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About the book

In "SAS," Mark Aston takes readers on a gripping journey through the

adrenaline-fueled world of special operations, unraveling the intricacies of

elite military training and the psychological resilience required to excel in

the most harrowing situations. This profound exploration delves into the

lives of the soldiers who embody strength, strategy, and sacrifice, revealing

not only their physical prowess but also the mental fortitude essential for

survival in hostile environments. Aston's raw and candid storytelling

captures the essence of brotherhood and the moral complexities faced by

those on the front lines, compelling readers to reflect on the true nature of

bravery and the human spirit. As you turn the pages, prepare to be thrust into

an exhilarating narrative that challenges not just the limits of human

endurance, but also invites you to question the very fabric of loyalty,

courage, and the cost of duty.
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About the author

Mark Aston is a distinguished author and expert in the field of Special

Operations, bringing a wealth of experience from his extensive career in the

military. With a background that combines rigorous training and hands-on

involvement in high-stakes environments, Aston's writing is deeply

informed by the realities of modern warfare and the intricacies of elite

military units. His ability to convey complex ideas in an engaging manner

has made his work highly regarded among both military professionals and

civilian readers alike. In addition to his writing endeavors, Aston is known

for his commitment to educating others about the nuances of special

operations, contributing to a greater understanding of their role in

contemporary security.
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Chapter 1 Summary: Prologue

In the prologue of "SAS" by Mark Aston, the narrator reflects on a

 physically demanding ascent towards Shag Rocks, a location that holds

deep memories. The narrative shifts between past and present, highlighting

the burdens of youth and the weight of age, both physically and emotionally.

As he climbs, the challenge is intensified by the harsh environment, yet it is

contrasted by the beauty of the landscape bathed in sunlight. The narrator’s

memories are vivid and tangible, recalling a time when he and his comrades

navigated rocky terrains laden with weapons, driven by the urgency of their

mission.

The scene unfolds with a vivid description of the settlement below, marked

by small white buildings and an orange windsock fluttering against the

backdrop of gorse bushes. This detail serves as a poignant reminder of the

mission he undertook, with memories flooding back as he observes the

marshy ponds and distant mountains, reinforcing the connection between the

past and the present.

Ultimately, the tension escalates with the delivery of a crucial Morse code

message. The brief yet urgent communication—indicative of their mission's

stakes—serves as a climactic marker, revealing the impending action as they

prepare to engage in a significant operation. Through rich imagery and

emotional undertones, the prologue sets the stage for the narrative's
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exploration of warfare, memory, and the passage of time, capturing the

essence of the experiences that continue to shape the narrator’s identity.

Element Details

Prologue Context The narrator's ascent towards Shag Rocks, linked to deep
memories.

Themes Burden of youth vs. weight of age, physically and emotionally.

Climbing
Experience

Intense challenge due to harsh environment, contrasted with
beautiful landscape.

Memories Vivid recollections of past missions with comrades, navigating
rocky terrains.

Setting
Description

Small white buildings, orange windsock, marshy ponds, distant
mountains.

Morse Code
Message Crucial communication indicating the stakes of their mission.

Narrative Focus Exploration of warfare, memory, and the passage of time.

Overall Tone Rich imagery and emotional undertones that shape narrator’s
identity.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embracing the challenges of our journey

Critical Interpretation: As you stand at the foot of your own

mountains, consider the narrator's ascent towards Shag Rocks—a

powerful metaphor for your personal struggles. Just as he confronts

the physical and emotional burdens of his past, you too possess the

strength to navigate your challenges, no matter how daunting they

may seem. The harshness of his environment juxtaposed against the

beauty of the landscape serves as a reminder that even in life's most

difficult moments, there is always light to guide you. Embrace your

journey with courage, and let the memories of your experiences fortify

your resolve as you move forward, knowing that every ascent carries

the potential for growth and transformation.
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Chapter 2 Summary: 

It all began on the evening of April 4, 1982, a day marked by an unexpected

 knock on the door of my home in Hereford. As the theme music of Dallas

played in the background, I found myself confronted by Phil Currass, the

troop sergeant of Mountain Troop. His demeanor suggested urgency rather

than a social visit; he informed me that a briefing had been called for 10:00

the following morning, implying that something significant was afoot.

Though I had been with 22 SAS for over two years and accustomed to

sudden call-ups, the atmosphere at home was tense. My wife, Liz, was

clearly anxious about my commitment to the military, a stark contrast to my

unwavering loyalty to my comrades in the Regiment. She was facing the

harsh reality that married life with an SAS soldier came with its own set of

challenges, as my time at home was often cut short by duty.

The next morning, I headed towards camp, the newly rebuilt Stirling Lines,

which was designed for our Special Forces role and equipped with the latest

training facilities. Upon arriving at the briefing room, an atmosphere of

anticipation enveloped me. Troops from D Squadron and G Squadron

gathered, all speculating what the subject of the briefing could be. As we

waited, the senior officers engaged in conversation at the front of the room,

intensifying our curiosity.

Finally, Brigadier Peter de la Billière took the stage to deliver unprecedented
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news: Argentine forces had invaded the Falkland Islands, overwhelming a

British garrison. The revelation struck silence into the crowd, interrupted

only by a mix of disbelief and indignation. Many among us, including my

friend Binsy, exhibited a sense of national pride and fury, remarking on the

unexpected aggression—an invasion led by a country most of us knew little

about. The brigadier informed us that a naval task force was being

assembled to retake the islands, and we would likely play a role in this

operation.

Despite the gravity of the situation, tension mixed with spirited anticipation

filled the room. The likelihood of a political resolution was uncertain, but

our commander, Lieutenant Colonel Michael Rose, had been actively

lobbying for our involvement while preparing the troops for possible

deployment. He instructed us to prepare our kits and remain on standby for

further information, emphasizing the need for readiness.

As the briefing concluded, Sergeant Major Lawrence Gallagher quickly

gathered us, commanding our attention with his robust authority and

reassuring demeanor. He handed down orders to ready our equipment for the

impending move to RAF Brize Norton, hinting that even married personnel

would have a brief window to return home before departure. The prospect of

leaving my wife again troubled me, but the gravity of the unfolding situation

eclipsed my personal anxieties.
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With thoughts swirling about the political dynamics and potential conflict,

my comrades and I made our way to the squadron stores to begin

preparation. Our diverse group exemplified the unique blend of backgrounds

and perspectives within the Regiment. Binsy, with his sharp shooting skills,

and Bilbo, endowed with a robust physical presence, provided contrasts to

my best friend James, who, despite his academic background, had chosen to

carve his path within the SAS. As we packed equipment, we shared humor

to alleviate the tension surrounding the situation. Despite the substantial

threat looming ahead, moments of laughter reminded us of our humanity

amidst the chaos of impending military action.

In navigating our emotions, we reflected on the recent history that had thrust

the Regiment into the public eye, particularly the heroic actions during the

Iranian Embassy siege. As we continued to prepare, it became evident that

the future bore uncertainty; however, our commitment to duty and the bond

we shared as a military family clarified our purpose in those tense times.

Thus, we braced ourselves for the immediate future, ready to face whatever

lay ahead, unified by our shared experience and the duty to our country.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The power of commitment and unity in the face of

adversity

Critical Interpretation: In this chapter, you are inspired to embrace

commitment, not only to your duties but to the people and causes that

matter most in your life. Just as the soldiers in SAS stood ready to

confront the unexpected challenges of war, you are reminded that true

strength lies in unwavering dedication—whether to your family,

career, or personal goals. When faced with adversity, it is this

unwavering resolve and the unity found in shared purpose that can

empower you to overcome obstacles. Rather than shying away from

difficult situations, lean into them with the courage and resilience that

solidarity inspires, recognizing that you are never alone in your

battles.
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Chapter 3: 

The SAS's involvement in the Iranian Embassy siege on May 5, 1980,

 marked a turning point in its public perception. In just seventeen dramatic

minutes, counterterrorist teams from B Squadron stormed the Embassy,

resulting in the elimination of five terrorists and the rescue of twenty-four

hostages. This bold operation, broadcast live during a bank holiday

weekend, catapulted the SAS into the limelight, transforming it from a

little-known special forces unit into a symbol of elite military prowess.

However, while the fame was welcomed, many within the Regiment hoped

it would facilitate their own opportunities for advancement, particularly

regarding deployments with the Task Force.

Historically, the SAS had operated in secrecy since its inception during

World War II, focusing on unconventional warfare and classified missions.

Following the Embassy incident, however, the public's awareness of the

SAS surged, leading to an influx of applications from soldiers eager to join

its ranks. Entry into the SAS is not direct; candidates must first serve in the

regular armed forces and then endure a grueling selection process to earn
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Chapter 4 Summary: 

In this chapter, we delve into the preparations of a squadron gearing up for

 deployment to the Falklands amid an escalating conflict. The narrative

begins by illustrating the camaraderie and resolve among squad members as

they pack essential equipment, such as rations, parachutes, and signaling

gear, in anticipation of the mission. Despite their varying ranks, every

member participates in the process, led by the experienced quartermaster

sergeant, Graham Collins, who brings invaluable combat experience to the

operation. 

The chapter introduces Wally Walpole, an administrative assistant whose

role, although not combat-focused, is crucial for logistical support. His

commitment to the squadron fosters a sense of unity, demonstrating that

every contribution is valued regardless of official status. As they prepare,

tension and anxiety ripple through the squad, accentuated by news reports of

conflict unfolding in the Falklands, casting a shadow over their enthusiasm.

At lunchtime, as scenes of the conflict flash across the television screen, the

squad examines their feelings about the situation. There's a mix of concern

for captured Marines and eagerness to engage the enemy, with a palpable

urgency to be deployed. Personal lives are woven into the narrative,

particularly highlighting the emotional struggles of those leaving their loved

ones behind. The protagonist's departure weighs heavily on him, especially
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when faced with the disappointment of his wife, Liz, who is apprehensive

about the looming conflict and the interruption of their planned leave.

The departure scene is poignant, highlighting the tension between duty and

domestic life. As the protagonist shares a heartfelt goodbye with Liz, it

becomes clear that the emotional toll of war extends beyond the battlefield,

affecting family ties and personal relationships. This departure serves as a

symbolic threshold into the uncertain and potentially dangerous reality

awaiting them.

Once aboard a coach to RAF Brize Norton, camaraderie again reigns among

the squad, with conversations revealing various personal sacrifices. The

setting shifts to the military airport where they face additional bureaucratic

hurdles regarding their deployment. However, their determination prevails,

reflecting a shared desire not only to reclaim the Falklands but to prove

themselves in combat.

As they board the VC-10 aircraft, the climate of national humiliation

following Argentina’s incursion is palpable; members of the squadron feel a

mix of anger and motivation. The scene captures a moment of unity as they

prepare to embark on a mission that promises to test their skills and resolve.

With a backdrop of military mobilization across the UK, there is an

understanding that the deployment holds deeper implications about

sovereignty and national honor. Every individual’s focus sharpens on the
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impending confrontation, depicting the dual nature of war—an external

battle and an internal struggle for courage and duty.

1. Shared Responsibilities: The preparation for deployment demonstrates

unity among ranks, emphasizing teamwork in executing crucial logistical

tasks.

2. Personal Sacrifices: The emotional challenges faced by the soldiers

leaving loved ones behind illustrate the profound impact of military duty on

family life.

3. Urgency for Action: The heightened sense of urgency to engage in combat

reflects deep national sentiment and personal motivations for going into

battle.

4. Bureaucratic Challenges: The squad's determination to overcome

deployment hurdles showcases their resilience and dedication to the mission.

5. A Collective Purpose: The chapter concludes with a sentiment of shared

resolve among the squad members, highlighting their anticipation to reclaim

the Falklands and restore national honor, underscoring the deeper emotional

stakes involved in warfare.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Shared Responsibilities

Critical Interpretation: Imagine standing shoulder to shoulder with

your teammates, each individual’s contribution piecing together a

larger goal. This chapter captures the essence of teamwork, reminding

you that no effort is too small when working toward a common

purpose. Just as the squadron unites to prepare for deployment, you

can draw inspiration from their camaraderie to foster collaboration in

your own life—be it at work, home, or in your community. By

embracing shared responsibilities, you not only lighten individual

burdens but also build stronger relationships, turning challenges into

collective achievements. In moments of uncertainty and tension, find

strength in those around you, acknowledging that together, you can

navigate the complexities of life, much like the squad did in the face

of impending adversity.
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Chapter 5 Summary: 

In contemplating the strategic significance of the Falkland Islands, it may

 initially appear they were not worth the bloodshed they would soon incur.

Located 400 miles off the South American coast and 850 miles from

Antarctica, this remote archipelago, comprising West and East Falkland,

spans just over 4,500 square miles of barren, windswept land characterized

by peat moors and rugged hills. By 1982, its meager population of

approximately 2,000 resided primarily in Port Stanley, a small, village-like

capital with basic wooden and tin-roofed structures. The islands' economy

rested largely on sheep farming, a testament to their isolation and desolation.

The average Argentine citizen likely lacked an in-depth understanding of the

Falkland Islands, but their history was ingrained in national identity;

schoolchildren were taught that the Islas Malvinas, as they called them, were

Argentine territory unjustly seized by the British in 1833. As British forces

prepared to depart, the political context surrounding the islands was crucial.

Under General Leopoldo Galtieri, the Argentine military dictatorship sought

to quell domestic unrest by invading the Falklands, misjudging the

repercussions of their actions, including Britain’s readiness to respond under

the leadership of Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher.

Upon departing from the UK, British soldiers arrived at Ascension Island, a

vital military staging area situated nearly 4,500 miles away from Britain and
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4,000 miles from the Falklands. This small island, known for its volcanic

terrain and historical significance in both World War II and the space race,

was to become a hub for military operations. Despite initially appearing

barren and desolate, it hosted a bustling airfield that would soon be

overwhelmed with troops and supplies preparing for the campaign.

As British soldiers endured initial delays awaiting their transport vessel, they

adjusted to their temporary surroundings on Ascension Island. The

camaraderie and bonding amongst the soldiers took center stage, with shared

experiences fostering a tight-knit unit. Living conditions were less than

luxurious, confined to a makeshift shelter, yet morale remained buoyed by

both banter and rationed meals.

The soldiers, many of whom hailed from various backgrounds within the

British military, formed a strong fraternity rooted in their recent shared

experiences during Selection. The close quarters, alongside the informal

nature of rank and camaraderie, promoted a culture where mutual respect

thrived. The introduction of Captain John Hamilton, a new troop

commander, marked a continuation of this tradition, with the supportive

dynamic between him and his sergeant enhancing the troop's cohesion. 

Leadership within the SAS diverged from traditional military structures,

emphasizing an egalitarian approach where officers consulted their men,

fostering collective decision-making. This dynamic relationship was vital,
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considering the SAS's small troop sizes and their need for unity when facing

impending challenges.

As the soldiers awaited their mission, the anticipation of combat loomed;

they knew their next steps hinged on the arrival of their ship. However, they

were left largely to their own devices, marked by a sense of uncertainty but

also a firm resolve to stand together in the face of adversity. The bonds

formed in these initial stages would prove essential in the trials to come, as

the threat of war in the Falklands grew increasingly imminent.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of camaraderie and unity in overcoming

challenges.

Critical Interpretation: Reflecting on the experience of the soldiers on

Ascension Island, you can draw inspiration from their ability to forge

strong bonds of camaraderie despite the harsh conditions they faced.

This profound connection, built on shared experiences and mutual

respect, illustrates that no matter the trials ahead, having a supportive

community can strengthen your resolve and determination. Whether in

personal relationships, workplace environments, or navigating life's

uncertainties, the lesson is clear: embrace collaboration, nurture

relationships, and stand united with those around you, for together,

you can face and conquer any adversity.
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Chapter 6: 

The time spent on Ascension Island offered the Squadron a crucial pause

 after their hurried exit from the UK, enabling them to organize their

personal equipment and prepare for the mission ahead. Although the orders

were not yet concrete, the squadron was busy sorting through 15 tons of

gear. As part of this operational load, everyone contributed to the heavy

lifting, particularly in sorting out an array of equipment from the

quartermaster’s stores. Each troop's specialized kit varied, with Mountain

Troop bringing primarily climbing gear while Boat Troop possessed an

abundance of equipment including inflatable boats and motors. 

When it came to weaponry, the Squadron was equipped similarly to an

infantry company but included different armaments. Troops carried

American AR15 rifles, commonly known as M16s, along with the British

L1A1 self-loading rifles (SLRs). The AR15, firing smaller 5.56 mm

ammunition and capable of full automatic fire, provided a different tactical

approach compared to the heavier-hitting SLR, which fired 7.62 mm rounds

in semi-automatic mode. This division of preferences led to spirited
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Chapter 7 Summary: 

On April 9, we boarded the RFA Fort Austin, a remarkable vessel of over

 23,500 tonnes that served as a troop transport for the Royal Fleet Auxiliary.

The ship's primary mission was to supply the Royal Navy's warships with

ammunition, food, and water while at sea. To facilitate this mission, Fort

Austin was equipped with two Wessex Mk V troop helicopters that ferried

our team and equipment from Wideawake Airfield to the ship. Once aboard,

we began the laborious task of maneuvering large amounts of gear through

the ship’s passageways until we were finally set to sail.

Fort Austin was reminiscent of both an ocean liner and a cargo ship,

designed with some troop comfort in mind. Although the lower decks were

hot and stuffy, we settled into spacious cabins with three-tiered bunks and

enjoyed access to showers and a bar. The ship's galley surprised us with

excellent meals, distinctly absent of military rations. Our interactions with

other military personnel aboard were limited, yet those moments often

sparked playful banter, especially during physical training sessions on the

flight deck. Binsy, one of our teammates, humorously teased Bilbo about the

attention they received from crew members, which only added to the

camaraderie and laughter shared among us.

While homosexuality was illegal in the UK at the time, the merchant navy

provided a relatively accepting environment, allowing members of the gay
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community to express their sexuality without fear. Some interactions, like

Al's amusing encounter with a steward, showcased a culture where

light-heartedness thrived amid strict military norms. The crew demonstrated

a commendable willingness to support our needs; for instance, the captain

adjusted the ship's speed to accommodate our training exercises on the

water, allowing us to launch boats and practice parachuting. 

The weather was idyllic, creating an atmosphere to relax and enjoy the

company of fellow soldiers. While diverse troop specialties limited our

activities, we found considerable entertainment in observing the antics of 16

and 19 Troops, especially when a humpback whale and her calf surfaced

near the ship. The excitement heightened when some from 16 Troop,

spotting the whale, mistakenly panicked about a potential shark encounter,

leading to chaos as they scrambled back into the safety of their boats. These

lighthearted moments of camaraderie were a stark contrast to the tension

underlying our mission.

As we continued towards the Antarctic Circle, the environment felt almost

surreal. Although we were moving further south, our mission was shrouded

in uncertainty, with rumors suggesting that a diplomatic solution to the crisis

might be unfolding, potentially rendering our deployment unnecessary.

Nonetheless, the tranquility vanished on April 13, when we cross-decked to

a flotilla of naval ships led by HMS Antrim, marking a pivotal transition

from our leisurely sailing days aboard Fort Austin to the realities of
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impending conflict. We had crossed a threshold, exchanging the comforts of

ship life for the challenges that awaited us, with the likelihood of

confrontation looming increasingly larger.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embracing uncertainty and adaptability during challenging

times

Critical Interpretation: As you reflect on the journey aboard the RFA

Fort Austin, consider how the crew and soldiers adjusted to the

unknown while maintaining a sense of camaraderie. This chapter

teaches you that life, much like a naval mission, often involves

navigating through uncertainties and unexpected challenges. When

faced with your own tumultuous times, remember the humor and

resilience demonstrated by those aboard the ship. Let their ability to

find joy and support in one another inspire you to embrace change,

cultivate connections, and face uncertainties with an adaptable spirit,

knowing that even in the most daunting situations, there is room for

laughter, growth, and unity.
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Chapter 8 Summary: 

As our journey progressed away from the serene warmth of the Tropics, we

 encountered the arduous environment of the South Atlantic, known for its

tumultuous conditions—the Roaring Forties. The transition was stark:

temperatures plummeted, clear skies were replaced by heavy clouds, and a

notion of a significant mission began to solidify among us. 

1. The Warship and New Arrangements  

Boarding HMS Antrim, an aging County Class destroyer, we quickly

adapted to its military specifications. With a displacement nearing 7,000

tonnes and armed to the teeth, the ship represented a formidable fighting

force, carrying over 450 sailors. However, our integration came with

significant challenges. Living conditions were cramped; we engaged in hot

bunking with junior naval ratings, paying little heed to comfort. The ship

operated on a unique lexicon that left us grappling for understanding, as

terms from the Navy's culture replaced familiar Army jargon. 

2. Mission Briefing and Background  

Our first night was dominated by a brief from John Hamilton, who laid out

our directive: we were to assist a small task force in retaking South Georgia.

The commander of our naval contingent, Captain Brian Young, led this
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mission, named Operation Paraquet. As we processed this information, the

gravity of our task became evident; it wasn’t merely a routine operation but

a critical element in a broader diplomatic context. The objective was to

reclaim South Georgia swiftly and decisively, providing the UK government

with leverage in its dealings with Argentina after the incursion that began on

April 2. 

3. Intelligence and Enemy Assessment  

The intelligence regarding Argentine forces, although limited, indicated that

a small contingent occupied strategic positions on South Georgia. Our

assessments pointed toward potential complications, as the Argentine forces

held the advantage of being fortified and ready. Collaborative planning

aimed to uncover Argentine troop presence more effectively, with a

concentration on Grytviken and Leith, determining how we could approach

the island undetected became imperative.

4. Environmental Challenges and Logistics  

South Georgia’s harsh geography posed further challenges. Situated over

800 miles from the Falkland Islands, it was fraught with difficult terrain and

unpredictable weather, demanding strategies for insertion that bypassed

enemy eyes. Considerations for reconnaissance made evident the necessity

for stealth and precaution, as the landscape’s rigors even posed threats to our
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operational viability.

5. Adaptation to Life at Sea  

Life aboard Antrim was marked by discomfort; we felt the ship's violent

motions, often struggling even to navigate its narrow passageways. For

some, including my comrade Binsy, seasickness loomed large, but we

adapted, amid chaos and confusion, amid a world unfamiliar to us. Our

presence, as military personnel, blended into Antrim’s crew dynamics,

leading to cramped living transitions and shared spaces filled with

equipment.

6. Strategizing with HMS Endurance  

With dwindling supplies on Antrim, we transferred to HMS Endurance, a

smaller vessel with a unique role in the South Atlantic. The atmosphere

aboard Endurance was distinctively relaxed, facilitating an easier adaptation

for us, though the directive of avoiding exposure on deck remained clear.

Intelligence officers aboard were crucial, leveraging their extensive

knowledge on local waters while we awaited decision on how to infiltrate

South Georgia.

7. Weather and Tactical Options  
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Discussions of potential insertion techniques illuminated the ferocity of the

weather patterns, further complicating operational planning. Ideas

proliferated—parachuting or helicopter landings—however, all options

encountered harsh realities that rendered many impractical. Our command

team faced a formidable puzzle of navigating a strategy amid daunting

environmental constraints and limited available intelligence.

8. Conclusion and Forward Planning  

Days of planning yielded little clarity about our final operations. While we

adapted to the harsh deck conditions aboard both ships, discussions of

landing zones and tactical maneuvers emphasized the need for secrecy in our

approach. Commander Cedric’s efforts focused on securing the most viable

insertion points, necessitating an undetermined balance of risk and caution in

our next moves. As preparations intensified and conditions worsened, a

sense of urgency grew; there was much to navigate ahead.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Adaptation in Adversity

Critical Interpretation: As you find yourself facing challenges in life,

remember the sailors aboard HMS Antrim, who braved the turbulent

South Atlantic and adapted to the difficult living conditions and

chaotic circumstances. Their determination amidst discomfort reminds

you that resilience is built not only in the thrill of success but in the

grit shown during trials. Embrace the power of adaptation; when

storms arise, your ability to pivot and find strength in adversity will

illuminate your path forward. Each uncomfortable moment you

encounter is an opportunity to grow and emerge stronger, just as those

sailors did on their formidable mission.
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Chapter 9: 

Situated amidst rugged mountain ridges, the Fortuna Glacier extends three

 miles in length and a mile in width, cascading northeast towards

Cumberland Bay along South Georgia's northern coast. This massive glacier,

formed by compacted layers of snow over the years, presents a treacherous

terrain, with deep crevasses and snow bridges that pose significant risks due

to its sheer weight and gravitational forces.

Despite the warnings of seasoned mountain and arctic warfare expert Guy

Sheridan, who cautioned against a landing on the glacier during harsh winter

conditions, John's determination to pursue this route persisted. Influenced by

the historical success of Ernest Shackleton, who had traversed the glacier in

dire circumstances in 1916, Cedric and the team felt motivated by a sense of

mission and time pressure from London, aiming for a swift accomplishment.

On April 21, the team was slated to initiate the daring operation. Detailed

plans were confirmed in a squadron meeting, where Cedric outlined the

mission's objectives: to establish an observation post (OP) on the glacier that
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Chapter 10 Summary: 

The perilous nature of survival operations in extreme environments was

 vividly illustrated during a mission aboard the HMS Antrim. Amidst a

fierce storm characterized by winds reaching 100 knots and monstrous

waves crashing against the ship, the crew's attention was drawn to a

distressing coded Morse signal. The captain, mindful of the dire

circumstances, had invited personnel to witness the storm’s fury, further

emphasizing the urgency of the situation facing those caught in the

tumultuous weather.

As the storm raged, Cedric boarded Antrim's helicopter alongside two

troop-carrying Wessexes assigned for a rescue operation. The conditions

were challenging, and although the wind had slightly subsided, visibility

remained poor. The crew utilized signal grenades to help locate the stranded

expedition but struggled against the snow-driven wind, which quickly

rendered their efforts futile. With dread creeping in, they huddled together,

frozen but hoping for a successful rescue.

After an hour, the sound of approaching helicopters filled the air, and the

visibility improved slightly. Utilizing colorful smoke to mark their position,

they managed to attract the attention of the rescue helicopters. As the

Wessexes landed, a snow squall whipped towards them, creating a tense

atmosphere. Relief washed over the team as they boarded the helicopters,
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but their troubles were far from over.

Problems escalated when their journey was diverted to the crash site of

another Wessex that had mishandled its descent, crashing against the icy

surface of the glacier. The crew quickly assessed the situation, rushing to

assist the trapped pilot, who surprisingly sustained only minor injuries along

with the others aboard. The stench of leaking aviation fuel heightened their

urgency to extract the pilot, and they succeeded, revealing cuts and bruises

but no fires—a minor miracle given the treacherous circumstances.

Dividing their crew between the operating Wessex Mk V and Antrim’s

Wessex Mk III, dubbed ‘Humphrey,’ they endeavored to evacuate the

glacier. Although Humphrey was an older single-engine model, its

equipment was tailored for navigation in adverse conditions. This advantage

was critical given the unpredictable visibility that loomed ahead.

As the helicopters took off into the harsh environment, the presence of

Humphrey offered a vital point of reference for the trailing Wessex.

However, just moments into their flight, the relative safety provided by

Humphrey vanished as visibility plummeted once more. The trailing Wessex

pilot lost sight of the lead helicopter, leading to a catastrophic crash as their

rotor blades struck a crevasse. Miraculously, everyone aboard survived,

albeit with injuries, though time was of the essence as they fled from a

growing fuel leak in their stricken aircraft.
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The atmosphere was filled with anxiety as the pilots attempted to

re-establish communication, and with the weather worsening, they accepted

the unfortunate reality of their predicament: they were marooned on the

glacier, anticipating a long and frigid wait for retrieval. Survival instincts

kicked in, and the crew prepared for a lengthy ordeal, setting up ten-man

survival rafts to shield themselves from the biting cold while finding solace

in shared camaraderie amid crisis.

Just hours later, Humphrey returned, but the relentless weather closed in

once again, thwarting any efforts to rescue them. Despite the crew managing

to communicate their situation back to Antrim, the conditions remained

prohibitive. The team understood the gravity of their situation as they faced

another night on the treacherous glacier—determined to survive yet deeply

aware of their precarious circumstances.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of hope and camaraderie in dire situations.

Critical Interpretation: In those relentless moments battling the storm's

fury aboard the HMS Antrim, you learn that survival isn't solely a test

of strength, but rather a testament to the indomitable human spirit

fueled by hope and the unwavering bond of camaraderie. In your own

life, whether facing personal challenges or navigating through the

chaotic currents of your journey, remember to hold close those who

stand beside you. In shared struggles, you find resilience, and from

each setback, the spark of hope is ignited. Just as the crew rallied

together, your challenges become lighter when faced with supportive

friends and family, reminding you that even in adversity, you are

never truly alone.
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Chapter 11 Summary: 

As the day drew to a close at 1630 Zulu, the helicopter, Humphrey,

 embarked on one last desperate mission from Antrim, heavily loaded with

blankets and medical supplies. The weather was deteriorating, making the

task all the more perilous as the crew navigated through thick clouds and

fierce katabatic winds, reminiscent of driving recklessly through foggy

streets without lights. Using onboard radar and dead reckoning, they

skillfully maneuvered to locate the Day-Glo orange inflatables below,

crucial to their mission. 

The Wessex Mk III helicopter, generally accommodating two crew members

and a few passengers, now faced the challenge of holding sixteen additional

men, crammed into the aircraft like pieces of a complex puzzle. Finding

space was an issue, with some soldiers lying atop others, cramped and tense

over the decision of what kit to leave behind. The crew emphasized the need

to reduce weight, leading to an intense debate before finally allowing the

men to keep their rifles but requiring the abandonment of much of their

equipment. 

Despite shedding excess gear, the helicopter remained overweight, causing

the turbine to protest loudly as the pilot struggled to gain altitude. Just when

it seemed like they wouldn’t make it, a gust of wind provided thrust, and

they surged into the sky, narrowly avoiding a hidden crevasse beneath them.
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Though relieved to be airborne, a sense of unease lingered as they

approached the ship, knowing that the challenges of flying would only

intensify as they neared sea level, highlighted by the helicopter's sluggish

performance due to the weight. 

The pilot was under immense pressure, as standard landing protocols could

not be followed; they had only one shot. A miscalculation could lead to

catastrophic consequences, including a crash into the ship or landing in the

frigid waters below. As they approached the ship, tension filled the cabin,

underscored by the frantic signals from the deck crew. Ignoring warnings,

the pilot executed a rough landing, jarring the helicopter to a halt as the crew

swiftly secured it to the deck.

Once on solid ground, the men shed their cramped quarters and were met by

relieved members of the ship’s crew. They were promptly attended to by the

medical team, with many showing signs of hypothermia or injury but

ultimately escaping serious consequences. The ship’s personnel, astonished

by their ordeal, offered their comforts—including bunks—and even a

lighthearted replay of a film to lighten the mood. 

Although the immediate danger had passed, those in 19 Troop felt a blend of

relief and embarrassment from their experience. They had endured

harrowing circumstances but at the cost of their reputation and two

helicopters. Despite avoiding disaster by sheer luck, they were reminded of
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their responsibilities and the weight of their mission. However, in the

unpredictable landscape of war, fortunes could shift swiftly, hinting at more

challenges ahead.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embrace teamwork and adaptability in the face of

adversity.

Critical Interpretation: As you face your daily challenges, remember

the crew in the Wessex Mk III helicopter who navigated treacherous

conditions by tightly coordinating with one another. Just like them,

you may find yourself in situations that seem overwhelming, where

every decision carries weight. Embracing teamwork and being willing

to adapt—much like the crew who shed unnecessary gear to lighten

their burden—can empower you to face obstacles with resilience.

When you collaborate with others, pooling your strengths and

experiences, you not only share the weight of the task but also create

space for innovative solutions, allowing you to soar above challenges

rather than be weighed down by them.
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Chapter 12: 

Chapter 12 recounts the harrowing events surrounding the operation to

 gather intelligence on Argentine positions during the Falklands War,

particularly focusing on the risky maneuver by HMS Antrim to approach the

enemy coastline. The mission was born out of necessity after the loss of air

assets, specifically two Wessex Mk V helicopters, which had limited

reconnaissance options. The plan involved stealthily bringing HMS Antrim

into Stromness Bay while Boat Troop conducted a covert landing using

Gemini boats to survey enemy movements at Leith.

1. The naval approach was fraught with risk. As HMS Antrim ventured close

to the shore under the cover of darkness, the atmosphere aboard was electric

with anticipation and tension. All personnel were on high alert as

preparations were executed under dim red lighting, emphasizing the

seriousness of the operation. The ship's crew took rigorous measures to

ensure combat readiness amid the threat of enemy fire while remaining

acutely aware of past maritime disasters, such as the Argentine naval

incidents at Grytviken.
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Chapter 13 Summary: 

The chapter narrates a pivotal moment following an attack on the Santa Fe

 submarine, which shifts the strategic landscape for a planned assault on

Grytviken. The ensuing discussions among the captain of the Antrim, Royal

Marine commanders, and tactical experts like Cedric reveal a pressing

urgency to capitalize on the enemy's disarray. The Argentinian forces,

having lost a critical asset, posed a potential opportunity for a swift

operation. However, significant logistical challenges presented themselves,

particularly the absence of M Company, which was stranded 200 miles away

on RFA Tidespring due to prior precautions against the Santa Fe.

1. Force Composition and Operational Risks: The planning team,

 despite the outnumbering odds of over two-to-one, devised a strategy to

deploy a combined force of 110 men, including members from D Squadron

HQ, Mountain Troop, and Special Boat Service units, alongside a contingent

from the Royal Marines. This diverse assembly would be armed with heavy

machine guns, light anti-tank weapons, and additional munitions. However,

the operation was complicated by a complete lack of reconnaissance, leaving

them unaware of enemy positions and defenses.

2. Action Against Time and Weather: The intensity of the situation

 underscored a race against time, as decision-makers emphasized the need

for a swift action before the daylight waned and the unpredictable weather
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turned against them. A crucial decision was made to land at Hestesletten,

strategically positioned beyond Brown Mountain, which offered potential

cover but also risked running into entrenched enemy forces.

3. Mission Briefing and Tactical Focus: As preparations solidified, the

 team assembled for a thorough briefing where clear directives were

established. The operation was framed as an "advance to contact,"

emphasizing the necessity of seizing decisive initiatives quickly. The

commanders stressed the urgency of winning any engagement and managing

their firepower efficiently to prevent collateral damage, particularly to the

British Antarctic Survey property.

4. Personnel Commitment and Morale: The narrative also highlights the

 personal stakes for the soldiers involved, drawing attention to Nobby Clark,

an experienced veteran who, despite nearing the end of his service, felt

compelled to join the mission. His eagerness to contribute reflects broader

themes of camaraderie and commitment within the unit, exemplifying the

high stakes and personal motivations that drive soldiers in critical moments

of conflict.

Ultimately, this chapter encapsulates a moment fraught with uncertainty yet

charged with adrenaline, contemplating the balance of strategic risk and

opportunity amid the chaotic backdrop of military operations. The upcoming

action at Grytviken looms as a test of both tactical prowess and sheer
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determination against an adversary, reshaping the course of their

engagement in the region.
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Chapter 14 Summary: 

On the flight deck, anticipation buzzed in the air as the crew of HMS Antrim

 geared up for an unprecedented scene: British warships preparing to

bombard enemy positions ashore. The captain’s voice crackled through the

external speakers, declaring the significance of the moment. The ship surged

forward, twin 4.5-inch guns unleashing a powerful volley, filling the air with

the acrid scent of burned cordite and sending projectiles tumbling toward the

enemy. The thrill of the moment was palpable among the crew, especially

for James, who remarked on the historical weight of the event. As

excitement mounted, the helicopters arrived, prompting the troops to prepare

for deployment.

Climbing into the blue-painted Lynx helicopter, I felt the rush of adrenaline

mixed with a knot of apprehension deep in my gut. The helicopter lifted off

swiftly, the waves below cutting by at an astonishing rate as we flew low

over the water. Anxiously, we awaited our landing, but something seemed

amiss as the helicopter circled back out to sea. Nervous glances were

exchanged among the men as we hovered in a holding pattern, uncertain of

what awaited us on the ground.

Finally cleared to land, the helicopter touched down, and we quickly

emerged, forming a defensive perimeter while the heavy artillery roared

overhead. The tension was palpable as we scanned the surroundings. The
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tranquility of the landscape was shadowed by the urgency of our mission,

with the rumbling sound of shells echoing across the bay in the background.

Once organized and on our feet, we began advancing toward the enemy,

moving cautiously along the moraine valley toward Grytviken. The terrain

was relatively easy, but the prospect of ambush loomed large. Suddenly,

movement caught our attention: figures popped up ahead, prompting an

immediate response, and we opened fire. Yet, there was no effective return

fire from the enemy, leading to an unexpected turn in our engagement.

Pressing on in our formation, we stumbled upon a colony of elephant seals,

injured in the crossfire, lending a surreal note to the intensity of our mission.

Ignoring their plight, we moved forward, pushing toward a suspected enemy

bunker equipped with a radar antenna, prompting Nobby to launch a missile

at the target. As we advanced further, the wreckage of an Argentine

helicopter served as a stark reminder of the conflict’s reality, reinforcing our

resolve.

Upon reaching the coastline near Grytviken, we caught sight of the old

whaling station and the residential buildings nearby, against a backdrop of

exploding ordnance. The once-chaotic firing seemed to fade, as our approach

concluded with the sight of white flags rising on display: the Argentine

garrison was surrendering. A wave of disbelief washed over us; they had

indeed thrown in the towel. Communication mixed, as commanders
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remained focused on their initial objectives, yet the situation rapidly

evolved.

Cedric, commanding our group, recognized the importance of maintaining

momentum and prioritizing the quick acceptance of surrender. A selected

team moved forward to negotiate the terms, and as the tension hung thick in

the air, we waited with bated breath. The surrender was handled smoothly,

confirming Cedric’s astute judgment of the situation. As the Argentine flag

was taken down and the Union Jack hoisted in its place, an unexpected calm

settled over the battleground, a surreal contrast to the chaos of moments

past, representing both victory and an end to a fierce confrontation.
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Chapter 15: 

The situation unfolded with over a hundred Argentine Marines and sailors

 captured and seated in front of a building, displaying compliance and an

unexpected sense of relief from their ordeal that saw them attacked and

threatened by British forces. They appeared somewhat disheveled and

hungry, especially the sailors who had lacked basic hygiene facilities for

weeks. Recognizing their needs, our team, led by Lawrence, took

responsibility for their care. We provided them with meals from a stockpile

of pre-prepared food, serving trays of lasagna that appeared to be a stark

contrast to the hostilities just hours prior. Interacting with the prisoners

humanized them in our eyes, erasing preconceived notions as we worked

alongside them to provide sustenance and warmth in an unexpectedly civil

atmosphere.

Later, I engaged in a meaningful conversation with Captain Bicain of the

submarine Santa Fe, who shared his appreciation for the beauty of England,

contrasting profoundly with the war-torn realities they were currently facing.

He expressed gratitude for the medical care being provided to an injured
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Chapter 16 Summary: 

In the aftermath of Operation 'Paraquat,' the team returned to the vast,

 inhospitable expanse of the South Atlantic as winter set in. The stunning

scenery of South Georgia, with its imposing ice-bound fjords and

snow-capped peaks, gave way to the relentless, grey turmoil of towering

seas and unyielding rain. Amid this tumult, HMS Brilliant, a Type 22 frigate,

felt the brunt of the harsh weather as it was significantly smaller and lighter

than HMS Antrim. The tighter confinement on board added to the ship's

discomfort, as sailors frequently resorted to sleeping on any available deck

space, amid the crowded storerooms and passageways. Despite these

challenges, the atmosphere aboard Brilliant was imbued with cheerfulness,

fostered by Captain John Coward's warm demeanor, which permeated

through the crew. Their camaraderie and morale shone through, despite the

more practical inconveniences arising from increased numbers and longer

queues for essential services.

As the geopolitical landscape shifted, the hope for a peaceful resolution to

the sovereignty dispute over the Falklands dwindled. On April 29, 1982,

Argentina officially rejected U.S. proposals for a diplomatic solution, which

directly resulted in the British government declaring a 200-mile Total

Exclusion Zone around the Falklands the following day. This declaration

was a clear signal of impending military engagement, marking the official

start of hostilities as any Argentine vessels found within this zone became
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fair targets for British forces. Concurrently, the United States implemented

military and economic sanctions against Argentina, further solidifying the

lines of conflict.

As the squadron transitioned from Brilliant to HMS Hermes, a palpable

sense of apprehension filled the air. Amid banter and concerns over the

formidable Argentine navy, the crew remained resolute. On April 30, they

were airlifted by Sea King helicopters to HMS Hermes, marking a pivotal

step closer to the unfolding combat situation. The Junglie variant of the Sea

King, larger and more capable, provided a smoother journey across the

rolling swells of the South Atlantic, offering a brief respite from the previous

hardships.

Upon approaching the task force, the crew marveled at the sight of numerous

vessels assembled for the mission to retake the Falklands. Arranged

systematically, this formidable array demonstrated the British naval power

dedicated to this cause. The flagship, HMS Hermes, accompanied by HMS

Invincible and a protective perimeter of destroyers and frigates, showcased a

meticulous strategy vital for the anticipation of conflict. Each ship held a

specific role, with systems designed to intercept any potential threats posed

by Argentine forces.

This remarkable display of naval strength instilled confidence among the

sailors. The realization of battle loomed closer as the Sea King descended
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towards Hermes, where the crew began unloading vital supplies upon

landing. The chorus of orders amidst the cacophony of helicopter rotor

blades reflected the urgency fueling their preparations. With the last of the

supplies offloaded and the crews stationed on board, they readied themselves

for the critical mission ahead in the escalating confrontation with Argentina.
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Chapter 17 Summary: 

As the aircraft lift whirred to life, we began our descent from the flight deck

 of the impressive HMS Hermes, an aircraft carrier that, at 28,000 tonnes and

750 feet long, felt like a floating town amidst the vastness of the sea. The

moment we arrived on the hangar deck, we were enveloped in a chaotic

symphony of industrious sounds and strong, unmistakable smells of aviation

maintenance—fuels, oils, and synthetic materials swirling around us like an

intoxicating blend. The sight that greeted us was that of twelve Sea Harriers

and half a dozen Sea Kings, all meticulously packed between the ship's

bulkheads, and a bustling army of engineers and armourers moving swiftly

among the aircraft.

Hermes offered far more than just impressive dimensions; it boasted

amenities akin to a small community. With its own hospital, water treatment

plant, laundry facilities, a shop, and even a galley capable of accommodating

the entire crew, it was a stark contrast to the more cramped quarters aboard

ships like Endurance, Brilliant, or Antrim. Notably, Hermes exhibited

remarkable stability due to its design, which meant the discomforts of storms

at sea would mostly be a concern of the past.

Upon joining our squadron mates Wally and Graham, we began to

familiarize ourselves with Hermes' layout. Graham informed us that the

flight deck was referred to as Zero Deck and that we would find the galley

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


on 3 Deck, just a level above our accommodations. After retrieving our gear,

Wally guided us through a complex maze of passages, ladders, and

watertight doors adorned with red markings indicating their operational

status.

Descending to Minus 4 Deck brought a mix of anticipation and

apprehension, as many of us recognized the inherent risks of being deeper

within the ship should danger arise. However, upon reaching our allocated

mess decks, we discovered spacious accommodations typically reserved for

Royal Marine commandos, complete with three-tiered bunks, dedicated

washrooms, and a shared lounge area. Expressions of excitement filled the

room. 

Yet, amidst these comforts, the familiar scents of military life—stale food

and the pungent odor of sweat—reminded us that we were still aboard a

naval vessel. Binsy’s good-humored banter provided a welcome distraction,

and we soon found the numerous boiling water points around the ship a

luxurious upgrade from previous rations.

The galley was another revelation, featuring ample seating and a diverse

menu available at all hours, making it a veritable feast compared to the

rations we were used to. The atmosphere, however, shifted dramatically as

Hermes entered the Transition Exclusion Zone (TEZ). As the alert sounded

throughout the ship, a palpable tension filled the air. Crew members sprang
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into action, sealing watertight hatches and assembling into emergency teams

in preparation for the potential threat posed by enemy submarines and the

fearsome Exocet missiles, a significant topic of concern among the sailors.

Though the anxiety surrounding the situation loomed large, making the most

of our time aboard Hermes was paramount as we awaited the unfolding of

events. The enormity of our task force's flagship did not diminish the gravity

of the impending conflict, and as we settled into our surroundings, we

remained acutely aware that our journey was just beginning.
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Chapter 18: 

On May 1, the war for the Falkland Islands commenced with the launch of

 Sea Harriers from the aircraft carrier Hermes. The early morning air was

filled with the sound of their engines as they undertook ground attack

missions against enemy positions at Stanley and Goose Green. Observing

from the flight deck, the crew witnessed the pilots execute intricate landings

after their successful sorties, showcasing both skill and danger. The air

missions not only depleted the bomb racks of the Sea Harriers but also

demonstrated the direct threat from Argentine air defenses, as evidenced by

damage incurred on returning jets.

The latest mission for the task force included an audacious bombing run by a

single RAF Vulcan bomber, noted as one of the longest-distance raids in

history, marking a significant milestone in aerial warfare. This was followed

by naval bombardments from destroyers and frigates targeting key strategic

sites on the islands. The retaliation from the Argentine forces commenced

swiftly, with air attacks on the naval vessels that had ventured close to shore,

leading to skirmishes and the downing of several enemy aircraft by the
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Chapter 19 Summary: 

The chapter unfolds amidst the ongoing aerial assault on the Argentinian

 forces stationed on the islands, highlighting the strategic maneuvers being

plotted by the Argentine high command in response to the British Task

Force. Intelligence briefings reveal that two Argentine naval groups,

including the aircraft carrier 25 de Mayo and the cruiser General Belgrano,

are poised to engage the British fleet in a coordinated pincer movement.

While the threat posed by these naval vessels is substantial, the chapter

reflects on the daily experiences of the soldiers on board, who find

themselves distanced from the maritime operations and grappling with the

resulting monotony. 

Despite the oppressive routine characterized by repeated alerts and

preparations for action, fleeting moments of connection to home are

provided through letters from loved ones, affectionately referred to as

“blueys.” These letters serve as a poignant reminder of life back home and

infuse the soldiers with a renewed sense of morale and purpose, even amidst

the stark realities of war. As the letter from Liz reveals her growing concern

for their safety, it becomes clear that the emotional stakes are rising

alongside the military tension.

The anticipation of combat is abruptly interrupted with the announcement on

May 2 that the Belgrano has been successfully struck and sunk by the HMS

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Conqueror. The sinking ignites a wave of jubilation among the crew on

Hermes, evoking cheers akin to a sports victory. However, the joy is

short-lived as it soon becomes eclipsed by the grim aftermath of the battle

when news breaks that HMS Sheffield has been hit by an Exocet missile. As

medics prepare for the influx of casualties, the crew's focus shifts from

celebration to panic. 

While the first team of medics readies themselves for incoming casualties,

the gravity of the situation becomes evident as Sheffield faces dire

circumstances, battling fire and chaos within. When the casualties eventually

arrive, the reality of war becomes painfully real, as the medics witness the

haunting aftermath of the missile strike—burned and injured sailors in

desperate need. Despite the unfortunate loss of life, the number of injured is

lower than anticipated, yet the psychological and emotional scars run deep. 

As the details of the incident unfold, an underlying sense of unease grips the

crew of the Hermes. Discussion turns to the deadly capabilities of the Exocet

missile, highlighting the time constraints they may face in responding to an

incoming threat. There is a palpable shift in the camp culture as men express

their desire to be on solid ground rather than at sea, where their options for

defense are severely limited. 

As the chapter concludes, the soldiers' feelings of vulnerability and

impending danger are intertwined with their aspirations for an opportunity to
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fight defensively, solidifying their deep yearning for agency amidst the

harrowing circumstances of war. This section intricately combines the

elements of suspense, human emotion, and the realities of military life,

offering a sobering reflection on conflict and its devastating impact on those

involved.
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Chapter 20 Summary: 

In this chapter, the narrative opens with a tense skydiving operation as the

 C-130 Hercules flies at a safe but controlled speed of 110 knots, enabling

Paddy O'Connor from G Squadron to execute a jump into the sea. As he

lands amidst the waves, he quickly ensures that the specialized

cargo—containers filled with cutting-edge military equipment—remains

intact. Among these is a Stinger anti-aircraft missile, a vital upgrade recently

provided by U.S. Special Forces, marking its significance in the evolving

context of combat.

Paddy O’Connor, having been trained in the U.S., introduces the Stinger to

his comrades, explaining its sophisticated technology – a fire-and-forget

weapon that homes in on enemy aircraft by detecting the heat from their

engines. The weapon's operational nuances are conveyed with a sense of

urgency, highlighting both its lethal capabilities and the critical importance

of proper usage. As the troops handle the missile, they realize the steep

learning curve ahead, but they trust in their training and the simplicity of the

weapon's operational requirements.

Meanwhile, high-level discussions are taking place aboard HMS Hermes,

where the threat posed by Argentine forces stationed at Pebble Island is

under scrutiny. With a strategic geographical location, Pebble Island has

become a focal point for Argentine air operations, and its fortification risks
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jeopardizing British naval forces preparing for an amphibious landing at San

Carlos. Intelligence reports indicate the presence of around 100 Argentine

personnel, including crews for attack aircraft, escalating the urgency for

action.

Accompanying this strategic overview is insight into the capabilities of the

Pucara attack aircraft, regarded as a formidable threat. Described vividly by

Flight Lieutenant Garth Hawkins, the Pucara's firepower is alarming due to

its slow speed and ability to engage effectively at low altitudes, presenting a

significant danger to British troops during the landing phase. The aircraft's

design allows for a devastating array of attacks that could shred an

unprotected landing force before they even reach the shore.

In response to this profound threat, plans are drawn up for a reconnaissance

mission to Pebble Island. The approach would involve inserting troops via

canoe to gather intelligence on enemy positions, which would then

coordinate an assault leveraging additional units on the island. However, the

boldness of this plan introduces considerable risks—for both the

reconnaissance team and the broader Task Force. Concerns about the

vulnerability of HMS Hermes, reinforced by recent losses at sea, lead the

Task Force commander, Admiral Sandy Woodward, to reject the proposed

strike, prioritizing the safety of his key assets.

As the chapter concludes, the tension mounts, illustrating the balancing act
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of military strategy during the Falklands Conflict. The combination of

advanced technology, tactical risk assessments, and the demands of

leadership under pressure all serve to underline the complexity of modern

warfare. The narrative masterfully encapsulates the readiness of British

forces in the face of formidable opposition, while also confronting the harsh

realities of combat decision-making in dire circumstances. This compelling

exploration emphasizes the intricate preparations and the immediate threats

faced by troops engaged in high-stakes operations.
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Chapter 21: 

In an intense chapter of Mark Aston's "SAS," the urgency and peril of

 military operations during the Falklands conflict are vividly depicted. A

radar warning receiver in the tail of a Sea Harrier alerts its pilot to possible

enemy detection, with analysis pinpointing a radar likely stationed on Pebble

Island, a strategic location for Argentine forces. The urgency of the situation

leads Admiral Woodward to consider options, although he is apprehensive

about the potential collateral damage from naval bombardment or air strikes.

A new possibility arises when D Squadron proposes a direct-action raid,

which, despite initial hesitance, is greenlit for execution due to the critical

need to neutralize threats before the upcoming landings.

1. Compelling Intelligence - The reconnaissance from the Sea Harrier

underscores the strategic significance of Pebble Island. As D Squadron

begins its planning, the importance of careful intel gathering becomes

evident. The pilots operate under the tension of imminent conflict while

assessing the reliability of their onboard systems against potential enemy

action.
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Chapter 22 Summary: 

In the early evening, the aircraft carrier Hermes and its accompanying ships

 began a challenging five-hour journey to reach their designated launch

position, approximately 70 miles north of Pebble Island. The carrier

detached from the main task force, accompanied by the destroyer HMS

Glamorgan and the frigate HMS Broadsword. Glamorgan was tasked with

providing gunfire support while Broadsword maintained a protective

distance with its Sea Wolf missile system.

As the ships moved westward, they encountered a powerful southerly gale

that intensified throughout the afternoon. This turbulent weather forced the

flotilla to navigate through crashing waves, with Broadsword struggling

more than the others, sustaining damage to its Sea Wolf launchers. The

weather significantly impeded their progress, leaving the carrier behind

schedule and on alert for further delays. Below deck, the crew anxiously

prepared for the operation, mentally focused on the mission ahead as they

passed time in the mess deck.

Up on the bridge, the gale complicated the logistical calculations for

reaching the launch point, increasing fuel consumption for the helicopters

and necessitating a closer approach to the shoreline. Preparations for the Sea

Kings were further hampered as they needed to be taken down below deck

due to the storm before being properly readied for take-off. The crew worked
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tirelessly under adverse conditions, but the delays led to heightened tension

and anxiety about the operation's timing and feasibility.

When the call finally came to assemble, it was well past midnight, and the

launch was now running two hours late. As the crew moved from the hangar

to the flight deck, they faced a fierce assault of wind and water. Encumbered

by heavy gear had to navigate the slippery, tumultuous surface toward the

waiting helicopters. Finally aboard one of the Sea Kings, they prepared to

take off amidst a mixture of excitement and nervous anticipation.

However, just as they were set to depart, a crewman at the door indicated a

critical issue. The helicopters were overloaded with fuel, which meant they

had to dump fuel overboard and return to the carrier before reattempting the

launch. This new setback inflicted greater uncertainty on the departing

troops, who now grappled with disappointment and worry over whether time

would run out on their mission.

The elusive nature of time and the looming darkness added urgency to the

situation. As they waited with a mix of emotions—disappointment,

anticipation, and anxiety—the moment of truth drew near. After a brief

interval, the crew was summoned back onto the helicopters, and when they

finally took off, the vibrations of the Sea King and the roar of the engines

signaled the onset of a highly anticipated and nerve-wracking mission ahead.
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Chapter 23 Summary: 

In Chapter 23 of "SAS" by Mark Aston, the narrative plunges into the

 intense atmosphere of a military operation involving four Sea Kings

heading towards Pebble Island amidst a fierce storm. The helicopters, flying

low and fast above turbulent seas, operate under challenging conditions

where the pilots rely heavily on night vision goggles, a cutting-edge

technology of the time, to navigate in near-total darkness. The NVGs

enhance their ability to see significant objects up to 200 meters, yet they do

so at a cost, as the pilots lose peripheral vision, heightening the risk of flying

dangerously close to the water.

1. Pilot Challenges and Fear Factor: The pilots are depicted in a

 high-stakes scenario, executing complex maneuvers akin to driving a

Formula 1 car in adverse conditions. Their focus and physical exertion are

palpable, amplified by the oppressive heat of their survival gear worn in the

cramped cockpit. Back in the troop space, the aircrew feels the same

creeping dread that accompanies anticipation of combat, where personal

fears interlace with a sense of responsibility towards their comrades. The

narrator reflects on various "what if" scenarios, particularly concerning the

safety of the men around him, reinforcing the human element amidst the

technical operation.

2. Preparing for Ground Assault: As they approach their landing site,
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 the crew receives critical signals indicating they are moments away from

disembarking. The tension builds as they prepare for the exit, an intricate

dance of readiness and anticipation. The chaotic motion inside the helicopter

mirrors the heightened emotions as each member instinctively runs through

their mental checklists, meticulously preparing for the tasks ahead.

3. The Landing and Immediate Aftermath: With a deft maneuver, the

 pilot performs a tactical landing, showcasing professional prowess as the

aircraft hovers just above the ground. When given the green light to exit, the

narrator and the crew spring into action, transitioning from the relative

safety of the helicopter into the uncertain terrain of the Falklands. The sense

of urgency escalates as they meticulously assume defensive positions, with

the auditory landscape shifting from the roar of helicopter blades to the

natural sounds of the night.

4. Transition into Combat Readiness: The chapter closes with the team

 dispersing into their respective defensive formations, solidifying their roles

in the imminent operation. The departure of the helicopters signifies a

crucial turning point in their mission to reclaim British territory, setting the

stage for the challenges that lie ahead. The readiness of the soldiers,

prepared to engage in what they know will be a daunting confrontation, is

palpable as the opening moves of their engagement unfold against the

backdrop of an eerie silence.
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Through the integration of high technology, intense emotions, and the

inescapable realities of warfare, Aston effectively captures the complexities

faced by the military personnel preparing to confront their adversaries,

ultimately illuminating the intricate balance between technical skill and the

human experience in combat.
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Chapter 24: 

The scene unfolds in the biting cold of a windswept island, where a troop

 prepares for an imminent assault. The atmosphere is tense, with

commanders gathering for crucial orders among the darkness. As the troops

await their movements, they are informed that the mission’s focus has

shifted from an assault on a settlement to targeting an airfield. The weight of

their equipment and the harsh terrain challenge their physical readiness, but

there is a strong sense of purpose driving them forward.

1. Transitioning Tactics: The troop formations are forced to adapt due

 to the difficult, rocky landscape. Instead of marching in two columns, they

reorganize into a single file to navigate more effectively, illustrating the

need for adaptability in a challenging environment. The terrain impedes their

progress and maintains tension within the ranks.

2. Endurance Under Pressure: As they make their way up the cove,

 physical exertion begins to take a toll. Despite the hardships, the instinct of

soldiers prevails; muscle memory kicks in, and they push onward, reminding

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Chapter 25 Summary: 

In a tense and chaotic operation, John instructed Sid and his team to engage

 the aircraft on their respective sides of a runway, with Phil providing fire

support. The scene was charged with excitement as Chris began laying down

suppressive fire with a General Purpose Machine Gun (GPMG) targeting an

Argentine Skyvan, while the narrator prepared a 66 mm rocket launcher.

Initially, the rockets failed to detonate, merely puncturing the aircraft’s

exterior due to its thin skin. However, Chris's sustained machine-gun fire

ultimately ignited leaking fuel, resulting in a massive explosion that

illuminated the night sky with flames.

As the assault escalated, team members like Paddy Armstrong swiftly placed

explosives in strategic locations on parked aircraft, ensuring maximum

destruction while others provided covering fire. The airfield was a blaze of

gunfire, grenades, and naval shelling as both teams meticulously executed

their destructive missions. John’s patrol responded to a call about a casualty,

prompting immediate extraction orders. Paddy diligently initiated the

explosives he had set, as the unexpected onset of dawn loomed, signaling

urgency to withdraw.

Just as they regrouped, an unexpected explosion rocked the area, knocking

several members off their feet—a result of Argentine command-detonated

explosives concealed along the runway. Amid the chaos, the team rallied,
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supporting one of their own who suffered a leg injury. They evacuated the

site quickly, the silence interrupted only by the sounds of decay and

destruction left behind.

However, their journey back to the rendezvous point was disrupted when

they encountered enemy fire from Argentine Marines, prompting a fierce

exchange. The team effectively retaliated, overpowering the attackers and

forcing them to retreat. As they hurried back, the sound of explosions from

Paddy’s explosive charges filled the air, signaling both destruction and the

urgency of their escape. 

Upon reaching the RV, the atmosphere shifted to one of camaraderie and

relief as they awaited helicopter extraction. The arrival of four Sea Kings

marked a significant turnaround, whisking them back to safety aboard HMS

Hermes. The pilots, praised for their skillful navigation, successfully brought

the troops back after a night filled with adrenaline and peril.

Upon disembarking, the troops received a warm welcome from their

shipmates, reflecting a shared understanding of the risks involved. The

captain celebrated their success in destroying enemy aircraft, which

bolstered morale among the crew. Despite no radar being found on the

island, the destruction of the aircraft served as a critical blow to the

Argentine forces and a strategic advantage for their own operations. The

ship's company celebrated their return with cheers, heralding a sense of
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achievement before setting sail towards new missions.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Chapter 26 Summary: 

The attack on Pebble Island marked a pivotal moment for D Squadron,

 revitalizing morale after previous challenges faced during operations in

South Georgia. This decisive operation not only showcased the capability of

the Task Force to launch assaults on land but also decisively eliminated

eleven enemy aircraft, primarily saving lives by removing the Argentinian

Pucaras. As discussions about the upcoming amphibious landings

intensified, the planning for the ground campaign to reclaim the Falklands

remained highly confidential. 

The chosen site for the landings on May 10 was San Carlos Water,

strategically located on East Falkland. This inlet provided a sheltered

anchorage for large assault ships and troop transports, featuring an

advantageous approach that would allow British troops to avoid stronger

Argentine defenses concentrated closer to Port Stanley. The distance from

the capital posed a tactical benefit, though the looming winter and logistical

challenges threatened the operation’s success. As warships operated near

their limits amid inclement weather and ongoing high-demand operations, a

timely landing became imperative for success, leading to heightened risks

for the Task Force.

By May 18, Admiral Sandy Woodward secured the necessary approvals for

the landings, and preparations swiftly unfolded. The amphibious ships
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aligned with the carrier group, and key commanders, including Mike Rose

from the SAS, were actively involved in orchestrating the operational role in

the forthcoming landings. With a plan in motion, D Squadron received

orders to move to the HMS Intrepid in preparation for the night-time

landings scheduled on May 20. 

The operational security dictated that many details be kept from the

Squadron while last-minute logistic arrangements unfolded. This included

redistributing troops from the cruise liner SS Canberra due to the perceived

vulnerabilities of having multiple units aboard a single vessel in hostile

waters. The logistical transfer to ensure readiness for an immediate fight

upon landing required meticulous coordination and agile execution given the

challenging maritime conditions.

On the morning of May 19, the weather improved slightly, and the arduous

task of moving hefty ammunition and supplies began. In a notable moment

of tension, a sudden air raid alert forced the team to temporarily abandon

their work for safety measures. Fortunately, the alarm was lifted without

incident, and the operations resumed under the pressure of looming

deadlines.

As the landings approached, members of D Squadron loaded onto

helicopters for transport to the Intrepid, but complications arose during the

final lift. A misjudged landing attempt resulted in the Sea King helicopter
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crashing into the sea, flipping over upon impact. Trapped in a flooded

compartment, panic set in as the situation became dire. Amid the chaos, the

struggle for survival intensified, and as fellow passengers succumbed to the

icy depths, instincts kicked in. 

In a moment of critical clarity, the protagonist found an opportunity to

escape through a gap created by the ruptured tail section of the helicopter.

Harnessing survival instincts and quick-thinking strategies, he was able to

free himself from the encumbering gear and propel himself toward escape.

The ordeal highlighted not only the physical challenges and dangers faced

during military operations but also the profound mental resilience and

adaptability required in life-threatening situations. 

Through sheer determination and the application of his training, the escape

from the wreckage served as a testament to the fortitude exhibited by

individuals in high-stakes military engagements, emphasizing both the

unpredictability of war and the enduring spirit of those involved.
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Chapter 27: 

Chapter 27 of "SAS" by Mark Aston recounts a harrowing survival

 experience following a catastrophic helicopter crash in treacherous

conditions. The protagonist finds himself surfacing in a frigid sea, battling

against hypothermia, exhaustion, and despair as he attempts to reunite with

fellow survivors. Here is a detailed summary of this intense chapter:

1. Survival Instincts: The protagonist emerges from the icy water,

 momentarily dismissing the chill as he grabs onto a foam seat cover for

buoyancy. Initially believing he is alone, he soon spots a group of eight

survivors—including two pilots—about forty to fifty meters away.

Recognizing their plight, he struggles through the freezing ocean, weighed

down by heavy, soaked clothing.

2. Rescue Unity: Upon reaching the group, composed of fellow

 servicemen and pilots, the reality of their dire situation sets in. With the

freezing temperatures threatening their lives, they quickly establish a sense

of camaraderie, sharing their limited resources and encouraging each other
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Chapter 28 Summary: 

On May 19, the Sea King helicopter tragically went down, resulting in the

 most significant single loss of personnel for the Regiment since World War

II. Twenty-two men lost their lives in the crash, with D and G Squadrons

bearing the brunt of the loss, accounting for twenty fatalities. This number

far exceeded casualties from previous operations, marking an unprecedented

low moment for the unit. Among the deceased were Corporal Dave Love,

Flight Lieutenant Garth Hawkins, Paddy O’Connor, and several senior

NCOs from 19 Troop. Consequently, the Mountain Troop found itself

crippled, with over fifty percent of its strength lost.

The aftermath of the crash left those who survived grappling with the

enormity of what had occurred. Gradually, they began to piece together the

fateful moments leading to the disaster, recounting their experiences and

sharing speculation about the cause of the crash. Accidents happen in war;

perhaps it was a bird strike or mechanical failure. Despite their endless

theories, none could fully grasp the reason behind the helicopter's descent

into the sea.

As the survivors went through the painful process of assessing their

comrades' fates, the headquarters worked tirelessly to compile casualty lists.

Notifications began reaching families back in the UK, where the reality of

loss struck harshly. However, amidst this chaos, life aboard the ship
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continued as usual, with meals and distractions helping to mask the

underlying grief.

The survivors eventually transferred to the SS Canberra, a makeshift hospital

ship. Though tasked with medical care, Canberra also bore a stark contrast to

the warships surrounding it, being a civilian liner now caught in a military

conflict. Upon arrival, the men quickly went through medical examinations

and assessments, with a psychiatric evaluation being a standard procedure

for those involved in traumatic events. Yet, the desire to return to their

squadron remained strong among many survivors.

As dawn broke on the shores of the Falklands, the amphibious group

prepared for landing. With the sun rising, providing an ideal morning for air

operations, British forces commenced their assault, but they were met with

immediate enemy resistance. The subsequent air attacks revealed the true

dangers of their situation, as aircraft targeted the fleet with increasing

aggression. The sound of gunfire and explosions became common, and the

men on Canberra listened helplessly, wishing to participate in the fight.

Throughout the day, as they fell into combat watch routines of sheltering

during attacks, the pressure and fear mounted. Units from 3 Commando

Brigade landed on the beaches, engaging with Argentine forces while the

ship bore witness to the escalating conflict. Amid the chaos, the mental toll

of remaining off the frontline weighed heavily on the men, filled with envy
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and frustration at being sidelined during such crucial confrontations.

The attacks intensified, leading to damaged ships, numerous casualties, and

an urgent need for medical resources. As Canberra’s medical staff scrambled

to prepare for incoming injuries, decisions had to be made regarding the

ship's safety in response to the threats it faced. Ultimately, in the face of

impending air attacks and with casualties rising, the command called for

Canberra to retreat to the safety of the open sea, sparking a frantic effort to

disembark medical support before the evacuation.

In a fortunate turn of events, the chance for one of the men to rejoin his

squadron arose just as the ship prepared to leave. Seizing the moment for a

possible return to the fight, he left behind comforts and camaraderie, diving

into the fray of chaos with hope that his involvement would matter once

more. As he set off through the bustling corridors of the ship, the urgency of

the situation pushed him forward, aiming for the gunport doors that would

lead to his squadron and the battlefield.

Ultimately, in this harrowing chapter of conflict, themes of loss, trauma,

camaraderie, and the desire to serve one's unit illuminate the brutal realities

of warfare, striking deep within the hearts and minds of those who endured

it.
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Chapter 29 Summary: 

The story begins with a detailed depiction of a large landing craft, a versatile

 vehicle used for military operations, which weighs 120 tonnes and is

capable of transporting significant combat resources, such as a main battle

tank or a substantial number of troops. As the craft bobbed in the turbulent

sea, the Royal Marine crew worked diligently to avoid collisions with the

Canberra’s hull. The craft’s movement created a precarious situation,

highlighting the dangers of boarding it as the waves fluctuated wildly,

making the jump from the vessel particularly treacherous for soldiers

weighed down by heavy packs.

As the protagonist assists in unloading medical supplies, careful timing and

coordination are crucial, showcasing the urgency and intensity of military

logistics. After successfully transferring supplies, the landing craft sailed

away from the Canberra under the powerful roar of its engines, marking the

transition to Ajax Bay. This journey held deep significance, as the

protagonist reflected on the bravery of civilians like Suzie West, who risked

much during attacks despite not being combatants. Their involvement

underscored a sense of shared responsibility in an unexpected conflict

situation.

Upon reaching Ajax Bay, the landing craft swiftly disembarked on a shingle

beach. The protagonist participated in a human chain to unload equipment,
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enduring cold and labor but drawing warmth from camaraderie and the

shared mission. After completing the demanding task and retreating back

onto the landing craft, the protagonist observed the controlled chaos aboard

the vessel, filled with military personnel preparing for the next phase of their

operation.

As the craft approached HMS Intrepid, the atmosphere turned increasingly

intense. The protagonist navigated through the noise and bustle to find his

unit—D Squadron. Ignoring medical orders and risking disciplinary

consequences, he instinctively sought out his comrades rather than retreating

from the conflict, demonstrating his commitment to action over compliance.

With a careful approach, he managed to blend in among the sailors, avoiding

senior officers on board while making his way to the galley. This strategic

maneuver highlighted his determination and resourcefulness in a potentially

career-jeopardizing situation. Inside the galley, he found sustenance and the

possibility of reconnection with his unit, ultimately leading to an emotional

reunion with the D Squadron soldiers. Their familiar banter and camaraderie

provided a sense of belonging, affirming that the protagonist had indeed

returned to where he belonged after a challenging and tumultuous journey.

The chapter emphasizes themes of bravery, loyalty, and the complexities of

military life amid the chaos of conflict, evoking a vivid picture of the

realities faced by those in service.
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Chapter 30: 

The events described in Chapter 30 of "SAS" by Mark Aston depict a

 poignant moment in the narrative of D Squadron as they grapple with the

heavy loss of comrades during the Falklands War. Despite the outward

appearances of stoicism and indifference to those unfamiliar with their

situation, the internal impact of the fatalities was profound. The camaraderie

built over shared experiences, both on and off duty, underscored the

emotional toll of loss. Danny West's private grief after compiling the

casualty list and John Hamilton's subsequent descent into alcohol highlight

the struggles each individual faced in coping with their sorrow alone.

1. Leadership in Grief: The Squadron's commanding officer, Mike Rose,

 addressed the troops following the tragedy, acknowledging the losses while

encouraging them to remain focused on their mission. He provided

assurances regarding the welfare of the victims’ families, reinforcing the

collective resilience necessary to continue the fight. The use of black humor

during a subsequent air raid signified a coping mechanism, cutting through

the tension and uniting the troops in a shared moment of levity amidst chaos.

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Chapter 31 Summary: 

The atmosphere aboard the HMS Intrepid was charged with anticipation as

 the crew finally took to the skies after enduring a day of relentless air

strikes, feeling a mix of relief and concern. The Argentine air force had

shifted its strategy, opting to target the logistics ships in San Carlos Water

rather than the warships in Falkland Sound, effectively increasing the danger

in the region where Intrepid was anchored. Despite the enemy's aerial

assaults having missed their mark on Intrepid, they managed to inflict

damage on three LSLs. As darkness fell, the air attacks subsided, but a dense

fog shrouded the Sea Kings' path as they navigated inland toward Mount

Kent.

As the helicopters hovered for over an hour without locating the intended

landing site for Cedric's patrol, the reality of the situation became evident:

the Sea Kings were low on fuel. They were forced to land on an isolated

ridge, shrouded in fog and uncertainty about enemy presence. Utilizing a

newly deployed thermal imaging camera, Danny West’s team made a risky

assessment. Initially, an operator's frantic exclamation of being

“surrounded” sent waves of alarm, but Danny soon clarified the

situation—what they detected were simply sheep rather than enemy forces. 

Against this unsettling backdrop, the squadron braced for an unsettling night

amidst the cold elements, lacking sufficient warmth or shelter. As dawn
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broke, the mist began to lift, and although the teams were at the mercy of the

weather, the Sea Kings returned to extract them just in time. Their descent

back to Intrepid coincided with Argentina’s National Day, a point of

heightened tension, as military analysts speculated that this day would likely

witness a fierce counter-strike from the enemy.

Upon arrival on the flight deck, the air raid sirens blared, signaling the crew

to take immediate cover. However, they were acutely aware of their

opportunity; over fifty armed personnel defied orders to seek shelter as

enemy Skyhawks neared, daringly preparing to engage the invading aircraft.

Chaos erupted as gunfire and cannons filled the air, culminating in jubilation

when it was confirmed that one of the hostile jets was shot down. However,

this victory was momentarily clouded by a mild reprimand from command,

noting that the rifle fire had unintentionally struck a neighboring vessel.

Post-engagement, the squadron was directed ashore near the 3 Commando

Brigade logistics area for safety concerns, but they remained separated from

operations, observing the fervent activity around them. As the brigade

coordinated resupply efforts, the atmosphere turned more relaxed; there was

laughter and camaraderie among the squadron members, imbibing the sun

and shooting at the occasional aircraft that filled the sky, a welcome

diversion from their previous confinement aboard the ship. 

This temporary reprieve brought a sense of healing from previous traumatic
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events, fostering a reinvigorated team spirit. Yet, the exhilarating mood was

darkened in retrospect as the Argentine air force, undeterred, raided

throughout their National Day, ultimately sinking the destroyer HMS

Coventry and critically damaging the Atlantic Conveyor—losses that would

profoundly affect the Task Force and complicate future missions for the

squadron. 

1. Shifting Strategies: Highlighting a pivotal change in enemy tactics, the

Argentine air force redirected their focus towards logistics ships, marking a

new phase in the conflict that elevated risks for British naval operations.

   

2. Crisis Management: Amidst low visibility and fuel issues, the squadron

was forced to adapt, culminating in a cold and uncertain night that

underscored the unpredictability of warfare.

3. Resilience and Healing: The squadron's ability to engage effectively with

the enemy showcased their resilience, while moments of levity fostered a

bond that helped them recover from shared trauma.

4. Unforeseen Consequences: The drastic outcomes of air engagements

significantly impacted future military operations, foreshadowing the

ramifications of losses that would ripple through the Task Force’s planning.
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Chapter 32 Summary: 

In the midst of a tense military operation, the narrative unfolds with a group

 of soldiers transported by helicopters, which quickly become isolated from

their command unit upon landing. As they set foot on the inhospitable

terrain around Mount Kent, they immediately perceive the harshness of their

environment: the biting cold and high winds penetrate their gear as they

anxiously await their orders.

1. Awareness of Enemy Territory: The soldiers recognize that they have

ventured deep into enemy territory, with faint tracer fire hinting at an

imminent threat. Their immediate task is to set up a mortar position in the

challenging landscape, which involves navigating wet, uneven ground and

carrying heavy equipment. The camaraderie among them shines through in

their banter, as they use humor to cope with the biting cold and demanding

physical exertion.

2. Establishing Defensive Positions: Upon reaching the designated location,

they dig into the wet peat to establish a shell scrape while grappling with the

limitations of the terrain. The strategic layout of their position, as ordered by

their commander Cedric, is meticulously crafted to provide mutual support

among troops and control the surrounding landscape. The group recognizes

the necessity of maintaining a hold on the dominant Mount Kent to prevent

the Argentine forces from gaining strength in the area.
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3. Vigilance and Patrolling: As dawn breaks, the soldiers transition into a

defensive posture, vigilant against potential enemy assaults. They engage in

patrols while also contending with the unyielding cold and their worsening

physical conditions. Their primitive living conditions feature damp boots

and inadequate insulation, forcing them into a cycle of wet clothing and the

constant threat of trench foot. The hardships of war are exacerbated by the

relentless weather and the concern of potential detection by enemy forces.

4. Resourcefulness in Adversity: The troops rely on limited rations of arctic

food, a monotonous diet that fails to satisfy their nutritional needs but ties

them together as they share moments of camaraderie through mealtime.

With the onset of dark nights, their tactical restraint becomes even stricter:

no smoking, no cooking, and no unnecessary noise detract from the already

scant warmth and comfort. The realities of their situation become stark,

bolstered only by fleeting joys like the warmth from a shared meal.

5. Waiting for Reinforcements: As they await reinforcements, the soldiers

grapple with feelings of anxiety and hope, aware that their very hold on

Mount Kent might dictate the success of subsequent operations. Each day

consists of cautious vigilance and endurance, combined with the anticipation

of their fellow units arriving to relieve them from the precarious position

they are holding. The uncertainty regarding the timing of these

reinforcements weighs heavily on their spirits as they seek to endure the
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harsh elements.

The narrative encapsulates the soldier's experience amid the tension of war

and the elements, emphasizing themes of camaraderie, resilience, and the

critical nature of strategic positioning on the battlefield. As they wait for

reinforcements, their primary objective remains clear: to ensure the enemy

does not seize control of the vital Mount Kent, holding steadfast against a

backdrop of physical discomfort and psychological strain.
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Chapter 33: 

In Chapter 33 of "SAS" by Mark Aston, the narrative unfolds against the

 dramatic backdrop of the Falklands conflict, focusing on the military

operations aimed at advancing forces to Mount Kent. The plans were

initially designed to utilize four heavy-lift CH-47 Chinook helicopters for

the airlift of critical artillery and troop units. However, the sinking of the

Atlantic Conveyor by Exocet missiles on May 25 severely limited resources

to just one Chinook, necessitating numerous Sea King helicopter trips that

complicated logistics further. 

Political pressures from London intensified the urgency for the 3 Commando

Brigade to demonstrate rapid progress against Argentine forces holding the

San Carlos bridgehead. There was a divide in strategic opinions: Mike Rose

advocated for an immediate thrust toward Mount Kent, while others

supported prioritizing the ongoing battle efforts, which led to a delay in

securing Mount Kent and deploying 42 Commando.

As events unfolded, on May 29, 2 PARA (Parachute Regiment) commenced
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Chapter 34 Summary: 

The harrowing moments of combat unfold as two distinct narratives of

 survival and injury coalesce in the fog of war. As enemy fire intensified, the

sensation of time seemed distorted; everything slowed while bullets whistled

through the air like enraged insects. With incoming rounds striking the

rocks, one soldier found himself manning a makeshift cover and reflecting

on his own vulnerabilities. The skirmish, which erupted suddenly but lasted

mere minutes, drew on both sides' military training. As the Argentinian

forces withdrew under the cover of darkness, silence reclaimed the valley,

punctuated only by the shouts of soldiers regrouping and assessing

casualties.

1. The aftermath of the firefight revealed that while some had escaped

unscathed, two troopers sustained injuries requiring immediate medical

attention. The urgency escalated as the ranking officer conducted a roll call,

initially breathing a sigh of relief until a world of concern narrowed to the

absence of one key member, Dickie. Rushed to administer first aid, the

narrator’s skills derived from civilian medical training emerged critically.

What followed was a frantic yet methodical approach to stabilize the

wounded, utilizing medical supplies even as the uncertainty of evacuation

loomed. 

2. Dickie's injury—a deep bullet wound—was examined under dire
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circumstances. The gravity of the situation offered a window for reflection

on the random nature of survival in combat; a mere fraction to the left or

right could have altered the outcome drastically. As they tended to the

bleeding, humor briefly flickered amidst the tension, emphasizing a bond

formed through shared ordeal. Sadly, however, evacuation plans were

disrupted by logistical challenges, which meant they had to remain in

precarious conditions, reliant on improvised care and huddled warmth.

3. Dawn brought clarity, though not comfort. No signs of the enemy were

evident, yet some discarded supplies revealed unexpected

treasures—Argentinian rations and gear that compared favorably to their

own. This moment of levity provided a welcome distraction, as soldiers

scavenged what might boost their morale. The discovery of night vision

goggles and comically palatable rations, like vicuña meat, marked a shift

from despair to rudimentary joy amid adversity.

4. Fortified by their good fortune but still threatened by lingering enemy

presence, the decision to engage the retreating Argentine patrol arose, but

was quickly squashed by orders from the commanding officer, who deemed

further engagement unnecessary. Yet, the specter of violence was not over. A

sudden ambush recounted the tension of the previous night, as enemy

soldiers appeared on the periphery, testing their resolve once more. The

chaos of resumed gunfire propelled them into another round of action, where

mortars and GPMGs were employed to fend off the enemies, resulting in
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additional casualties among their ranks.

5. As they waited in limbo for medical evacuation, the harshness of the cold

and conditions raised concerns for Dickie's recovery. Enemy bodies were

buried with makeshift markers, a somber reminder of the price of conflict.

The narrative unraveled the ambiguous motives of the Argentine troops;

whether probing for intelligence or seeking to regroup, their presence

blurred the lines between operational strategy and chaotic survival instinct.

6. In a bid for intervention, RAF GR3 Harriers burst onto the scene,

signaling a profound hope yet underscoring the audacity of their mission.

Their outdated technology juxtaposed with the modern battlefield created

tension within the troop's ranks—with distant explosions indicating a

successful strike against surrounding Argentine troops. 

Throughout these moments, camaraderie amidst struggle illustrated the

resilience of the soldiers, navigating through injury, enemy forces, and harsh

terrain while reflecting on luck and fate's role in survival when each second

counted. This testament to human endurance and fleeting comfort in shared

experiences unfolded in a theater where life hung in a delicate balance,

drawing a poignant picture of war's complexities. Whether through laughter

amid dire circumstances or the weight of loss, these lessons remained firmly

etched in the soldiers' collective memory and identity.
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Chapter 35 Summary: 

The narrative unfolds with a five-man Argentine patrol being dropped off by

 helicopter near Estancia House, positioned strategically beyond an ambush

set by 16 Troop. As dusk approached, they began to move towards British

lines, prompting action from Mountain Troop, who engaged the enemy from

a distance. The firefight intensified as British machine guns and a sniper,

Binsy, provided cover, causing the Argentine troops to seek refuge behind

rocky cover.

In response to the enemy's positioning, John Hamilton called for mortar

support. The team sprang into action, working seamlessly together. Nige

expertly calculated the coordinates for mortar fire, while Jake adjusted the

C2 sight to ensure accurate targeting. The mortar crew's synchronized efforts

resulted in an effective barrage landing among the Argentinian patrol,

forcing them to surrender—a testament to the crew's training and proficiency

under pressure. John relayed the successful impact of the rounds back,

marveling at their effectiveness.

As the night progressed, the focus shifted to evacuation. The team prepared

their wounded, among them Dickie, who would require extra assistance to

reach the helicopter landing site. Just as they began transporting him,

helicopters approached, highlighting the urgency of the situation as tracer

fire illuminated the dark sky around them. The helicopters—Sea Kings and a
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Chinook—landed amidst the chaos, bringing in more troops while

simultaneously evacuating the wounded.

The arrival of Mike Rose, along with journalist Max Hastings, underscored

the broader context of the conflict. Hastings, desperate to retrieve his

missing cameras amidst the firefight, showcased the chaotic blend of war

and media presence. The British troops remained busy, servicing mortars

and responding to calls for artillery support, with the Marines setting up

alongside them.

Throughout the night, the skirmishes continued, augmented by the arrival of

105 mm shells from the Marines, dramatically altering the battlefield

dynamics. The artillery fire provided much-needed assistance against the

Argentine forces, who, despite their best efforts, struggled to respond

accurately. 

With the British occupying the higher ground, they became increasingly

confident. They were no longer isolated, bolstered by reinforcements like the

3 PARA and 45 Commando, who had advanced impressively from San

Carlos. This tightening grip around the capital meant the British were

preparing for a concerted assault on Stanley, the ultimate goal of their

campaign. 

However, as other British units geared up to advance, 19 Troop received
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orders for a mission further west, indicating the fluid and shifting nature of

military operations in this tense theater of conflict. The camaraderie, skill,

and resolve exhibited by individuals amid the brutality of war painted a

vivid picture of life on the ground during this pivotal moment in history.
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Chapter 36: 

The atmosphere inside the helicopter was palpable, as worn-out soldiers

 reflected their extreme fatigue after a grueling week on Mount Kent. Each

face revealed the marks of exhaustion; beards were unkempt, skin burned

and chapped, and eyes exhibited the weariness of days devoid of proper rest.

The surrounding men echoed my own fatigue, all of us yearning for a

shower, a warm meal, and a chance to sleep comfortably aboard the ship. As

the Sea King helicopter neared its destination, our hopes were momentarily

dashed when we were informed of a busy flight deck, forcing us into a

holding pattern off HMS Fearless.

The late afternoon sunlight revealed a bustling anchorage, rife with small

crafts ferrying supplies to the beach logistics dumps, while memories of the

medical dressing station at Ajax Bay crept into my mind. It was a stark

reminder of the wounded soldiers who were treated in dire conditions. The

medics there worked tirelessly to stabilize the injured, a grim but necessary

task amidst the crumbling remnants of the old slaughterhouse. It was

comforting to know that every casualty who reached Ajax Bay survived, a
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Chapter 37 Summary: 

The evening prior to the patrol was marked by a crucial meeting on the flight

 deck, where Cedric, the commander, urged the team to remain cautious and

return safely. With the Sea King helicopter cranking its engines in the

backdrop, the expedition into West Falkland began with a drop-off near Port

Howard, followed by a reconnaissance march under the cover of a moonless

night and a chilling southwest wind. Although laden with nearly 100 pounds

of equipment, the terrain was manageable compared to earlier experiences in

Pebble Island and Mount Kent.

However, as they progressed, the patrol was unexpectedly halted by the

sudden appearance of a fence line ahead, which suggested they had strayed

too close to enemy positions. Realizing this miscalculation indicated they

were near Argentine soldiers, they hurriedly retreated into darkness to avoid

detection. Time was critical; not only were they compromising their stealth,

but the imminent naval bombardment posed a lethal threat, pushing them to

navigate away quickly from the potentially fatal vicinity.

Once hitting a dirt track, the team’s speed increased, but the open nature of

the path exposed them to enemy fire. As dawn approached, they struggled

against the elements and terrain, seeking refuge from both enemy sight and

friendly fire. Eventually, they found brief concealment in a shallow

depression, which, while offering limited shelter, was still dangerous given

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


their close proximity to Argentine troops.

After securing a temporary hideout, Ade directed a precarious radio

operation, attempting to communicate with their command, but the terrain

blocked an effective signal. This communication failure heightened their

sense of vulnerability, convincing them to remain alert and beneath cover

until dark.

Back at the Squadron’s operations room, concerns were emerging about the

lack of contact with their patrol. Radio transmissions had halted, keeping the

team’s fate uncertain within the bounds of standard operating procedures.

Meanwhile, John and Roy, positioned away but still tasked with

reconnaissance, keenly observed nearby enemy activities, mapping

coordinates of Argentine troop movements and artillery placements.

Their operational area near the settlement revealed a well-occupied enemy

force, underscored by the discovery of a large artillery piece and the

presence of many troop formations. Despite being at a safe distance, the

realization of being under-armed against a battalion-sized enemy left them

wary of their strategic stand.

The realization dawned that they needed to secure better communications if

they were to relay intelligence back to their Squadron effectively. Yet with a

barrage of electronic interference blocking signals, they faced an
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increasingly precarious situation. The threat of their Argentine rivals soon

loomed larger as the patrol found themselves tangled in a web of dwindling

resources and vigilance needed to combat the implications of their isolation.

In summary, this chapter highlights the tense atmosphere surrounding the

patrol's mission—reflecting the themes of urgency, strategic navigation, and

the stark impact of unforeseen obstacles in the face of enemy presence while

underscoring the challenges of maintaining communication in hostile

territory, illustrating the precarious nature of military operations amidst the

looming uncertainties of war.
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Chapter 38 Summary: 

Amid a tense midday scenario, I attempted to establish radio communication

 with D Squadron when two high-velocity rounds whizzed overhead,

awakening my companion Binsy. With instinctive urgency, he grabbed his

rifle while I signaled caution regarding the presence of enemy forces nearby.

I swiftly relayed critical information about an enemy patrol of eight men

positioned less than 800 meters away. Our hearts raced as we braced for

potential combat, knowing we were isolated without any external support.

The agonizing wait was broken when Ade, our link to the forward OP,

informed us the enemy was merely foraging, likely hunting sheep, and had

not noticed our presence. Together, we sighed in relief as the threat

dissipated, though it raised questions about the enemy's desperate measures

for sustenance.

The situation in the area was clarified through observations from our

forward position. John, observing from a ridgeline, spotted civilians feeding

offal to the Argentinian troops. This alarming revelation suggested that the

Argies were indeed struggling for food, resorting to eating mutton from the

sheep slaughtered by local farmers. 

Realizing we were still too close to enemy activity, Binsy and I agreed to

relocate under the cover of darkness. We systematically dismantled our old
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position and traveled six kilometers to establish a new observation post (OP)

on a higher vantage point. By first light, we had set up a position that

provided clear sightlines over Fox Bay and, after three days of silence,

successfully reestablished radio communication with Squadron HQ.

The new OP, while advantageous, also posed risks. We discovered the

nearby Mount Sulivan was occupied by an Argentine platoon, armed and

ready to target us. This meant we were effectively within range of their

machine guns, and if spotted, we would be vulnerable to artillery strikes. 

After assessing the situation, Ade recommended we remain at our current

location during daylight to avoid detection, prioritizing our safety over

immediate movement. I prepared to send a situation report (SITREP) back to

Squadron, relieved to finally maintain communication and keep them

updated on our operational status.

1. A tense radio communication attempt revealed the presence of enemy

patrols, heightening alertness and readiness for combat.

2. Initial fears subsided as it became clear the enemy was simply foraging,

highlighting their resource scarcity.

3. Civilians were observed feeding offal to Argentinian troops, indicating

desperation among enemy forces for food.

4. After relocating to a new OP, we successfully regained communication

with HQ, offering vital updates.
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5. The discovery of an enemy platoon nearby underscored the need for

strategic caution and the importance of remaining undetected.
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Chapter 39: 

The weather was unforgiving as rain and snow swept through the area,

 casting a chill over the team observing the settlement for three long days.

Their mission involved meticulously documenting enemy movements and

fortifications at Fox Bay, where they noted artillery repositioning, daily

routines, and the soldiers' strength and positions. Each day was a struggle

against the harsh elements, with the team working in shifts under

bone-numbing cold, surviving primarily on hot tea and their limited rations. 

Nighttime brought a brief respite in the form of exercise, yet it also

presented risks. During a water run, one soldier had a near-incident with a

few startled geese, highlighting the constant tension of both combat

readiness and survival in a hostile environment. The aerial threat was

ever-present, with an Argentine helicopter frequently flying overhead, but

fortune smiled upon them as it seemingly overlooked their hideout.

Communication with higher command was a repetitive endeavor, often met

with silence or a simple “nothing for you.” As their focus remained fixed on
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Chapter 40 Summary: 

The narrative recounts a harrowing series of events faced by a patrol during

 the tumultuous days of the Falklands conflict, particularly highlighting the

aftermath of terrible losses and the precariousness of their situation. 

1. Tragic Loss and Immediate Consequences: The chapter opens with

 the shocking news of John’s death and Roy’s capture, which underscores

the perilous environment in which the soldiers operate. Roy, initially thought

to be killed, is instead imprisoned under horrific conditions in Port Howard,

heightening the urgency for the remaining team members to adapt and

continue their mission. The loss of Roy also means that vital one-time pad

codes have fallen into enemy hands, complicating communication.

2. The Challenge of Communication: As the remaining soldiers work to

 adapt to changing circumstances, they face technical and environmental

challenges in re-establishing secure communication through a

time-consuming process of creating a new one-time pad. Despite freezing

conditions and incessant Morse code interruptions, the protagonist

perseveres, demonstrating a strong commitment to their comrades and

mission despite their discomfort.

3. Desperation of the Captured Soldier: Meanwhile, Roy endures brutal

 conditions in captivity. He is interrogated and threatened by his captors,
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demonstrating the psychological games at play in warfare. His ability to

withstand the initial questioning reveals his training and resilience, even as

he faces intense pressure and the looming threat of physical harm.

4. The Conflict Escalates: The narrative reveals the broader conflict

 around them, as military engagements continue and the team’s own position

becomes increasingly precarious. As Argentine patrols become more

frequent, the soldiers must weigh the risks of remaining hidden versus

relocating to a potentially safer location.

5. Struggles with Sustenance: The psychological and physiological toll of

 hunger becomes a secondary antagonist. Having run out of food, the

soldiers undergo intense physical suffering while trying to maintain their

alertness and readiness. Their hunger is momentarily forgotten with a

humorous exchange regarding the logistics of basic human needs while

remaining concealed, revealing camaraderie amid adversity.

6. The Breaking Point: Character fatigue and the harsh conditions of

 their surroundings contribute to a weakening resolve. They observe the state

of the Argentine troops, indicating a mutual suffering that transcends

national divides amidst the chaos of war. The dire need for provisions and

strategic movement becomes compelling and immediate.

7. Unexpected Surrender: The tension culminates with the surprising
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 news of the Argentine surrender. This abrupt shift in the war's trajectory not

only portends an end to hostilities but brings with it uncertainty about their

continued exposure to the elements without food.

8. The Decision to Emerge: As they prepare to move to an extraction

 point, their vulnerability is exacerbated by lingering doubts about the

surrender's implications. Their cautious decision-making process is shared in

a blend of humor and dread, as they realize the potential consequences of

exposing themselves.

9. Final Resurgence and Resolve: Ultimately, their collective decision to

 stand and reveal themselves underlines the solidarity and hope that emerges

after prolonged trials. The enemy's cautious yet empathetic response mirrors

their own fears, culminating in an emotional and poignant closure to their

ordeal. 

In essence, this chapter captures the essence of war’s brutal realities

balanced by the resilience of the human spirit, exploring themes of loss,

camaraderie, endurance, and the complexities of survival against

overwhelming odds.
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Chapter 41 Summary: 

Ten days after the final battles of the Falkland conflict, the personnel of D

 Squadron found themselves poised for departure at Stanley airport. As the

engines of the C-130 RAF Hercules roared, tension brewed between a

Regiment operations officer and an Intelligence Corps major over who

would board first. D Squadron, particularly Mountain Troop, had remained

notably inactive during the climactic operations, as other troops engaged in

fierce combat while they awaited deployment. Despite a harrowing

diversionary raid near Stanley that resulted in some light casualties, their

wounds were minor compared to the intensity of the encounters that

unfolded.

Among the members of the Squadron, Bilbo emerged as a poignant figure.

He had narrowly avoided a more dangerous duty and chose to remain in the

shadows while others faced fierce fighting. His counterpart, Roy, on the

other hand, had engaged valiantly with the enemy, ultimately resulting in his

capture and subsequent release once surrender news reached him. Roy's

story was marked by a bittersweet return; despite enduring interrogation, he

was highly respected by his captors for his bravery. The remnants of his gear

painted a vivid picture of conflict, with bullet holes in his jacket that

narrowly missed him.

Surroundings at the airfield bore stark reminders of warfare; remnants of
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Argentine equipment littered the area, alongside the disarray left by the

soldiers. The remnants of human degradation told a sordid tale of occupation

and misuse, painting a grim picture of those who had tread upon the islands.

As the lights dimmed on the C-130 during its return to Brize Norton, the

passengers experienced a poignant sense of homecoming. The vibrant

English countryside below served as a stark contrast to their recent

harrowing experiences. They were met only by a customs officer, somewhat

a metaphor for the lack of recognition of their sacrifices. The profound

nature of the journey back struck them more in the empty bus seats rather

than the long flight home, as they reflected on the seven members of their

Squadron who had been evacuated due to injuries, with some, tragically, not

making it back at all.

The sorrow of loss was palpable, especially the grief of comrades like

Lawrence Gallagher, whose family faced unfathomable heartache from his

absence. Meanwhile, John Hamilton received honors posthumously for his

gallantry, though they could hardly ease the pain felt by those he left behind.

The weight of such losses pressed upon the returning soldiers, causing

muted reflection as they returned to the familiar lanes of home.

Upon returning to domestic life, the protagonist experienced a mixture of

relief and unease. The comforts of home were reassuring but starkly

contrasting to the chaos left behind. Initial joy was tinged with an urge to
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reconnect with fellow soldiers who had shared the ordeal. It was not long

before the routine of military life resumed, with D Squadron re-assuming

their counter-terrorism responsibilities. Watching the larger contingent return

with a fanfare served as a clear reminder of the differing experiences shared

among ranks; their homecoming was understated yet significant, driven by

personal bonds forged in conflict.

Throughout the past few months in the Falklands, D Squadron excelled due

to professionalism, training, and unwavering commitment that distinguished

them from their adversaries. They demonstrated resilience against

adversities and cultivated a spirit of unity among themselves and with the

broader military forces. The journey was not merely about individual valor

but rather an extraordinary collaboration amongst all units involved,

illustrating the essence of shared responsibility and mutual reliance in the

crucible of war. Success stemmed from taking risks, equality in dedication,

and learning to adapt amid chaos, encapsulating the inexorable bond of

comradeship, marking them as veterans whose experiences may have

remained largely unspoken yet deeply understood.
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