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Nordic Tales Summary
Enchanting stories of Scandinavian folklore and magic.
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About the book

"Nordic Tales" by Ulla Thynell invites readers into a mesmerizing world

woven with the enchanting threads of Nordic folklore and mythology. This

captivating collection showcases a diverse array of timeless stories that

celebrate the beauty and mystery of the natural world, the resilience of the

human spirit, and the rich tapestry of life's trials and triumphs. From

whimsical fables featuring magical creatures to profound tales that explore

deep existential themes, Thynell’s narratives illuminate the universal truths

that resonate across cultures and generations. As each story unfolds, readers

are beckoned to embark on a journey through the icy landscapes and lush

forests of the North, where every turn reveals a new treasure of wisdom and

wonder. Join the adventure and discover the resonant echoes of these tales

that continue to inspire and enchant us today.
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About the author

Ulla Thynell is a celebrated Swedish author and storyteller, renowned for her

ability to weave traditional folklore and contemporary themes into

captivating narratives. With a background in journalism and literature,

Thynell has dedicated her career to exploring the rich tapestry of Nordic

culture, drawing inspiration from its myths and legends to create stories that

resonate with both children and adults. Her unique storytelling style is

marked by vivid imagery and a deep appreciation for nature, which she

seamlessly integrates into her works. Through her writing, Thynell invites

readers to embark on magical journeys filled with adventure, wisdom, and a

profound connection to the Nordic heritage.
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Chapter 1 Summary: The Forest Bride

In the enchanting world of "Nordic Tales," the stories seamlessly weave

 together themes of love, bravery, and the unexpected magic lurking in

everyday life. One standout narrative is "The Forest Bride," featuring the

earnest youngest son, Veikko, who, despite being the butt of family jokes,

ventures into the forest after his tree points that way. 

Veikko's journey appears bleak as he encounters only a little mouse, but she

proves to be his unexpected ally. The mouse, sweet and wise, proposes to be

his sweetheart. Initially dismissive due to her small stature, Veikko grows

fond of her when she sings and reassures him of her loyalty. Defying his

brothers’ mockery, he returns home with a loaf of bread from the mouse,

which astonishes his father and generates envy in his siblings. 

As the story unfolds, Veikko must trust in his unique bond with the mouse

when challenged to present the skills of his chosen ones. The mouse

impresses both in baking and weaving, outperforming his brothers' more

conventional choices. Through clever maneuvers, she proves herself worthy

of Veikko. 

After a series of enchanting events, including a dramatic rescue and

transformations, the mouse reveals her true identity as a cursed princess,

saved by Veikko’s acceptance of her love. Their bond deepens as they
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triumph over the challenges presented by Veikko’s brothers and the

prejudices of their world.

The tale beautifully illustrates the idea that true love has no condition or

form and that kindness and loyalty can lead to miraculous transformations.

The making of Veikko into a hero is a heartfelt reminder that treasures lie not

always in appearance or stature but in the purity of affection and sincerity. 

As friendships are forged and trials are met with courage and affection,

Nordic Tales serves not only as a breathtaking collection of folk stories but

also as a celebration of the strength found in love and loyalty, regardless of

one’s outward circumstances. The intricate storytelling captures the essence

of Nordic folklore, where every golden thread leads to profound wisdom and

thrilling adventure.

Element Summary

Book Title Nordic Tales

Author Ulla Thynell

Main Themes Love, bravery, unexpected magic

Key Story The Forest Bride

Main Character Veikko, the youngest son

Initial Challenge Ventures into the forest after being mocked by his family
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Element Summary

Allies A little mouse who becomes his sweetheart

Key Events
      - Courted by the mouse despite her small size
      - Returns home with a loaf of bread, shocking his family
      - Mouse showcases skills in baking and weaving
    

Transformation The mouse is revealed as a cursed princess

Themes of Love True love transcends appearance; kindness leads to transformation

Overall
Message

Treasures lie in affection and sincerity, showcasing loyalty through
trials

Significance Celebrates strength in love and loyalty; reflects Nordic folklore
wisdom
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Chapter 2 Summary: East of the Sun and West of the
Moon

In Chapter 2 of "Nordic Tales," we encounter a series of enchanting stories

 that weave themes of love, transformation, and the intersection of human

life with the magical realm. 

The first tale revolves around "The Forest Bride," where three brothers are

set to find brides based on where their fallen trees point. While the oldest

two expect easy courtships with human girls, the youngest brother, Veikko,

faces ridicule as his tree leads him into the forest. There, he meets a little

mouse, who offers herself as his sweetheart. Initially dismissive, Veikko

soon grows fond of her and ultimately returns home claiming her as his

beloved. Despite the derision from his brothers for his unconventional

choice, Veikko’s mouse showcases surprising talents, baking bread and

weaving fine linens, leading to jealousy among the brothers. Eventually, an

unexpected event reveals the mouse as a princess under a curse,

transforming into her true self when tossed into the river. Veikko’s kindness

the whole time breaks her enchantment, and they marry, highlighting themes

of inner worth and true love over appearances.

Next, "East of the Sun and West of the Moon" introduces a poor tenant with

a beautiful daughter who is approached by a giant white bear. The bear,

representing both danger and opportunity, promises wealth in exchange for
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her hand. Initially hesitant, the girl is persuaded by her family and embarks

on a journey to a magnificent castle, where she lives with the bear. However,

curiosity leads her to defy the bear’s warning, ultimately discovering his

human form and the curse that binds him. The girl’s quest for love

progresses through various trials, marking her determination to rescue him

by navigating to a place “east of the sun and west of the moon.” This tale

emphasizes the strength of love and perseverance.

In "The Magician’s Pupil," a peasant, desperate for his wayward son,

apprentices him to a wizard. After years apart, the peasant seeks to reclaim

him through clever choices. Under the wizard’s control, the son transforms

into a dog, a boar, and a horse, using transformation to outsmart the

antagonist. Eventually, all the challenges underscore themes of loyalty,

intelligence, and the powerful bond between parent and child.

"Death and the Doctor" tells of a lad who, after befriending Death, learns to

save lives with a healing drink. His fame grows, yet when a princess falls ill,

he must confront Death directly. By cleverly negotiating, he outmaneuvers

Death, showcasing human wit in the face of fatal inevitability.

Finally, "Old Nick and the Girl" features a girl who makes a deal with Old

Nick for the perfect dance shoes. Her resourcefulness allows her to regain

her freedom after cleverly outdancing him in a race, symbolizing resilience

against malevolent forces.
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Together, these stories forge a tapestry of love's endurance, cleverness in

adversity, and the significant interplay between the ordinary and

extraordinary, guiding the characters through challenges that reflect the

human experience.

Story Title Overview Themes

The Forest
Bride

Three brothers seek brides based on fallen trees;
the youngest, Veikko, ends up with a mouse who
is revealed to be a cursed princess.

Inner worth, true
love,
appearances vs.
reality

East of the
Sun and
West of the
Moon

A girl is taken by a bear who offers wealth;
curiosity leads her to discover his human form and
curse.

Love,
perseverance,
adventure

The
Magician’s
Pupil

A peasant's son apprentices under a wizard but is
transformed into animals; he learns loyalty and
cleverness to overcome struggles.

Loyalty,
intelligence,
parent-child bond

Death and
the Doctor

A boy befriends Death and learns to heal; he must
face Death to save a princess.

Wit, mortality,
challenges

Old Nick
and the Girl

A girl outsmarts Old Nick to win perfect dance
shoes and regain her freedom.

Resourcefulness,
resilience,
defiance against
evil
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Inner worth and true love over appearances

Critical Interpretation: Imagine standing at a crossroads, where the

choices you make are influenced by the expectations of others. Just

like Veikko in 'The Forest Bride,' who defies ridicule to embrace true

love for a mouse, you too can find inspiration in valuing character

over superficial traits. This chapter reminds you that true beauty lies

not in appearances but in kindness and authenticity. As you navigate

life's complexities, let this lesson empower you to choose connections

that celebrate inner worth, encouraging you to live boldly and embrace

the love that challenges convention.
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Chapter 3: The Magician’s Pupil

Chapter 3 of "Nordic Tales" features a collection of enchanting tales that

 blend elements of wonder, humor, and moral lessons, all rooted in the

unique landscapes of Nordic culture. The stories highlight characters who

navigate challenges, often encountering magical or otherworldly beings,

which in turn forces them to confront their own values and beliefs.

The first story, "The Forest Bride," follows a young man named Veikko,

who ventures into the forest to find a bride as instructed by his father. While

his two older brothers easily find lovely human sweethearts, Veikko ends up

forming an unexpected bond with a little mouse, who asserts her worth as a

true sweetheart. Through trials involving baking and weaving, they

showcase clever teamwork - with the mouse proving her capabilities and

challenging societal norms about love and companionship. This ultimately

leads to a delightful twist that reveals the mouse as a princess under an

enchantment, emphasizing themes of loyalty and not judging others by

appearances.
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Chapter 4 Summary: Hildur, the Queen of the Elves

In Chapter 4 of "Nordic Tales" by Ulla Thynell, various enchanting stories

 unfold, each steeped in themes of courage, transformation, and the interplay

of fate and choice. The chapter begins with "The Forest Bride," where a

farmer instructs his three sons to seek brides in the direction their chopped

trees fall. The eldest two brothers have straightforward paths to potential

brides, but the youngest, Veikko, finds his tree pointing into the dark forest,

where he meets a little mouse. Despite initial ridicule, Veikko befriends the

mouse who offers to be his sweetheart, promising to help him impress his

father. This unlikely partnership leads to magical results, revealing the

mouse's true identity as a princess cursed under a spell.

Next, “East of the Sun and West of the Moon” introduces a poor tenant and

his beautiful daughter who is taken by a white bear, promising wealth in

exchange for marrying her. The bear turns out to be under a spell, and

though the girl is warned against curiosity, she ultimately lights a candle to

see the bear's true form as a handsome prince. The curse sets her on a

difficult journey to find him again after she inadvertently dooms him to

marry a troll princess. Her determination leads her through trials until she

finally locates the prince, overcoming great challenges driven by love.

In “The Magic Man’s Pupil,” a peasant apprentices his son to a wizard, who

transforms him through tricky lessons. The son uses his wits to navigate out
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of difficult situations, evolving into a clever hero who ultimately saves his

father from a dragon's entrapment, highlighting themes of loyalty and

ingenuity.

 “Hildur, the Queen of the Elves” recounts a farmer whose housekeeper

carries a heavy secret; she is cursed to ride a man to her elf-king each

Christmas Eve. A brave herdsman confronts this curse, and through acts of

courage, he follows her into the elf realm, unveiling her identity and

breaking the spell. The story conveys messages about bravery and

selflessness.

“The Widow’s Son” presents a young boy raised under hardship who relies

on the assistance of a kind fox to navigate the trials set upon him,

transforming from despair to fortune through cleverness and loyalty.

“All I Possess!” follows a miserly farmer who loses his first wife due to his

stinginess and struggles to find a second wife who can tolerate his ways. His

attempt to spy using tricks backfires humorously, emphasizing themes of

greed and the folly of neglecting kindness.

Finally, “Death and the Doctor” explores a man's interactions with

personified forces of death and life, leading to a poignant lesson on living

well and the value of compassion towards others in the face of

insurmountable challenges, and showcases how he cleverly navigates his
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way out of death's clutches.

Throughout the chapter, rich character development, enchanting scenarios,

and underlying moral lessons illustrate timeless human emotions and the

cyclical dance between life, love, and the supernatural.

Story Summary Themes

The Forest Bride Veikko, guided by a tree’s fall, finds friendship
with a mouse who is a cursed princess.

Courage,
Transformation,
Fate

East of the Sun
and West of the
Moon

A girl is taken by a bear; her curiosity leads to
a journey to save the prince entangled in a
curse.

Love,
Determination,
Trials

The Magic Man’s
Pupil

A peasant’s son thrives under a wizard’s
mentorship, ultimately saving his father from a
dragon.

Loyalty,
Ingenuity,
Heroism

Hildur, the
Queen of the
Elves

A herdsman breaks a heavy curse affecting a
housekeeper, revealing her true identity.

Bravery,
Selflessness

The Widow’s Son A boy transforms his fortune from despair,
aided by a kind fox through cleverness.

Hope, Loyalty,
Transformation

All I Possess! A greedy farmer’s stinginess leads to
humorous failures in finding love.

Greed,
Kindness,
Comedy

Death and the
Doctor

A man learns from his encounters with death
and life about compassion and living well.

Compassion,
Life Lessons,
Survival
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Chapter 5 Summary: The Widow’s Son

In Chapter 5 of "Nordic Tales" by Ulla Thynell, readers are introduced to

 two enchanting stories: "The Forest Bride: The Story of a Little Mouse Who

Was a Princess" and "East of the Sun and West of the Moon." 

In the first story, the narrative follows a farmer with three sons who, upon

deciding it's time for them to marry, sends them off to find brides guided by

the direction their chopped trees fall. The older brothers boastfully head

towards suitable farms, while the youngest, Veikko, ends up directed

towards the forest. Initially ridiculed by his brothers for his choice, Veikko

demonstrates an open heart as he befriends a little mouse in a deserted hut.

This mouse, charming and wise, offers herself as his sweetheart, and despite

the unconventional nature of their relationship, she proves to be a loyal and

supportive partner. 

As the farmer challenges all three sons to showcase their brides’ skills in

bread-baking and weaving, Veikko’s mouse surprises everyone with her

abilities, crafting beautiful bread and delicate linens. Throughout these tests,

Veikko remains humble and steadfast, winning the admiration of his father

and ultimately leading to his acceptance of the mouse's true identity as a

princess under an enchantment. Their genuine love breaks the spell, and they

marry, showcasing themes of true worth beyond appearances and the power

of love.
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The second story introduces a poor tenant with a lovely youngest daughter.

She becomes entangled with a magnificent white bear, who promises riches

in exchange for marriage, leading her on a magical journey. Despite her

initial hesitation, she agrees to go with the bear to his castle, where she

discovers a life of abundance but is also warned to follow certain rules –

especially to avoid being alone with her mother. Ignoring these wise

cautions leads to a series of trials involving enchantment, longing, and

ultimately, a quest to reunite with the prince who has been transformed into

a bear by a malevolent stepmother. This tale also emphasizes the themes of

sacrifice, the struggle against fate, and the enduring strength of love as the

young girl navigates challenges to save her beloved.

Together, these stories encapsulate core motifs of Nordic folklore,

emphasizing love, the importance of loyalty, overcoming adversity, and the

transformative power of true connection.

Story
Title Summary Themes

The
Forest
Bride:
The Story
of a Little
Mouse
Who Was
a
Princess

This story follows Veikko, the youngest son of a farmer
who is ridiculed by his brothers for seeking a bride in the
forest. He befriends a wise little mouse who becomes
his partner. During a series of tests, the mouse proves
her valuable skills, and it’s revealed she’s actually a
princess under a spell.

True worth
beyond
appearances,
the power of
love, loyalty,
and humility.
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Story
Title Summary Themes

East of
the Sun
and West
of the
Moon

A young girl becomes involved with a white bear who
offers her riches in exchange for marriage. She must
follow certain rules to maintain their magical life together
but fails to do so, leading her to embark on a quest to
save the prince turned bear from a curse.

Sacrifice,
struggle
against fate,
and the
enduring
strength of
love.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The value of looking beyond appearances and embracing

true worth

Critical Interpretation: Imagine standing at a crossroads of life, where

choices and judgments collide. As you reflect on Veikko’s journey and

his unwavering belief in the worth of the little mouse, you begin to see

the beauty that lies beneath the surface in those around you. This

chapter inspires you to look beyond conventional expectations,

reminding you that true connection and loyalty often thrive in

unexpected places. By embracing the uniqueness of others, you

cultivate deeper relationships, fostering an environment of acceptance

and love that enriches your own life. As you navigate your own path,

remember that worth is not just measured by appearances but by the

depth of character and the strength of love.
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Chapter 6: Toller’s Neighbours

In Chapter 6 of "Nordic Tales," we encounter a rich tapestry of magical

 stories set in various Nordic locales, each with unique characters and moral

lessons that resonate through their enchanting narratives.

The first tale centers on Veikko, a humble youngest son of a farmer, who

 sets out to find a bride. His brothers mock him for heading into the forest,

but Veikko remains undeterred. In the forest, he discovers a talking mouse w

ho becomes his beloved. While initially doubtful, Veikko grows fond of her,

especially after she showcases her surprising abilities, such as baking bread

and weaving beautifully, surpassing his brothers’ sweethearts. The story

unfolds into a heartfelt testament to love transcending appearances and

societal expectations.

Next, we dive into “East of the Sun and West of the Moon,” where a poor

 family’s youngest daughter, known for her beauty, is approached by a white

 bear who offers to make them wealthy in exchange for her hand. After

 some initial hesitation, she agrees, moving to the bear's enchanted castle,
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Chapter 7 Summary: Mighty Mikko

In Chapter 7 of "Nordic Tales" by Ulla Thynell, we are treated to several

 enchanting stories that explore the themes of valor, selflessness, and the

intersection of the mundane with the magical. 

First, we meet Veikko, the youngest son of a farmer who, unlike his older

brothers, is sent into the forest in search of a bride. Mocked for his unusual

path, he stumbles upon a talking mouse who, despite being small and

seemingly insignificant, offers her heart and loyalty to him. Touched by her

kindness, Veikko takes the mouse as his sweetheart. As the story unfolds,

Veikko brings the mouse back to his home, where he is subjected to trials by

his father to prove his sweetheart's qualities. To everyone's astonishment, the

mouse excels in baking and weaving, turning out exquisite offerings that

please the farmer. 

When tension arises about revealings Veikko's unusual sweetheart as merely

a mouse, he faces their ridicule with proud determination, expressing

affection for her. As fate would have it, after a tragic mishap where the

mouse is lost, it is revealed she was a princess under an enchantment. Her

love and Veikko's earnestness break the spell, leading to a joyous union that

highlights that true love can transcend appearances and social expectations.

The stories continue with a more somber tale of the "Queen of the Elves,"

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


who is cursed to ride men to their demise unless they can prove her tale to be

true. The herdsman who unwittingly frees her from the curse learns the

importance of self-sacrifice and courage in significant circumstances,

leading to his own fortune.

Another captivating tale features a poor woodman named Mikko, who, after

being aided by a red fox, finds his way from loneliness to marrying a

princess. The fox serves as a clever intermediary, securing Mikko’s union

with the princess and enriching both their lives. These narratives reflect the

rich cultural heritage of the Nordic regions, emphasizing kindness, the

power of fate, and the valor that can come from unexpected relationships.

Together these stories create a tapestry of moral lessons intertwined with

humor, magical twists, and the everlasting victory of love, encapsulating the

essence of what makes life’s journey worthwhile amidst trials and

tribulations.

Story Main
Characters Themes Summary

Veikko
and
the
Talking
Mouse

Veikko,
Talking
Mouse

Valor,
Selflessness,
True Love

Veikko, mocked for searching for a bride in
the forest, finds a talking mouse who
becomes his sweetheart. She proves her
worth by excelling in tasks. After losing her,
it’s revealed she was a princess cursed,
and their love breaks the enchantment,
leading to their union.

Queen Queen of Courage, A herdsman frees the cursed Queen of the
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Story Main
Characters Themes Summary

of the
Elves

the Elves,
Herdsman Sacrifice

Elves, learning the values of self-sacrifice
and courage. He uncovers her true tale,
which leads to his fortune.

Mikko
and
the
Red
Fox

Mikko, Red
Fox,
Princess

Unexpected
Relationships,
Fate

Mikko, a poor woodman, is aided by a red
fox who helps him overcome loneliness
and secure a marriage with a princess,
enriching both their lives.
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Chapter 8 Summary: Old Nick and the Girl

In Chapter 8 of "Nordic Tales" by Ulla Thynell, we encounter a collection of

 enchanting stories that blend elements of magic, transformation, and fate,

each filled with vivid characters and their journeys.

The tale of "The Forest Bride" begins with a farmer urging his three sons to

seek wives. The oldest two, eager for romance, follow where their fallen

trees point, while the youngest, Veikko, faces ridicule as his tree directs him

into the forest. Undeterred, he discovers a charming little mouse who

becomes his unexpected sweetheart. Despite initial doubts about her worth,

Veikko learns that the mouse possesses incredible talents, such as baking and

weaving, which impress their father during a series of tests. As the story

unfolds, it is revealed that the mouse is cursed and can only return to her true

form after being rescued by Veikko. Their love triumphs, and upon

discovering the true identity of his darling—she transforms into a beautiful

princess—Veikko earns the honor of marrying her.

Transitioning to "East of the Sun and West of the Moon," we meet a girl

whose beauty captivates a white bear. The bear takes her away to a splendid

castle, but under mysterious circumstances, he must remain in bear form

during the day. The girl, driven by longing and curiosity, ultimately breaks a

promise to the bear, leading to a series of trials as she searches for him when

he must leave. Guided by her deep love and determination, she crosses
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daunting terrains to reach East of the Sun and West of the Moon, where the

prince she seeks is ensnared by a curse.

In "The Magician's Pupil," a peasant seeks help from a wizard to teach his

wayward son. However, the son gets transformed into a dog, leading to

clever escapades as he eventually regains his human form while outsmarting

the magician and finding clever ways to accrue wealth through cunning

adventures.

"Hildur, the Queen of the Elves," introduces us to a brave herdsman who

defies the deadly curse of an elf queen that claims her workers every

Christmas Eve. When he discovers her dual life as a queen in Elf-land, he

liberates her from her sorrows, freeing her from the curse that demanded a

life each year in exchange for her visits.

As we progress through these tales, we see themes of love, sacrifice, and the

battle against malevolent forces. Characters often confront their deepest

fears or societal prejudices, paving a path toward redemption through

courage and genuine connections.

Finally, the whimsical stories culminate with playful notes on the human

condition, as illustrated in tales like "Old Nick and the Girl," where a clever

girl outwits the Germanic spirit to escape his claims. This mixture of

lighthearted mischief and deeper meaning makes these stories resonate on
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multiple levels, captivating readers with their richness and charm.

Title Summary

The Forest
Bride

A farmer's youngest son, Veikko, finds love with a cursed mouse who
turns into a princess after he performs heroic deeds to rescue her.

East of the Sun
and West of
the Moon

A beautiful girl is taken by a bear who can only be human at night.
She breaks a promise to him, leading her on a journey through trials
to rescue the prince.

The Magician's
Pupil

A peasant enlists a wizard to help his son, but the son is turned into a
dog. Through cleverness, he ultimately regains his human form.

Hildur, the
Queen of the
Elves

A herdsman solves the mystery of the elf queen's curse that takes a
life each Christmas Eve, freeing her from her burdens.

Common
Themes

The stories reflect love, sacrifice, and overcoming evil, showcasing
characters' bravery and emotional connections.

Old Nick and
the Girl

A clever girl outwits the spirit Old Nick, highlighting themes of
mischief and deeper human insights.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Chapter 9: The Way of the World

In Chapter 9 of "Nordic Tales," we are presented with a rich tapestry of

 stories that weave together themes of bravery, transformation, and the

nature of true worth, as seen in various characters' journeys.

The first tale, "The Forest Bride," revolves around Veikko, the youngest son

of a farmer. Determined to find a bride, he follows the direction of a tree he

felled, which leads him into the forest, where he humorously faces the

ridicule of his older brothers for his choice. Rather than being deterred, he

unexpectedly finds companionship in a little mouse who, despite her size,

assures him of her love and loyalty. As Veikko's journey unfolds, the mouse

surprises him with her talents, baking exquisite bread and weaving beautiful

cloth, demonstrating her inner value. Ultimately, Veikko's steadfast love for

her and his courage leads to a revelation: the mouse is actually a princess

under an enchantment, and through his acceptance of her, they break the

spell and marry.

The next story, "East of the Sun and West of the Moon," introduces a young
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Chapter 10 Summary: Death and the Doctor

In Chapter 10 of "Nordic Tales," we delve into a collection of stories that

 highlight themes of love, bravery, and the consequences of one's choices.

The first tale follows a farmer and his three sons who seek brides. The

youngest, Veikko, finds love in an unexpected place—a charming little

mouse who becomes his true sweetheart. Despite ridicule from his brothers,

Veikko’s unwavering faith in her leads to a remarkable turn of events when

the mouse reveals her magical abilities, ultimately leading to a delightful

union with a princess.

The next story, “East of the Sun and West of the Moon,” recounts the tale of

a beautiful girl who ventures into a world governed by a powerful white

bear. She falls in love with the bear, who transforms into a prince under a

cruel enchantment. Their love faces trials when the girl, tempted by her

curiosity and her mother's advice, ultimately must embark on a dangerous

journey to save him.

In “The Forest Bride,” a woodsman named Mikko befriends a red fox, who

helps him navigate obstacles in his life, including winning the heart of a

princess. With the fox’s cleverness, Mikko transforms from a humble

woodsman into a sought-after suitor, showcasing themes of friendship and

loyalty.
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“Old Nick and the Girl” tells of a girl who compulsively dances, leading her

to a fateful encounter with Old Nick, the Devil. In a twist, she cleverly turns

the tables, outsmarting him with her cunning and securing her freedom

through a series of races—ultimately winning against the odds.

Lastly, the tale of “Death and the Doctor” follows a lad who inadvertently

becomes a healer. Through his encounter with Death, who offers him a

magical keg of healing ale, he learns to navigate life and death, encountering

moral quandaries along the way.

Collectively, these stories weave a rich tapestry representing the essence of

Nordic folklore, where love, cleverness, and the human spirit prevail against

darkness and adversity. Through these tales, readers are reminded of the

importance of choices, the complexities of relationships, and the age-old

struggle between good and evil.

Story Title Summary

The Farmer
and His Three
Sons

Youngest son Veikko finds love with a mouse who reveals magical
abilities, leading to a union with a princess despite his brothers'
ridicule.

East of the Sun
and West of the
Moon

A girl falls in love with a bear cursed to be a prince; her curiosity
leads her on a perilous quest to save him.

The Forest
Bride

Woodsman Mikko, aided by a red fox, transforms into a sought-after
suitor and navigates obstacles to win a princess's heart.
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Story Title Summary

Old Nick and
the Girl

A girl outsmarts Old Nick (the Devil) through her dancing and
cleverness, securing her freedom after a series of races.

Death and the
Doctor

A lad becomes a healer after receiving a magical keg from Death,
exploring moral dilemmas between life and death.

Overall Themes
Stories emphasize love, cleverness, and human spirit triumphing
over darkness and adversity, highlighting the importance of choices
and relationships.
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Chapter 11 Summary: “All I Possess!”

In Chapter 11 of "Nordic Tales," we encounter various captivating stories,

 each steeped in folklore and rich in cultural themes, primarily focusing on

kindness, courage, and the triumph of the underdog.

The first tale, "The Forest Bride," follows a farmer with three sons who send

them off into the world to find brides. While the elder brothers successfully

claim pretty sweethearts, the youngest, Veikko, ventures into the forest with

a mouse as his companion. Despite his brothers’ ridicule, Veikko finds

happiness with this mouse, who reveals herself to be a princess cursed by an

evil enchantment. Together, their journey reveals that love can grow from

the most unexpected places, and true worth lies beneath appearances.

Next, "East of the Sun and West of the Moon" tells the story of a girl who,

despite her beauty, becomes entangled in a series of trials involving a white

bear who takes her to a grand castle. However, her curiosity leads her to

discover the bear is cursed, revealing themes of temptation and the

consequences of breaking promises. After undergoing challenges to find her

true love, she ultimately learns that true strength can come from love and

determination.

In "The Magician’s Pupil," a disinterested boy becomes apprenticed to a

sorcerer. Through cleverness and bravery, he outsmarts his master’s
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daunting challenges. The tale celebrates intellect over brute force and

highlights the importance of seizing one’s destiny through courage.

"The Honest Penny" revolves around a poor woman who discovers the value

of honesty through a series of challenging events and interactions with a

boy, illustrating how integrity can lead to unexpected rewards. This story

reinforces the idea that noble actions, even in desperate times, can yield

positive outcomes.

The tale of "Death and the Doctor" follows a lad who gains a magical

healing drink through a chance meeting with Death himself. This narrative

explores the complexities of mortality and highlights how kindness can

come from unexpected sources, showcasing the intertwining paths of life

and death.

In "The Giant Who Had No Heart," a prince discovers the location of a

giant’s heart, cleverly intertwining themes of bravery, compassion, and the

importance of perseverance. His journey leads to the rescue of his brothers,

bolstering the idea that familial bonds endure through adversity.

"Jack of Sjöholm and the Gan-Finn" tells the humorous yet dark tale of a

young man who bargains with powerful forces while grappling with the

consequences of greed and ambition. The narrative serves as a cautionary

tale about the price of success and the cleverness needed to survive in a

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


world rife with danger.

The collection concludes with "The True Bride," where loyalty and love

between siblings advance the plot. Through trials and transformations, it

celebrates resilience and the bond between family members.

Throughout these tales, common themes emerge: the value of kindness, the

struggle against malevolence, and the exploration of destiny through

personal bravery and integrity. The characters embody various virtues while

navigating through challenges, reflecting the rich cultural heritage and moral

lessons imparted through Nordic folklore. Each story reflects that true worth

and strength lie in one's character and choices amidst life's trials.
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Chapter 12: The Old Woman and the Tramp

In Chapter 12 of "Nordic Tales" by Ulla Thynell, we encounter a series of

 diverse and engaging stories that explore themes of cleverness,

resourcefulness, and human nature. 

The tale begins with a farmer who, after suffering a terrible scalding

accident, expresses his love for his wife by lamenting, “All I possess!”

Unfortunately, he dies shortly after that, leading to his wife's crafty

maneuvering to claim all his possessions by convincing the parson that these

were the farmer's last wishes. In a twist of fortune, she ends up marrying a

younger man from the farm after a year, highlighting the unpredictability of

life and the cunning nature of people.

The next story introduces a tramp who, desperate for shelter, encounters a

stingy old woman in a cottage. Initially refusing him entry, she eventually

relents after he plays an ingenious trick by pretending to make “nail broth.”

Captivated, the woman fills the pot with flour, potatoes, and meat. After they

enjoy a feast, the old woman realizes his wit and kindness. Her grudging
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Chapter 13 Summary: The Honest Penny

In Chapter 13 of "Nordic Tales" by Ulla Thynell, we encounter a collection

 of enchanting stories imbued with lessons on generosity, loyalty, and the

supernatural intricacies of life.

The chapter opens with a darkly humorous tale about a farmer who, after

being scalded, mistakenly believes his wife is preparing to eat all his

possessions. In a fit of desperation, he cries out, "All I possess!" and

shockingly dies, which paves the way for his wife's remarkable fortune when

she claims his assets, following the parson’s affirmation of his supposed last

will. This event humorously underscores the farmer's misguided fears and

highlights themes of miscommunication and greed.

Following this, we are introduced to an old woman and a clever tramp. The

tramp, in need of shelter, uses his wits to manipulate the stingy woman into

providing food and warmth. He creatively concocts “nail broth,” charming

the woman into adding more ingredients until they feast together. The

tramp’s persistence and cunning reveal the importance of resourcefulness

and the unexpected bonds that can form in times of need.

Next is the innocent tale of a young boy who finds a stone that turns out to

be a magical money box. Upon discovering it contains stolen silver, he

discards it, keeping just an honest penny that floats on water, symbolizing
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integrity. His mother's disapproval of his actions and her insistence on

self-preservation provide a stark contrast, showcasing the theme of morality

versus pragmatism.

The narrative shifts to the adventures of a courageous boy who doesn’t know

fear, encountering a giant and eventually defeating him through clever

thinking. His triumph leads to him being viewed as a hero, embodying the

essence of bravery and the idea that real courage often comes from facing

one's fears head-on.

Ilona and Osmo's story recounts the quiet strength of familial loyalty and

love. Osmo seeks a better life for Ilona but faces unexpected challenges as

greed and sorcery intervene. When Ilona jumps into the water, she finds

herself with the Sea King, illustrating themes of sacrifice, perseverance, and

the trials of love.

In the dark yet compelling narrative of Jack of Sjöholm, we see the struggle

against malevolent forces in the form of the Gan-Finn, who controls the

winds and storms. Jack’s journey symbolizes the fight against oppression,

the pursuit of dreams, and the importance of resilience. As he builds boats

and battles against the supernatural, he learns the value of determination and

ingenuity.

Each story in this chapter intertwines humor, magic, and moral lessons,
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leaving readers with rich images of Northern folklore. Themes of loyalty,

cunning, and the consequences of one’s choices resonate through each tale,

depicting the enchanting struggle between good and evil in classic Nordic

tradition.

Story
Title Summary Themes

Farmer's
Misfortune

A farmer, mistakenly believing his wife plans to
consume his possessions, dies after a desperate
plea, allowing her to inherit his assets.

Miscommunication,
Greed, Dark
Humor

The
Clever
Tramp

A tramp tricks a stingy old woman into feeding and
sheltering him, using his creativity to make "nail
broth" and forge a bond.

Resourcefulness,
Unexpected
Friendship

The
Honest
Boy

A boy finds a magical money box filled with stolen
silver but chooses to keep just an honest penny,
showing integrity against his mother's pragmatism.

Integrity vs.
Pragmatism,
Morality

The Brave
Boy

A boy encounters and defeats a giant through
cleverness, emerging as a hero and illustrating
true courage.

Courage, Facing
Fears

Ilona and
Osmo

Osmo's quest for a better life for Ilona leads to
challenges involving greed and sorcery,
culminating in her jump into the sea, meeting the
Sea King.

Family Loyalty,
Sacrifice, Love

Jack of
Sjöholm

Jack battles the Gan-Finn, learning resilience and
determination while pursuing his dreams against
malevolent forces.

Oppression,
Resilience, Pursuit
of Dreams
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Chapter 14 Summary: The Boy Who Did Not Know
What Fear Was

In Chapter 14 of "Nordic Tales" by Ulla Thynell, we encounter several

 stories that explore themes of courage, cleverness, and the triumph of the

underdog. The chapter begins with a tale of a farmer who, after being

scalded and fearing for his life, unintentionally ensures his wife inherits

everything he owns by repeatedly shouting, "All I possess!" as he nears

death. His wife's crafty interpretation of his words leads to her eventual

marriage to another man, illustrating the folly of greed and

misunderstanding.

Next, we meet a tramp who, despite initial resistance from an old woman,

cleverly manages to turn her stinginess into a feast by concocting "nail

broth." He asks for various ingredients, leading her to provide items like

flour, beef, and vegetables. The old woman, enamored by the tramp's

cunning and charm, ends up celebrating a lavish meal, showcasing the power

of wit over wealth.

The stories also journey into the realm of morality with the tale of an old

woman who faced challenges but retained her honesty. Her child, after

discovering a money box, decided integrity was worth more than wealth.

Faced with hardship, the boy's selflessness pays off eventually in surprising

ways, emphasizing themes of virtue over material gain.
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Further into the chapter, we follow a boy who is completely fearless. He

manages to turn the tables on frightful experiences, confronting ghosts and

giants with unwavering courage that shock his elders. This theme of bravery

continues with the adventures of Ashiepattle, who outsmarts giants and frees

his enchanted brothers, demonstrating cleverness and bravery in the face of

danger.

Finally, Jack of Sjöholm's tale rounds out the chapter with his ingenuity in

boat-building against the backdrop of folklore and magic. Faced with

challenges from the Gan-Finn, he cleverly uses his craftsmanship to create

boats that defy the odds, ultimately leading to success and prosperity.

These intertwined tales of resourcefulness, bravery, and the consequences of

one's choices bring vibrant lessons from Nordic folklore, celebrating both

the clever and courageous spirits of the characters. This blend of humor,

morality, and adventure makes the chapter engaging and thought-provoking,

inviting readers to reflect on the nature of their own journeys.

Story Key Themes Summary

Farmer's
Misunderstanding

Greed,
Misunderstanding

A farmer inadvertently ensures his wife
inherits everything by exclaiming, "All I
possess!" before dying. His wife's crafty
interpretation leads to her marrying another
man, highlighting the folly of greed.
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Story Key Themes Summary

Tramp and the
Old Woman

Cleverness,
Transformation

A tramp cleverly convinces an old woman to
turn her stinginess into a feast by requesting
ingredients for "nail broth," leading to a
lavish meal and showcasing wit over wealth.

Old Woman's
Integrity Honesty, Virtue

An old woman faced with hardship retains
her honesty. Her child discovers a money
box and values integrity over wealth, leading
to unexpected rewards.

Fearless Boy Courage, Bravery
A fearless boy shocks his elders by
confronting ghosts and giants, embodying
the theme of bravery throughout the chapter.

Ashiepattle's
Adventures

Cleverness,
Bravery

Ashiepattle outsmarts giants to free his
enchanted brothers, demonstrating both
cleverness and bravery in overcoming
danger.

Jack of Sjöholm Ingenuity,
Success

Jack's ingenuity in boat-building leads him to
defeat challenges from the Gan-Finn,
showcasing his craftsmanship and resulting
in success and prosperity.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The power of cleverness and resourcefulness

Critical Interpretation: Imagine standing in the face of adversity,

confronted with an insurmountable challenge, yet feeling a spark of

ingenuity ignite within you. The stories shared in this chapter remind

you that wit and resourcefulness can often prevail where brute strength

and wealth fail. Just like the tramp who turned a stingy woman's

meager offerings into a feast, you too can approach life's obstacles

with a creative mindset. This lesson inspires you to tap into your

hidden capabilities, turning life's limitations into opportunities for

innovation and connection, showing that sometimes, a clever idea is

the key to transforming your circumstances and celebrating your

triumphs.
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Chapter 15: The True Bride

In Chapter 15 of "Nordic Tales" by Ulla Thynell, we are introduced to three

 distinct stories that capture the essence of Nordic folklore with themes of

bravery, deception, loyalty, and the supernatural intricacies of love and fate.

The first tale revolves around a farmer who, after accidentally scalding

himself while trying to enjoy a barrel of hot water, believes he is nearing

death. His wife, taking advantage of his perceived last words, asserts her

claim to all his possessions under the guise of fulfilling his dying wishes.

This darkly humorous twist demonstrates themes of greed and clever

manipulation, showcasing how easily relationships can be skewed by

desperation and ambition.

Next, we meet a tramp who, while traversing a forest, attempts to secure

shelter from an old woman. Initially rebuffed, his persistence finally earns

him a place to stay. As he concocts a broth using nothing but a nail, he

proclaims its value, enticing the old woman to contribute ingredients to

improve it. Through his wit, he teaches her how a little creativity and
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Chapter 16 Summary: The Giant Who Had No Heart

Chapter 16 of "Nordic Tales" presents several captivating stories, each filled

 with adventure, moral lessons, and magical elements. The first tale begins

with a farmer who, after being severely scalded, fears losing all his

possessions and wealth. As he lies on his deathbed, his wife cleverly

presents his last words to the parson and clerk, claiming that he wishes her to

inherit everything he has. Unable to defend himself, the farmer dies, and the

wife is awarded all his possessions. In a twist of fate, she later marries a

farm lad, leaving a question about her true character.

The next story, "The Old Woman and the Tramp," follows a clever tramp

who seeks shelter from a cold winter night. Initially rebuffed by a stingy old

woman who claims to have no food, he cleverly convinces her to provide

him with the ingredients to make "nail broth." The tramp manipulates her

greed into a grand meal, showcasing themes of cunning and resourcefulness

while exposing the woman's possessiveness. By the end of the story, the

tramp leaves richer and the woman feels fortunate to have learned a new

recipe.

"The Honest Penny" introduces a young boy who, in simple yet profound

acts of kindness, gives away his jacket to a stone he believes is cold. Even

when he discovers a treasure, he decides to throw it into a tarn, keeping only

a single honest penny, which floats. His mother chastises him for his
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decisions, but this theme of integrity and selflessness prevails, culminating

in the boy's eventual success and happiness.

In "The Boy Who Did Not Know What Fear Was," a brave lad encounters a

series of supernatural challenges, including three corpses. His nonchalance

and willingness to assist them, even in death, leads him to confront a giant.

By listening to a princess's advice, he uncovers the giant's heart hidden

away, demonstrating the power of bravery and cleverness.

"The True Bride" tells the story of Ilona, who is praised for her beauty but

cannot bear to leave her home until her family heirlooms have been

destroyed. The tale emphasizes persistence and loyalty as her brother Osmo

continues to push her towards marrying the King’s Son, despite her

reservations.

Through threads of magical realism and moral lessons, each narrative

reflects primal human emotions—greed, bravery, loyalty, and

cleverness—while deftly showcasing the distinctive flavors of Nordic

folklore. Each character undergoes growth through trials, leaving readers to

savor the richness of their journeys while touching on timeless dilemmas of

life and human nature.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The power of integrity and selflessness

Critical Interpretation: Imagine the profound impact your small acts of

kindness can have on the world around you. Just like the young boy in

'The Honest Penny,' who chose to give away his jacket to a stone out

of compassion, you may find that true richness in life comes not from

material wealth but from the integrity of your choices. By embracing

selflessness and putting others before yourself, you open the door to

genuine happiness and fulfillment, ultimately leading to connections

and experiences that wealth alone could never provide.
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Chapter 17 Summary: Jack of Sjöholm and the Gan-Finn

In Chapter 17 of "Nordic Tales," Ulla Thynell weaves together a series of

 folkloric tales that blend humor, adventure, and moral lessons, set in the

rich landscape of Nordic folklore. The first story follows a farmer whose

greed and fear lead to his demise. After being scalded in a barrel, he moans

"All I possess!" which his wife interprets as a gesture of love for her,

leveraging his final words to inherit all his wealth upon his death. Soon after,

she remarries a young farmhand, leaving listeners to ponder the irony of her

husband's last words.

Next is the tale of a tramp who, after enduring refusal for shelter, cleverly

persuades a stingy old woman to share her food by pretending to make "nail

broth." As she becomes increasingly intrigued, he manages to coax her into

providing a feast by making the broth appear more appealing with her own

ingredients. Their interactions explore themes of cunning versus greed and

the transformative power of cleverness over harshness.

The tale of "The Honest Penny" spotlights a young boy who, despite being

admonished by his mother for his selfless act of covering a stone to protect it

against the cold, ultimately discards a found moneybox believing it to be

tainted. He takes only an honest penny that floats to the surface of a tarn,

suggesting that true integrity is rewarded in unexpected ways.
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Then, we meet a courageous boy who isn't frightened by anything, including

the task of handling bodies in a church. His nonchalance towards fear

manifests when he encounters a giant, leading to a series of adventures

involving corpses and treasure. He ultimately learns of his resilience and

fearlessness in confronting danger and the unknown.

In the Finnish tale of Ilona and the King's Son, we see themes of loyalty and

familial ties as Ilona clings to her ancestral home until her brother tricks her

into leaving for a better life. Their subsequent adventures speak of love

thwarted by deception from the vengeful Suyettar, cleverly disguised as

Ilona. Their eventual reunion signals hope, joy, and the triumph of true love.

Lastly, Jack's encounter with the Gan-Finn explores themes of ambition,

resourcefulness, and the supernatural. As Jack proves his worth through

ingenuity and bravery, he defies his fate by constructing boats that could

navigate the dangerous waters plagued by the Gan-Finn's treachery. The

narrative crescendos with Jack’s eventual triumph over adversities,

successfully marking his growth from an inexperienced boy to a master

boat-builder.

Overall, the chapter artfully blends folklore and fantasy, showcasing values

such as perseverance, cleverness, familial loyalty, and the importance of

recognizing one’s true worth in the face of challenges, all set against the

stark yet enchanting backdrop of Nordic landscapes.
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