, McGraw and Masters. Their discussion is friendly, setting

a lighter tone before the story shifts back to the more serious undertones of

V.I.’s investigation.

Later, V.I. attends a meeting held by University Women United, where

discussions about women’s rights erupt into passionate debates. V.I. feels

both apprehensive and out of place among the radical group as she reveals

her primary motive for attending: to find Anita. Tensions rise when the

group, suspicious of her intentions, sees her as a potential spy for the police.

V.I. stands her ground, presenting her theory about the murders and Anita’s

potential danger, but the group remains hostile, forcing her to leave without

any leads.

Driving home, V.I. notices she is being followed. This realization heightens

the suspense as she suspects that her pursuers, possibly working for the same

corrupt labor leader she’s been investigating, want to track down Anita

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


McGraw. With a strong sense of danger surrounding her, V.I. cleverly

maneuvers through the city to eventually shake off her tail, taking a bus to

avoid being spotted.

By the chapter's end, V.I. receives a phone call from Ruth Yonkers, who

shares crucial information regarding Anita’s whereabouts. With relief and

renewed determination, V.I. learns that Anita is hiding in Wisconsin under

an alias and is on edge knowing that the people chasing her could also turn

their focus to Ruth. The chapter evokes a sense of urgency as V.I. prepares to

set out for Hartford, balancing her protective instincts for young Jill with the

pressing need to find Anita before it's too late.

The primary themes include the struggle for truth in a world filled with

deceit and danger, the tension between personal motives and collective

action, and the challenge of navigating patriarchal structures, all underscored

by V.I.'s feminist perspective. Amid the chaos, her sense of duty to protect

the vulnerable and seek justice remains a compelling driving force in her

character development.
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Chapter 15: The Union Maid

In Chapter 15 of "Indemnity Only," V.I. Warshawski is on a mission to find

 and help Anita McGraw, a young woman in crisis after the murder of her

boyfriend, Peter Thayer. After a brief but poignant drive with Paul, who has

offered to look after Anita’s friend Lotty and her daughter Jill, Warshawski

arrives in Hartford, Wisconsin. She navigates the small town's quiet early

morning, ultimately stopping at Ronna’s Café, where Anita works as a

waitress.

Anita's appearance has drastically changed since Warshawski last saw her;

fatigue and stress have aged her prematurely. When they converse, Anita

reveals her deep fear and confusion surrounding Peter’s death, stating she

feels responsible. Warshawski reassures her by explaining that her father

eventually hired her to find Anita, which leads to a larger discussion about

the dangerous situation surrounding their families.

What unfolds is a heart-wrenching story of betrayal and fear, as Anita

recounts Peter's discovery of fraudulent claim drafts involving her father's
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Chapter 16 Summary: Price of a Claim

In Chapter 16 of "Indemnity Only" by Sara Paretsky, private investigator

 V.I. Warshawski finds herself deeply entangled in a web of danger and

deception as she tries to protect a young woman named Anita and unravel

the mystery behind the death of Peter Thayer. The chapter opens with V.I.

arranging for Anita's safe arrival in Chicago, advising her colleague Murray

to keep things discreet and ensuring her comfort at a hotel, the Ritz. There's

an underlying tension as V.I. hints at the real threats posed by the powerful

figures involved, particularly a senior vice-president named Masters, whom

she suspects could be connected to Peter’s death.

While waiting in Milwaukee for the train, V.I. reflects on Anita's situation,

noting how she appears rejuvenated after changing her clothes, though still

burdened by the trauma of recent events. After leaving Anita at the station

with Murray, V.I. turns her focus back to the investigation. She makes a

detour to seek information from Jill Thayer, Peter’s sister, who has returned

home after a traumatic experience. Their conversation reveals that Jill has

found an important document among her father's papers—an "Agreement of

Trust" involving underhanded dealings, linking Masters and another figure

named McGraw to potentially fraudulent activities. This discovery both

energizes V.I. with hope and solidifies her theory that Peter was murdered

for uncovering these schemes.
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Returning to Chicago, V.I. encounters frustrating traffic and grapples with

the urgency of her mission. She knows that exposing the fake claim drafts is

just the beginning, as she must connect the dots to implicate Masters in the

killing itself. On a visit to her friend Lotty’s apartment, she learns of a recent

break-in, heightening her sense of urgency to protect Jill and those involved.

During the chapter, we see V.I.'s tenacity and fierce loyalty as she navigates

the personal and professional risks of her investigation. The themes of

danger, loyalty, and the quest for justice resonate throughout, showcasing

V.I.'s determination to reconcile the chaos surrounding her. As she prepares

to confront the challenges ahead, the narrative lays the groundwork for the

impending revelations and confrontations that will ultimately reveal the truth

behind Peter's death. In a mix of tension and camaraderie, the chapter

encapsulates V.I.'s resolve to bring justice to a troubled situation, while

hinting at the lurking dangers in her quest.

Key Elements Description

Chapter Title Chapter 16

Main Character V.I. Warshawski

Focus of the
Chapter Protecting Anita and uncovering the mystery of Peter Thayer's death

Key Actions Arranging for Anita’s safe arrival and comfort at a hotel; investigating
with Jill Thayer
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Key Elements Description

Important
Characters Anita, Murray, Peter Thayer, Jill Thayer, Masters, McGraw

Threats Powerful figures involved in the case, especially Masters

Revelations Jill finds an "Agreement of Trust" linking Masters and McGraw to
fraudulent activities

Themes Danger, loyalty, quest for justice, personal and professional risks

Emotional Tone Urgency, tension, determination

Conclusion V.I. prepares for future challenges, hinting at impending revelations
and confrontations
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of loyalty and perseverance in the face of

danger

Critical Interpretation: In Chapter 16 of 'Indemnity Only,' V.I.

Warshawski's unwavering loyalty to those she aims to protect and her

relentless pursuit of justice amid perilous challenges serve as a

powerful reminder of how essential it is to stand by our principles and

loved ones, even when the odds seem insurmountable. This inspires

you to embrace your own challenges with resilience and commitment,

understanding that true strength often lies in the bonds we forge and

the courage to confront adversities head-on.
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Chapter 17 Summary: Shoot-Out on Elm Street

In Chapter 17 of "Indemnity Only" by Sara Paretsky, V.I. Warshawski is in

 the midst of unraveling a complex web of corruption and deceit involving

fraudulent insurance claims. After a thoughtful moment with her friend

Lotty, who encourages her fierce determination, V.I.’s investigation leads

her to make a crucial connection: the senior vice-president of the

Knifegrinders union, Joseph Gielczowski, is not the one drawing fraudulent

Workers' Compensation payments; rather, it's his boss, Yardley Masters, who

is orchestrating the entire scam. 

V.I. has a tense phone conversation with Ralph, a claims adjustor, trying to

pressure him to investigate further into Masters’ suspicious activities,

including an appointment Masters had with a deceased man, Peter Thayer.

As V.I. races against time, it becomes clear that Ralph is naïve and

overconfident about the integrity of his boss. V.I.'s urgency propels her

through heavy traffic to reach Ralph’s apartment before her revelations can

put him in danger.

Upon her arrival, she unexpectedly finds Jill, a young woman she cares

about, has been drawn into the scheming of vile men like Masters. Tension

escalates further when Tony, one of Masters' goons, threatens Jill. In a

gripping moment, V.I. tries to negotiate and distract the men while

attempting to protect Jill. The scene turns chaotic, filled with that familiar
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blend of V.I.'s haste, quick thinking, and raw courage.

After a fierce confrontation, V.I. manages to disarm Tony, leaving Masters

wounded and their plans in tatters. The chapter culminates in a standoff

where V.I. ensures Jill is safe, taking charge of the situation and calling in

the police. She confidently asserts her tenacity, prepared to face the

consequences of her actions while ensuring justice for Peter Thayer and

protection for Jill.

This chapter showcases themes of female empowerment, moral courage, and

the pursuit of justice against corruption. V.I. rises as a modern-day heroine,

displaying not only shrewd intelligence but also a fierce loyalty to those she

cares about, linking personal stakes to a larger battle against systemic

wrongdoing. The tension builds as V.I. navigates dangerous waters,

illustrating the risks she takes in her quest for truth amidst a storm of deceit.
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Chapter 18: Blood is Thicker Than Gold

In Chapter 18 of "Indemnity Only," V.I. Warshawski visits Ralph in the

 hospital after he has been injured by a gunshot wound. While Ralph is

bandaged and drugged, his gray eyes still shine with emotion as he

acknowledges his mistakes and expresses his feelings for Vic, revealing that

he has been falling in love with her. As they share an intimate moment,

Ralph’s vulnerability highlights the deeper connection they have built amid

the chaos.

Meanwhile, the situation outside the hospital involves the tense aftermath of

a kidnapping involving Jill. Paul and Lotty have been frantic about her

safety, demonstrating the concern for loved ones that permeates the

narrative. After some back-and-forth and necessary calls to authorities, it

appears that Jill will be okay, but the threat remains as V.I. navigates her

duties to report on the unfolding drama for her friend and reporter, Murray.

V.I. learns that significant progress has been made in the case: Smeissen,

Masters, and their accomplice are all arrested. However, there’s a sense of

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb

