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Protected Summary
Love defies danger and dark destinies.
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About the book

In "Protected" by Elisabeth Naughton, readers are thrust into a harrowing

world where danger lurks at every turn and secrets threaten to unravel lives.

The story follows a fierce heroine who, torn between her past and the

enigmatic protector assigned to keep her safe, must confront her deepest

fears and the shadows of betrayal that haunt her. As the tension escalates and

the stakes grow higher, the lines between trust and deception blur,

compelling the reader to ponder what lengths one would go to for survival.

With its heart-pounding twists and evocative storytelling, "Protected"

promises a thrilling journey that explores themes of loyalty, courage, and the

unbreakable bonds formed in the face of adversity.
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About the author

Elisabeth Naughton is a bestselling author celebrated for her captivating

romantic suspense and paranormal romance novels that blend elements of

thrill and passion. With a degree in education and a robust background in

writing, Naughton has garnered acclaim for her compelling storytelling and

dynamic characters, often drawing inspiration from mythology and her own

experiences. Her works, including the popular Eternal Guardian series, have

not only made waves in the literary world but have also earned her a

dedicated following among readers who crave intense emotion and

adventure. In addition to her impressive catalog, Naughton is known for her

engaging presence in the writing community, where she shares insights into

the craft and promotes the importance of storytelling.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Summary Content List

Chapter 1: 

Chapter 2: 

Chapter 3: 

Chapter 4: 

Chapter 5: 

Chapter 6: 

Chapter 7: 

Chapter 8: 

Chapter 9: 

Chapter 10: 

Chapter 11: 

Chapter 12: 

Chapter 13: 

Chapter 14: 

Chapter 15: 

Chapter 16: 

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Chapter 17: 

Chapter 18: 

Chapter 19: 

Chapter 20: 

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Chapter 1 Summary: 

In Chapter One of "Protected" by Elisabeth Naughton, we meet Kelsey

 McClane, a fashion designer who is finally getting a divorce from her

abusive ex-husband, Julian. She feels a wave of liberation wash over her but

is also anxious about appearing on a local morning show in Portland,

especially since she recently showcased her designs at New York Fashion

Week. Despite her success as a designer, Kelsey is significantly nervous

about being judged by her hometown peers.

As she prepares backstage, she encounters Hunter O'Donnell, her brother’s

best friend and a former Army Ranger hired to keep an eye on her due to

Julian's troubling behavior during the divorce. Kelsey has complex feelings

about Hunter—she finds him attractive but struggles with lingering

insecurities from her past. Their interaction is charged with awkwardness,

highlighting her internal conflict about past relationships and her desire to be

seen for her work rather than her resemblance to a deceased actress.

The atmosphere turns intense as Kelsey receives a threatening text from

Julian just before going on air, spiking her anxiety. The message ominously

warns her that her life is in danger. Before she can process the threat fully,

the studio is rocked by a disaster—an explosion believed to be caused by a

ruptured gas line, followed by chaos as the ceiling collapses, leading to

Kelsey and Hunter getting trapped under the debris.
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In the aftermath, Kelsey finds herself isolated and terrified in darkness,

reflecting on past choices that led her to this moment while desperately

searching for Hunter. Meanwhile, Hunter remains determined to find Kelsey

and ensure her safety, tapping into his military instincts to navigate the

chaos. Their situation is dire, but their banter and shared history hint at

deeper feelings that bind them, as they confront fears and vulnerability

together in life-threatening circumstances.

Themes of strength, resilience, and the struggle for agency permeate the

chapter, intertwining with elements of suspense and hinting at a complex

dynamic between Kelsey and Hunter that might evolve as they endure the

aftermath of the disaster together.
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Chapter 2 Summary: 

In Chapter 2 of "Protected," authored by Elisabeth Naughton, tension

 escalates as Hunt experiences a catastrophic explosion that brings down the

building he and Kelsey are in. The chapter opens with chaos: people are

shouting, trying to find safety amidst the panicked scramble, and amid the

chaos, Hunt's primary concern is for Kelsey. He struggles to locate her in the

dark and debris, directing her to find refuge by the back of a couch, which he

knows is the safest option based on his military experience.

As the building shakes and debris falls, Hunt fights through pain and panic,

calling out for Kelsey and trying to keep her calm. The sounds of destruction

echo around them, heightening the sense of urgency. When he finally

manages to reach her, it becomes apparent that she is wedged tightly under a

beam, creating a space that offers her some protection. Kelsey, terrified and

in a state of despair, voices her fear of being alone and reflects on how her

career-focused decisions led her to this dangerous situation.

The emotional connection between Hunt and Kelsey unfolds as they both

ponder their fates while trapped. Their dialogue reveals their past

interactions, emotions, and unspoken feelings for each other. Kelsey

desperately wants to know Hunt's thoughts, and they share a significant

moment when Hunt admits he had a crush on her during their younger days,

making the present moment feel even more poignant as they face uncertainty
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together.

Amid their conversation, they reflect on fear and survival, with Hunt sharing

a story from his past about losing his mother. This story adds depth to his

character and illustrates his resilience despite personal tragedy. When Kelsey

expresses her gratitude for having him with her, Hunt acknowledges the

closeness of their bond, which transforms the dynamics of their relationship

amidst the peril.

As the chapter progresses, Kelsey’s unease returns when she senses they

may never be found, but Hunt reassures her, highlighting that someone will

come for them. However, their momentary respite is shattered when a

rumble signals that more danger is imminent, concluding the chapter with a

powerful cliffhanger as Hunt urges her to cover her head, followed by a

deafening crash that leaves readers on edge.

This chapter encapsulates themes of fear, survival, emotional connection,

and the stark reality of unforeseen disaster, while deepening the relationship

between Hunt and Kelsey as they navigate life-threatening circumstances

together. The writing effectively combines tension with character

development, leaving readers eager to find out what will happen next.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Emotional connection is vital for survival during crisis.

Critical Interpretation: When faced with life's unpredictable

challenges, like Hunt and Kelsey during the explosion, the bonds we

share with others can provide us with strength and comfort. In those

terrifying moments of uncertainty, recalling the support and love from

others can give us the courage to persevere. Emphasizing the

importance of nurturing our relationships, this chapter serves as a

reminder to reach out and strengthen those connections, as they can

become our lifeline in times of crisis.
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Chapter 3: 

In Chapter 3 of "Protected," Kelsey finds herself in a precarious situation,

 trapped in rubble alongside Hunter O'Donnell, an old acquaintance from her

past. As they attempt to navigate the tension born of their dire situation,

Kelsey reveals her feelings for Hunter, reflecting on a fateful day back when

she first saw him as a striking, changed man post-military service, a stark

contrast to the gangly kid she remembered. Despite a budding connection

that day, circumstances had separated them when her then-boyfriend, Julian,

arrived and altered the dynamic.

As they converse, Hunter admits to having had a crush on her years ago and

expresses admiration for her, fueling Kelsey's emotions as she contemplates

their missed opportunities. The gravity of their predicament brings a rush of

clarity, making Kelsey realize the importance of their relationship and how

much Hunter means to her. She gathers the courage to ask him why he never

shared his feelings. However, his response—emphasizing their current

friendship—sends a wave of disappointment through her, even as she

decides not to dwell on it and enjoys their ongoing conversation to stave off
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Chapter 4 Summary: 

In Chapter 4 of "Protected," we find Hunt trapped under debris after an

 explosion, desperately trying to reach Kelsey, his best friend's sister. Panic

sets in as he struggles against the rubble, haunted by the thought that she

might not be alright. Hunt's emotional turmoil reflects his deep connection

with Kelsey, revealing his fears from past traumas—loss of family, military

encounters. When Kelsey finally responds and rescue workers free him,

relief floods through him. However, it's quickly overshadowed by the

terrifying scene of the destruction around him and his frantic search for her.

As he hobbles toward the rescue efforts, Hunt's determination is palpable.

He pushes past paramedics, insisting on locating Kelsey, but finds himself

immediately drawn to her when she reemerges from the wreckage. Their

reunion is electric; they share a desperate kiss that’s filled with both relief

and longing—a moment that seals the depth of their feelings but also

complicates their relationship, given their familial ties.

Just as their emotions heat up, the situation escalates when Julian, Kelsey's

estranged and volatile husband, confronts them. His violent outburst leads to

a physical confrontation with Hunt, who instinctively defends Kelsey. In the

chaos, Julian's aggression exposes the toxic dynamics of his relationship

with Kelsey, stirring the protective instincts within Hunt. Kelsey is visibly

shaken by the confrontation, revealing her vulnerability but also her
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strength, as she grapples with her feelings for Hunt amidst the turmoil.

After Julian is subdued, Kelsey finds solace in Hunt's embrace, the tension

between them shifting from fear to a tender connection. As Kelsey recovers

from the day’s trauma, her brothers, particularly Rusty, are frantic and

overprotective, reinforcing her struggles with trusting others after years of

intimidation from Julian. Hunt’s desire to shield her from danger deepens,

but he also battles his inner conflict about crossing boundaries with Kelsey.

The chapter emphasizes themes of loyalty, the complexities of personal

relationships in the face of trauma, and the struggle between desire and duty.

Hunt’s role as protector blurs the lines as he grapples with his feelings for

Kelsey, setting the stage for the unfolding emotional drama in the wake of

tragedy. The palpable chemistry between them suggests a burgeoning

romance, complicated by the shadows of their pasts—a collision of love,

loyalty, and the need for healing.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Power of Protection Amidst Chaos

Critical Interpretation: In moments of crisis, the innate desire to

protect those we care about can reveal the profound connections we

have with them. Just as Hunt instinctively defends Kelsey during a

tumultuous moment, you too might discover that your capacity for

loyalty and love increases when faced with adversity. This chapter

inspires you to embrace your protective instincts, not just as a reaction

to danger, but as a testament to the bonds you forge with others. It

reminds you that in navigating through life's challenges—be it in

relationships or personal struggles—your commitment to safeguard

loved ones can create a sense of purpose and lead to deeper emotional

connections.
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Chapter 5 Summary: 

In Chapter Five of *Protected* by Elisabeth Naughton, Hunt is in the

 aftermath of a traumatic bombing incident in Portland, having sustained an

injury to his thigh. While recuperating in the ER, he is preoccupied with his

unexpected kiss with Kelsey, his best friend’s sister, and struggles with the

guilt of crossing a line in their relationship. He fears for her safety,

especially with her estranged husband, Benedict, still a looming threat. After

receiving medical care and being cleared to leave the hospital, Hunt is eager

to find Kelsey, who is waiting nearby.

As Hunt exits the ER, he crosses paths with his friend Callahan, a police

officer, who informs him about Benedict being detained for assaulting an

officer and the ongoing investigation surrounding the bombing. Kelsey had

shared her experiences of the day, painting a troubling portrait of her

marriage to Benedict, which complicates Hunt's protective instincts. Hunt

himself is torn between wanting to support Kelsey and the bro-code that

suggests he shouldn’t get involved with her romantically, making his

feelings and actions a source of internal conflict.

Upon leaving the hospital, Hunt finds Kelsey safe and ensures she is looked

after, even as he grapples with the increasing tension stemming from

Benedict’s potential release and Kelsey’s safety. The chapter captures the

mix of emotional turmoil, unresolved tension, and Hunt's need to protect
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Kelsey while wrestling with his feelings for her.

Throughout the chapter, themes such as trauma, emotional conflict,

protection, and the complexities of romantic feelings versus friendship are

explored. The interactions between Hunt and Kelsey encapsulate an evolving

relationship that is fraught with both danger and desire, amplified by the

chaotic backdrop of recent events. As Hunt aims to solidify his role as

Kelsey’s protector, his internal monologue hints at a deepening connection

that contrasts with the risks posed by their current predicament.
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Chapter 6: 

In Chapter 6 of "Protected" by Elisabeth Naughton, Kelsey finds herself in a

 vulnerable state as she navigates her emotions after being rescued from the

rubble of a recent disaster. Having kissed Hunt, her protector, she is puzzled

by his standoffish behavior—a stark contrast to the emotional connection

they shared moments earlier. When they arrive at Hunt's spacious, loft-style

apartment, Kelsey is both awed and unsettled, particularly as she grapples

with the trauma of the day's events and her feelings for him.

As Kelsey takes a shower to clear her mind, she reflects on their intense,

shared experience in the rubble and pumps herself up to discern the nature of

their budding relationship. However, when she emerges, she's confronted

with the grim news of the attack and its casualties on the TV, which sends

her spiraling back into anxiety.

Seeking comfort, Kelsey finds solace in Hunt's presence as he offers her

support and reassurance. Their interaction is warm yet strained, loaded with

unspoken tension regarding their earlier kiss and the emotional fallout from
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Chapter 7 Summary: 

In Chapter 7 of "Protected" by Elisabeth Naughton, the narrative unfolds

 with Kelsey struggling to find peace after a traumatic day marked by a

bombing incident. Unable to sleep in Hunt's guest room, she battles anxiety

that whirls in her mind, recalling the moments where she felt trapped in

darkness and danger. Seeking solace, she ventures into Hunt's room, drawn

by the calming sound of his breath. Despite her strong desire for

independence nurtured after a tumultuous marriage, she feels vulnerable and

craves his presence.

When Hunt stirs awake, their conversation reveals a mutual struggle with

insomnia, prompting him to invite her onto his bed. The warmth of his

embrace feels safe, and Kelsey leans into that comfort, allowing herself to

relax despite the nagging awareness of how complicated her feelings for him

are. Their unspoken connection intensifies the moment, leading to an electric

kiss that escalates their chemistry just before they're interrupted by a loud

buzzing from the intercom.

As Hunt rushes to answer the door, Kelsey, feeling scorned and confused, is

left alone in the apartment. She witnesses him embrace a woman named

Genevieve on the security monitor—this revelation shatters her fragile

composure, triggering feelings of betrayal. In an act of desperation, Kelsey

decides to leave Hunt's apartment, regretting the intimacy she had thought
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was shared, viewing herself as foolish for placing trust in him.

Meanwhile, Hunt, realizing Kelsey is gone upon his return, is thrust into a

frantic search for her. His protective instincts kick in, fueled by the fear of

Kelsey being vulnerable without him, especially as warnings about her

ex-husband, Benedict, loom in the background. The chapter builds suspense

as their paths are set on a collision course, leading towards the inevitable

confrontation with Kelsey’s past and the danger it represents, leaving readers

on the edge of their seats about her fate and Hunt's race to protect her.
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Chapter 8 Summary: 

In Chapter 8 of "Protected" by Elisabeth Naughton, Kelsey feels a knot of

 unease as she realizes that Hunt has lied to her about someone in his

building. While investigating the security system he had turned off, she

discovers a video feed showing Hunt in a passionate embrace with another

woman, which shatters her assumptions about their budding relationship.

Heartbroken and angry, Kelsey quickly changes clothes and decides to leave,

feeling foolish for her feelings toward Hunt and vowing never to be

vulnerable with a man again.

Meanwhile, Hunt is with Genevieve, who has arrived without his invitation,

expressing concern for him following the bombing incident. As their

conversation unfolds, Hunt becomes increasingly distracted, knowing he

needs to get back to Kelsey before she makes a decision based on what she

saw. When he realizes that Kelsey is gone, he faces intense guilt and

frustration over the situation.

As Kelsey sneaks out of the building, she manages to steal Hunt's car to

escape without any plans in mind, feeling a mix of empowerment and

vulnerability. She drives to her warehouse, where her past comes crashing

back as she finds herself face-to-face with her abusive ex-husband, Julian.

What starts as an attempt to confront her horrid experience quickly escalates

into a violent confrontation, where Julian's rage puts Kelsey in jeopardy.
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Hunt, sensing something's wrong, rushes to Kelsey’s warehouse, only to

walk in on Julian's assault. Overcome with anger and protective instincts,

Hunt physically intervenes, leading to a violent fight between him and

Julian. Kelsey is both terrified and conflicted, horrified by Hunt's descent

into violence but simultaneously relieved that someone is there to protect

her. 

As police arrive, Hunt’s concern for Kelsey’s safety grows. He senses that

something deeper is wrong, and while he tries to assure her, she questions

whether she can truly trust him, seeing parallels between his violent

outbursts and Julian's abusive tendencies. The chapter ends with Hunt

realizing that he needs to take Kelsey to his private beach house for her

safety while he works to uncover who truly poses a threat to her.

The chapter expertly blends themes of trust, protection, and the complexities

of human relationships. The emotional turmoil Kelsey

experiences—between her past with Julian and her conflicted feelings for

Hunt—creates a gripping narrative that sets the stage for further

developments as they navigate their precarious circumstances.

Key Event Description

Kelsey
Discovers the

Kelsey uncovers a video feed showing Hunt with another woman,
leading her to feel betrayed and heartbroken.
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Key Event Description

Truth

Kelsey's
Reaction

Feeling foolish and vulnerable, Kelsey decides to leave and vows to
never be vulnerable with a man again.

Hunt's Guilt While with Genevieve, Hunt realizes Kelsey is gone and feels intense
guilt and frustration.

Kelsey's
Escape

Kelsey steals Hunt's car to escape, feeling both empowered and
vulnerable.

Confrontation
with Julian

Kelsey faces her abusive ex-husband, Julian, leading to a violent
confrontation.

Hunt's Arrival Hunt arrives at Kelsey’s warehouse and intervenes in Julian's
assault, leading to a physical fight.

Kelsey's
Conflict

Kelsey feels terror at Hunt’s violence but is also relieved to have
protection from him.

Trust Issues Kelsey questions if she can trust Hunt due to similarities between his
and Julian’s violent behaviors.

Safety
Measures

Hunt decides to take Kelsey to his private beach house for her safety
amid the threats.

Themes The chapter highlights trust, protection, and the complexities of
relationships amidst Kelsey’s emotional turmoil.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of trust in relationships

Critical Interpretation: As you navigate through life, understand that

trust is the foundation of any relationship worth pursuing. Kelsey’s

heartbreak and confusion serve as a stark reminder that vulnerability

often walks hand in hand with the risk of betrayal, yet embracing

vulnerability can lead to deeper connections if you learn to discern

whom to trust. This chapter encourages you to reflect on your own

relationships, urging you to build connections that foster honesty and

safety, which shapes not only how you perceive others but also how

you perceive yourself in those relationships.
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Chapter 9: 

In Chapter 9 of "Protected" by Elisabeth Naughton, Kelsey finds herself in a

 harrowing situation filled with violent confrontation and emotional turmoil.

After surviving a brutal attack by her ex-husband, Julian, Kelsey witnesses

Hunt, the man who is supposed to protect her, unleash his own fury on

Julian. This unexpected violence shocks her and complicates her feelings

toward Hunt, making her question the trust she had placed in him. Despite

her anger toward Julian for his past abuse, she grapples with the realization

that Hunt could also be seen as a threat.

As she retreats to the safety of her loft, Kelsey struggles with her feelings of

vulnerability and disappointment in her judgment of people. She realizes that

both men have failed to meet her expectations of safety and protection,

leaving her feeling isolated and uncertain of who or what to trust.

Meanwhile, Hunt, having successfully subdued Julian, is left reeling from

Kelsey’s fearful reaction to him after the incident. He is acutely aware that

she views him similarly to her abusive ex, which stokes a protective instinct
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Chapter 10 Summary: 

In Chapter 10 of "Protected" by Elisabeth Naughton, Kelsey struggles with

 anxiety and regret as she lies awake in Hunt’s beach house, haunted by past

events involving her ex, Julian, and her own feelings of weakness. Despite

her discomfort, she resolves to regain control of her life. After a restless

night, she finally rises to find Hunt has gone for a run, leaving her with an

assortment of breakfast options.

As Kelsey attempts to maintain her composure, she wrestles with her

emotions regarding Hunt, especially after a tense encounter at his apartment

just days earlier. This morning, her internal conflicts become evident when

she can't help but wonder about Hunt's relationship with another woman,

Gen. Their conversations reveal Hunt’s reluctance to engage deeply in

relationships, stemming from personal fears of loss.

The atmosphere shifts as Hunt returns, and their interaction balances

flirtation and tension. Kelsey, trying to be strong and assertive, insists on

accompanying Hunt to uncover the identity of a person sending her

threatening texts. Their proximity only amplifies the unsaid feelings between

them, leaving both characters wrestling with their attraction and

apprehensions.

When Hunt receives a threatening message directed at Kelsey, a sense of
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urgency and danger permeates the chapter. This concern leads them both to

travel to California to confront potential threats head-on. Their chemistry is

undeniable, yet fraught with misunderstandings and unspoken truths. The

chapter culminates in a tense moment when Kelsey discovers disturbing

photographs of herself at a secluded location, underscoring the real danger

she faces and the emotional stakes involved in her evolving relationship with

Hunt.

Kelsey’s journey through fear, past trauma, and a tentative connection with

Hunt illustrates themes of strength and vulnerability in the face of adversity.

The chapter showcases her determination to reclaim agency over her life

while navigating a growing attraction that complicates her situation.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Regaining Control Over Your Life

Critical Interpretation: Just as Kelsey wrestles with anxiety and regret,

you too may find yourself grappling with past traumas and

uncertainties. This chapter serves as a powerful reminder that despite

what you have faced, you have the strength within you to reclaim your

agency. Embrace the discomfort, confront your fears, and make the

choice to take charge of your life. Like Kelsey, you can transform

moments of vulnerability into stepping stones toward resilience. The

journey towards empowerment may be fraught with challenges, but it

is also filled with the possibility of connection and renewal.
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Chapter 11 Summary: 

In Chapter 11 of "Protected" by Elisabeth Naughton, Hunt's trip to

 California takes an unexpected turn when he brings along Kelsey, his

friend’s sister. As they board a cramped airplane with Hunt feeling

increasingly distracted by Kelsey’s presence, they engage in sharp banter

that reveals Kelsey’s tough exterior, possibly masking deeper insecurities.

Throughout the flight, Hunt reflects on Kelsey’s resilience in light of her

traumatic past but struggles to connect with the vulnerable side of her he has

seen before.

Upon landing in Palm Springs, tensions arise as Kelsey insists on joining

Hunt to surprise a friend, showcasing her determination and independence.

Hunt’s protective instincts kick in, but Kelsey pushes back against his

attempts to manage the situation, demonstrating both her strength and the

weight of their complicated relationship. They embark on an uneasy drive,

during which they discuss Kelsey’s possible connection to a former actress,

Vivienne Armstrong, whose biography Kelsey has been drawn to.

Once they arrive at their destination, Hunt's protective nature takes a serious

turn when they discover alarming evidence linking Foster, a man of interest,

to a recent bombing incident. After a tense scene when Kelsey finds

disturbing photos of herself in Foster's house, they realize they are up against

a potential threat that extends beyond surface-level issues. The chapter ends
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with a palpable sense of dread as Kelsey grapples with her identity and the

unsettling connections to her past, while Hunt remains resolute in his

commitment to keep her safe.

The narrative explores themes of vulnerability, resilience, and the

complexities of identity, as both characters grapple with their pasts in the

face of present danger. Kelsey’s struggles with feelings of abandonment and

her attempts to maintain control over her life highlight her internal battle,

while Hunt's protective instincts reveal his growing feelings for her

intertwined with a desperate need to shield her from harm. The chapter

deepens their bond, setting the stage for the challenges they will face

together as they navigate the threats ahead.

Key
Elements Description

Characters Hunt, Kelsey

Setting Palm Springs, California

Event Hunt and Kelsey fly to California, where their relationship dynamics are
tested.

Character
Dynamics

Kelsey shows independence but struggles with vulnerability; Hunt's
protective instincts clash with Kelsey's desire for autonomy.

Conflict Discovery of evidence linking Foster to a bombing and Kelsey's
unsettling connection to it.

Themes Vulnerability, resilience, identity, protection, and the impact of past
trauma.
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Key
Elements Description

Emotional
Climax

Kelsey finds disturbing photos of herself at Foster's house, raising
stakes for her safety.

Character
Development

Kelsey's internal battle with feelings of abandonment and control;
Hunt's growing feelings towards Kelsey.

Conclusion Chapter ends with a sense of dread, highlighting the characters’
unresolved issues and the challenges ahead.
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Chapter 12: 

In Chapter 12 of "Protected" by Elisabeth Naughton, Kelsey grapples with a

 whirlwind of emotions as she finds herself amidst a chaotic scene involving

the police and the FBI at a rundown house linked to a man named Graham

Foster. Tension is high, particularly for Kelsey, who feels personally

threatened by recent text messages that hint at connections to her past. Hunt

provides her much-needed support, wrapping her in a protective embrace

and reassuring her of her safety. Their bond deepens as they share moments

of vulnerability, with Hunt promising to keep her safe and suggesting they

check into a hotel to regroup.

Back at the hotel, Kelsey continues to process the unsettling discoveries

about Foster and his possible connection to her former husband, Julian,

while reading a biography about the late actress Vivienne Armstrong. The

revelation that she might be linked to Armstrong strikes her deeply, stirring

up memories of her own tumultuous childhood marked by abandonment and

identity struggles. Despite pondering the implications of her potential

connection to Armstrong, she wishes to shield her family from unnecessary
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Chapter 13 Summary: 

In Chapter 13 of "Protected," Kelsey and Hunt return to their hotel suite after

 a long day filled with emotional strain. Kelsey is visibly quiet, grappling

with the weight of her circumstances, and Hunt, although torn between

wanting to comfort her and respecting her space, decides to open the

conversation. He blocks her from entering her room and gently encourages

her to let him in, emphasizing that vulnerability is okay in their relationship.

Kelsey admits her discomfort with being vulnerable, especially around

someone like Hunt, which leads to a heartfelt exchange where Hunt

reassures her of her strength and beauty, igniting a deep connection between

them.

The tension escalates as their honest dialogue transitions into an intense kiss.

They share a passionate moment where both realize they want more from

each other, revealing a powerful mutual attraction and longing. Their kiss

becomes more fervent, and they find themselves enveloped in a whirlwind

of desire, leading to a passionate encounter that explores both their needs

and fears.

As the chapter unfolds, Kelsey reflects on her past experiences while

reveling in the newfound intimacy with Hunt. Their night together is

portrayed as a turning point where they not only confront their desires but

also their vulnerabilities. After a night filled with passion, the couple
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grapples with the implications of their actions, especially in light of Kelsey's

recent divorce. Hunt expresses his concern about the complications their

relationship might bring, but Kelsey reassures him that her feelings for him

are genuine and not overshadowed by her past.

The chapter builds toward a more profound understanding of both

characters’ emotions. Hunt begins to acknowledge his deeper feelings for

Kelsey, hinting at love but also wrestling with the implications of that love

amidst their dangerous circumstances. As they prepare to confront

real-world issues regarding Kelsey’s connection to a troubling past, the

intensity of their relationship binds them together but also leaves them

vulnerable to outside threats. 

Ultimately, Chapter 13 encapsulates the themes of intimacy, vulnerability,

and the complexities of love as Kelsey and Hunt step into a world that

promises danger and passion intertwined.

Section Summary

Setting Kelsey and Hunt return to their hotel suite after an emotionally taxing
day.

Conflict Kelsey struggles with vulnerability, and Hunt seeks to comfort her while
respecting her space.

Dialogue Hunt encourages Kelsey to open up, leading to a heartfelt exchange
about strength and beauty.
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Section Summary

Romantic
Escalation

Their deep connection culminates in a passionate kiss and intense
encounter, exploring desires and fears.

Reflection Kelsey reflects on her past while embracing intimacy with Hunt,
marking a turning point in their relationship.

Concerns Post-encounter, they discuss the complications arising from Kelsey’s
divorce and Hunt expresses concern about their relationship.

Character
Development

Hunt begins to confront his deeper feelings for Kelsey, hinting at love
amidst their dangerous circumstances.

Themes The chapter explores intimacy, vulnerability, and the complexities of
love entwined with danger.
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Chapter 14 Summary: 

In Chapter 14 of "Protected," Kelsey wakes up feeling a mix of bliss and

 anxiety after spending the night with Hunt, reflecting on how he inspires her

to let down her guard. She enjoys how they connected, especially when she

took the lead in their intimate moments but is nervous about how he feels the

next morning. As they both navigate the aftermath of their passionate night,

Hunt reassures her that he had a great time, but he acknowledges the

complications tied to her family connection with his best friend, Alec.

However, he surprises her by expressing that he doesn’t care about those

complications and wants to pursue their relationship, leading to a heartfelt

exchange where they both affirm their feelings for each other.

Their morning is interrupted by the reality of their situation, specifically a

scheduled meeting with Armstrong's attorneys regarding Kelsey's

connection to the late actress Vivienne Armstrong. They discuss the

complexities tied to her family dynamics, and despite the initial

awkwardness, they share a kiss that deepens their emotional bond. Both

characters reveal vulnerabilities, as Hunt admits his fear of risking their

blossoming relationship, given his difficulty with commitment. Kelsey

counters his worries, revealing her past with her ex-husband Julian and

expressing her eagerness to explore this new chapter with him.

As they prepare for their meeting, Hunt's protective instincts surface,
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reflecting his deepening feelings for Kelsey. Their conversation shifts as

they arrive at the law office, and Kelsey feels a blend of apprehension and

excitement. Their meeting with the attorney sheds light on the mystery

surrounding Kelsey’s potential lineage and Vivienne's life, with hints of

intrigue and danger looming in her past.

This chapter emphasizes themes of love, vulnerability, and the complexities

of familial relationships. It portrays Kelsey’s journey of self-discovery,

whereas Hunt confronts his emotional barriers, setting the stage for both

their personal growth and the unfolding mystery involving Kelsey’s hidden

family ties. Ultimately, their connection becomes a source of strength as

they face the challenges awaiting them.
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Chapter 15: 

In Chapter 15 of "Protected" by Elisabeth Naughton, Kelsey and Hunt visit

 the mansion of actress Catarina Brunelli, seeking answers about Kelsey’s

potential connection to her estranged mother, Vivienne Armstrong. As they

wait, Kelsey feels increasingly uncomfortable with the situation and

frustrated with Hunt's persistence in uncovering details about a mysterious

man from her mother's past. Despite her anger, Hunt tries to support her, but

Kelsey is resolute about distancing herself from Vivienne and her past.

When Catarina finally arrives, she's taken aback by Kelsey’s resemblance to

Vivienne, opening up a conversation about their shared history. Catarina

reveals her deep friendship with Vivienne and provides insights into her

tumultuous relationships, particularly with Graham Foster, whom she views

as a dangerous influence. She suggests that Vivienne's death may not have

been an accident, hinting at conspiracy, while also noting that she had a

young lover shortly before her demise. This news resonates with Kelsey,

who wants to embrace the reality of Vivienne as a flawed, complex human

rather than an idealized starlet.
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Chapter 16 Summary: 

In Chapter 16 of "Protected" by Elisabeth Naughton, Kelsey returns home to

 Oregon with Hunt after a tense and traumatic experience involving her

estranged husband, Julian, and a dangerous stalker, Trey Foster. Kelsey is

relieved to be back with her family, but both she and Hunt feel the weight of

their past encounters as they navigate family dynamics and the aftermath of

danger. Hunt's anxiety comes to light as he checks their car for any signs of

tampering, showcasing his protective instincts and the tension surrounding

their relationship. 

As they drive to her parents’ house, Kelsey receives a chilling text message

from Foster, which leads to a fierce reaction from Hunt. This moment

heightens the tension, as Kelsey grapples with her feelings of vulnerability

and Hunt's simultaneous determination to keep her safe. Hunt's protective

nature is palpable, yet Kelsey pushes back against his attempts to control the

situation, reflecting her struggle for autonomy after years under Julian’s

thumb.

Upon arriving at her family home, Kelsey is warmly welcomed, which

brings her comfort, though she remains apprehensive. She participates in

family banter while keeping a watchful eye on Hunt, who is still on edge.

Their relationship feels strained, with unspoken issues bubbling beneath the

surface, especially regarding the nature of their intimacy during their time
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together in California. Kelsey takes refuge with her niece, Emma, attempting

to escape her chaotic thoughts and the scrutiny of her brothers.

The chapter takes a dramatic turn when Rusty, one of Kelsey’s brothers,

bursts in on a moment between Hunt and Kelsey, misinterpreting it and

sparking conflict. A confrontation ensues, culminating in Rusty attacking

Hunt, which only complicates matters further. Kelsey intervenes, caught

between her love for Hunt and her loyalty to her family.

After all the chaos, Hunt finally expresses his feelings for Kelsey in front of

her family, declaring he’s “crazy about” her. His sincerity poses a stark

contrast to Julian’s past emotional manipulation of Kelsey. Hunt’s admission

slowly breaks through Kelsey's defenses, and she reveals her deep-seated

fears stemming from her previous relationship, emphasizing her struggle to

trust and feel safe.

Ultimately, they share a moment of vulnerability as Kelsey admits her love

for Hunt, mirroring his feelings. Their kiss symbolizes a newfound

connection, solidifying their bond amidst the chaos outside. The chapter

concludes with Hunt's resolve to protect Kelsey from the looming threat of

Foster, setting the stage for a dramatic unraveling of their story as external

dangers persist alongside the healing of their relationship. 

Key themes in this chapter include vulnerability, the struggle for autonomy
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in a relationship, the complexity of past trauma, and the contrasting nature of

genuine love and manipulative control. As Kelsey navigates her feelings for

Hunt, she also learns to confront her fears and trust again, highlighting the

journey of healing and emotional resilience.
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Chapter 17 Summary: 

In Chapter 17 of "Protected," tensions escalate as Hunt returns upstairs after

 a challenging confrontation with Kelsey’s family. He appears shaken, a

stark contrast to the lively atmosphere in the living room where Kelsey sits

with her young cousin Emma. Emma's playful antics serve as a backdrop to

Hunt's underlying turmoil; his admission of love for Kelsey hasn't been

without repercussions. Despite his brave confession, Kelsey is uncertain

about their future, struggling with her feelings after his earlier insistence that

she stay away.

As the evening unfolds, Hunt pulls Kelsey close, baring his emotions and

acknowledging his past mistakes. Kelsey, still grappling with her trauma

from her previous relationship, battles insecurity, fearing that Hunt might

leave or grow tired of her emotional baggage. Their vulnerability during this

moment deepens their connection, building toward a passionate kiss that

solidifies their relationship. However, the chapter takes a darker turn as Hunt

receives a series of unsettling messages on his phone from Kelsey’s stalker,

Graham Foster, indicating he is still a looming threat. 

The tone shifts dramatically when Hunt learns that Foster has hacked both of

their phones, allowing him to eavesdrop on their private conversations and

indicating that he may be closer than they think. Tension mounts as Hunt

realizes they are in grave danger, and his protective instincts kick in. He

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


urges Kelsey into a safe room, fully aware that her safety is paramount. 

The love story blends seamlessly with a thriller element as Hunt searches for

safety while grappling with his feelings for Kelsey. Themes of trust,

vulnerability, and the consequences of their pasts loom large as they face the

uncertainty of their future together against an ever-present threat. In this

chapter, emotions run deep, highlighting the struggle between love and peril,

ultimately foreshadowing the imminent confrontation with their shared

enemy.
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Chapter 18: 

In Chapter 18 of "Protected" by Elisabeth Naughton, Kelsey is consumed by

 her intense feelings for Hunt as they share a passionate connection. The air

is charged with desire as she clings to him, desperate for his affection and

physical presence. Caught in a moment of raw intimacy, their bodies

intertwine as they engage in an electrifying, sexually charged encounter that

leaves both utterly lost in the moment.

As Kelsey and Hunt express their love physically, a significant turn of

events unfolds. After a series of passionate exchanges and physical intimacy,

a sense of security and contentment washes over Kelsey as she nestles

against Hunt, feeling safe within their shared cocoon amid a raging storm

outside. She reflects on the lack of genuine joy in her recent life and realizes

just how deeply Hunt has changed her.

However, that fragile peace shatters when Hunt feels a sudden unease as the

power goes out. Driven by instinct, he retrieves a weapon and steps out to

investigate, instructing Kelsey to remain in their safe room and lock the
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Chapter 19 Summary: 

In Chapter 19 of "Protected" by Elisabeth Naughton, Kelsey finds herself

 anxiously monitoring a series of security cameras in a safe room, trying to

locate Hunt after he unexpectedly disappears from her view. Her unease

grows as she realizes he may be in danger. Just as she starts to hit panic, she

hears Hunt's frantic voice over the radio, demanding her to let him in

because someone is in the house. Before she can react, the presence of Trey

Foster, a chilling figure from her past, disrupts the situation, plunging

Kelsey into an even greater turmoil. He reveals his motive for his actions is

revenge for the life he believes she has unfairly inherited.

As the tension escalates, Kelsey desperately tries to keep Trey engaged in

conversation, searching for a way to access the door and let Hunt in, who she

knows is pounding on the other side. Trey’s unstable mind becomes clear as

he expresses his anger towards Vivienne Armstrong, Kelsey’s birth mother,

accusing her of abandoning him. The revelation that he is Kelsey’s

half-brother hits Kelsey hard, and it adds to the terror as she realizes she is

facing someone who is not only dangerous but also deeply disturbed. 

With trepidation, she tries to find a weapon or an escape route while Trey

becomes increasingly aggressive. He forces Kelsey into a corner, his

madness and desperation driving him to reveal a syringe filled with drugs

and a rope, demonstrating his intent to harm her. In a critical moment filled

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


with dread, she sees Hunt's frantic attempts to reach her on the monitors and

suddenly realizes that the police are also nearby.

Just as Kelsey feels her situation is hopeless, she recalls Hunt's heartfelt

words, giving her the strength to fight back. With a surge of adrenaline, she

scrambles to try to open the door but is struck from behind by Trey. In a

brutal encounter, Kelsey fights against Trey as she is violently thrown

around. When all hope seems lost, Hunt bursts in and attempts to save her;

gunfire erupts, and Kelsey finds herself succumbing to darkness.

The chapter notably showcases key themes of familial connections, trauma,

and the struggle for survival against overwhelming odds. The intensity of

Kelsey’s emotions underscores the deep psychological scars left by her past,

while Hunt’s unwavering courage highlights the theme of protection and

loyalty against the backdrop of chaos. As the chapter concludes, the

haunting uncertainty of Kelsey's fate leaves the reader breathless and

yearning for resolution in the next moments of their gripping story.
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Chapter 20 Summary: 

In Chapter 20 of "Protected" by Elisabeth Naughton, Kelsey wakes up in a

 hospital room, surrounded by her mother, Hannah, and her brother, Rusty.

Confused and disoriented, Kelsey learns from her family that she has been

unconscious for two days after being drugged by Trey Foster, who is now

dead. Her brother expresses a mixture of relief and anger about Foster's

demise, while Kelsey grapples with the unsettling revelation that Foster

might have been her half-brother. Despite the turmoil of her past, Rusty

reassures her that he and her other brothers are her true family.

As Kelsey processes this emotional upheaval, she eagerly inquires about

Hunt, the man who had fought to save her. Her mother informs her that he is

in the ICU after being shot by Foster. Consumed by guilt, Kelsey is torn

between wanting to see him and fearing how he might react to her presence.

She struggles with the aftermath of the trauma, feeling unworthy of love and

worried about Hunt’s condition.

Meanwhile, Hunt, recovering in his own hospital room, reflects on his

relationship with Kelsey and the emotional wall he had built after losing his

mother. An enlightening conversation with his dad reveals the importance of

love and vulnerability, helping Hunt realize that he wants to be with Kelsey

despite the risks involved. He learns from his brothers that Kelsey has been

visiting him every night while he sleeps, indicating that she cares deeply for
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him but is battling her own internal struggles.

The chapter intertwines themes of love, guilt, and familial bonds, as both

Kelsey and Hunt confront their fears and past traumas. The story reaches an

emotionally charged climax when Kelsey, too afraid to face Hunt directly, is

surprised to find a puppy in his room—a gift he has procured for them,

symbolizing a shared future and hope. Their reunion sparks a moment of

vulnerability, where Kelsey expresses her fears and regrets, and Hunt

reassures her that he will not abandon her, reinforcing their emotional

connection. The chapter ends on a heartfelt note, emphasizing the promises

they make to each other about love and support amidst uncertainty.
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