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About the book

In"Leonardo daVinci," Frank ZdlIner invites readersinto the intricate world
of one of history's greatest polymaths, revealing how da Vinci'sinsatiable
curiosity and relentless quest for knowledge shaped the Renaissance and laid
the groundwork for modern science and art. This compelling exploration not
only showcases da Vinci's iconic masterpieces, such as the Mona Lisaand
The Last Supper, but also uncovers the scientific observations and
innovative ideas that fueled his genius. Through Zo6llner's insightful
narrative, readers will discover how daVinci's holistic approach to
|learning—merging art, science, and nature—continues to inspire creative
minds today, urging us to embrace our own potential for discovery and

Innovation.
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About the author

Frank ZolIner is a distinguished art historian and expert in Renaissance art,
renowned for his meticul ous research and scholarship on the life and works
of Leonardo da Vinci. With an academic background that includes aPhD in
Art History, Z6llner has dedicated much of his career to studying the
intricacies of daVinci's many contributions to art, science, and invention.
His extensive publications not only reflect his deep understanding of the
era's cultural context but also aim to make Leonardo's genius accessible to a
broader audience. Through hisinsightful writings, including the acclaimed
biography "Leonardo da Vinci," Z6llner continues to inspire interest in one

of history's most enigmatic and influential figures.
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Chapter 1 Summary: 1

Chapter 1 of "Leonardo da Vinci" by Frank Z6llner delvesinto the early life
and artistic development of one of the Renaissance' s most enigmatic
figures, Leonardo da Vinci, particularly focusing on the formative yearsin
Florence from approximately 1469 to 1480. This chapter highlights key
elements of Leonardo’ s personality, training, and early works, illustrating
how his genius emerged and evolved during his apprenticeship under

Andreadel Verrocchio.

1. Leonardo as a Paradoxical Figure: Leonardo is described as remaining
childlike throughout his life, with a blend of precocious talent and wise
inquiry. His enigmatic nature is underscored by the rarity of personal
reflectionsin his extensive writings, leaving his physical appearance and
character somewhat ambiguous. Common depictions range from a venerable
elder to ayouthful ideal, reflecting the duality of wisdom and youthful

creativity in hiswork.

2. Early Beginnings: Bornin Vinci in 1452, Leonardo's artistic potential was
recognized early on by his father, who consulted Verrocchio about

L eonardo's drawings. Encouraged by Verrocchio, Leonardo entered the
workshop, where he explored various art forms. His early aptitude for
drawing suggested a prodigious talent that set him apart, as seen through his
innovative graphic works and playful yet serious sketches that combined
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imagination with precision.

3. Development of Technical Skills: The chapter references Leonardo's
meticulous early creations, including a silverpoint drawing of an older man,
demonstrating his adeptness in handling materials synonymous with his
master’ s style. His rigorous training involved studying nature and classical
works, where he learned to represent three-dimensionality and to innovate

within recognized formats.

4. Influence of Verrocchio: Leonardo'sinitial works, including paintings like
The Madonna of the Carnation, reflect hisimmersion in Verrocchio’s
techniques. These works bridged traditional representations while
showcasing Leonardo’ s emerging style, marked by emotional depth and a
subtle use of light and composition that began to diverge from his master’s

influence.

5. Independent Artistic Voice: Leonardo's independent artistry is explicit in
portraits such as Ginevrade Benci, which demonstrated a break from
traditional profile viewsin female portraiture. Thiswork marked a
significant step toward a more personalized representation, capturing the
sitter’ sindividuality and psychological depth, thereby enriching the portrait

genre.

6. Symbolism and Depth in Art: Throughout his works, Leonardo employed
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symbolism and innovative compositions, designed to invoke deeper
reflections beyond mere representation. For instance, motifs like the
pomegranate in Madonna panels not only served aesthetic purposes but also

communicated complex theological ideas.

7. Transitioning Techniques: The ongoing experimentation with oil painting
revealed L eonardo's technical independence. His work progressed
dramatically from Verrocchio's tempera techniques, showing his ability to
create depth and atmospheric effects, which would later become hallmarks

throughout his career.

8. Lasting Legacy of Innovative Ideas. Leonardo's innovative spirit remained
evident through the techniques and ideas he devel oped during these years.
His meticul ous studies of movement and anatomy continued to evolve,
laying a solid foundation for his later masterpieces, and contributing to the

broader narrative of Renaissance art.

In summary, this chapter captures Leonardo da Vinci's beginnings as an
artist, highlighting his early training, the influences that shaped his artistic
vision, and the ways in which he began to carve out a distinctive and
innovative style within the rich context of Renaissance Florence. As he
moved from Verrocchio’ s workshop into a promising career, Leonardo's
early works foreshadowed the profound impact he would have on the art

world.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Importance of Nurturing Curiosity and Individuality
Critical Interpretation: Imagine stepping into the world of ayoung
Leonardo, a heart full of questions and eyes wide with wonder—thisis
where inspiration springs forth. Just as Leonardo thrived under the
guidance of Verrocchio while nurturing hisinquisitive spirit and
unique artistic voice, you too can embrace your curiosity. Dive deep
into your interests, experiment fearlessly, and let your distinct
perspectives shape your journey. Lifeis not merely a series of learned
facts; it is a canvas where your experiences and explorations can
blossom into something extraordinary. By allowing your individual
instincts to guide you, just as Leonardo did, you will cultivate arich
tapestry of creativity, insight, and innovation, unlocking the potential
for greatness within yourself.
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Chapter 2 Summary: 2

In the years 1480 to 1482, Leonardo da Vinci experienced a significant
professional breakthrough in Florence marked by key commissions that
elevated his status as an artist. Hiswork on the chapel of St. Bernard at the
Palazzo Vecchio and the Portrait of Ginevrade' Benci introduced him to
influential patrons, including the Florentine government and the powerful
Medici family. This access to notable commissions allowed Leonardo to
move beyond the influences of his mentor, Andrea del Verrocchio, and

pursue independent projects.

1. St. Jeromein the Desert: Following his portrait work, Leonardo
undertook an ambitious project depicting St. Jerome, housed today in the
Vatican Museums. Though unfinished, the painting conveys profound
emotion through St. Jerome's portrayal as a penitent in abarren land,
reflecting themes of self-inflicted suffering and spiritual torment. Leonardo
emphasized the starkness of the rocky landscape, possibly inspired by
Jerome's own writings on asceticism and the struggles of the human spirit
against temptation. The depiction, despite its incomplete state, illustrates
Leonardo's early expertise in physiognomy, suggesting a growing

fascination with anatomy.

2. Commission for the Adoration of the Magi: A pivotal moment in

Leonardo's career came with his commission for the Adoration of the Magi
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for the high altar at the Augustinian church of San Donato a Scopeto,
facilitated by connections within his family. The complexity of the contract
for this commission, featuring unusual financial stipulations, ultimately
hindered his progress. By the time he moved to Milan, he left the Adoration
unfinished, leading to its later completion by Filippino Lippi.

3. Artistic Innovation: Even in itsincomplete form, the Adoration of the
Magi reveals Leonardo's innovative approach to composition and
storytelling within religious art. Unlike conventional altarpieces that often
maintained static arrangements, L eonardo infused narrative elements into his
depiction, emphasizing movement and interaction among figures around the
Virgin and Child. His portrayal not only showcases individual gestures and
expressions but aso initiates a narrative style that would transform how

religious subjects were rendered in art.

4. Exploration of Human Emotion: Leonardo's works from this period
underscore his deepening exploration of human emotion. The variety of
gestures among figures in the Adoration, ranging from reverence to awe,
enhances the scene's dynamism. This approach demonstrates his ability to
imbue narratives with emotional depth, creating connections with viewers
who could sympathize with the characters expressions of devotion and

contemplation.

5. Symbolism and M eaning: Leonardo's emphasis on symbolic
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elements—such as the barren landscape alongside St. Jerome, and the ruins
of King David's palace in the Adoration—reflect a sophisticated
understanding of the interplay between form and meaning. The visual
contrasts between the desolate environment of St. Jerome’s penance and the
festive scene of the Adoration serve to underscore broader themes of

spiritual struggle and redemption.

6. Personal Context: Throughout this period, Leonardo's personal
circumstances—including his formative relationship with his father and his
attempts to establish independence as an artist—intertwine with larger
socio-cultura trendsin Florence. The celebration of the Magi in the city
reflected a dichotomy between youth and age, mirroring Leonardo's own
tension as he sought validation and a distinctive identity amid familial

influence and professional competition.

By the end of this chapter, it becomes clear that Leonardo daVinci's early
works not only signified a professional ascent but also laid the foundational
principles of narrative and emotional depth that would characterize much of
his later masterpieces. These projects exemplify both his artistic innovation
and the challenges he faced during a transformative period in hislife and

career.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Importance of Emotional Depth in Art and Life
Critical Interpretation: Asyou navigate your own journey, consider
how Leonardo's exploration of human emotion can inspire you to
infuse your experiences with a deeper sense of connection and
meaning. Just as L eonardo transformed religious art by emphasizing
the emotional interplay within his compositions, you too can approach
your life and relationships with a willingness to express and
understand the complexities of feelings. Whether through art,
conversation, or personal reflection, recognizing the power of
emotional depth can lead to richer experiences and deeper connections
with those around you. Allow yourself to convey your true
emotions—your joy, your struggles, your awe—and watch as your
Interactions become more vibrant and your understanding of others

expands.
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Chapter 3: 3

Towards the end of 1482 or early 1483, at around the age of 30, Leonardo da
Vinci made the significant decision to leave Florence for Milan, atransition
that has intrigued historians. Several factors likely influenced this choice,
with career advancement being paramount. Milan, boasting a population of
approximately 125,000 compared to Florence' s 41,000, presented far more
substantial opportunities, particularly at the court of the ruling Sforza family,
which was seeking talented individuals amidst ongoing conflicts, including

war with Venice.

Leonardo's ambition in Milan was marked by a speculative application for
work in two primary domains: as a military architect and engineer, and asa
painter. His extensive letter to Ludovico Sforza detailed his technical skills,
particularly related to military engineering, while aso proposing the
ambitious project of creating an equestrian monument dedicated to

Francesco Sforza. During this period, Leonardo's contributions included
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Chapter 4 Summary: 4

The narrative of Leonardo da Vinci's emergence as a court artist in Milan,
spanning from 1485 to 1494, paints a vivid picture of agenius at the
crossroads of art, science, and politics. Set against the backdrop of the late
15th century, this period witnhesses L eonardo perfecting his craft, particularly
in painting, while exploring various interests including war machinery,

architecture, and theatrical productions.

1. Leonardo's Artistic Capabilities Renowned for his remarkable
observational skills, Leonardo was primarily celebrated as a master painter.
His approach to art was methodical, emphasizing careful consideration in his
brushstrokes. He sought both natural and rational representations, dedicating
himself to understanding proportions and the human form. His artistic ethos
is encapsulated in Goethe's reflection on his deliberate technigque, ensuring

that every stroke of the brush served a purpose.

2. Early Commissions. The completion of the "Virgin of the Rocks" in

late 1484 marked a significant achievement for Leonardo. Despite this
success, he faced a challenging period in Milan, receiving minimal
commissions and unclear documentation regarding his professional
engagements in the years that followed. To sustain himself, he engaged in
designing war machines, producing complex sketches of formidable armored

vehicles and artillery, hinting at a preoccupation with military innovation
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even amidst artistic pursuits.

3. Architectural Endeavors In addition to painting and military

designs, Leonardo dabbled in architecture. He proposed designs for
churches, including models for the Milan Cathedral, although they were not
realized due to the dominance of local architects. His many drawings of
centrally planned buildings reflected the architectural discourse of the time,

echoing the broader trends in Renaissance architecture,

4. The Monument to Francesco Sforza A pivotal project for Leonardo
was the Sforza monument, a grand equestrian statue commemorating

L udovico Sforza' s father, Francesco Sforza. Originally envisioned on a
grand scale, it faced numerous setbacks, including the lack of skilled artists
and political turmoail following the assassination of Ludovico's nephew.
Although plans evolved over the years, culminating in alarge clay model,
the project never reached its intended completion due to financial and
logistical challenges, particularly during wartime when resources were
diverted.

5. Court Lifeand Theatrical Productions As Ludovico Sforza's court
artist, Leonardo was integral to cultura displays, including designing
theatrical productions. His involvement in events like the " Festa del
Paradiso" highlighted his role in staging performances that showcased the
majesty of the Sforza dynasty. His allegorical works served not just to
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entertain but to support Ludovico’s political aspirations by framing the ruler

in aheroic light.

6. Evolution of Portraiture Leonardo’s portraiture during this period
reflects a departure from traditional formats. His works, including the
celebrated "Portrait of Cecilia Gallerani," illustrate a dynamic blend of
realism and emotional depth. Instead of the static poses of earlier portraiture,
L eonardo's subjects exhibit movement and personality. The inclusion of
symbols, such asthe erminein Cecilia s portrait, enhanced the narrative

richness, linking the sitter to themes of purity and connection to the Sforza

lineage.

7. Cross-Generational Influence and L egacy: In the broader context of
Renaissance art, Leonardo's refinements brought significant shifts in aspects
such as sfumato, which contributed to a more atmospheric quality in
portraiture. His techniques laid foundational principles for future artists,
elevating portraiture to an art form whose essence was no longer merely in

likeness but in the conveyance of character and depth.

Leonardo's time in Milan, thus, becomes a confluence of artistic brilliance,
innovative conceptualizations, and complex personal and political dynamics,
establishing him not only as a celebrator of beauty but as an astute observer

of human behavior and ambition.
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Summary

Celebrated for his observational skills and methodical approach,
Leonardo emphasized purposeful brushstrokes and aimed to
understand proportions and the human form, influenced by
Goethe's reflections on his technique.

After completing the "Virgin of the Rocks," Leonardo faced
difficulties in Milan with few commissions, prompting him to
design war machines and sketches of military innovations
alongside his artwork.

Leonardo engaged in architectural designs, proposing ideas for
churches and models for the Milan Cathedral, though his plans
were not realized due to other architects’' dominance.

Leonardo's project for a grand equestrian statue for Francesco
Sforza faced setbacks, including lack of skilled labor and political
upheaval, ultimately resulting in an incomplete clay model.

As court artist for Ludovico Sforza, Leonardo designed theatrical
productions, playing a role in cultural displays to elevate the
Sforza dynasty's image and support political goals.

Leonardo's portraits, like the "Portrait of Cecilia Gallerani,"
showcased movement and emotional depth, incorporating
symbolism to enhance narrative ties to the Sforza lineage.

Leonardo's innovations in techniques like sfumato transformed
portraiture, influencing future artists and shifting the essence of
the art form towards character and depth rather than just
likeness.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Emphasis on Methodical Observation

Critical Interpretation: Embrace the art of careful observation in your
own life, much like Leonardo did. By taking the time to truly observe
the world around you—its colors, shapes, emotions—yYyou can degpen
your understanding of both people and situations. This methodical
approach will enrich your interactions, enhance your creativity, and
ultimately lead you to make more informed and intentional decisions.
Just as Leonardo's observations paved the way for groundbreaking art
and innovative ideas, your keen attention can unlock new perspectives
and opportunities, transforming mundane experiences into moments of

profound insight and inspiration.
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Chapter 5 Summary: 5

In Chapter 5 of "Leonardo daVinci" by Frank Z6lIner, the profound
relationship between art and science as embodied by Leonardo daVinci is
explored through the lens of his artistic endeavors and scientific inquiries.
Reflecting on hiswork, it is evident that Leonardo was not merely an artist;
he was a pioneer in the fields of anatomy and proportional studies,
showcasing an intense dedication to empirical observation that set him apart

from his contemporaries.

1. The Quest for Knowledge Inspired by Aristotle and the philosophical
traditions of histime, Leonardo harbored a profound desire for
understanding through sensory experience. His introspective moments,
illustrated in his writings, reveal athirst for knowledge that drove him to
investigate the mysteries of the human body, not just for artistic purposes,

but as a foundational pursuit of science.

2. Anatomical Studies. Starting his anatomical observations around

1489, Leonardo meticulously documented the proportions of the human
body. He measured young men and even horses, aiming to uncover the
mathematical underpinnings of human form. This rigorous examination,
although often dismissed by his peers as eccentric, laid the groundwork for
future anatomical and physiological studies, underscoring Leonardo's role as

a precursor to modern empirical science.
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3. Comparative Proportions Leonardo's exploration extended to the
influence of Vitruvius, a Roman architect whose descriptions of human
proportions informed Renaissance artists. Unlike his predecessors who
adhered strictly to classical figures, Leonardo applied hisown
measurements, resulting in arevolutionary re-interpretation of the Vitruvian
Man. His adjustments to traditional proportions, through direct observation,
exemplified a shift from reliance on classical authority to empirical data,

marking a significant scientific milestone.

4. Art as Science: Leonardo's endeavors transcended mere artistic

practice; they aimed at establishing art as a disciplined science. Influenced
by earlier works, he sought to elevate the status of painting and drawing
through mathematical and geometric principles, recognizing that the precise

measurement could enhance the credibility and artistic value of hiswork.

5. Integration of Art and Literature AsLeonardo aspired for
recognition alongside poets and scholars at the Milan court, he faced
challenges related to the societal perception of fine art as amanual craft
rather than alibera art. This ambition drove him to produce theoretical
writings, which illustrated his understanding of the connection between art

and science and defended the importance of art in society.

6. Physiology and Human Nature His anatomical drawings also
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ventured into physiological studies, despite adherence to outdated notions
of anatomy prevalent during histime. Leonardo perceived the
interconnectedness of body parts and functions—a radical concept that
showcased his early understanding of human anatomy as deeply complex.
He endeavored to map the inner workings of the brain, aligning anatomical

precision with artistic representation.

7. Curiosity Beyond Art: Leonardo’ sinterests were not confined to
human anatomy; he engaged in a myriad of scientific inquiries, including
studies of bird flight and machines of war. His thirst for knowledge pushed
him to explore realms that were ahead of histime, revealing amind driven

by curiosity and imagination—an embodiment of the Renaissance spirit.

8. Socioeconomic Context: Leonardo's financial status, intertwined with
the politics of patronage, significantly influenced how he pursued his
studies. Despite irregular payments, his court role provided the foundation
for his explorations, allowing him to delve into scientific research while

navigating the challenges of earning aliving as an artist.

Overall, Chapter 5 captures Leonardo da Vinci as a multifaceted individual
whose artistic proficiency was inextricably linked to scientific inquiry. His
commitment to empirical observation transformed both art and science,

establishing principles that would resonate through the ages.
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Chapter 6: 6

In the latter part of the 15th century, Leonardo da Vinci established himself
asakey figurein Milanese art primarily through his acclaimed works,
notably "The Last Supper,” a masterpiece commissioned by Ludovico
Sforza, completed between 1495 and 1497. This painting, displayed in the
refectory of the convent Santa Mariadelle Grazie, stands out for its
innovative approach to composition and emotional expression. Known for
its somber palette infused with chiaroscuro, it captivated audiences at the

time and continues to do so today.

1. The acclaim "The Last Supper" received upon its completion was
unparalleled. Not only did contemporaries like Luca Pacioli express their
admiration for its lifelike quality—the apostles’ varied reactions to Jesus's
declaration of betrayal are particularly noteworthy—but other visitors, such
as Antonio de Beatis, recognized the high level of portraiture achieved

through the inclusion of actual court figures. The painting became such an
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Chapter 7 Summary: 7

Following the downfall of Ludovico Sforza, Leonardo da Vinci's most
significant patron, he first traveled to Mantua to seek refuge and potential
commission opportunities under the generous patronage of |sabella d'Este. It
was during this period, around December 1499 or early 1500, that he likely
produced a cartoon for a profile portrait of Isabella, conforming to the
established Mantuan portrait tradition. Despite these efforts, Leonardo's time

in Mantua did not yield further commissions, leading him to Venice.

In Venice, Leonardo may have served briefly as amilitary engineer. While
no paintings are documented from this period, his style reportedly influenced
Venetian artists, such as Giorgione, supporting this notion through a
correspondence from Lorenzo Gusnasco, which indicated Leonardo's visit to
the city and his showcasing of hisworks. However, Leonardo’s stay in

V enice was short-lived, and he returned to Florence by April 1500. Among
his belongings was the Burlington House Cartoon, featuring the Virgin and
Child with St Anne and the infant St John. This composition, which has
faced some debate regarding its origins, possibly represents a preparatory
study for an uncompleted altarpiece requested by King Louis XII.

The cartoon illustrates Mary seated against arocky landscape, with her
mother St Anne beside her. The figures exhibit various levels of detail, with

highly finished facial expressions contrasted against less detailed limbs and

More Free Book %‘\


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb

attire. Nonetheless, the Burlington House Cartoon received limited
engagement from other artists of the era, and Bernardino Luini was one of

the few to adapt its composition in his own works.

Following his return to Florence, reports from Giorgio Vasari imply that

L eonardo was commissioned again to produce a cartoon featuring St Anne,
but inconsistenciesin his historical accounts suggest that this work may
have been for adifferent chapel. A detailed letter from Fra Pietro da
Novellaraaddsinsight into Leonardo’ s haphazard working style and
suggests he had begun yet another cartoon portraying the Virgin and Child
with St Anne, focusing on the themes of impending sacrifice and maternal

love.

Despite the initial enthusiasm for these commissions, Leonardo's focus
shifted dramatically in the early 1500s, as he was increasingly distracted by
his interests in geometry and other scientific endeavors. The summer of
1502 saw him employed as a military engineer by Cesare Borgia, leading
him into various campaigns and resulting in numerous studies on military

Strategy.

Leonardo’ s brief return to painting officially started in 1503 when he took
on acommission from Francesco del Giocondo to create a portrait of his
wife, Lisa. Thisresulted in the now-iconic Mona Lisa—an artwork

historically celebrated not only for its formal qualities but for embodying a
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new ideal in portraiture emphasizing inner virtue as reflected through
external beauty. The commission was significant due to the socio-economic
context—Francesco commissioned this piece after the birth of their second
child, which was felt to mark a period of stability and joy for the family,

especially after experiencing previous | osses.

The Mona Lisa showcases many innovative painting techniques
characteristic of Leonardo's style, such as atmospheric perspective and
chiaroscuro, creating depth and volume that heightened the portrait's
emotive power. The work not only redefined the portrait genre during the
Renaissance but also profoundly influenced subsequent artists and

movements, demonstrating L eonardo’ s enduring impact on art history.
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Chapter 8 Summary: 8

In the vibrant years from 1504 to 1506, Florence served as a melting pot of
artistic innovation, with giants like Leonardo da Vinci, Michelangelo, and
Raphael all contributing to the High Renaissance. While Raphael mimicked
the stylistic advances of Leonardo, such asin his portraits and Holy Family
depictions, the relationship between Leonardo and Michelangelo was
marked by rivalry and tension, particularly as they both worked on
monumental wall paintings for the Grand Council Chamber in Palazzo

Vecchio, celebrating Florence's military triumphs.

L eonardo's ambitious but ultimately incomplete wall painting portrayed the
Battle of Anghiari, a significant military conflict in 1440 where Florentine
forces claimed victory against Milanese troops. In this work, he chose to
focus on a dramatic episode—the capture of the enemy's standard—using
larger-than-life figures to encapsulate the intensity of battle. Concurrently,
Michelangel o was creating his own piece, the Battle of Cascina, which
depicted the aerting of troops to an enemy's approach. Despite their
unfinished status, these paintings were considered to be groundbreaking in

early 16th-century art.

Leonardo's contract for the Battle of Anghiari, dated May 4, 1504, reveals
the pressures he faced due to his known struggles with timely completion.

His employers enacted stipulations to ensure he made consistent progress,
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threatening penaltiesif he did not meet deadlines. Despite their efforts,
Leonardo's experimental painting techniques would lead to the work’ s early
deterioration, forcing him to abandon the project in pursuit of lucrative

opportunitiesin Milan.

Beyond the technicality of adherence to deadlines, artistically, Leonardo’s
early sketches for the Battle indicate a broader scope that he later narrowed
down to asingular, focused clash between prominent enemy generals,
Francisco and Niccol0 Piccinino. This foreground intrigue was underscored
by his emphasis on emotional intensity, recalling traditional themes of
warfare, even invoking mythological references, like to the centaur—a

symbol intertwining human and animalistic traits of aggression.

Furthermore, the contrast between Leonardo’ s and Michelangelo’ s styles
captures an ideological dividein their portrayals of combat. Leonardo’s
figures exhibit fierce, aimost animalistic rage, emphasizing the chaotic
nature of war while simultaneously weaving in social commentary about the
conduct of soldiers, represented by the monstrous traits associated with
figures like the Piccininos who were mercenary and reckless. They stood in
stark contrast to the more methodical and composed portrayal of their
Florentine counterparts, as evidenced in their helmets adorned with symbols
of prudence, suggesting a new ideal of warfare emphasizing strategy over

brute force.
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Throughout this period, Leonardo also redirected his artistic focus towards
human anatomy after being inspired by Michelangelo's muscular nudes and
the heightened physicality of the High Renaissance. Although he had
previoudly criticized overly muscular representations, the aesthetic shift
towards the heroic body in this eraled him to explore and celebrate the
expressive potential of the human form, resulting in detailed anatomical

studies.

In summary, these dynamic interactions among L eonardo, Michelangel o,
and Raphael during an exhilarating chapter in Florence’ s art history reflect
competitive energy that not only pushed individual artists towards
innovation but also shaped the evolving ideals of beauty, strength, and virtue
in art. The struggle between artistic ambition and contractual obligations, as
well as the desire to redefine the representation of the human body,
underscores a transformative moment that would resonate throughout

subsequent artistic endeavors.
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Chapter 9: 9

Between 1506 and 1510, Leonardo daVinci experienced a significant
transitional period in his artistic career as he moved between Florence and
Milan. This phase marked a profound shift in his approach to painting and
his relationships with patrons.

1. Departure and New Opportunities In the spring of 1506, Leonardo
abandoned hiswork on the "Battle of Anghiari." Variousissuesled to his
departure, including conflicts with his Florentine employers over payment,
challenges with his chosen painting medium, and a strained relationship with
his family following his father's death. The competition for his artistic
talents intensified, and he realized his significant worth as an artist,
attracting attention from numerous patrons including |sabella d'Este and,

notably, the French court.

2. Patronage from France |sabella d'Este's persistent demand for
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Chapter 10 Summary: 10

In the twilight of hislife, Leonardo daVinci's artistic focus and innovative
pursuits reflect both his profound mastery and the challenges he faced due
to hisincreasing frailty. His remarkable ability to manipulate light iswidely

acknowledged; he often chose not to depict it in its entirety, reserving
brightness for the most significant momentsin hisworks. This strategic use
of shadow greatly enhanced the contrasts in his paintings, culminating in
representations of the human face and body that are unrivaled in their divine

guality, as noted by contemporaries like Gian Paolo Lomazzo.

During the early 1500s, new opportunities began to arise in Leonardo's
career, particularly a chance to revisit his plans for an equestrian statue.
Initially intended for Ludovico Sforza, the work shifted focusto
Giangiacomo Trivulzio, a prominent figure after the fall of Sforza.
Trivulzio's ambitious vision led him to commission a grand memorial,
recognizing Leonardo’ s exceptional designs that inspired a shift from
modest plans to a monumental tomb. Leonardo meticulously detailed the
project’ s costs, rivaling the documentation provided for Michelangelo’s
iconic works. Unfortunately, despite years of planning, external

circumstances thwarted the realization of this grand project.

In his second Milanese period, Leonardo transitioned his focus from painting

to anatomical studies, showcasing his dedication to the dissection of the
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human body. His later anatomical drawings reflect a serious departure from
previous textbook theories, emphasizing his acute observational skills. These
studies, celebrated for their precision, remained ahead of their time, bearing
influence for centuries, even if they offered limited immediate application

for medical practitioners due to their technical complexities.

As his acclaimed patron Charles d'’Amboise passed away in 1511, Leonardo
experienced profound personal loss, ultimately leading him to seek the
protection of Giuliano de’ Medici, whose brother Giovanni had ascended to
the papacy as Pope Leo X. Leonardo's expectations of fruitful work at the
papal court were, however, mostly unmet. Despite the ongoing disputes with
his German assistant, which detracted from his creative energy, he produced
some smaller works, including the intricate Madonna and Child painting,

which unfortunately deteriorated due to problematic priming of the panel.

In Rome, Leonardo engaged himself in various projects, such as draining the
Pontine Marshes and conducting bizarre scientific experiments. He also
explored innovative oil techniques for painting, exemplified in his later
work, "St John the Baptist." This piece showcases his signature sfumato
technique, allowing for soft transitions of light and shadow, thus conveying
the spiritual message that John isilluminated as a giver of testimony to
God's light.

Throughout hislast years, Leonardo's works, such as the charming
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anatomical drawings and the meticul ous sketches of fantastical creatures,
reflect an artist who remained intellectually dynamic even as his physical
capabilities waned due to health issues. His sketches captured a youthful
energy, suggesting that even in his advanced years, Leonardo retained a

remarkable zest and creativity.

Leonardo’ s later life culminated in his relocation to France, where, alongside
patron Francois I, he found a peaceful residence in Cloux. Despite his
reduced artistic output, he remained involved in various planning projects
related to the royal estate. He faced challenges with his health, suffering
from paralysis, yet managed to mentor and employ talented assistants,

ensuring that his artistic legacy would continue even after his passing.

Ultimately, Leonardo da Vinci's final years were characterized by a
profound blend of enduring creativity, the limitations of age, and alifelong
guest for knowledge that left an indelible mark on art and science, with his

legacy persisting long after his death.

Aspect Details
Artistic Increased frailty yet mastery in manipulating light and shadow, enhancing
Focus contrasts in his paintings.

Equestrian Plans shifted from Ludovico Sforza to Giangiacomo Trivulzio; Grand
Statue memorial planned but unrealized.

Anatomical Transitioned focus to human anatomy, with precise drawings that deviated
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in France

Legacy
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from traditional theories, influencing future generations.

Suffered personal loss with the death of patron Charles d’Amboise;
sought support from Giuliano de’ Medici.

Produced smaller works like "Madonna and Child"; faced health issues
affecting quality.

Engaged in draining marshes, scientific experiments, and innovative oll
painting techniques.

Relocated to Cloux with Francgois I; continued planning projects despite
health challenges.

Enduring creativity and quest for knowledge, leaving a lasting influence
on art and science.
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Chapter 11 Summary: 11

Chapter 11 of Frank Zoéllner's"Leonardo daVinci" presents a detailed
catalogue raisonné of Leonardo's paintings, including both attributed works

and those completed by his assistants.

1. General Overview: The catalogue includes both original works and
copies of lost paintings, emphasizing early commentary and varying
attributions based on existing art scholar analyses. Technical aspects
regarding the condition, provenance, and patronage of each work are
discussed, with reliance on translations of early sources for context. Various
artists, such as Andrea del Verrocchio and Lorenzo di Credi, are referenced
in connection with pieces potentially influenced or created partly by

L eonardo, signaling the collaborative atmosphere surrounding him.

2. Artwork Analysis. Each described painting is systematically analyzed
for its style and technique, discussing works like "Tobias and the Angel”
and "Madonna of the Pomegranate". Specific elements, such asthe
naturalism demonstrated in Verrocchio's works and debated contributions
from Leonardo, are evaluated through perspectivein light of stylistic trends

seen during the Renaissance.

3. Specific Works
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- In the case of "Tobias and the Angel," arguments for attributing elements
like the depicted dog to Leonardo are outlined, despite earlier dismissals of
the painting's association with various Renai ssance masters. Restoration
efforts throughout the centuries have altered perceptions of this piece.

- "Madonna of the Pomegranate" brings up attribution complexities, with
influences from Verrocchio and potential evidence supporting an early stage

in Leonardo's artistic devel opment.

4. Collaboration and I nfluence The narrative underlines the
collaborative nature of workshops and influences within Leonardo's sphere.
The presence of other artists consistently reflects broader trends and

techniques being pursued during the period.

5. Attributions and Author ship: The chapter frequently addresses the
notion of authorship, asserting the importance of careful attribution in
understanding the attribution history of Renaissance artworks. Works

consistently thought to be by Leonardo are contrasted with those that are

more accurately associated with his studio.

6. Noteworthy Copy Variations ZolIner catalogues various copies and
variations on Leonardo's originals, asserting that many of these derivative
pieces often deviate significantly in technigue and composition. The
discrepancies raise questions about authorship and intent behind the works,

creating a dialogue around the shiftsin style.
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7. Cultural and Historical Context: The catalogue interweaves cultural
influences and historical accounts that influenced the production and
reception of each artwork. For example, the role of artists workshops and
their patrons, including the Sforza family, reveals how Leonardo’ s works fit

into the broader tapestry of Florentine culture and politics.

8. Concluding Reflections The examination culminatesin adiscussion
of how each work's character and legacy continue to reflect Leonardo's
influence, either through direct attribution or viathe extended reach of his

workshop's practices.

Throughout this chapter, Z6llner provides a meticul ous account that not only
honors Leonardo’ s artistic expertise but also the complexities of attribution
in the Renaissance art world. Each analysis encourages readers to recognize
the rich interplay of collaboration, influence, and innovation that defines

Leonardo's legacy.
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