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About the book

In "My Own Words," the late Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg
shares the profound thoughts and experiences that have shaped her
remarkable life and career, illuminating her unwavering commitment to
justice and equality. Through a collection of speeches, writings, and personal
reflections, Ginsburg provides an intimate glimpse into the mind of one of
Americas most iconic figures, offering insights not only into her
groundbreaking legal work but also into her views on gender, civil rights,
and the Constitution. This compelling narrative invites readers to reflect on
the ongoing struggles for justice in society, encouraging them to understand
the power of advocacy and the importance of making one's voice heard.
Ginsburg’ s words resonate deeply, inspiring readers to engage with the
values of equity and perseverance that continue to define our collective

pursuit of afairer world.
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About the author

Ruth Bader Ginsburg, born on March 15, 1933, in Brooklyn, New Y ork, was
atrallblazing lawyer, jurist, and an icon of the American legal landscape,
whose relentless pursuit of gender equality significantly shaped U.S. law and
culture. A graduate of Cornell University, Ginsburg made history as one of
the first women to attend Harvard Law School; she later transferred to
Columbia Law School, where she graduated at the top of her class. Her
career began in academia and advocacy, fiercely fighting against gender
discrimination and championing women'’ s rights. Appointed to the U.S.
Supreme Court in 1993 by President Bill Clinton, she became the second
woman to serve on the Court and was known for her powerful dissents and
unwavering commitment to justice. Beyond her legal accomplishments,
Ginsburg became a cultural icon, inspiring generations with her poise,

intellect, and tenacity, embodying the principles of equality and resilience.
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Chapter 1 Summary: Editorial for the School Newspaper

In June 1946, a thirteen-year-old Ruth Bader, inspired by the influential First
Lady Eleanor Roosevelt, penned an editorial for her school newspaper, the
Highway Herald. This editorial reflects not only her emerging voice as a
young advocate for human rights but also her deep engagement with
significant historical documents that shaped modern democracy and human

rights.

Ruth’ s writing identifies four cornerstone documents in human history, each
heralding advancements for humanity through their ideals and principles.
Firstly, she references the Ten Commandments, a foundational moral code
given to Moses, which has been embraced across various religions as
essential ethical guidelines. She then transitions to the Magna Carta of 1215,
highlighting its critical role in uplifting the rights of the common peoplein
medieval England. This document marked a turning point, establishing that
no one, not even aking, is above the law—a principle that resonates with

justice seekers worldwide.

Next, Ruth discusses the Bill of Rights signed by William of Orange in
1689. This document further restrained royal authority and empowered
parliamentary governance, signifying a progressive step towards modern
democracy. She emphasizes the Declaration of |ndependence, which not

only declared the birth of a new nation—the United States—but also served
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as an inspiration for other countriesin their struggles for freedom and
self-determination.

Most notably, Ruth introduces the United Nations Charter as a contemporary
fifth document of great significance. This charter embodies the goal of
maintaining international peace and security, advocating for tolerance
amongst nations, and prohibiting acts of aggression. Within this context, she
emphasi zes the urgency for peace, underscoring the threats posed by modern

weaponry capable of global destruction.

Ruth concludes her editorial by addressing her peers, encouraging them to
engage in peace-building efforts. She calls on the children of her generation
to cultivate a culture of cooperation and understanding, as emphasized in the
United Nations Charter. In her view, fostering good neighborly relationships
is essential to avert the dangers of future wars and to uphold an enduring
peace in the world. This editorial is aprescient glimpse into her future
advocacy work and commitment to human rights that would characterize her

lifelong career.
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Chapter 2 Summary: One People

In Chapter 2 of "My Own Words," Ruth Bader Ginsburg reflects on her
formative years, highlighting her experiences within her Jewish heritage and
the impact of familial bonds in shaping her identity. Although her family
was not strictly religious, Jewish traditions permeated her childhood. Each
Friday evening, her mother, Celia, would light candles, and during
Hanukkah, Ruth and her cousins received silver dollars from their
grandfather, symbolizing a connection to their heritage. One of her cherished
memories centers on the Passover Seders held at her grandparents’ home,
where she found joy in asking the traditional questions, illustrating her early
inclination towards inquiry and understanding justice—traits that would

define her later career as a Supreme Court Justice.

1. From ayoung age, Ruth's appreciation for the values of justice and
learning rooted in her Jewish culture was evident. Amidst her connection to
figures like Deborah from scripture, she wrestled with the constraints
imposed by rigid traditions and the limitations placed on women. Significant
events, such as her mother's recounting of a harsh punishment her Orthodox
father inflicted for Sabbath violations, fostered Ruth's growing awareness of
gender inequality. Additionally, the absence of a similar coming-of-age
ceremony for girls compared to boys fueled her early discontent with

societal norms.
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2. Throughout her youth, Ruth navigated various synagogue environments,
ultimately finding awelcoming space in a Conservative temple, the East
Midwood Jewish Center. There, she engaged deeply with Jewish studies and
became confirmed at thirteen—a significant moment reflecting an effort to
encourage girlsin religious practice. Her early writing demonstrated a
commitment to social justice; she authored pieces honoring Rabbi Stephen

S. Wise, who advocated for women's suffrage and Zionism.

3. During this pivotal year, in June 1946, Ruth contributed to the East
Midwood Bulletin with an editorial that addressed the aftermath of World
War |1, emphasizing the need for unity against prejudice and hatred. She
voiced the belief that only through collective effort could a safe, harmonious
world emerge—a sentiment underscored by Rabbi Alfred Bettleheim's

reflection on the dangers of prejudice.

4. This period of joy for Ruth’s family was marked by milestones; Ruth's
confirmation and graduation from eighth grade were celebrations of her
academic excellence and personal growth. However, these achievements
were overshadowed by her mother’ s battle with cancer, which began
disrupting their lives as Ruth entered high school. Faced with adversity, she
channeled her energy into academics and extracurricular activities,

employing discipline to cope with her mother’ s illness.

5. Known among peers for her beauty and warmth, Ruth's popularity did not
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detract from her academic diligence. She balanced rigorous study with
involvement in student government and musical pursuits, maintaining a
vibrant social presence despite the challenges at home. As high school drew
to a close, the deterioration of her mother's health cast a shadow over her
successes, culminating in Celid's death just days before Ruth's graduation.
The emotional weight of thisloss, coupled with her father's grief, led Ruth to
forgo her graduation ceremony, prioritizing familial support during atime of

profound sorrow.

This chapter poignantly illustrates Ruth Bader Ginsburg's early encounters
with faith, resilience, and the pursuit of justice, laying the foundation for her

future contributions as alegal pioneer and advocate for gender equality.

More Free Book %‘\


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb

Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embrace Resilience in the Face of Adversity

Critical Interpretation: In Ruth Bader Ginsburg's early experiences,
you are reminded of the incredible strength that can be found in
resilience. As she faced the challenge of her mother's iliness and the
profound grief that followed, Ruth transformed her sorrow into
determination, allowing her academic pursuits and passions to flourish
amidst the chaos. This powerful lesson teaches you that when
confronted with hardship, it iswithin your power to channel that
energy into growth and achievement. By viewing obstacles as
opportunities for personal development, you are inspired to confront
your own challenges with a similar tenacity and resolve, knowing that

every setback can serve as a stepping stone towards a brighter future.
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Chapter 3: Wiretapping: Cure Wor se than Disease?

In November 1953, Ruth Bader Ginsburg wrote a thought-provoking letter
to the editor of the Cornell Daily Sun regarding the proposal to allow
wiretap evidence in espionage cases, sparked by Attorney General Herbert
Brownell’s call for legidlative action. This letter showcased the early
development of Ginsburg'slegal thought and principles, reflecting her
deep-seated beliefsin civil liberties, individual rights, and the necessity of

balancing governmental powers with personal freedoms.

1. Ginsburg's formative years at Cornell were pivotal in shaping her
intellectual pursuits. Influenced by her distinguished professors, Viadimir
Nabokov and Robert E. Cushman, she honed her analytical skills and legal
acumen. Nabokov's artistic approach to language fostered Ginsburg's
appreciation for the power of precise word choice in communication, while
Cushman ignited her passion for law and social justice, exposing her to the

civil liberties challenges of the era, especially amidst the climate of
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Chapter 4 Summary: Marty Ginsburg's Favorite Subject

In the heart of Ruth Bader Ginsburg'sjourney, her relationship with Marty
Ginsburg stands as a testament to partnership and mutual respect that
flourished against the backdrop of their academic lives at Cornell University.
Ruth, a seventeen-year-old freshman, met Marty, an eighteen-year-old
sophomore, during a blind double date set up by mutual acquaintances. The
chemistry was immediate; Marty was captivated not only by Ruth's beauty
but also by her intellect, which unfolded during their subsequent dates. He
noted her refreshing lack of pretense among first-year students, appreciating
her ability to engage thoughtfully without rushing to fill silence.

1. Mutual Respect and Growth: While originally platonic due to existing
relationships with others, Ruth and Marty's bond deepened through shared
interests, notably their love for opera and academics. Marty strategically
enrolled in some of Ruth's classes — not only to enjoy her company but also
to benefit from her diligent notes when he missed lectures. This collegiate
camaraderie cultivated a profound friendship that seamlessly transitioned
Into a romantic relationship, culminating in an engagement that both

recognized as a natural step forward.

2. Supportive Partnership: Marty’s admiration for Ruth went beyond
personal affection; he actively encouraged her aspirations, fully supporting

her ambitions in an erathat often stunted women'’s professional growth. He
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celebrated her achievements and helped foster her self-belief, contributing to
the foundation of their marriage, which they both viewed as a powerful
aliance. Ruth reflected on this dynamic, noting how Marty made her feel

capable of surpassing her own expectations.

3. A Life of Shared Experiences Their journey together was marked by
humorous and intimate moments, such as atheatrical outing where Ruth
received applause from the audience, prompting Marty's cheeky quip about a
gathering of tax lawyersthat elicited a playful rebuttal from her. Marty
humorously recounted their shared experiences during speeches, painting the
picture of along and loving partnership interlaced with laughter, respect, and

amutual appreciation for each other's intellect and achievements.

4. L egacy of Equality: Reflections from colleagues and friends further
illuminate Ruth's impact on gender equality in the legal sphere. Marty
shared anecdotes illustrating Ruth’ s transformative work and her influence
on countless individuals through her advocacy in the 1970s. The profound
effect of her efforts resonated beyond her immediate circle, fundamentally
shaping discussions about gender discrimination in the legal system.

5. Continued Commitment: Asthey navigated their careers, including
Marty’ swork in tax law and Ruth’s groundbreaking tenure on the Supreme
Court, their bond only strengthened. Marty’ s humorous yet endearing

accounts highlighted the balance of their lives— his culinary contributions
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and Ruth’ sintellectual pursuits shaped a collaborative existence rather than
traditional roles. Thisblend of family life, shared ambitions, and
professional achievements created a legacy that both celebrated their
individual strengths and reflected the profundity of their partnership.

Ultimately, the introduction of Ruth Bader Ginsburg by Marty encapsulated
not just her accomplishments, but also the spirit of their enduring
connection. Their shared journey exemplified the importance of partnership
founded on mutual respect, admiration, and unwavering support, paving the
way for Ruth’s monumental contributionsto law and society. In Marty’s
affectionate recollections, we witness a narrative of love, laughter, and

legacy that serves as an inspiring testament to their life together.
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Chapter 5 Summary: Law and Lawyersin Opera

Ruth Bader Ginsburg’' s enduring passion for music, particularly opera, began
in her youth and influenced her perspective on the world of law.
Throughout her childhood in Brooklyn, Ginsburg was immersed in the arts,
playing the piano in her school's orchestra and attending various
performances, including operas tailored for children. This early exposure to
the operatic stage ignited a lifelong appreciation for the craft, leading her to
express a heartfelt desire to be a diva, despite acknowledging her lack of
vocal talent. Even as she ascended to her role as a Supreme Court Justice,
Ginsburg embraced opportunities to perform, delighting in cameos at the
Washington National Opera alongside colleagues like Justice Antonin
Scalia.

Ginsburg's remarks reflect her observations on the representation of law and
lawyers in opera, offering insights into how these themes resonate across
various narratives. While lawyers often appear in opera, they are rarely
portrayed positively. Instead, their roles tend to be minor, usually associated
with mundane tasks like authenticating marriage contracts. For instance, in
*Die Fledermaus* and * Porgy and Bess*, the portraya of lawyers highlights
their ineffectiveness, revealing a stark contrast to the more dramatic and

morally complex figures that populate operatic plots.

In opera, law enforcement plays a significant role, often as the source of
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tension in narratives. The setting of prisons and trials gives rise to poignant
arias and emotional confrontations. Ginsburg points to famous works such
as*Fidelio* and * Carmen*, where justice and legal procedures intersect
with themes of love and betrayal. Particularly illuminating is the way operas
like Wagner’s * Ring Cycle* underscore the importance of contracts and
obligations—central themesin the law encapsul ated in the maxim pacta sunt

servanda, or "agreements must be kept."

The presence of trials and judicial proceedings in operatic narratives raises
compelling questions about justice, morality, and human flaws. Ginsburg
references * Billy Budd*, where the captain grapples with a significant moral
guandary in upholding the law against understanding good and evil. This
captures a nuanced tension between legal obligations and ethical
considerations,; atheme mirrored in modern discussions about capital
punishment, asillustrated by Ginsburg's dissent concerning the death
penalty's application and implications.

This reflection transcends mere legal analysis, connecting themes from opera
to real-world legal dilemmas. Ginsburg emphasizes a dichotomy in legal
interpretation, drawing parallels between strict textual and purposive
readings seen in both legal settings and operatic narratives. She evokes
*Pirates of Penzance* to illustrate this idea, depicting how interpretation can

yield disparate outcomes depending on context and intent.
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In amore playful vein, she celebrates the affectionate rapport shared with
Justice Scalia, culminating in the creation of * Scalia/Ginsburg*, acomic
operathat showcases their differing legal philosophies while underscoring
their mutual respect for the judicial institution. It serves as areminder that
despite ideological differences, collaboration and collegiality remain crucial

for the Court's function.

Through her reflections, Ginsburg artfully weaves together the intricate
connections between law and opera, demonstrating how the dramatic
landscapes of music can illuminate the complexities of justice, ethics, and
human relationships. Her insights encourage us to consider how these artistic
expressions reflect and inform our understanding of legal principles and the
moral foundations upon which they rest. These themes resonate beyond the
operatic stage, prompting a dialogue about the role of law in our lives and
the ways in which art can enhance our comprehension of justice and

humanity.
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Chapter 6: Remembering Justice Scalia

In the heartfelt remarks delivered by Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg at the
memorial service for her close friend Justice Antonin Scalia, she reflected
on their deep, albeit contrasting, friendship that began during their time on
the U.S. Court of Appealsfor the D.C. Circuit in the 1980s. Despite
significant differencesin their judicial philosophies and political views,
Ginsburg emphasized the mutual respect and affection they had for one
another. Their relationship was characterized by warmth, humor, and a
shared dedication to their roles asjustices in the U.S. Supreme Court for

nearly twenty-three years.

1. Shared Respect: Ginsburg highlighted a defining aspect of their
friendship—the ability to appreciate each other’s character and intellect.
Scalia's own words underscored this sentiment as he acknowledged
Ginsburg's kindness, countering the perception of her being a "sourpuss.” He

delighted in her emotional capacity, recalling a poignant moment when she
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Chapter 7 Summary: The Scalia/Ginsburg Opera

In this chapter, Ruth Bader Ginsburg shares her experiences with Derrick
Wang's comic opera, " Scalia/Ginsburg," which presents a satirical portrayal
of the differing judicial philosophies of Justices Antonin Scaliaand
Ginsburg themselves. The opera, inspired by the greats of operatic tradition,
merges legal discourse with musicality to communicate a nuanced message

about constitutional interpretation.

1. The Collaboration: Ginsburg recounts the journey of how she and Justice
Scalia became involved in this unigque artistic endeavor. Derrick Wang, alaw
student and aspiring composer, approached them with the idea of expressing
their differing viewpoints through an operatic format. It captures the essence
of their professional relationship, which was characterized by mutual respect

despite ideological differences.

2. Personal Reflections. Ginsburg articulates her lifelong passion for opera,
revealing her dream of being agreat singer despite her humble
self-assessment as a performer. She humorously recounts a childhood music
teacher's critigue that limited her singing ambitions to the privacy of her
shower. This personal touch underscores her affection for the art form and

her excitement about the opera's realization.

3. Scalia's Perspective: Justice Scalia's prefatory remarks express his own
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theatrical aspirations, revealing a shared love for performance with
Ginsburg. He reflects on his musical background and expresses light-hearted
disappointment in not being able to take center stage in the opera,
emphasizing that their comical portrayal of judicial philosophy may serve a

greater purpose in showcasing their harmony amid differences.

4. The Opera's Themes: The excerpts from the opera highlight core themes
of judicial interpretation, including originalism versus a more flexible
understanding of the Constitution. Scalia passionately defends his originalist
approach, asserting that interpretations should adhere strictly to the text as
intended by the Framers, while Ginsburg advocates for an evolving

interpretation that reflects contemporary societal values and norms.

5. The Duet: One of the opera's climactic moments occurs in the duet "We
Are Different, We Are One," where Scalia and Ginsburg harmonizein a
profound acknowledgment of their differences paired with acommitment to
the Constitution and the judicial process. They celebrate the strength found
in diversity and the collaboration necessary for effective governance,
suggesting that their conflicting viewpoints can coexist and contribute to the

Court's mission.
The chapter captures an enriching dialogue on the interplay of law and art,

illustrating how the opera serves as a medium to convey significant judicia

philosophies while simultaneously showcasing the personal relationship
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shared by two iconic justices. Through humor and music, " Scalia/Ginsburg"
stands as a testament to the belief that collaboration across differences

enriches the fabric of American democracy.
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Chapter 8 Summary: TheLighter Sideof Lifeat the
Supreme Court

In Chapter 8 of "My Own Words," Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg shares
insights into the lighter aspects of life at the United States Supreme Court,
emphasizing collegiality among the Justices—a value she holds dear. Her
remarks, often delivered at various gatherings, explore the customs and
traditions that foster a sense of community and friendship within the Couirt,

blending personal anecdotes with reflections on the judicial experience.

1. Each day at the Supreme Court begins with a significant ritual:
handshakes among all Justices, totaling 36 handshakes each morning. This
simple act serves as afoundation for collegiality, setting a positive tone
before the day's legal discussions commence. These daily interactions extend
to communal lunchesin the Justices Dining Room, where they share meals
and discuss a variety of topics ranging from case performances to cultural

events, thereby deepening interpersonal relationships.

2. The camaraderie among the Justices is evident not only in their shared
meal s but also through unique traditions, such as toasting the birthdays of
fellow Justices and hosting welcoming dinners for new members of the
Court. Interspersed with these gatherings are occasional invited guests who
enrich conversations, including prominent figures such as former Secretary

of State Condoleezza Rice and notable international jurists. This blend of
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personal and professional dialogue bolsters the supportive atmosphere

within the Court.

3. Justice Ginsburg also highlights her involvement with the Supreme Court
Historical Society, taking part in programs that celebrate historical
milestones in women's rights and significant court cases. Such events
underline the importance of legal history and serve to educate both the

Justices and the public about the nuanced evolution of justice over time.

4. Other traditions include musicales and dinners that foster relationships
among women at the Court and in the Senate, demonstrating a commitment
to networking and solidarity among women in powerful positions. Each
year, significant cultural events like these provide a much-needed respite
from the demanding judicial schedule and nurture professional and personal

ties.

5. Justice Ginsburg acknowledges the inherent challenges and
responsibilities of working at the Supreme Court, noting that while the
Justices often face sharp disagreements on constitutional issues, these
differences do not detract from their respect for one another. The
commitment to uphold the integrity of the court is paramount, as echoed in
her alignment with former Chief Justice Rehnquist’s metaphor of the judge
as areferee, emphasizing the importance of making impartial rulings even in

the face of external pressures.
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Through her reflections, Justice Ginsburg illustrates that behind the rigorous
facade of Supreme Court deliberations lies a genuine sense of commitment
to both judicial duty and personal connection. Her emphasis on laughter,
mutual respect, and shared experiences depicts a vibrant community where
the pursuit of justiceis not only a calling but also a shared journey among

esteemed colleagues.
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Chapter 9: Belva L ockwood

In this chapter, Ruth Bader Ginsburg pays homage to Belva Ann Lockwood,
aremarkable figure whose indomitable spirit transformed the landscape for
women in law and politicsin the late 19th century. L ockwood, born in 1830
in New Y ork, faced numerous personal and societal challenges, including
becoming awidow with ayoung child at the age of 22. Undeterred by
adversity, she pursued education in a time when such opportunities for
women were scarce. Her tenacity led her to become a high school teacher, a

school principal, and ultimately, atrailblazer as alawyer.

L ockwood’ s quest for legal education began in 1869 when she applied to
D.C. law schools, only to be rebuffed due to outdated beliefs that women's
participation would somehow distract their male counterparts. Exhibiting
rel entless determination, she persevered and was eventually admitted to the
National University Law School, where she faced further obstacles,

including the denial of her diploma due to institutional sexism. Lockwood
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Chapter 10 Summary: Women's Progress at the Bar and
on the Bench

In this chapter of "My Own Words," Ruth Bader Ginsburg reflects on the
historical progress of women in the legal profession, both in terms of their
presence at the bar and representation on the bench. The narrative unfolds
through a historical lens, chronicling the barriers women have faced and
emphasizing the achievements of pioneering figures who have paved the

way for subsequent generations.

1. *Historical Context and Early Symbolism*: Ginsburg underscores the
longstanding skepticism towards women's roles in law, aviewpoint that has
evolved but persistsin many forms. She references two powerful female
figures from history: Pallas Athena, the Greek goddess of justice who
established legal systems to replace vengeance, and Deborah from the Bible,
a prophetess and judge whose authority commanded respect. These symbols
serve as reminders that women have always played pivotal rolesin justice
and governance, countering the prevailing notion that law is an exclusively

male domain.

2. *Barriersto Entry*: The journey for women in law was fraught with
challenges. It wasn't until 1869 that Arabella Mansfield became the first
woman to practice law in the United States, a momentous event

overshadowed by the persistent hostility that women faced within legal
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education and practice. Early women law students, such as those at
Columbia and University of Pennsylvania, encountered ridicule and
discrimination, with societal norms dictating that law was unsuitable for
women. Notably, an Illinois Supreme Court ruling in 1869 denied Myra
Bradwell's admission on the basis of her marital status, illustrating the

systemic biases against women's capabilitiesin the field.

3. *Progress Over Time*: Ginsburg vividly illustrates the dramatic increase
in women entering law schools and the legal workforce since the mid-20th
century. By the 1970s, women represented a critical massin law schooals,
climbing from negligible percentages to nearly 50% of all law students
today. Additionally, women have made significant strides within law
faculties and legal practice, questioning whether the traditional barriers have
truly been dismantled. Despite these advancements, issues remain, as

women still 1ag behind men in leadership roles within the legal profession.

4. * Continuing Challenges*: Although women currently constitute about
30% of the legal workforce, their representation in leadership positions
remains disproportionately low. Ginsburg highlights research revealing that
women envision their capabilities less favorably compared to their male
counterparts, leading to lower self-assessments and academic outcomes. In
the corporate legal world, women are underrepresented in senior positions
such as genera counsels and law firm partners, indicating a glass ceiling that

continues to impact their professional growth.
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5. *Significant Milestones* ;. Ginsburg recognizes the pivotal appointments
of women to the judicia bench, tracing the path from the early 20th century
to the present. Landmark appointments, beginning with Florence Allenin
1934, have opened doors for many women in the judiciary. The appointment
of Sandra Day O'Connor asthe first female Supreme Court Justice marked a
crucial milestone, followed by a significant increase in women appointees
under subsequent presidencies. Y et, even today, the pace of changeis
insufficient, and women judges still represent only about a quarter of the

federal judiciary.

Through this reflective analysis, Justice Ginsburg poignantly captures the
intricate interplay of progress and ongoing challenges faced by women in
law, rendering a narrative that is both an acknowledgment of achievements
and a call to action for continued advocacy. The chapter serves not only asa
testament to the remarkabl e strides made but also as areminder of the

obstacles still encountered on the path to true equality in the legal

profession.
Section Description
gfrg?er;cta;nd Ginsburg reflects on the skepticism towards women in law, highlighting
Earl historical figures like Pallas Athena and Deborah who exemplify
Symybolism women's roles in justice.
Barriers to The journey for women faced significant challenges, including social
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norms and legal barriers exemplified by Myra Bradwell's denied
admission due to marital status.

Since the mid-20th century, there has been a significant increase in
women in law schools, reaching nearly 50%, although leadership roles
still lag.

Women make up 30% of the legal workforce but are underrepresented
in leadership positions, facing a glass ceiling impacting their growth.

Notable judicial appointments have increased female representation,
with Sandra Day O'Connor as a landmark figure, but women judges
remain about 25% of the federal judiciary.

Ginsburg's analysis highlights both achievements and the ongoing
struggle for equality in the legal profession, urging continued advocacy.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Importance of Historical Representation

Critical Interpretation: Ginsburg's recount of historical female figures
in law—Iike Pallas Athena and Deborah—sends a powerful message
about the essential roles women play in justice. This realization can
inspire you to reflect on your journey, understanding that the barriers
faced today are not insurmountable, but rather part of a narrative you
can help shape. Embrace the strength and resilience of those who
forged paths before you and find inspiration in their achievementsto
stand firm in pursuing your goals, knowing that you, too, can

influence the path of future generations.
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Chapter 11 Summary: From Benjamin to Brandeisto
Breyer

In exploring the historical trgjectory of Jewish representation on the United
States Supreme Court, the narrative begins with Judah P. Benjamin, who,
though he was never appointed, holds the distinction of being one of the
earliest prominent Jewish figuresin American politics. Bornin 1811 in St.
Croix, Benjamin was raised in Charleston, South Carolina, within a
Sephardic Jewish family. Despite his upbringing steeped in Jewish
traditions, his adult life diverged from these roots; he married outside of his
faith and did not actively practice Judaism. When nominated by President
Millard Fillmore in 1853 for a Supreme Court position, Benjamin declined
the opportunity in favor of serving in the Senate, arole he held during atime
when the legidlative branch had not yet achieved the stature it holds today.
His declineisindicative of a complex relationship with Jewish identity and

professional ambition.

Benjamin's tenure as aU.S. Senator was punctuated by his efforts on behalf
of southern interests, and later, as part of the Confederate government, he
experienced the harsh realities of anti-Semitism and political ridicule. His
story illustrates a dual narrative—one of achieving high office juxtaposed
against a backdrop of societa prejudice. Following the Civil War,
Benjamin's fortunes reversed, compelling him to seek a future as a barrister

in England, where he successfully reinvented himself and contributed
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significantly to British law.

Contrasting Benjamin’s experiences, Louis Dembitz Brandeis marks a
turning point as the first officially recognized Jewish Justice on the Supreme
Court, serving from 1916 to 1939. Brandeis, aHarvard Law School graduate
and advocate for social reforms, emerged as aleading legal figure,
championing causes such as women'’s suffrage and free speech. Hisjudicial
philosophy emphasized the protection of civil liberties, criticizing the
tendency to let personal biases influence legal principles. Notably, Brandeis
contributions extended beyond the Court; he was a fervent supporter of
Zionism, advocating for a supportive community for Jews fleeing oppression

in Europe.

Brandeis approach contrasted with that of other Jewish justices, such as
Benjamin Cardozo and Felix Frankfurter. Ginsburg, highlighting her own
appointment alongside Justice Breyer by President Clinton, reflects on the
changing landscape for Jewish individualsin the judiciary. Unlike their
predecessors, she and Breyer were not cast in the light of representing a
specific "Jewish seat,” indicative of the progress and integration of Jewish

individuals into broader societal roles.
In conclusion, Ginsburg articulates the significant advancements achieved

by the Jewish community in the United States, noting that contemporary
Jewish justices are acknowledged for their qualifications rather than their

More Free Book %‘\



https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb

heritage. The contrast between Benjamin’ s experiences and the recognition
of Ginsburg and Breyer is stark, underscoring a transition from a climate of
exclusion and pregjudice to one where Jewish identity is embraced as part of
the collective diversity of the judicial system. The historical reflections serve
as atestament to the resilience and contributions of Jewish individualsin
shaping American law and society, highlighting an evolution toward

inclusivity and equality in the highest echelons of justice.
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Chapter 12: Three Brave Jewish Women

In Chapter 12 of "My Own Words," Ruth Bader Ginsburg expresses her deep
appreciation for the National Council of Jewish Women’'s award, which is
rooted in the principle of Tikkun Olam—the Jewish obligation to improve
and better the world. She highlights the profound connection between social
justice and Jewish tradition, drawing inspiration particularly from three
remarkable Jewish women whose lives and |legacies resonate with her

commitment to justice.

1. Emma Lazarusisintroduced as a pivotal figure, linked to the

esteemed jurist Benjamin N. Cardozo. Lazarus, an early Zionist, dedicated
her life to writing and advocating for her people long before the term
“Zionism” gained traction. Deeply humanitarian, her works reflected her
passionate commitment to welcoming immigrants to the United States.
Ginsburg notably references her famous poem, "The New Col ossus,"

inscribed at the base of the Statue of Liberty, which embodies the spirit of
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Chapter 13 Summary: Sandra Day O'Connor

In this heartfelt tribute to the remarkable Sandra Day O'Connor, the first
woman appointed to the U.S. Supreme Court, Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg
emphasizes O'Connor's exceptional qualities that have significantly shaped
the judicial landscape. Ginsburg opens by acknowledging the importance of
collegiality within the Court, noting that O'Connor has been a pivotal figure
in fostering camaraderie among justices, enhancing collaboration and
diplomatic ties with global counterparts. Her capacity to brighten the
atmosphere, especially in moments of disagreement, has been noted by her
peers, as Justice Breyer highlights her unique talent for restoring good

humor and focusing on constructive outcomes.

O'Connor's background on the Lazy B Ranch in Arizona equipped her with
resilience and resourcefulness. Described as not fitting the stereotypical
mold, she nonetheless proved more than capable; her experiences shaped her
preparedness to face challenges both personally and professionally.
Ginsburg recounts how O'Connor welcomed her as the junior justice, not
with intimidation but with practical guidance, empowering her to navigate

the complexities of the Supreme Court.

Perseverance is another hallmark of O'Connor’s legacy, illustrated by her
unwavering diligence during atough battle with breast cancer in 1988. Even

during her treatment, she attended every sitting of the Court, demonstrating
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remarkabl e strength and setting an example of hope for others grappling

with similar struggles.

Justice O'Connor's influence extended beyond the Court. She traveled
extensively to advocate for the rule of law in emerging democracies,
emphasizing the visibility and empowerment of women in leadership roles.
Her belief resonated deeply with the notion that as more women achieve

positions of power, societal barriers will gradually diminish.

Ginsburg reminisces on their time together, marked by a sense of solidarity
and mutual respect. Women justices, despite differing viewpoints, showed
that they could articulate distinct and powerful perspectives, underlining
their identities rather than allowing themselves to be overshadowed or

confused with one another by legal advocates.

Even in her retirement, O'Connor continues to contribute significantly to
society, notably through her creation of iCivics, an educational platform
aimed at teaching young students about civic engagement and the
government. Her commitment to judicial independence and educational
initiatives, along with her artistic foray into a theater production, showcases

her multifaceted contributions to both the judiciary and society at large.

Justice Ginsburg encapsulates O'Connor's influence and legacy as not just a

pioneer on the Supreme Court, but as a steadfast champion for women's
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rights, judicia integrity, and civic education, reinforcing the notion that a

woman'’s voice indeed carries substantial weight and power.
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Chapter 14 Summary: Gloria Steinem

In this chapter, Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg expresses her deep admiration
and appreciation for Gloria Steinem, a prominent figure in the feminist
movement. Ginsburg reflects on her own experiences and observations of
Steinem’ s remarkabl e contributions to society, particularly in shaping the

landscape of women's rights over generations.

1. Ginsburg opens with her excitement for the event, highlighting Steinem's
selfless nature and caring spirit. She recalls the impact of Ms. magazine,
which Steinem helped to launch, noting how it empowered both girls and

boys to embrace their true selves.

2. Recognized as the face of feminism, Steinem stands out not only for her
physical beauty but also for her profound capability for empathy. Ginsburg
emphasizes that while many celebrities may attract attention, Steinem
engages deeply with her audience, frequently prioritizing listening over

speaking.

3. Both Ginsburg and Steinem share a commitment to social change, with
Ginsburg comparing Steinem'’ s active travel for advocacy to her own
engagements on the Supreme Court. Steinem maintains her fitness by

navigating bustling airports and cities, reflecting her dynamic lifestyle.
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4. Ginsburg recounts a specific instance from the 1970s when they
participated in ajudicial conference that addressed the Equal Rights
Amendment (ERA). Initially, the audience was divided on the topic, but
after Steinem’ s persuasive discourse, support for the ERA grew

significantly, showcasing her ability to influence public opinion.

5. In closing, Ginsburg calls for a collective acknowledgment of Steinem’s
tireless efforts in advancing women's rights and creating a more equitable
society. She invites the audience to celebrate Steinem's legacy with an
enthusiastic tribute, reinforcing the importance of acknowledging leaders

who drive social progress.

Overadll, this chapter encapsulates the profound respect Ginsburg has for
Steinem’ s work and the shared mission to uplift women, highlighting the

crucia role of empathy and advocacy in fostering change.
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Chapter 15: Remembering Great L adies

In Chapter 15 of "My Own Words," Ruth Bader Ginsburg pays homage to
the significant but often overlooked contributions of women associated with
the Supreme Court, especially the wives of Justices during the 19th and early
20th centuries. Ginsburg emphasizes the need to "remember the ladies,"
drawing inspiration from Abigail Adams, and aimsto illuminate the lives of
these women who played pivotal roles behind their husbands’ judicia

careers.

1. Historic Figures. Among the women Ginsburg highlights are Polly
Marshall, Sarah Story, and Malvina Harlan, wives of prominent Justices.
Their stories reflect the complex dynamics of marriage and work during a

time when women could not serve as Justices themselves. Y et their lives

intertwined deeply with the institutions of the Court.

2. Scar ce Documentation: The challenge of preserving women's voicesis

Install Bookey App to Unlock Full Text and
Audio

Free Trial with Bookey


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb

N 4 th(

'
Try Bookey App to read 1000+
summary of world best books
Unlock Titles, Topics
New titles added every week

Brand %— Leadership & Collaboration @ Time Management (=) Relationship & Communication
ness Strategy @ Creativity Public Money & Investing @ Know Yourself {’_’P Positive F
? Entrepreneurship World History C\Q Parent-Child Communication @ Self-care é.i.:\ Mind & Spi

Insights of world best books

THINKING, ATOMIC HABITS
FAST AND SLOW Mastering the art of power, to

have the strength to confront
complicated situations

—

M

HOW TO TALK
TO ANYONE D:,::I).Du

Chiv

N'

&

pn
-

Free Trial with Bookey:



https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb

Chapter 16 Summary: Women and the Law

In her reflections on women and the law, Ruth Bader Ginsburg emphasizes
the enduring struggle for social and legal equality between genders, drawing
on historical context and contemporary developments. The symposium she
addresses serves as a platform for reassessment, catalyzed by both evolving
societal attitudes and legidlative advancements. Ginsburg anchors her
discourse in the foundational principle articulated by John Stuart Mill, which
posits that the legal subordination of one sex is fundamentally wrong and a

significant barrier to human progress.

1. Ginsburg highlights the historic inequality faced by women, particularly
in the context of employment and taxation. She notes that while there have
been strides towards recognizing women's rights—especially in
Scandinavian countries which have reformed tax systems to promote
individual income taxation—American tax law continues to penalize
dual-income families, reinforcing traditional marital structures that favor the
stay-at-home spouse. This analysis exposes how |egidlative measures can

entrench gender roles and limit women's economic independence.

2. Turning to employment law, Ginsburg discusses the protective legislation
that often paradoxically constrains women’ s opportunities. While designed
to shelter women from exploitation, such laws have frequently isolated them

from competitive job markets, perpetuating a cycle of discrimination.
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Progress achieved through landmark federal statutes like the Equal Pay Act
and Title VII of the Civil Rights Act demonstrates a shift towards an
egalitarian framework, supporting women's rights to equal remuneration and
job opportunities. Ginsburg underscores recent judicial interpretations that
dismantle outdated gender-based employment restrictions, propelling

women towards a more equitable participation in the workforce.

3. Education represents another critical arenafor gender equity where
Ginsburg notes significant strides, spurred by judicial progress. Cases such
as*Kirstein v. University of Virginia* signal aturning point in recognizing
women’ s rights to access higher education on equal terms with men. As
institutions begin to change admission policies voluntarily, thislegal
backdrop encourages educational equity and challenges the long-standing
exclusion embedded in both public and private educational systems. Despite
these advances, persistent resistance underscores the need for continued
vigilance and action against lingering stereotypes and biases that still inhibit

progress.

4. Ginsburg posits that the feminist movement is at a crucial juncture in the
early 1990s, emerging from the shadows of civil rights activism and
positioned to address systemic issues like environmental sustainability and
reproductive rights. She argues for a broader understanding of women's
liberation as avital societal concern that goes beyond individual gender

rights, incorporating the implications of family planning and environmental
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stewardship. This perspective frames women's equality as integral to societal

health and advancement.

5. Addressing the unfinished agenda for women's rights, Ginsburg calls for
sustained advocacy toward equal opportunity in employment, education, and
societal infrastructure, including childcare accessibility and fair taxation. By
recognizing the intersection of legal reform and societal attitudes, she
promotes a vision of an empowered, organized feminist movement equipped
with the political acumen necessary to secure broad support for equality. She
concludes that concerted efforts, driven by awareness and action, are

essential for realizing genuine equality and fostering an inclusive future.

Through Ginsburg's narrative, the discussion not only reflects on the
historical context of women's rights but also engages with ongoing
challenges, forging a path toward a more equitable society where gender no

longer dictates opportunity or dignity.
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Chapter 17 Summary: How the Tenth Circuit Court of
Appeals Got My Wife Her Good Job

In a poignant homage at the Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals conference,
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg delivered a speech originally prepared by her
late husband, Marty Ginsburg, a distinguished tax lawyer, law professor, and
culinary enthusiast. Marty, who passed away on June 27, 2010, had
meticuloudly crafted his remarks, aiming to address the Supreme Court's
rulings on tax cases—an often overlooked yet humorous subject. Justice
Ginsburg's delivery was marked by warmth and humor, gaining a standing

ovation from the attendees as she honored her husband’ s legacy.

1. The Significance of Pro Bono Work: The Ginsburgs' collaborative

legal journey began with a case involving a man named Charles E. Moritz,
who had been denied a dependent care tax deduction because of a
gender-biased statutory provision. Despite the tax law's restriction that
granted deductions to women, married couples, and certain classifications of
men, Moritz, asingle man, was left out. Thisinequity became the crux of
their argument when Ruth Ginsburg took on the appeal alongside her
husband.

2. The Moment of Decision: Upon discovering Moritz's case in the Tax
Court records while reading tax advance sheets, Marty urged Ruth to

examine it despite her initial reluctance. Within minutes, Ruth recognized
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the case’ s potential and decided they should represent Moritz pro bono. This
decision not only showcased her commitment to gender equality but also

marked a pivotal point in her legal career.

3. Expanding L egal Boundaries After participating in the Tenth

Circuit, where they successfully reprised the argument that Moritz was
unjustly denied equal protection under the law, Ruth gained prominence as
an advocate for women's rights. This case played a foundational role in her
later involvement with the ACLU, where she spearheaded efforts against

gender discrimination.

4. The Ripple Effect: The Tenth Circuit's favorable ruling for Moritz,
confirming his right to the tax deduction, led to significant ramifications.
When the government sought to contest the decision, citing its potential
impact on numerous federal statutes, it inadvertently contributed to a broader
litigation agenda that Ruth would champion over the years. The denial of
certiorari in Moritz served as a catalyst, fueling her advocacy against

sex-discriminatory laws.

5. Legacy and Reflection: Reflecting on this case, Ruth acknowledged

the profound impact of seemingly small legal actions on societal norms and
legal precedents. The Moritz case, with its modest monetary sum involved,
became a crucial stepping stone in addressing systemic gender biases within

tax law and beyond.

More Free Book %‘\



https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb

Justice Ginsburg concluded with atouch of humor, sharing the story of
Moritz's continued commitment to caring for his mother, encapsulating the
enduring significance of the case. The journey she shared not only celebrated
her husband’ s contributions but also underscored the power of collaboration
in changing history for the better, revealing the intricate ties between

personal stories and broader movements for equality.
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Chapter 18: The Frontiero Reply Brief

In the fall of 1970, Lieutenant Sharron Frontiero, stationed at Maxwell Air
Force Base, challenged federal laws that provided unequal benefits for
married military servicemembers, highlighting the systemic discrimination
against women in the military. Married male service members automatically
gualified their wives as "dependents,” allowing them to receive a housing
allowance and healthcare without any income-related conditions.
Conversdly, Frontiero, as a woman, was required to demonstrate that her
husband, Joseph, depended on her for over half of their living expenses to
access the same benefits. Despite bearing most of their financial burden,
Sharron's claim fell short of the legal threshold set by the federal law,
leading her to file alawsuit against military officials for violating her right

to equal protection under the law.

The case ultimately reached the U.S. Supreme Court, where Ruth Bader

Ginsburg, then alaw professor and representative of the American Civil
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Chapter 19 Summary: The Need for the Equal Rights
Amendment

The historical journey towards gender equality in the United States has been
intricately tied to the efforts surrounding the proposed Equal Rights
Amendment (ERA). On March 22, 1972, the U.S. Senate passed the ERA,
which aimed to ensure that rights under the law could not be denied based
on sex. Despite this advancement, a strong countermovement emerged,
notably led by conservative activist Phyllis Schlafly. Her STOP ERA
organization successfully halted the ratification movement, resulting in the
expiration of the amendment in 1982 without achieving the necessary states

endorsements.

Despite the setback, Ruth Bader Ginsburg continued to advocate for the
principles of the ERA, emphasizing itsimportance in framing a
constitutional guarantee for gender equality. In her reflections, she
articulated a vision for future generations, where her granddaughters would
confront an explicit declaration of equality in the Constitution. Ginsburg
highlighted the historical context of gender inequality in the legal
framework, tracing back to the Civil War amendments and the concerns of
early feminists regarding the exclusionary language that hinted at women's

secondary status.

1. Historical Context: The struggle for a constitutional guarantee of
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equality began well before the 1972 ERA proposal, with women activists
recognizing that suffrage was just a starting point. They sought
comprehensive legal recognition that would ensure equal rightsin all aspects

of life, not just the right to vote.

2. Legidative Efforts and Challenges Achievements such as the Equal
Pay Act of 1963, Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, and Title I X of
the Education Amendments of 1972 have made strides towards equality, yet
they do not represent the complete overhaul necessary to eliminate gender
discrimination entirely. Ginsburg pointedly criticized the limited scope of
these laws and advocated that without the impetus of the ERA, significant

legidlative changes are unlikely to occur.

3. Opposition Arguments Critics of the ERA raised several concerns

about its potential consequences, arguing that it would undermine protective
labor laws for women, alter divorce standards, and force women into
military service. Ginsburg countered these fears with historical context,
evidencing that challenges to protective labor laws have overwhelmingly
come from women seeking equal opportunities, not from employers seeking

to exploit labor.
4. Judicial Landscape Ginsburg noted the constraints and inequalities

highlighted by Supreme Court rulings historically. The Court's reluctance to

reinterpret the status of women indicates a systemic issue that the ERA
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could address by establishing a clear constitutional basis for gender equality.

5. Future Implications Ginsburg emphasized that the ERA would not
dismantle protections but rather ensure that laws benefitting one sex could
be extended universally. It would dismantle antiquated notions constraining
both men and women based on gender roles, leading to a framework where

individuals are evaluated based on merit rather than immutable

characteristics.

In summation, the ERA represents an opportunity to enshrine the principle
of gender equality within the U.S. Constitution, solidifying the commitment
to civil rightsfor all individuals, irrespective of sex. Ginsburg' s advocacy
remains pivotal in the ongoing discourse about the need for comprehensive
gender equality legislation, underscoring that past efforts must not stall

progress towards a more equitable legal system.

Key o
Themes Description
The struggle for constitutional guarantees of equality goes back before
Historical 1972, recognizing that suffrage was just a starting point. Activists sought
Context comprehensive legal recognition for equal rights in all life aspects
beyond voting.
Legislative While laws like the Equal Pay Act and Title VIl have made strides,
Eff%rts and Ginsburg criticized their limited scope and advocated for the ERA as
essential for significant legislative change to eliminate gender
Challenges

discrimination.
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Description

Critics argued the ERA could undermine protective labor laws and alter
divorce standards, but Ginsburg countered these fears with historical
evidence showing that women have largely led challenges to such laws.

Ginsburg highlighted historical Supreme Court rulings that have
perpetuated inequalities, indicating the need for the ERA to provide a
constitutional basis for addressing gender equality.

The ERA would not dismantle protections but extend legal benefits
universally, aiming to eliminate gender roles and evaluate individuals
based on merit.

The ERA represents the opportunity to enshrine gender equality in the
U.S. Constitution, reinforcing civil rights for all, and Ginsburg’'s advocacy
is crucial in promoting ongoing discourse for comprehensive equality
legislation.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Continuing the Fight for Equality

Critical Interpretation: Ginsburg's unwavering commitment to the
Equal Rights Amendment serves as a powerful reminder that the
journey towards justice is ongoing and requires each of usto
contribute. Her belief that future generations should inherit aworld
where equality is enshrined in the Constitution encourages you to
stand up for the rights of all people and to realize that advocating for
equality doesn’'t end with legislation—it’ s a continuous effort that
spans generations. Embracing Ginsburg's legacy, you can inspire
change in your community, challenge discriminatory practices, and
strive to ensure that all individuals are recognized for their capabilities
rather than their gender. This conviction can ignite your passion to
engage actively in social justice movements, reinforcing the idea that

every step towards equality makes a significant impact.
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Chapter 20 Summary: The VMI Bench Announcement

In Chapter 20 of "My Own Words," Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg presents a
compelling and historical bench announcement regarding the Supreme
Court's decision in the case of United Statesv. Virginia, commonly referred
to asthe VMI case. This decision, delivered on June 26, 1996, marks a
pivotal moment in the ongoing struggle for gender equality in education and
reflects Ginsburg’ s deep commitment to the principles of equal protection

under the law.

The case centered around the Virginia Military Institute (VMI), the only
single-sex public institution in Virginia, which had exclusively admitted
men since itsinception in 1839. Ginsburg highlighted that a number of
women were seeking admission to VMI, believing that they were capable of
meeting the rigorous standards required of cadets. The United States,
representing these women, argued that reserving opportunities at VMI solely
for men constituted a violation of the Equal Protection Clause of the

Fourteenth Amendment.

The journey through the legal system had been complex. Initially, the
District Court ruled in favor of VMI, maintaining that its all-male
environment served a state interest in promoting diverse educational
programs. However, the Fourth Circuit Court later overturned that ruling,

suggesting that an educational program created for women at Mary Baldwin
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College, known as the VirginiaWomen's Institute for Leadership (VWIL),
was an adequate alternative, despite its differing methodology from VMI.

Ginsburg and her fellow justices ultimately determined that this alternative
was insufficient. She emphasized that a constitutional violation had
occurred, as the women who could meet VM|’ s standards were being denied
the chance to pursue an education that could nurture their leadership
potential. Crucially, the Court set arigorous standard for evaluating
sex-based classifications, stating that any government entity must provide an
“exceedingly persuasive justification” for policies that create gender
distinctions. This standard aimed to ensure that no one would be barred from
opportunities based solely on broad generalizations or fixed notions

regarding gender roles.

The Court's ruling was based on the understanding that denying women
access to VMI represented alack of equal opportunity in avaluable
educational setting. It rgjected the idea that any governmental policy could
limit women's rights based on traditional stereotypes about their abilities,
drawing from prior precedence set in Mississippi University for Women v.
Hogan. As such, the Court sought a remedy that not only recognized the
constitutional violation but also rectified it, making clear that women
deserving of aVVMI-caliber education could not be relegated to an inferior

option.
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Consequently, the Court concluded that the Fourth Circuit's prior judgment
was reversed, mandating ajudicial review that aligned with their findings.
This announcement celebrated a critical win in the fight for gender equality
in education, affirming that women are entitled to the same opportunities as
men and underscoring the importance of alegal framework that champions
egual rights. Justice Ginsburg's delivery of this opinion stands out as one of
her most personally gratifying moments on the bench, advocating for a
vision of Americawhere everyone, regardliess of gender, has access to the

same educational opportunities.
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Chapter 21: Advocating the Elimination of Gender-Based
Discrimination

In the 1970s, a burgeoning feminist movement took hold in the United
States, and Ruth Bader Ginsburg, during that period, served as alaw teacher
and general counsal for the American Civil Liberties Union, playing a
pivotal role in advancing women'’s rights on the human rights agenda. The
decade marked a significant shift in the legal landscape, especially regarding
gender-based discrimination, as the prevailing notions of equality evolved to

respond to the contemporary societal climate.

1. Constitutional Context and Early Legal Challenges The U.S.
Constitution, unlike many global documents enacted post-1970, lacks
explicit provisions against gender discrimination, summoning alegal
environment where women' s rights were often overlooked. The judiciary
had a history of narrow interpretations of the Fourteenth Amendment's equal

protection clause. Notably, the Supreme Court's dismissal of women’s equal
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Chapter 22 Summary: Rose Garden Acceptance Speech

On June 14, 1993, Ruth Bader Ginsburg, accompanied by President Bill
Clinton, made a significant entrance into American legal history. Under the
radiant sun of the Rose Garden at the White House, President Clinton
delivered a heartfelt ten-minute speech announcing Ginsburg's nomination to
the Supreme Court, articulating three compelling reasons for his choice. He
praised her as one of the best judges in the nation, celebrated her pioneering
achievements for women’ s rights, and expressed confidence in her ability to
foster consensus on the court. The President emphasized that Ginsburg's
extensive experience and commitment to fairness made her an ideal
candidate capable of addressing the needs of the underrepresented and
reinforcing the belief that the Constitution protects all citizens, not just the

powerful.

In addressing the audience, President Clinton described an exhaustive
selection process that underscored Ginsburg's qualifications while also
mentioning other potential candidates, ultimately signaling a bipartisan
approach to her confirmation. After his remarks, the stage was set for
Ginsburg to deliver her acceptance speech, a moment marked by atouching
display of family support, as she introduced her husband, son, and

son-in-law before proceeding with her speech.

Ginsburg's acceptance was both a personal and a historic moment. She
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expressed profound gratitude for the trust placed in her by the President and
acknowledged the ongoing fight for gender equality in the judiciary. She
highlighted the progress made since President Carter's administration, noting
the increasing presence of women in legal roles, positing this change as both
significant and inevitable. Reflecting on her own educational experiences,
Ginsburg pointed out the dramatic shift in gender representation in law
schools, suggesting that doors that were once closed are now open wider

than ever, thanksin part to legislation like Title VII.

Moreover, she invoked a personal anecdote from her daughter Jane,
illustrating the generational hopes for women's advancement in law. When
discussing her judicial philosophy, Ginsburg underscored the importance of
fairness, guided by principles put forth by Chief Justice Rehnquist and
Justice O'Connor. These principles emphasized intellectual honesty,
self-restraint, and individual autonomy, establishing a framework for her
judicial approach.

Acknowledging her support system, Ginsburg expressed her admiration for
the women’ s movement, the civil rights movement, her colleagues, and most
importantly, her family. Her mention of her mother, Celia Amster Bader,
resonated deeply with the audience, a poignant reminder of the sacrifices
made by earlier generations of women. Ginsburg concluded her speech with
optimism for her future role, expressing her eagerness to serve the law and

society.
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As Ginsburg finished, the emotional impact of her words left the audience in
a state of collective recognition and approval. President Clinton was visibly
moved, shedding tears, and praising her for the effectiveness of her speech.
In reflections years later, he acknowledged Ginsburg’ s profound influence as
a Justice and arole model for women, underscoring her commitment to
maintaining the integrity of the Constitution while advocating for equality.
The day marked not only Ginsburg's historical appointment but also her
emergence as a defining figure in the pursuit of justice and equality in the

American legal landscape.
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Chapter 23 Summary: Senate Confirmation Hearing
Opening Statement

In Chapter 23 of "My Own Words," Ruth Bader Ginsburg recounts her
transition from nominee to Justice of the Supreme Court. The journey,
marked by her Senate confirmation hearing in July 1993, emerged from the
president's nomination, requiring the Senate's consent as part of the
constitutional framework. The atmosphere of the hearing was notably
congenial, a stark contrast to the previous contentious confirmations of
Robert Bork and Clarence Thomas. Senators from both parties expressed
respect for Ginsburg's qualifications, praising her intelligence and

commitment to equality.

1. The Opening Statements: Senator Joseph Biden welcomed Ginsburg
warmly, noting that the media's lack of controversy surrounding the hearings
was awelcome change. Other senators reiterated this positive atmosphere,
emphasizing congeniality over confrontation. Ginsburg was introduced by
prominent figures including Senators Daniel Patrick Moynihan and Alfonse

D’ Amato, highlighting her wide support and respect within the Senate.

2. Ginsburg's Personal Presentation: Ruth expressed her gratitude towards
her family, friends, and colleagues, describing the deep personal support that
had shaped her career. She shared humorous anecdotes involving her

grandchildren and the personal significance of these connections, fostering a
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light-hearted yet sincere tone. In her opening statement, she articulated the
influence of her upbringing in Brooklyn and emphasized her commitment to

the principles of equality and justice for all.

3. Ginsburg' s Judicial Philosophy: Ginsburg framed her judicial approach
not in terms of being strictly liberal or conservative, but as one deeply rooted
in constitutional democracy. She highlighted the vital role of the judiciary in
upholding the law impartially and stressed the importance of judicia
independence and the need for judges to engage in decisions reflective of the

democracy's needs, without succumbing to political pressures.

4. The Senate's Deliberations: The hearing unfolded over several days,
encompassing extensive question-and-answer sessions sprinkled with
respect and warmth. Senators thanked Ginsburg on behalf of their daughters
for her advocacy for gender equality. Ginsburg handled questions
thoughtfully, maintaining her stance not to preview how she would rule on

future cases, thereby upholding the integrity of the judicial office.

5. The Final Vote and Confirmation: Following a series of panels that
overwhelmingly supported her nomination, the Senate Judiciary Committee
unanimously voted in favor of Ginsburg. The ultimate Senate vote was also
resoundingly positive, confirming her as the 107th Justice of the United
States Supreme Court. Ginsburg’ s confirmation was heralded not just for her

gualifications but for the promise of amore inclusive judiciary, reflecting a
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broader array of experiences and perspectives.

6. Reflections on Judicial Service: Ginsburg's early predictions of an
increasing presence of women on the Supreme Court laid the groundwork
for future generations. Her judicial philosophy embraced aliving
Constitution, engaging with contemporary interpretations and evolving
ideals of justice, while championing the rule of law and respect for all

individuals.

Through her poised testimony, recounting her personal journey, and
expounding on the principles of justice, Ruth Bader Ginsburg set the
foundation for her role on the Supreme Court, embodying the spirit of
determination and equality that would characterize her tenure. The
confirmation marked a significant milestone not only for Ginsburg but for

the representation of women in top judicial positionsin America.
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Chapter 24: Workways of the Supreme Court

In this lecture, Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg provides an insightful overview
of the workings and decision-making processes of the U.S. Supreme Court,
emphasi zing the importance of understanding court proceduresto fully grasp

the substantive legal issues at play.

1. The Review Granting Process The Supreme Court serves asthe final
arbiter on questions of federal law, often dealing with complex legal issues
rather than correcting errors from lower courts. The Court reviews a select
group of cases, focusing primarily on those with significant disagreements
among lower courts, referred to as "deep splits." Every year, the Court
receives approximately 6,000 to 7,000 petitions for review but grants only
about 15 percent for further discussion. The process begins with a
confidential conference held before the term starts, followed by regular
meetings throughout the year to assess ongoing petitions. Each petition is

thoroughly summarized by law clerks, and decision-making relies heavily on
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Chapter 25 Summary: Judicial Independence

Judicial independence stands as a cornerstone of the rule of law within any
democratic society, embodying the principle that judges must be free from
influences that could compromise impartiality. The U.S. federal court
system is framed by the Constitution to protect this independence, granting
federal judges lifetime appointments and ensuring their salaries cannot be
diminished by Congress. This architectural design amsto insulate the
judiciary from potential coercion by the legidative and executive branches

of government.

Historical precedentsillustrate the fragility of thisindependence. A notable
exampleis President Franklin Delano Roosevelt's 1937 proposal to "pack”
the Supreme Court when it ruled against his New Dedl initiatives. His plan
to add Justice for each incumbent over seventy years old met with public
backlash and ultimately failed, highlighting a broader understanding that
judicial interference to suit political whims undermines the judiciary’ srole

as an equal branch of government.

Despite constitutional safeguards, modern threats to judicial independence
persist, manifesting particularly when courts make rulings that conflict with
congressional expectations. A significant case that stirred controversy was
the 2005 Terri Schiavo case, where federal courts refused to override state
court decisions on behalf of Schiavo’s parents. This prompted sharp
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criticism from legislators, including threats of accountability measures
against judges. Moreover, violence against judges became a disturbing trend,
exemplified by murdersthat led to dangerous rhetoric linking judicial

decisions to societal unrest.

L egislative attempts to reform or regulate the judiciary have taken various
forms, including proposals for an inspector general to investigate judicia
misconduct, which raised concerns about the autonomy of federal judges.
Additional proposals sought to restrict judicial reliance on foreign law,
i[lustrating misconceptions about the judiciary’ s operational framework.
Judges reference international norms not as binding precedents but as

informative context when addressing similar constitutional questions.

Despite the bleak landscape, there are strong defenders of judicial integrity
across the political spectrum. Editorialsin influential publications and
comments from political figures emphasize the need to respect judicia
processes, irrespective of occasional unpopular rulings. Historical patterns
suggest that although threats like impeachment loom, they remain unlikely
due to the rarity of successful impeachments based on political

disagreements rather than actual misconduct.
Further concerns arise from the politicization of judicial nominations, as

ideological biases play a significant role in both stalls and confirmations of

judicial candidates. These politically charged processes contribute to judicial
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vacancies, straining the capacity of courts to handle their caseloads
effectively.

Various jurisdiction-limiting bills proposed in Congress echo attempts
throughout U.S. history to restrict judicial authority after unpopular rulings.
However, previous efforts within the timeline of U.S. history suggest a
resilience in the federal court system against such measures. The notion of a
legislative override of judicial rulings raises apprehension regarding the
preservation of fundamental democratic values, which the Constitution

rightly shields from majority pressures.

Additionally, the issue of elected judges at the state level presents a complex
relationship with judicial independence, raising questions about how judges

can uphold impartiality while being accountable to voters.

In conclusion, judicial independence is fundamental to maintaining the
integrity of the legal system in the United States, asreiterated by legal
scholars from diverse ideological backgrounds. Their consensus underscores
the critical importance of safeguarding judicial independence for the health
of democracy, asserting that undermining this principle could jeopardize

foundational liberties and the rule of law.

Key Concepts Details
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Key Concepts

Judicial
Independence

U.S. Federal Court
System

Historical Example

Modern Threats

Legislative
Proposals

Defenders of
Judicial Integrity

Politicization of
Nominations

Jurisdiction-Limiting
Bills

Elected Judges

Conclusion
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Details

Essential for the rule of law, judges must be free from external
influences.

Constitution ensures lifetime appointments and protected
salaries for judges.

FDR's 1937 court-packing proposal highlighted fragility of judicial
independence.

Conflicts arise when court rulings oppose congressional
expectations, exemplified by the Terri Schiavo case.

Attempts to investigate judicial misconduct and limit reliance on
foreign law questioned judicial autonomy.

Support for judicial processes exists regardless of unpopular
rulings, but impeachment remains unlikely.

Ideological biases affect confirmations, leading to judicial
vacancies and strained court capacity.

Historical attempts to restrict judicial authority persist, but
resilience prevails in the court system.

The relationship between accountability and impartiality raises
concerns.

Judicial independence is pivotal for democracy, with broad
consensus on its protection being crucial for foundational
liberties.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Judicia Independence as a Pillar of Democracy

Critical Interpretation: Imagine standing in aworld where the law is
upheld not just by the weight of its text, but by the unwavering
commitment of judges to remain free from external pressures. The key
insight from this chapter illuminates how judicia independence serves
as the bedrock for democracy itself. It inspires you to value the
impartiality in your own decision-making, urging you to shield your
principles from the noise of external influences, regardless of whether
they come from peers, politics, or societal expectations. Just as the
federal judges draw strength from their lifelong tenure to remain
steadfast defenders of justice, you too can strive to cultivate aresilient
character that prioritizes fairness and integrity, ensuring that your
actions reflect your true values rather than capitulating to the whims of

popular opinion.
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Chapter 26 Summary: Tributeto Chief Justice Rehnquist

Ruth Bader Ginsburg delivered a heartfelt tribute to Chief Justice William
Hubbs Rehnquist, reflecting on his distinguished thirty-three-year tenure on
the Supreme Court, including the final nineteen years as Chief Justice.
Ginsburg noted that his battle with illness curtailed what many hoped would
be along and enduring leadership at the Court. In her tribute, she
emphasized his fairness, efficiency, and ability to manage the complexities
of the Court's dynamics, stating that he was the fairest and most effective

|leader she experienced among her bosses.

1. Leadership Style: Rehnquist's |eadership was distinguished by his ability
to maintain order and time management among the Justices. He assigned
writing responsibilities for majority opinions with fairness, ensuring
workloads were evenly distributed and deadlines adhered to. This efficiency
was complemented by his sense of humor, which helped enhance the

functioning of the Court.

2. Communication Skills: Ginsburg celebrated Rehnquist's
straightforwardness and lack of pretension in communication. His candid
response to his appointment as Chief Justice exemplified thistrait, as he
acknowledged that career opportunities at his age were rare without

elevating the importance of the moment.
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3. Legal Journey: Rehnquist's career spanned various roles in the legal arena,
from law clerk to Justice to Chief Justice. His brief foray into trial court
proceedings showcased his adaptability and willingness to engage fully with
the judicial process, though he quickly recognized the need to return to his
rightful place on the Supreme Couirt.

4. Principles of Judicial Independence: Ginsburg underscored Rehnquist’s
belief in the independence of the judiciary as a cornerstone of democracy,
urging Congress to protect the authority of the Third Branch of government

in his speeches and reports.

5. Underrated Decisions. Ginsburg recounted significant moments that
revealed Rehnquist's capacity for empathy and understanding, such as his
supportive actions during her treatment for cancer and his unexpected

concurrence in landmark cases that challenged traditional views on gender

equality.

6. Personal Reflections: Ginsburg noted Rehnquist's private nature, revealing
that while they often held differing opinions, moments of mutual respect and
understanding characterized their working relationship. His steadfast

|eadership style and commitment to judicial excellence left an indelible mark

on the Court and its operations.

In summary, Ginsburg's tribute paints a portrait of Rehnquist as a complex
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man: a dedicated jurist, effective leader, and respected colleague whose
legacy will continue to influence the Supreme Court and the judicial system
at large. As he managed the intricate balance of authority and decorum
within the Court, he embodied the qualities that many aspireto in judicial
leadership.
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Chapter 27: The Madison Lecture

In her Madison Lecture, Ruth Bader Ginsburg addresses two central themes:
human rights and the administration of justice, focusing on the significance
of judicial collegiality and moderation in decision-making. She draws on her
extensive experience over three decades in law and judicial practice,
beginning in the 1960s, highlighting the evolution of judicial philosophy in
response to societal changes. Ginsburg begins by referencing the original
expectations of America s founders, particularly James Madison's vision of
judiciary as guardians of human rights. Madison articulated the crucial role
of independent courts in safeguarding rights against governmental
encroachment, a sentiment echoed by Alexander Hamilton in recognizing

the judiciary's essential but restrained function.

1. Collegiality in Appellate Decision-M aking: Ginsburg elaborates on
how appellate courts function within diverse judicial traditions, particularly

contrasting the British practice of individual opinions with the collective
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Chapter 28 Summary: “ A Decent Respect to the Opinions
of [Human]kind”

Ruth Bader Ginsburg's lecture, titled “ A Decent Respect to the Opinions of
[Human]kind: The Value of a Comparative Perspective in Constitutional
Adjudication,” underscores the significance of considering international
perspectives when interpreting constitutional law in the United States. The
phrase “Decent Respect” originates from the Declaration of Independence,
which emphasi zes the necessity of explaining the reasons for separation
from Britain to the “candid World.” This historical context establishes that
the framers of the Constitution were aware of the U.S.'s role within the
global community and the influence of international law on national

legidlation.

1. The Evolution of International Law in American Jurisprudence Gins
burg references Article VI of the Constitution, highlighting that treaties hold
the same weight as federal laws. The notion of “law of nations’ isintegral to
this discussion, revealing how U.S. courts, since their inception, have

acknowledged international law as a guiding principle, while being judicious

about foreign laws and decisions.

2. Personal Journey and Compar ative L aw: Reflecting on her own early
career, Ginsburg shares her involvement in comparative law through her

work on civil procedure in Sweden. This experience broadened her
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perspective, revealing that U.S. systems could benefit from international
insights, albeit recognizing that not all methods are directly transferable to

American jurisprudence.

3. Integration of International Perspectivesin U.S. Cases Ginsburg cites
the landmark case Reed v. Reed, where she introduced foreign legal
precedents to influence a Supreme Court decision on gender equality.
Although the Court didn't explicitly reference her examples, the
psychological impact of comparative perspectives was essential in

promoting progressive judicial reformsin the United States.

4. Modern Implications of International Law: In contemporary
discussions on judicial appointments, such as Elena Kagan’'s confirmation
hearings, Ginsburg notes the contentiousness surrounding the use of
international law in U.S. courts. Critics argue against drawing on foreign
judicial reasoning, yet Ginsburg maintains that understanding international
legal developments enhances the competence of judges facing complex

ISSuUes.

5. Court’s Recognition of Global Standards Ginsburg illustrates that
recent Supreme Court decisions have increasingly incorporated global

viewpoints, particularly on issues of human rights. Cases such as * Atkinsv.

Virginia*, *Lawrence v. Texas*, and * Boumediene v. Bush* demonstrate

the Court's acknowledgment of a*“world community” perspective, often
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consulting foreign law as a means to gauge evolving standards of decency

and human rights.

6. The Dialogue between Domestic and | nternational Law. She
underscores the importance of a dialogue between U.S. interpretations of
law and international standards, emphasizing that while foreign decisions do
not dictate U.S. law, they provide valuable insights that can inform judicial
reasoning. Learning from these varied systems can enhance domestic legal

reasoning, particularly in protecting fundamental rights.

7. Judicial Humility and Evolving Standards Ginsburg advocates for a
humbl e approach to law that respects and learns from other nations,
recognizing that the U.S. judiciary is not aloof from the evolving global

legal landscape. This humility is further underscored by her reference to the
challenges faced by democracies in balancing security concerns with respect

for human rights, as articulated by justices around the world.

8. Final Thoughts on Democratic Values Ginsburg ultimately expresses
optimism that the U.S. Supreme Court will continue to strive for a“decent
respect” for international opinions, which aids in navigating the complexities
of modern governance and human rights advocacy. She concludes by
echoing the sentiment that maintaining a commitment to individual rightsis

essential in the face of pressing global challenges.
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Through this lecture, Ginsburg not only promotes a forward-thinking
interpretation of law but also advocates for a thoughtful and comparative
approach to jurisprudence that recognizes the interconnectedness of global
legal principles. In doing so, she underscores the necessity of ajudiciary that
respects both domestic ideals and international standards, reinforcing the

ideals of democracy and human dignity.
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Chapter 29 Summary: Human Dignity and Equal Justice
Under Law

In Chapter 29 of "My Own Words" by Ruth Bader Ginsburg, the author
explores the significance of the landmark Supreme Court decisions of
*Brown v. Board of Education* and *Loving v. Virginia*, alongside an
examination of affirmative action, human rights, and the ongoing quest for

equality in the United States and beyond.

1. The *Brown* decision, which declared racial segregation in public
education unconstitutional, emerged against a global backdrop of war and
pervading racism. Following World War 11, a shifting international
perception of racial injustice pressured the United States to reassess its own
policies, particularly regarding segregation and discrimination. The decision
was not isolated; it resonated globally, positively impacting international
human rights initiatives and prompting discourse about equality and justice

worldwide.

2. Renowned figures like Chief Justice Earl Warren noted that Nazi
Germany's extremities highlighted Americasracial contradictions. The
horrors of the Holocaust served as amirror to the injustices faced by African
Americans, prompting the U.S. to confront itsracial policies. The * Brown*
decision catalyzed a worldwide reaction, perceived as areaffirmation of

fundamental American values—namely, the belief that all people are entitled
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to equal rights.

3. Ginsburg draws connections between * Brown* and subsequent rulings,
like *Loving v. Virginia*, which invalidated laws against interracia
marriage. The Lovings, whose love transcended racial boundaries,
epitomized the struggle for love and equality against systemic oppression.
Their case challenged the very fabric of segregation laws and highlighted the

importance of personal dignity and rightsin achieving justice.

4. Ginsburg discusses the importance of affirmative action as atool for
addressing historical injustices. She draws on international examples,
illustrating how modern laws and constitutions, like those of India and South
Africa, embrace affirmative measures to combat inequality. Although the
U.S. Constitution does not explicitly endorse such measures, affirmative
action has evolved through various governmental and judicial avenuesto

help rectify past discrimination.

5. The chapter reflects on the challenges and controversies surrounding
affirmative action, emphasizing its potential to foster diversity while also
invoking resistance from those feeling unfairly treated by such policies.
Ginsburg argues for the necessity of these measures to ensure equal
opportunity, asserting that a diverse society enriches democracy and civil

life.
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6. The ongoing dialogue around race, gender, and equality remains relevant.
Ginsburg calls attention to the need for continued advocacy to protect the
rights of marginalized groups and emphasizes that the quest for equal
citizenship is far from over. Her reflections encourage empowerment
through education and civic participation, reinforcing the idea that every

individual can contribute to societal improvement.

In summary, Ruth Bader Ginsburg’ s insights in this chapter underscore the
essential interplay between historical strugglesfor civil rights and the
continuing journey toward equal justice. She articulates a vision for a society
where all individuals, irrespective of race or gender, can achieve their
aspirationsin atruly equitable environment. Through her rich narrative,
Ginsburg champions the principles of human dignity and justice, urging

future generations to remain committed to the cause of equality.

More Free Book %‘\


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb

Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of continued advocacy for equal rights.
Critical Interpretation: Asyou reflect on the hard-fought victories
achieved in landmark cases like * Brown v. Board of Education* and
*Loving v. Virginia*, let these powerful storiesignite afire within
you to advocate for equality and justice in your own life. Each of us
has arole to play in the ongoing quest for civil rights; whether it’s
standing up for those whose voices are silenced or educating ourselves
and others about the importance of diversity and inclusion, your
actions matter. Remember that true change begins at the individual
level, and by engaging in thoughtful dialogue, supporting affirmative
action, and participating in civic activities, you contribute to a future

where dignity and justice are not just ideals, but lived realities for all.
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Chapter 30: The Role of Dissenting Opinions

In her lecture titled "The Role of Dissenting Opinions,” Justice Ruth Bader
Ginsburg underscores the essential function that dissents serve within
judicial systems, particularly in the U.S. Supreme Court. Her reflections
come with the backdrop of her experiences as aliberal voicein afrequently
divided Court under Chief Justice Roberts, where she has fashioned a pivotal

role in articulating dissenting views.

1. The Importance of Dissent: Ginsburg emphasizes that dissenting
opinions are far more than mere disagreements; they serve as significant
historical records that articulate reasons against the mgjority’ s verdict.
Dissent can influence future cases by shedding light on issues the majority
fails to address, often appealing "to the intelligence of a future day" when
the Court might correct perceived errors. Sheillustrates this with examples
from history, noting how dissenting opinions have laid the groundwork for

future legidlation and legal precedents.
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Chapter 31 Summary: Highlights of the U.S. Supreme
Court's201s-16 Term

The 2015-16 Term of the U.S. Supreme Court was marked by significant,
consequential cases and the profound absence of Justice Antonin Scalia
following his passing, which created a notable shift in the Court's dynamics.
This Term experienced atotal of approximately 6,375 petitions for review,
resulting in 67 cases selected for full briefing, in contrast to the previous
year. The Court produced atotal of 79 opinions, including 12 per curiam

decisions.

Among the key cases of the Term, two stood out prominently: Fisher v.
University of Texas and Whole Woman’'s Health v. Hellerstedt. These cases
not only garnered extensive media attention but also represented critical

Issues concerning equal protection and women'’s rights.

1. Fisher v. University of Texasdealt with the affirmative action
admissions policy implemented by the University of Texas. In this case,
Justice Anthony Kennedy shifted his previous stance, aligning with the
Court's liberal Justices to uphold the constitutionality of the university's
race-conscious admissions program. Kennedy articulated that the
University’ s admissions process aimed to cultivate a diverse student body, a
goal recognized as a compelling interest in prior decisions. This pivotal

ruling was seen as a reaffirmation of the existing precedent established in
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prior cases such as Grutter v. Bollinger.

2. Whole Woman's Health v. Heller stedt focused on a Texas law
imposing strict regulations on abortion clinics, which the Court found
significantly hindered women’ s access to abortion services under the guise
of health safety. The law was criticized for doing little to actually protect
women's health and primarily served to limit accessto legal abortion. The
Court's majority opinion ruled against these state-mandated restrictions,
reflecting Justice Ginsburg's strong advocacy for women's rights and her
pointed questioning during oral arguments, which underscored the

disproportionate impact of such regulations.

The Term also saw notable moments, such as the split decisions resulting
from Scalia s absence, leading to several 4-4 tie votes. Among these were
critical caseslike Friedrichsv. California Teachers Association which
dealt with union funding and free speech rights, and United Statesv. Texas

which contested executive action on immigration.

Another significant ruling during the Term included Evenwel v. Abbott, wh

ere the Court affirmed the principle that legislative districts should be drawn

based on total population rather than just eligible voters, emphasizing a more

inclusive interpretation of representation.

Justice Ginsburg also paid tribute to Justice Scalia, reminiscing about his
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talents and contributions to the Court while expressing a sense of 10ss over

his absence. The dynamic of the Court was ultimately altered by his passing,

and despite any challenges faced during the Term, the other Justices

continued to uphold the fundamental principles of justice.

In conclusion, the 201516 Term was a period of substantial legal decisions

that not only defined the judicial landscape at the time but also set the stage

for future deliberations. The Court's ability to navigate these complexities

highlighted the enduring importance of judicia interpretation and the

balance of ideology within the nation’s highest court.
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2015-16 Term of the U.S. Supreme Court

Justice Antonin Scalia (deceased)

Approx. 6,375 petitions for review

67 cases for full briefing

79 opinions, including 12 per curiam decisions

Fisher v. University of Texas: Affirmative action admissions
policy upheld, Justice Kennedy sides with liberal Justices.
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Whole Woman'’s Health v. Hellerstedt: Texas abortion law
found unconstitutional for restricting access under health pretenses.

Friedrichs v. California Teachers Association (union funding
and free speech rights)

United States v. Texas (executive action on immigration)

Evenwel v. Abbott (legislative districts based on total
population)

Justice Ginsburg pays tribute to Justice Scalia, acknowledging his
contributions and the Court’'s changed dynamics post his passing.

The Term was significant in shaping the judicial landscape with a focus on
key legal principles and ideological balance.
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