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About the book

In "Saints and Scoundrelsin the Story of Jesus," Nancy Guthrie invites
readers to explore the diverse tapestry of characters who popul ate the Gospel
narratives—from the pious to the perfidious, the faithful to the flawed.
Through vivid storytelling and insightful analysis, Guthrie uncovers how
these individuals shape the profound message of Jesus and reveal the depths
of human nature. This engaging examination challenges us to consider our
own place within this story of redemption and rebellion, urging us to reflect
on what it means to follow Christ amidst the complexities of life. With a
blend of theological depth and relatable anecdotes, this book beckons both
the curious and the committed to dive deeper into the striking contrasts of

virtue and vice that define the journey of faith.
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About the author

Nancy Guthrie is a noted author, Bible teacher, and speaker, renowned for
her ability to engage audiences with profound insights into Scripture and its
relevance to contemporary life. With a strong background in teaching the
Bible, she has authored several books and contributed to numerous Bible
study resources, helping believers deepen their understanding of faith and
the narratives within the Bible. Through her work, including the influential
"Saints and Scoundrels in the Story of Jesus," Guthrie combines theological
depth with accessibility, inviting readers to explore complex biblical themes
and charactersin arelatable manner. Her unique perspective is marked by a
commitment to unpacking the intricate stories of the Bible, shedding light on

the multifaceted nature of humanity as it interacts with the divine.
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Chapter 1 Summary: TheVoice

The global attention captured by the royal wedding of Prince Harry and
Meghan Markle witnessed a stirring sermon delivered by Rev. Michael
Curry, who spoke passionately about love as atransformative force for the
world. Thistheme of love as a catalyst for change finds an intriguing parallel
in the Gospel of Matthew, where John the Baptist emerges as another
compelling voice, preaching a very different message centered on repentance

and preparation for the coming of God’ s kingdom.

1. At the heart of John the Baptist’s message is a call to repentance, aradical
shift from a complacent existence towards a transformative engagement with
God and others. Unlike the uplifting notion of love celebrated at the royal
wedding, John's proclamation compels individuals to confront their moral
failures and recognize that the impending arrival of God represents both
hope and judgment. His assertive challenge—calling religious leaders a
“brood of vipers’ and warning of impending judgment—pointsto an
uncomfortable truth: true change begins with acknowledging our

shortcomings.

2. John's mission was rooted in a historical context of anticipation. For
generations, the people of God longed for amessianic figure, foretold by
prophets like Isaiah and Malachi, who would herald the arrival of divine

deliverance. His call for preparation echoes the prophetic tradition, urging
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people to rethink their lives and align themselves with God's purposes. This
invitation was not merely a suggestion to tune out the noise of daily
existence but required substantial discomfort as it demanded a movement

away from familiar routines and towards genuine homage to God.

3. The narrative of John the Baptist is not just about personal repentance; it
Is a collective awakening. His baptism served as a profound act of humility
for the Jewish people, compelling them to acknowledge their status as sinful
and in need of divine mercy—an act akin to the rituals meant for Gentiles
longing for acceptance. In doing so, John emphasized the need for a

transformative inner growth that outward rituals alone could not achieve.

4. As he preached, John encountered religious elites, the Pharisees and
Sadducees, who dismissed hiswarnings. Their self-assurednessin their
heritage and adherence to the law blinded them to their need for repentance.
John’ s fiery rhetoric was not a one-time incident; it was a consistent
message challenging those in comfort to recognize their vulnerability. This
severe invitation to genuine repentance and the necessity of bearing fruit
reflecting such change can sometimes make even the most religious feel
threatened.

5. Even as John embraced his preparatory role, he acknowledged that his

baptism was but an initial step toward a deeper work only the coming

Messiah could accomplish. As Jesus approached for baptism, John
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recognized Him as the true enactor of salvation, the one who would offer a
baptism of the Holy Spirit. This profound realization marks a turning point

not just for John but for those who would follow Jesus's ministry.

6. Y et, as John’'s story unfolds, we witness a turning point where
misunderstanding arises. While John anticipated immediate judgment and
societal restoration, he found himself imprisoned and disillusioned when
Jesus's actions diverged from these expectations. This disorientation reveals
a common struggle—recognizing how God's timing and methods may not

align with our limited views of justice and order.

7. In stark contrast to John’s call for repentance, the narrative introduces
Herod Antipas—a character resisting God' s authority while indulging in his
desires. Herod's interactions with both John and Jesus illustrate the dangers
of ignoring the voice of conviction and persisting in rebellion against divine
truth. Despite hisinitial fascination with John’s message, he ultimately
ignored his call to repentance—an opportunity missed amidst the allure of

personal power and pleasure.

8. Herod' s eventual fate serves as a sobering reminder of the cost of
regjecting repentance. His dismissal of John's prophetic voice culminated in
violence, representing how deeply entrenched desires can lead one to silence
their conscience, resulting in lost opportunities for transformation. Through

John's fate at Herod's command, we confront the sobering reality that the
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message of repentance, though challenging, is also a profound gift of grace,
preparing hearts for the coming of Christ.

Ultimately, the narratives of John the Baptist and Herod Antipas provide a
compelling exploration of the dual pathways of repentance and rebellion.
They serve asaclarion call to assess our own livesin light of God's truth,
prompting us to embrace the challenging invitation of John to prepare for
Christ’s coming through humility, confession, and genuine transformation.
The stark contrast between these figures leaves readers with urgent questions
regarding their own commitment to repentance and to the transformative
love offered through Jesus Christ.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embrace the Call to Repentance

Critical Interpretation: Imagine awakening each day with the
realization that true transformation begins with acknowledging our
own shortcomings. John's prophetic message invites you to step out of
complacency and into a space of genuine reflection and honesty. This
call to repentance isn't just about feeling guilty; it's about recognizing
your potential for growth and the powerful change that can emanate
from this awareness. As you confront your moral failures, envision
how this radical shift in perspective could inspire not only a deeper
connection with God but also aripple effect of compassion and
understanding toward others. By embracing this transformative
journey, you can cultivate alife that aligns more closely with divine
purpose, facilitating a renewal not just within yourself but also in your

relationships and communities.
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Chapter 2 Summary: The Family

In the narrative of Chapter 2 from " Saints and Scoundrels in the Story of
Jesus' by Nancy Guthrie, the exploration of family lineage and the
dynamics of Jesus's family reveals profound insights about acceptance,
identity, and grace within the Christian faith. The journey begins with the
author's personal discovery of her family's history and leads to a broader
reflection on the geneal ogies of Jesus documented in the Gospels. Below are
the key principles captured in this chapter:

1. The discovery of heritage can establish unexpected connections to
significant historical figures, paralleling the author's husband's finding of
their ancestral roots, which ultimately relate back to one of Nashville's early
settlers, Henry Guthrie. This personal exploration sets the stage for

understanding how familial ties can influence identity and belonging.

2. The genealogies of Jesus, presented through the Gospels of Matthew and
Luke, reveal more than just afamily tree. Matthew's genealogy serves a dual
purpose: affirming Jesus's legal claim to the throne of David while also
underscoring the inclusiveness of God's promises. Hisinclusion of five
women, notably non-Jewish, reflects God's intention for His blessingsto

extend beyond ethnic and cultural boundaries.

3. Matthew’ s genealogy highlights that God' s family consists of individuals
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with complex pasts and imperfect records. The inclusion of women like
Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and Bathsheba—each marked by scandal or foreign
lineage—demonstrates that God's grace is available to outsiders, sinners, and
those perceived as less than respectable. This sets up the narrative of Jesus

entering a broken world as the embodiment of hope and redemption.

4. The chapter further emphasizes that being part of Jesus's family is not
about biological lineage but about faith and obedience. Jesus Himself
underscores that true familial ties are formed through doing the will of God

rather than through mere blood relations.

5. Joseph and Mary represent key figures who exhibit obedience to God
despite their own uncertainties, paving the way for Jesus's future ministry.
Their willingness to embrace God' s plan highlights the importance of faith
and submission—artrait necessary for all who desire to be part of Jesus's

family.

6. Jesus s siblings initially struggled with belief and understanding regarding
His true identity, demonstrating that even those closest to Him faced doulbt.
However, this story illustrates the potential for transformation and
faith—James and Jude eventually recognized Jesus as their Savior and

leaders in the early church.

7. The generosity of grace in Jesus's lineage and His family's stories offers
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hope for every believer, no matter their past. The chapter encourages readers
to reconsider their own identitiesin light of God's grace—showing that
anyone with a flawed history or who struggles with belief can be welcomed

into His family through faith.

8. Ultimately, Nancy Guthrie asserts that true belonging in God's family
comes through grace and faith in Jesus Christ, emphasizing that no oneis
excluded based on their past or imperfections. The invitation to become part
of this eternal family is open, emphasizing the transformational nature of

grace—an offer to inherit not just earthly connections, but adivine legacy.

In summary, Chapter 2 unfolds the intricate web of Jesus's geneal ogy,
reinforcing the notion that the essence of belonging to God's family
transcends flaws, history, and individual understanding, solidifying the
message of hope that through grace, all are invited to partake in therich

Inheritance of faith.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: No one is excluded based on their past or imperfections.
Critical Interpretation: Imagine standing on the threshold of a great
family reunion, but this one isn't marked by shared DNA—it'sa
gathering of souls who have found acceptance in adivine family. As
you reflect on your own life'sjourney, consider the moments of
struggle and shame that have shaped you. Y ou might feel like an
outsider or burdened by a history that feels disqualifying. Y et, this
chapter beckons you to embrace a transformative truth: God's graceis
a generous gift that welcomes you with open arms, despite your flaws.
Just as Jesus's genealogy includes those with complex pasts, you too
are invited into afamily where love transcends mistakes. L et this
understanding fill you with hope and ignite a flame of faith; in the
arms of this divine family, you belong, and your story is rewritten

through grace.
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Chapter 3: The Rock

Have you ever encountered someone after years and barely recognized them
due to their significant changes? Often, the changes we notice in others are
merely superficial, but what captivates us is witnessing someone undergo
profound personal transformation—from impatience and anger to kindness
and patience. This kind of change raises crucial questions. How does such

transformation occur, and can it endure over time?

At the heart of transformation lies resistance—our comfort with the status
guo and the fear of failure, which makes us hesitant to pursue meaningful
change. Many of us have experienced the noble intention to improve aspects
of our lives, such as our health or interpersonal relationships, only to find
that lasting change often eludes us. Reflecting on our past, we realize that
our core personality traits remain largely unchanged. This persistent

guestion looms: Isit truly possible to change deep-seated traits within us?
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Chapter 4 Summary: The Hypocrites

In the examination of hypocrisy, particularly religious hypocrisy, Nancy
Guthrie delves deep into the idea that no one aspires to be a hypocrite.
Rather, it often unknowingly creepsinto our lives, disguised under
intentions that appear noble. To facilitate self-reflection, Guthrie suggests
several indicators of religious hypocrisy, encouraging readers to evaluate
their own lives against these benchmarks. This examination can take on a
humorous tone, akin to the comedic style of Jeff Foxworthy, as she presents
relatable scenarios that might indicate a disconnect between professed

beliefs and actual actions.

1. Indicators of Hypocrisy: Guthrie presents common expressions and
behaviors — such as saying “I’ll pray for you” without following through or
publicly presenting oneself as more virtuous than one truly is — that
illustrate potential hypocrisy. These scenarios force the reader to confront

uncomfortable truths about their faith practice versus their redlity.

2. Jesus and the Pharisees The narrative transitions into how Jesus
confronted the Pharisees, the prominent religious leaders of Histime, who
were infamous for their hypocrisy. Initially revered as spiritual heroes, they

imposed stringent interpretations of the law, burdening the people while
failing to uphold the very principles they preached. Jesus, in the Sermon on

the Mount, challenges the crowd to possess a righteousness that surpasses
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theirs, leaving them feeling disheartened at the seemingly unreachable
standard.

3. Historical Context of the Pharisees A brief history explains how the
Pharisees emerged as champions of Jewish identity amidst persecution.
However, their zeal led to additional rules that complicated rather than
simplified the path of faith — turning the law into a burden rather than a

guide meant to foster love and genuine worship.

4. The Heart of Hypocrisy: Jesus identifies the Pharisees
motivations—pride, the appearance of authority, and a desire for social
recognition—versus the qualities that truly matter in faith: service, humility,

and inward transformation. He starkly contrasts their external displays of

spirituality with their unrepentant, self-serving hearts.

5. The Seven "Woes' of the Pharisees In Matthew 23, Jesus pronounces
seven “woes’ that outline the spiritual failures of the Pharisees. These
include imposing harsh rules, promoting outward appearances over genuine
inward change, and leading others away from areal relationship with God.
Each “woe” serves as a grave warning against the consequences of

hypocrisy, calling attention to the Pharisees misguided priorities.

6. Hope for Transformation: Despite the damning indictment of

hypocrisy, Guthrie holds out hope for transformation found in Jesus,
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exemplified through the story of Nicodemus, a Pharisee who seeks truth
from Jesus. Jesus emphasizes the need for a spiritual rebirth, highlighting
that true change comes from a miraculous work of God, not from one’s own

efforts to conform to religious standards.

7. The Invitation: Conclusively, Guthrie underscores that genuine
repentance, humility, and authenticity lead to liberation from hypocrisy. By
embracing the grace of Jesus, an individual can transform and find freedom
from the burdens of hypocrisy. The gospel message becomes the antidote to
the hypocrisy that plagues human nature, inviting all to come as they are,
requiring only their need for Him.

In essence, this chapter elucidates the insidious nature of hypocrisy,
particularly in religious contexts, while simultaneously inviting readers
toward authentic faith grounded in grace, humility, and the acknowledgment

of one’ strue spiritual state.

Key Concepts Details

Common expressions showing potential hypocrisy, like saying "I'll

Indicators of pray for you" without action, prompting self-evaluation against these

Hypocrisy

benchmarks.
Jesus and the Jesus confronts Pharisees known for hypocrisy; He challenges them
Pharisees to a higher righteousness, leaving the crowd feeling disheartened.
Historical Pharisees arose as defenders of Jewish identity but created
Context of the additional burdens through excessive rules that complicated faith.
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Key Concepts

Pharisees

The Heart of
Hypocrisy

The Seven
"Woes" of the
Pharisees

Hope for
Transformation

The Invitation

More Free Book

Details

Jesus reveals Pharisees’ motivations like pride and a desire for
recognition, contrasting these with true faith qualities like humility and
service.

Jesus highlights the Pharisees' failures in Matthew 23, emphasizing
the dangers of outward appearances and misguiding others
spiritually.

The story of Nicodemus illustrates the need for spiritual rebirth; true
transformation comes from God, not self-effort.

Genuine repentance and humility lead to freedom from hypocrisy;
embracing Jesus' grace invites transformation and authenticity in
faith.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Invitation to Authenticity and Transformation

Critical Interpretation: Asyou navigate through life, consider the
profound invitation to authenticity that emerges from the depths of
your soul—acall to lay bare your true self before God, burdened by
hypocrisy no more. Just like the Pharisees, you may find it all too easy
to adopt the trappings of faith while neglecting the transformative
grace that truly matters. Each time you catch yourself uttering a
hollow promise or projecting afacade of piety, take a moment to
reflect on Jesus' radical call for a genuine heart. Embrace the idea that
you are not alone in your struggle; instead, allow this realization to
inspire courageous humility and a yearning for true change. Asyou
open your heart to God'’ s grace, remember that it is through
acknowledging your imperfections that you can step into alife marked
by sincerity, service, and love. Let thisjourney liberate you from the
chains of pretense, inviting you into an authentic relationship that not

only changes you but radiates hope to those around you.
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Chapter 5 Summary: The Crook

In this chapter, Nancy Guthrie explores the profound themes of lostness and
redemption through the story of Zacchaeus, a chief tax collector in Jericho,

and the purpose of Jesus’ ministry as articulated in the Gospel of Luke.

1. The Significance of Being "Lost": Guthrie reflects on her early
experiences with the concept of spiritual "lostness,”" questioning whether
individuals truly comprehend their own state of being lost or how they have
been found. Recognizing our lostness is fundamental to understanding Jesus

mission and our need for salvation.

2. Jesus Mission: The Gospel of Luke presents Jesus' dual mission
statements, emphasizing that He came "to call sinnersto repentance” and "to
seek and save thelost." Thisrevealsthat Jesus ministry is directed towards
those marginalized and considered unrighteous, highlighting His grace that

transcends societal boundaries.

3. Defining Lostness. Lostness is depicted not merely as physical
disorientation but as a state of spiritual aimlessness and disconnection from
God. Guthrie details the emptiness that comes from alife centered on
material pursuits, illustrating the vulnerability of being estranged from the
only source of hope and stability.
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4. The Parables of Lost Things: The narrative transitions into a discussion of
parablesin Luke, which illustrate ostness through stories of alost sheep,
coin, and son, culminating in the character of Zacchaeus. Each character
embodies a specific aspect of spiritual estrangement, leading to Zacchaeus

himself, who isrich yet ultimately lost in his corruption and isolation.

5. The Journey of Zacchaeus. Zacchaeus s story begins with his curiosity
about Jesus as He enters Jericho. Despite his wealth, Zacchaeus feels the
void inside, driving him to seek out Jesus. His act of climbing a sycamore
tree reflects a childlike yearning to see the truth, a poignant contrast to his

otherwise powerful and corrupt identity.

6. Jesus Seeks Zacchaeus. In a remarkable moment, Jesus stops to
acknowledge Zacchaeus, calling him by name and inviting himself to
Zacchaeus' s home. This dramatic interaction signifies Jesus persona
approach to salvation, demonstrating that the initiative to seek goes beyond

human effort to divine grace.

7. The Transformation: Upon welcoming Jesus into his home, Zacchaeus
responds joyfully, unveiling a heart that is beginning to radically change.
The joy he feels signifies a shift from alife based on greed to one embracing
grace, as he decides to give half of what he possesses to the poor and repay
fourfold those he has defrauded.
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8. Genuine Repentance: Zacchaeus s commitments illustrate the essence of
true repentance, characterized by a desire to correct wrongs and conform to
the teachings of Christ. Hisrestored life emphasizes that salvation is not
merely atransactional experience but atransformation of identity and

puUrpose.

9. The Arrival of Salvation: Jesus celebrates Zacchaeus' s conversion,
proclaiming that salvation has come to his house. This marks a significant
miracle where what was thought impossible—salvation for arich and

corrupt man—becomes areality through divine intervention.

10. The Cost of Discipleship: While Zacchaeus may have sacrificed his
wealth, what he gainsin return—arelationship with Jesus and spiritual
richness—is immeasurable. The chapter reflects on the cost of following
Christ, emphasizing that true fulfillment comes through surrendering the

idols of the heart.

Guthrie ultimately calls readers to reflect on their own journeys of faith,
urging them to recognize invitations from Jesus to step out of spiritual
hiding and embrace atransformative relationship with Him. Through the
story of Zacchaeus, the reader is encouraged to respond to the call of grace,
which compels each person to inherit a new identity as members of God's

family.
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Chapter 6: The Opportunist

In this chapter, we are presented with a poignant contrast between two
figures from the life of Jesus: Judas Iscariot and Mary, sister of Martha and
Lazarus. Their stories are not merely historical accounts; they encapsulate
deep themes of value, devotion, and the stark realities of wasted

opportunities.

One of the major frustrationsin life is the experience of wasted time or
resources, which can be incredibly disheartening, whether it be overcooked
meals, ruined clothing, or squandered opportunities. However, the greatest
tragedy lies not in trivial losses but in the notion of awasted life. Asthe
chapter unfolds, we examine how Judas, despite his proximity to Jesus and
the opportunities afforded to him, ultimately wasted his years following the
Messiah and died atragic death. In contrast, Mary, often viewed as
extravagant in her worship, demonstrated a profound understanding of

Jesus's true worth.
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Chapter 7 Summary: The Priest

In this chapter, Nancy Guthrie provides a profound exploration of the
confrontation between Caiaphas, the Jewish high priest, and Jesus, the
ultimate High Priest. This meeting not only represents a clash of spiritual
authority but aso highlights the shift from the old covenant priesthood to the
new covenant established by Christ.

1. The Role of the High Priest: The narrative begins by underscoring the
significance of the high priest in ancient Israel, who served as the mediator
between a holy God and an unholy people. Initiated by God's instructions to
Moses, this priesthood was vital for dealing with sin and obtaining mercy
through sacrifices. The high priest would enter the Most Holy Place once a
year during Y om Kipur, sprinkling the blood of a sacrificial animal on the

mercy seat—symbolizing God's forgiveness for the peopl€’ s transgressions.

2. The Inadequacy of the Aaronic Priesthood: The chapter illustrates

that although the high priesthood had a divine purpose, it was marred by
human failure. From Aaron's deviation in the golden calf incident to the
corruption of later priests, the systematic failure of the Aaronic priesthood
set the stage for the necessity of anew high priest—one who would not only

mediate mercy but embody it.

3. Caiaphas and Palitical Corruption: As history progressed, the high
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priest role became entwined with political power, particularly evident in the
figures of Caiaphas and Anas. Their selection by Roman authorities reflected
a corrupted priesthood focused on maintaining control rather than fulfilling
their sacred duty. This corruption culminated in Caiaphas' conspiracy to

eliminate Jesus, whom he viewed as a threat to their authority.

4. The Prophetic Irony of Caiaphas Words Caiaphas's declaration
about Jesus needing to die for the nation was steeped in political
pragmatism. However, unbeknownst to him, it was also deeply prophetic.
While he intended it as a means of maintaining power, it foreshadowed the
sacrificial death of Jesus, who was destined to die not just for Israel but for
al humanity. John’s Gospel emphasi zes this dual significance, revealing
Caiaphas’ statement as God'’ s sovereign plan being articulated through

corrupt intentions.

5. The Shadow and Substance The chapter vividly portrays the moment
Jesus stood before Caiaphas—shadow confronting substance. Jesus did not
conform to Caiaphas's expectations of a military liberator but presented
himself as the divine judge and king. His silence in the face of injustice
highlights His understanding of His mission, while Caiaphas, insisting on a
traditional definition of the Messiah, failed to recognize the significance of

what stood before him.

6. Jesus asthe Ultimate High Priest: The chapter culminatesin Jesus
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identity as the Great High Priest, fulfilling the sacrificial system that had
once been necessary. The tearing of the temple veil at Jesus' death
symbolized the end of the old covenant's limitations and opened a new way
for believers to access God. Jesus sacrificial death not only fulfilled the Day
of Atonement but also established an everlasting relationship between God

and humanity.

7. Application of the New Covenant: Ultimately, Guthrie encourages
readers to see themselves in relation to this story. She emphasizes the
overwhelming need for mercy that exists within every individual. Those who
recognize their spiritual poverty and need for forgiveness are invited to
approach Jesus, the Great High Priest, with confidence to receive the mercy

and grace that He offers.

Asthe chapter drawsto a close, readers are beckoned to reflect on their own
positions. whether they view themselves as in need of mercy and whether
they believe that such mercy is attainable. The stark contrast between
Caiaphas, who saw no need for mercy, and the offer of grace through Jesus
invites a personal response to Trust in the Good Shepherd, who aimsto

gather al of His scattered flock into one.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Recognizing Our Need for Mercy

Critical Interpretation: In the narrative of Caiaphas and Jesus, you are
invited to confront a profound truth about your own spiritual
journey—your need for mercy. Just as Caigphas clung to his power
and prestige, you may find yourself caught in the grips of pride or
self-sufficiency, believing you have everything under control. This
chapter challenges you to instead embrace your insufficiencies and
acknowledge your need for grace. By approaching Jesus, the ultimate
High Priest, with an open heart, you can experience the transformative
power of His mercy. Imagine the weight of your burdens lifted as you
receive His unconditional love, reminding you that it's not through
your achievements or righteousness that you find favor, but through
your surrender to His grace. In recognizing your spiritual poverty, you
allow yourself to be gathered into the safety of His flock, experiencing
the life-changing relationship that He offers.
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Chapter 8 Summary: The Criminals

In discussing the profound human experience of acknowledging fault, the
author reflects on the dichotomy between the satisfaction derived from
being validated ("Y ou were right") and the discomfort of admitting one's
wrongdoing ("1 waswrong"). This admission not only diminishes one's
sense of self but also imposes a burden of responsibility to rectify the

situation, often at a personal cost that one would prefer to avoid.

1. Culpability and Denial: Humans possess a remarkable ability to deny
their own culpability. Thistendency is reinforced by societal narratives that
portray guilt as a harmful emotion, leading many to evade the need for
accountability. The author emphasi zes that this avoidance can create a gulf

between personal responsibility and the reality of one's actions.

2. Cultural Reflection and Accountability: The emergence of the
#MeToo movement catalyzed awave of reflection, prompting many,
especially men, to reconsider their past behaviors. The hashtag #ltWasMe
served as a platform for men who recognized their own involvement in
perpetuating rape culture. This shift illustrates a growing willingness to

confront uncomfortabl e truths about oneself.

3. Self-Examination: The narrative of men like Kyle Misner reveals the

difficulty of self-examination. Misner’s accounts of his past behaviors serve
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as powerful examples of how one can retrospectively acknowledge actions
that contributed to harmful dynamics. His admissions range from
Inappropriate gestures to tacit complicity in toxic attitudes, underscoring the

need for personal accountability.

4. The Impact of Reflection: This introspective process does not merely
cause discomfort; it can also lead to a transformative understanding of
responsibility. By facing these truths, individuals may initiate meaningful
conversations about consent and accountability, contributing to broader

societal change.

Ultimately, the author's exploration serves as a poignant reminder that
recognizing and admitting one's faults can be a catalyst for both personal
growth and communal healing. Embracing the challenging task of
self-reflection can lead to a more genuine engagement with one' s own role
In perpetuating societal issues, fostering a journey toward reconciliation and

responsible behavior.

Section Description

Humans often deny their own culpability influenced by societal

Culpability and narratives that portray guilt negatively, creating a gap between

Denial personal responsibility and reality.

Cultural The #MeToo movement prompted a reassessment of behaviors,
Reflection and particularly among men, leading to a recognition of their roles in
Accountability perpetuating harmful cultures via platforms like #ltWasMe.
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Section

Self-Examination

The Impact of
Reflection

Conclusion

More Free Book

Description

The story of Kyle Misner illustrates the challenges of admitting past
behaviors contributing to toxic dynamics, emphasizing the
importance of personal accountability.

Engaging in self-reflection can lead to meaningful discussions about
consent and accountability, aiding societal change.

Recognizing and admitting faults can foster personal growth and
communal healing, promoting responsible behaviors and
reconciliation.
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Chapter 9: TheDisciple

If tasked to portray the trgjectory of our lives visually, many of uswould
likely depict adiverse set of arcs reflecting our journeys through waiting,
achievement, disappointment, or conflict. For some, thisline might glide
steadily upward, only to descend sharply during moments of adversity.
Others may trace a more tumultuous path riddled with challenges, while
those grappling with darkness might draw aflat line of despair. The
experiences we chart are often defined by pivotal incidents—a significant

event that alters our trgjectory completely.

Consider Joseph, the favored son of Jacob, whose life began with promise
marked by his father's gift of a multicolored coat. Joseph naturally
anticipated a future of success, but atreacherous turn of events saw him cast
into a pit by hisjealous brothers and sold into slavery, leading him further
down into the depths of despair with his subsequent imprisonment.

However, hislife took an astounding upturn when he was summoned to the
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Chapter 10 Summary: The Worst

The idea of who might be the last person to convert to Christianity isa
thought-provoking question that extends beyond infamous figures in the
news to those closer to us, such as family members or even ourselves. We
are often quick to judge others' distance from faith based on their past
actions or beliefs, asillustrated with examples like Abubakar Shekau of
Boko Haram, Kim Jong-un, and well-known atheists like Woody Allen and
Sam Harris. However, the most daunting challenge may lie within our own

hearts, where shame or past mistakes create barriersto faith.

1. The Case of Saul of Tarsus Early Christians likely viewed Saul of
Tarsus as an unfathomable candidate for conversion due to his vehement
persecution of believers. As a zealous Pharisee, Saul was deeply ingrained in
Jewish law and tradition, even to the point of being guilty of murder in the
name of his belief system. His identity was wrapped in his status as a devout
Jew, and his blatant opposition to Jesus set him apart as an unlikely convert.

2. The Transformation of Saul: Saul’ s dramatic conversion occurred on
the road to Damascus when he encountered a blinding light representing the
glory of Jesus. Thisrevelation was a supernatural moment that shattered
Saul's perceptions and beliefs. It is significant to recognize that, despite his
extensive religious training, Saul remained blind to the truth until this divine

encounter. Thisillustrates that information alone doesn't convert; aradica
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encounter with Christ is necessary.

3. God’s Sovereignty and Timing: Saul’s story highlights that God was
working through every phase of hislife—even in a context of sin—to
prepare him for an ultimate purpose. This reflects the broader truth that those
we believe are farthest from Christ are still within God’ s reach. Conversion
IS seen not just as a matter of intellect but as adivine act orchestrated in

God's timing.

4. The Overturning of Values Upon his conversion, Saul reevaluated
everything he once deemed valuable. His heritage, religious observance,
and personal accomplishments paled in comparison to knowing Jesus. This
radical reordering of priorities—counting past ‘gains aslosses for
Christ—demonstrates that true faith involves recognizing the ultimate worth

of Jesus over worldly identity and achievements.

5. The Necessity of Humility: Saul’ s transformation required profound
humility. Accepting that he had been wrong about Jesus of Nazareth and

facing his violent past was pivota for his new life. This humility isvital for

anyone seeking forgiveness and must be supernaturally imparted to those

who resist or oppose Christ.

6. The Reception of Grace Saul’s encounter with Jesus led him to see

himself as asinner in dire need of grace. Recognizing our own flaws and
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sinsisessential to receiving Jesus's mercy. Saul’ s acknowledgment of his
previous life as a persecutor not only exemplifies the extent of grace
available but aso serves as a beacon of hope to all who feel far removed

from God due to their past actions.

In summary, the transformation of Saul from an implacable enemy of the
faith to one of its most ardent advocates serves as a powerful reminder that
no one is beyond the reach of God’s grace. The narrative illustrates a
pathway of revelation, reevaluation, humility, and acceptance that is
available to anyone, regardless of their past. This message extends both to
ourselves and to those we deem irredeemable, reaffirming the idea that the

grace of God can indeed exceed our deepest sin.
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Best Quotes from Saints And Scoundrelsin The Story Of
Jesus by Nancy Guthrie with Page Numbers

Chapter 1| Quotesfrom pages 11-32

1. Someone once said that Jesus began the most revolutionary movement in human
history. A movement grounded in the unconditional love of God for the world, and a
movement mandating people to live that love, and in so doing to change not only their
lives but the very life of the world itself.

2. We must discover love—the redemptive power of love. And when we do that, we
will make of this old world, anew world.

3. Real repentance always requires getting painfully specific regarding sins that we
mourn over and turn away from.

4. Repentance is not modifying afew convictions here and there, but realizing that your
whole interpretation of reality—God, yourself, your relation to God and the world—is
misguided.

5. There is something broader to it. Repentance is not just atweak. It’s not a slight
adjustment on the compass. It isafull turn that provesitself to be genuine by the fruit
that isbornein a person’slife.

6. Are you vulnerable? Is there fruit of genuine repentance in your life?

7. The fruit of repentance from self-centeredness in the form of being more concerned
about the needs and hurts of others than about your own needs and hurts?

8. He loved what was right and hated what was evil.

9. John’s call isreally the Spirit of God's call to respond to the reality of the coming of

More Free Book k‘\


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb

Jesus by clearing the way for him in your own heart and life through repentance.
10. You don’'t haveto livein fear of the axe at the root of the tree of your life

or the fire that would burn away the chaff of your life.

Chapter 2 | Quotes from pages 33-47

1. If you want to be part of the people of God, the family of God, it has never been
about blood, but about belief.

2. No one getsinto God’ s family by being born into it. Y ou must be reborn into it. And
no one gets into God’ s family through good behavior. The only way any of us become a
part of thisfamily is by grace through faith.

3. The family of Jesus is made up of people who come from |less-than-respectable
backgrounds and have less-than-perfect records.

4. If your story includes sexual scandal, deceit, or doubt, you' re going to fit right into
thisfamily.

5. The family of Jesusis made up of people whose belief is better-late-than-never.

6. Jesus s family included outsiders, outlaws, scoundrels, and sinners, reminding us that
grace isavailable for everyone.

7. The only way any of us become a part of thisfamily is by grace through faith.

8. Don't think you have to have everything about Jesus figured out before you put your
trust in him.

9. Perhaps you think it would just be too embarrassing to admit...that you’ ve been
outside the family of genuine faith when perhaps everyone who knows you assumes
otherwise. It’s not too late.

10. Jesus wants to welcome you into his family. He wants to share with you all that he
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stands to inherit.

Chapter 3| Quotes from pages 48-63

1. That’sthe kind of change we'rereally interested in.

2. Real change does not begin with our initiative, our sense of a need to improve
ourselves, or our decision to work our way through programs of personal
transformation.

3. The only people who ever come to discover and truly experience God in his fullness
are those to whom he chooses to reveal himself.

4. Redl, lasting change that transforms us into the people God has created us to be
begins with God taking the initiative in our lives.

5. Peter’s ‘rock-ness’ would be derived from his connection to the Rock.

6. With the cross and resurrection, everything changed for Peter.

7. 1f my lifeis going to be transformed from what | am by nature to what I’m called to
be by grace, Jesus alone can doit.

8. Real change—the kind that turns a Simon into a Peter or a scoundrel into a saint—is
not apprehended through good intentions, personal grit, rigorous accountability, or a
decision of the will.

9. You can expect that there will be some friction as he goes to work.

10. If you arein Christ, if you are partaking of the ordinary means by which his grace
and power are delivered to us, you can be confident that the Holy Spirit is using those

means to create organic change in your character.
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Chapter 4 | Quotes from pages 64-83

1. "When | grow up, | want to be. . . ahypocrite” said no one ever.

2. "Hypocrisy isthe antithesis of sincerity and the opposite of integrity."

3. "We want to be people who are authentic, people of integrity, people whose lives are
consistent with what we say we believe."

4. "1f your lips have uttered the words, 'Y our kingdom come, your will be done," while
having no intention of submitting to God in a particular area of your life, you might be
areligious hypocrite."

5. "The greatest among you shall be your servant. Whoever exalts himself will be
humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted."

6. "The remedy for hypocrisy is servanthood and humility."

7. "Sinloses its power when we name it, and hypocrisy loses its foothold in our hearts
when we become more interested in being holy than in being impressive.”

8. "If you can see that a bridge is out on a mountain pass that someone elseis barreling
toward, and you don’'t warn him, that is cruel."

9. "What doesn’t come up on my radar? Do | love what God loves and hate what he
hates?'

10. "There is hope for hypocrites. It is found in the gospel—the gospel of Christ’s
perfectly righteous life, his atoning death, his glorious resurrection, and his
al-sufficient, forgiving, delivering grace that flows into our lives as we become joined

to him by faith that changes us from the inside out.”

Chapter 5| Quotes from pages 84-96
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1. "Until we have a sense of what it means to be lost, I’'m not sure we can come to an
real sense of who Jesusis and why he came into this world or why we need him."

2. "Jesus came to call sinners to repentance, to seek and save the lost."

3."To belost isto wander through life aimless, disconnected, and confused,

aways hoping that the next purchase, the next experience, or the next

milestone will fill the void."

4. " Zacchaeus had been seen, and he was being sought after. And isn’t that

what we all long for?"

5. "Take agood look at me, Lord. | want you to see how having you in my

lifeis no small thing to me. It's changing me. It's changing everything about

my life."

6. "Grace allows you to be transparent. Y ou can admit your sin because you

know you' re savingly connected to the one who forgives sin."

7. "Zacchaeus was not just saying, 'Sorry if | hurt you.' He was saying, 'l

know that | hurt you, and I' m taking responsibility to make it right.™

8. "If you're hiding from Jesus, you must know that Jesus is standing at the

foot of whatever tree you're hiding in. He' s saying, 'Come down. Today is

the day. I’'m here. | came for you.™

9. "He wanted to be holy as God is holy. He knew he simply couldn’t keep
holding on to his sin and take hold of Jesus as Savior at the sametime."

10. "Having Jesus as his Lord and Savior meant there was arichness to

Zacchaeus s life that far surpassed the money he once had in his accounts."

Chapter 6 | Quotesfrom pages 97-113
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1. "Asfrustrating as wasted time or effort can be, afar greater tragedy is a wasted life
2. "Thereisaway to spend the capital of our lives that may appear wasteful
to the world around us, but proves to be a beautiful way to live."

3. "Y ou cannot serve God and money."

4. "Love for Jesus expressed in costly devotion is never wasted."

5. "We can never give him too much of ourselves, too much of our time, too
much of our attention, too much of our affection. Jesusis worthy!"

6. "The shedding of his blood proved to be infinitely valuable, exceedingly
meaningful, and completely effectual.”

7."Don’t be like Judas and the priests who sought to separate themselves
from this blood. Come under this shed blood, value this shed blood, and
accept the atoning benefit of this shed blood."

8. "Mary’s extravagant expression was a demonstration of how much Jesus
was worth to her."

9. "Our most costly sacrifice could never surpass his great worth."

10. "Judas had become a follower of Jesus with the hope that it would be to

his advantage, but now the tide seemed to be turning."
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Chapter 7| Quotes from pages 114-129

1. "The high priest entered the Most Holy Place to seek mercy for himself and for
God’ s people.”

2. "What happened in that room was of supreme importance... It was all about one
thing: mercy."

3."If Aaron or his sons had been asked, 'What do you do? their answer could have
been, 'I’m in the mercy business."

4. "Death for the substitute; mercy for me."

5. "The death of this one man, Jesus, would not, in fact, keep the religious leaders and
the temple in Jerusalem from perishing."

6. "The death of Jesus was the fulfillment of the Day of Atonement."

7. "Because the sins of all those who put their trust in Christ are fully dealt with in the
death of Jesus, forgiven sinners are now welcomed into the presence of God in union
with Christ."

8. "Someday you are going to stand before the Judge of al the earth... All who cry out
to him find mercy today and will still be experiencing his mercy on that great day and
into eternity."

9. "Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive
mercy and find grace to help in time of need."

10. "Jesus, the Great High Priest, came to deliver, bound in chains. The righteous judge

was condemned by a corrupt court.”

Chapter 8| Quotes from pages 129-142
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1. Can | tell you the three words | love to hear more than any others? | love it when
someone says to me, 'Y ou were right.’

2. Threewords | find very, very hard to spit out are: 'l waswrong.'

3. As humans, we have an amazing ability to deny our very real culpability,
don’t we?

4. We're always being told that we shouldn’t feel guilty, that guilt—whether
or not it iswarranted—is a useless, harmful emotion that snould be
jettisoned.

5. It got him thinking about his own past and whether he was someone else’s
#MeToo.

6. It was a hard thing to admit to myself to realize | had assaulted someone.
7. That period of self-examination led to him to later tweet: #itwasme.

8. | would stare and zone out at girls, certainly creeping them out.

9. | remained silent when a classmate mentioned fantasizing about rape.

10. | would laugh with others and/or joke about such things as'if there's

grass on thefield, play ball' or 'any port in astorm.’

Chapter 9 | Quotes from pages 143-160

1. "Perhaps Jesus focused in on the lives of Joseph and Job as he talked with histwo
followers and pointed out the ways in which they provided living previews of hisown
life."

2. "But we would say, 'No, Matt, you don’t understand. That was always just a model
of something far greater that we intended to give you.™

3. "Confidencein the glory of the future enables usto endure the suffering of the
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present.”

4. "When the Christ came, hislife would take exactly this trgectory—the
trajectory of suffering before glory."

5."1f you arein Christ, the day is coming when the trgjectory of your lifeis
going to take a dramatic turn, a dramatic turn upward."

6. "The glory of future in the presence of Christ enabled Stephen to endure
the suffering in his present as he faced a cruel mob throwing stones."
7."The glory of God is not bound up in acube at the center of aroomin a
templein Jerusalem.”

8. "The day that some people may think isthe worst day of your life will not
prove to be so. Instead, it will be the very best day of your life."

9. "You can begin now to anticipate the day when you will enter into the
fullness of hisglory to enjoy him forever."

10. "O for athousand tongues to sing My great Redeemer’s praise, The

glories of my God and King, The triumphs of His grace."
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Chapter 10 | Quotesfrom pages 161-174

1. "If you think that someone in your world istoo far away from Christ to ever take
hold of him, or if you think that your own record of wrong istoo great to be forgiven by
him, then the story we're looking at... is especialy for you."

2. "Saul of Tarsus was perhaps the most notorious opponent of Jesus and his cause. A
callous, self-righteous, bigoted murderer, Saul’ s hands were covered in the blood of
Christians."

3. "The one who had been breathing threats against them became the brother beside
them. The blasphemer had become a baptized believer."

4. " Something supernatural happened to Saul on that road...His conversion was not the
climax of along process of God convicting him of sin... Jesus supernaturally revealed
himself to Saul..."

5. "Imagine the humility required for Saul to admit that he had been so very wrong
about Jesus—publicly, devastatingly wrong."

6. "No one comesto thisradical shift without having their eyes supernaturally opened
to the supreme worth of Jesus."

7. "The number of people who, like Saul, have become a near miracle in the story of
grace should fill us with unshakeable hope."

8. "When we look at Saul, we can’'t help but recognize that there is no sinner, no
scoundrel, no blasphemer, no murderer, no person who is beyond the reach of the grace
and mercy made available in Jesus Christ."

9. "A saint is someone who has been humbled by the reality of her sinful impulses...

but instead of being constantly crushed by thisreality, she finds herself constantly
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grateful for afar greater reality—the reality of the grace and mercy extended to her it
the person and work of Jesus Christ."
10. "Marvelous grace of our loving Lord, Grace that exceeds our sin and our

guilt! Grace that is greater than all our sin!"



Saints And ScoundrelsIn The Story Of Jesus Discussion
Questions

Chapter 1| TheVoice| Q& A

What message did Rev. Michael Curry convey during the royal wedding, and how
doesit relateto thetheme of lovein Jesus'sministry?

Rev. Michael Curry spoke passionately about the transformative power of love during
the roya wedding of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle, emphasizing that loveis
essential for changing the world. He suggested that Jesus initiated a revolutionary
movement focused on the unconditional love of God for humanity, urging people to
embody thislovein their livesto effect change in both personal and societal contexts.
This message resonates with the overarching theme of love found throughout Jesus's
ministry, which advocated for compassion, caring for one another, and living beyond

onesdlf.

How does Nancy Guthrie portray John the Baptist's message compared to Rev.
Curry's message about love?

Nancy Guthrie contrasts Rev. Michael Curry’s positive and uplifting message about
love with John the Baptist’ s more challenging call for repentance. While Curry's
sermon encouraged celebration of love, John the Baptist's message was about
confronting sin and calling people to radical life changesin preparation for the coming

Kingdom of Heaven. Guthrie notes that John's message was one of urgency and
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judgment, warning his audience of impending consequences for their spiritual

complacency, highlighting the necessity of a deep, personal reckoning with their sins

What role does repentance play in John the Baptist’s ministry according
to Chapter 1, and how wasthisreceived by hisaudience?

Repentance plays a central role in John the Baptist’s ministry, as he calls
people to turn away from their sin and towards God. His message, " Repent,
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand,” emphasizes the need for aradica
reorientation of life and prioritiesin preparation for the arrival of Jesus. His
call for repentance was not well received by all; while many were moved to
confess their sins and be baptized, some, particularly the religious elite like
the Pharisees and Sadducees, resisted his message, seeing it as athreat to

their perceived righteousness and status.

What are some attributes of John the Baptist highlighted in the chapter,
and how do they contrast with those of thereligious leader s of histime?
John the Baptist is portrayed as a passionate and prophetic figure,
embodying humility and a commitment to proclaiming God's truth, even at
great personal cost. He is devoted to calling out the sins of others, urging a
genuine response of repentance. In contrast, the religious leaders of histime,
such as the Pharisees and Sadducees, are depicted as hypocritical and
self-righteous, clinging to their identity and privileges without a genuine

repentance. John's boldness in challenging their status quo highlights the
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importance of sincerity in faith, setting the stage for the transformative

nature of Jesus's message.

What misunder standing did John the Baptist have regarding Jesus, and
how was this addressed by Jesuslater?

John the Baptist struggled with a misunderstanding of Jesus's role and
mission, particularly expecting Jesus to bring immediate judgment and
establish God's Kingdom in a conventional sense. While John preached
about the coming wrath, he later found himself imprisoned, questioning
whether Jesus was indeed the Messiah. Jesus addressed this
misunderstanding by sending word back to John, highlighting the works He
was performing—healing the sick, raising the dead, and preaching good
news—which emphasized that His inaugural mission was one of mercy
rather than immediate judgment. This pointed to the two-part nature of the
Messiah's role, where His first coming was to save and serve before

returning in judgment.

Chapter 2| The Family | Q& A

What genealogical significance does M atthew emphasize in Jesus's lineage?
Matthew highlights the importance of Jesus's genealogical history by explicitly
connecting him to significant figures such as Abraham and David. He structures the

genealogy in three groups of fourteen generations, demonstrating Jesus's legal descent
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from Abraham—a figure regarded as the patriarch of many nations—and David, the
revered king. Thislineage serves to validate Jesus's identity as the prophesied Messic
reinforcing God's promises to Israel regarding the coming kingdom. Matthew’s
genealogy aims to convince a Jewish audience of Jesus' srightful place as their

long-awaited king, especially given the context of their historical struggles.

What unconventional aspects do the women included in Matthew's
genealogy reveal?

Theinclusion of five women in Matthew's genealogy is striking, as Jewish
genealogiestypically do not list women. The four women—Tamar, Rahab,
Ruth, and Bathsheba—highlight themes of scandal and redemption. Notably,
these women come from non-Israglite backgrounds, suggesting that God's
promises and blessings extend beyond ethnic boundaries. Each woman's
story involves elements of sexual scandal or complex circumstances:
Tamar's involvement with her father-in-law, Rahab's life as a prostitute,
Ruth's foreign status and widowhood, and Bathsheba's affair with King
David. By including them, Matthew emphasizes that Jesus's family
comprises individuals with imperfect backgrounds, indicating God’ s desire

to embrace a diverse humanity.

What character traits does Joseph exhibit in hisresponseto Mary’s
pregnancy?

Joseph is depicted as a just man who prioritizes righteousness and justice
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according to the law. However, he aso shows considerable compassion and
kindness, opting for a quiet divorce to protect Mary from public disgrace.
Hiswillingness to listen to the angel's message reflects obedience and faith
in divine revelation. When instructed by the angel in a dream that Mary
conceived through the Holy Spirit, Joseph complies immediately, taking
Mary as his wife and naming their son Jesus. His actions exemplify the
balance of care and adherence to God' s word, marking him as afitting
earthly father for Jesus.

How did Mary's understanding of her role evolve, and what does her
responseto the angel symbolize?

Mary’s understanding of her role evolves dramatically from receiving
shocking news to embracing it with humility and faith. Initially surprised,
she questions the angel about how she could conceive while being avirgin.
However, upon receiving the angel's explanation, she responds with a
powerful statement of submission: "I am the servant of the Lord; let it beto
me according to your word." This response not only indicates her
willingness to accept a potentially scandalous fate but also emphasizes her
faith in God's plan, underscoring themes of obedience and joy in the face of

uncertainty.

What theme regarding the family of Jesusisexplored through the

behavior of hissiblings?
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The evolution of belief among Jesus' s siblingsis a prominent theme,
showcasing their initial skepticism followed by eventual acceptance. Despite
growing up with Jesus and witnessing his life, they struggled to believe in
his divine authority and mission. The Gospel accountsillustrate their desire
for notoriety and their reluctance to acknowledge him during his ministry.
However, after his resurrection, James and Jude transform from skepticism
to advocacy, becoming leadersin the early church. This narrative reveals
that faith can develop over time, illustrating that even those closest to Jesus
may take time to recognize his true identity, emphasizing the accessibility of
God' s graceto all, regardless of their past.”}]} stjorn 25/09/2023 14:47:31
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Chapter 3| TheRock | Q& A

What isthe main theme of Chapter 3in 'Saintsand Scoundrelsin the Story of
Jesus ?

The main theme of Chapter 3 focuses on the concept of true, internal transformation as
exemplified by Simon Peter's journey from impulsive fisherman to a foundational
leader in the early church. The chapter discusses how significant change is possible
through adivine process initiated by Jesus and sustained by the Holy Spirit. It
underscores that such change is not just external or superficial but penetrates deep into

one's character and identity.

What role does divinerevelation play in the process of transfor mation according
to the chapter?
Divinerevelation is highlighted as crucial for genuine transformation. The chapter

illustrates that lasting change comes not through human effort or insight alone but
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through a supernatural understanding of who Jesusis, granted by God the Father. Thi
revelation enables individuals to comprehend their need for change and the power
available to them through Christ, as seen in Simon Peter's recognition of Jesus asthe

Messiah and the subsequent personal transformation that follows.

How doesthe chapter illustrate Simon Peter's transfor mation from
‘Simon' to 'Peter'?

Simon Peter's transformation is illustrated through specific momentsin the
Gospel narratives where his character and understanding evolve. Initialy
depicted as impulsive and fearful, Peter is later seen as a bold preacher after
Pentecost. Jesus renaming of Simon to Peter (meaning 'rock’) foreshadows
this change, indicating that while Peter would face struggles and failures, his
identity in Christ would solidify hisrole as aleader. The text emphasizes
that this transformation is ajourney facilitated by grace, marked by trials and
the application of the Gospel's power in hislife.

What doesthe chapter say about therelationship between suffering and
transformation?

The chapter posits that suffering plays a critical role in the process of
transformation. It highlights the idea that genuine change is often tested
through various life trials and challenges. For Peter, moments of fear and
failureillustrated a struggle that would culminate in a steadfast faith
bolstered by the Holy Spirit. The chapter encourages the notion that
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enduring hardship can lead to growth, reinforcing the reality that through
struggles, individuals can develop a deeper reliance on God’ s power and

grace.

What assurance doesthe chapter provideto readersregarding personal
change and the Holy Spirit'srole?

The chapter reassures readers that personal transformation is not solely
dependent on their willpower or efforts but isawork of the Holy Spirit. It
emphasizes that as believers engage with the teachings of Jesus, partake in
community, and rely on God’ s strength, the Holy Spirit will actively work
within them to effect change. This spiritual dynamic is portrayed as one that
leads to increasingly Christ-like character traits, resulting in afaith that

glorifies God and aligns with the believer's divine purpose.
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Chapter 4| The Hypocrites| Q& A

What does Nancy Guthrie suggest about the nature of hypocrisy in relation to
integrity?

Guthrie states that nobody aspires to be a hypocrite. Hypocrisy stands in stark contrast
to sincerity and integrity. She raises the question of how individuals become religious
hypocrites, suggesting that often, they may not even realize it. This leads to the
implication that hypocrisy can be an uncomfortable reality that individuals hide from
themselves, making self-examination crucial in identifying any hypocritical tendencies

inthar lives.

What are some examples of behaviorsthat may indicate religious hypocrisy,
according to Guthrie?

Guthrie provides several humorous yet poignant examples of behaviors that might
signify religious hypocrisy. Some of these include: saying 'l’ [l pray for you' without
actually praying, claiming to forgive while continuing to gossip about wrongs,
engaging in prayer while mentally distracted, expressing willingness for God’ s will yet
resisting it in practice, and taking great care to appear virtuous on social media. Each

example prompts readers to consider if their actions align with their stated beliefs.

How does Guthrie describe the Pharisees and their role during Jesus time?

Guthrie presents the Pharisees as initially revered figures within Judaism—heroic
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|leaders who resisted external pressures to abandon Jewish laws and identity during
historical trials. However, over time, they grew into a hyper-legalistic group, imposir
strict interpretations of the law that transformed God's commands into burdensome
rules. They became known for their outward displays of righteousness while neglecti

the heart of God’ s laws, which aimed for genuine love and integrity.

What does Guthriereveal about Jesus' criticisms of the Pharisees?
Guthrie highlights that, according to Jesus, the Pharisees' actions often
contradicted their teachings. He chastised them for their focus on outward
appearances and meticulous law-keeping instead of the inner transformation
and love that God desires. Jesus referred to them as "blind guides' and
accused them of shutting the kingdom of heaven in people’ s faces, preaching
without practicing, and prioritizing human traditions over God'’ s true

intentions, essentially warning his audience against their example.

What isthe hopefor hypocritesthat Guthrieidentifiesin the chapter?
Guthrie identifies hope for hypocrites through the story of Nicodemus, a
Pharisee who sought a genuine relationship with Jesus. It illustrates that true
transformation requires a miracul ous change—a rebirth brought about by
faith in Christ. Guthrie emphasizes that genuine faith in Christ offers
forgiveness and deliversindividuals from hypocrisy, alowing the grace of

Jesus to transform their lives from the inside out.
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Chapter 5| The Crook | Q& A

What does the author suggest about the concept of lostnessin relation to

under standing Jesus?

The author, Nancy Guthrie, posits that understanding the concept of being 'lost' is
crucia for grasping who Jesusis and why his arrival was necessary. She reflects on her
childhood experience of feeling 'lost' and draws parallels to the broader spiritual state of
humanity. Guthrie emphasizes that to truly appreciate Jesus's mission, one must
recognize their own 'lostness,’ which she defines as lacking direction, purpose, or

connection to the divine anchor of one's soul, which is ultimately found in Jesus.

How doesthe story of Zacchaeusillustrate the theme of seeking and being sought?
In the story of Zacchaeus, there is a profound interplay of seeking and being sought.
Zacchaeus, awealthy and corrupt tax collector, is described as seeking to see who Jesus
was. However, as the narrative unfolds, it becomes clear that Jesusis the true seeker.
When he looks up into the tree and calls Zacchaeus by name, it signifies Jesus's
initiative and desire to reach out to the lost. This interaction highlights the idea that
while individuals may seek Jesus out of curiosity or desperation, it is ultimately Jesus

who seeks us—offering grace and forgiveness, which transforms lives.

What transformation occursin Zacchaeus after his encounter with Jesus, and

what doesit signify?
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After Zacchaeus encounters Jesus, he experiences a radical transformation marked by
joy and adesire to make restitution for his past wrongs. He announces his intent to g
half of his possessions to the poor and to repay anyone he has defrauded fourfold. Th
change signifies genuine repentance and a newfound relationship with Jesus, whereb
Zacchaeus moves from being defined by his corruption to being a part of a communis
marked by generosity and truth. His actions reflect not merely a desire to follow

legalistic practices but a heartfelt response to the grace he has received.

What societal reactions does Jesus's choice to dine with Zacchaeus
provoke?

When Jesus chooses to dine with Zacchaeus, the crowd's reaction is one of
grumbling and disdain. The people are quick to criticize Jesus for
associating with a notorious sinner, reflecting societal prejudices against tax
collectors, who were seen as corrupt traitors. This reaction highlights the
tension between societal norms and Jesus's mission to seek out and save
those considered outcasts. It underscores the transformative nature of grace
that extends beyond societal acceptance, inviting even the most despised

individuals into a new community and relationship with God.

What does the author imply about the nature of salvation through the
example of Zacchaeus?
Through the example of Zacchaeus, the author impliesthat salvationisa

transformative process that requires an authentic acknowledgment of one's
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sins and awillingness to change. Zacchaeus's example shows that true
repentance goes beyond mere acknowledgment; it leads to proactive
measures to correct wrongs and a transformed attitude toward wealth and
power. The story emphasizes that encountering Jesus leads to profound
internal change, suggesting that true salvation includes joy, a sense of
belonging to God, and a commitment to live in ways that reflect God' s love

and justice.

Chapter 6| The Opportunist | Q& A

What isthe central theme of Chapter 6 of 'Saintsand Scoundrelsin the Story of
Jesus ?

The central theme of Chapter 6 revolves around the contrast between wasted life and
extravagant devotion. The chapter explores how the lives of Judas Iscariot and Mary of
Bethany present two different responses to Jesus. Judas represents wasted opportunities
and selfish ambitions, ultimately leading to histragic end, whereas Mary demonstrates
extravagant love and devotion through a costly act of anointing Jesus, which reflects

her deep understanding of Hisworth and impending sacrifice.

How does the author describe Judas I scariot's experiences and eventual betrayal
of Jesus?
The author details Judas's three years of following Jesus, where he witnessed miracles,

participated in ministry, and was even given authority. Despite this, Judas's heart
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remained untouched by genuine faith, leading him to prioritize money over Jesus. Hi
frustration grew as he perceived Jesus's teachings as a threat to his material aspiratior
Ultimately, Judas's betrayal was a culmination of his greed, as he chose to align with
Jesus's enemies for thirty pieces of silver, signifying atragic waste of the opportuniti
he had with the Messiah.

What isthe significance of Mary’s act of anointing Jesus with expensive
perfume, accordingto the chapter?

Mary's act of anointing Jesus with expensive perfume represents a profound
expression of gratitude and devotion. The perfume, worth nearly ayear's
wages, symbolizes the value she places on Jesus, recognizing His imminent
death and significance as the Messiah. Unlike Judas, who saw this as
wasteful, Mary’s act is portrayed as wise and necessary, reflecting her
understanding of Jesus's worth and the urgency to honor Him before His
crucifixion. This contrasts with Judas's transactional view of relationships,
emphasizing that true devotion is often seen as wasteful by the world but is

deeply meaningful in the eyes of God.

How doesthe author inter pret Judas'sfeelings towar ds his betrayal
after realizing the consequences of his actions?

After witnessing Jesus condemned and recognizing the weight of his
betrayal, Judas feels immediate regret and attempts to return the blood
money to the chief priests. However, the priests refuse to help him, further
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highlighting hisisolation and despair. The chapter emphasizes that despite
Judas's acknowledgment of his sin, he lacked genuine repentance, choosing
instead to end hislife in hopelessness. This reflects the broader theme that
although Judas experienced the grace of God through Jesus's ministry, he
never truly embraced it, which ultimately led to histragic fate.

What lesson doesthe author draw from the contrasting lives of Mary
and Judasregarding faith and devotion?

The chapter draws alesson about the nature of true faith and devotion. Mary
exemplifies alife of extravagant love for Jesus, demonstrating that genuine
worship often entails sacrificial actions that may seem irrational to others. In
contrast, Judas's life serves as a cautionary tale about the dangers of pursuing
selfish interests over spiritual truths. The author encourages readers to
examine their own relationship with Jesus, urging them to embrace alife
characterized by sacrificial devotion rather than atransactional or

self-serving approach to faith.
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Chapter 7| ThePriest | Q& A

What isthe central theme of Chapter 7 in " Saintsand Scoundrelsin the Story of
Jesus' by Nancy Guthrie?

The central theme of Chapter 7 revolves around the contrast between Caiaphas, the
Jewish high priest, and Jesus, whom Guthrie refers to as the Great High Priest. The
chapter highlights the inadequacy of the earthly priesthood and the sacrificial system
established in the Old Testament and how these were ultimately fulfilled in the person
and work of Jesus. It examines how Caiaphas's actions, driven by political motives,
serve as a backdrop to the profound truth that Jesus's death was the ultimate sacrifice

for sin, fulfilling God's promise of mercy.

How does the author relate the significance of the high priest'srolein the Old
Testament to the mission of Jesus?

Guthrie explains that the high priest in the Old Testament was appointed to mediate
between a holy God and sinful people, primarily through sacrifices offered for
atonement. The high priest, especially Aaron, entered the Most Holy Place once ayear
to sprinkle blood on the mercy seat, symbolizing God's mercy toward the people. This
system of sacrifices was meant to foreshadow the greater reality of Jesus, the Great
High Priest. Jesus's sacrificial death fulfills all that the high priesthood and sacrificial
system pointed toward—offering eternal redemption and direct access to God rather
than the temporary, ritualistic means of the past. Guthrie emphasizes that Jesus serves

as the ultimate mediator of God's mercy, embodying what the priesthood was designed
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to represent.

What specific event involving Caiaphas does the chapter highlight, and
how doesit reflect his character and role as high priest?

The chapter highlights the moment when Caiaphas, seeking to maintain his
political power, suggests that it’s better for one man, Jesus, to die for the
people than for the whole nation to perish. This proposal reflects Caiaphas's
prioritization of political expediency over justice and truth. Guthrie
describes how Caiaphas comprehended the moment's implications without
recognizing that his statement was prophetic of Jesussroleasa
substitutionary sacrifice for humanity. Ultimately, Caiaphas's actions
exemplify a corruption of the high priestly office, as he uses his influence

not to acknowledge Jesus as the Messiah but to conspire against him.

How does Nancy Guthrieinterpret Caiaphas's prophetic utterance
regarding Jesus' sdeath?

Guthrie interprets Caigphas's statement about it being better for one man to
die for the people as both a pragmatic political maneuver and adivine
prophecy. Although Caiaphas intended to suggest a short-term solution for
the ruling council to preserve their power, John's Gospel reveals that
Caiaphas unwittingly proclaimed a deeper truth about Jesus's sacrificia
death and its significance for Isragl and beyond. His utterance foreshadows
that Jesus's death would gather the scattered children of God, indicating
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God’' s sovereign plan for salvation that transcends Caiagphas's limited

political perspective.

What doesthe chapter suggest about the implications of Jesus's
crucifixion and its effect on the sacrificial system and accessto God?
The chapter suggests that Jesus's crucifixion marked the end of the sacrificia
system and the need for an earthly high priest. With Jesus's death and the
consequent tearing of the temple velil, believers are granted direct access to
God. Guthrie states that believers no longer need to rely on the temporary
means of atonement through animal sacrifices; instead, they can approach
God confidently through Jesus, the Great High Priest, who has secured
eternal redemption. This represents a significant shift from a system of
mediated mercy to a personal relationship with God, where each believer can

experience His grace and mercy directly.

Chapter 8| TheCriminals| Q& A

What arethethreewordsthat the author lovesto hear, and why do they hold
significance for her?

The author loves to hear the words "Y ou wereright." These words signify recognition
of her brilliance and insight, bringing her a deep sense of satisfaction. They represent
validation of her opinions or beliefs, reinforcing afeeling of correctnessin her

perspectives.
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Which three words does the author find hard to say, and what emotions are
connected to them?

The author findsit very difficult to say the words "I was wrong." This phrase
carries aweight of accountability and responsibility, which she associates
with feelings of shame, guilt, and the acknowledgment of failure. Admitting
to being wrong often requires her to make reparations or change her

behavior, which she fears and may wish to avoid.

How does the author connect the concept of guilt to societal attitudes,
especially in the context of the #M eT oo movement?

The author discusses how society often encourages people to avoid feelings
of guilt, portraying guilt as harmful and unnecessary. This societal trend
makes the introspection and acknowledgment demonstrated by the #MeToo
movement significant. It prompts individuals, particularly men, to confront
uncomfortable truths about their past behaviors, moving toward

accountability and healing.

What isthe significance of the hashtag #ltWasMein relation to men's
responsesto the #MeT 0o movement?

The hashtag #tWasM e emerged as a response from men who began to
reflect on their own actions that could contribute to the culture of sexual
misconduct. It symbolizes awillingness to take responsibility for past

behaviors that were harmful or complicit in a culture that normalizes such
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actions. This self-examination is crucial for acknowledging patterns and

catalyzing change.

What example doesthe author providetoillustrate a man'sreflection on
his past behaviors, and what does it reveal about societal norms?

The author cites the example of Kyle Misner, who realized he had
committed acts of sexual assault in his past. He recalls various incidents that
reflect societal norms that have historically trivialized or dismissed
inappropriate behaviors as acceptable. This self-reflection highlights a shift
in awareness as men confront their complicity in a culture that perpetuates

such actions.

Chapter 9| The Disciple | Q& A

What kind of trajectoriesdo the narratives of Joseph, Job, and Jesusillustratein
the chapter?

The trgjectories of Joseph, Job, and Jesus illustrate the theme of suffering followed by
glory. Joseph's life went from being his father’ s favorite, with the hope of leadership, to
being betrayed, sold into slavery, imprisoned, and ultimately rising to power in Egypt.
Job's life shifted from prosperity and happiness to unimaginable suffering, yet he
experienced restoration and doubled blessings. Jesus epitomizes this pattern, enduring
suffering and humiliation before being exalted in glory after his resurrection. Each

narrative reflects the broader biblical principle that suffering often precedes glory.
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How does Stephen's experience and speech in Acts parallel the experiences of
Jesus?

Stephen's experience parallels Jesus in severa key ways: both faced
accusations and hostility from religious leaders, both were falsely accused of
blasphemy (Stephen against the temple and Jesus against God), and both
were subjected to mob violence that led to their deaths. In histrial, Stephen's
speech echoed Jesus's teachings about the law and the temple, asserting that
God's presence was not confined to Jerusalem. Furthermore, as Stephen was
being stoned, he mirrored Jesus's last words, expressing faith and

forgiveness, highlighting the continuity of suffering for the sake of

righteousness.

What theological argument does Stephen make regarding the temple,
and how does it reflect understanding God's presence?

Stephen argues that God has never been confined to the temple in Jerusalem,
using examples from Israel's history to illustrate that God's glory has
manifested in various places, such as with Abraham in Mesopotamia and
Moses in the wilderness. He emphasizes that the temple was always meant
to point to a greater reality, the presence of God in Christ. By stating ‘the
Most High does not dwell in houses made by hands," Stephen indicates that
God'’ s presence transcends physical structures and that Jesusis the ultimate
fulfillment of what the temple represents, thus calling for a shift from

idolizing the temple to embracing Jesus.
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Explain the significance of Stephen's last words and what they reveal

about his character as a disciple of Jesus.

Stephen’ s last words, 'Lord Jesus, receive my spirit' and 'Lord, do not hold
this sin against them," display his deep faith and grace. These phrases echo
Jesus's own dying words, indicating his alignment with Christ's teachings
and character. By asking forgiveness for his assailants, Stephen embodies
the principles of love and mercy central to Jesus's message, showcasing his
commitment to grace even in the face of violent persecution. His peaceful
acceptance of death suggests a profound trust in God’ s promises, positioning

him as amodel disciple for others.

What over ar ching theme does the chapter convey about suffering in the
life of believersin relation to glory?

The chapter conveys that suffering is an integral and expected part of the
believer's journey, often leading to greater spiritual glory and fulfillment. It
emphasizes that, just as Jesus suffered before his resurrection and glory,
believers can expect to experience trials and tribulations that prepare them
for afuture of eternal joy and presence with God. The anticipation of this
future glory provides believers with the strength and endurance needed to
navigate their current sufferings, assuring them that their present trials will

ultimately yield significant spiritual rewards.
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Chapter 10| TheWorst | Q& A

Who was Saul of Tarsusand what was hislife like before his conversion?

Saul of Tarsus was a zeal ous Jewish Pharisee and a notorious opponent of Christians.
Raised in Tarsus, a city known for its education, he was well-versed in Jewish law and
tradition. He was described as a 'Hebrew of Hebrews," meaning he strictly adhered to
his Jewish heritage. Saul actively persecuted the followers of Jesus, believing them to
be blasphemers against the Jewish faith. His actions included imprisoning Christians
and approving of executions, notably that of Stephen, the first Christian martyr. Hislife
was characterized by fervor for the law and a deep conviction that he was serving God

by eradicating what he viewed as heresy.

What significant event led to Saul's conversion to Christianity?

While traveling to Damascus to persecute Christians, Saul had a dramatic encounter
with the risen Jesus. A blinding light surrounded him, and he fell to the ground, where
he heard Jesus ask, 'Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me? This moment was pivotal
asit revealed Saul's misunderstanding of Jesus' true identity and authority. Blinded by
the encounter, Saul was led into Damascus, where he spent three days in darkness,

contemplating the magnitude of his sins and the reality of Christ's resurrection.

How did Ananiasplay arolein Saul'stransfor mation?

Ananias was adisciple in Damascus whom God instructed to visit Saul after his
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encounter with Jesus. Despite his fear of Saul, who was notorious for persecuting
believers, Ananias obeyed God' s command. He went to Saul, laid hands on him, and
said, '‘Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus... has sent me so that you may regain your sight ar
be filled with the Holy Spirit.' This act not only restored Saul’ s physical sight but als
symbolized his spiritual awakening, leading to his baptism and immediate proclamati
of Jesus as the Son of God.

What does Saul’ stransformation tell usabout the nature of God's
grace?

Saul’ s transformation illustrates the radical and boundless nature of God’ s
grace. Despite being a blasphemer and persecutor of Christians, Saul was not
beyond the reach of God's mercy. His conversion story exemplifies the idea
that no one, regardless of their past actions or beliefs, istoo far gone to
receive redemption through Christ. This emphasizes that salvation is aresult
of God's supernatural work in an individual's life—revealing truth, enabling

humility, and allowing grace to transform the heart.

What implications does Saul’ s story have for those who doubt their
worthiness of grace?

Saul's story provides profound encouragement for those who feel they are
beyond redemption or unworthy of God's grace. It reassures believers that
even the most ardent opposers of faith can become recipients of mercy. Saul,

initially the last person anyone would expect to become a Christian, became
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one of its most influential leaders. This reinforces the belief that graceis
available to everyone, regardless of their past, and that God can transform
their lives for His purposes. It urges believers to maintain hope and continue
praying for others, as transformation can only happen through the

supernatural intervention of God.



