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About the book

In the epic tale of "Sundiata," author Djibril Tamsir Niane weaves arich
tapestry of history, culture, and heroism that transcends time and place,
inviting readers into the vibrant world of the Mali Empire. At its heart lies
the extraordinary journey of Sundiata Keita, a boy born with physical
challenges who rises against formidable odds to fulfill his destiny asa
unifying leader and founder of a powerful dynasty. This captivating
narrative not only chronicles Sundiata’ s trials and triumphs but also explores
themes of resilience, identity, and the profound connections between fate
and personal agency. Immerse yourself in astory that celebrates the
indomitable spirit of humanity, where the legacy of one man inspires a

nation and echoes through the ages.
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About the author

Djibril Tamsir Niane, a prominent Senegalese historian and writer, is
renowned for his significant contributions to African literature and oral
history. Born in 1932, Niane was deeply influenced by the oral traditions of
West Africa, which he meticulously documented through his work. His most
acclaimed book, "Sundiata: An Epic of Old Mali," retells the historical tale
of Sundiata Keita, the founder of the Mali Empire, showcasing the rich
cultural heritage and values of his people. Nian€e's ability to weave history
with storytelling not only preserves the legacy of African kings and their
kingdoms but also serves to educate both African and global audiences about
the profound significance of African narratives. His work highlights the
importance of oral tradition in maintaining the identity and history of

African societies.
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Chapter 1 Summary: TheWords of the Griot Mamadou
Kouyaté

In the opening chapter of “Sundiata’ by Djibril Tamsir Niane, the author
emphasi zes the significance of oral tradition and the griots, the traditional
storytellers of Mali. He argues that, unlike the written records favored by
Western historians, griots possess a deep and authentic understanding of
history passed down through generations. They are not merely entertainers;
they are the custodians of memory, capable of keeping alive the names and
exploits of kings and ancestors. Through their elaborate storytelling, griots
encode wisdom and history, transforming factual events into engaging

narratives that resonate with the people.

Niane introduces us to Djeli Mamoudou Kouyaté, a griot who identifies
himself as avessel of oral history, tracing his lineage and the traditions of
his craft back through generations. Kouyaté asserts that he holds the keys to
Mali's history and that hisrole is to educate both kings and common folk
about their heritage. He emphasizes the importance of learning from the past
to navigate the future, underscoring the themes of legacy, identity, and the
interconnectedness of history and personal duty. Through his eloquent
words, he invites listeners to reflect on their roots and the collective wisdom
embedded in their cultural narratives, showcasing the power of storytelling

to shape understanding and community.
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Overadll, this chapter sets the stage for the epic tale of Sundiata, grounding it
in the rich soil of Mali's historical and cultural fabric, while reinforcing the
griot's vital role as a bridge between the past and present. It celebrates the
oral tradition as alegitimate and valuable source of knowledge, countering
the misconceptions held by some regarding the authenticity of history
preserved through spoken word. This framing brings forth an inviting call to
recognize and appreciate the depth of African history that lives on through
its storytellers.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The significance of oral tradition and storytelling in
preserving history and identity.

Critical Interpretation: Imagine standing in the presence of agriot, as
their words weave through the air like magic, transporting you to ages
past. Each story they shareis not just a recounting of events; it'sa
powerful reminder of where we come from and who we are. This
chapter inspires you to embrace your own story—your heritage and
experiences—as avital part of the tapestry of history. By appreciating
the depth of your roots, you can navigate your life with purpose and
pride, realizing that your personal narrative contributes to alarger
human story. This connection will ignite a passion within you to honor
your lineage and share your own tales, fostering a sense of community
and continuity in aworld that often rushes forward, forgetting the

importance of its past.
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Chapter 2 Summary: The First Kings of Mali

In Chapter 2 of "Sundiata," we delve into the rich lineage and early history
of the Mali Empire, focusing on its legendary hero, Sundiata. The narrative
begins by celebrating Sundiata, known by many names like Maghan
Sundiata and Naré Maghan Djata. He stands out as a figure of
greatness—beloved by God and esteemed among kings, destined to leave a
legacy that would astonish future generations.

The chapter provides afascinating backdrop to Mali’ s emergence as a
province under the Bamabara kings, detailing the origins of its people,
primarily the Mandingos, who migrated from the East. Central to this
lineage is Bilali Bounama, a devoted servant of Prophet Muhammad, who
had seven sons. The eldest, Lawalo, takes afateful journey from the Holy
City to Mali, establishing afamily line that plays a crucial rolein the
region’s leadership.

One prominent ancestor, Lahilatoul Kalabi, makes a historic pilgrimage to
Mecca but faces great hardship upon his return home. He calls upon God in
his time of trouble, and the jinn recognize hisroyal status. After seven years,
he triumphantly returns to Mali. Lahilatoul’ s two sons, Kalabi Bomba and
Kalabi Dauman, represent the dual paths of power and wealth, setting the

stage for future generations.
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The chapter introduces Mamadi Kani, a significant figure known for his
hunting skills and supernatural communication with the jinn. Asa
formidable leader, he gathers followers and teaches them the art of hunting,
forging an army that helps him conquer vast lands. From Mamadi Kani
descend powerful sons, among them M’ Bali Nene and Bello, leading to

Maghan Kon Fatta, the father of Sundiata.

Maghan Kon Fatta is depicted as a man of significance, with multiple wives
and children. His complex family dynamics produce Sundiata alongside his
half-brother Manding Bory, highlighting themes of kinship and rivalry
which will play crucial roles as the story unfolds. This chapter lays the
foundation of Sundiata’ s legacy, weaving together elements of ancestry,
destiny, and the idea that greatness can arise from adversity. The narrative
bursts with energy, hinting at the epic journey that lies ahead for Sundiata,
the Lion of Mali.
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Chapter 3: The Buffalo Woman

In Chapter 3 of "Sundiata’ by Djibril Tamsir Niane, we are introduced to
Maghan Kon Fatta, the beloved king of Mali, who often seeks solace under
the great silk-cotton tree in his capital of Nianiba. One day, a mysterious
hunter arrives, bringing with him a prophetic message. This hunter, skilled
in the art of soothsaying, foresees that although the king currently has a son,
Dankaran Touman, his true successor has yet to be born. He warns that the
king must marry an unattractive woman with a hunchback, Sogolon Kedjou,
who will bear a child destined for greatness, surpassing even the likes of

Alexander the Great.

The hunter speaks of arequired sacrifice—ared bull—needed to ensure this
future. Though skeptical, the king takes the hunter’ s words to heart. L ater,
two young and handsome hunters, Oulamba and Oulani, enter the city along
with ayoung woman they present as a gift to the king. However, sheis

Sogolon, the very woman foretold by the seer. Describing her as physically
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Chapter 4 Summary: Childhood

Chapter 4 of "Sundiata" unfolds with ajoyful announcement: the birth of a
son to King Naré Maghan and Queen Sogolon. The excitement reverberates
throughout Mali, celebrated with music, shouts, and gifts from the
surrounding villages. The king, touched by the news, is celebrated by the
griots, who compose songs in honor of the newborn, who is named Mari

Djata—an epithet that sets him apart in alineage of Mandingo princes.

However, the chapter takes a poignant turn as Mari Djata’ s childhood is
depicted as challenging and filled with difficulties. At three years old, he
still crawls while his peers have started to walk. His physical statureis
awkward, and he exhibits a serious demeanor that sets him apart. Sogolon,
his mother, faces scrutiny and disdain from others, particularly from
Sassouma Bérété, the king's first wife, whose son has already become an
agile youth. Sassouma's jibes and laughter underscore the theme of jealousy

and rivalry between the two women.

Sogolon, desperate for her son to follow the normal developmental
milestones, resorts to her knowledge of sorcery but to no avail, asthe
whispers of the community grow louder regarding Mari Djata's perceived
inadequacy. Meanwhile, the king grows distant, torn between his hope for
Mari Djata and the allure of Sassouma’ s children. When Sogolon gives birth
to a daughter, the king’ s favor dwindles, and Sogolon faces relegation. Y et
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the narrative underscores that life holds its mysteries; despite his struggles,

the potential for greatnessis woven into Mari Djata’ s destiny.

A turning point arrives when the king consults Nounfairi, ablind seer, and is
reassured that Mari Djata's growth may be slow but promises depth and
strength. Encouraged by thisinsight, the king restores Sogolon to royal

favor, welcoming another child into the world.

As Mari Djatareaches the age of seven, he still crawls, evoking mixed
feelings of despair and hope among those around him, especially Sogolon,
while the kingdom watches closely. In a moment of poignant recognition,
the aging king acknowledges Mari Djata, entrusting him with the
responsibilities of leadership and appointing Balla Fasséké as his griot. This
isasignificant rite of passage, emphasizing the importance of history and

knowledge passed down through generations.

In the end, the chapter encapsulates themes of struggle, identity, and the
fortitude of the human spirit. Despite the challenges he faces, Mari Djata's
fate remains intertwined with the legacy of hislineage, hinting at the
greatness that lies ahead for him, suggesting that even the most arduous
beginnings can lead to significant destinies.
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Chapter 5 Summary: TheLion's Awakening

In Chapter 5 of "Sundiata," we witness the dramatic transformation of Mari

Djata, Sogolon Kedjou's son, who begins as afigure of ridicule due to his
inability to walk but ultimately risesto greatness. The chapter opens with
grief as King Naré Maghan dies, leaving behind his young son Mari Djata,
who is only seven years old. Despite his father's wishes for Mari Djatato
inherit the throne, the council, influenced by the scheming queen mother
Sassouma Béréte, appoints her own favored son, Dankaran Touman, as king.
This leaves Sogolon and her son marginalized and mocked, particularly as
Sassouma orchestrates public humiliation against Mari Djata, referring to
him mockingly as a "sti-legged king."

As Sogolon faces growing despair and isolation, her love and support for
Mari Djata remain steadfast. She struggles to provide for her children,
relying on leftovers and her small garden, while holding on to the hope that
her son would overcome his physical limitations. One pivotal moment
occurs when Sassouma mocks Sogolon for Mari Djata'sinability to walk.
Thisinsult drives Mari Djatato vow that he will walk that very day, and he
asks for amassive iron rod from the royal forges, signaling the beginning of

his transformation.

In apowerful scene, Mari Djata miraculously stands and walks for the first

time, embodying strength and resilience. He not only lifts a heavy iron bar
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but also uproots a baobab tree as a gesture of defiance and fulfillment of his
mother's wishes. This moment establishes him as "the lion," marking the
turning point where he gains respect and admiration from the people of

Niani and begins to assert his destiny.

As Mari Djata grows in strength and confidence, he becomes friends with
other young princes and takes up hunting. His mother's stories instill in him
valuable lessons about their heritage and the natural world, while his talents
earn him thetitle of Simbon, the master hunter. The chapter closes with
rising tensions as the jeal ous Sassouma plots to eliminate Mari Djata by

enlisting the help of nine witches, hoping to rid her son of a potential rival.

Key themesin this chapter include the idea of destiny versus personal will,
maternal love, and the resilience of the human spirit. Mari Djata's journey
from scorn to strength symbolizes the potential for greatness that lies within,
further emphasizing how respect and love can empower individuals to defy
expectations. As the story unfolds, we see how the interplay between
jealousy and destiny shapes the lives of its characters, setting the stage for

future conflicts and triumphs.
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Chapter 6: Exile

In Chapter 6 of "Sundiata’ by Djibril Tamsir Niane, we witness significant
developments in the story of Sundiata, revealing themes of destiny, exile,
and the power of kindness. The chapter begins with Sundiata showing
generosity towards a group of witches sent by his adversary, Queen Mother
Sassouma, to provoke him. Instead of retaliating, he generoudly gifts them
meat from his recent successful elephant hunt, disarming their intent to harm

him.

Asthe story unfolds, Sogolon, Sundiata's wise mother, recognizes the danger
posed by Sassouma and decides that they must leave Niani to protect her
children. Sundiata's half-brother, Manding Bory, is dear to him, and
Sundiata’ s decision to accept exileisdriven by hislove for his family and
the desire to shield them from potential harm. Meanwhile, Sassouma’'s
plotting continues as the king announces a diplomatic mission to Sosso,

leading to the manipulation of Sundiata's griot, Balla Fasseke, who is taken
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Chapter 7 Summary: Soumaoro Kantéthe Sorcerer King

In Chapter 7 of "Sundiata" by Djibril Tamsir Niane, we witness a pivotal
moment in the story as Soumaoro Kanté€, the Sorcerer King of Sosso, exerts
his power over Mali, where Sogolon’s son, Sundiata, is away campaigning.
Mali has fallen under Soumaoro’s control, who demands that it acknowledge
his supremacy as a tribute state. This marks a significant shift in power
dynamics, as Soumaoro's riseis built on his formidable sorcery and a strong

army composed of skilled smiths.

The chapter introduces us to the oppressive atmosphere at Soumaorao's court,
aplace filled with eerie and dark elements that reflect the king's malevolent
nature. Soumaoro’ s palace stands tall and foreboding, showcasing his
authority and the fear he instills in others. Through his cruel sorcery, he has
dispatched nine kings, and the fear of his supernatural abilities makes many
tremble before him. This backdrop illustrates the looming threat that

Soumaoro poses not just to Mali, but to the surrounding kingdoms as well.

Amidst this turmoil, Balla Fasseke, a skilled griot and an important figurein
Sundiata s life, has been sent to deliver a message. During a daring
exploration of Soumaoro's secret chamber, he encounters a chilling
sight—walls adorned with human skins and the remnants of Soumaoro’s
vanguished enemies. Instead of succumbing to fear, Ballataps into his own

musical magic, playing a balafon that reverberates with life and stirs the
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spirits within that grim chamber. His music creates a momentary
transformation, awakening the seemingly lifeless objects and stirring the

souls associated with them.

Balla s encounter with the balafon is significant; it symbolizes not only his
artistic mastery but also the deep connection between music and power,
especially in the realm of sorcery. The balafon, thought to have belonged to
Soumaoro himself, bridges the world of the living and the dead, illustrating
how deeply intertwined music and fate are in thisworld. Balla s ability to
influence his surroundings through music hints at the challenges that lie
ahead for Sundiata and the strength he will need to reclaim his destiny.

Ultimately, this chapter encapsul ates essential themes of power, fear, and the
interplay between destiny and agency. It sets the stage for the inevitable
clash between Sundiata and Soumaoro, foreshadowing the trials that await as
Sundiata must rise against the tyranny that has overshadowed Mali. The
chapter concludes with a sense of anticipation, as Balla's discovery points
toward the eventual return and emergence of Sundiata’ s destiny in the land
of Mali.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The power of creativity and resilience against tyranny.
Critical Interpretation: In the face of overwhelming oppression and
fear embodied by Soumaoro Kanté, the power of Balla Fasseké's
music serves as a profound reminder of your own potential to
transcend difficult circumstances. Just as Balla uses his balafon to
invoke life and stir the spirits within the dark realm of despair, you too
can tap into your creativity—be it through art, music, or any form of
expression—to inspire change and reclaim your power. This chapter
encourages you to recognize that in moments of darkness, the ability
to create and to resist oppression lies within you, fostering hope and

resilience even against the most formidable adversaries.
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Chapter 8 Summary: History

In Chapter 8 of "Sundiata," we're introduced to a pivotal moment that
propels the narrative forward, highlighting the intense rivalry between
Sundiata and the tyrannical king Soumaoro Kanté. The chapter opens with
Soumaoro, filled with rage, confronting Balla Fasseké, Sundiata’ s griot who
was earlier taken from Sundiata by Dankaran Touman. In a clever turn of
events, Balla manages to appease Soumaoro with a beautifully improvised
song that praises the king, showcasing the power of words and flattery to
ater the course of emotions. Soumaoro, once furious, is charmed by Balla's
lyrical talent and declares him his griot, effectively solidifying the twinning
of kingship and storytelling.

Asthe plot thickens, we learn that this act of stealing Ballafrom Sundiata
sets the stage for an inevitable war between the two rulers. Through the
griots, we grasp the weight of history and memory; these storytellers are not
just entertainers, but vital links to the past who shape the legacies of kings
and kingdoms, keeping their histories alive. The narrative eloquently
underscores the contrast between the living memory of oral tradition and the
colder, less personal nature of written records, hinting at the broader themes
of memory, power, and destiny that are woven throughout the fabric of the

story.

We also gain insights into Soumaoro’ s character, who is depicted as atyrant
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possessing sinister powers granted by jinn, along with a disturbing penchant
for cruelty. Hisreign is marked by violence and despair, having defeated
nine kings and turned their heads into trophies. His vile nature and tyrannical
rule set the tone for the challenges that await Sundiata, who is preparing to
reclaim his rightful place and assert his own destiny — a theme that resonates

throughout the entire epic.

Overall, this chapter not only advances the plot but also enriches our
understanding of the characters and the historical context, setting the stage
for Sundiata’ s forthcoming journey and the inevitable clash with Soumaoro

that will determine the fate of their kingdoms.
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Chapter 9: The Baobab L eaves

In Chapter 9 of "Sundiata’ by Djibril Tamsir Niane, the story takes a
dramatic turn as Soumaoro, the tyrant king of Sosso, abuses his power,
leading to arevolt. His chief general and nephew, Fakoli Koroma, is enraged
when Soumaoro abducts his wife, Keleya. Fakoli’s anger ignites a
movement among the oppressed people, prompting him to abandon
Soumaoro and fight against his uncle. Thisrebellion signals the beginning of
a broader uprising as othersjoin Fakoli's cause, including the king of Mali,
Dankaran Touman. However, in amoment of fear, Touman flees, leaving
behind a landscape of destruction as Soumaoro retaliates against the towns

that dared to oppose him.

While Soumaoro declares himself king of Mali by conquest, he faces
growing resistance from the people, who refuse to acknowledge him.
Soothsayers are consulted, proclaiming a prophecy that only the rightful

heir, known as"The Man with Two Names'—Maghan Sundiata—can save
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Chapter 10 Summary: The Return

In Chapter 10 of "Sundiata’ by Djibril Tamsir Niane, the story takes a
poignant turn with the death of Sundiata's mother, Sogolon Kedjou, the
buffalo woman. Her passing casts a shadow over the court of Mema,
marking a significant moment in Sundiata's journey. He visits the king of
Mema, who generously offered him refuge during his troubled youth.
Despite the king' s dismay at Sundiata's desire to return to Mali, insisting he
could remain an honored heir in Mema, Sundiata asserts that he must bury
his mother in her homeland before embarking on a quest to reclaim his

rightful kingdom.

The king initially responds with anger, but an advisor encourages him to
grant Sundiata the land for his mother's burial, suggesting that denying it
could provoke warfare. The king relents, allowing Sundiatato bury his
mother with the honors due aroyal, and Sundiata's true path becomes clear.

He is now ready to claim his destiny.

Sundiata, now eighteen and brimming with strength and confidence,
prepares to lead an army back to Mali. The support he receives from King
Moussa Tounkara and warriors from neighboring kingdoms underlines
Sundiata's growing reputation. As he leaves Mema, it is evident that his
journey is not merely a matter of reclaiming lands but fulfilling a destiny

whispered by the spirits.
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Journeying southward, Sundiata's forces gather momentum. He stops at
Wagadou to align with Fran Kamara, another warrior emboldened by
Sundiata’ s impending arrival. But the dark shadow of Soumaoro Kanté, the
sorcerous king of Sosso, looms over this journey. Soumaoro learns of
Sundiata’ s movement and seems undeterred, even asheisengaged in a

conflict with arebellious nephew.

In afateful clash at Tabon, Sundiata leads his troops to unexpected victory
against Sosso forces. The encounter is marked by fervor as Sundiata
decisively defeats Sosso Balla, Soumaoro's son, showcasing his prowess and
cementing his status as a formidable |eader. The celebration that followsisa
catharsis and arallying cry for the peoples of Mali, degpening their hope

against Soumaoro’ s oppressive rule.

However, Soumaoro’s magical abilities pose an ongoing challenge. In the
next confrontation at Negueboria, Sundiata faces the sorcerer's forces but
grapples with the realization that brute strength alone may not suffice against
such mysticism. Soumaoro’s ability to vanish at will leaves Sundiata
troubled and contemplative, pondering what powers he needs to defeat an

enemy who can evade harm.

Despite setbacks and doubts, Sundiata remains resolute. His victories,

combined with the courage of his companions, propel him forward on his
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destiny, as he gathers determination for his ultimate confrontation with
Soumaoro. The chapter encapsulates themes of loss, destiny, strength, and
the duality of human and magical realms, weaving arich narrative of

personal growth and the inexorable pull of fate.
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Chapter 11 Summary: The Names of the Heroes

In Chapter 11 of "Sundiata’ by Djibril Tamsir Niane, the tension escalates as
Sundiata and his allies face off against Soumaoro, who has launched a
surprise night attack at Kankigné. Despite the confusion and fear
accompanying the ambush, Sundiata shows his bravery and leadership,
breaking the stranglehold on his ally Tabon Wana and rallying the troops.
The darkness makes the battle chaotic, but with the swift intervention of
archers from Wagadou, their flaming arrows create panic in the Sosso ranks,

causing them to retreat in disarray.

This small victory boosts Sundiata's reputation, even though he
acknowledges the fear that loomed over his own soldiers during the
confrontation. As the chapter unfolds, we witness Sundiata’ s campaign gain
momentum, with villages opening their doors and offering support. Allies
gather around him, notably Kamandjan, his childhood friend and now the

king of Sibi, who aso has familial tiesto Tabon Wana.

As Sundiata approaches the fertile plains of Mali, anticipation builds among
the gathered kings and warriors, all eager to support him in his quest. A
vivid scene emergesin Sibi as various tribes unite, each leader accompanied
by fierce warriors honoring their shared heritage. The chapter isrich with
themes of unity, courage, and the rallying power of a shared cause. With

every new alliance forged, Sundiata's journey to reclaim his rightful placein
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Mali becomes ever more certain, reinforcing the ideathat glory follows

those with determination and valor. The sounds of celebration—the

trumpets, drums, and griots—signal a turning point, emphasizing the

collective spirit of the sons of Mali preparing for what fate hasin store for

them.

Key
Elements

Conflict

Bravery &
Leadership

Battle Chaos

Impact of
Victory

Alliances

Gathering of
Kings

Themes
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More Free Book

Summary

Sundiata and allies face Soumaoro's surprise night attack at Kankigné.

Sundiata shows bravery, freeing ally Tabon Wana and rallying troops.

Darkness complicates battle; Wagadou archers intervene with flaming
arrows, causing Sosso retreat.

Small victory boosts Sundiata's reputation, despite fear among
soldiers.

Villages support Sundiata; allies gather including Kamandjan, king of
Sibi.

As Sundiata nears Mali, kings and warriors unite in anticipation of his
success.

Unity, courage, determination, and the power of shared heritage are
prominent.

Sounds of trumpets and drums signal a turning point and collective
spirit of Mali's sons.
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Chapter 12: Nana Triban and Balla Fasseké

In Chapter 12 of "Sundiata," we witness the triumphant return of Sundiatato
Mali, where he is met with great enthusiasm and respect from his people,
particularly by Kamandjan, the king of Sibi. Recognizing the weight on his
shoulders, Sundiata vows to liberate Mali from the oppressive rule of
Soumaoro, the malevolent king of Sosso. His stirring proclamation
emphasizing freedom over savery ignites a wave of joy and hope among the
gathered crowd.

As Sundiata gathers hisforcesin Sibi, he understands that defeating
Soumaoro is not just about numbers, but requires nullifying the king's
magical powers. To achieve this, he consults renowned soothsayers who
advise him to make significant sacrifices—one hundred white bulls, rams,
and cocks. During this time, Sundiata's sister, Nana Triban, and his griot,
Balla Fasseké, manage to escape from Sosso and reunite with him. Triban

shares her harrowing experiences and the strategies she used to survivein
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Chapter 13 Summary: Krina

In Chapter 13 of "Sundiata," the stage is set for an epic confrontation
between Sundiata and Soumaoro, two powerful sorcerer kings. Soumaoro,
having established himself asthe ruler of Mali, asserts his claim to the
kingdom, while Sundiata, determined to reclaim his rightful place,
challenges him. The dialogue between them is charged with fierce words and
symbolic imagery, both revealing their deep-seated rivalry. Sundiata's
resolve shines through, as he describes himself as "the wild yam of the

rocks," signaling his tenacity against Soumaoro’ s threat.

The chapter takes a significant turn when Fakoli, Soumaoro's own nephew,
arrivesto join Sundiata’ s cause against Soumaoro. Betrayed and angered by
Soumaoro's actions, including the theft of hiswife, Fakoli brings his smiths
and fearless warriors under Sundiata’ s banner. This crucial alliance
strengthens Sundiata’ s position and reinforces the theme of justice and
loyalty. Sundiata, embodying the virtues of atrue leader, agrees to fight
alongside Fakoli, pledging to defend the weak and restore balance.

Asthe armies prepare for battle at Krina, Balla Fasseké, Sundiata’ s griot,
rouses the spirits of the troops by recounting the history of Mali and urging
Sundiata to rise to the occasion. His evocative reminders of the valor of past
kings inspire Sundiata and set the stage for alegendary clash. The night
before the battle isfilled with afeast meant to uplift morale, and the
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anticipation of the forthcoming struggle hangs heavily in the air.

When dawn breaks, the armies are mobilized. The battlefield is described
vividly with Sundiata's troops preparing for war under a relentless sun.
Despite facing overwhelming numbers from Soumaoro’ s forces, Sundiata
exhibits great strategy and bravery as he leads a charge alongside Fakoali.
Theinitial conflict isfierce, with both sides suffering heavy losses. Just
when the battle seems to tilt against Sundiata, he recalls the magic arrow he
possesses, one tipped with a cock's spur, marking a turning point in the

battle when he manages to injure Soumaoro.

With Soumaoro's powers diminished, he panics and attempts to flee,
prompting afull rout of hisremaining men. Sundiata, eager to pursue his
rival, presses on relentlessly with Fakoli. This chase through the dense
countryside showcases both the determination of Sundiata and the weight of
his quest for justice. The chapter culminates in a dramatic pursuit that takes
them up the mountain towards Koulikoro, where the tension builds around

the impending confrontation between Sundiata and the fleeing Soumaoro.

As Soumaoro's forces collapse, Sundiata's triumph signals a shift in power,
and embassies begin pouring in to celebrate his victory. The fall of Sosso
looms on the horizon, as Sundiata prepares to besiege the formidable city of
his enemy. There, the chapter concludes, |eaving readers on the edge of

anticipation for the ultimate resolution of the long-standing conflict between
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the rightful ruler and the usurper. Themes of justice, loyalty, and the
importance of heritage are woven throughout, setting the stage for a

significant turning point in the epic saga of Sundiata.
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Chapter 14 Summary: The Empire

Y ears have passed since the once-great kingdom of Sosso fell into
desolation, overtaken by nature and memories. Sundiata, known as the son
of the buffalo, had brought about the demise of Soumaoro, the cruel king
who wore human skin. With Sosso now a mere echo, Sundiata turned his
attention to Diaghan, where the king had been a steadfast ally of Soumaoro.
The city boasted a powerful cavalry but couldn’t withstand Sundiata's
relentless assault. In just amorning, Diaghan fell, and Sundiata made a grim

statement by shaving the heads of all the young men.

Sundiata divided his forces into three groups, with one led by Fakoli
Koroma fighting in Bambougou, another under Fran Kamara battling in the
Fouta mountains, and Sundiata himself marching toward the formidable city
of Kita. Here, aproud king, Mansa Kita, was protected by the jinn of a
sacred mountain, which housed a magical pool that granted immense power
to anyone who drank from it. Feeling invincible with the jinn’s protection,

Mansa Kita arrogantly refused Sundiata's demand for submission.

Sundiata, however, sought guidance from powerful soothsayers and decided
to invoke the jinn. He made grand sacrifices of a hundred white oxen, rams,
and cocks. The omens were favorable, and with renewed determination,
Sundiata launched an attack on Kita. The harmony of the army’ s advance

was accentuated by the 'Hymn to the Bow,' sung as they marched.
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The city fell, and while Mansa Kita was killed, there were no massacres of
the townsfolk. Sundiata honored Kita with roya obsequies and did not take
any prisoners, winning over the Kamara people as allies instead. Following
the victory, Sundiata expressed gratitude to the jinn by climbing the
mountain where he made further sacrifices and sought the magical pool.
Guided by Balla Fasseké, Sundiata was resolute in his quest, and upon

finding the pool, he knelt down to drink, thanking the jinn for his success.

This chapter underscores themes of power, destiny, and the importance of
aliances. Sundiata’ s rise symbolizes the restoration of order and justice,
contrasting the tyranny of Soumaoro. Through ritual sacrifices and
gratefulnessto the jinn, Sundiata’ s spiritual connection to the land and its
magic is emphasized, suggesting that true power comes not just from might
but also from respect for the forces that govern the world. His strategic
military tactics and humane treatment of the defeated further illustrate his

character as aleader who seeks unity rather than domination.
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Chapter 15: Kouroukan Fougan or
The Division of theWorld

In Chapter 15 of "Sundiata’ by Djibril Tamsir Niane, the story unfolds with
Sundiata returning to Kita after a significant journey around the mountain.
Filled with pride and leadership, he finds his army growing as he meets with
delegations from the kingdoms he and his allies have conquered. With
strong familial ties and friendships, Sundiata engages in hunting and

ceremonies that connect deeply with his past and the powers of the jinn.

Sundiata visits Do, his mother Sogolon's homeland, where he is honored like
a beloved nephew. There, he pays homage to a sacred mound by sacrificing
awhite cock, invoking spirits that seem to guide him back to Mali. This
marks a pivotal point as he sends alavish embassy to Mema, solidifying his
alliances and declaring unity among his allies—the Cisse-Tounkaras and the

Keitas.
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Chapter 16 Summary: Niani

In Chapter 16 of "Sundiata' by Djibril Tamsir Niane, we witness the
remarkable establishment of Sundiata's empire following his victory over
Soumaoro. Asthe newly crowned Mansa, Sundiata gathers the kings from
various tribes, each of whom kneels before him, acknowledging his
authority. He assigns lands and rights to different groups, forging alliances
and establishing order, ensuring that every kin group receivesits due. The
Kondés, Tounkaras, Cisses, and others are integrated into the new social
structure, with Sundiata forming lasting bonds, particularly cemented by
marriage ties. Notably, Fakoli Koroma s granted the kingdom of Sosso,
which had been filled with enslaved individuals.

After distributing lands, Sundiata turns to his griot, Balla Fasseké, naming
him the grand master of ceremonies and allowing the Kouyatés to serve as
theroyal griots, anod to their importance in the empire. The proclamation at

Kouroukan Fougan becomes law, binding the tribes in harmony.

The chapter moves into a celebratory atmosphere in Ka-ba, where Sundiata’ s
return is marked by festivities. He graciously shares food and riches with all,
showcasing his generosity after ayear of war. The people, grateful and
joyous, create a grand welcome, laying colorful pagnes along the path to

honor their returning hero.
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As Sundiata leads his army back to Niani, he experiences a heartfelt
reception from the inhabitants, who have lined the roads to cheer and
celebrate. Despite the ruins of Niani, formerly avibrant city, Sundiatais
determined to rebuild it, restoring it to its former glory. The vibe of
rgjuvenation is palpable, as people flock to Niani to participate in the

revival.

Sundiata names his brother Manding Bory as viceroy to manage the newly
acquired lands. After ayear of consolidation and governance, Sundiata
organizes anew assembly in Niani to ensure effective administration and
justice across the empire. His firm but fair rule reflects divine principles, as
he becomes a symbol of justice for the oppressed. The ongoing prosperity of
the villages under Sundiata s reign, marked by flourishing crops and thriving
communities, illustrates his successful leadership and the peace he has
fostered. This chapter captures themes of unity, justice, and the cyclical
nature of fortune, as Sundiata transforms his empire from devastation to

abundance, embodying the hope and resilience of his people.
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Chapter 17 Summary: Eternal Mali

In Chapter 17 of "Sundiata’' by Djibril Tamsir Niane, the narrative celebrates
the legacy of Sundiata, the illustrious king of Mali, who transformed his
father's village into the powerful capital of an expansive empire, known as
Niani. The chapter emphasizes the peace and prosperity that flourished

under Sundiata's reign, atime when people could travel freely without fear
of thieves, thanksto strict laws that ensured justice. Sundiatais portrayed

not only as afeared conqueror but also as a beloved leader who prioritized
the well-being of his people and established a sense of harmony throughout
the land.

Niani is depicted as a bustling hub where trade thrived, attracting merchants
from distant lands seeking gold, salt, fine cloth, and delicious food. Griots,
the skilled storytellers of the time, frequently extolled the virtues of Niani,
making it synonymous with wealth and abundance. The text paints avivid
picture of various towns and cities that flourished in the empire, each
contributing to the rich tapestry of Mali’ s culture and history, yet hints at the
Inevitable passage of time with references to vanished cities and the silent

spirits of great kings.

Sundiata’ s unique greatness is underscored as he is presented asaruler
whose influence transcended time; no other king came close to matching his

achievements or ambition. The chapter evokes a sense of nostalgia and
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reverence for Mali's enduring legacy, asserting that although many rulers
followed, none could overshadow Sundiata’ s foundational impact. His
taboos and principles continue to guide the people, indicating the lasting
significance of hisreign. The chapter invites readers to explore the remnants
of Sundiata’ s world, encouraging them to visit the locations that
commemorate his life and the events that shaped Mali’ s history, reinforcing

the idea of Mali as an eternal presence in the hearts and minds of its people.
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