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About the book

�I�n� �"�P�a�r�a�d�i�s�e� �o�f� �t�h�e� �B�l�i�n�d�,�"� �D�°�¡�n�g� �T�h�u� �H�°�¡�n�g� �w�e�a�v�e�s� �a� �p�o�i�g�n�a�n�t� �t�a�l�e� �o�f

longing, identity, and the haunting echoes of history, as we follow the life

journey of a young Vietnamese woman navigating the tumultuous terrain of

post-war Vietnam. Through the eyes of the protagonist, we are immersed in

a rich tapestry of cultural traditions, familial bonds, and the struggles against

societal constraints, all while confronting the painful realities of change and

loss. This deeply resonant narrative not only captures the resilience of the

human spirit in the face of adversity but also challenges readers to reflect on

the enduring quest for freedom and self-discovery in a world where the past

�l�o�o�m�s� �l�a�r�g�e�.� �A�s� �H�°�¡�n�g� �u�n�r�a�v�e�l�s� �t�h�e� �c�o�m�p�l�e�x�i�t�i�e�s� �o�f� �h�e�r� �c�h�a�r�a�c�t�e�r�s�’� �l�i�v�e�s�,� �w�e

are invited to explore the intersection of personal dreams and collective

history, making "Paradise of the Blind" an essential read for anyone seeking

a deeper understanding of Vietnam's profound legacy.
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About the author

�D�°�¡�n�g� �T�h�u� �H�°�¡�n�g� �i�s� �a� �r�e�n�o�w�n�e�d� �V�i�e�t�n�a�m�e�s�e� �a�u�t�h�o�r� �a�n�d� �a� �s�i�g�n�i�f�i�c�a�n�t� �v�o�i�c�e

in contemporary Vietnamese literature, known for her poignant narratives

that explore themes of identity, displacement, and the socio-political

�l�a�n�d�s�c�a�p�e� �o�f� �V�i�e�t�n�a�m�.� �B�o�r�n� �i�n� �1�9�4�7� �i�n� �H�a�n�o�i�,� �H�°�¡�n�g�'�s� �l�i�t�e�r�a�r�y� �c�a�r�e�e�r� �b�e�g�a�n

amidst the political upheaval of the Vietnam War, where she became an

outspoken critic of the government and the limitations placed on artistic

expression. Her experiences as a journalist, coupled with her personal

journey as a woman navigating a changing society, inform her storytelling,

highlighting the struggles and resilience of the Vietnamese people. "Paradise

of the Blind," perhaps her most acclaimed novel, illustrates the complexities

of Vietnamese culture and the impact of historical events on individual lives,

�e�s�t�a�b�l�i�s�h�i�n�g� �H�°�¡�n�g� �a�s� �a� �p�i�v�o�t�a�l� �f�i�g�u�r�e� �i�n� �t�h�e� �w�o�r�l�d� �o�f� �l�i�t�e�r�a�t�u�r�e�.
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Chapter 1 Summary: 

�I�n� �t�h�e� �o�p�e�n�i�n�g� �c�h�a�p�t�e�r� �o�f� �"�P�a�r�a�d�i�s�e� �o�f� �t�h�e� �B�l�i�n�d�"� �b�y� �D�°�¡�n�g� �T�h�u� �H�°�¡�n�g�,� �w�e

 meet Hang, a young woman grappling with feelings of sickness both

physical and emotional. She receives a telegram informing her that her uncle

is very ill and needs her to come to Moscow immediately. This unexpected

burden feels like a curse to her, especially since she has been struggling with

her own health issues and has limited funds after spending much on

medicine and food.

As she reflects on her life, Hang remembers her deep longing for home in

Vietnam, choosing to escape into memories of her childhood amid the chaos

of her current life. The contrasting imagery of her sickly body, her shabby

pajamas, and the warmth of her bed underscores her sense of vulnerability

and isolation. She shares a moment with her roommate, who is also feeling

the weight of their exile. They bond over nostalgic music, and Hang is

transported back to her childhood in Vietnam, evoking both sadness and

strength as she recalls her mother’s teachings about resilience amidst

hardship.

Hang’s thoughts drift to her family history, recounted through a mix of

tender memories and painful loss. She recalls her mother’s struggles after

losing her parents and the sacrifices she made for her family. As Hang

prepares for her journey to Moscow, she reluctantly accepts that she has no
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choice but to help her uncle, reflecting her loyalty and sense of duty. 

Madame Vera, the housekeeper, offers her a shawl to keep her warm,

embodying a strange warmth in the midst of Hang's bitterness towards her

situation. On her way to the train station, Hang encounters a cold Russian

woman, which amplifies her feelings of being an outsider. As the train pulls

away, she grapples with memories of her grandfather, who died young, and

her father's absence, feeling the weight of her family's history pressing down

on her.

The chapter captures themes of exile, nostalgia, familial duty, and the

struggle for dignity in the face of despair. Hang’s journey, both external to

Moscow and internal through her reflections, sets the stage for a poignant

exploration of identity and the burdens of her past as she reconciles her

feelings of loss and belonging.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The power of resilience through hardship and nostalgia

Critical Interpretation: As you navigate through the tumult of your

own life, let Hang's bittersweet journey remind you of the strength

buried deep within you. Her longing for the warmth of Vietnam and

the teachings of her mother about enduring struggles reveal that every

burden you carry can be transformed into a source of power. When

faced with challenges, remember to look back at the memories that

anchor you, allowing their lessons to guide you forward. Embrace

your past, just like Hang does, recognizing that even in moments of

despair, the essence of resilience can illuminate your path towards

growth and healing.
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Chapter 2 Summary: 

�I�n� �C�h�a�p�t�e�r� �2� �o�f� �"�P�a�r�a�d�i�s�e� �o�f� �t�h�e� �B�l�i�n�d�"� �b�y� �D�°�¡�n�g� �T�h�u� �H�°�¡�n�g�,� �w�e� �d�i�v�e� �d�e�e�p

 into the past experiences of the narrator's mother, uncovering her journey

from solitude to the turmoil of societal upheaval during Vietnam's land

reform. Following the death of her parents, the protagonist's mother lives a

lonely life, tending to a decaying home and yearning for the warmth of

familial bonds. After a year of isolation, she meets Ton, a schoolteacher,

who brings light into her life despite the village's contempt for their quick

courtship, given her mourning period.

Their joy, however, is short-lived as political tensions rise. Upon the return

of soldiers from the Viet Bac underground and the subsequent anxieties

surrounding her brother Chinh, the village witnesses radical changes. Chinh

returns with a newfound authority after being appointed head of the land

reform initiative, insisting that the family renounces their ties with Ton,

branding him and his family as intellectual "exploiters” against whom the

peasants must rebel. This clear-cut division between classes creates an

atmosphere of fear and paranoia as Chinh enforces revolutionary ideals,

leading to public humiliations of those once seen as prosperous villagers,

including the protagonist's grandmother and aunt.

The mother, torn between her love for Ton and loyalty to her brother,

witnesses the horrific results of Chinh's fervent ideology. Committed to the
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revolutionary cause, Chinh turns the village against their own, leading mock

trials and denunciations. Figures like Bich and Nan, who embody deception

and gluttony, are promoted as heroes of the revolution, underscoring the

absurdity and injustice of the situation. The emotional weight of this chapter

lies in the mother’s helplessness as she navigates a world increasingly

steeped in violence and class division, losing her husband and facing the

cruel ridicule of her community.

As tensions escalate, the mother becomes a target of the villagers' anger,

having been tied to Chinh's oppressive regime. Her emotional turmoil

culminates in a gradual breakdown, signifying the devastating impact of

political strife on personal lives. With the backdrop of vibrantly depicted

village life and the rising tide of revolution, this chapter powerfully conveys

themes of love, loss, betrayal, and the relentless nature of change, evoking

both tenderness and terror in the face of an overwhelming fate. 

By the end of the chapter, the audience is left with a haunting image of the

mother’s resilience, the societal chaos surrounding her, and the hope that

perhaps one day she and others like her will rise against the tribulations

imposed upon them. The years of heartache and transformation serve as a

poignant reminder of the human spirit's desire for love and peace, despite the

oppressive weight of external circumstances.
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Chapter 3: 

�I�n� �C�h�a�p�t�e�r� �3� �o�f� �"�P�a�r�a�d�i�s�e� �o�f� �t�h�e� �B�l�i�n�d�"� �b�y� �D�°�¡�n�g� �T�h�u� �H�°�¡�n�g�,� �t�h�e� �n�a�r�r�a�t�o�r

 reflects on the struggles of her family, especially her mother, who found it

impossible to continue living in their village. We learn about her mother's

bitter past, centered around the orders from Uncle Chinh that led her to sell

her street-vending business. Left with only painful memories, she mortgages

their home and relocates to a working-class slum on the outskirts of Hanoi.

As a child in this bustling environment, the narrator vividly describes her

upbringing amid the chaotic sounds and aromas of street vendors, creating a

rich sensory backdrop for her memories. Her mornings are filled with the

rituals of her mother's preparations for selling food, while the narrator

consumes simple, comfort-filled meals before heading to school. The love

between mother and daughter is apparent, yet tinged with a palpable sense of

longing and absence, particularly around the narrator's unanswered questions

about her father.

A turning point comes when the narrator, during a particularly cold winter,
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Chapter 4 Summary: 

In Chapter 4 of "Paradise of the Blind," the narrative unfolds with the story

 of the narrator's father, who finds himself fleeing the village in search of

safety and a new life after facing humiliation and injustice. With only a

small sum of money from his sister, he initially seeks refuge with an old

friend, but discovers that his friend has also fled due to political persecution.

The atmosphere is grim, as the once vibrant village has turned into a chaotic

scene dominated by kangaroo courts and vigilant guerrillas enforcing a harsh

new order. 

The father's initial attempts to seek shelter are met with fear from the

landlords who previously offered him support, revealing how paranoia has

consumed the community. They slip him a small packet before urging him

to leave for their own safety. From there, a chance meeting with a kind cyclo

driver offers him a glimmer of hope, as the driver helps him escape the

town, urging him to follow the river for safety.

As he navigates a dark and uncertain world, the father encounters various

individuals—the cyclo driver, a river woman, and other passengers on his

journey—who share snippets of life that reveal the depth of hardship and

resilience among the people affected by political strife. He eventually takes a

sampan upstream, leading him to a remote village, where he stays with a

couple who live in isolation, echoing a shared silence over an unresolved
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past. This couple represents the isolation and haunting memories that

surround exiles and outcasts.

After two weeks with the couple, the father, feeling restless and burdened by

their taciturnity, finds a hidden treasure: a golden chain in the packet gifted

to him earlier. Following the advice of the cyclo driver to follow the river,

this chain allows him to start anew, leading him to a Muong village rich in

tradition and community. Here, he becomes a respected figure as a teacher,

marries, and starts a family, seemingly escaping the shadows of his past.

Yet, the tranquility is fleeting. One day, a traveling salesman arrives,

bringing with him tales of the father's old life, including news of the

narrator's mother. As the father listens to the salesman’s stories, memories

flood back, igniting a sense of yearning and nostalgia for what he thought he

had left behind. This revelation compels him to leave his new life, driven by

the desire to reconnect with his past, particularly with the mother of his

child.

The chapter ends with a poignant reflection on the interplay of memory and

identity as the father embarks on his journey back to the city, where they had

once lived together. It highlights the themes of displacement, survival, and

the enduring bonds of love amidst the turmoil of political upheaval. Amidst

the backdrop of historical strife, the personal stories of the characters shine

through, emphasizing the complexities of human connections against the
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vastness of change and loss.
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Chapter 5 Summary: 

In Chapter 5 of "Paradise of the Blind," the protagonist, Hang, reflects on

 her family’s visit to the village despite living in bustling Hanoi. During

their stay, her mother adheres to traditional rituals, emphasizing the

importance of family hierarchy and respect. Hang feels the weight of these

rituals acutely, especially as she navigates the expectations and dynamics

among her relatives. Her fascination with the village life begins with her

own early morning adventures, where she connects with nature, feeling both

joy and apprehension about her heritage.

This chapter introduces Aunt Tam, a vibrant yet complex character, who

embodies the tensions of their shared family history. Upon visiting her,

Hang experiences an overwhelming mix of reverence and unease as Aunt

Tam scrutinizes her, searching for ties to their ancestral past. The atmosphere

is rich with the smells and sounds of rural life, painting a vivid picture of

their surroundings—the bustling vendors, the scent of ripe fruits, and the

reverberating calls of fellow villagers. This chapter is also marked by a feast

prepared by Aunt Tam, an event that both honors ancestors and showcases

her desire for connection.

Aunt Tam reminisces about her struggles during the land reform period,

depicting the harsh realities of their family history filled with loss and

perseverance. She shares her efforts to reclaim her family's legacy through
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the renovation of their ancestral home, exhibiting a fierce resolve to create a

better life, despite the scars of poverty and displacement. Hang learns that

her family’s legacy is soaked in both pride and pain, highlighting themes of

resilience, familial duty, and the pursuit of success against overwhelming

odds.

The chapter delves into the complex emotions surrounding familial

attachments, revealing a deep sense of loss that permeates Aunt Tam’s

character. Her fierce love for Hang contrasts sharply with her bitterness and

memories of betrayal, particularly towards her siblings. As Aunt Tam tackles

her past, she urges Hang to remember their ancestry and strive for success,

foreshadowing the burdens that these expectations will impose on her.

Throughout the chapter, the interplay of tradition and change echoes through

their interactions, emphasizing the weight of historical grievances and the

enduring desire to assert one’s identity within the family’s legacy. The

setting serves not just as a backdrop but as a character itself, filled with

beauty and decay, mirroring the inner turmoil of Hang and Aunt Tam as they

navigate their shared past and uncertain future. The sense of place, rich with

sensory details, underscores the intimate ties to family, memory, and the

intricate emotional web that binds them.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of embracing and learning from one's

heritage.

Critical Interpretation: In Chapter 5 of 'Paradise of the Blind,' you

witness how Hang's connection to her family history shapes her

identity and aspirations. This realization can inspire you to embrace

your own heritage, recognizing that your past, with its joys and

struggles, is a vital part of who you are. By acknowledging the lessons

and experiences of those who came before you, you empower yourself

to navigate the future with a deeper sense of purpose and resilience,

carrying forward the legacy that connects you to your roots.
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Chapter 6: 

�I�n� �C�h�a�p�t�e�r� �6� �o�f� �"�P�a�r�a�d�i�s�e� �o�f� �t�h�e� �B�l�i�n�d�"� �b�y� �D�°�¡�n�g� �T�h�u� �H�°�¡�n�g�,� �t�h�e� �s�t�o�r�y

 unfolds amid the daily struggles of a young girl named Hang and her

mother, Que. The chapter centers around the tension between family

obligations and personal dignity, emphasizing the complex dynamics of

poverty, love, and sacrifice.

It begins with a familiar scene; Hang's mother is preparing for the arrival of

her brother, Uncle Chinh, whom she believes is in need of assistance. Hang

is skeptical, thinking he only seeks money. As the family dynamic is

established, Hang recalls her absent father, reflecting on a childhood filled

with quiet longing and a sense of loss. Hang's memories are punctuated by

imagery of a dingy city, heavy with pollution, evoking the struggles her

family faces.

When Uncle Chinh finally arrives, the visit reveals familial tensions and

societal expectations. He criticizes Que’s way of life as a street vendor while

pushing her toward a more stable job, though it’s clear he holds the weight
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Chapter 7 Summary: 

In Chapter 7 of "Paradise of the Blind," we find the protagonist awakening

 on a train, jolted from her memories by a gentle tap on her shoulder from

her traveling companion, a man with shining silver teeth. Their interaction

begins with him offering her jacket for warmth, a generous gesture that

makes her blush with embarrassment. This moment reflects her vulnerability

and the companionship that develops between travelers.

As the train moves through a foggy landscape, the protagonist recalls an

English painter she once met in Crimea. His obsession with fog in his work

symbolizes his longing for home and the memories that haunt him. He

shares his life story, revealing how he fled England to escape a troubled

family past, illustrating the universal theme of seeking escape and the

nostalgic ties to one’s homeland.

The fog serves as both a literal and metaphorical element in the narrative,

representing unexplainable emotions and memories that linger within us.

The protagonist's recollections shift to various vivid landscapes from her

life, particularly the haunting image of duckweed on a pond, which evokes

her childhood and the stark realities of rural life in Vietnam during the

1980s. 

She reflects on a specific memory of her mother taking her to a village
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where she witnessed the beauty of purple flowers blooming amid a humble

pond filled with duckweed. This juxtaposition of beauty and decay

illustrates the struggle between hope and despair in a life marked by

hardship. The old woman's indifferent questions about the flowers embody

the broader theme of lost wonder in the face of survival.

Through her travels and memories, the protagonist grapples with her identity

and the heaviness of her past. The vivid imagery of nature—both beautiful

and grotesque—serves as a metaphor for her life's experiences, capturing the

duality of joy and suffering. This chapter deepens our understanding of her

character as she navigates her sense of belonging, the scars of her history,

and the persistent hauntings of her memories, much like the fog that refuses

to dissipate. The tension between nostalgia and reality remains central as she

seeks warmth and connection amid the chill of her experiences.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of shared human connection

Critical Interpretation: As you traverse your own life's journey,

remember the warmth of human connection found in even the briefest

encounters. Like the protagonist who feels a spark of kindness from a

stranger on a train, allow yourself to embrace vulnerability and

openness with others. These moments, however fleeting, can

illuminate your path through times of uncertainty and nostalgia,

reminding you that amidst personal struggles, shared humanity and

kindness can offer solace and warmth, guiding you toward a deeper

sense of belonging and understanding.
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Chapter 8 Summary: 

In Chapter 8 of "Paradise of the Blind," the protagonist finds herself on a

 train, reflecting on the bittersweet nature of separations as she watches

couples at a station bidding farewell. She receives a delicious peach from a

stranger, which serves as a reminder of the simple joys of life even amid

sadness. Amid this backdrop of partings, she recalls her own departure from

home and the heartache it caused her Aunt Tam, who had taken on a

significant maternal role in her life.

As she travels, she reminisces about her relationship with Aunt Tam, who

supported her during her college entrance exams, indulging her with care

and concerns about her future. In contrast, her relationship with her mother

is distant and strained; her mother is preoccupied with work and seems

indifferent to her daughter's dreams. This emotional tension highlights the

theme of familial bonds and the varying dynamics that can exist within

them.

Upon arriving at Aunt Tam's home, she experiences a warm welcome that

contrasts sharply with the loneliness she felt at the airport. Aunt Tam’s

excitement over Hang's university acceptance sets the stage for an elaborate

celebration. The chapter vividly describes the preparation for the banquet,

emphasizing the traditions and communal spirit of the village. Hang's

enjoyment of Aunt Tam's thoughtful cooking reveals their deep emotional
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connection.

As the chapter progresses, the bustle of preparing for the banquet unfolds,

with Aunt Tam showcasing her strength and leadership in coordinating the

event. The arrival of local women to assist with the preparations showcases

the unity of the community as they rally around the celebration. However,

the interactions introduce underlying tensions, particularly concerning a

local man, Duong, who seems to represent greed and power struggles in the

village.

Through the rich descriptions of the food, familial interactions, and small

community dynamics, this chapter encapsulates the complexity of

relationships—between family, friends, and within societal structures. The

blend of warmth, nostalgia, and underlying tension immerses the reader in

Hang's story, reflecting on the threads of love and conflict that shape her life.

Ultimately, Chapter 8 paints a vivid picture of belonging, as well as the

weight of expectation and tradition—a balance that Hang navigates as she

steps into a new phase of her life.
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Chapter 9: 

In Chapter 9 of "Paradise of the Blind," the story unfolds during a bustling

 village gathering centered around the narrator, Hang, as she plays the dutiful

and cheerful niece. It's a day filled with family dynamics, food, and social

interaction, but beneath the surface, Hang is overwhelmed by the exhausting

demands of her role. She feels drained from the constant smiling and

hosting, reminiscent of the mourning rituals at funerals. After getting lost in

the chaos, she takes a break, only to return to a lively scene filled with

laughter and stories about food, particularly the prized sticky rice delicacy

that her Aunt Tam prepared.

As the evening progresses, Aunt Tam takes center stage, engaging in witty

banter with the guests, including the village vice president, Mr. Duong. The

interactions highlight the blend of political power and social connections in

the village, with Tam’s candid observations about authority challenging the

vice president’s self-importance. Her humorous storytelling captivates the

audience, weaving in historical tales that critique societal values and

corruption, particularly through the character of a once-respected minister
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Chapter 10 Summary: 

�I�n� �C�h�a�p�t�e�r� �1�0� �o�f� �"�P�a�r�a�d�i�s�e� �o�f� �t�h�e� �B�l�i�n�d�"� �b�y� �D�°�¡�n�g� �T�h�u� �H�°�¡�n�g�,� �t�h�e� �c�o�m�p�l�e�x

 relationship between the protagonist and her mother unfolds against a

backdrop of familial strife and personal hardships. After a nostalgic

departure from her village and relatives, the protagonist returns to her home

in Hanoi, where she feels a mix of affection and tension with her mother,

who had previously thrown her out. Despite their tumultuous past, a bond

remains, symbolized when her mother prepares a lotus-seed pudding and

they share a tender moment.

As the protagonist embarks on her university journey, she navigates a new

social landscape, contrasted with her childhood experiences of scarcity. Her

mother, described as fashionable yet out of touch, attempts to support her

during this new chapter, even going as far as to buy expensive fabric for a

shirt. However, the protagonist feels a sense of embarrassment as her peers

mock her for the exaggerated style.

Amidst the autumn rains, they find solace in small shared routines; the

protagonist witnesses her mother knitting a jacket for Tet and listens to the

melancholic songs drifting from the street. Yet, life takes a darker turn when

the protagonist accompanies her mother to visit Uncle Chinh, whose health

is failing. There, the atmosphere thickens with memories and unresolved

familial drama that reverberates through their interactions.
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Later, the focus turns towards a chilling confrontation with Aunt Tam,

revealing the depths of resentment and historical grievances between family

members. Aunt Tam's bitter remarks about their shared past weigh heavily

on both the protagonist and her mother, culminating in a fierce exchange

regarding family responsibilities and legacy. This moment highlights themes

of sacrifice, loyalty, and the heavy burden of familial expectations.

The protagonist's mother manifests her desperation in an alarming fashion as

she lies to cover up financial constraints, which only leads to further

estrangement between her and her daughter. Their relationship rapidly

deteriorates as their conversations grow colder and more laden with

resentment. The mother’s refusal to sell inherited rings to buy food, despite

their dire circumstances, exemplifies her pride and blind adherence to family

honor, even at the cost of her daughter's well-being.

After a dramatic climax involving a breakdown in their communication, the

protagonist is forced to leave home, sending her into the world of a college

dormitory where she grapples with loneliness. Despite an improvement in

her financial situation thanks to Aunt Tam's support, she continues to be

haunted by memories of her mother and the rifts that have developed. In a

pivotal moment, she hears heartbreaking news of her mother's accident that

results in severe injury. The chapter ends on a visceral note as she rushes to

the hospital, overcoming both physical and emotional obstacles, desperate to

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


reconnect with her mother, who lies injured but still smiling through her

pain.

�D�°�¡�n�g� �T�h�u� �H�°�¡�n�g�'�s� �l�y�r�i�c�a�l� �p�r�o�s�e� �c�a�p�t�u�r�e�s� �t�h�e� �i�n�t�r�i�c�a�t�e� �i�n�t�e�r�p�l�a�y� �o�f� �l�o�v�e�,

sacrifice, and hardship within a family, making Chapter 10 a poignant

exploration of the complexities of maternal bonds and the lingering shadows

of the past.
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Chapter 11 Summary: 

In Chapter 11 of "Paradise of the Blind," the protagonist, Hang, awakens to a

 rough but comforting presence beside her—her traveling companion, who

had been kind during their journey. As they arrive in Moscow, memories of

her past torment her, particularly an incident that left her feeling ashamed

and vulnerable. In the bustling train station, she feels an unusual yearning

for protection, a reminiscent desire for guidance she had lacked in her life.

After an affectionate parting from her companion, Hang navigates the city's

subway system, reflecting on her Uncle Chinh's recent visit to Moscow for a

training program. Despite her confidence in getting around, her anticipation

of meeting him is tinged with anxiety. When she finally locates his

accommodation, he is absent, having left a note instructing her to find a Mr.

Khoa. The search leads her to an imposing building filled with students from

various backgrounds.

Hang meets another Vietnamese man who guides her to Khoa’s apartment.

Upon reaching, she discovers her uncle cooking, waiting to welcome her.

Although he smiles and acts jovially, his intentions elude her understanding.

As he prepares a meal, a sense of discomfort settles in as she realizes that her

uncle is enveloped in a world of materialism, enticingly concocting dishes

while relying on his acquaintances for income and goods.
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Soon, Hang finds herself amid a raucous group of men who share meals and

stories, discussing their lives and aspirations. The environment is charged

with camaraderie, but beneath it lies a stark truth of desperation and

ambition. Among the men is Khoa, a graduate student whose confident

demeanor draws Hang's attention. With him, she connects on a level that

feels both familiar and complicated, evoking memories of her youth in

Vietnam and deepening her reflections on how far she has traveled, both

physically and emotionally.

While trying to fit into this new environment, Hang grapples with her

feelings about her uncle Chinh, who increasingly appears more

self-interested than caring. The narrative continues to explore themes of

identity, survival, and the emotional scars borne from familial relationships.

In her heart, Hang holds an awareness of her home and her mother’s fragile

condition; thoughts of them often distract her from the allure of life in

Moscow.

As days pass, Hang senses rising pressures from her uncle who relies on her

assistance for navigating their chosen paths, while the weight of family

obligations seems to anchor her spirit. The tension culminates around her

aunt Tam, highlighting the difficulties of reconciling love and duty with

personal freedom. There are moments of warmth and human connection, but

also stark revelations about the fabric of their lives—full of sacrifice,

disillusionment, and complicated dynamics evoking both resilience and
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fragility.

Through vibrant descriptions of her surroundings and deep emotional

introspection, Hang embarks on this multifaceted journey where every

interaction reveals more about her past, shaping her identity as she attempts

to redefine belonging in a foreign world. The chapter layers her experiences

with poignant observations about the intersection of cultures, the impact of

loss, and the unyielding quest for purpose amidst the chaos of her evolving

reality.
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Chapter 12: 

In Chapter 12 of "Paradise of the Blind," the protagonist takes an evening

 stroll to the cemetery, reflecting on the beauty of the rural landscape amid

her feelings of nostalgia and despair. She recalls her time in Russia,

contrasting the stark whiteness of the snow there with the warm, golden hues

of the rice paddies that once filled her dreams. As she lights incense and

pays tribute to her deceased aunt with peonies on the grave, the serenity of

the setting becomes overshadowed by her internal conflict.

As she walks home, the familiar sounds of the village surround

her—croaking bullfrogs and distant temple chimes—but her peace is

interrupted when a man with a shady demeanor approaches her, seeking to

buy her aunt's gold. He tries to persuade her, arguing that selling the gold is

essential for the upcoming hundred-days ceremony. Despite her initial

resistance, his self-serving demeanor and uncomfortable presence evoke a

sense of fear and clarity in her.

The encounter compels her to confront her struggles and the weight of her
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