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Not Yet Married Summary
Embracing purpose and faith in singleness.
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About the book

In "Not Yet Married," Marshall Segal invites readers to reevaluate their

perspective on singleness and the pursuit of marriage, urging them to see this

season of life not as a waiting period, but as a significant opportunity for

growth, self-discovery, and deepening one's relationship with God. Through

compelling insights and personal anecdotes, Segal encourages those who are

single to embrace this chapter fully, highlighting that marriage is not merely

a goal to achieve but a calling that thrives on a foundation of faith, purpose,

and readiness. With a blend of humor and biblical wisdom, this book

challenges societal norms and inspires readers to cultivate their identity,

passions, and relationships, all while preparing for the true meaning of

partnership when the time comes.
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About the author

Marshall Segal is a thoughtful and insightful author, best known for his

engaging writing on relationships, faith, and personal development. As a

writer and editor at Desiring God, he has dedicated his work to exploring the

complexities of love and marriage from a biblical perspective. With a

background in theology and a passion for helping individuals navigate the

challenges of single life and expectations in marriage, Segal's experience

brings depth and authenticity to his writings. His empathetic approach

resonates with readers seeking guidance in their relational journeys, making

him a respected voice in contemporary discussions on love and commitment.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Summary Content List

Chapter 1: Part 1 The Not-Yet-Married Life

Chapter 2: 1 Love Is Looking for You

Chapter 3: 2 Single, Satisfied, and Sent

Chapter 4: 3 Undivided and Undistracted

Chapter 5: 4 Love the Life You Never Wanted

Chapter 6: 5 Knowing Everyone but Never Known

Chapter 7: 6 100,000 Hours

Chapter 8: 7 Procrastination in Pursuing Him

Chapter 9: 8 The Secret Most Important Step

Chapter 10: Part 2 When the Not Yet Married Meet

Chapter 11: 9 Date for More Than Marriage

Chapter 12: 10 The Best Book on Dating

Chapter 13: 11 Your Last First Date

Chapter 14: 12 Is He the One?

Chapter 15: 13 Sexual Freedom and Purity

Chapter 16: 14 Acts of War in Love

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Chapter 17: 15 The Third Wheel We All Need

Chapter 18: 16 It’s Not You—It’s God

Chapter 19: Conclusion My Dreams for Your Marriage

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Chapter 1 Summary: Part 1 The Not-Yet-Married Life

In the first chapter of "Not Yet Married" by Marshall Segal, the author lays

 out the profound significance and implications of navigating life as a single

person, seeking to understand true happiness, love, and identity in the

context of one's relationship with God.

1. The Desire for Love and Significance: Segal begins by asserting that

 the human heart is innately driven to seek happiness, love, and meaning.

While moments of joy can be found in various experiences—like savoring a

dessert or sharing in a sports victory—these moments leave a lingering

emptiness, suggesting that we are meant for something greater. The author

emphasizes that our yearning for relationship is inherent to our creation, and

herein lies the crux of discontentment: pursuing love and fulfillment from

people rather than from God leads to misery, especially when one equates

marital status with happiness.

2. Reflections on Misguided Pursuits: Segal reflects on his own

 experiences during his twenties, where his actions spoke louder than his

beliefs. Although he identified as a Christian, he was more invested in

finding romantic relationships than in deepening his relationship with God.

This pursuit led to heartache and a distorted view of singleness, which he

described as a time marked by loneliness and self-pity, rather than a

preparatory phase for a deeper connection with God.
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3. The Illusion of the "American-Dream Marriage": The author

 critiques the idea of an ideal marriage as the ultimate source of happiness,

akin to a mirage that promises fulfillment but ultimately leaves one

unsatisfied. He argues that these longings are meant to guide us towards

God, who offers the true fulfillment we seek, advocating that we should

hunger for righteousness as the pathway to true satisfaction.

4. Belief in God’s Unconditional Love: A significant barrier to

 embracing singleness is the struggle to believe in God’s immense love for

us, especially when past relationships may have sowed seeds of mistrust.

Segal reassures readers of God's unwavering commitment and love,

portraying His sacrifices as foundational proof of divine affection. This love

remains constant and is not influenced by worldly circumstances, allowing

an individual to find security and identity apart from marital status.

5. Purposeful Creation: The narrative shifts to reinforce the idea that

 every individual is created with intention and purpose. Segal stresses that

understanding one's identity beyond societal norms—like pursuing marriage

or success—is paramount. Every person is designed to reflect God’s image,

making each life a testimony of His glory. This understanding compels

individuals to live for a greater purpose, which is to reveal God's truth in all

aspects of life.
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6. The Call to Reflect God’s Glory: Segal emphasizes the importance of

 living in a manner that glorifies God, not merely as an act of obedience but

as a fulfilling way to express the love that God has shown us. The notion

that God is most glorified in us when we find our deepest satisfaction in Him

is a central theme. It encourages readers to view their lives—in waiting,

dating, or even in finding a future spouse—through the lens of glorifying

God.

7. The Consequences of Sin and Redemption: The chapter delves into

 the nature of sin, emphasizing the universal experience of falling short of

God’s glory. Segal recounts the gravity of sin but contrasts it with God’s

loving response through Jesus, who redeems us and reshapes our identity as

reflections of His glory. This redemption transforms our understanding of

life, marriage, and purpose.

8. God's Ultimate Desire for Us: Ultimately, Segal posits that God’s

 design for salvation is not merely about escaping hell or gaining a selfish

happiness but is deeply relational—God desires a profound connection with

us. The author vividly explains that our salvation is intended to bring us to a

place of glorifying God, achieving ultimate fulfillment through a loving

relationship with Him.

9. Living for Eternal Significance: The chapter closes with an

 empowering message about living out our God-given purpose. Segal
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challenges readers to pursue their lives with a focus on God’s glory,

highlighting that true contentment isn’t found in marriage or earthly needs

but in aligning one’s life with God's plans. He encourages individuals to

embrace their identity as beloved children of God, capable of experiencing

profound joy in that relationship which far surpasses any earthly union.

In summary, Marshall Segal's first chapter provides a comprehensive

exploration of the complexities of being unmarried, emphasizing that while

the longing for love and connection is natural, true fulfillment lies in a deep

relationship with God, who created us for His glory. This relationship is

characterized by unwavering love, a profound identity, and an overarching

purpose that transcends earthly relationships.
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Chapter 2 Summary: 1 Love Is Looking for You

In Chapter 2 of “Not Yet Married,” the author, Marshall Segal, dives into the

 intricacies of love, relationship, and purpose as they relate to the experience

of being unmarried. This exploration is framed around the idea that our quest

for happiness, love, and significance often leads us to seek these things in

the wrong places.

The chapter opens with a universal truth: we are all wired to desire love,

happiness, and a meaningful existence. It highlights how temporary joys,

like indulging in a brownie or winning at a game, remind us that we were

made for something more profound. Contrary to this innate yearning, many

individuals mistakenly pursue fulfillment and worth through romantic

relationships instead of through their relationship with God. This misguided

search can lead to discontentment in being single, often resulting in a

detrimental belief that marriage is the key to happiness.

Segal recounts his personal journey, illustrating the many relationships he

pursued, believing they would lead to marital fulfillment. However, he

ultimately recognizes that these pursuits often stemmed from a desire to

fulfill his own needs rather than genuinely seeking companionship grounded

in God's love. He emphasizes the loneliness and pressure of singleness when

one's identity is tied to romantic relationships, revealing how such a

viewpoint can distort one's understanding of worth and purpose.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Segal then critiques the “American-Dream Marriage," presenting it as an

elusive dream rather than a guaranteed source of happiness. He describes

how those fixated on earthly pleasures—including marriage—find

themselves spiritually unfulfilled, akin to waking from a dream without any

real sustenance. The author argues instead that our deep longings are meant

to lead us to God, who offers true love and joy as opposed to the empty

promises of fleeting happiness.

Transitioning to the idea of God’s love, Segal reassures readers that God

genuinely loves each person, regardless of their past or current

circumstances. He draws from scripture to stress how God's affection is

unwavering and far surpasses any potential love from a human partner.

Understanding and accepting this love is crucial for healing the heart’s

wounds and building a healthy perspective on relationships.

Equally, Segal emphasizes that we are created intentionally, each designed

with a unique purpose that transcends marital status. Thousands of years

ago, God decided how and when each person would exist, which should lead

to a profound understanding of individual importance and calling. He asserts

that everyone has a role to play within God’s design—one that extends

beyond traditional societal expectations like marriage.

The author elaborates on the need for us to bear witness to God’s glory
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through our lives. He encourages readers to consider their lives as arenas

where they can share God’s greatness with others, regardless of marital

status. Living for God's glory is described not as a chore but as a fulfilling

endeavor that aligns with our ultimate happiness.

Segal finally addresses the danger of distractions that can deter unmarried

individuals from fulfilling their purpose. He speaks to the specific challenges

faced by singles, underscoring how the enemy may attempt to lead them into

isolation or discouragement. However, singles have unique opportunities to

serve and invest their time in meaningful ways that can produce lasting

impact.

Throughout this chapter, Segal offers a series of exhortations and reflections

on living as “single, satisfied, and sent.” He advocates for small acts of

service, embracing spontaneity, and practicing selflessness, all of which lay

the groundwork for a life rich in purpose and devotion to God. Each point

reinforces the notion that singleness does not equate to incompleteness but

rather serves as a unique and precious season for devout service to others. 

In conclusion, Chapter 2 of “Not Yet Married” urges readers to find their

significance and identity in God’s love and purpose rather than in the pursuit

of marriage. It champions a life devoted to mission and service, encouraging

those who are single to embrace their season as a time for personal and

spiritual growth, ultimately positioning themselves to reflect God’s glory in
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the world.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Find significance and identity in God's love, not in marital

status

Critical Interpretation: Imagine waking up each day, fully aware that

your worth and purpose are not tethered to a relationship, but deeply

rooted in the unconditional love of God. This realization could

transform your life; instead of feeling incomplete or yearning for

validation from a partner, you can embrace your identity as a

cherished child of God. The pressures and expectations of societal

norms around marriage fade away, allowing you to explore your

passions and purpose with a newfound freedom. You can take bold

steps toward living a life dedicated to serving others and glorifying

God, which brings genuine joy and fulfillment. This chapter

encourages you to view your current season of singleness as a unique

opportunity—not a waiting room for love, but a divine calling to

grow, serve, and impact the world in ways that reflect God's greatness.
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Chapter 3: 2 Single, Satisfied, and Sent

In this chapter from "Not Yet Married" by Marshall Segal, the author

 discusses the valuable lessons learned while being single and the

opportunities that come with it. It begins with Segal’s experience

volunteering alongside a recovering alcoholic named Will, which served as

both a ministry and a personal learning opportunity. Segal emphasizes that

living for God's glory goes beyond visible ministries and numbers; it often

manifests in quiet and unseen acts, such as his weekly Bible study with Will.

1. Purpose of Redemption: The author highlights that Christians are

 saved not simply for salvation's sake but to be sent out into the world to

spread the gospel—the Great Commission. Jesus' command to make

disciples comes with authority and urgency. The emphasis is on the

necessity of sharing the message of salvation, as many are unaware of their

fate without it.

2. Distraction in Singleness: Segal warns that as single people, there are
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Chapter 4 Summary: 3 Undivided and Undistracted

In this chapter, the author delves deep into the struggles and experiences of

 single individuals navigating a world filled with distractions, expectations,

and disappointments. He emphasizes that singleness, while often viewed

through a lens of loneliness and unmet desires, can also be an opportunity

for spiritual growth and undistracted devotion to God.

The modern age, characterized by advanced technology, has fostered a

generation that is simultaneously hyper-connected and intensely distracted.

The author notes that distractions manifest themselves in various

forms—cares, riches, or pleasures—and that they can inhibit one's spiritual

maturity by diverting attention from God's eternal truth to transient worldly

pursuits. These distractions can suffocate the richness of faith, causing many

to experience a disjointed relationship with God amid their busyness.

The chapter also explores the complexities of marriage and its

responsibilities. While marriage is celebrated as a good gift from God, it is

also acknowledged for its demanding nature, which can necessitate a shift in

focus and priorities. The Apostle Paul advises individuals to carefully

consider their choices regarding marriage, positing that the unmarried have

more freedom to serve the Lord without worldly distractions, thus

highlighting the profound spiritual implications of the decisions we make

during this season of life.
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1. Life's Temporal Nature: The author stresses the brevity of life, calling

 readers to recognize that earthly experiences, achievements, and

relationships are temporary. In stark contrast to the eternal nature of God,

many find themselves caught up in fleeting moments of success or

happiness, missing the value of investing in a relationship with Jesus. 

2. Heaven and Hell: There's a crucial reminder that Jesus will return,

 and the reality of heaven and hell should weigh heavily on our hearts. The

urgency to share the gospel and the realities of our spiritual state must not be

overlooked while we navigate daily distractions.

3. Identity Beyond Singlehood: The author urges singles to reflect on

 their worth beyond societal pressures and expectations regarding marriage.

The invitation is to find significance in the presence and love of God rather

than in marital status. The author argues that accepting one's current life

situation—even if it is not what one anticipated—can lead to a deeper

understanding of God’s purpose and provision.

4. Warfare Against Distraction: Singleness is framed as a battlefield

 where one's vulnerabilities are preyed upon by spiritual forces. The need for

vigilance against the enemy's lies is paramount, and the biblical model of

casting one’s anxieties on God is encouraged as a pathway to healing and

strength.
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5. Ten Promises for Pain: The chapter concludes by presenting ten

 biblical promises that offer hope amid suffering, highlighting the

transformative power of faith that sustains individuals throughout life's

trials. These include assurance of God’s presence, the power of suffering to

build character, and the ultimate promise of eternal joy.

Ultimately, the chapter suggests that the life you may not have wanted can

still hold immense value and purpose when centered around God. Embracing

this can lead to a fulfilling life marked by peace, joy, and unwavering faith,

as long as one's treasures are stored in heaven rather than on earth. In the

light of eternity, it becomes clear that personal desires, while significant,

cannot overshadow the fulfillment found in a deep relationship with God.

Key
Concept Description

Life's
Temporal
Nature

Emphasizes the brevity of life and the importance of investing in a
relationship with Jesus over temporary earthly pursuits.

Heaven
and Hell

Reminds readers of Jesus' return and the urgency to share the gospel
amidst daily distractions.

Identity
Beyond
Singlehood

Encourages singles to find their worth in God's love rather than societal
expectations around marriage.

Warfare
Against
Distraction

Frames singleness as a battle against spiritual distractions, highlighting
the importance of vigilance and casting anxieties on God.
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Key
Concept Description

Ten
Promises
for Pain

Presents ten biblical promises that provide hope and strength through
suffering, emphasizing God's presence and the potential for character
growth.

Overall
Message

Life's challenges can be meaningful when centered around God, leading
to peace and unwavering faith, regardless of personal desires.
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Chapter 5 Summary: 4 Love the Life You Never Wanted

In "Not Yet Married," the author reflects on the complexities and heartaches

 of singleness, offering profound insights into the emotional landscape that

many individuals navigate during this phase of life. The chapter emphasizes

the reality that singleness can often breed loneliness, disappointment, and

isolation—a struggle that is not fully comprehended by many who are

married. 

The journey of becoming independent marks a significant transition from

childhood to adulthood, where individual responsibility replaces parental

authority. However, this newfound independence can lead to isolation,

distancing individuals from their communities. While social media gives the

illusion of connection, such connections often lack depth and authenticity.

The author warns against the spiritual dangers of isolation, highlighting the

need for accountability and mutual encouragement among believers.

Central to the discussion is the notion that true healing and strength come

from genuine relationships within a faith community. Hebrews encourages

believers to exhort one another daily, breaking the cycle of isolation that

Satan exploits. Christians must strive to cultivate real connections, as

isolating oneself can create pride and a false sense of self-sufficiency in

times of pain.
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Experiencing pain often propels individuals into isolation, making it

imperative to seek out community for support. The chapter discusses the

misguided tendency to dismiss the encouragement of others simply because

they may not have experienced the same pain. Rejection of communal

support can lead individuals to further alienation.

The author urges readers to seek a local church body, contrasting the

temporary nature of friendships held together by affection with the

covenantal strength of church membership. The church provides a safe

haven for spiritual nourishment and accountability. Furthermore, engaging

with married couples offers valuable lessons about life's complexities and

the dynamics of marriage, providing fertile ground for growth and learning.

In essence, fulfilling relationships formed within the context of the church

community provide love, support, and guidance, enabling individuals to

thrive even in the wait for marriage. The author encourages readers to

embrace their current circumstances, viewing them as opportunities for

growth, service, and deeper intimacy with God and others. 

The insights can be summarized into the following key principles:

1. The Reality of Singleness: Singleness often comes with unique

 challenges that many in relationships may not fully comprehend.
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2. Independence vs. Isolation: True independence can lead to feelings of

 isolation, highlighting the need for community connection.

3. The Illusion of Social Media Relationships: While online platforms

 appear to create connections, they often lack a deeper understanding and

intimacy.

4. The Importance of Mutual Encouragement: Regularly engaging with

 fellow believers is crucial for spiritual health, particularly in times of

distress.

5. Navigating Pain with Community Support: The experience of pain

 can create pride and distance; sharing struggles fosters healing.

6. Church as a Place of Belonging: Membership in a local church is

 essential for accountability and spiritual growth, offering support that

transcends mere friendships.

7. Learning from Married Friends: Engaging with married couples can

 provide invaluable insights into relationships and family life.

8. Embracing Your Current Season: Finding joy and contentment in the

 present circumstance can lead to a deeper relationship with God. 
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9. Faith and Dependence: Acknowledging the need for both dependence

 on God and others is crucial for spiritual maturity.

10. Community is Vital: Building authentic relationships within the

 body of Christ ensures that individuals are supported, cherished, and

encouraged, promoting a healthy Christian life. 

Overall, the chapter urges readers to view their life experiences through the

lens of faith and community, embracing the richness of relationships while

navigating their not-yet-married journey.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Importance of Mutual Encouragement

Critical Interpretation: Imagine finding yourself in a challenging

season of life, feeling isolated and overwhelmed by the struggles

many simply dismiss. This chapter nudges you to seek out genuine

connections within your faith community, reminding you that mutual

encouragement is not merely a suggestion but a lifeline. By reaching

out to fellow believers, you’re not just seeking comfort for yourself;

you’re also offering invaluable support to others. Each conversation

becomes an opportunity for shared strength, transforming the weight

of loneliness into a shared journey of hope. In a world that often prizes

individualism, embracing this call to community can inspire you to

cultivate deeper relationships that nurture your spirit and propel you

toward spiritual growth. Leaning on one another not only deepens

your faith but also reinforces the truth that you are never truly alone in

your struggles.
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Chapter 6: 5 Knowing Everyone but Never Known

In the journey of life, moving from childhood to adulthood serves as a

 pathway toward independence, a transition that is both celebrated and

encouraged by our supportive parents. However, as we embrace this

independence, we often encounter an unintended consequence: isolation.

While gaining the ability to make our own decisions and manage our lives is

exhilarating, it can also become a source of loneliness, particularly in the

not-yet-married stage of life. In this stage, independence can morph into a

self-sufficient lifestyle, distancing us from the necessary accountability and

encouragement of community.

1. The Nature of Independence and Isolation  

Navigating adulthood comes with a growing sense of self-reliance, yet this

self-sufficiency can lead individuals down a path of detachment. As lives

become increasingly isolated, the risk arises of disconnecting from the grace

and support that are vital for spiritual health and growth. God did not intend

for anyone to live in solitude. The essence of Christian maturity lies not only
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Chapter 7 Summary: 6 100,000 Hours

In Chapter 7 of "Not Yet Married," Marshall Segal delves into the crucial

 intersections of work, personal growth, and spiritual maturity for those who

are single and contemplating their future. The chapter fundamentally

questions how to approach work and life in a manner that honors God,

especially during the waiting period of singleness. 

1. The Significance of Our Work: Life frequently poses the challenging

question of career choice, a dilemma faced by many singles. With

approximately 100,000 hours of work life ahead, the text emphasizes that

our work can serve God's glory, irrespective of the profession. Every job,

whether it's in engineering, healthcare, or homemaking, holds potential to

reflect Christ.

2. The Double-Edged Sword of Work: While work can provide deep

fulfillment and serve God's mission, it can also become an idol.

Professionals may inadvertently invest time and affection into their jobs,

delaying personal growth essential for future relationships. Segal warns

against allowing career ambitions to overshadow God's purpose and the

desire for marriage.

3. The Roots of Our Struggles: The chapter transitions into the theme of

emotional turmoil often faced in singleness. Many might develop a sense of
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inadequacy, framing themselves by what they lack. Segal argues that this

perspective leads to a cycle of procrastination where one delays personal

development, believing that marriage will inevitably fulfill their needs.

4. Nine Lies in the Not-Yet-Married Life: Segal outlines common deceptions

that singles often face. These lies suggest that their feelings of selfishness,

impatience, and entitlement are justified by their single status. The antidote

to these lies is found in God's Word, which encourages a mindset of love,

peace, kindness, and commitment regardless of marital status.

5. The Call to Growth: The chapter argues against the notion that

accountability and growth in holiness can only be realized in marriage.

Every single believer is accountable to God, called to pursue righteousness

earnestly now. The effort one puts toward personal development today can

yield benefits for future relationships.

6. The Importance of Commitment: A common misconception is that singles

aren’t required to maintain commitments, leading to flakiness. This chapter

stresses the biblical call to steadfastness and the value of integrity in all life

stages, encouraging singles to work diligently and remain committed even

amid struggles.

7. The Pathway to Spiritual Fruit: To cultivate the fruit of the Spirit,

individuals must confront and eliminate sin. Segal uses the analogy of
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weeding a garden, noting that unchecked sin can spread and disrupt spiritual

growth. He prompts singles to actively remove the weeds of sin that hinder

their relationship with God and others.

8. A Greater Joy: Lastly, Segal reminds readers that true joy does not stem

from relationship status but from a deep-rooted satisfaction in Christ. The

pursuit of God over worldly desires transforms one's internal landscape,

providing fullness that transcends the temporary chaos of singleness.

In conclusion, Chapter 7 emphasizes that while the journey of being not yet

married may sometimes lead to feelings of inadequacy or distraction, it can

also serve as a pivotal period for growth, repentance, and dedication to

God’s calling. Rather than succumbing to societal pressures, singles are

encouraged to embrace their season, pursue holiness, and prepare their hearts

for future marriages in alignment with divine purpose.
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Chapter 8 Summary: 7 Procrastination in Pursuing Him

In the pursuit of relationship and personal growth during singleness, there is

 a significant danger of procrastinating in our spiritual development. Many

individuals, in their quest for love and companionship, may find themselves

getting distracted by their current circumstances, losing sight of their journey

with Jesus. Continuous transformation is vital, as one cannot remain

stagnant. The period of singleness is not time for complacency but a crucial

opportunity for cultivating godliness and character.

1. Avoid Procrastination in Spiritual Growth: Many individuals delay

 their pursuit of godliness under the false belief that marriage will hold the

key to their spiritual maturity. While relationships can be catalysts for

growth, they primarily diagnose existing flaws rather than prescribe

solutions. Personal development should be an integral aspect of life before

and during the search for a spouse; the essential fruit of spiritual growth is

accessible to all.

2. Identify and Combat Lies: There are nine prevalent lies that can

 hinder personal growth during this time:

   - Selfishness: Many may believe their conditions of singleness justify

 selfish behavior. However, true love and community are rooted in giving

rather than taking.

   - Anxiety: Singleness can lead to stress and worry about future
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 relationships. But real peace comes from trusting in God's plan, not in

uncertainty.

   - Impatience: A culture of instant gratification undermines the beauty

 of patience, necessary for deeper spiritual rewards.

   - Entitlement: An entitlement mentality can stifle compassion for

 others, while kindness should prevail.

   - Lack of Holiness: Some might postpone their spiritual priorities until

 marriage. Every individual, regardless of marital status, is called to pursue

holiness now.

   - Flakiness: The perceived freedom in singleness can lead to unreliable

 behavior. Reliability is a valued trait that should be cultivated in all life

stages.

   - Harshness: Individual struggles could drive people to be insensitive.

 The call is to respond with gentleness and understanding.

   - Undisciplined Living: An unchecked life can lead to sin’s domination.

 Discipline in enjoying life’s gifts while prioritizing God is crucial.

   - Unhappiness in Singleness: Seeking to satisfy inner longings through

 marriage alone will lead to discontent. True joy and satisfaction are found in

a relationship with God.

3. Weeding the Garden of Your Heart: To cultivate spiritual fruit, one

 must proactively combat sin. Like weeds in a garden, unchecked issues can

quickly take over and block growth. Addressing sins timely is critical, as

each provides an opening for further growth in grace. The goal is victory
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over sin which will prepare for future relationships and enhance one’s

ministry.

4. The Importance of Prayer: Prayer is central to the Christian

 experience, serving as the lifeblood for understanding God's will and

seeking spiritual growth. It is through prayer that individuals connect with

God, gain clarity, and find strength amid life's distractions. The call to

prayer isn't just for moments of crisis but should permeate daily life, shaping

one's whole perspective and actions.

5. Specific Prayers for the Unmarried: The author provides nine

 targeted prayers for those navigating the complexities of singleness, aimed

at fostering a deep relationship with God. These include a willingness to

align with God's will, the desire for spiritual revelation, finding ultimate

satisfaction in Him, and having faith rather than resorting to despair in

loneliness. Importantly, these prayers seek to cultivate a spirit of humility,

selflessness, and reliance on God while allowing individuals to grow in their

journey toward potential marriage.

Ultimately, whether single or married, each person is called to deepening

their relationship with God, rooted in constant prayer and accountability,

allowing His transformative love to flourish in their lives. Embracing this

time actively can lead to profound personal growth and fulfilling

relationships, aligning one's heart with divine purpose.
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Chapter 9: 8 The Secret Most Important Step

In the journey of singleness and the quest for a meaningful relationship, the

 essential step to take is prayer. Whether one is single or married, young or

elderly, prayer is the fundamental power source for our lives. It goes beyond

temporary gratifications like coffee or social media—it is a deep,

transformative connection with God that fuels our hearts and minds. Despite

our recognition of its importance, many struggle with their prayer lives,

often feeling insecure due to perceived inadequacies in their approach or

frequency of prayer.

A significant barrier to consistent prayer is discomfort and the lack of

immediate results. However, scripture emphasizes that prayer is vital for

those who follow Jesus. It serves as the foundation upon which all aspects of

life must be built. To discern God's will, one must engage in prayer, as it

opens the door to spiritual wisdom and understanding, revealing God’s

purpose for our lives. 

Prayer serves multiple roles: it enhances our understanding of God as our
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Chapter 10 Summary: Part 2 When the Not Yet Married
Meet

In contemporary society, the notion of dating has morphed significantly,

 leading many to declare it dead. This cultural shift has often de-emphasized

the notion of formal courtship and commitment, relegating relationships to

the realm of fleeting texts and superficial interactions. However, the author

passionately argues that this perspective is fundamentally flawed; dating

should be pursued with greater intent, purpose, and a focus on cultivating

relationships that mirror the sacred nature of marriage itself.

1. Understanding the Essence of Marriage: Marriage should be viewed

 through a spiritual lens, where the focus lies on the commitment to God and

each other rather than temporary desires such as social validation or physical

intimacy. The vision of marriage as a reflection of divine love provides a

meaningful framework for dating.

2. Simplicity in Commitment: Contrary to the modern complexity of

 relationships, the author emphasizes that choosing a spouse is

straightforward and rooted in shared faith and the complementary nature of

the sexes as outlined in biblical teachings. A successful marriage is

constructed not on frivolous compatibility but on a committed alliance.

3. Clarity Over Intimacy: The author warns of the perils of prematurely
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 investing emotionally or physically in a dating relationship. The foundation

of dating should be clarity regarding the potential for marriage, which

ultimately fosters a more profound and sacrificial intimacy.

4. Timing in Dating: A key principle stressed is the importance of not

 engaging in dating until one is ready for marriage. Many enter relationships

aimed at short-term gratification, often without the emotional or logistical

capacity for lifelong commitment. It’s advisable to wait until the prospect of

marriage is within realistic reach.

5. Seek Partners in Purpose: Rather than making marriage the end goal,

 one should pursue relationships with fellow believers actively engaged in

furthering God’s kingdom. This alignment creates mutual growth and shared

aspirations.

6. Caution Against Fantasy: The author suggests a balanced approach

 to nurturing feelings and imagining future plans. It’s critical to keep

aspirations in line with current relational commitments to prevent premature

emotional entanglement.

7. Establishing Boundaries: Recognizing the abundance of temptation in

 dating, clearly defined boundaries are paramount. These create a safeguard

against vulnerability and promote trust in the relationship.
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8. Community Guidance: Engaging with a supportive community offers

 valuable perspectives and accountability in romantic relations. Including

trusted friends and mentors in assessments of one’s dating life provides

insight that might be overlooked by those involved.

9. A Missionary Perspective on Dating: The act of dating should

 exemplify a commitment to living out one’s faith. Relationships can serve

as platforms for evangelism and discipleship, challenging cultural norms and

showcasing the transformative power of a Christ-centered union.

In summary, while dating in today's world is fraught with challenges and

complexities, there exists a pathway to dating differently. By centering a

dating experience on God’s purpose, valuing commitment over temporary

satisfaction, and fostering community and boundaries, the journey can lead

to healthier and more purposeful relationships.
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Chapter 11 Summary: 9 Date for More Than Marriage

In Chapter 11 of "Not Yet Married" by Marshall Segal, the topic revolves

 around the evolving landscape of dating and how it has drifted from

meaningful, intentional relationship building to superficial interactions

dominated by modern technology. Segal asserts that while many proclaim

that dating is "dead" due to cultural shifts favoring casual encounters over

commitment, he contends that this trend undermines the essence of forming

a lifelong partnership, which is a divinely ordained pursuit.

He introduces a poignant reflection on his personal experiences with dating

during his youth, filled with mistakes and a longing for true intimacy. Segal

emphasizes that the pursuit of romantic relationships should yield something

deeper than mere companionship or physical satisfaction; rather, it must

reflect the principles and divine love outlined in scripture.

1. Know What Makes Marriage Worthwhile: Segal stresses the necessity

 of understanding the true purpose of marriage—it's about mutual

commitment to God and each other, and not just about social status or

physical attraction. This requires individuals to align their dating goals with

a faith-based vision of marriage.

2. Simplicity in Commitment: He states that the foundation of marriage

 is stronger when based on commitment rather than compatibility,
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referencing biblical teachings that elevate spiritual unity over personal

preferences.

3. Clarity Over Intimacy: Segal prioritizes clarity in relationships over

 premature intimacy. He warns against the emotional risks associated with

dating before fully discerning whether a relationship should lead to

marriage.

4. Waiting to Date: He argues convincingly that one should wait to date

 until they are ready for marriage, emphasizing maturity, spiritual growth,

and readiness for the responsibilities that come with a lifelong partnership.

5. Seek Partnership in Purpose: Segal encourages singles to engage with

 others who share their faith and mission, suggesting that mutual service in a

community can forge meaningful relationships aligned with God’s purpose.

6. Guard Against Over-Commitment: He cautions against allowing

 emotional or romantic imaginations to run too far ahead before

commitments are established, encouraging a measured pace in all areas of

the relationship.

7. The Importance of Boundaries: Segal emphasizes the necessity of

 setting boundaries to protect the sanctity of the relationship.

Acknowledging the potential for temptation, he advocates for a proactive

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


approach to purity and trust.

8. Include Your Community: He advises seeking direction from trusted

 community members in the church, who can offer wise counsel and

accountability regarding relationship choices.

9. Missionary Dating: Instead of merely seeking relationships for

 personal fulfillment, Segal proposes dating as an opportunity to represent

and spread the Gospel. Relationships should ideally enhance both

individuals' paths toward God.

He concludes by reinforcing the notion that pursuing marriage is an

inherently hopeful journey—that God graces those who seek Him with true

love and companionship. The ultimate aim of dating, as per Segal, extends

beyond finding a partner; it is about glorifying God through our

relationships and aligning them with His will.

In the subsequent section, titled "The Best Book on Dating," Segal delves

into the relevance of the Bible in shaping contemporary dating practices

despite its absence of explicit dating guidelines. He insists that the rich,

living wisdom found in scripture provides fundamental truths relevant across

ages, illuminating the principles for loving relationships and discerning life

choices.
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Through examining biblical narratives, such as the story of Isaac and

Rebekah, Segal encourages readers to adopt a broader perspective on

romantic pursuits and stresses the importance of aligning those relationships

with God’s intent.

Overall, Marshall Segal’s insights challenge the reader to view dating as a

sacred endeavor, rooted in faith, purpose, and community, ultimately

guiding them toward a fruitful and meaningful marriage.

Key Points Description

Evolution of
Dating

Discussion on how dating has shifted from meaningful
relationships to superficial interactions driven by technology.

Purpose of
Marriage

The necessity to understand marriage as a commitment to God
and each other, beyond social status or attraction.

Simplicity in
Commitment

Marriage should be founded on commitment over compatibility,
emphasizing spiritual unity.

Clarity Over
Intimacy

Importance of clarity in relationships before pursuing intimacy,
warning against premature emotional risks.

Waiting to Date Advocating for waiting to date until ready for marriage, focusing on
maturity and spiritual growth.

Seek Partnership
in Purpose

Encouragement to engage with others who share faith and
community missions for meaningful relationships.

Guard Against
Over-Commitment

Cautioning against emotional fantasies before establishing
commitments, promoting a measured pace in relationships.

Boundaries Emphasis on setting boundaries to protect relationships and
advocating for purity and trust.
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Key Points Description

Include Your
Community

Valuing direction and accountability from trusted community
members regarding relationship choices.

Missionary Dating Proposing dating as a way to spread the Gospel, enhancing
individual paths toward God.

The Role of
Scripture

Highlighting the Bible's relevance in contemporary dating, offering
wisdom for loving relationships.

Overall Insight Encouraging viewing dating as a sacred endeavor rooted in faith,
purpose, and community leading to meaningful marriage.
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Chapter 12: 10 The Best Book on Dating

In Marshall Segal's "Not Yet Married," Chapter 12 emphasizes the profound

 depth and relevance of the Bible in understanding dating and relationships,

advocating for a biblical foundation rather than reliance on contemporary

dating advice.

The essence of the chapter is encapsulated in several pivotal points:

1. The Bible as the Ultimate Guide: Contrary to popular belief, the most

significant text on dating is not a recent publication; it is the Bible, written

over two millennia ago. The Bible does not explicitly discuss dating but

offers profound insights into relationships and morality. It is presented not as

a dated textbook but as an invaluable resource that remains active and

applicable, providing necessary guidance for life's complexities, including

dating.

2. Core Biblical Teachings: Paul's instruction to Timothy highlights the

authority and profitability of Scripture, which makes believers wise and
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Chapter 13 Summary: 11 Your Last First Date

In Chapter 13 of "Not Yet Married" by Marshall Segal, the author reflects on

 the significance of approaching dating with the ultimate goal of marriage,

rather than pursuing intimacy for its own sake. 

1. The Importance of Intentional First Dates: The chapter begins with a

 personal anecdote about Segal's first date with a woman he met at a

wedding. He emphasizes the need for thoughtfulness in planning a date,

selecting enjoyable activities that facilitate genuine connection and fun,

while also signaling seriousness without desperation. The date initially

appears successful, bursting with shared interests and laughter, which leads

Segal to express his desire for a deeper relationship. However, he encounters

an unexpected response: the woman views him as a "good friend" rather than

a potential romantic partner. This moment serves as a painful reminder of

the uncertainties in dating.

2. Challenges in Believing in Marriage: The chapter addresses a

 growing skepticism around the institution of marriage, particularly amid

high divorce rates and societal shifts prioritizing individual pursuits. Many

young people are deterred by bad experiences and the perceived difficulties

of maintaining relationships. Segal stresses the spiritual, missional, and

eternal significance of marriage for Christians, contending that it is divinely

ordained and fundamentally good. 
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3. The Beauty of Marriage: Segal articulates five compelling reasons

 marriage should still be desired, centering around its nature as a

foundational element of God's creation, the exposure of societal priorities

that often diminish marriage's value, the responsibility of raising children

within a loving union, the sanctifying effect that marriage has on

individuals, and the gospel's clear representation through marital vows and

commitments.

4. Marriage versus Intimacy: The chapter underscores the crucial

 distinction between clarity and intimacy in dating. Segal argues that many

pursue relationships for emotional and physical intimacy, often at the cost of

clarity regarding their true intentions and goals. Intimacy, while desirable,

should not eclipse the importance of understanding whether a partner is

genuinely suited for marriage. 

5. The Role of Clarity in Dating: Segal stresses that clarity should

 precede intimacy. Healthy relationships develop when both partners are

aligned with God's desires and each other's values. He suggests that

individuals should seek affirmation from their community and confirm

calling from God before committing to marriage.

6. Principles of Attraction: The chapter also discusses the importance of

 physical attraction within Christian dating, advising that genuine connection
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should encompass more than just physical allure; it should be rooted in

shared faith and character. While initial attraction may lead to interest,

lasting relationships must evolve to prioritize spiritual compatibility and

growth.

7. Trust in God's Plan: Finally, he emphasizes that clarity comes

 through trust in God’s timing and His guidance—recognizing that both

heart and community affirmations are vital in discerning whether someone is

the right partner. He encourages readers to ask meaningful questions that

deepen the understanding of each other rather than focusing on physical or

superficial aspects.

In conclusion, Chapter 13 serves as a heartfelt plea for a transformational

approach to dating, underscoring that pursuing a marriage rooted in faith and

clarity can lead to a marriage that reflects God’s love and purpose. Segal’s

insights aim to encourage diligent and thoughtful navigation through the

complexities of modern dating, reminding readers of the significance of

having a Christ-centered vision for their future relationships.
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Chapter 14 Summary: 12 Is He the One?

In chapter 14 of "Not Yet Married," the author Marshall Segal delves into the

 complex and often tumultuous journey of understanding relationships,

particularly in the context of dating and marriage. Segal reflects candidly on

his past mistakes in dating—relationships driven by an urgency for intimacy

rather than seeking clarity about the person he would eventually marry. 

1. The Allure of Intimacy vs. Clarity: Many individuals date primarily

 for intimacy, yearning for deep connections and love. However, Segal

emphasizes that intimacy should not be pursued at the expense of clarity. He

shares his experience of often prioritizing personal desires over God's

intentions during his dating life, leading to regrets. The principle he

highlights is simple yet profound: pursuing clarity in relationships is

essential before diving into intimacy, as it leads to more meaningful and

fulfilling connections. 

2. Covenantal Intimacy: Segal asserts that the true rewards of intimacy

 are found within the sacred boundaries of marriage. Emphasizing the

covenantal nature of marriage, he conveys that marital intimacy is marked

by a profound sense of safety and commitment that is absent in non-marital

relationships. Without the promise of commitment, intimacy can lead to

vulnerability and potential heartbreak. 
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3. Analogy of Bicycles and Airplanes: Segal utilizes a compelling

 analogy comparing dating to learning to fly an airplane rather than riding a

bicycle. Just as obtaining a pilot’s license requires extensive training,

assessments, and mastery of safety protocols, so too should dating be

approached with discernment and care. Expediting the process for the sake

of intimacy can be reckless, often masking the real purpose of dating:

identifying a suitable partner for marriage.

4. Pursuing Personal Clarity: The chapter encourages readers to engage

 in self-reflection to determine whether a partner is truly "the one." This

involves assessing one’s relationship with God and ensuring that both

partners share a mutual love for God that surpasses their affection for each

other. Clear directives are provided for self-evaluation, asking essential

questions about character and spiritual alignment rather than mere physical

attraction.

5. Physical Attraction and Its Evolution: While acknowledging the role

 of physical attraction in relationships, Segal insists that it is merely a

starting point. True and lasting attraction evolves as individuals grow in

understanding each other’s character and faith. This deeper connection is

significantly more valuable and enduring than mere physical appeal.

6. God Provides Clarity: Segal stresses that clarity in relationships

 comes not just from personal introspection but also involves community
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and opportunities presented by God. By allowing God to orchestrate these

aspects, individuals can navigate their relational journeys more effectively

and with greater purpose. 

7. Shifting Questions: The chapter encourages a shift in the nature of

 questions asked in dating. Instead of focusing solely on physicality and

boundaries, the conversation should revolve around character, faith, and

commitment. This shift fosters relationships that are grounded in deeper

values, guiding each partner toward clarity about their intentions.

Throughout the chapter, Segal’s reflections are laced with vulnerability and

wisdom, ultimately urging readers to approach dating with a mindset

centered on clarity, patience, and the understanding of love as selfless and

communal rather than selfish and individualistic. The journey towards

marriage is positioned not as a series of romantic escapades but as a sacred

pathway marked by divine guidance and a commitment to honor both

oneself and one’s future partner.

Section Summary

The Allure of
Intimacy vs.
Clarity

Segal reflects on the common pursuit of intimacy in dating,
emphasizing the importance of seeking clarity about a future partner
before engaging in intimacy.

Covenantal
Intimacy

True intimacy is found within marriage, which provides safety and
commitment unlike non-marital relationships that can lead to
vulnerability.
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Section Summary

Analogy of
Bicycles and
Airplanes

Dating should be approached with care, similar to obtaining a pilot’s
license, as rushing can obscure the true purpose of finding a marriage
partner.

Pursuing
Personal
Clarity

Readers are encouraged to reflect on their relationship with God and
assess if their partner aligns with their spiritual values beyond physical
attraction.

Physical
Attraction and
Its Evolution

While physical attraction is important, lasting relationships grow from
understanding each other’s character and faith.

God Provides
Clarity

Community support and divine guidance are essential for achieving
clarity in relationships, enabling better navigation in dating.

Shifting
Questions

The nature of questions in dating should shift from physicality to
character and commitment, fostering deeper, value-centered
relationships.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Pursuing Clarity in Relationships

Critical Interpretation: Imagine if, before you dive headfirst into the

thrill of dating, you take a step back and genuinely assess the clarity of

your intentions. Picture transforming your dating dynamic into one

centered around understanding and mutual growth rather than just

seeking immediate intimacy. Marshall Segal’s insight reminds you

that relationships founded on clarity lead to more meaningful

connections. By prioritizing clarity—through honest conversations

about character, values, and purpose—you’re not only protecting your

heart but also cultivating a foundation that celebrates commitment and

deep understanding. Instead of rushing into feelings and physical

attraction, you embrace a journey enriched with purpose and aligned

intentions, ultimately paving the way for future fulfillment in love.
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Chapter 15: 13 Sexual Freedom and Purity

The chapter begins with a personal reflection on the author’s experience

 with sexual purity, revealing the complexity of navigating relationships

within a Christian framework. The author confesses a past of sexual

encounters before marriage, despite having grown up in a devout Christian

environment. This backdrop sets the stage for a deeper exploration of sexual

selflessness, purity, and the gospel's transformative power in relationships.

1. Selflessness and Generosity in Relationships  

Sex is portrayed as a selfless gift meant to be shared only within the bounds

of marriage. The author references biblical passages that encourage mutual

consideration between spouses, highlighting the idea that true intimacy is

about serving the other rather than satisfying one's own desires. In this view,

sexual encounters outside of marriage are seen as misguided and harmful,

reinforcing the importance of self-control and respect for one another even

in dating.
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Chapter 16 Summary: 14 Acts of War in Love

In Chapter 16 of "Not Yet Married" by Marshall Segal, the author explores

 the pivotal role of boundaries in dating and relationships, drawing parallels

between the natural world and God's design for love and marriage. Segal

initiates his discussion with the analogy of the ocean and its vastness,

emphasizing that while its size represents great power and mystery, it

remains safely contained within boundaries established by God. 

1. God’s Boundaries Reflect His Power: Just as God commands the

 oceans to stay within specific limits, He has established similar boundaries

in relationships. Segal asserts that these divine limits are for our protection

and joy, especially when it comes to the profound and often dangerous

depths of marital intimacy. For Christians, recognizing that a partner is not a

spouse solidifies the need for boundaries in dating.

2. The Misleading Narrative of Freedom: Throughout history, Satan has

 manipulated the perception of boundaries in relationships, enticing

individuals to believe that abstaining or waiting is a form of deprivation,

rather than a safeguard for joy and fulfillment. Stephen emphasizes that true

freedom comes not from disregarding boundaries but from respecting them,

providing clarity and ensuring that love thrives within the safety of

commitment.
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3. Redefining What We Seek in Relationships: Segal challenges readers

 to examine their true intentions in dating—whether they seek mere affection

and intimacy or a deeper connection with Jesus. When our aim is to align

our dating lives with faith, the boundaries appear not as restrictions but as

protects us from emotional and spiritual pitfalls. Instead of viewing

boundaries as limitations, they should be seen as vital instruments in our

spiritual warfare against temptation and sin.

4. Three Essential Boundaries:

   - Emotional Independence: It is critically important to cultivate

 emotional boundaries in dating. Segal argues that feelings can often

mislead, blinding individuals to the realities of their relationships; thus,

individuals should maintain a healthy independence, taking care not to

depend on their partner in ways reserved for marriage.

   - Purposeful Conversation: Engaging in meaningful conversations at

 the right time is essential. Discussing topics of marriage and commitment

too soon can lead to anxiety and misunderstandings. It is best to first build a

solid foundation of trust and understanding before delving into such intimate

subjects.

   - Prioritizing Trust Over Physical Interaction: Physical boundaries are

 crucial in cultivating a trusting relationship. Segal advises valuing

emotional trust above physical intimacy, arguing that a relationship devoid

of temptation will flourish more freely and purely within the confines of
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established limits.

5. Active Accountability: Segal underscores the significance of

 accountability throughout the dating process. This includes involving

friends, family, and church communities to provide counsel. Relationships

thrive when individuals are willing to incorporate wise voices in their lives

and seek guidance from others who genuinely care about their spiritual

well-being. Such relationships create a support system that nurtures

faithfulness and purity.

Overall, Segal presents a compelling case for understanding and

implementing boundaries in dating. These boundaries, he asserts, are

essential for developing healthy, Christ-centered relationships that honor

both partners. Rather than viewing them as constraints, they should be seen

as gifts that secure happiness and protection in a world filled with relational

uncertainties. In closing, the chapter reinforces that striving for self-control

and loving accountability paves the way for genuine connection and

fulfillment in our romantic relationships.
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Chapter 17 Summary: 15 The Third Wheel We All Need

In Chapter 17 of "Not Yet Married" by Marshall Segal, the author

 emphasizes the essential role of accountability and support in the journey

towards marriage. He begins by acknowledging our modern reliance on

technology, specifically Google, as a go-to for advice, especially in matters

of relationships. However, Segal warns that while this digital counselor

appears convenient and infinite, it lacks the personal connection and genuine

understanding of our circumstances that real friendships provide. We often

turn to online sources that affirm our existing biases rather than seeking wise

counsel from those who care about us. 

Segal introduces the metaphor of needing a "third wheel," representing the

necessary friends and mentors who will help us navigate the complexities of

dating with integrity and understanding. This support system serves to bear

our burdens—emotional, spiritual, and relational—echoing the biblical

wisdom in Galatians 6:2, which urges us to help one another and share our

struggles.

1. Seeking Accountability: Win friendships that challenge us to grow

 includes accountability in dating, providing the necessary perspective and

wisdom to avoid mistakes. This accountability often feels inconvenient but

is vital for personal development and maintaining faithfulness to God.
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2. Four Pillars of Support: Segal outlines four essential relationships

 that contribute to this accountability: the church family, parents, friends,

and our relationship with the Lord. Each provides a unique set of insights

and guidance that can help steer us back when we veer off course.

3. The Importance of Community: The author argues against isolating

 ourselves within romantic relationships, urging readers not to forget their

church families during their pursuit of love. The church community acts as a

protective buffer, offering both diverse perspectives and support in one’s

journey of faith and relationships.

4. Valuing Parental Input: While it may feel outdated, involving parents

 in dating decisions—honoring their wisdom and perspectives—can provide

invaluable insights, regardless of their beliefs or marital history. This

involvement can facilitate a deeper understanding of ourselves and the

relationship dynamics at play.

5. Surrounding Yourself with Real Friends: Having friends who are

 genuinely invested in our lives and relationships is crucial. Segal

emphasizes the need for open and honest communication, where

accountability is grounded in shared faith and values, enabling us to face our

shortcomings without fear or shame.

6. Self-Examination: The chapter encourages readers to actively engage
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 in self-reflection and evaluation of their relationship choices in light of their

faith. Without this personal accountability, we cannot genuinely engage with

others or foster meaningful relationships.

7. Resting in Grace and Fighting by Faith: The chapter closes by

 anchoring the discussion in the grace extended through Christ. Segal

reminds us that because of this grace, there is no condemnation; thus,

accountability is designed to foster growth rather than shame. He reinforces

the notion that the trials in dating, including heartbreak, are part of a divine

plan leading to greater joy.

By exploring these principles, Segal makes a strong case for the necessity of

involving trusted individuals in our romantic journeys to foster growth,

maintain accountability, and rely on collective wisdom—all while resting in

God's grace.
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Chapter 18: 16 It’s Not You—It’s God

In "Not Yet Married," the author Marshall Segal uses personal anecdotes and

 biblical teachings to explore the complexities and heartaches of love,

particularly in the context of breakups and future marriages. This chapter

stands as a crucial reflection on unrequited love and the lessons learned

through challenging relationships.

The narrative begins with the author's humorous recollection of his

childhood desire for a cell phone, which symbolizes a deeper yearning for

connection and validation. On his sixteenth birthday, he experiences a

profound lesson on God’s provision when, after an initially disappointing

gift, he discovers that his parents had, in fact, gifted him a car—something

far greater than the phone he coveted. This moment sets the stage for a larger

truth: often, God withholds what we want to give us something infinitely

better.

Segal emphasizes that God’s love may prompt difficulties and painful

situations, such as breakups, which can feel overwhelming but ultimately
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Chapter 19 Summary: Conclusion My Dreams for Your
Marriage

In the poignant conclusion of "Not Yet Married," the complex emotions tied

 to marriage are explored through the narrative of a bride on her wedding

day. This moment, long anticipated since childhood, is tinged with the

bittersweet realization that her journey to this point may not align with her

earlier dreams. As she waits anxiously behind an old wooden door, she

reflects on her life and the relationships that have shaped her. Despite the

excitement of marriage, she battles feelings of shame and inadequacy,

burdened by her past mistakes. Having once longed for love that seemed

unattainable, she settled into patterns of dating that left her heartbroken,

culminating in doubts about her worthiness on her wedding day.

As she finally takes the step into the aisle, her fears dissolve upon seeing her

groom. His gaze affirms his love and acceptance of her, despite her

imperfections and past choices. This moment symbolizes the profound

theme of redemption, conveying that even amidst feelings of unworthiness,

love transcends past failures.

The author urges readers to consider the nature of their dreams for marriage.

With a focus on spiritual and relational depth, he shares his aspirations for

his own marriage, highlighting the importance of having a clear vision for

partnership grounded in shared faith and purpose. These dreams include the
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pursuit of joy in God, prayer, raising godly children, and creating a nurturing

home. This clarity of purpose is emphasized as essential for thriving in

marriage, suggesting that without such aspirations, couples may find

themselves disappointed in their relationships.

Moreover, the narrative illustrates how having these dreams can

fundamentally change how we date. Instead of merely contemplating

logistics or surface-level attractions, potential partners should prioritize

shared spiritual goals and commitments to service. The call to look beyond

personal interests and focus on collective growth in faith is a strong

invitation towards a more purposeful approach to dating.

Ultimately, the reflection culminates in the reminder that our earthly

marriages, while significant, are a foreshadowing of a greater union awaiting

in the future—a divine marriage with Christ. The yearning for love and

acceptance experienced in earthly relationships mirrors the spiritual longing

each person holds for connection with God, who willingly embraces us with

grace, love, and forgiveness.

1. Embrace the complexity of emotions surrounding marriage while

recognizing the possibility of redemption amid flaws and past mistakes.

2. Cultivate specific, hope-filled dreams for marriage that center on faith,

mutual growth, and raising godly children to establish a rich and meaningful

future.
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3. Shift perspectives in dating by prioritizing spiritual alignment and a

shared vision for marriage over mere logistics or chemistry.

4. Understand that earthly marriages can reflect and prepare us for the

ultimate union with Christ, emphasizing love, grace, and a deeper purpose in

life.
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