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About the book

Inheritance by Balli Kaur Jaswal delves into the complexities of family,
identity, and cultural heritage through the lens of amodern Sikh family in
contemporary Singapore. Asthe narrative unfolds, it explores the tensions
between tradition and self-discovery, particularly in the lives of its three
sisters, each grappling with their unique struggles and aspirationsin a
multicultural society. The novel artfully weaves together themes of love,
loss, and resilience, inviting readersto reflect on what it means to belong
while challenging the expectations imposed by family and society. Jaswal's
evocative prose captures the vibrancy of her characters journeys, making it
an engrossing tale that resonates with anyone navigating the delicate balance

between honoring their roots and forging their own path.
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About the author

Balli Kaur Jaswal is a celebrated novelist and writer known for her
captivating storytelling that explores themes of identity, culture, and the
complexities of the South Asian diaspora. Born in Singapore to Punjabi Sikh
parents, Jaswal draws on her multicultural background to createrich
narratives that resonate with diverse audiences. She gained recognition for
her debut novel, "Inheritence," which delvesinto the intricacies of familial
bonds and the defining aspects of heritage. With her distinctive voice and
keen insight into human experiences, Jaswal has established herself asa
formidable presence in contemporary literature, compelling readers to reflect

on the intersection of tradition and modernity.
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Chapter 1 Summary:

In the first chapter of "Inheritance," we meet Narain, a young Sikh man
preparing to leave Singapore for studiesin America, while grappling with
complex family dynamics. Narain's household is governed by strict rules
regarding the treatment of books and education, established by hisfather,
Harbeer, who views any disrespect toward education as agrave sin. As
Narain tiptoes around piles of educational brochures on hisfloor, we see
hints of conflicting emotions—his excitement about leaving for Americais
overshadowed by the shame of family reputation stemming from a past

incident during his military service.

Amrit, Narain's younger sister, provides comic relief and tension with her
teasing and mischievous behavior. Their relationship is affectionate, yet
complicated by shared burdens. Narain feels an obligation to his family,
particularly Amrit, whose challenges stem from her own rebelliousness and
seemingly carefree attitude towards life. Their father, steeped in traditional
values, remains unaware of the true struggles that both his children face and

has his own unresolved traumas linked to thelr late mother, Dalveer.

In parallel, we learn about the broader family dynamics—Narain’s brother
Gurdev isintroduced through his wife Banu, who tries to contribute to
Narain's journey by sending supplies and emotional support. But, Narainis

aware that hislifein Americais more than just an educational opportunity; it

More Free Book %‘\


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb

is an escape from familial obligations and his father’ s expectations.

As Narain prepares to leave, fleeting moments reflect his nostalgia and grief
over the impending separation from Amrit and the complexities of their
upbringing. Their father’ s attempt to guide Narain's journey with letters full

of moral lessons reveals the weight of their father's expectations on him.

The narrative isintercut with insightsinto Amrit’ slife, her relationships
with boys, and her yearning for independence, which reflects her struggle
with identity and societal expectations. As Narain tries to support and shield
her, he recognizes the limitations of his own ability to protect her from the

community's judgment.

The chapter also suggests the theme of generational conflict, particularly as
evidenced in the relations between the siblings and their father, as well as
their mother’ s lingering influence, represented by their differing perspectives
on love, duty, and mental health. Amrit's mental health challenges manifest
through her erratic behavior, adding to the family’ s burdens and the societal

stigma around mental illness.

Asthe narrative unfolds, it balances Amrit’s struggles and Narain's hopes for
freedom and self-discovery, anchored in the poignant realities of their family
bonds. The chapter sets arich stage not only for personal struggles but also

for broader social themes regarding identity, mental illiness, and the
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complexities of familial love amidst cultural expectations.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of self-discovery amid familia
expectations

Critical Interpretation: Asyou navigate your own journey, consider
how Narain's struggle resonates with your life. His desire to break free
from familial obligations speaks to the universal quest for
self-identity. Just as Narain feels the weight of hisfather's
expectations, you may find yourself grappling with similar pressures
from family or society. Embrace your own path, and remember that
seeking your true self is not only a personal journey but a courageous
act that can inspire othersin your community to pursue their own
aspirations, al while balancing the love and complexities of family

life.
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Chapter 2 Summary:

In Chapter 2 of "Inheritance," Harbeer is deeply entwined in the
complexities of hisfamily life and the growing distress surrounding his
daughter, Amrit. After important phone calls, he waits for his estranged
wife, Dalveer, to arrive. Their strained relationship is underscored by
Harbeer’s bitter reminders of her leaving him to raise their children alone;

secrets and resentment hang thick in their interactions.

As Harbeer reflects on his past, particularly the tragedies that have
accumulated in his life—like the loss of his sister Rashpal in a
shipwreck—he reveals his coping mechanism: writing letters. These unsent
|etters, tucked away in a drawer, acknowledge his dreams, disappointments,
and struggles as afather to his sons, Gurdev and Narain. He wrestles with
their personalities—one emotional and the other timid—and bemoans the
absence of Dalveer and her departure from their lives when their daughter,

Amrit, was born.

Tensions rise further when Narain's military conscription introduces
complications. Upon learning of Narain’'s struggles with his sexual identity,
Harbeer is engulfed by shame, grappling with societal perceptions of
masculinity and familial honor. This culminates in a desperate need for letter
writing once again, expressing his turmoil and hopes that time away will aid

Narain’s transformation.

More Free Book %‘\


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb

The narrative pivots when Harbeer discovers that Amrit is missing. The
dread intensifies as Dalveer arrives, panic-stricken and searching through
Amrit’ s belongings, and Harbeer tries to maintain composure despite the
chaos. His conversation with Karam, arelative who looks up to him, reveals
familial bonds that are complicated further by rivalry between Gurdev and
Karam. While they search for answers regarding Amrit's whereabouts,
Harbeer insists on maintaining silence about her disappearance to avoid

gossip and further damage to his reputation as a police officer.

The chapter ultimately conveys themes of parental disappointment, societal
expectations, and the fragility of family ties. Harbeer’ s struggle to connect
with his children amid personal grief and cultural pressures leaves him
feeling isolated, yet there' s aflicker of hope that through the forthcoming
reunion of family, some stability might be restored. The emotional landscape
is filled with feelings of longing, protective instincts, and complex
relationships, making Harbeer’ s journey resonate profoundly as he navigates

the turmoil of hisfamily’slegacy.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of open communication in family
relationships.

Critical Interpretation: Asyou navigate the tumultuous waters of
family dynamics, remember that open communication can be the
lifeline that connects you to your loved ones. Just as Harbeer struggles
with his estranged wife and children, you too might feel the weight of
unspoken words and unresolved emotions. Embrace the courage to
express your feelings, asit can foster understanding, mend broken
bonds, and help you navigate personal struggles together. In these
moments of vulnerability, you may find that sharing your burdens lifts
the shadows of isolation and resentment, inviting collaboration and

healing into your familial relationships.
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Chapter 3:

In Chapter 3 of "Inheritance” by Balli Kaur Jaswal, we see Gurdev grappling
with feelings of jealousy and self-doubt during a car ride with Karam, who
seems to have it all with his flashy new car and more prosperous lifestyle.
Gurdev expresses concern about his missing teenage niece, Amrit, which
underscores the tension in their family dynamics. Karam, now more
assertive and seemingly favored by Gurdev's father, offersto talk to
Gurdev's son Narain about responsibility, but this only fuels Gurdev's
resentment. He feels overshadowed by Karam’ s confidence and their father's
expectations, particularly since Karam has been enlisted to intervene with

Narain while Gurdev is seen astoo passive.

Gurdev’ sinternal conflict deepens as he reflectson hisown role asa
husband and soon-to-be father. He and his pregnant wife Banu are preparing
for their new arrival, and every detail is fraught with superstitions that Banu

brings to their home. These superstitions affect their relationship, especially
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Chapter 4 Summary:

In Chapter 4 of "Inheritance" by Balli Kaur Jaswal, we dive into the
tumultuous life of Amrit, a young woman caught between her familial
expectations and her desire for independence. The chapter opens with Amrit
overwhelmed by the chaotic noise of her family as they demand answers
about her erratic behavior and recent escapades. Her inner turmoail is

pal pable as she reflects on her experiences with boys, acohol, and the
freedom she craves, which starkly contrasts with the strict moral confines

imposed on her as the youngest daughter in atraditional household.

Amrit confesses to Narain, her brother, that she can hear thoughts and
feelings, which she likens to an intrusive buzzing noise that complicates her
aready overwhelming reality. The boysin her life tantalize and excite her,
but their physical encounters leave her feeling vulnerable and aching for
more. Amrit grapples with her sexuality and her identity in a society that
stigmatizes her desires, leading to increased strife within her family.

The chapter also intricately weaves in the perspective of Father, whose
concern over Amrit’ s reckless behavior is contrasted by his own challenging
interactions with family and his dying father back in India. The burdens of
his responsibilities as a patriarch weigh heavy on him, and we see glimpses
of hisfrustration with the family dynamics, particularly around the

disappointing paths his children have taken.
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Gurdev, another family member, experiences the weight of familial
expectation as he navigates his own ambitions while confronting discussions
surrounding inheritance and the legacy of their family. His interactions with
friends highlight the competitive societal pressures they face as immigrants

trying to carve out a stable life for themselvesin Singapore.

When Narain enters the mix, he represents the struggles of a man caught
between traditional expectations and personal identity. His return from
studying abroad draws a stark contrast to his current situation, where he feels
inadequate in fulfilling the roles expected of him by his family and

community, particularly as he witnesses Amrit's spiral.

The interactions within the family reveal various themes of disappointment,
societal pressure, judgment, and the pursuit of personal freedom, setting the
stage for impending conflicts that revolve around Amrit's future and the
family'sfinancial inheritance. Astensions reach a breaking point, the chapter
concludes with Amrit faced with the consequences of her actions and the
scrutiny of her community, prompting a reckoning within her family that

threatens to further unravel their relationships.
This chapter encapsulates the struggle for identity and the yearning for

freedom amidst the oppressive weight of familial duty and societal

expectations, painting avivid portrait of ayoung woman's fragile placein
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her world.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The struggle for personal freedom amidst familial
expectations

Critical Interpretation: Imagine standing at the crossroads of your own
desires and the expectations placed upon you by those around you.
Just like Amrit, you feel the weight of family traditions pressing
down, urging you to conform to a mold crafted long before you
arrived. This chapter inspires you to chase your authenticity, to carve
out a path that honors who you are rather than who others want you to
be. It's a powerful reminder that embracing your individuality is not
just an act of rebellion but a vital step toward self-discovery. In
navigating the intricate dance between loyalty and freedom, you find
the strength to assert your identity against the backdrop of societal
pressures, allowing courage to guide your journey toward genuine

fulfillment.
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Chapter 5 Summary:

In Chapter 5 of "Inheritance" by Balli Kaur Jaswal, we follow Harbeer as he
grapples with the sobering news of his father’ s deteriorating health. He
receives a call from Rabinder, a distant cousin from Punjab, and though
Rabinder tries to soften the blow with euphemisms, Harbeer understands the
reality: hisfather is dying. This disheartening news weighs heavily on
Harbeer, who prepares for the inevitable by transforming his living space
into a makeshift bed, all while feeling an acute sense of urgency and

hel plessness from the vast distance between him and his family.

Amidst his grief, Dalveer—a persistent figure from Harbeer’s
past—surprises him with avisit. Despite their living conditions, which are
far from private, her visits have continued. Dalveer, who believesin
supernatural cures, has been trying various remedies to help Amrit,
Harbeer’ s daughter, whom she thinks might be possessed by a spirit.
Harbeer feels apprehensive yet reluctantly participates in her rituals,
stemming from his own desperation to find explanations for Amrit's erratic
behavior.

When Harbeer confides in Dalveer about his father’ s condition, she responds
with compassion, but Harbeer is caught off guard by his own tears. This
moment of vulnerability highlights the complexities of their relationship,

i[lustrating how memories of their youthful love and connection have
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evolved into something more strained and distant.

Soon after, Harbeer receives the confirmation of his father’s death. As he
processes this, he grapples with mixed emotions: sorrow for hisfather's
passing and ajarring awareness of the inheritance that comes with it. The
land papers symbolize a newfound wealth, igniting conflict within him as he
reflects on how to distribute the inheritance among his children. Each child's
name stirs up different feelings, particularly Narain, who has not lived up to
expectations, and Amrit, whose reckless behavior has become a source of

shame for him.

As Harbeer pours over the numbers, he battles with his own disappointments
and the societal judgments surrounding Amrit. The pressure of his reputation
looms large as he contemplates arranging a marriage for her, believing it
might be a solution to her troubles. This decision reflects his struggle with
tradition versus modernity, as he recalls Dalveer’ s distaste for the very

notion of arranged marriages.

The chapter culminates in Harbeer’ sinternal reckoning with his familial
responsibilities, traditions, and the weight of expectations. His emotional
turmoil is expressed through his erratic calculations of his children’s shares,
and he finally resolvesto act, determined to find a solution for Amrit’s
future, indicating a shift in his approach as he commits to scribbling names

on the page. This chapter invites readers into Harbeer’ s complex world,
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filled with grief, familial loyalty, and the pressing influences of cultural

expectations.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The burden of family inheritance shapes our identities and
relationships.

Critical Interpretation: As you read about Harbeer grappling with his
father's death and the ensuing responsibilities of inheritance, consider
how this mirrors your own life. The weight of familial expectations,
traditions, and legacies can sometimes feel overwhelming. Y et, this
chapter serves as a poignant reminder that it is through these
challenges, through acknowledging our vulnerabilities and the
complexities of our relationships, that we find clarity. Embracing
these burdens can inspire you to forge deeper connections with your
own family, transforming the pressures of inheritance into
opportunities for understanding and growth. Just as Harbeer beginsto
confront his emotions and redefine his approach to his children’s
future, you too can explore how to balance tradition with personal
values, shaping not only your legacy but also that of the next

generation.
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Chapter 6:

In Chapter 6 of "Inheritance” by Balli Kaur Jaswal, we find Gurdev
preparing to meet his cousin Karam and his new fiancee, Sona, at a bustling
bar in the city. Their encounter begins with the typical pleasantries, though
Gurdev is surprised by Sona's confident demeanor, especially when she
orders a glass of wine—something he' s not accustomed to seeing a Punjabi
woman do. The conversation flows naturally, touching on Karam's
ambitions with the Ministry of Health and Gurdev's struggles with getting

his daughters into a prestigious schoal.

Asthe evening unfolds, the trio's dialogue shifts to the pressures of
educational costs and cultural expectations, highlighting Karam's belief in
competitiveness and Sona's more compassionate view on education. This
back-and-forth hints at the broader theme of aspiration versus tradition, as
the characters grapple with their identities in a changing society. Gurdev

recalls the struggles of his younger sister Amrit, whose failures have cast a
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Chapter 7 Summary:

In Chapter 7 of "Inheritance" by Balli Kaur Jaswal, we delve into Amrit's
complex emotional landscape as she navigates her impending marriage to
Jaspal, a man she knows little about but sees as a chance for anew life. Each
evening, Amrit shares awkward phone conversations with Jaspal, filled with
scripted pleasantries and polite responses. Although she pretends to embody
the ideal woman he envisions, the truth weighs heavily on her—the
surface-level details about her life feel like a buffed facade masking her

insecurities and failures.

Amrit grapples with her past, reflecting on her lack of academic success and
her feelings of entrapment in a monotonous existence. This chapter reveals
her yearning for change, paired with an unsettling awareness of her current
recklessness, highlighted by recent irresponsible behavior. Amrit’s mind
often drifts between fantasies of her life in Canada and moments of despair
that manifest through self-loathing and anxiety, illustrating her inner

turmoil.

Through her conversations with Jaspal, moments of genuine connection
emerge, such as when they discover a shared sense of humor. Y et, when
discussions steer toward her ambition to work and have children, Jaspal's
vague, dismissive responses create a palpable distance, leaving Amrit

guestioning their compatibility. Her thoughts often drift to an unresolved
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past, including memories of her childhood, family expectations, and the

pressure she's under to conform to traditional roles.

Asthe days pass, her mental state deteriorates, and she finds herself taking
unverified sick days from her job, ultimately leading to her dismissal. The
scene where Mr. Lau's employees disdainfully handle her final paycheck
Illustrates the isolation and judgment she feels from others, further
compounding her feelings of inadequacy. Despite her attempts to assert her

worth, the world around her feels unforgiving.

Amrit'sinteractions with her family, particularly her father, expose
deep-seated tensions. His threats about locking her out evoke feelings of
guilt and nostalgia intertwined with memories of her mother's

di sappointment—a manipul ation she recognizes but struggles to escape. The
chapter captures her battle between a desire for familial approval and the
need for individual freedom.

Encountering aformer classmate, Gail, brings about a wave of nostalgia
mixed with shame, particularly as Amrit reflects on her current status versus
her past potential. Y et, amidst these feelings, she clings to the idea of
moving to Canada as a means of escape, symbolizing her hope for afresh
start. This hopeis clouded by moments of self-doubt, leading her to reach
for a phone number of a past fling, symbolizing her search for connection

and adiversion from her reality.
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Throughout this chapter, key themes of identity, ambition, and the search for
belonging are woven into Amrit’s narrative. The contrasts between her
envisioned future and tumultuous present illustrate a poignant struggle as
she grapples with societal expectations, personal aspirations, and the harsh
truths of her life. The chapter ends on a cliffhanger, holding the promise of
potential change as Amrit contemplates a call to Hakim, a move that hints at

her desire to reclaim her agency in alife she feels spiraling out of control.

More Free Book %‘\


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb

Critical Thinking

Key Point: The pursuit of personal agency and self-discovery

Critical Interpretation: In navigating the challenging emotions and
societal pressuresthat Amrit faces, you are reminded of the
importance of asserting your own identity and desires in the pursuit of
happiness. Like Amrit, you may find yourself caught in expectations
that feel suffocating, but her journey underscores the idea that
embracing your ambition and taking ownership of your life choices,
even in the face of uncertainty, can lead to transformative growth.
This chapter inspires you to seek genuine connections and reclaim
your narrative, motivating you to break free from outside influences

and craft alife that aligns with your true self.

More Free Book %‘\


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb

Chapter 8 Summary:

In Chapter 8 of "Inheritance" by Balli Kaur Jaswal, Narain struggles with the
weight of familial expectations and his own identity as he returns home
after studying in America. He brings dinner for his father, who questions the
worth of Narain's education, leading to a tense exchange about Narain's
perceived failure to live up to familial aspirations. Their conversation
touches on deeper issues, including the pressure Narain feels to manage the
family's dynamics, especially concerning his sister Amrit, who struggles

with her own rebellious behavior.

As Narain reflects on histime in America, he confronts his past
choices—such as abandoning his political aspirations and relationships that
he deemed too confrontational. The contrast between the life he anticipated
and the reality he returned to weighs heavily on him, symbolized by the
burden of hislong hair, which represents both his heritage and the identity
he feels compelled to shed.

Determined to change his appearance and future, Narain sets out to find a
barber willing to cut his hair, an act layered with significance and societal
implications about his Sikh identity. However, he faces rgjection and fear

from local barbers, revealing how deeply ingrained cultural expectations are.

Eventually, Narain finds a secluded barber in an alley who iswilling to help
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him. During this transformative moment, Narain experiences a mix of
anxiety and liberation. As he loses his hair, he engages in a more personal
conversation with the barber, Adam, sparking a connection that hints at his
suppressed desires. Y et, with every braid that falls, Narain grapples with the
anticipated fallout from his family, particularly his father's disapproval.

The chapter builds to a climax when Narain returns home to find the
atmosphere thick with tension. The impending crisis revolves around Amrit's
engagement being in jeopardy due to her reckless behavior, which narrows
the focus back onto familial duty and shame. Up against the backdrop of his
freshly shorn head, Narain faces his father's wrath directly. After a brief
confrontation regarding his appearance, Narain's world unravels as he races
out, dealing with the shock of his decisions and the urgent need for

connection.

In aparalel narrative, Gurdev's storyline intertwines with the family drama,
Illustrating the generational clash concerning customs and expectations. He
navigates familial responsibilities while dealing with his own failures and
frustrations, particularly in his encounters with Karam, who represents a
more traditional viewpoint. This subplot intensifies the overarching theme of
identity versus expectation, exploring how both Narain’s and Gurdev’slives

are impacted by familial pressures and societal norms.

Overal, this chapter deftly portrays themes of identity, rebellion, and the
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fragility of family honor while positioning Narain’sinternal conflict against

the rigid structures of expectation from his family and community.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embracing personal identity amidst familial expectations
Critical Interpretation: Imagine standing at the crossroads of your own
identity, feeling the weight of expectations pressing down on you.
This pivotal moment in Narain's journey serves as a powerful
reminder that true liberation comes from within. By choosing to cut
his hair, he symbolizes the act of shedding not just his physical
appearance but the heavy cloak of obligation that no longer fits his
true self. This chapter invites you to reflect on your own life,
encouraging you to embrace your individuality, even when faced with
familial pressure. It inspires you to prioritize your own happiness and
identity, reminding you that it’ s okay to disrupt the narrative written

by others and write your own.
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Chapter 9:

In Chapter 9 of "Inheritance” by Balli Kaur Jaswal, tensions flare in the
household of Gurdev and Banu as they prepare for asignificant Sikh
Association dinner honoring their daughters, Kiran and Simran, for their
academic achievements. The chapter opens with a classic parent-teen
conflict, as Banu insists her daughters wear cardigans over their sleeveless
dresses when faced with the expectations of their Punjabi community. The
girlsinitialy resist, showcasing their rebelliousness, which reflects broader

themes of cultural identity and generational clash.

Asthe family gets ready, Banu grapples with her own insecurities about
fitting in at the event. Her concerns deegpen when she remembers the
younger women opting for evening gowns, evoking her fears of judgment
from the community. Gurdev, though supportive of Banu's appearance, is
caught up in memories of family conflicts, particularly regarding his

estranged cousin Karam, whose rivalry over inheritance money has created
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Chapter 10 Summary:

In Chapter 10 of "Inheritance" by Balli Kaur Jaswal, we navigate the
tumultuous emotional landscape of Harbeer, a father grappling with feelings
of shame and disconnection from his family. As he leaves hisflat one
morning, he encounters Amrit, his troubled daughter, sleeping near the
plants. This brief moment stirs a profound sense of shame within him,
prompting him to hastily leave for a coffee shop. The chapter unfolds further
with Harbeer reflecting on a collision reported in the local paper, which he
realizes he should have noticed but was blinded by his own anger and

turmoil.

Harbeer finds solace in the quietness of the temple during early morning
vigits, observing the stark contrast between the serenity there and the chaos
of hisfamily life. Heiscritical of the templ€e's neglect, from dusty carpetsto
poorly maintained facilities. Engaging with Bhajanjit Singh, the President of
the Sikh Association, Harbeer expresses his concerns about the temple's
deteriorating condition and learns of plans to relocate due to government
orders. Deeply frustrated, Harbeer contemplates practicing his faith alone at
home, feeling increasingly alienated from the communal aspects he once
valued.

As New Year's Eve approaches, Harbeer's plans to honor tradition are

derailed by troubling thoughts about Amrit. He momentarily thinks he sees
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her preparing herself, but it’sjust atrick of his mind. Determined to
maintain some semblance of normalcy, he heads to a 7-Eleven and buys a
bottle of whiskey, hoping to create an inviting atmosphere for Amrit.
However, upon returning home, he finds not his daughter but his son Narain,

who is also struggling under the weight of their family's issues.

The dynamic between Harbeer and Narain is fraught, filled with accusations
and resentments. Their confrontation boils over as Harbeer’ s intentions to
keep Amrit at home by offering her adrink are met with disgust by Narain,
who feels overwhelmed by his sister’ s reckless behavior. Astensions
simmer, Harbeer lashes out, recalling Narain’s failures and in turn,
deepening their estrangement. The chapter culminates in Harbeer finding
himself suffocated by shame and regret for his misguided attempts to control

Amrit'slife.

As fireworks begin to illuminate the night sky, and with Dalveer’s
unexpected arrival, Harbeer grapples with hisinternal chaos amid
celebrations. The chapter highlights significant themes of familial duty, the
struggle between tradition and modernity, and the pervasive feeling of
shame that grips Harbeer, affecting his relationships. In the end, he questions
his ability to parent amidst his own failures, leaving readers to ponder the
complexities of love, disappointment, and the longing for connection within

fractured family ties.
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Chapter 11 Summary:

In this emotionally charged chapter, Narain grapples with the complexities
of family, identity, and societal pressures while navigating personal
relationships against a backdrop of dark redlities. The story begins with
Narain, hastily getting ready for dinner plans amidst his tumultuous thoughts
about his father’ s decision to buy whiskey for his sister, Amrit. This decision
stirsin him amix of anger and concern, highlighting the fear he has for

Amrit'swell-being and his frustration with his father.

On the taxi ride to dinner, Narain concocts excuses for being late, revealing
his habitual tendency to fabricate stories to cover up hislife's awkward
truths. When he meets Dennis, his friend, the conversation shiftsto his
sister, and Narain is forced to confront hisfamilial entanglements. Despite
Dennis's empathy, he makes a poignant observation—no matter how much
Narain desires to disengage from Amrit's issues, they are inextricably linked
due to their shared home. Thisreality weighs heavily on Narain as he
reflects on his past relationships, particularly with Adam, and faces the
repeated cycle of seeking freedom only to tether himself back to home and

family.

The evolving dynamic between Narain and Dennis becomes increasingly
strained as they attempt to address their relationship in the shadow of

societal constraints. Dennis urges Narain to break away from hisfamily’s
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grasp, suggesting that Narain's connection to Amritis serving asa
convenient excuse for him to avoid acknowledging his own identity and
desires. Thistension culminates in the painful realization that their

relationship is caught in aweb of societal expectations and fears.

Asthey attempt to celebrate New Y ear’s Eve with friends, the night quickly
spiralsinto chaos when the club they’reinisraided by police. The
subsequent flight through the streets highlights the dangers of their lives as
gay men living in arepressive societal framework. After narrowly escaping,
Narain faces a shock when he learns that his friends—including
Dennis—have been arrested, revealing the grim reality of the consequences

they all face for smply being themselves.

The chapter then shiftsto reveal Narain’s fragile home life; he spends the
day recovering from the previous night's upheaval, demonstrating the impact
of the emotional turmoil on his physical and mental state. His strained
interactions with his father hint at deeper conflicts, as Narain both fears and
craves hisfather's acceptance. When he learns about the arrests through a

newspaper, he confronts his father about their shared secret—nhis identity.

In apowerful moment, Narain finally declares histruth, revealing his
homosexuality to his father amidst the chaos of newfound revelations.
However, hisfather’s response is one of confusion and denial, emphasizing

the generational and cultural chasm between them. The chapter concludes
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with a poignant scene at a coffee shop, where they are confronted by the
realities of others' lives, culminating in a heartbreaking moment as Narain
witnesses his father cry, encapsulating the struggle for acceptance and

understanding that lies within their fractured relationship.

Overall, this chapter intricately explores the themes of identity, family

loyalty, societal repression, and the quest for self-acceptance, set against the
vibrant yet oppressive backdrop of Narain's world. The narrative isrich with
emotional depth, highlighting the characters' struggles not just against social

norms but also within themselves.

Key Elements Description
Character Focus Narain, his family (especially Amrit and father), and friend Dennis.

Narain struggles with family dynamics, identity, and societal

Emotional Core .
expectations.

Conflict Narain's father buys whiskey for Amrit, sparking his anger and

concern.
Taxi Ride Nar;un fabricates excuses for being late, revealing his tendency to
avoid truths.

Friendship Narain and Dennis discuss familial ties and identity, highlighting
Dynamics societal pressures.
New Year’'s Eve Club raid by police exposes the dangers of being openly gay in
Incident repressive society.

. Narain’s emotional turmoil affects his interaction with his father,
Home Life

leading to deeper conflicts.
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Key Elements Description

|dentity Narain reveals his homosexuality to his father, who reacts with
Revelation denial and confusion.

Concluding Narain witnesses his father's emotional breakdown, emphasizing
Scene their fractured relationship.

Themes Identity, family loyalty, societal repression, and self-acceptance.
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Chapter 12

In Chapter 12 of "Inheritance" by Balli Kaur Jaswal, we delve into the
complexities of family dynamics, mental health, and cultural expectations
through the perspectives of different characters. The narrative primarily
follows Amrit, who is portrayed as a young woman grappling with her
identity amidst turbulent familial relationships and societal pressuresin

Singapore.

The chapter opens on a beach where Amrit is with new friends, sharing her
theories about the world and even proposing areckless lottery strategy. This
carefree moment quickly shiftsto her internal struggles. In flashbacks, we
learn that she has distanced herself from her family, particularly since her
father, Harbeer, maintains rigid control and traditional values while her
sister's, Narain's, and other relatives harbor their judgments on her behavior.
This leads her to feel unsupported and misunderstood, as she struggles with

mental health issues rooted in family trauma—particularly the mysterious
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Chapter 13 Summary:

In this vivid chapter from "Inheritance" by Balli Kaur Jaswal, we see
Dalveer standing in the shadows, observing her neighborhood as it
transforms into a bustling construction site at dawn. The workers, clad in
hard hats and khaki shirts, embody the spirit of labor, yet they seem
invisible, mere cogs in the mechanism of progress. Dalveer reflects on a
recent addition—a sheltered walkway that shields residents from the
monsoon rains. For her, the impending rain is not just a weather event; it's
amost celebratory, disrupting the typically structured lives of the residents

and bringing with it a chaotic, colorful energy that she wistfully embraces.

However, the fragile balance of her familiar world is under scrutiny. As she
watches workers replace the natural pebble garden along the playground—a
space once alive with children’ s laughter—she grapples with the | oss of
something integral to her childhood memories. The incident between two
boys, where one threw a pebble in anger, serves as a catalyst for this change.
Dalveer feels ayearning for the raw authenticity of theisland's past, with its
swampy earth and vibrant nature, contrasting starkly against the sterile

artificiality now being enforced.

A bitter smell fillsthe air as Dalveer notices workers cementing the new
garden, sealing the pebbles into place—an act that symbolizes not just a

physical ateration of her surroundings, but also a more profound erasure of
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the carefree childhood she cherishes. Her disappointment is pal pable as she
watches this new "unmovable garden” take shape. This moment encapsul ates
the themes of nostalgia, loss, and the tension between progress and
preservation, highlighting Dalveer's struggle with the changing landscape of
her life and community. It underscores the emotional weight that such
transformations carry, particularly for those like her who long for the

vibrancy of more unrefined times.
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Chapter 14 Summary:

In Chapter 14 of "Inheritance” by Balli Kaur Jaswal, the story unfoldsin the
aftermath of amajor earthquake in Indonesia, with ramifications felt in
Singapore. Gurdev is driving his daughter Rani to school, revealing the
mounting tension in their relationship. Rani resents his decision to drive her
instead of letting her take the train, highlighting the generational clash
between a protective father and his twelve-year-old daughter yearning for
independence. As Gurdev prepares his daughter for a stressful year filled
with national exams, he grapples with his worries about her academic

performance, reflecting a common theme of parental expectation.

At work, Gurdev seeks solace in the routine of numbers, but his thoughts are
soon disrupted by news of histroubled sister Amrit, who has recently faced
amental health crisis. He hears from Narain, who recounts a harrowing
experience of Amrit running into traffic, seemingly ready to give up on life.
Narain suggests that Amrit might be suffering from a mental disorder, a
thought that Gurdev struggles to reconcile. The stigma associated with
mental illness and familial responsibility permeates their conversations as
Gurdev’ s views regarding the situation clash with Narain’s more

compassi onate stance.

As the chapter progresses, we see Gurdev’ s reflections on his daughters and

their challenges. The portraits taken at a photography studio serve as a stark
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reminder of the carefree youth they embody, which contrasts sharply with
the emotional turmoil they face as afamily. Gurdev's focus on academic
success blinds him to his daughters' increasing pressures and struggles.
Simran and Kiran, Gurdev’ s older daughters, reveal their own frustrations:
Simran wishes to work as a waitress to attain independence, and Kiran wants
to transfer to a university abroad for a broader experience. Their desires
illustrate the generational divide and the clash of aspirations between parents

and children.

The narrative reaches a peak when Rani goes missing after school,
prompting panic and confusion in the household. Gurdev's memories flood
back of past arguments and the urgency drives him to seek answers. His
daughters eventually reveal that Rani was taken to afriend' s house as a way
to escape the overwhelming pressures of her academic life. Simran and
Kiran's decision to support Rani underscores their protective instincts, but it

also raises the stakes of familial expectations and communication.

Ultimately, the chapter encapsul ates themes of mental health, generational
misunderstandings, and the complexities of parental love. As Gurdev
confronts his daughters about their actions and motivations, the dialogue
becomes a vehicle for deeper reflection on his parenting style and the
evolving challenges of raising children in a changing world. With the
backdrop of an earthquake, both literal and metaphorical upheavalsin family

dynamics are explored, leaving readers gquestioning the balance between
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support and expectation in the quest for familial harmony.
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Chapter 15:

In Chapter 15 of "Inheritance" by Balli Kaur Jaswal, we delve into the
complexities of Narain Singh Sandhu’ s life, particularly his relationship
with his sister, Amrit, and his own identity as a homosexual in a society that
imposes strict norms around marriage and family. Narain begins the chapter
writing aletter to the Social Development Unit (SDU), a government agency
aiming to facilitate romantic connections among Singaporeans. However, his
response quickly evolvesinto a deeply personal reflection, addressing his

struggles with societal expectations and his responsibility toward Amrit.

Narain's distaste for the SDU stems not just from their narrow criteriafor
singles but also from a broader critique of Singaporean culture, which he
finds overly prescriptive. He observes how the government promotes “ideal”
citizens while disregarding the complexities of individual lives. He
expresses his frustration with the pressure to marry and reproduce,

highlighting his truth as a gay man who would never participatein a
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Chapter 16 Summary:

Amrit’sjourney unfolds on atrain ride where she experiences a cocoon of

memories wrapped in the rapid visuals of her island surroundings. The ride
jolts at Toa Payoh station, capturing her anxiety as she grips her blouse
tightly against her chest. Onboard, an elderly man grumbles about the train’s
speed while two schoolgirls nearby hurl light insults about a supposed
colleague's appearance, which sends Amrit into a wave of self-doubt. It
strikes her painfully that they’ re judging her, invoking Dr. Chow’s past
advice about how her mind tricks her into believing everything is a personal
attack.

Amrit has a complex understanding of her mental illness—bipolar
disorder—which she struggles to accept as alegitimate ailment, in contrast
to more visible physical ilinesses. Her reflections reveal her inner turmoail, as
she craves to be seen and understood amidst the stigma surrounding mental
health. She appreciates the subtleties of her condition and worries about
being doubted, recognizing that she appears “normal” and fears people

might find it hard to accept her struggles as real.

When she reaches her workplace at the All Saints gift shop, she's greeted by
her unyielding boss, Ms. Rosario, who is quick to blame Amrit for an
accusation of vandalism against their cash register. The tension between

them strains their interactions as Amrit feels constantly scrutinized. The
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weight of her past—the job search that drove her to tears—remains heavy in
her heart, but so does a flicker of hope for better days through her

determination to earn Ms. Rosario's trust and respect.

Asthe day unfolds, the drudgery of her mundane job contrasts sharply with
her aspirations. Amrit carries a notebook filled with goals, including
suggestions to improve the shop’ s business, revealing her desire for growth
and independence. Y et, she istorn between her ambitions and Ms. Rosario's
condescension, who tries to convert the staff with religious fervor, adding to
Amrit's discomfort. Still, she resolves to voice her ideas, envisioning a future

where her creative spirit can flourish.

L ater, during lunch, Amrit contemplates the burden of her home life and
anticipates tension with her father over her long-ignored questions about her
mother’ s absence. She grapples with feelings of inadequacy and tries to
prepare herself for what may be a confrontational conversation. The inner
conflict between longing for aresolution and fear of confrontation manifests
as she mentally rehearses what she'll say to her father, who has always

avoided discussing her mother’ s departure.

After an afternoon filled with strained interactions and unfulfilled
aspirations, the emotional stakes heighten as Amrit departs from her day at
the shop, hopeful for both professional growth and personal resolution. She

feelsaflicker of optimism, reflected in her plans to confront her father and

More Free Book %‘\



https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb

reclaim her narrative regarding her mother's legacy. This chapter
encapsulates Amrit's battle with her mental health, the struggle for
acceptance both in the workplace and at home, and her resilience in forging

her path forward amidst adversity.

Aspect

Setting

Amrit's State
of Mind

Mental Health

Workplace
Environment

Details

Train ride through Amrit's island; Toa Payoh station

Experiencing anxiety and self-doubt triggered by judgment from others

Struggles with acceptance of her bipolar disorder; seeks
understanding despite stigma

Works at All Saints gift shop; faces scrutiny and conflict with boss Ms.
Rosario

Personal Keeps a notebook of business improvement ideas; desires growth and
Aspirations independence

Home Life Worried about confronting father over mother’s absence; rehearses
Tension possible conversation

Emotional Struggles between hopes for professional growth and personal
Journey resolutions; faces challenges with optimism
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Chapter 17 Summary:

In Chapter 17 of "Inheritance," we delve into the complex relationship
between Harbeer and his daughter, Amrit, as they navigate past traumas and
present challenges. The chapter opens with Harbeer, limping and in
discomfort after awalk, reflecting on moments from the early days of their
life in Singapore. The scent of afamiliar balm brings back memories of
those times, but the comfort is quickly disrupted by the realities of aging and

responsibilities.

When Amrit returns home, she finds her father in the prayer corner, and their
interaction reveals the deep-seated tensions between them. Amrit gently
points out that hislong toenails may be causing him pain, but Harbeer
stubbornly maintains they are fine, showing his reluctance to accept help.
Their dialogue quickly shifts to more profound issues when Amrit shares her
recent work promotion, but Harbeer’ s response twists negatively; he
associates her success with the inevitability of her moving out, harking back

to the loss of her mother, Dalveer, who died shortly after Amrit's birth.

This moment disrupts their bonding; Amrit passionately defends her

mother’ s absence, asserting that Dalveer did not choose to leave them.
Harbeer, consumed by his grief and guilt, escalates into a heated argument,
blaming Dalveer for both his misfortunes and Amrit’s struggles. He grapples

with haunting memories of the past—from the chaotic days following
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Dalveer’ s death to his growing paranoia about their household dynamics and

the apparitions of Dalveer that torment him.

The narrative explores Harbeer's deep emotional scars, detailing his grief

and the strange bond he has formed with Dalveer’ s spirit, which he perceives
as both a comfort and a burden. Throughout this chapter, he oscillates
between anger and longing, taking out his frustrations on the ghost of his
wife, which he believes is sabotaging his attempts to be a good father. The
complexity of his relationship with Dalveer impacts his parenting, as he
struggles to raise Amrit without her, feeling overwhelmed by societal

expectations and his inadequacies.

As the chapter progresses, Amrit clarifies her intentions about potential
independence, further unsettling Harbeer. His denial about his own mental
state complicates their conversation, as he insists he has provided everything
for her, without acknowledging the emotional turmoil affecting their family.
Amrit's suggestion to move out becomes a catalyst for Harbeer’ sinternal
conflict, magnifying his fear of isolation and the loss of familial

connections.

The chapter closes on an unsettling note, with Dalveer’ s presence lingering
and Harbeer torn between the shadows of his past and the reality he faces
with Amrit. Themes of grief, mental health, and the struggle for autonomy

and connection are intricately woven throughout their exchanges,
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highlighting the challenges of moving forward while haunted by the past.
Harbeer's tumultuous emotions and Amrit’s quest for understanding
encapsulate the generational struggles that shape their identities and
relationships in the world they inhabit.
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Chapter 18:

In Chapter 18 of "Inheritance" by Balli Kaur Jaswal, Dalveer finds herself
immersed in the vibrant atmosphere of Little India, a place thick with
sensory experiences—the faint strains of Tamil songs, the scents of
sandalwood and jasmine, and the bustling energy of the streets.
Accompanied by her husband Harbeer, she enters a modest textile shop to
find abirthday gift for their daughter Rani. As Harbeer struggles to choose
the right piece of jewelry, Dalveer becomes a ghostly presence, using her
subtle influence to guide his choices while urging him to see the humanity in

the shopkeeper, who appears weary and worn.

Their dynamic reveals a nuanced aspect of their relationship; Dalveer isa
caring mother who still wishes to be part of her children’slives, even from
beyond. Despite being dead, she expresses a deep emotional connection to
her family, evident as she recalls her past experiences and the warmth of her

presence whenever they call on her. Harbeer, however, seems frustrated by
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