
Roll Of Thunder, Hear My Cry PDF
(Limited Copy)

Mildred D. Taylor

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Roll Of Thunder, Hear My Cry Summary
A Journey of Resilience and Racial Injustice

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


About the book

Set in the racially charged South of the 1930s, "Roll of Thunder, Hear My

Cry" by Mildred D. Taylor captures the resilience and strength of the Logan

family as they navigate the harsh realities of racism and injustice. Through

the eyes of young Cassie Logan, readers are drawn into a world where the

fight for dignity and respect is not just a personal battle but a communal

struggle for survival. As Cassie confronts the harsh truths of her society and

learns about the value of heritage and love, Taylor weaves a poignant

narrative that challenges the status quo and celebrates the power of familial

bonds and courage. This evocative tale not only immerses readers in the

historical context of the Civil Rights movement but also ignites a

conversation about equality and justice, making it a timeless and essential

read.
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About the author

Mildred D. Taylor is a celebrated American author known for her powerful

storytelling and vivid depiction of African American life in the South during

the early to mid-20th century. Born on September 13, 1943, in Jackson,

Mississippi, Taylor drew inspiration from her family's own experiences with

racism and social injustice, themes that deeply resonate in her works. She is

best known for her novel "Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry," which won the

Newbery Medal in 1977 and is part of a series that explores the struggles

and resilience of the Logan family. Through her writing, Taylor not only

highlights the harsh realities of segregation and discrimination but also

emphasizes the importance of family, community, and pride in one's

heritage.
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Chapter 1 Summary: 1

In Chapter 1 of "Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry," we meet Cassie Logan and

 her brothers, Stacey, Christopher-John, and Little Man, as they embark on

the first day of school in Mississippi during the 1930s. The chapter opens

with Cassie urging Little Man to hurry, but he is overly focused on keeping

his clothes clean as they walk along a dusty road. This sets the tone for Little

Man's character as someone who is meticulous and concerned about

appearances, especially given the context of their impoverished

environment.

As they make their way to school, the siblings showcase different

personalities—Stacey is moody and protective, Christopher-John is

easy-going and friendly, while Little Man is innocent and naive. The

siblings share a complicated relationship with their school experience, which

is overshadowed by the weight of their family's economic struggles and the

racial discrimination they face as Black children in the South.

T.J. Avery, a classmate, and his brother Claude, join them on the walk to

school, introducing a narrative about the Berrys, a family who faced a

horrifying incident of racial violence. T.J. shares gossip that the Berrys were

burned by white men, foreshadowing the racial tensions that will heavily

influence the narrative. This horrifying revelation deepens the undercurrents

of fear and caution present in the characters’ lives.
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The chapter also pivots to their school, Great Faith Elementary, which is a

dilapidated establishment. Despite its condition, it is filled with children

eager to learn, highlighting the resilience of the Black community despite

systemic obstacles. The descriptions of the school’s inadequate resources

starkly contrast the rich imagery of the land that belongs to the Logans and

their shared history of struggle for ownership and independence.

At school, Little Man becomes upset over the book he receives—a reused,

dirty one with demeaning labels referring to Black students. His reaction,

which includes stomping on the book in frustration, leads to a confrontation

with Miss Crocker, their teacher. Cassie interjects on Little Man's behalf,

revealing the injustices embedded in their education, but this only results in

punishment for both of them. 

Through the character of Mama, we witness a strong maternal figure who

fights against the injustice of the educational system. She’s determined to

protect her children’s dignity and shows a rebellious spirit against systems

that aim to subjugate them, suggesting a wider theme of resistance against

oppression. The chapter closes with Cassie's hope to discuss the day's events

with her mother, showcasing the family bond and the importance of

communication in navigating their struggles.

Overall, this chapter establishes the harsh realities of the Logan family's life,
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the importance of land and heritage to their identity, and sets up early

conflicts around race, dignity, and family unity, which are central themes

throughout the book.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of standing up against injustice

Critical Interpretation: As you navigate the complexities of life,

remember the courage of Cassie and Little Man who, despite their

youth and vulnerability, refuse to accept the injustices they face at

school. Their small act of defiance teaches you that even in the most

daunting circumstances, standing up against injustice and advocating

for your dignity can inspire change—not only for yourself but for

those around you. The resilience shown by the Logan family

encourages you to confront challenges with conviction, ensuring that

you never lose sight of your worth and the importance of fighting for

what is right.
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Chapter 2 Summary: 2

In Chapter 2 of "Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry," we dive deeper into the

 lives of the Logan family. The chapter opens with Cassie climbing a high

cotton pole under the watchful eye of her grandmother, Big Ma. With a mix

of pride and concern, Big Ma warns Cassie about the dangers of falling,

expressing a desire for easier cotton to pick. The family works together in

the fields, with Cassie's brothers, Christopher-John and Little Man,

managing the lower spikes while their older brother, Stacey, remains on the

ground.

Suddenly, Cassie spots her father, Papa, returning home with Mr. L.T.

Morrison, a large man with an imposing presence. The children run to greet

Papa, excited to see him. He affectionately embraces each child and

introduces Mr. Morrison, who has suffered from hardships after losing his

job on the railroad. Papa explains to the family that Mr. Morrison will be

staying with them for a while to help out, a prospect that surprises Mama

and Big Ma but is warmly accepted.

As the evening unfolds, the mood shifts when the family hears about the

brutal death of John Henry Berry, a local man who met a violent fate at the

hands of white men. The gossip about the incident reveals the harsh world

the Logans live in, highlighting racial tensions and injustices. The

conversation among the adults touches on fear and anger regarding the lack
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of accountability for acts of violence against Black people in their

community.

Papa takes a serious tone with his children, stressing the importance of

staying away from the Wallace store, notorious for crime and alcohol, and

emphasizing the values of their family. He sternly warns his children about

the dangers lurking in the community, reinforcing his protective instincts

over them.

Themes of family, community, and racial injustice unfold as the chapter

progresses. The children's innocent curiosity contrasts sharply with the grim

reality of their world, creating a poignant atmosphere. Amidst struggles, the

Logans maintain a strong familial bond and resilience, preparing to face the

challenges ahead together. The underlying tension in the narrative

foreshadows potential conflicts, making it clear that the Logans’ lives are

intricately woven into the fabric of a society marked by systemic racism and

violence.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of family and community support in

overcoming adversity

Critical Interpretation: Just as the Logan family embodies unity in the

face of injustice and hardship, you too can draw strength from your

own familial and community bonds. In moments of challenge,

remember that leaning on those who care for you can provide solace

and resilience. Surrounding yourself with support during tough times

not only lightens the burden but also empowers you to navigate

through life's obstacles with courage and hope.
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Chapter 3: 3

In Chapter 3 of "Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry" by Mildred D. Taylor, the

 rainy season finally arrives, transforming the long-standing dust into muddy

chaos for the Logan children. Cassie, Stacey, Christopher-John, and Little

Man navigate to school each day, donning musty calf-skin cloaks that they

hastily ditch as soon as they're out of sight from their mother, Mama. The

arrival of the Jefferson Davis school bus adds another layer of torment, as

the driver speeds through puddles, splashing mud onto the children and

reminding them of their school's inequities compared to the better-funded

white school, which has buses.

Little Man, growing increasingly frustrated by the struggle to keep his

clothes clean and the unfairness of it all, has a heartfelt moment with Big

Ma, who encourages him to focus on his education and future rather than the

upset of the moment. After a particularly humiliating incident involving

being splashed again by the bus, the siblings—including an angry Little

Man—decide to take matters into their own hands. Stacey hatches a plan to

create a muddy trap for the bus as revenge.
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Chapter 4 Summary: 4

In Chapter 4 of "Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry" by Mildred D. Taylor, the

 story deepens as Cassie Logan struggles with an unsettling incident

involving the local night men. The chapter opens in the kitchen where

Cassie's behavior concerns her family, especially Big Ma and Mama. They

notice Cassie's lingering sorrow, which stems from a traumatic encounter

with the men on the bus, although she keeps the truth hidden out of loyalty

to her brother Stacey and their pact. As the day unfolds, Cassie joins her

brothers and their friend T.J., who tries to distract them with his antics, but

the atmosphere remains tense with unspoken fears about the night men.

T.J. stretches the truth about the night men, attempting to impress the others

with tales of their actions, including the recent tar-and-feathering of a local

man, Mr. Tatum. It's clear that T.J.'s bravado masks a deeper unease that all

the children feel. When Stacey attempts to pull away from T.J.'s

provocations, he ultimately agrees with Cassie that they should not venture

near the Wallace store, the very place associated with treachery and violence.

Against the warnings, Stacey heads toward the store, driven by loyalty to

T.J. and a desire to confront him. Cassie, Christopher-John, and Little Man

follow him, despite misgivings. They witness a fight between the two boys

but are interrupted when Mr. Morrison, a family friend and protector,

emerges to break up the confrontation, emphasizing the need for discipline
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and respect towards their mother’s wishes. Mr. Morrison's intervention

signifies the crucial role of adult protection in a fraught environment where

racial tensions run high.

Eventually, after a brief return home, the family embarks on a trip to visit

the Berry family, whose lives have been scarred by violence, highlighting

the brutal realities faced by Black families in their community. Mama

explains to her children the significance of their actions and the threats

posed by the Wallaces, emphasizing the importance of standing together

against injustices. 

This chapter intricately weaves together themes of family, loyalty, racism,

and the loss of innocence as the children navigate a complex adult world

filled with danger and moral dilemmas. Cassie's naivety starkly contrasts

with the harsh lessons she learns about societal cruelty, underscoring the

deeply ingrained fear and the resilience of the Black community in the face

of adversity. The strong sense of familial bonds serves as a refuge for the

children, although it is increasingly tested by the external threats they

encounter.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of family support and unity in the face of

adversity

Critical Interpretation: In the gripping moments surrounding Cassie's

struggle with the night men and the dangers that loom over her family,

you are reminded of the strength that lies within familial bonds. Just as

Cassie and her brothers rely on each other to navigate the treacherous

world they inhabit, you can draw inspiration from their resilience. Life

may throw challenges that test your spirit, but the love and support of

your family can offer a sanctuary and guide you through. Embrace

your roots, stand together with loved ones, and face adversities with

courage, for it is in unity that you will find the power to overcome

even the darkest of days.
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Chapter 5 Summary: 5

In Chapter 5 of "Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry," Cassie and her family set

 out early one December morning for a long-awaited trip to the market in

Strawberry. Big Ma, their grandmother, takes along Cassie, her brother

Stacey, and T.J., a friend known for his annoying behavior, who has

somehow charmed his way into the outing. As they travel, Cassie is full of

excitement but soon feels disappointment when she sees that Strawberry is

not the vibrant town she had imagined. Instead, it appears grim and

run-down, revealing the economic struggles of the community.

Upon arriving, Big Ma knows her business well, selling milk and eggs, but

she also grapples with the realities of their society, where she must position

her stall away from the white vendors to remain within the bounds of racial

segregation. Cassie and her impatience lead her to challenge Big Ma about

their location, reflecting a youthful desire for visibility and success, yet she

quickly learns the harsh truths of their world.

During their time at the market, tension rises when Big Ma leaves to conduct

some business with Mr. Jamison, a white lawyer whom Cassie admires.

While waiting, T.J. convinces Cassie and Stacey to venture into the Barnett

Mercantile, where they experience blatant discrimination when a white

woman is served before T.J., despite having waited longer. Cassie, feeling

the sting of injustice, confronts Mr. Barnett, but her boldness draws a hateful
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response. In a moment of anger, she stands up for herself but is humiliated

when Mr. Barnett derogatorily refers to her as a “little nigger,” causing the

store to look on in shock.

Stacey tries to manage the situation, urging Cassie to leave as tensions flare.

Cassie wrestles with her emotions, grappling with ideas of dignity and

injustice, but is not prepared for the confrontation that follows her encounter

with Mr. Simms and his daughter, Lillian Jean. Lillian Jean demands an

apology, and her father escalates the humiliation, cornering Cassie in a

shameful display of power. Big Ma’s fear for their safety forces Cassie to

apologize, bending to the will of their oppressors despite the injustice of the

situation. The chapter concludes with Cassie feeling a crushing sense of

defeat and pain, marking a defining moment in her understanding of the

world’s harsh realities and her identity as a Black girl in the racially charged

South of the time.

Key Elements Summary

Setting Trip to the market in Strawberry during December.

Main
Characters Cassie, Big Ma, Stacey, T.J.

Initial
Expectations

Cassie is excited about the market but feels disappointed upon
arrival due to the grim reality of the town.

Big Ma's
Business 

Big Ma sells milk and eggs, understands the need for racial
segregation within the market.
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Key Elements Summary

T.J.'s Influence T.J. encourages Cassie and Stacey to enter the Barnett Mercantile,
leading to experiences of discrimination.

Discrimination
Encounter

Cassie confronts Mr. Barnett after witnessing T.J. being treated
unfairly; receives a derogatory comment.

Conflict with
Lillian Jean

Lillian Jean demands an apology from Cassie, leading to a troubling
confrontation with her father.

Conclusion of
the Chapter

Cassie feels defeated, marking a significant moment in her
understanding of racial injustice and her identity.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Critical Thinking

Key Point: Confronting Injustice

Critical Interpretation: Cassie’s journey to the market highlights the

importance of confronting injustice, even when the odds seem stacked

against you. Her boldness in standing up for herself, despite the

painful repercussions, serves as a powerful reminder that recognizing

and challenging inequity is a crucial step towards change. In our own

lives, we can draw inspiration from Cassie’s experience; it encourages

us to find our voice in the face of discrimination and injustice. By

standing firm in our beliefs and advocating for what is right, we not

only empower ourselves but also contribute to the collective strength

needed to push for a more equitable world.
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Chapter 6: 6

Chapter 6 of "Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry" begins with a quiet and tense

 ride home from Strawberry. The atmosphere is heavy following an incident

where young Cassie has been forced to apologize to Lillian Jean Simms after

a confrontation in town. While Cassie feels wronged by her Big Ma for not

defending her, Stacey tries to help her understand that adults often make

difficult choices under pressure. Their frustrations are interrupted when they

discover that Uncle Hammer has arrived, bringing excitement and a sense of

relief to the family.

Uncle Hammer, who is much like their father, offers warmth but also a layer

of complexity with a distant demeanor that the children struggle to

comprehend. He reflects on the challenges faced by black families during

this time, subtly introducing themes of racial inequality and injustice that are

more apparent in his heated reaction to Cassie's mistreatment by Mr.

Simms—a white man who pushed her off the sidewalk. His furious response

reveals a rift that exists between the struggle for dignity and the painful

acceptance of society's prejudices.

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Chapter 7 Summary: 7

In Chapter 7 of "Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry," tensions escalate within

 the Logan family as they navigate the complexities of racial inequality and

personal integrity in the South during the 1930s. The chapter opens with

Mama asking Stacey to retrieve his coat, which he has given to T.J., a boy

who pressures him about its size and style. Mama's reaction showcases the

family's values about giving and respect for gifts, leading to a heated

confrontation with Uncle Hammer, who believes Stacey has been foolish to

part with it. He emphasizes that one must be smart and not let others dictate

their worth.

The chapter captures the themes of pride and the harsh realities of growing

up black in the South. Uncle Hammer delivers a powerful lesson to Stacey

regarding self-worth and the importance of standing strong against peer

pressure. The interaction leaves Stacey visibly shaken, underscoring the

tension between familial expectations and the influence of outside opinions.

As the chapter unfolds, it shifts focus to the holidays, with the family

eagerly awaiting Papa's return. Cassie, the narrator, reflects on the cold

school days filled with anticipation. She grapples with taunts from Lillian

Jean and the obnoxious display of Stacey's coat by T.J., itching for a

confrontation but holding back as she plans to consult Papa about her

troubles.
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On Christmas Eve, the mood transforms to joy as Papa arrives, filling the

household with warmth and festive activities like cooking and storytelling,

showcasing the strength of family bonds. They share memories of past

hardships, contrasting the jovial present with struggles they've faced,

especially in light of racial violence described by Mr. Morrison.

Through Mr. Morrison’s haunting stories of past atrocities, such as his

family’s traumatic experiences with racist violence, the chapter delves into

the historic and personal scars of the characters, emphasizing themes of

survival and resilience. Despite the joyous holiday atmosphere, the

discussions reveal the underlying tensions and the constant threat of racism

looming over their lives.

As the chapter closes, Papa, Uncle Hammer, and Mr. Jamison address the

precarious situation of land ownership and the future of the family. Mr.

Jamison offers to back credit for purchasing goods from Vicksburg but

warns that the risks involved, especially considering Harlan Granger's

potential threats to their land, could have dire consequences. This

foreshadows the ongoing struggles the Logans will face in protecting their

home and dignity against systemic oppression and personal betrayal.

Overall, the chapter beautifully intertwines family dynamics with broader

societal issues, setting the stage for the challenges the characters will
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continue to confront in their fight for justice and respect. The warmth of

familial love contrasts sharply with the cold reality of racial tensions,

reminding readers of the complex interplay between personal choices and

societal expectations.
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Chapter 8 Summary: 8

In Chapter 8 of "Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry" by Mildred D. Taylor, we

 see Cassie Logan navigating the complexities of friendship, identity, and

racial tensions in her life. The chapter opens with Cassie approaching Lillian

Jean Simms, who had previously disrespected her. Cassie, guided by her

father’s wisdom, has decided to confront the dynamic of their relationship.

Rather than continuing to be treated poorly, she offers to carry Lillian Jean's

books as a show of cooperation but secretly plans to assert herself.

As she walks with Lillian Jean, Cassie learns to play the game of survival in

a racially charged environment, where she must mask her true feelings and

endure some indignities. This leads to playful banter among her brothers

about her role as Lillian Jean's “slave,” highlighting the racism she faces

while also showcasing her family's protective bond.

At school, T.J. Avery faces the consequences of his own actions after he

cheats and draws the ire of the teacher, Miss Crocker, who is also navigating

issues of authority in a racially divided school system. This contributes to

T.J.'s growing resentment toward the Logans, whom he feels look down on

him. This chapter illustrates the strains on T.J.'s character, as he grapples

with the repercussions of his actions.

Meanwhile, Cassie's father, Papa, shares important life lessons about respect
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and anger management with her. His words resonate as Cassie considers

how to handle her conflicts with Lillian Jean. In a pivotal moment, Cassie

decides to fight back against Lillian Jean's bullying. They engage in a

physical altercation, and Cassie gains the upper hand, forcing Lillian Jean to

apologize for her previous insults. This act of defiance is not just about the

immediate encounter; it symbolizes Cassie's desire to stand up for herself

and gain respect.

Throughout the chapter, themes of dignity, survival, and the struggle against

systemic racism are vividly represented. Cassie's journey reflects her

growing understanding of the world around her, as she learns to balance the

need for self-respect with the harsh realities of her environment. 

The chapter culminates with the clash of power dynamics when Mama

Logan is confronted by school board members, including Mr. Granger, who

dismiss her authority and ultimately fire her for teaching the truth about

history. This moment highlights the systemic oppression faced by the

Logans and their community, particularly in education. The impact of T.J.'s

betrayal becomes evident, and the loyalty within Cassie's family is tested as

Mama's passion for teaching is stifled by discriminatory forces.

Overall, this chapter showcases Cassie's growth as she navigates her identity

and place within a world filled with racial tensions, familial bonds, and the

fight for respect and dignity. It leaves the reader pondering the complexities
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of childhood in a harsh social landscape, where learning to stand up for

oneself is both a personal and communal struggle.
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Chapter 9: 9

In Chapter 9 of "Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry," spring arrives, bringing a

 lively energy to the Logan family farm. The earth softens, animals are born,

and Cassie Logan eagerly anticipates the return to the fields, longing for

freedom from school. However, her excitement is dampened when she learns

that her friend Jeremy Simms feels isolated amid his siblings and wishes to

connect with Cassie's family.

As conversations unfold with Mama, Cassie learns about T.J., who has been

spending time with Jeremy's older brothers, R.W. and Melvin. The adults

perceive T.J.'s relationship with them warily, believing he seeks acceptance

while being manipulated. Mama emphasizes the complexities of T.J.'s

situation, suggesting he craves attention but is pursuing it in harmful ways.

The narrative shifts to a sense of foreboding as Papa discusses the

vulnerabilities of their community in light of tensions with local white

landowners, particularly the Wallaces. The Logans refuse to shop at the

Wallace store, despite threats of violence, displaying their deep-rooted
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Chapter 10 Summary: 10

In Chapter 10 of "Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry," the story unfolds with

 Papa's first morning up after his injury, and the family grapples with

financial struggles and the lingering threat of the Wallaces. As Papa, still

bandaged and with a broken leg, assesses their situation, it is revealed that

with the mortgage money from Hammer, they can barely cover the June

payment and will have to sell off some livestock to make future payments.

Mama is concerned about going to Strawberry due to the charged

atmosphere, but they discuss the pressing need for insecticide and groceries.

There is a struggle between the desire to take action against the Wallaces and

the reality of the consequences that could arise.

Stacey feels guilty about Papa’s leg, which deepens the emotional tension

within the family. They share a moment of frustration about the injustice

they suffer at the hands of the Wallaces, but Papa insists on patience and

caution as they navigate their challenges. Mr. Morrison, a family friend,

goes about his day, and after a brief excursion, they encounter Kaleb

Wallace, who threatens Mr. Morrison. In a moment of sheer strength and

defiance, Mr. Morrison lifts Wallace’s truck and moves it aside, showcasing

the extraordinary power he holds, while the children watch in awe. This act

is a bold statement against the oppression they face, underlining themes of

strength and resistance.
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The chapter also highlights the changing dynamics within the community

and introduces the tension surrounding T.J. Avery, who has begun

associating with the Simms brothers, drawing disapproval from Stacey and

others. His character portrays a stark contrast to the Logans, as he opts for a

path that seems to betray his own people for a momentary taste of

acceptance from the white boys.

As the community prepares for the annual revival, a cherished event filled

with food and camaraderie, the undertones of fear and tension remain

palpable. Papa is determined to secure their land despite the bank's pressure,

signaling the continuous fight against economic and social injustice. Uncle

Hammer's unexpected arrival with funds symbolizes hope and familial

support, yet it also underscores the sacrifices being made for the sake of their

future.

This chapter balances moments of familial warmth and the reality of

systemic oppression, showcasing the resilience of the Logan family as they

navigate their struggles in a world where their dignity and livelihood are

constantly under threat. The looming storm serves as an apt metaphor for the

challenges they face, suggesting that, while they can find moments of joy

and connection, the storm is always just around the corner.
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Chapter 11 Summary: 11

In Chapter 11 of "Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry," the atmosphere is filled

 with tension, amplified by a stormy night and the looming threat posed by

the Wallaces. Cassie narrates the events, beginning with her restless night

and her awareness of Mr. Morrison’s vigilant presence outside, hinting at

concerns regarding the Wallaces’ hostility.

The tension escalates when T.J. unexpectedly arrives at Stacey's room,

visibly injured and frightened. He reveals that R.W. and Melvin Simms beat

him severely after a robbery attempt at Jim Lee Barnett's store went horribly

wrong. T.J. had accompanied the Simmses, who coerced him into breaking

in to steal a gun. The situation spiraled out of control when they were caught

by Mr. Barnett, and R.W. retaliated violently, injuring T.J. and hurting the

Barnetts in the process. T.J. is terrified of what will happen if his parents

learn the truth, fearing he will be cast out of his home.

Despite their previous grievances with T.J., Stacey decides to help him,

embodying loyalty and compassion. He and Cassie are worried about T.J.'s

injuries and the animosity brewing in their community. Cassie reluctantly

joins Stacey in escorting T.J. home, navigating through the dark, all while

the thunder rolls ominously in the background.

As they approach T.J.'s house, they witness a horrifying scene: the Wallaces
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and other white men have gathered at the Avery home, seeking retribution

for the supposed robbery. The men’s intentions are violent, and they crudely

accuse T.J. of being the culprit, disregarding their own role in the chaos. The

brutality towards the Avery family is palpable as they are dragged from their

home and beaten, with T.J. being pulled along as well, bloody and broken.

Stacey feels increasingly helpless, knowing that the situation is spiraling

dangerously out of control. Amid the chaos, T.J. is made a target of the

violent mob, and Stacey realizes the only way to save him might be to get

help from their father. He instructs Cassie to run for their father and Mr.

Morrison, showing a flicker of hope that the adults might intervene.

The chapter masterfully captures themes of loyalty, friendship, and the stark

realities of racial violence. Cassie and Stacey's struggles to protect their

friend illustrate the complex dynamics of their community and the harsh

consequences of racism. The portrayal of the mob’s hatred and the sense of

impending doom emphasize the ever-present threat of violence looming over

T.J. and the Avery family, leaving readers anxious for what will happen next.

The chapter ends with Cassie and her brothers fleeing into the dark, seeking

to inform their father about the dangers lurking just beyond their home, as

the thunder continues to rumble ominously above.
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Chapter 12: 12

In Chapter 12 of "Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry," the tension escalates as

 Cassie and her brothers return home after being out late. Their initial

excitement turns to fear when they learn about the danger T.J. and Claude

face due to the hostility of the Simms family and other white men. Cassie

frantically tells her father, Papa, everything she knows, prompting him to

rush out to save Stacey, who has hidden to avoid capture.

Papa’s anger at the children soon shifts as they reveal the violent situation

involving T.J. and Claude, leading him to grab a shotgun and prepare to

confront the threat. However, Mama insists on finding another way to

prevent catastrophe without resorting to violence. Amid this charged

atmosphere, a storm brews and a fire ignites in the cotton field, heightening

the stakes. Mama and Big Ma rush off to combat the flames, insisting the

children stay behind for their safety.

As the fire rages, Jeremy Simms, a white boy who often finds himself on the

fringes of this conflict, arrives to inform them about the firefighting efforts
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Best Quotes from Roll Of Thunder, Hear My Cry by
Mildred D. Taylor with Page Numbers

Chapter 1 | Quotes from pages 14-46

1. "Look out there, Cassie girl. All that belongs to you. You ain’t never had to live on

nobody’s place but your own and long as I live and the family survives, you’ll never

have to. That’s important."

2. "You may not understand that now, but one day you will. Then you’ll see."

3. "Some people around here seem to be giving themselves airs. I’ll tolerate no more of

that," she scowled.

4. "I don’t want my book neither."

5. "We don’t have to accept them…and maybe we don’t either."

6. "I’ll give you ten seconds to pick up that book, boy, or I’m going to get my switch."

7. "Ain’t no need gettin’ mad," T.J. replied undaunted. "Jus’ an idea."

8. "Your teacher, Miss Davis, has been held up in Jackson for a few days so I’ll have

the pleasure of sprinkling your little minds with the first rays of knowledge."

9. "Now since there’s only one of me, we shall have to sacrifice for the next few days."

10. "But that doesn’t mean they have to accept them…"

Chapter 2 | Quotes from pages 47-58

1. "Just had to come home and see ’bout my babies."

2. "Ain’t y’all something? Can’t hardly call y’all babies no more."

3. "I expect you’re right, Mama. Come Monday, we’d better haul it up to the Granger
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place and have it ginned."

4. "He’s gonna stay with us awhile."

5. "You’re lucky no worse happened and we’re glad to have you

here…especially now."

6. "In this family, we don’t shop at the Wallace store."

7. "Your mama tells me that a lot of the older children been going up to that

Wallace store after school to dance and buy their bootleg liquor and smoke

cigarettes."

8. "There’s drinking up there and I don’t like it—and I don’t like them

Wallaces either."

9. "I wish he could just stay…and stay…."

10. "Sometimes I wish we had more low cotton like down ’round

Vicksburg."

Chapter 3 | Quotes from pages 59-89

1. "One day the sun’ll shine again and you won’t get muddy no more?"

2. "So ain’t no use frettin’ ’bout it. One day you’ll have a plenty of clothes and maybe

even a car of yo’ own to ride ’round in, so don’t you pay no mind to them ignorant

white folks."

3. "You jus’ keep on studyin’ and get yo’self a good education and you’ll be all right."

4. "This information cut deeply into Little Man’s brain, and each day when he found his

clean clothes splashed red by the school bus, he became more and more embittered."

5. "It ain’t the end of the world."

6. "Ah, shoot! I sure am gettin’ tired of this mess."

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


7. "We could not outwit it."

8. "Come on, Man. It ain’t gonna happen no more, least not for a long while.

I promise you that."

9. "But I got us into it."

10. "Ain’t no call to go blaming yourself. We all done it."
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Chapter 4 | Quotes from pages 90-128

1. "Ain’t never no reason good enough to go disobey your mama."

2. "Friends gotta trust each other, Stacey, 'cause ain’t nothin' like a true friend."

3. "Sometimes a person’s gotta fight. But that store ain’t the place to be doing it."

4. "You know, I…I wasn’t hardly eighteen when Paul Edward married me…He was

smart. Ow-ow, my Lord, that was one smart man!"

5. "He don’t know nothin’ ’bout me or this land, he think I’m gonna sell!"

6. "But when he got to be fourteen and his mama died, he left that place and worked his

way ’cross here up to Vicksburg."

7. "But that store ain’t the place to be doing it. From what I hear, folks like them

Wallaces got no respect at all for colored folks and they just think it’s funny when we

fight each other."

8. "Ain’t going down there no more neither," he promised.

9. "I suppose you three went to the store too, huh?"

10. "But for some reason I could not understand he said, 'All right, Mr. Morrison, I’ll

tell her.'"

Chapter 5 | Quotes from pages 129-145

1. "I think you forgot, but you was waiting on us ’fore you was waiting on this girl

here, and we been waiting a good while now for you to get back."

2. "I ain’t nobody’s little nigger!"

3. "I already know what I am! But I betcha you don’t know what you are! And I could

sure tell you, too, you ole—"
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4. "I know it and you know it, but he don’t know it, and that’s where the trouble is."

5. "Do like I say."

6. "I’m sorry, Miz Lillian Jean," demanded Mr. Simms.

7. "Ain’t nobody gonna mess with me... I wouldn’t need nobody."

8. "You just get your little black self back over there and wait some more."

9. "It sure ain’t nothing to shout about."

10. "We’ll do all right. I got me some regular customers and they’ll check to

see if I’m here ’fore they buy."

Chapter 6 | Quotes from pages 146-172

1. "Everybody born on this earth is something and nobody, no matter what color, is

better than anybody else."

2. "You may have to call Lillian Jean 'Miss' because the white people say so, but you'll

also call our own young ladies at church 'Miss' because you really do respect them."

3. "In fact, he thinks she’s better than Stacey or Little Man or Christopher-John—just

’cause she’s his daughter?"

4. "There’s no maybe to it."

5. "What we do have is some choice over what we make of our lives once we’re here."

6. "But they didn’t teach us Christianity to save our souls, but to teach us obedience."

7. "That ole scrawny, chicken-legged, snaggle-toothed, cross—"

8. "You think my brother died and I got my leg half blown off in their German war to

have some red-neck knock Cassie around anytime it suits him?"

9. "But, Mama, it ain’t fair. I didn’t do nothin’ to that confounded Lillian Jean."

10. "Because he’s one of those people who has to believe that white people are better
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than black people to make himself feel big."
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Chapter 7 | Quotes from pages 173-209

1. In this house we do not give away what loved ones give to us.

2. It’s tough out there, boy, and as long as there are people, there’s gonna be somebody

trying to take what you got and trying to drag you down.

3. It seems to me you wanted that coat when I gave it to you, ain’t that right?

4. Then if you want something and it’s a good thing and you got it in the right way, you

better hang on to it and don’t let nobody talk you out of it.

5. You care what a lot of useless people say ’bout you you’ll never get anywhere.

6. If you ain’t got the brains of a flea to see that this T.J. fellow made a fool of you, then

you’ll never get anywhere in this world.

7. We ain’t never gonna lose this land.

8. You could be right ’bout Jeremy making a much finer friend than T.J. ever will be.

The trouble is, down here in Mississippi, it costs too much to find out.

9. I want these children to know we tried, and what we can’t do now, maybe one day

they will.

10. You being white, you can just ’bout plan on anything you want. But I tell you this

one thing: You plan on getting this land, you’re planning on the wrong thing.

Chapter 8 | Quotes from pages 210-236

1. "After all, I’m who I am and you’re who you are."

2. "The way I see it, we all gotta do what we gotta do. And that’s what I’m gonna do

from now on. Just what I gotta."

3. "God wants all his children to do what’s right."
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4. "Forgiving is not letting something nag at you—rotting you out."

5. "How you carry yourself, what you stand for—that’s how you gain

respect. But, little one, ain’t nobody’s respect worth more than your own."

6. "There are things you can’t back down on, things you gotta take a stand

on. But it’s up to you to decide what them things are."

7. "You just do that and I’m gonna make sure all your fancy friends know

how you keeps a secret."

8. "It was just a part of her being Mama. But now that she could not teach, I

felt resentful and angry."

9. "Your mama…she’s born to teaching like the sun is born to shine."

10. "You the one turned, T.J. Now leave us alone. We don’t want no more to

do with you."

Chapter 9 | Quotes from pages 237-262

1. "It keeps on blooming, bearing good fruit year after year, knowing all the time it’ll

never get as big as them other trees. Just keeps on growing and doing what it gotta do.

It don’t give up."

2. "You were born blessed, boy, with land of your own. If you hadn’t been, you’d cry

out for it while you try to survive…like Mr. Lanier and Mr. Avery."

3. "But right now, pretty lady... right now I’ve got better things to think about."

4. "They go on that chain gang and their families got nothing."

5. "It’s hard on a man to give up, but sometimes it seems there just ain’t nothing else he

can do."

6. "Well, look-a-here! Good ole butter beans and cornbread!"
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7. "Just because them Wallaces threaten them one time they go jumping all over

themselves to get out like a bunch of scared jackrabbits—"

8. "Some folks just like to keep other folks around to laugh at them…use

them."

9. "But, Papa, we planted more cotton this year. Won’t that pay the taxes?"

10. "I wonder how come T.J. don’t know they laughing at him?"
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Chapter 10 | Quotes from pages 263-289

1. "What good’s a car? It can’t grow cotton. You can’t build a home on it. And you

can’t raise four fine babies in it."

2. "I guess you’re right."

3. "He’s got a need to show us where we stand in the scheme of things. He’s got a

powerful need to do that. Besides, he still wants this place."

4. "You ain’t never had no children of my own. I think sometimes if I had, I’d’ve

wanted a son and daughter just like you and Mr. Logan…and grandbabies like these

babies of yours…."

5. "Don’t ask me to go."

6. "I told the boy it wasn’t his fault. He just wasn’t strong enough to hold Jack."

7. "Well, not for what he got in mind. He thought he’d plant himself some summer

corn. It’ll be ready come September."

8. "I think when I grow up I’m gonna build me a house in some trees and jus’ live there

all the time."

9. "I don’t think it will be…unless you stay."

10. "Mama, you want me to take it to court?"

Chapter 11 | Quotes from pages 290-307

1. But I ain’t gonna let him turn me ’round.

2. You gotta help me.

3. I ain’t no bed!

4. You ain’t going without me.
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5. If Stacey was going to be a fool and go running out into the night to take an even

bigger fool home, the least I could do was make sure he got back in one piece.

6. You sure you ain’t lying, T.J.?

7. He’s hurt bad, Cassie. I gotta get him home.

8. I ain’t going without you!

9. Trust me, will ya?

10. We had to reach Papa.

Chapter 12 | Quotes from pages 308-330

1. "I’ll do what I have to do, Mary…and so will you."

2. "They’re going to learn right here and now there ain’t gonna be no T.J.s in this

house."

3. "But, fool or not, I can’t just sit by and let them kill the boy."

4. "The fire’s got to be stopped."

5. "You set one foot from this house and I’m going to skin you alive…do you hear me

now?"

6. "Perhaps…" he started, then was quiet.

7. "I’ll go in with them."

8. "T.J.’s all right. The sheriff and Mr. Jamison took him into Strawberry."

9. "It shouldn’t be."

10. "I cried for T.J. For T.J. and the land."
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Roll Of Thunder, Hear My Cry Discussion Questions

Chapter 1 | 1 | Q&A

1.Question:

What is the significance of the setting at the beginning of the book, particularly the

description of the road and the landscape surrounding the Logans' home?

The opening passage sets a vivid scene of the harsh realities faced by the Logan family

living in Mississippi during the Great Depression. The dusty road symbolizes the hard

work and toil of their lives as sharecroppers. The contrast between their land, which

they own, and the land worked by sharecroppers for the Granger plantation highlights

themes of ownership, identity, and the struggles against oppression. The natural beauty

of the forest and the symbolism of the logging trees juxtaposed with the struggles for

survival foreshadows the challenges the Logans will confront throughout the novel.

2.Question:

How do the characters of Cassie, Stacey, Christopher-John, and Little Man reflect

different attitudes towards school and societal expectations?

Cassie, the protagonist, feels an overwhelming sense of frustration with the

expectations placed upon her by her mother (wearing a Sunday dress to school) and the

school's injustices, such as receiving old and dirty textbooks. Stacey displays a mix of

irritation towards school, especially his mother's teaching, and a protective attitude

towards his younger siblings. Christopher-John is more easygoing and optimistic,

showing little concern for conflicts, which reflects a desire for acceptance. Little Man,

being particularly fastidious, takes great pride in his appearance and cleanliness; this
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leads to his outburst when confronted with a dirty book, showcasing his innocence and

strong sense of justice.

3.Question:

What does the incident with the books reveal about the power dynamics

and racial tensions in the setting of the story?

The incident with the books highlights the systemic inequalities faced by

Black students in the South. The students receive discarded textbooks with a

labeling system that denotes them as inferior by designating them for

'colored' children. This deeply ingrains a sense of segregation and

discrimination in their education. Miss Crocker's reaction to Little Man's

refusal to accept a dirty book emphasizes the authority that teachers (often

white) have over Black children, which perpetuates emotional and physical

harshness in educational settings. This moment serves as a critique of the

racial injustices imbedded in the education system.

4.Question:

How does the relationship between the Logan family and their land

serve as a theme in Chapter 1?

The relationship between the Logan family and their land is central to the

chapter's theme of pride, ownership, and dignity. Papa's efforts to keep the

family on their own land serve as a symbol of resilience and self-sufficiency

in the face of economic hardship. He tells Cassie that the land is theirs,

meaning it is essential to their identity and future. The ownership of their

land is contrasted with the era's widespread sharecropping system, which
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symbolizes the exploitation and oppression of Black families. Their land

represents freedom and legacy, which they must fight to protect amidst the

pressures that seek to erode their sense of agency.

5.Question:

What role does the character T.J. Avery play in the narrative, and what

does his interaction with Stacey and the Logan siblings suggest about

friendship and betrayal?

T.J. Avery serves as both a foil and a source of tension in the narrative. His

arrogance and tendency to flaunt his flaws highlight the complexities of

friendship among the children. While he claims to be close to Stacey and the

Logan siblings, he engages in dishonest and manipulative behavior, such as

blaming others for his own misdeeds. This interaction suggests that

friendships among children can be complicated, influenced by social

dynamics and peer pressure. T.J.'s actions show how betrayal can manifest in

school settings, especially when intertwined with the harsh realities of their

socio-economic status, revealing the challenges of loyalty and moral

integrity among the youth.

Chapter 2 | 2 | Q&A

1.Question:

What concerns does Big Ma express regarding the children climbing the poles in

the cotton field?

Big Ma expresses her worries about the children climbing the tall wooden poles set out

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


to mark the length of the cotton field. She remembers that the cotton they are picking is

higher than they need, and she wishes they had more low cotton like they have down

around Vicksburg. Her concern stems from the potential danger of them falling since

they are at a height, and she prefers that they not risk injury by climbing the poles.

2.Question:

How do the children react to Papa's unexpected return home?

The children are filled with excitement and joy upon seeing Papa return

home. Cassie quickly descends from her pole in the cotton field when she

recognizes him, and they all rush towards him, disregarding Big Ma's

warning not to go through the fence. Once they reach him, Little Man is

lifted into the air, and they all crowd around Papa with eager questions.

Their happiness is palpable as they enjoy his affectionate greetings and show

an eagerness to understand the reasons behind his visit.

3.Question:

What introduction does Papa give for Mr. Morrison, and what is the

children's reaction to him?

Papa introduces Mr. L.T. Morrison to the children, describing him as

someone who is going to stay with them for a while. The children initially

respond with apprehensive whispers, expressing their curiosity and

bewilderment at Mr. Morrison's imposing stature and physical presence,

which they describe as 'a human tree.' They huddle closer to Papa,

highlighting their trepidation about the unfamiliar man, indicating a mix of

intrigue and fear.

4.Question:

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


What news is shared about John Henry Berry during church, and how

does it reflect the community's concerns?

During church, it is announced that John Henry Berry died the previous

night, prompting prayers for his soul and for the recovery of his brother,

Beacon. This news reflects the deep-seated fears and concerns in the

community regarding racial violence and injustice. The conversations among

church members reveal that John Henry was attacked by white men,

suggesting dangerous societal tensions and a lack of protection for black

individuals in their community. The community members discuss the event

with anger and a sense of hopelessness, indicating that such violence is not

new and highlighting the reality of their lives.

5.Question:

How does Papa communicate the importance of avoiding the Wallace

store, and what consequences does he threaten for disobedience?

Papa emphasizes the importance of not going to the Wallace store by firmly

stating that children who frequent that place are likely to find themselves in

serious trouble. He associates the store with negative behaviors such as

drinking and dancing, which make him uncomfortable. When he insists they

won't go there and threatens to 'wear y’all out' if he finds out they have, it

underscores his authority as a parent and his concern for their safety. This

warning reflects his protective nature and indicates that he is serious about

guiding them away from harmful influences.

Chapter 3 | 3 | Q&A

1.Question:
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What is the significance of the rain at the beginning of Chapter 3, and how does it

impact the children's journey to school?

The rain signifies a shift in the atmosphere, washing away the oppressive

dust that had settled on the land for months. Initially, the rain brings joy,

symbolizing a temporary relief from the harshness of their environment.

However, it quickly turns into a complication for the children as it turns the

dirt into thick, red mud, making their daily trek to school miserable. The

mud clogs their shoes, and they must wear dried calf-skins to shield

themselves from the rain, which, though uncomfortable and smelly,

highlights their struggle against both the elements and social injustice. Thus,

the rain serves as a metaphor for cleansing juxtaposed with the children’s

ongoing hardships.

2.Question:

How does Little Man's reaction to being splashed by the Jefferson Davis

bus reflect his feelings about inequality?

Little Man's visceral anger at being splashed by the school bus underscores

his sense of injustice regarding racial inequality. His frustration is

compounded by the fact that the white school (Jefferson Davis) has the

privilege of a bus while black students do not. His repeated grievances about

his clothes being muddied serve as a symbol of his desire for equality and

recognition of his worth as a student. Little Man's insistence on the

unfairness of the situation reveals how deeply he internalizes the disparities

between the black and white students, and the mud he constantly fights
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against represents the broader societal restrictions imposed on him.

3.Question:

What is Stacey's plan to retaliate against the Jefferson Davis bus, and

what motivates him to take such action?

Stacey devises a plan to dig a hole in the road to create a muddy trap for the

bus that splashes them with mud daily. His motivation stems from a

combination of anger at the humiliation they experience and a desire for

revenge to regain a sense of dignity. Stacey's determination to execute this

plan demonstrates his growing maturity and awareness of standing up

against injustice, as well as his protective instincts towards his siblings. He

believes that by thwarting the bus, they can assert some control over their

circumstances, which reflects their youthful spirit and need for agency in a

world that often disregards their plight.

4.Question:

Describe how the interactions with Jeremy Simms contribute to the

theme of friendship and social boundaries in the chapter.

Jeremy Simms, a white boy who attempts to befriend the Logan children,

embodies the complexities of friendship amidst racial divisions. His friendly

demeanor contrasts sharply with the prevailing social norms of the time that

dictate separation between black and white children. When he approaches

the Logans after the bus incident, they initially ignore him, showcasing their

reluctance to bridge the racial divide despite his genuine interest. This

interaction underscores the theme of social boundaries; while Jeremy desires
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connection, the children's experiences with racism create a barrier that

complicates their ability to accept his overtures. This moment highlights

both the innate human desire for friendship and the harsh realities that

socio-political contexts impose, illustrating the broader tensions of race

relations.

5.Question:

How does Big Ma and Mama's response to Little Man's distress provide

insight into their values and the theme of resilience?

Big Ma's and Mama's responses to Little Man's distress highlight their roles

as pillars of strength and wisdom in the family. Big Ma comforts Little Man,

trying to reassure him that the world will improve and emphasizing the

importance of perseverance and education. Mama encourages the children to

focus on their studies and downplays the humiliation they face as a result of

the bus, directing them toward future possibilities rather than present

frustrations. Their nurturing yet realistic perspectives encapsulate a theme of

resilience in the face of adversity. They impart the values of hard work,

patience, and faith in a brighter future, teaching the children not to allow

external circumstances to define their self-worth or opportunities.
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Chapter 4 | 4 | Q&A

1.Question:

What is the emotional state of Cassie at the beginning of Chapter 4, and what leads

to her feelings?

In the beginning of Chapter 4, Cassie is emotionally troubled and withdrawn. Big Ma

notices her unusual long faces and lack of energy, indicating something is amiss. Cassie

is on the verge of confessing what she witnessed regarding the bus incident and the men

threatening her family, but she decides to keep it a secret, particularly out of loyalty to

her brother Stacey and the pact they made. This internal conflict contributes to her

sorrowful demeanor, as she grapples with fear, guilt, and the weight of keeping a

troubling secret.

2.Question:

How do Big Ma and Mama react to Cassie's emotional state, and what do they

suspect?

Big Ma and Mama express concern about Cassie's well-being, suspecting that her

change in behavior indicates some kind of sickness or emotional distress. They observe

that she hasn't been eating or sleeping well and is unusually quiet, which is not typical

for her. Their conversation showcases their protective instincts as they discuss the

possibility that Cassie might have seen something distressing, hinting at their deeper

understanding of the dangers their family faces due to the racial tensions in their

community.

3.Question:
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What role does T.J. play during the gathering of the children by the fire, and what

does he reveal that captivates their attention?

T.J. attempts to engage the children by boasting about his 'cleverness' in

avoiding work and his purported knowledge about a history test. Although

he initially starts with light-hearted bragging, he quickly transitions to a

more serious topic that captivates the children's attention: the 'night men' and

a recent incident involving violent racial intimidation. This revelation piques

their curiosity and fear, as they are reminded of the dangers associated with

their race and community. T.J.'s storytelling not only entertains but also

emphasizes the ever-present threat of racial violence they live under.

4.Question:

What does Mr. Morrison's arrival and role signify in this chapter,

particularly concerning the dynamics of the Logan family and their

safety?

Mr. Morrison's arrival represents a source of protection and support for the

Logan family amidst the prevailing racial tensions. He is a friend of Papa's

and brings a sense of security and strength, especially in contrast to the fear

the children feel about the night men. His decision to move into the old

tenant shack rather than stay with the Logans reflects his independent nature

but also the family's values of privacy and respect for boundaries. His

presence helps ease some of the children's fears and provides a stronger

sense of solidarity against the oppressive forces in their lives.

5.Question:
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What consequences does Stacey face after his fight with T.J., and how

does Mama respond to his actions?

Stacey faces the embarrassment and punishment of being whipped by Mama

after she finds out about his fight at the Wallace store. He tries to explain

that he was defending T.J., demonstrating a code of honor that prioritizes

loyalty among friends. However, his choice to fight contradicts Mama's rules

about avoiding danger, particularly at the Wallace store. Mama, while

scolding him for disobeying her, does not punish him harshly but instead

sends him and his siblings to bed early, signaling that she wishes to foster

understanding rather than simply inflict punishment. This incident highlights

the conflicts between parental guidance and children’s decisions,

emphasizing the challenges of parenting in a perilous environment.

Chapter 5 | 5 | Q&A

1.Question:

What were Cassie's initial feelings about going to Strawberry with Big Ma?

Cassie felt disbelief and excitement about going to Strawberry, especially since she had

longed to go to market day with Big Ma. She was sandy-eyed, indicating she had just

woken up and couldn't believe it was actually happening. Cassie reflected on how their

family had been denied this experience many times before, and it seemed her

excitement stemmed from years of anticipation.

2.Question:

How does Cassie describe Strawberry upon their arrival?
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When Cassie and her family finally arrive in Strawberry, she describes it as a

disappointing place that does not live up to the grand expectations she had held. Instead

of a bustling town, she finds it to be sad and drab, characterized by red dirt, patches of

brown grass, and dilapidated buildings. This stark contrast to her expectations

contributes to her initial feelings of disappointment.

3.Question:

What challenges do T.J. and Cassie face at the Barnett Mercantile?

At the Barnett Mercantile, T.J. and Cassie face significant racial

discrimination. When T.J. attempts to place an order, Mr. Barnett shows

blatant favoritism by attending to a white customer first, ignoring T.J. and

Cassie despite their wait. Cassie, frustrated by the unfair treatment, confronts

Mr. Barnett about their wait time, which leads to her being insulted and

humiliated as Mr. Barnett angrily dismisses her. This incident highlights the

systemic racism they face as black children in a segregated society.

4.Question:

How does Cassie's confrontation with Mr. Barnett develop her

understanding of racial injustice?

Cassie's confrontation with Mr. Barnett serves as a pivotal moment in her

understanding of racial injustice. Initially, she approaches the situation with

a sense of innocence, believing that her polite request would be enough to

receive fair treatment. However, when Mr. Barnett reprimands her harshly, it

shocks her and forces her to confront the reality of her social status as a

black girl in a racially charged environment. The humiliation she
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experiences is profound, pushing her towards a deeper awareness of the

inequities surrounding her.

5.Question:

What does the encounter with Lillian Jean Simms reveal about the

social dynamics and racial tensions in the story?

The encounter with Lillian Jean Simms further illustrates the social

dynamics and racial tensions present in the story. Lillian Jean represents the

entitlement of white children, as she commands Cassie to apologize without

any justification for her rudeness. Mr. Simms's aggressive defense of Lillian

Jean underscores the ingrained attitudes of superiority that white people held

over black people during this era. Cassie's forced apology to Lillian Jean,

despite her innocence, reflects the harsh realities of racial hierarchy and the

pressure on black families to conform to the demands of white individuals,

no matter how unjust.

Chapter 6 | 6 | Q&A

1.Question:

What was the main issue Cassie faced after their trip to Strawberry, and how did

it affect her relationship with Big Ma?

After their trip to Strawberry, Cassie was upset that Big Ma made her apologize to

Lillian Jean Simms even though Cassie felt she did nothing wrong. This situation

caused tension between Cassie and Big Ma, as Cassie felt betrayed and angry. She

couldn't understand why Big Ma didn't stand up for her against the Simms family,
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reflecting a larger conflict about respect, dignity, and the roles that adults felt they had

to uphold in a society that demanded submission from black people. Cassie's frustration

and anger led her to blame Big Ma for the humiliation she suffered, as well as believing

that Big Ma had forsaken her.

2.Question:

Describe Uncle Hammer's relationship with the family and how his

arrival changes the atmosphere in the Logan household.

Uncle Hammer, as Mama's brother, holds a special position in the Logan

family. His arrival brings warmth and excitement, especially for the

children, who see him as a source of fun and adventure. Unlike their father,

he is not encumbered by the same responsibilities and can be more carefree,

which lends a sense of joy to the household. Uncle Hammer's strong

personality and his bold actions (such as purchasing a car similar to Mr.

Granger's) invigorate the family dynamics, yet also introduce tension,

particularly as he strongly identifies with their struggles against racism.

3.Question:

What does Uncle Hammer’s reaction to Cassie’s experience in

Strawberry reveal about his character and the dangers of racial

conflicts in their community?

Uncle Hammer's reaction to Cassie's experience in Strawberry reveals his

fierce protectiveness over his family, coupled with a deep-seated anger

towards the injustices that black people face from white people. When he

learns that Mr. Simms knocked Cassie off the sidewalk, he immediately
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feels compelled to confront this injustice, showing a readiness to resort to

violence if necessary. This reaction underscores the gravity of racial

conflicts in their community, illustrating how they can provoke strong

emotional responses and lead to potentially dangerous situations, as the

family is well aware that confronting white people, especially over such

matters, can escalate into severe consequences.

4.Question:

How does Cassie's understanding of respect evolve throughout Chapter

6, particularly in her discussions with Mama?

Throughout Chapter 6, Cassie's understanding of respect becomes more

complex. Initially, she equates respect with fairness and believes she should

not have to comply with the demands of someone she perceives as lesser,

like Lillian Jean. However, Mama helps her understand that respect in their

world is not given based on personal merit alone, but is part of a broader,

contextual existence governed by racial hierarchies. Mama teaches Cassie

that while they must show deference to white people as a means of

self-preservation, true respect is reserved for their own community, whom

they genuinely honor and appreciate. This lesson marks Cassie's first steps

towards understanding the intricacies of navigating a world steeped in racial

prejudice.

5.Question:

What are the implications of Uncle Hammer’s actions at Soldiers

Bridge, and how do they reflect the themes of resistance and identity in
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the narrative?

Uncle Hammer’s decision to drive across Soldiers Bridge despite the

presence of a white truck signifies an act of quiet defiance against the

oppressive racial dynamics of their community. His willingness to take this

risk illustrates a theme of resistance against systemic racism and the

assertion of personal dignity. It reflects the way that the Logan family must

navigate a world where their identity as black individuals is constantly

challenged by white supremacy. Moreover, this event serves as a pivotal

moment in the narrative, highlighting the ongoing struggle for dignity and

the repercussions of standing up against perceived injustices, while also

foreshadowing the potential conflicts that may arise as they push back

against societal norms.
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Chapter 7 | 7 | Q&A

1.Question:

What does Mama ask Stacey to do at the beginning of Chapter 7, and how does he

respond?

At the beginning of Chapter 7, Mama asks Stacey to bring her his coat so she can take

up the sleeves. Stacey responds hesitantly, claiming that the coat is fine as it is. As

Mama insists, he nervously admits that he no longer has the coat because he lent it to

T.J., which causes Mama to become angry. This interaction highlights the struggle

between obedience to parental authority and the peer pressure Stacey feels from T.J.

2.Question:

What lesson does Uncle Hammer impart to Stacey during their conversation about

the coat?

During the conversation about the coat, Uncle Hammer teaches Stacey an important

lesson about self-worth and the importance of standing up for oneself. He berates

Stacey for giving away something that was given to him by a loved one and emphasizes

that Stacey should not let others, like T.J., dictate his feelings about himself or his

possessions. Uncle Hammer insists that if Stacey values something that was given to

him, he should not allow peer influence to make him feel otherwise. This moment is

pivotal for Stacey as it strengthens his sense of identity and the importance of making

wise choices.

3.Question:

How does the story explore themes of racial tensions and injustice through the
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characters' experiences with T.J. and the Wallaces?

The story explores themes of racial tensions and injustice through the

characters' interactions with T.J., who embodies a sense of betrayal and

manipulation, and the Wallaces, who represent the oppressive white

establishment. T.J. flaunts Stacey's coat after taking it, which symbolizes

how people within the same community can undermine each other for status.

Additionally, the Wallaces' involvement in the murder of the Berry family

and the community's desire to boycott their store highlight the systemic

racism and violence that African Americans face. These experiences shape

the children’s understanding of racism and the ongoing struggle for dignity

within their society.

4.Question:

What event occurs during the Christmas gathering, and how do the

characters and family members celebrate?

During the Christmas gathering, the Logan family shares a joyful meal filled

with traditional dishes and relives memorable stories from the past. They

prepare a feast that includes chicken, pies, and various meats, creating a

festive atmosphere filled with laughter and nostalgia. The warmth of the

gathering contrasts with the prevailing racial tensions outside their home,

emphasizing the importance of family and cultural traditions. This

celebration serves as a reaffirmation of their identities and resilience, as they

enjoy moments of happiness before facing the harsh realities of their lives.

5.Question:
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What does Mr. Morrison's story about the past reveal to the children,

and how does it emphasize their family's history?

Mr. Morrison's story about the past reveals to the children the brutal realities

of racism and violence faced by African Americans during Reconstruction,

particularly through his account of the night men who attacked his family.

This narrative underscores the historical struggles that shape their family's

identity, illustrating how their ancestors fought for survival and dignity. By

sharing these heavy stories, Mr. Morrison educates the children about their

history, reinforcing the importance of remembrance and resilience in the

face of injustice. It also serves to prepare them for the racial challenges that

still exist in their lives.

Chapter 8 | 8 | Q&A

1.Question:

What conflict does Cassie face regarding her relationship with Lillian Jean in this

chapter?

In this chapter, Cassie grapples with a complex internal conflict regarding her

relationship with Lillian Jean, who represents the white privilege and prejudice that

Cassie has faced. After an incident in Strawberry where a white boy, Charlie Simms,

hits her, Cassie's father advises her on the importance of forgiveness but also cautions

her not to be a fool about it. Cassie decides to act submissively toward Lillian Jean to

avoid further conflict, illustrating her struggle between self-respect and the societal

norms of racial segregation. The chapter ultimately leads to a turning point where

Cassie confronts Lillian Jean, refusing to continue being her 'slave' and demanding an
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apology, thereby reclaiming her dignity.

2.Question:

What lesson does Cassie learn from her father regarding respect and

self-worth?

Cassie's father, Papa, teaches her a significant lesson about respect in this

chapter. He emphasizes that respect is earned through self-dignity and how

one carries oneself. He advises Cassie that while there will be situations she

must endure to survive, there are also issues that warrant a stand. Papa

encourages Cassie to evaluate whether Lillian Jean's treatment of her is

something to tolerate. Through her father's guidance, Cassie learns that

maintaining her self-respect is crucial and that standing up against injustice,

when relevant, is an important principle.

3.Question:

Describe the significance of the fight between Cassie and Lillian Jean.

How does it reflect larger themes in 'Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry'?

The fight between Cassie and Lillian Jean serves as a crucial moment of

empowerment for Cassie. The confrontation not only signifies Cassie's

refusal to accept Lillian Jean's disrespect but also symbolizes a broader

struggle against racial prejudice and oppression. The fight illustrates themes

of identity, self-assertion, and the complexities of navigating a world filled

with systemic racism. Cassie's victory in demanding an apology also

represents a break from the submissive role prescribed to her as a Black girl

in the segregated South. This moment powerfully underscores the theme of
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standing up for oneself amidst social injustice.

4.Question:

What role does T.J. play in this chapter, particularly in relation to

Cassie and her family?

T.J. serves as a foil to Cassie and her strong moral compass in this chapter.

His behavior reflects a lack of loyalty and integrity, especially when he

cheats on an exam and subsequently blames others for his shortcomings.

T.J.'s betrayal, which leads to the firing of Cassie's mother, further amplifies

the sense of disloyalty and treachery that can seep into community

dynamics. His actions highlight the risks of associating with someone who

prioritizes self-interest over the collective well-being of their friends. This

relationship showcases the complexity of friendships under social pressures

and the consequences of one's actions within a tight-knit community.

5.Question:

Discuss the narrative style and perspective in this chapter. How does it

enhance the themes presented within the text?

The narrative style of 'Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry' is first-person from

Cassie's perspective, which allows readers to deeply engage with her internal

struggles, emotions, and interpretations of events. This perspective enhances

the themes of racial tension, familial loyalty, and personal growth, as readers

experience Cassie's world through her eyes. Her youthful voice conveys

innocence, frustration, and determination, making her character's journey of

self-discovery and empowerment relatable. The direct encounters with
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prejudice and injustice are further emphasized through Cassie's reflections,

illustrating how these societal issues impact her development and

understanding of her identity.

Chapter 9 | 9 | Q&A

1.Question:

What significant event occurs when Mr. Jamison visits, and how does this

foreshadow future troubles for the Logan family?

Mr. Jamison visits the Logan family to speak with Papa about the threat posed by

Thurston Wallace, who is spreading rumors about making it difficult for 'smart colored

folks' to shop in Vicksburg. Wallace's declaration that he will ensure that these

individuals 'ruin his business' foreshadows the racial and economic tensions that the

Logan family and their community are about to face. This visit indicates that trouble is

brewing, as the community's choice to shop elsewhere is causing animosity and leading

to threats of violence.

2.Question:

How do the characters of T.J. and his relationship with R.W. and Melvin develop

in this chapter?

T.J.'s relationship with R.W. and Melvin becomes more complicated in this chapter.

Initially, he is portrayed as someone who seeks acceptance and friendship, despite the

fact that R.W. and Melvin seem to treat him poorly, laughing at him behind his back.

Jeremy, who is friends with the Logans, hints at the negative treatment T.J. receives

from the Simms brothers, indicating a troubling dynamic where T.J. longs for
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companionship but aligns himself with those who do not have his best interests at heart.

This relationship points to T.J.'s vulnerability and need for validation, leading him into

dangerous social affiliations.

3.Question:

What does Papa mean when he compares the Logans to a fig tree, and

what lesson does he want to impart to Cassie?

Papa uses the fig tree as a metaphor to illustrate resilience and perseverance

in the face of adversity. He points out that while the fig tree may not be as

large or spectacular as the surrounding oak and walnut trees, it has deep

roots and continues to produce fruit year after year. His lesson to Cassie is

that, like the fig tree, the Logan family must remain steadfast and committed

to their values and survival, even in difficult times. He emphasizes the

importance of not giving up, as giving up would lead to their demise, and

encourages her to keep pushing through challenges without losing their

sense of identity or purpose.

4.Question:

What leads to Papa's injury, and how does it reflect the tensions in the

community?

Papa is injured when he and Mr. Morrison are attacked during their return

from Vicksburg. As they attempt to fix their wagon in the rain, they are

ambushed by three men from a truck, presumably the Wallaces. The

situation escalates when Papa is shot and then the wagon rolls over his leg.

This incident not only results from physical attack but symbolizes the direct
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threat that the Wallaces represent to the Logan family and the larger Black

community resisting racial oppression. It highlights the brutal reality of their

struggle for economic independence, as the Wallaces are willing to resort to

violence to maintain their control and suppress the efforts of the Black

families.

5.Question:

What does Mama fear regarding Papa's trip to Vicksburg, and how

does it reflect her concerns for the family's safety?

Mama expresses her fear about Papa going to Vicksburg amidst growing

threats from the Wallaces. She understands the risk involved in continuing to

resist the oppressive system through collective actions like shopping in

Vicksburg, especially given that some white community members are

actively threatening violence against those who assert their rights. Her

concern reflects a protective instinct for her family, recognizing the dangers

posed by the systemic racism they face. Mama's insights also reveal the

broader anxieties that accompany their daily lives, where economic survival

and safety are in constant conflict, exacerbated by the tension with the

Wallaces.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Chapter 10 | 10 | Q&A

1.Question:

What is the main concern that Papa expresses in Chapter 10 regarding their

financial situation?

Papa expresses worry about the family's ability to make the mortgage payments after

the bank calls up the note. He realizes that with the injury he sustained, he cannot return

to work on the railroad, which has significantly impacted their income. He discusses the

need to potentially sell livestock to cover upcoming payments and the urgency of

borrowing money from his brother Hammer, as they are facing immediate financial

difficulties.

2.Question:

How does the family's dynamic shift after Papa's injury, and what role does Mr.

Morrison play in their lives during this time?

After Papa's injury, the role of family dynamics shifts as Mama takes on a more

prominent role in managing household finances and supporting the family. The children

notice the stress affecting her and Papa’s relationship as they navigate their challenges.

Mr. Morrison becomes a crucial figure in the household, providing physical help on the

farm and financial support, as well as protection against threats from the Wallaces. His

presence offers a sense of security amidst their struggles.

3.Question:

What event occurs when Mr. Morrison and Cassie are on their way to Mr.

Wiggins’ farm, and how does this escalate the tension in the story?
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On their way to Mr. Wiggins’ farm, they encounter Kaleb Wallace, who blocks their

path with a truck and threatens Mr. Morrison with violence due to the attack on his

brothers. This confrontation showcases the escalating racial tension and danger the

family faces following the incident with the Wallaces. Mr. Morrison’s impressive

strength, where he lifts and moves the truck, emphasizes his authority and resolve, but

also heightens the threat posed by the Wallaces.”},{

Chapter 11 | 11 | Q&A

1.Question:

What is the significance of Mr. Morrison's presence and actions during the night of

Chapter 11?

Mr. Morrison represents a protective figure for the Logan family, especially during

times of turmoil after Papa's injury. His quiet vigilance and soft singing at night reflect

both his personal pain and the tense atmosphere surrounding the community,

particularly involving the Wallaces. Mr. Morrison's decision to watch over the Logans

serves as a silent promise of support and strength amid racial violence threatening their

safety.

2.Question:

What leads T.J. to seek help from Stacey and Cassie, and what condition does he

arrive in?

T.J. comes to Stacey and Cassie in a panic after being brutally beaten by R.W. and

Melvin Simms. He arrives with deep bruising and severe pain in his stomach,

suggesting possible internal injuries. His desperate plea for help stems from fear of his
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own father’s wrath for not returning home and his terror of the consequences of the

violence inflicted by the Simms brothers, which gives him no choice but to turn to his

friends in this dire moment.

3.Question:

What does T.J. reveal about the events that led to his injuries, and how

does it portray his character?

T.J. recounts a series of events that culminated in a robbery gone wrong,

where he was coerced into breaking into a store with the Simms brothers. He

describes their criminal actions, including attacking Mr. Barnett, which

showcases T.J.’s cowardice and vulnerability. His willingness to implicate

himself further emphasizes his desperation and fear, as he grapples with the

consequences of his choices and the reckless influence of the Simms

brothers.

4.Question:

How does the community respond to T.J.'s actions after the robbery,

and what tensions arise among the characters as a result?

The community's response is quick and violent, illustrating the deep-seated

racism and the prevailing belief in vigilante justice against Black individuals

accused of crimes. As the Wallaces and other white men come to demand

retribution, the tension escalates dramatically, putting T.J. in grave danger.

This situation highlights the fragility of Black lives in a racially hostile

environment and adds to the fear and anxiety that the Logan children

experience as they witness this injustice unfold.

5.Question:
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What decision do Stacey and Cassie ultimately have to make regarding

T.J.'s safety, and what does this reveal about their characters?

Stacey decides, despite Cassie's protests, to take T.J. home to ensure his

safety, showcasing his sense of responsibility and compassion despite T.J.'s

past betrayals. Cassie's choice to accompany Stacey underscores her loyalty

and protective instincts, even towards someone who has caused them trouble

before. This moment demonstrates their moral courage in the face of danger,

as they navigate the complexities of friendship, loyalty, and the risks posed

by their racially charged environment.

Chapter 12 | 12 | Q&A

1.Question:

What events led to the family’s concern about T.J. and Claude's safety?

In Chapter 12 of 'Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry', Cassie and her brothers return home

after being out at night and learn that T.J. and Claude have been hurt. They explain to

their father, Papa, that T.J. had broken into the mercantile with the Simms brothers and

later fled from them. The Simms brothers, along with others, retaliated against Claude

and T.J., leading to the danger that they now face. This news amplifies the tension that

the family feels regarding the potentially violent actions of the townspeople.

2.Question:

How does Papa react to the news of T.J. and Claude’s injuries, and what does he

plan to do?

Initially, Papa is angry at the children for being out at night, but as Cassie describes the
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situation, his demeanor changes to concern for T.J. and Claude. Papa’s protective

instincts take over, and he grabs his shotgun, indicating his determination to confront

the men who harmed T.J. He believes that violent intervention may be necessary to

protect his family and T.J., despite Mama's warnings about the consequences of using a

gun. This highlights the thematic clash between the need for protection and the dangers

of violence.

3.Question:

What significant event do Mama and Big Ma experience while

attempting to fight the fire?

While the fire in the cotton field is raging due to lightning, Mama and Big

Ma venture out to combat the flames. They gather burlap sacks and shovel

dirt to extinguish the fire, showcasing their courage and resilience. Mama

insists that the boys stay behind for their safety, emphasizing the point that

the fire must be dealt with immediately. This scene serves to illustrate the

women’s strength and the gravity of the situation, as they risk their own

safety to protect their home and livelihood.

4.Question:

What does the arrival of Jeremy Simms signify, and how does he help

the situation?

When Jeremy Simms arrives at the Logan home, he brings news that his

father and other townspeople have come to help fight the fire. His presence

signifies a moment of unexpected allyship, given the previous antagonistic

dynamic between him and the Logans. Jeremy’s willingness to aid in
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fighting the fire indicates the strange complexities of social relationships in

the face of crisis. He also informs Cassie that the fire was started by

lightning and has caused significant damage but reassures the children that

their father is okay and participating in fighting the fire.

5.Question:

What is the emotional impact of T.J.'s situation on Cassie, and how does

it reflect broader themes in the book?

Throughout Chapter 12, the emotional weight of T.J.'s situation deeply

affects Cassie. She grapples with fears not just for his physical safety but

also for the implications of the violence that surrounds their community.

Cassie realizes that T.J., despite their differences, has always been a part of

her life, and the potential for his demise symbolizes the loss of innocence

and the harsh realities of racism and societal injustice. This encapsulates the

broader themes of the book regarding family, community, and the struggle

for dignity amidst oppression.
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