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About the book

In "Sing," Keith Getty invites readers on a transformative journey that

explores the profound significance of congregational singing in the life of

the church and the individual believer. Rooted in rich biblical truth and

theological depth, Getty artfully unpacks how music serves as a powerful

expression of faith, community, and worship that transcends generations and

cultures. This compelling work not only highlights the joy and necessity of

singing together but also challenges us to embrace our voices as instruments

of praise, encouraging us to rediscover the heart of worship in our everyday

lives. Whether you’re a church leader, musician, or someone seeking to

deepen your faith, "Sing" offers inspiration and practical wisdom that will

resonate long after the last note has faded.
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About the author

Keith Getty is a renowned Northern Irish composer and hymn writer,

celebrated for his contributions to modern Christian worship music. Along

with his wife, Kristyn Getty, he has penned numerous beloved hymns that

blend traditional melodies with contemporary themes, inviting congregations

to engage in heartfelt worship. Getty's works are characterized by rich

theological depth and an emphasis on the importance of singing in the life of

the Christian community. He has collaborated with various artists and

participates actively in hymn-writing initiatives, aiming to inspire a new

generation of worshippers to embrace the power of song in their faith

journeys.
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Chapter 1 Summary: Prelude: Sing!

In the opening chapter of "Sing" by Keith Getty, the author passionately

 discusses the significance of congregational singing within the Christian

faith. He invites readers to reflect on the transformative nature of music in

worship and the joy it brings both to individual believers and to the broader

church community. This exploration is pivotal as it underscores that singing

is not merely an ancillary aspect of worship, but a fundamental expression of

what it means to be part of the Church.

1. The journey of the Gettys from Northern Ireland to the U.S. is rooted in

their mission to promote congregational singing. While their primary focus

has traditionally been on hymn-writing and musical performance, they have

increasingly realized the importance of fostering discussions about how

congregations sing during worship. This conversation has illuminated a

concerning trend: many church leaders prioritize musical performance over

the quality of congregational participation, often overlooking the collective

act of singing as a measure of a service’s success.

2. The author acknowledges various reasons why individuals may struggle

with singing in church—from personal loss to the challenges of family

dynamics, or simply the busyness of life. He emphasizes that every believer,

regardless of their experience or expertise in singing, is invited to participate

in this communal act of worship. He cites scriptural references to highlight
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that singing is not just encouraged, but is a vital part of the Christian

identity, allowing believers to express gratitude and declare God’s praises

collectively.

3. The chapter delves into the historical context of congregational singing,

spotlighting Martin Luther's impactful role during the Reformation. Luther

viewed singing as integral to worship and firmly believed that a biblical

church is characterized by active participation in all aspects of the service,

especially in singing. His commitment to empowering congregational voices

was revolutionary and encapsulated an understanding that the act of singing

connects the congregation both to God and to each other.

4. Getty articulates five aims for the book, each rooted in fostering a deeper

appreciation for congregational singing. These goals include discovering the

joy of singing, understanding its impact on life, cultivating family singing

practices, equipping churches for heartfelt worship, and recognizing singing

as a profound witness to the world. 

5. Throughout the chapter, the author emphasizes the need for a reformation

in how churches view and implement congregational singing. This requires a

shift from merely performing music to nurturing a love for singing among

congregants. Getty contemplates the diversity of worship experiences across

various church settings, encouraging readers to appreciate the unique ways

communities express their faith through music.
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6. Finally, readers are prompted with reflective questions, inviting them to

consider their personal experiences with singing in church. These inquiries

encourage self-examination regarding the role of music in spiritual

development and challenge assumptions about evaluating worship based on

style rather than the richness of participation.

In conclusion, the chapter serves as a heartfelt call to reclaim the joyful act

of singing together in worship, reinforcing that every voice is valued in the

chorus of praise to God. The essence of congregational singing is not merely

in the act itself, but in the deep connections formed between the singers, the

church, and their Creator.
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Chapter 2 Summary: Created to . . . Sing!

In Chapter 1 of "Sing" by Keith Getty, the author emphasizes that singing is

 intrinsic to our being as human creations of God. This chapter presents a

profound exploration of the nature of singing, its importance in worship, and

its role in human expression, encapsulated in several key principles.

1. Inherent Design to Sing: Getty asserts that everyone is designed to

 sing, reflecting on the natural inclination to create music that begins in

childhood. He draws a parallel between the creation of human life and song,

suggesting that singing is not simply a social or artistic endeavor, but a

fundamental aspect of our existence, rooted in God’s intentional design.

Each of us possesses the same vocal mechanics, which reveal that singing is

embedded in our DNA—an expression of our created nature meant for

glorifying God.

2. Singing Beyond Skill: Addressing those who may feel they cannot sing

 well, the author highlights that the act of singing is more about the heart's

intention than technical proficiency. God values sincerity and authenticity

over tunefulness. This chapter emphasizes that the church congregation

collectively represents the ultimate choir, where every voice matters

regardless of ability. Singers express their faith and worship together,

reinforcing a sense of community and shared belief.
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3. Engagement of the Whole Being: Singing involves not just the vocal

 cords but the mind and emotions as well. Getty points out that Holy

Scripture demonstrates how God engages our thoughts, imaginations, and

hearts when we sing praises. The ability to remember lyrics and engage

meaningfully with music illustrates how deeply intertwined our emotional

and spiritual lives are with song.

4. Beauty and Creativity: The author posits that God, as the ultimate

 creator, instills in humans a desire for beauty and creativity. Our enjoyment

of aesthetically pleasing experiences is part of this divine design. He argues

that music deepens our understanding and appreciation of beauty, asserting

that songs engage us in ways that spoken words cannot achieve. This desire

for beauty is reflected in the creativity we bring into our communal worship

and the arrangements of our songs.

5. Communal and Cosmic Singing: Getty eloquently explains that when

 we sing, we participate in a larger cosmic song that includes all of creation.

This divine connection is a reflection of our purpose—to glorify God. Citing

biblical references, he illustrates that both humans and nature sing praises to

the Creator, highlighting the joy that comes from aligning our voices with

the universal harmony of worship.

6. Transformation Through Song: The chapter emphasizes that singing

 shapes our identities and experiences. When we sing, especially in worship,
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we step into an opportunity for transformation, as music communicates

deeper truths about God, grace, and redemption. Getty stresses that our

expressions of song should echo divine truths and lead us to experience a

closer relationship with our Creator.

In conclusion, Chapter 1 reveals profound truths about the role of singing in

our spiritual lives—it's more than an expression of art; it's a communal,

creative engagement with God that binds us together in worship and reflects

the glory of our Maker. The essence of singing resonates with personal and

corporate worship, affirming that being created to sing is fundamental to our

humanity and relationship with God. The chapter invites readers to embrace

this gift, regardless of their vocal talent, encouraging everyone to participate

in the beautiful act of singing together.
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Chapter 3: Commanded to . . . Sing!

In this chapter of "Sing," Keith Getty emphasizes the divine command for

 believers to engage in singing, mirroring the necessity and duty of prayer.

Reminiscing about a pivotal conversation with her mother, Kristyn identifies

that just as prayer is a command from God, so is singing. It is crucial to

understand that God's commands are intrinsically beneficial, aligning with

the notion that His guidance brings true freedom. Singing is essential not

just as a duty but also as a means to nourish our spiritual well-being and

foster a joyful relationship with God.

Throughout Scripture, there are over four hundred references to singing,

along with at least fifty direct commands that encourage congregations to

unite in song. This directive is not contingent upon personal preferences or

moods; rather, it is an essential aspect of worship life that must be taken

seriously. The communal aspect of singing, specifically within "the

assembly of the saints," highlights our commitment to worshiping together,

often requiring individual sacrifice of personal musical tastes for the greater

good of the church community.
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Chapter 4 Summary: Compelled to . . . Sing!

In "Sing" by Keith Getty, Chapter 4 delves into the profound relationship

 between the gospel and the act of singing, illustrating that as redeemed

individuals, we are inherently compelled to express our faith through song.

This chapter asserts that singing is not merely an activity but an essential

expression of our hearts, motivated by an overwhelming love from God. 

1. The Core of Our Singing Experience: The essence of worship lies not in

the music itself but in the heartfelt response to God's love and grace. The

transformative power of the gospel ignites a desire to share and express joy

through singing, reflecting the very nature of those who have been saved.

Our singing becomes a declaration of faith, showcasing our commitment to

Christ and reinforcing our identity as a community united by His love.

2. The Nature of Compulsion: The term "compelled" establishes a strong

notion that singing is a natural outpouring of our gratitude for Christ's

sacrifice and resurrection. Paul’s words in 2 Corinthians emphasize that

Christ’s love should drive us to no longer live for ourselves but to proclaim

His glory. The act of singing is intrinsically tied to this revelation of grace

and serves to communicate the gospel both to believers and those who have

yet to encounter Christ.

3. Emotional Freedom through Song: Singing is a response to profound
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truths and revelations. Just as we express joy during significant moments in

life—like sports victories or personal milestones—our love for Christ

propels us to sing joyfully. The gospel frees us from the shackles of sin,

inviting us to celebrate the truth found in Christ, which births songs of joy

and freedom from our burdens. Through Jesus, we are reassured of our

worthiness, encouraging us to sing freely and openly.

4. The Historical Context of Singing in Scripture: The chapter highlights

five distinct moments from Scripture that display this revelatory power of

song—from Moses and Miriam celebrating deliverance after the Red Sea

crossing to the joyous proclamation of the Psalms. Each instance serves to

remind us that singing is not only about personal joy but a communal

celebration of God’s faithfulness, forming a tapestry of shared worship that

is essential to our collective experience of faith.

5. The Enduring Nature of Singing: The chapter emphasizes that while

circumstances may change, our song of salvation endures. Even in dire

situations, as exemplified by Paul and Silas in prison, believers can find

solace and strength in singing. This act becomes a witness to others and a

means of grace that connects the present with the eternal, hinting at the

eternal worship that awaits believers in heaven.

Through these reflections, Getty asserts that the act of singing is a

fundamental aspect of our salvation experience, one that arises from a deep,
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unshakeable joy rooted in the truth of the gospel. As we engage in

congregational singing, we not only express our love for God but also

participate in a transformative communal experience that reverberates

beyond our hearts into the world. The chapter concludes with the notion that

our songs, sung with authenticity and joy, reflect the very essence of the

gospel and how it compels us to sing for all eternity.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Singing as an Expression of Faith

Critical Interpretation: Imagine standing in a room filled with voices,

each note rising to the heavens as a heartfelt response to God’s

overwhelming love. In this moment, you are not just singing; you are

declaring your faith and your identity as a redeemed individual. The

gospel, with its transformative power, ignites a fire within you,

compelling you to express your gratitude and joy through song. Each

lyric becomes a testament to the grace that has saved you, and as you

join in this communal act of worship, you realize that your voice

matters. It opens the door for others to see the hope you carry and to

experience the joy that comes from knowing Christ. In your everyday

life, let this truth inspire you: that singing is not merely an act to fill

the silence, but a vibrant celebration of your faith—one that can touch

hearts, uplift communities, and resonate long beyond the walls of any

gathering.
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Chapter 5 Summary: Sing! . . . with Heart and Mind

In Chapter 5 of "Sing," Keith Getty emphasizes the profound impact of the

 songs we sing on our spiritual lives and overall well-being. He begins with

the assertion that just as the food we consume affects our physical health, the

songs we choose to sing are essential nourishment for our souls. The chapter

outlines four key principles highlighting the significance of singing in the

life of a believer.

1. Singing Transports Sunday’s Truths into Daily Life: The melodies

 and lyrics we engage with during worship have a lasting influence that

reverberates throughout our week. They serve as a soundtrack for our lives,

planting truths in our hearts and minds that guide our actions and shape our

perspective. These songs bolster our faith, provide comfort, and help us

articulate the gospel. Singing reminds us of Biblical truths, counteracts

worldly messages, and strengthens our resolve amid challenges, ensuring

that the right voice—the voice of the Gospel—remains loudest in our hearts.

2. Singing Sustains Us Through Life’s Seasons: Getty encourages a

 diverse and balanced selection of songs to cultivate spiritual health,

reflecting the full spectrum of life experiences. He notes the historical

precedence of songwriters like Cecil Francis Alexander, who wrote hymns

that embedded Biblical truths in the hearts of children, demonstrating the

power of music as a teaching tool. The Psalms, rich in theological depth and
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emotional honesty, should inspire our songs, addressing everything from

profound joy to deep lament. These time-tested texts provide a model for

songs that recognize both the highs and lows of life, guiding us in how to

express our feelings authentically before God.

3. Singing Reminds Us of God’s Faithfulness: Music serves as a

 powerful reminder of God's constancy and grace throughout our lives. The

songs we treasure can mark our faith journey and bring to mind moments of

God’s provision and support in our struggles. By singing hymns like "Great

Is Thy Faithfulness," believers can reflect on past experiences of grace and

strengthen their faith as they trust God for future needs. Songs become

milestones that anchor us in God’s faithfulness, inspiring and equipping us

to handle life's fluctuations.

4. Singing Fixes Our Eyes on Eternity: Getty stresses the importance of

 singing songs infused with the hope of eternity. As believers, our joy should

extend beyond this life, anticipating the joy of our eternal home. He warns

against letting our repertoire be limited to our earthly experiences and

encourages us to include songs that celebrate the promises of heaven,

judgment, and our eternal destiny. By doing so, we prepare ourselves and

our communities to face life’s challenges while keeping the larger picture of

God’s salvation and our future glory in focus, even as we endure life’s trials.

In conclusion, Getty passionately argues that singing is vital to our spiritual
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health and communal faith. Just as a balanced diet draws nourishment, a

playlist of doctrinally rich and varied songs sustains our souls. He urges

readers to reflect on their musical habits, advocate for a diverse and

profound musical palette, and embrace the powerful role of congregational

singing in shaping faith and community. Ultimately, he encourages believers

to cultivate a lifelong love for singing, understanding that we are, in essence,

shaped by what we sing.

Key Principle Description

Singing Transports
Sunday’s Truths into
Daily Life

Songs from worship influence daily actions, reinforce faith, and
remind us of Biblical truths, helping us resist worldly
messages.

Singing Sustains Us
Through Life’s
Seasons

A diverse selection of songs reflects various life experiences,
teaching and addressing the full range of emotions through
music.

Singing Reminds Us
of God’s Faithfulness

Music serves as a reminder of God's grace and provision,
marking milestones in our faith journey and strengthening trust
in Him.

Singing Fixes Our
Eyes on Eternity

Incorporating songs about eternal hope prepares us to face
life's challenges, maintaining focus on God's salvation and
future promises.

Conclusion
Singing is essential for spiritual health, encouraging a varied
musical diet to shape faith and foster community among
believers.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Singing Transports Sunday’s Truths into Daily Life

Critical Interpretation: As you go through life, consider how the songs

you choose to sing can deeply resonate, shaping not just your

immediate experiences but also the entirety of your week. Just as food

nourishes your body, the melodies and lyrics you immerse yourself in

act as spiritual sustenance, grounding you in the Gospel's truths.

Imagine standing in your kitchen, humming the melodies of hope and

comfort from Sunday, feeling the lyrics embed themselves in your

heart, guiding your decisions and perspective amidst daily challenges.

Through the power of song, you're continually reminded of God’s

promises, fortifying your spirit to tackle life's hurdles with faith and

resilience. Let the soundtrack of your life echo the truths you hold

dear, allowing worship to seep into your every moment, turning

everyday tasks into acts of devotion, and anchoring your soul in the

eternal amidst the mundane.
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Chapter 6: Sing! . . . with Your Family

In Chapter 6 of "Sing!" by Keith Getty, the importance of familial singing

 within a faith context is emphasized as a vital aspect of spiritual nurturing

and cultural transmission. The principle of imparting faith through song

resonates throughout the chapter, underlining it as a powerful tool to enrich

children’s understanding of their beliefs and values.

1. Singing as a Family Tradition: Singing is presented not merely as a

 performative act but as a deeply ingrained family tradition that helps instill

spiritual understanding. Drawing from ancient practices, the chapter

illustrates how past generations regarded family worship, including singing,

as essential for spiritual development. Just as the Puritans mandated

involvement in leading prayer and singing, parents today should regard the

act of singing together at home as equally crucial for their children's spiritual

well-being.

2. Cultural Education Through Song: The chapter highlights how, in

 many cultures, stories and values are passed down through song. In ancient
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Chapter 7 Summary: Sing! . . . with the Local Church

In Chapter 6 of "Sing" by Keith Getty, the author explores the profound

 significance of congregational singing within the local church, drawing

parallels between the natural beauty of the Giant’s Causeway in Northern

Ireland and the collective identity of believers as “living stones” formed by

their faith in Jesus Christ. This chapter delves into the spiritual and

communal dimensions of worship through song, emphasizing that the

essence of singing together lies in unity rather than individual expression.

1. The Structure of the Church: Just as the Giant’s Causeway comprises

 numerous unique stones, believers form a spiritual house when they come

together. Peter’s metaphor of “living stones” illustrates that despite

individual imperfections, collectively they create a resilient structure rooted

in Christ, emphasizing the church's enduring nature that withstands all

adversities.

2. The Power of Togetherness in Singing: Singing in a congregation

 serves as an audible reflection of the shared faith among believers. The act

of singing together fosters a community bond that transcends individual

stories and backgrounds, reinforcing that each member contributes to the

collective worship experience. The author notes that recent trends risk

reducing congregational singing to passive listening, echoing the past

mistakes of viewing important rites like the Lord’s Supper as the domain of
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a few professionals rather than as a communal expression of faith.

3. Rejecting Individualism: Many believers today drift away from

 regular church attendance, opting for a highly individualistic understanding

of faith. This perspective shifts the focus from what can be contributed to the

community to personal fulfillment. Getty argues that a genuine faith is

expressed in terms of collective worship and commitment, and each member

of the church bears responsibility for uplifting and encouraging one another

during worship.

4. Music’s Role in Reaching the Millennial Generation: The chapter

 discusses the concerning trend of young adults distancing themselves from

the church. Instead of adopting a concert-like environment to attract them,

Getty advocates for straightforward, sincere congregational singing that

emphasizes creativity, meaningful communication, and authentic

community. The simplicity and authenticity of worship music resonate

deeply with younger generations, creating a bridge back to faith.

5. Legacy of Worship: The chapter reflects on the legacy that

 congregational singing leaves behind, akin to Antoni Gaudi’s Sagrada

Família, which may take generations to complete. Our current worship

practices will inform the musical heritage of future believers. It’s vital to

sing thoughtfully, remembering that each note and lyric contributes to the

faith tradition we bequeath to those who follow us.
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6. The Church We Want to Be: How congregations sing can reveal their

 character and aspirations. Through shared experiences in worship, churches

can express a nurturing and welcoming environment. Getty recounts

personal experiences that showcase the transformative power of

congregational singing, calling attention to how different expressions of

worship can convey the joys of the gospel succinctly and powerfully.

Overall, Chapter 6 calls upon believers to embrace congregational singing

not merely as a form of entertainment but as a vital act of worship and

community-building that reflects their collective identity as the body of

Christ. The act of singing together is portrayed as a profound and integral

aspect of faith that fortifies believers against spiritual battles and fosters

enduring relationships within the church community. As they worship in

unity, they testify to the life and hope embedded in their shared faith,

encouraging one another and bridging generational divides within the

church.

Section Summary

The Structure of
the Church

Believers are likened to unique stones forming a spiritual house,
emphasizing unity and resilience in faith despite individual
imperfections.

The Power of
Togetherness in
Singing

Congregational singing is a communal experience that reflects
shared faith, building bonds and reinforcing the importance of
active participation in worship.
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Section Summary

Rejecting
Individualism

Getty critiques the trend towards individualistic faith, urging
believers to contribute to the community and take responsibility for
uplifting one another in worship.

Music’s Role in
Reaching the
Millennial
Generation

Rather than adopting a concert-like approach, straightforward
congregational singing fosters authentic connections and
resonates with younger generations.

Legacy of Worship
The chapter reflects on the lasting impact of current worship
practices on future generations, encouraging thoughtful and
meaningful singing as part of faith tradition.

The Church We
Want to Be

How a congregation sings reveals its character; shared worship
experiences can create a welcoming environment and
communicate the joys of the gospel.

Overall Message
Congregational singing is a vital act of worship that reinforces
community, unity, and shared faith, encouraging believers and
bridging generational divides.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Power of Togetherness in Singing

Critical Interpretation: Imagine stepping into your church, enveloped

by the warm sound of unified voices, each note rising together as an

offering—a tangible embodiment of your collective faith. This chapter

reminds you that singing in congregation is not merely about the

melody; it's about the profound connection you share with others, a

bond that transcends individual stories and backgrounds. This

communal act becomes a transformative experience, reinforcing that

your voice, alongside those of your friends, neighbors, and even

strangers, contributes to a vibrant tapestry of worship. It calls you to

reject the idea of faith as a solitary endeavor, urging you to actively

participate and uplift those around you. Furthermore, as you

passionately join in song week after week, you're not just making

music; you're weaving resilience, support, and a legacy of faith that

will echo through generations, filling you with hope and purpose as

part of a living, breathing spiritual family.
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Chapter 8 Summary: The Radical Witness When
Congregations . . . Sing!

In Chapter 7 of "Sing" by Keith Getty, the author emphasizes the profound

 impact of congregational singing as a radical witness to both believers and

non-believers. This chapter starts with the assertion that glorious worship is

vibrant and engaging, drawing people toward the truth of God rather than

merely showcasing the talents of the performers. The narrative is enriched

with historical examples, including the missionary zeal of Olympic

champion Eric Liddell, who used singing as a means of expressing his

commitment to Christ while leaving behind personal glory. 

It is posited that congregational singing serves as a witness to those within

the church who have yet to believe, as well as to outsiders who may be

observing from the periphery. Through singing together, congregations

collectively affirm their shared faith, creating a public declaration of their

beliefs that can resonate powerfully in a secular culture. As Matthew 18:20

informs, where people gather in Christ's name, He is present among them,

enhancing the communal act of singing.

Singing is not merely a performance; it reflects the energy and commitment

of the individuals within the church, suggesting a strong community spirit.

The effort invested in practice and preparation underscores the importance of

good quality worship, as it attracts hearts towards the truth of the gospel.
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The historical context of congregational singing is rich, with roots in the Old

Testament, where the songs of the Israelites invited all nations to praise God.

This intergenerational and intercultural relevance echoes through the New

Testament, where the early church met daily to worship and sing together,

resulting in growth in numbers of believers. 

Further, the chapter highlights the role of hymns in advancing the gospel.

One notable example is “In Christ Alone,” co-written by Getty, which has

become a powerful evangelistic tool. It illustrates how profound,

well-articulated lyrics can convey the essence of the gospel message,

potentially leading listeners to spiritual awakening. 

Conversely, the chapter also warns against the dangers of hypocrisy in

worship. The significance of truly embodying the messages sung is stressed,

as mere participation without genuine belief can deter outsiders. Through the

story of a friend grappling with her perception of the church’s commitment

reflected in its singing, Getty reinforces the need for authenticity in worship.

The blessings of congregational singing extend beyond personal edification;

it serves as an impetus for mission work. Getty recounts the history of

mission-driven hymns like "Facing a Task Unfinished," which stirred hearts

toward global evangelization. This hymn, born from a time of persecution,

has inspired many gospel efforts worldwide and reflects the obligation of
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believers to carry their faith beyond church walls. 

Concluding the chapter, the author implores readers to consider how their

singing serves as a witness to the surrounding world, driving home the

message that the songs selected and sung in churches should encourage

action towards sharing the gospel. The discussion questions at the end

challenge congregations to evaluate their music's effectiveness in conveying

their beliefs to potential newcomers, thereby linking their worship directly to

their mission. 

In summary, Getty accentuates that congregational singing is more than an

act of worship; it is a profound witness that has the power to impact lives,

inspire faith, and ultimately invite others into a community that celebrates

the transformative message of Jesus Christ.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Chapter 9: Postlude: Will You Sing?

In Chapter 9 of "Sing" by Keith Getty, the author emphasizes the

 transformative power of singing within the Christian faith, urging believers

to embrace congregational singing as a foundational aspect of worship and

community life. The discussion revolves around various themes, engaging

both the individual worshiper and those in leadership roles, while

highlighting the beauty, challenges, and necessity of music in spiritual

practice.

1. Evan Roberts, a prominent Welsh preacher, believed in the critical role of

singing in fostering spiritual renewal. His poignant question, “Will you

sing?” invites believers to engage actively in worship, not just as passive

participants but as vocal contributors to the collective expression of faith.

2. The chapter illustrates the dual nature of the current Christian context,

characterized by both unprecedented growth and significant challenges.

While there are more Christians worldwide and greater access to biblical

texts than ever, believers also face increasing opposition to traditional
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