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About the book

In "On My Honor," John Ashcroft takes readers on a compelling journey

that intertwines personal integrity with the moral challenges faced in the

public sphere. The book navigates the often turbulent waters of political

ethics, drawing from Ashcroft's own experiences as a U.S. Attorney General

and a public servant to illustrate the importance of honoring one's principles,

especially in times of adversity. As he recounts poignant moments that

tested his conviction, Ashcroft invites readers to reflect on their own moral

compass and the weight of honor in leadership. This thought-provoking

narrative challenges us to consider the sacrifices and decisions that define

not only our character but also the legacy we leave behind.
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About the author

John Ashcroft is an American politician and lawyer who served as the 79th

United States Attorney General from 2001 to 2005 under President George

W. Bush. A member of the Republican Party, Ashcroft previously held the

position of the Governor of Missouri and served as a U.S. Senator from

Missouri. Known for his staunch conservative views and commitment to

traditional values, he played a significant role in shaping post-9/11 policies,

particularly concerning national security and civil liberties. Ashcroft is also

an accomplished writer and speaker, often drawing on his extensive political

and legal experience. His work, including ‘On My Honor’, reflects his

perspectives on ethics, integrity, and the moral foundations of American

society.
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Chapter 1 Summary: Life Lessons

In the opening chapter of "On My Honor" by John Ashcroft, we’re

 introduced to a young John, an adventurous eight-year-old captivated by the

world around him. He accompanies his father, J. Robert Ashcroft, to a small,

nostalgic airport where his father, an amateur pilot, prepares to take him on

an extraordinary flight in a vintage Piper Cub airplane. The excitement of

soaring thousands of feet above the ground quickly turns into a

pulse-pounding experience when his father invites him to take the controls. 

In his innocent eagerness, John grabs the stick and inadvertently sends the

plane into a nosedive towards a farm. The immediate fear and adrenaline

teach him a profound lesson: every action has consequences. His father’s

ability to swiftly regain control serves as both a humorous and eye-opening

moment, embedding the idea within John that his decisions matter deeply.

This pivotal experience underscores a recurring theme throughout the

chapter: the importance of personal responsibility and the impact one's

choices can have on their future. 

The narrative then shifts to the character of John’s father. Though he never

sought fame or power, J. Robert Ashcroft lived a life dedicated to faith,

community service, and education. The author reflects on his father’s quiet

yet profound influence—highlighting that true greatness is often found in

humility and simple acts of goodness. John’s admiration for his father is
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palpable, as he fondly describes the many life lessons imparted through

personal anecdotes. The chapter concludes with John’s promise to share

deeper insights and vignettes that reveal his father's wisdom, setting the tone

for a heartfelt exploration of a life committed to faith, family, and lasting

values. 

In essence, this chapter beautifully establishes the foundational themes of the

book: the significance of personal growth through life lessons, the power of

a humble life dedicated to service, and the vibrant legacy of a father who,

though unrecognized by the masses, profoundly shaped the lives of those

around him.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of personal responsibility and the impact

of choices.

Critical Interpretation: Imagine yourself in a moment of exhilarating

excitement, much like John flying that vintage airplane. As you take

the controls of your own life, you come to realize the weight each

decision carries. Just as John's innocent actions led to a pivotal lesson

in consequences, you too are faced with choices every day that shape

your future. This chapter inspires you to embrace personal

responsibility, reminding you that your decisions, no matter how

small, can lead to significant outcomes. By recognizing the impact of

your actions, you empower yourself to make thoughtful choices,

fostering a life of intentionality and growth.
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Chapter 2 Summary: Noble Aspirations

In Chapter 2 of "On My Honor," the author shares the dynamics of running

 for Congress during Richard Nixon's re-election campaign in 1972. He

reflects on Gene Taylor, a well-established Republican candidate from

Missouri, whose folksy charm and deep ties to party politics make him seem

unbeatable. The author, then a business law teacher, feels frustrated by the

lack of competition and worries that democracy hinges on good choices,

prompting him to encourage others to enter the race. However, as he learns

that no one else is stepping up, a sense of urgency drives him toward a

surprising decision. 

He gathers his family for a discussion, invoking cherished memories of his

father’s fervent prayers that focused on living a life of noble purpose rather

than merely chasing happiness or material success. Inspired by his father's

ideals, the author feels compelled to run despite his inexperience and lack of

resources. 

Launching his campaign with the help of his younger brother, Wesley, the

author faces a series of comedic missteps, including scheduling a press

conference at the early hour of 5:30 a.m. and being mistakenly labeled a

wealthy candidate due to a lack of attendees and an empty airport. Despite

the awkwardness of his candidacy announcement and the reality of his

modest means, he makes a compelling case for voter choice, drawing a
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distinction between American elections and those of less democratic

systems. 

Though he ultimately loses the primary, the experience teaches him valuable

lessons about ambition and aspiration. The chapter concludes with the

enduring belief that even a failed campaign can set the stage for future

opportunities, echoing the wisdom imparted by his father to strive for noble

pursuits.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of pursuing noble purposes over material

success

Critical Interpretation: Imagine standing at a crossroads, where the

pursuit of comfort and security seems as tempting as the dawn. In this

pivotal moment, you're reminded of your father's fervent prayers that

echoed the true essence of life: to chase noble purposes, not just

fleeting happiness or tangible success. This chapter serves as a

compelling call to action, nudging you to step outside your comfort

zone in pursuit of something greater. It inspires you to embrace

challenges, knowing that the journey—though fraught with

uncertainty and potential failure—will ultimately enrich your

character and open doors to new opportunities. By choosing to run

toward your ideals rather than settling for complacency, you embody

the spirit of true democracy and instill hope in others to do the same.
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Chapter 3: For Every Crucifixion

In Chapter 3 of "On My Honor," John Ashcroft reflects on the intertwining

 nature of failure and opportunity in his life, particularly focusing on his

experience with the 1972 congressional primary campaign. Despite securing

45 percent of the vote, he realizes that his support was limited primarily to

his hometown of Springfield, leaving him to withdraw from politics and

return to teaching and farming. However, fate has other plans when Dr.

Gaynard Graham, his longtime friend and local Rotary president, reaches out

with a request to invite newly elected Governor Kit Bond to speak at their

club.

In a serendipitous turn of events, Kit Bond calls Ashcroft directly,

expressing interest in inviting him to serve in state government. Initially

dismissive, Ashcroft learns the significance of the position when Bond offers

him the role of state auditor of Missouri, unaware that the job is a

high-ranking executive appointment. The chapter highlights Ashcroft's mix

of surprise and gratitude as he realizes the opportunity that has unexpectedly

arisen from his earlier electoral defeat. 
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Chapter 4 Summary: Do or Die

In Chapter 4 of "On My Honor," John Ashcroft shares a candid account of

 his turbulent political career during the 1970s. As a Republican running for

state auditor in 1974, he faced a hostile political landscape, compounded by

the fallout from the Watergate scandal that forced both the president and vice

president to resign. The chapter opens with a vivid anecdote, where a man,

upon hearing Ashcroft’s party affiliation, spits on him—symbolizing the

animosity towards Republicans at the time. Despite his confident

aspirations, Ashcroft experiences two election losses before deciding to run

for state attorney general in 1976, viewing it as a critical moment of "do or

die." He respects his rival, a qualified Democrat, and reflects on his

motivation: a strong sense of values instilled by his father, leading him to

believe that leadership and public service are essential, even in the face of

potential failure.

The theme of resilience echoes throughout the chapter as Ashcroft describes

his evolution from a student and college teacher to a political candidate. He

emphasizes the idea of "intensive leadership," where every individual can be

a leader in their own sphere, nurturing relationships and values. He contrasts

this with "extensive leadership," which influences a broader community.

This philosophy drives him back into the political arena for one last attempt.

The tension heightens as Election Day arrives, and Ashcroft finds himself
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trailing in the polls with the political climate visibly favoring the Democrats.

He resigns himself to the possibility of defeat and decides to rest, but a

phone call the following morning changes everything. His campaign

manager reveals that rural ballots have started to swing in his favor,

ultimately leading to his unexpected victory despite the broader Republican

losses.

Through his narrative, Ashcroft reflects on a pattern of personal growth

through electoral defeats, suggesting that every loss leads to a new

opportunity. He draws wisdom from his father, culminating in the belief that

the journey of navigating success and failure shapes individuals for greater

challenges in life. With a sense of humor and humility, Ashcroft portrays

politics as a realm filled with lessons that foster resilience and character,

reinforcing the idea that true leadership transcends titles and public

recognition. The chapter closes with a powerful reminder that the struggles

faced along the way contribute to personal and professional development,

preparing individuals for bolder roles in the future.
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Chapter 5 Summary: The Sound of Silence

In Chapter 5 of "On My Honor," the author reflects on the significance of

 silence and how it communicates powerful messages, both in personal life

and the broader societal context. The chapter begins with a political

backdrop, focusing on the 1997 race for a House of Representatives seat in

New Mexico. It highlights the unexpected victory of Republican candidate

Bill Redmond over Democrat Eric Serna in a traditionally blue district,

illustrating how media sometimes overlooks "bad news." The author's

friend, Ron, interprets the media silence about the election results as a sign

of Redmond's win, showcasing how silence can reveal deeper truths.

The narrative then transitions to Michael Jordan, whose steadfast

commitment to honoring his contracts teaches his children the value of

integrity and standing by one’s word. The author admires Jordan’s ability to

model principles through his actions without bending to the pressures of

wealth, emphasizing that silence can echo louder than words.

As the chapter progresses, the author humorously critiques government

regulations exemplified by "food police" that restrict personal enjoyment of

holiday chocolates through nutritional labeling. He argues that such

oversight is unnecessary and calls for the freedom to indulge without

government interference, asserting that sometimes silence, like enjoying

chocolate in peace, is indeed golden.
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The author shifts to discussing judiciary candidates and the interpretation of

the law, noting the alarming trend of activist judges imposing their own

views in the absence of legislative action. The chapter critiques this practice,

asserting that silence in legal contexts can indicate public consensus and

should not be misconstrued as a call for judicial intervention.

The chapter also recounts a touching story of eight-year-old Lloyd Rush,

who accidentally dialed 911. His mother insists he apologize, leading to a

rare moment where a child expresses regret for misusing the system. This

moment of accountability reverberates far beyond the incident, emphasizing

the importance of communication in teaching children right from wrong.

Ultimately, Chapter 5 illustrates the complexities and nuances of silence and

communication. Whether it’s in politics, personal integrity, food regulation,

judicial interpretation, or parenting, the author suggests that what remains

unsaid often conveys essential values and lessons that are critical for guiding

oneself and others through life.
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Chapter 6: The Heart of the Matter

In Chapter 6, titled "The Heart of the Matter," John Ashcroft reflects on

 important lessons from his father about race, faith, and understanding

others. He opens with a thought-provoking childhood question about

marrying someone of a different race, which prompts his father to focus on

the significance of shared faith over skin color. This conversation illustrates

a core theme of the chapter: the importance of looking beyond superficial

differences and concentrating on the essence of a person’s heart.

Ashcroft shares memories of his father immersing the family in black

culture, particularly through gospel music and literature. In the 1950s, his

father sought out black preachers and found solace in their sermons,

emphasizing the profound spiritual connection that transcended racial

boundaries. Mahalia Jackson's gospel songs and the teachings of Reverend

Cobb played significant roles in the family's musical and spiritual landscape,

highlighting the beauty of black culture and its impact on Ashcroft’s

upbringing.
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Chapter 7 Summary: Putting It Off to Put It On

In Chapter 7 of "On My Honor," the author reflects on the life lessons

 imparted by his father, particularly around the concept of delayed

gratification. The narrative begins with a vivid description of his father's

refusal to use novocaine during dental procedures, showcasing his ability to

endure pain and discomfort for the sake of a greater purpose. This attitude

isn’t just about toughness; it's a philosophy that extends to all aspects of life,

including health. When diagnosed with diabetes in his sixties, the father

committed to a strict diet and exercise routine, demonstrating remarkable

discipline that ultimately improved his health, despite the eventual toll the

illness took on his body.

The author reveals that these experiences shaped his understanding of

success and responsibility. His father emphasized the importance of

postponing immediate pleasures to secure a brighter future, stressing that

one should prioritize education and personal development before entering

into significant life decisions, like marriage. While society often glorifies

impulsive romance, the author was taught to balance emotion with foresight.

Throughout the chapter, the theme of delayed gratification emerges

prominently. The father’s wisdom extends beyond personal discipline to

financial prudence, urging his children to avoid unnecessary debt and

recognize the value of saving for significant purchases. This principle also
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applies to faith; the author recalls a biblical teaching his father instilled in

him about the rewards of perseverance and steadfastness in one's beliefs.

The author extends these lessons to broader societal issues, pointing out that

the government struggles to delay gratification, continuously borrowing and

spending without considering the impact on future generations. This leads to

a cycle that burdens the children of today with debt that limits their

possibilities. 

In a personal reflection, the author candidly admits to his own struggles with

instant gratification, particularly with tempting desserts. Yet, he draws

strength from his father's example of endurance, finding ways to practice

moderation in his own life. The chapter wraps up with a poignant reminder

that valuable things often come to those who are willing to wait. In this way,

the author harmonizes the lessons from his father with his own life

experiences, emphasizing the significance of living a life of intentional

choices and future-oriented discipline.
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Chapter 8 Summary: Love Life

In Chapter 8 of "On My Honor," John Ashcroft reflects on the early days of

 his love life, highlighting the origins of his relationship with his wife, Janet.

He first notices her while they are both law students at the University of

Chicago. Janet's intelligent and modest demeanor immediately attracts him,

and he is drawn in by her beauty and dedication to her studies. After

hesitating for a few days, Ashcroft gathers the courage to approach her,

boldly asking her out, only to be met with the unexpected news that she

already has plans.

Undeterred, Ashcroft continues to pursue her, even walking her to class to

build a rapport. He cleverly employs his law school training to question her

claims about her schedule, engaging in a playful debate. His admiration for

Janet deepens as he learns she graduated with distinction in mathematics and

eventually became a university professor and author.

As he prepares to propose, Ashcroft emphasizes the importance of his

father's teachings about financial discipline and delayed gratification. With a

small farm purchased through careful planning, he is able to ask Janet to

marry him, doing so with a playful twist that references the farm. The

moment she agrees becomes a cherished memory, marking the beginning of

their shared life.
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The chapter also explores broader themes, particularly around the concepts

of delayed and displaced gratification. Ashcroft contrasts a superficial "sex

life" with a more profound "love life," emphasizing that genuine love

requires selflessness and putting the needs of others above one’s own

desires. This lesson is rooted in his father's wisdom, which informs his

approach to marriage and relationships. He reflects on the idea that living a

life focused on serving others creates genuine fulfillment, portraying a love

life as a commitment that goes beyond mere physical connections.

In conclusion, Ashcroft's narrative captures the essence of his early love

story with Janet and conveys valuable life lessons about patience,

self-discipline, and the importance of prioritizing love and commitment in

relationships. It’s a heartfelt and relatable exploration of the journey from

admiration to partnership, underscored by moral teachings that resonate

deeply in both personal and societal contexts.
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Chapter 9: Considering All the Options

In Chapter 9 of "On My Honor," the author reflects on the importance of

 considering all options in life, drawing on lessons learned from his father’s

experience and his own journey. The chapter opens with a personal anecdote

about his father, who understood that his son was a country boy at heart and

proposed a plan to find the perfect property for them. Rather than rushing

into a decision, they decided to explore various options together by

contacting Realtors. This approach not only heightened the young man’s

choices but also inadvertently benefited his father, who found a more

commercially valuable property.

The narrative dives deeper into the principle of expanding one’s options.

The author shares how his father overcame his humble beginnings, earning

his higher education while supporting a family, demonstrating resilience and

determination. He stresses the value of education as a means to broaden

opportunities. The author recalls practical advice he gave his daughter,

emphasizing the importance of learning languages in an increasingly

globalized world.
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Chapter 10 Summary: Hats, Bats, and the Internet

In Chapter 10 of "On My Honor," we dive into the inspiring stories of

 resilience and adaptation illustrated through the experiences of the

Schneider brothers and Kenneth Rutledge, expanding into a broader context

involving the role of technology in societal change. 

The Schneiders have spent seventy-five years crafting hats in St. Louis, once

a fashionable staple for women, but their business faced a significant decline

due to the cultural shifts initiated by Vatican II, which decreed that women

no longer needed to wear hats in church. Instead of giving up, the brothers

pivoted their focus, adapting their products to cater to different markets and

lifestyles. Their ability to thrive in a changing landscape serves as a poignant

reminder of the importance of adaptability in business and life.

Similarly, Kenneth Rutledge's journey showcases personal resilience.

Initially, he was fixated on achieving his baseball dream, which came

crashing down when he suffered a career-ending injury. Faced with

unemployment and a void in education, Ken turned to self-education,

utilizing his local library to study business after working a minimum-wage

job. His dedication paid off; he climbed the corporate ladder to become a

vice president at a Fortune 500 company, proving that it’s never too late to

reinvent oneself. Ken now emphasizes the value of education to young

people, embodying the wisdom of not giving up and advocating for the
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possibility of second chances.

The chapter also explores the transformative impact of the Internet,

especially in the context of political oppression. It highlights how former

Serbian dictator Slobodan Milosevic attempted to silence dissent during

elections by shutting down an independent radio station. However, the

emergence of the Internet empowered citizens to access unfiltered news,

thwarting authoritarian control. This technological disruption not only

provided a platform for free expression but also played a critical role in

sparking democratic movements. 

The underlying theme throughout the chapter emphasizes the necessity of

adaptability—whether in business, personal ambition, or societal structures.

It portrays how innovation, learning, and an unwavering spirit can surmount

even the toughest challenges, whether they arise from individual limitations

or oppressive regimes. As the Schneider brothers and Kenneth Rutledge

illustrate, and as the Internet has shown, the ability to embrace change is

essential for both personal growth and societal progress.
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Chapter 11 Summary: Feeding the Soul

In Chapter 11 of "On My Honor," the author immerses us in a pivotal

 moment as he contemplates his future on voting day, where he is a

candidate for the U.S. Senate. The anticipation of either a long-term

commitment or the need for employment looms large. As dawn breaks, he

finds solace at the piano, singing a hymn that resonates deeply with him — a

prayer for truth and victory. This scene not only captures his emotional state

but also highlights the profound connection music holds in his life, a legacy

inherited from his musically gifted father.

The author fondly recounts memories of his father’s extraordinary musical

talent, showcasing his ability to effortlessly play various instruments. An

amusing anecdote illustrates this when his father impressively masters a

mandolin during a dinner gathering, highlighting his natural aptitude for

music. This talent reveals a deeper truth: music's capacity to move and

inspire us transcends mere entertainment, as it deeply nourishes the soul.

The chapter also offers a historical account of music’s role in American

culture, sharing stories of a pastor who utilized hymn pages for wadding in

battle, showcasing music's dual nature as both art and a source of strength in

times of struggle. This theme continues as the author reflects on how music

comforts and inspires during personal challenges, tying back to his own

experiences in relationships and friendships, particularly with Judge Max
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Bacon. Their singing together for over two decades cemented their bond,

providing both joy and humor in their lives.

The narrative further explores the physical and emotional benefits of

creating music, contrasting it with passive listening. The author vividly

recalls an evening of shark fishing, where singing a hymn unexpectedly

alleviated his seasickness, demonstrating the profound effects of music on

our well-being.

Transitioning to literature, he highlights the importance of poetry in

nurturing the soul, recalling how his father encouraged him and his brothers

to memorize great works, often motivating them with small rewards. One

particularly cherished poem, “It Couldn’t Be Done,” serves as a reminder of

resilience and determination, further underscoring the role of art—both

music and literature—as essential nourishment for the soul.

Overall, Chapter 11 is rich with themes of the transformative power of music

and literature, the legacy of familial bonds, and the individual's journey

through life's challenges, all conveyed through vivid anecdotes and

reflections that resonate with warmth and authenticity.
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Chapter 12: The True Portrait of Love

In Chapter 12 of "On My Honor," John Ashcroft delves into the profound

 and heartbreaking experience of watching his mother battle cancer. At the

start, he reflects on a vivid memory from his childhood, when a bout of

stomach flu had him feeling as if he wouldn’t survive to see thirteen. During

that distressing moment, his mother’s unwavering care shone through; she

held his head as he struggled over the toilet, embodying selfless love. 

As time passes, the focus shifts from a young boy's world to the daunting

reality of his mother’s terminal illness. After years of putting family

obligations aside for his work, Ashcroft’s father becomes a model of

attentive love as they both confront the impending loss. The family's joy at

having the mother back in Missouri is quickly overshadowed by the news of

her aggressive cancer diagnosis. In desperation to save her, she chooses

chemotherapy, which ultimately brings more suffering and does little to

prolong her life.

Throughout her illness, Ashcroft’s observations transform into deeper
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Chapter 13 Summary: The Position’s the Thing

In Chapter 13 of "On My Honor," Senator John Ashcroft reflects on the

 nature of public life, recognition, and self-worth. Welcomed by a standing

ovation, he humorously acknowledges the mixed emotions such applause

invokes in politicians, sharing a story that illustrates the unpredictable nature

of public perception. Ashcroft emphasizes his belief that the assessment of

one's legacy is often manipulated by political biases and the passage of time.

He reminds us that genuine self-esteem should come from one's moral

integrity and relationship with God, rather than from fleeting accolades or

public approval.

He stresses the importance of gratitude over pride, a lesson instilled by his

father, who taught him to appreciate life's blessings without attaching his

self-worth to them. Ashcroft recounts a poignant family story about his

father's early hardship, underscoring how quickly circumstances can change

and how fragile success can be. He cites the example of Christopher Reeve,

illustrating that health and happiness can vanish in an instant, reinforcing his

call to cherish gratitude.

Throughout the chapter, Ashcroft highlights the contrast between the often

prideful pursuit of fame and the humility of recognizing God's grace in our

lives. He posits that the true measure of a life well-lived is not in historical

recognition but in how one is remembered by God. His conclusion echoes
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with a deep acknowledgment that divine judgement is what ultimately

matters, stressing that the culmination of a meaningful life is in faithful

service rather than public recognition. 
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Chapter 14 Summary: The Natural Order

In Chapter 14 of "On My Honor," the narrative takes a heartfelt and somber

 turn, centering around the sudden and tragic death of John’s brother, Wes.

John is initially filled with anticipation for a day at the lake with Wes, but as

the day progresses and Wes doesn't show up, an unsettling feeling arises.

The arrival of Hilker, a member of John’s security detail, brings shocking

news: Wes has died in a car accident. The news strikes John with a numbing

pain as he grapples with the reality of his brother's lifeless body in the

hospital. Facing Wes's cold body is a jarring moment where John deeply

feels the finality of death—a stark contrast to the vibrant, strong man Wes

once was.

As the chapter unfolds, we witness the profound grief the family endures,

particularly John’s father, who struggles visibly at the funeral. The

emotional climax occurs when both John and Joy, a family friend, rush to

support him as he collapses from overwhelming sorrow. This moment of

vulnerability reveals that John's father, typically strong and stoic, is

poignantly affected by the loss of his son. Just weeks later, John's father

suffers a heart attack, hinting that Wes’s death has profoundly impacted his

health and spirit. The narrative suggests that his heart may have been

irrevocably broken by the loss of Wes.

The chapter also delves into the idea of familial connections and the cycles
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of life and death. It reflects on the notion that every person's death resonates

deeply with those left behind, creating ripples of grief as loved ones grapple

with their own feelings of loss. A poignant comparison is made to an artist's

work that captures the inevitability of death but reframes it as a sequence

that holds a type of good fortune, emphasizing how interconnected lives are.

The author draws parallels to his father’s relationship with Wes, illustrating

their frequent visits and the deep emotional bond they shared, encapsulated

in Wes’s desire to simply see his father, a reminder of the affection that

existed between them.

John's reflections not only convey the deep feeling of loss but also illustrate

how this grief intertwines with love and the enduring impact a loved one's

life leaves behind. As he reflects on his father’s response, it becomes clear

that loss is not just a personal tragedy but also a catalyst for deeper

emotional connections and realizations about the nature of love within

families. This chapter invites readers to explore the complexities of grief,

love, and the indelible marks left by those we cherish, emphasizing that

while Wes may be gone, his memory will always live on in the hearts of

those who loved him.
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Chapter 15: The Strong Side of Weakness

In Chapter 15 of "On My Honor," we find ourselves at a vibrant Special

 Olympics event in Seattle, where nine contestants gather for the

hundred-yard dash. The race begins with excitement, but soon one boy trips

and falls, bursting into tears. What happens next is a striking moment of

compassion: rather than sprinting ahead, the other runners turn back to

support their fallen comrade. One girl, who has Down’s syndrome, lovingly

kisses him, insisting it will help. They then join hands and walk together to

the finish line, showcasing an extraordinary display of kindness that

resonates far deeper than victory or speed.

This heartwarming scene serves as a metaphor for how true strength lies in

vulnerability. The author reflects on the lessons learned from his father,

who, despite his accomplishments and status as a college president,

struggled with insecurities about his worth outside of his credentials. He

grappled with the fear that once he stepped away from his role, his insights

would lose their value. Yet, this fear also revealed a profound truth: his

father prioritized relationships and wisdom over worldly success.
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Chapter 16 Summary: Letters

In Chapter 16 of "On My Honor," titled "Letters," John Ashcroft reflects on

 the profound impact of written communication, intertwined with personal

anecdotes that illustrate its lasting significance. It opens with a

heart-wrenching moment in April 1993 when Ashcroft learns of his friend

Governor George Mickelson’s tragic plane crash, just as he reads

Mickelson's letter expressing thoughts about the afterlife. This eerie

coincidence hints at the deeper themes of mortality and the permanence of

written words, which Ashcroft finds to be more impactful than spoken

exchanges.

Ashcroft transitions to a nostalgic recollection of a heartfelt letter he wrote

to his parents for their fiftieth wedding anniversary while on a trip to Tokyo

in 1985. He shares excerpts that reveal his deep gratitude for their influence

on his life, emphasizing the lessons they taught him about devotion and the

importance of family. The emotional weight of this letter resonates strongly,

especially because it became a cherished keepsake between him and his

parents, demonstrating the enduring power of handwritten communication.

The author then reflects on his practice of writing letters to his father during

his college years. A deal between them ensured daily correspondence, which

Ashcroft adhered to diligently, recognizing the comfort and connection that

these letters brought him. His father’s creative approach to encouraging
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grandchildren to write back—by including a dollar bill—adds a light,

humorous touch to the narrative.

Ashcroft discusses the cultural reverence for written words, asserting that

they often carry more weight than spoken promises. He points out how

significant events are often documented in writing, from legal contracts to

cultural milestones, illustrating our inherent appreciation for the preserved

word. He fleshes out this theme by encouraging readers to grasp the

opportunity to express their feelings and ideas through letters, suggesting

that even a short note can brighten someone's day or leave a historical mark.

The chapter closes with a poignant reminder of the opportunities we have

every day to touch the lives of those we care about with simple words of

kindness or love. He urges readers to embrace the timeless practice of

writing letters, reinforcing the idea that, in an ever-evolving world, the

tangible, heartfelt expression of emotions through writing remains a

powerful way to connect with others.
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Chapter 17 Summary: Capit al Decisions

In Chapter 17 of "On My Honor," the author discusses the challenging moral

 and legal dilemmas he faced as Missouri's governor regarding capital

punishment. With executions resuming during his term, he felt the weight of

making life-or-death decisions, especially for inmates seeking clemency.

One poignant story involves a murderer on death row who had found faith

and had a wife who attended church, sitting near the author, perhaps in silent

hope for a pardon.

This chapter delves into the complexity of choice and consequence, a theme

rooted in the author's upbringing. He reflects on lessons from his father, who

instilled in him the value of making decisions based on moral integrity rather

than fear or manipulation. The author asserts that true freedom comes with

responsibility, emphasizing that life choices carry significant consequences,

and that faith alone does not absolve individuals from accountability for

their actions.

As he prepares for executions, he navigates the legal landscape with a team

of attorneys, tasked with reviewing cases and weighing the likelihood of

wrongful conviction against the need to uphold justice. Despite realizing the

weight of forgiveness as a Christian, he feels that as governor, it would be

irresponsible to commute a sentence without concrete evidence of judicial

error.
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The chapter also highlights a conversation with President Ronald Reagan,

who shares a personal story that solidified his belief in capital punishment.

A letter he received from a man whose life was saved from a potential

attacker reinforces that, while capital punishment is challenging, it can serve

as a deterrent to violent crime.

The author concludes by reflecting on the values his father imparted,

expressing a desire to pass those same principles to his children, hoping they

make their own decisions guided by enduring values. The chapter

encapsulates the heavy responsibility of leadership in the face of moral

dilemmas and the importance of grounded values in decision-making.

Key Theme Description

Moral and
Legal
Dilemmas

As governor of Missouri, the author faced difficult decisions regarding
capital punishment, especially concerning inmates seeking clemency.

Personal
Reflection

The author recalls teachings from his father about making decisions
based on moral integrity and the weight of choices and consequences.

Faith and
Accountability

While emphasizing the importance of faith, the author argues that it
does not exempt individuals from accountability for their actions.

Execution
Processes

Working with a team of attorneys, he reviews cases to ensure justice is
upheld and avoids wrongful convictions.

Influence of
Ronald
Reagan

A conversation with President Reagan reinforces the complexities of
capital punishment and its potential role in deterring violent crime.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Key Theme Description

Legacy of
Values

He expresses a desire to pass on the values instilled by his father to
his own children, promoting decision-making guided by enduring
principles.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Chapter 18: Little Things Mean a Lot

In Chapter 18 of "On My Honor," titled "Little Things Mean a Lot," the

 narrative begins by showcasing the impressive science project of a

kindergartner named Stephanie Hulsey. Her deep passion for dinosaurs,

evident from her early obsession with dinosaur cards, demonstrates how a

combination of parental encouragement and commitment to small,

consistent efforts can lead to incredible achievements. Stephanie's mother

plays a significant role, going out of her way to foster her daughter’s

interests by frequent library trips and even consulting a dinosaur model

manufacturer for accuracy.

The chapter transitions to a reflection on the impact of everyday habits and

actions, particularly from fathers. The author recounts vignettes from his

childhood, emphasizing how seemingly minor behaviors, like his father's

daily devotions and the act of shining his shoes, profoundly shaped his

values and self-image. The narrative stresses that children observe and

emulate their parents’ actions, making it critical for fathers to be mindful of

their influence, however small.
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Chapter 19 Summary: Buy a Dog

In Chapter 19 of "On My Honor," the narrator reflects on the legacy of his

 father, emphasizing that while he may not have left behind material wealth

or public accolades, he enriched the lives of countless people through deep,

meaningful relationships. His father believed in the enduring significance of

connections over possessions, embodying the idea that true value lies in the

bonds we form with others. This belief aligns closely with the wisdom of

Walt Whitman, who celebrated the common people as the essence of

America.

The chapter unfolds with a vivid anecdote about a risky outing on a bass

boat with his friend Smitty. Despite ominous weather predictions, they

venture out, only to find themselves caught in a fierce storm that almost

overwhelms them. This tumultuous experience, while challenging and

somewhat embarrassing, becomes a defining moment in their friendship.

The shared ordeal of facing the storm together solidifies their bond,

illustrating the principle that enduring risks together forges stronger

connections.

As the narrator reflects on his experiences, he highlights the difference

between true friends and mere acquaintances. He notes that in public life,

where relationships can often be transactional, sincere friendships are rare

and invaluable. His father's teachings resonate through the narrative,
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reinforcing the importance of investing in genuine relationships over being

solely focused on one's professional status or benefits.

In the end, this chapter serves as a poignant meditation on the nature of

friendship, the power of shared experiences, and the lasting impact of a life

lived in connection with others. The narrator expresses gratitude for the

lessons learned from his father, emphasizing that the richness of life comes

from the people we cherish the most.
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Chapter 20 Summary: More Import ant Things Than Me

In Chapter 20 of "On My Honor," the author reflects on the lasting impact of

 childhood baseball experiences under the guidance of Coach Wilcox, who

symbolizes the influence of mentorship. The author reminisces about the

simplicity and joy of playing baseball with friends, recalling vivid details

like gloves, hats, and the anticipation of each game. He reflects on how the

presence of a father figure, like Coach Wilcox, can elevate a child's

experience, as seen through the eyes of his teammate Kirby, whose father

was always there to support him. In contrast, the author notes the absence of

his own father at games and the emotional toll it sometimes took.

However, the narrative quickly shifts to the valuable lessons learned from

his father's priorities. He acknowledges that his father, deeply devoted to his

missionary work, often chose ministry over family activities, which

sometimes left the author feeling neglected. Yet, instead of harboring

resentment, he came to understand that his father's actions taught him a

crucial lesson: there are more significant things in life than personal desires.

The chapter also details a transformative trip the author took with his father

when he was twenty-three, which reshaped his understanding of his father’s

mission. Witnessing the joy and impact his father had on his former students

made the author realize that his father’s sacrifices were not for self-serving

reasons but were aimed at a higher purpose. It became evident that the real
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gift his father gave him was a sense of worth, rooted in the understanding of

God’s love and mission.

The author grapples with the complexities of parental absence and its

implications, suggesting that necessary sacrifices can often lead to deeper

growth and purpose. He draws a parallel with Jesus’ sacrifice, emphasizing

that hardship, when pursued for noble reasons, serves a meaningful role in

life. Ultimately, the chapter conveys that understanding the importance of a

greater mission can foster a sense of purpose and belonging, even amid

personal sacrifices. As he reflects on his upbringing, the author embraces the

ideal that true fulfillment comes from contributing to something bigger than

oneself.
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Chapter 21: Your Opinion, Please

In Chapter 21 of "On My Honor" by John Ashcroft, the narrative begins with

 a poignant letter from a fifth-grade girl to Santa, expressing her heartfelt

wish for a dad to complete her family. This simple request illuminates a

deeper truth: while society often judges children as materialistic, many, like

her, yearn for love and connection. The theme of familial intimacy is further

explored through Ashcroft's reflections on his relationship with his father. 

He recalls how his dad valued his opinion, asking him for feedback after

speaking to college students. This practice instilled in Ashcroft a sense of

self-worth and encouraged him to listen intently, knowing his insights

mattered. Unlike many fathers who struggle for their sons' attention, his

dad's approach created a dialogue, fostering mutual understanding and

engagement.

A key moment occurs during a performance in Branson, Missouri, where

Ashcroft, overshadowed by country music stars, witnesses a touching scene:

a paraplegic man, unable to clap on his own, receives help from a woman
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Chapter 22 Summary: As the Seasons Change

In Chapter 22 of "On My Honor," the narrator reflects on the shifting

 dynamics of his relationship with his father as they both navigate different

stages of life. Growing up, the narrator yearned for more time with his dad,

who was often preoccupied with work and responsibilities. As time passes

and the narrator enters adulthood, the roles begin to reverse: his father, now

older and more relaxed as a widower, demonstrates a deep understanding of

the evolving nature of their relationship.

The narrator admires his father's graciousness, especially in how he extends

invitations without imposing pressure. His father emphasizes the importance

of personal freedom, often saying that visits should not complicate his

children's lives. This mindset speaks volumes about his character and

ministry—his hospitality is generous and selfless, focused on giving rather

than extracting obligation from others.

The chapter contrasts the perspectives of older and younger generations. The

narrator notes how, for a middle-aged adult, work, responsibilities, and the

hustle of life seem essential and fulfilling, but as people age, family and

meaningful relationships gain a new significance. This realization reflects a

broader theme: the importance of recognizing priorities and the joys found in

familial connections over material or professional achievements.
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The narrator strives to embody this philosophy with his own children by

encouraging them to live their lives without feeling tethered to him. He

seeks to replicate the comforting and liberating nature of his father's

approach, showing that both giving and receiving space can deepen familial

bonds. This chapter concludes with a heartfelt acknowledgment of the

wisdom passed down from father to son, emphasizing the idea that love and

understanding can flourish when people prioritize each other’s needs over

their own desires.
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Chapter 23 Summary: Staying Alive

In Chapter 23 of "On My Honor" by John Ashcroft, the author reflects on

 the vitality and purpose that defined the lives of his father and other

remarkable individuals as they aged. He paints a poignant picture of his

father, who, at seventy-eight, defied the expectations of aging by actively

water-skiing at the Lake of the Ozarks despite health challenges like

diabetes. Ashcroft admires how his father refused to succumb to an inactive

lifestyle, even after entering his twilight years, illustrating a fierce

commitment to life that inspires the author.

He introduces the character of Dr. Leopold Hofstatter, a ninety-four-year-old

neuropsychiatrist, who exemplifies the importance of mental engagement in

maintaining a vibrant life. Dr. Hofstatter's dedication to lifelong learning,

including studying languages and continuing his research, reinforces the idea

that an active mind is crucial for longevity. Ashcroft draws parallels between

this and his father’s belief in the uplifting power of continuous education

and discovery, emphasizing that true education encompasses the thrill of

learning new things.

The chapter also features encounters with older individuals, like Charlie, a

ninety-nine-year-old veteran who refuses to let age define his outlook on

life. His humor and political opinions show that he, much like Ashcroft’s

father, remains engaged with the world around him, illustrating the theme of
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"retreading" rather than retiring. Ashcroft argues that maintaining a sense of

mission and purpose is essential for a fulfilling life, likening this to food for

the spirit.

Throughout the chapter, the author underscores the importance of perception

and activity as signs of life. He recounts fond memories of discovering wild

turkeys and encourages a mindset of curiosity and openness to the wonders

of the world, inspired by his father’s teaching to “live with open eyes.” He

celebrates characters like Audrey Stubbard, a 101-year-old proofreader who

embodies the active engagement that Ashcroft believes is essential to staying

alive.

Ultimately, Ashcroft delivers a powerful message about the stewardship of

life—advocating that to truly honor our existence, we must remain

spiritually awake, passionately engaged, and endlessly curious, rejecting the

notion of a premature end. This chapter serves as a heartfelt reminder that

one’s spirit can thrive at any age, encouraging readers to embrace life fully.
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Chapter 24: A Giver

In Chapter 24 of "On My Honor," the author reflects on the profound impact

 of giving, drawing inspiration primarily from his father, who viewed

generosity as an essential way of life rather than a mere obligation. The

chapter opens with a vivid portrayal of the father’s passion for giving,

including a unique signature gift—a custom-designed plaque that has made

its way across the globe, embodying the father's spirit of generosity. This

legacy has touched not only his immediate family but countless others who

remember the gifts he shared.

The author recounts entertaining anecdotes that highlight the joy of giving,

particularly through two surprising encounters in California, where

individuals he had taught to water-ski years earlier expressed their gratitude.

These stories underline the idea that acts of kindness can have far-reaching

effects, creating a cycle of generosity that often comes back in unexpected

ways.

A poignant moment unfolds when the author recalls baking chocolate chip
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Chapter 25 Summary: Majors and Minors

In Chapter 25 of "On My Honor," the author, John Ashcroft, explores the

 importance of prioritizing what truly matters in life and in politics. He

begins by questioning the implications of moderation in vital areas such as

illegal drugs and bravery in combat, suggesting that labels like “moderate”

can often dilute significant issues. Ashcroft reflects on his father's wisdom

about not "majoring in the minors," emphasizing that focusing too much on

trivial matters can overshadow crucial concerns that deserve our energy and

action.

He shares his experiences as a political figure, detailing the pressures to

address every issue brought to him by various groups. Despite these

pressures, he argues for the necessity of “staying on message” to effectively

impact the world. By concentrating on a few major themes and being clear

about one’s priorities, one can provide clearer leadership and direction. He

likens this focus to parenting, encouraging readers to think about what

messages they are truly conveying to their children and to society. 

Ashcroft urges readers to take a step back and identify what really drives

their passion and commitments, cautioning against letting minor

inconveniences dominate their thoughts and decisions. The chapter ends

with a call for intentionality in life choices, advocating for the need to

consciously 'major in the majors' rather than getting lost in the distractions
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of daily life. Through this, he reminds us to align our actions and values with

what we genuinely believe is essential.

Key Theme Description

Importance
of
Prioritization

Ashcroft highlights the need to focus on what truly matters in life and
politics, questioning moderation in significant issues.

Wisdom
from Father

He reflects on his father's advice about not "majoring in the minors,"
emphasizing the risk of trivial matters overshadowing major concerns.

Political
Pressures

Ashcroft shares his experiences of being pressured to address
numerous issues but advocates for a focused message to effectively
lead.

Focus on
Leadership

Concentrating on major themes helps provide clearer leadership and
direction, akin to parenting practices.

Identifying
Passions

Readers are urged to step back and identify their true passions and
commitments to avoid letting minor issues dominate their lives.

Intentional
Life Choices

The chapter concludes with a call for intentionality in life, advocating to
"major in the majors" and align actions with essential values.
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Chapter 26 Summary: Struggling to Kneel

In Chapter 26 of "On My Honor," the narrator reflects on the powerful

 moments leading up to his father’s death, drawing a parallel between the

vibrant colors of autumn leaves and the profound insights revealed at the end

of life. As his father's health declines, the narrator experiences a significant

transition in their relationship, culminating in a poignant gathering before

his Senate inauguration.

The chapter begins with the imagery of trees losing their chlorophyll,

emphasizing how true beauty often comes to light in moments of

vulnerability. This metaphor serves as a backdrop for the narrator’s

relationship with his father, who shines brightest in his final hours. The night

before the Senate swearing-in, the father gathers close friends and family, a

seemingly joyful moment infused with a deeper significance.

During this intimate dinner, the father requests a hymn, revealing his intent

to create a sacred atmosphere. The narrator is feeling the weight of his new

responsibilities and expresses a wish for a dedicated service. His friend

suggests they hold such a service the following morning, where heartfelt

conversations and prayers unfold in a supportive community setting.

The father, despite his weakened state, has an earnest message to impart: he

urges his son to embrace humility over the arrogance often associated with
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power. As he struggles to kneel rather than stand while praying for his son,

the narrator is struck by the profound humility in his father’s actions. The

father’s decision to kneel, rather than effortlessly stand, becomes a potent

emblem of his lifelong values—it’s a moment filled with love, intention, and

the legacy of guiding his son to live with purpose.

As the story progresses, the narrator, now a senator, is faced with an

unexpected weight of responsibility and the realization of his father's deep

awareness of their shared journey. After his swearing-in, the narrator

receives news from his friend that his father had anticipated his passing. The

foreboding nature of this revelation affirms the depth of their bond and the

importance of what his father has shared in his final hours.

The chapter concludes on a reflective note, emphasizing the significance of

the father’s last words and the monumental impact they've left on the

narrator's heart. In the end, father and son share an intimate connection that

transcends traditional measures of manhood; they engage in a relationship

marked by humility, legacy, and deep spiritual connection, culminating in

the profound love expressed knee-to-knee.
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Chapter 27: Holy Ground

In Chapter 27 of "On My Honor," titled "Holy Ground," the narrator reflects

 on his recent experiences and the lessons imparted by his late father. The

chapter opens with a tense moment at an airport where the narrator, trying to

catch a tight connection for a flight to Washington, faces resistance from an

airline agent. The agent insists on rebooking him for a later flight, sparking

an internal struggle within the narrator as he grapples with feelings of

frustration and a sense of entitlement that comes with being a senator. 

A passerby’s snide remark about the narrator's position prompts a moment

of introspection, reminding him of his father's teachings about humility and

staying true to one's values. This realization stirs a latent discomfort as he

boards the rebooked flight, feeling alienated from the principles his father

held dear. The narrator recalls his father's wish for him to invite God’s

presence into his work in the Senate, reflecting on the idea that every place,

including Washington D.C., can be considered holy ground if one seeks

divine guidance and acts with integrity.
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Chapter 28 Summary: Saying Good-Bye

In Chapter 28 of "On My Honor," the author reflects on a poignant moment

 in his father's life as he approaches death in the emergency room. Despite

the chaotic efforts of the medical staff, the father poignantly acknowledges

that his struggle is causing more harm than good, ultimately deciding to let

go. This acceptance of death is a testament to his life; he had always

embodied a gracious farewell, often seen waving energetically at family

members as they left, signifying his deep affection and the joy he found in

their company.

The chapter captures the idea that good-byes are as significant as hellos; they

set the tone for future relationships. The father’s heartfelt farewells

illustrated his genuine care and love, emphasizing that even as they part,

they are preparing for the next reunion. The author reflects that leaving in a

manner filled with warmth creates a welcoming atmosphere upon return,

whether in family dynamics or broader social contexts.

As the father’s life dwindles, he embodies this philosophy, staying dedicated

to the author until the very end. Even in his final moments, he continues to

express his presence and support. The author draws parallels between his

father’s final actions and Christ’s steadfast commitment to others,

highlighting how they both gave themselves to those around them until the

last breath. This chapter is a heartfelt tribute, filled with gratitude and
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admiration, showing how the father’s lessons on love, goodbyes, and

selflessness will linger long after his passing. The author comes away

inspired, striving to live out the values his father instilled, making their

farewell not just an end but an invitation to carry on the lessons learned.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Chapter 29 Summary: The Beliefs That Shape My Life

In Chapter 29 of "On My Honor" by John Ashcroft, the author thoughtfully

 outlines the beliefs that have shaped his life, presenting them as guiding

principles for both personal integrity and ethical decision-making. Each

belief serves as a reflection of his values and experiences, creating a

framework that emphasizes the importance of choice. He begins by asserting

that life is about choosing between noble aspirations and selfish desires,

highlighting the struggle many face in aligning their actions with higher

ideals.

Ashcroft marvels at the potential of ordinary people to achieve remarkable

feats, suggesting that greatness often lies within everyone. He recalls the

cycle of hardship and renewal with the idea that for every moment of

suffering, there is a chance for resurrection—a powerful reminder of

resilience. The chapter also reflects on communication, where silence can

express deep sentiments, showing how nonverbal cues can be just as

impactful as spoken words.

He stresses the importance of character over superficial qualities, arguing

that the true measure of a person lies in their heart rather than their skin

color. This belief ties into the shared human experience, promoting unity and

understanding. Furthermore, he warns against squandering resources,

highlighting the need to invest wisely in one’s future, while also
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encouraging the expansion of options and making well-informed choices.

Ashcroft emphasizes the dual nature of success, requiring hard work to make

both the right decisions and to ensure those decisions lead to positive

outcomes. He reflects on the significance of legacy, particularly in the

relationship between fathers and sons, suggesting that their lives are

fundamentally connected. 

He underlines the importance of passing on not only strengths but also

lessons learned from weaknesses, creating a deeper bond of understanding

and trust across generations. With a call to action, he advises that important

thoughts should be documented, underscoring the value of clarity and

communication.

His beliefs also draw from Judeo-Christian teachings, advocating for the use

of reason and discernment in decision-making, rooted in moral values. The

little things in life, he suggests, often carry great weight, reminding us that

even small gestures matter significantly. He reflects on the joy of giving,

expressing regret not for what he’s contributed but for what he’s held back.

Ashcroft further contemplates the ethos of his actions, emphasizing that their

impact carries eternal significance. He stresses that the responsibility of a

culture is to pass down values, ensuring that future generations are equipped

with the wisdom to thrive. Ultimately, he conveys that any space filled with
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devotion becomes sacred, transforming the ordinary into the divine. Closing

with a poignant reflection, he states that goodbyes can serve as a meaningful

gateway to new beginnings, capturing the essence of life’s cyclical journey.

Overall, this chapter serves as a rich tapestry of wisdom, weaving together

the lessons learned throughout Ashcroft's life, encouraging readers to

consider their own beliefs and how these shape their paths in life.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Life is about choosing between noble aspirations and

selfish desires.

Critical Interpretation: This fundamental truth from Ashcroft’s

insights serves as a powerful reminder that every moment presents us

with choices that define who we are. Imagine standing at a crossroads,

where the allure of immediate gratification tempts you down one path,

while the challenging road toward integrity and higher ideals beckons

from another. By internalizing this principle, you can inspire yourself

to consistently make decisions that reflect your deepest values,

fostering a life of purpose and fulfillment. In doing so, you not only

elevate your own character but also instigate a ripple effect of

positivity, encouraging others around you to rise to their noblest

selves.
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