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About the book

"The Tale of Genji," often hailed as the world’s first novel, offers a

mesmerizing glimpse into the intricate lives of Japan's Heian-era aristocracy

through the eyes of its wistful hero, Hikaru Genji. This exquisite narrative

weaves a tapestry of love, longing, and the ephemeral nature of beauty, as

Genji's romantic escapades unfold against a backdrop of delicate poetry and

nuanced courtly culture. With its rich character development and profound

exploration of human emotions, Murasaki Shikibu's masterpiece invites

readers to ponder the complexities of romance and the passage of time,

beckoning them to traverse a timeless world where each fleeting encounter

leaves a lasting impression on the heart.
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About the author

Murasaki Shikibu, a renowned Japanese novelist and court lady of the Heian

period, is celebrated as one of the world’s first novelists, best known for her

seminal work, "The Tale of Genji." Living in the early 11th century, she

navigated the intricate social and political dynamics of the imperial court,

drawing upon her experiences to craft rich narratives that delve into the

complexities of love, longing, and the ephemeral nature of life. Her keen

observations of human emotion, coupled with her poetic sensibilities,

allowed her to create an intricate tapestry of characters and settings that

resonate with timeless themes. Despite the constraints placed upon women

of her era, Murasaki Shikibu's literary prowess has secured her a lasting

legacy in the canon of world literature, influencing both contemporary and

future authors across cultures.
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Chapter 1 Summary: The Chamber of Kiri1

In the reign of an unnamed Emperor, a lady of the court, Kiri-Tsubo, despite

 her lower status, captures the Emperor's affections, inciting jealousy and

disdain from her peers. As she faces constant anxiety and rivalry, her health

deteriorates, leading her to intermittently withdraw from court life to her

mother's home for support. Her mother, despite lacking the backing of

influential relatives, counsels her on court etiquette, and their bond remains

strong.

Eventually, Kiri-Tsubo gives birth to a son, a moment celebrated but also

tinged with tension, as the Emperor's first-born, a son of a higher-ranked

lady, is seen as the heir-apparent. Kiri-Tsubo’s delicate status is underscored

by her rivals who openly display their disdain. When she falls gravely ill, the

Emperor wishes to keep her at court, but she is eventually taken home,

leading to her tragic passing shortly thereafter. The Emperor is consumed by

grief and nostalgia, grieving her loss deeply while reflecting on the

unfairness of their love, which was criticized during her life.

As days become weeks, the Emperor yearns for companionship and thinks

of Kiri-Tsubo's son and her legacy. He arranges for the boy to grow up in the

palace, allowing him to bond with his half-brother, the heir-apparent. The

young prince, often labeled Shining Prince Genji, displays a charming

personality and intelligence, gaining favor among nobles, despite the
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political ramifications of his birth.

With the death of Kiri-Tsubo’s mother, Genji remains in the palace, where

he formally begins his education. The Emperor, unable to fully let go of his

past feelings, contemplates marrying Princess Fuji-Tsubo, who bears a

striking resemblance to Kiri-Tsubo. However, initial hesitation from the

Emperor's advisors prevents immediate plans from materializing.

As time passes, Genji grows up under the Emperor's affectionate guidance,

eventually participating in ceremonial events that mark his coming of age.

His motherless past often serves as a backdrop to his life, and though he

forges new connections, especially with Princess Wistaria, he struggles with

the absence of maternal love, all while the profound memory of Kiri-Tsubo

lingers in the Emperor’s heart.

Themes of love, jealousy, ambition, and the harsh realities of status and

mortality permeate this introduction to the lives of the court, presenting a

rich tapestry of relationships and emotional undertones that set the stage for

Genji's future explorations and the grand narrative that will unfold in this

classic tale.
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Chapter 2 Summary: The Broom-Like Tree

In Chapter 2 of "Tale of Genji," titled "The Broom-Like Tree," we delve

 deeper into the life of Hikaru Genji, a beloved prince known for his many

romantic escapades, yet maintaining a facade of virtue. The chapter opens

during a relentless rainy season, a period when the court observes a strict

protocol and Genji is confined to his residence. Despite his elevated position

as Chiûjiâ (a military rank), Genji finds companionship in his

brother-in-law, Tâ-no-Chiûjiâ, who visits him along with his sons. 

As the rain patters outside, Genji engages in a light-hearted exploration of

love letters with Tâ-no-Chiûjiâ, who expresses his longing to read more

romantic notes. Their conversation meanders through the nature of women,

discussing their various traits, from jealousy and suspicion to diffidence and

aloofness, as Tâ-no-Chiûjiâ shares his experiences with women, revealing

the complexities surrounding romance and affection. The men muse over

societal expectations and the challenges of discerning true character,

ultimately arriving at the sentiment that finding the right partner is

incredibly difficult due to both superficialities and deep emotional

intricacies.

Their discussion on women gives way to humorous banter, drawing in other

companions like Sama-no-Kami, who adds his own insights. They agree that

while beauty and virtue are desirable, many women often come with flaws,
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making the pursuit of love fraught with challenges. Through the ebb and

flow of conversation, a shared understanding of women's emotional tapestry

becomes clear, highlighting their struggles within the confines of society.

At one point, Genji finds himself drowsing, reflecting on the nature of love

and the unattainable ideal. His thoughts drift toward Aoi, his bride, yet he

can't shake the allure of other women lingering in his heart and mind.

Eventually, as the rain subsides, Genji ventures to see Aoi, characterized by

her dignified and stately demeanor. In her presence, Genji contemplates her

qualities, associating them with the ideal woman, yet he is still restless,

caught between duty and desire.

Feeling constrained within the court's decorum, Genji soon seeks out

pleasure and intrigue beyond the palace walls. His thoughts shift to a new

fascination—a lady living along the river, drawing him in with her delicate

beauty and mysterious presence. Determined to pursue her, he arranges for

her brother, Kokimi, to facilitate their clandestine correspondence. Despite

her icy exterior, his letters evoke emotional responses, suggesting that

beneath her stoicism lies a longing for connection. 

Yet, the lady is keenly aware of the pitfalls of such desires and struggles with

her sense of dignity and societal expectations. We see her torn between

admiration for Genji and the fear of potential scandal, ultimately leading her

to withdraw from the conversation.
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As the chapter concludes, Genji is left in a state of agitation over his

affections and the challenges they present, culminating in a blend of desire

and melancholy. The imagery of the broom-like tree serves as a poignant

metaphor for the isolation and unexpected twists of love, encapsulating the

broader themes of longing, social constraint, and the search for genuine

connection amidst the intricacies of life at court. It's a rich tapestry of

emotions and insights that portray not just romantic pursuits but the

universal quest for authenticity and understanding in human relationships.
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Chapter 3: Beautiful Cicada

In Chapter 3 of "The Tale of Genji," titled "Beautiful Cicada," we find our

 protagonist, Genji, restless and tormented by thoughts of a lady he longs

for, referred to as the Lady of the West. Despite his many connections, he

feels trapped in disappointment and struggles to push her from his mind. He

confides in the young boy, Kokimi, asking him to help arrange a meeting

with her. Kokimi, eager to assist but unsure of how to navigate the situation,

promises to keep an eye out for an opportunity.

When Ki-no-Kami, the head of the household, leaves for his official duties,

Kokimi seizes the moment to bring Genji to the residence where the ladies

are staying. They arrive discreetly, and Genji is filled with anticipation as he

watches the two ladies. The Lady of the West captivates him with her gentle

beauty—wrapped in dark purple and shyly positioned by a lamp. Yet, to his

surprise, her companion—a younger lady—captures his attention with her

striking appearance and lively demeanor.

As the two ladies finish their game of Go, Genji’s emotions ebb and flow as
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Chapter 4 Summary: Evening Glory

In Chapter IV of "Tale of Genji" titled "Evening Glory," the story unfolds

 with Genji visiting his old nurse Daini, who has become ill and taken vows

as a nun. While waiting at her residence in Gojiâ, he is captivated by a

nearby dilapidated house where he glimpses some beautiful young women

peeking through white reed blinds. Intrigued, Genji observes that they seem

like potential companions to him, contemplating their hidden lives.

Upon entering Daini's home, Genji expresses his affection and longing for

her, highlighting their deep bond and the sacrifices she has made. Her doting

affection for him shines through as they celebrate a bittersweet reunion filled

with nostalgia and care. Daini admires him greatly, which evokes tears of

fond reminiscence.

After their visit, Genji notices an exquisite fan with poetic verses—a gift

from one of the young women in the nearby house. This piques his curiosity,

leading him to inquire about the inhabitants. Through a servant, he learns

that the house belongs to a noble family and is currently occupied by a

beautiful, mysterious young woman. They share a connection in shared

flowers, the "Yûgao," symbolic of evening glory, which becomes central to

Genji's thoughts.

As Genji’s fascination grows, he begins secretly visiting this lady, drawing
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him into the intricacies of love and desire. Operating under the shadows of

discretion, he finds himself enamored with her simplicity and beauty. Their

romance unfolds with the careful planning of his trusted attendant Koremitz,

facilitating their clandestine meetings while Genji grapples with his noble

responsibilities and feelings.

However, the plot takes a devastating turn when the woman, Yûgao,

suddenly succumbs to an unknown illness during their time in a secluded

mansion that Genji has chosen for their rendezvous. This tragic twist

unravels a series of emotional depths for Genji, filled with self-reproach and

grief. He tries to summon help as panic escalates in the dark, isolating

mansion, reflecting on the consequences of his romantic pursuits.

Following Yûgao's death, Genji’s world becomes filled with sorrow and

regret. He undergoes a period of illness, haunted by his memories of Yûgao

and the trauma of her untimely demise. This sorrow culminates in a heartfelt

requiem, performed with great care, showcasing Genji’s affection beyond

the realm of romance—he sees himself wrapped in a complex tapestry of

love, loss, and the weight of social expectations.

Through this chapter, themes of love's transience, the burdens of desire, and

the interplay of fate and personal choice emerge vividly, capturing the

essence of Heian-era emotional life. Genji's experience highlights the

tension between courtly duties and personal happiness, making readers
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ponder the fragility of human connections against the broader social

backdrop of the time.
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Chapter 5 Summary: Young Violet

In Chapter V of "The Tale of Genji," titled "Young Violet," we find Genji

 grappling with bouts of illness, specifically an ague that has left him

weakened. Despite various exorcisms proving ineffective, a friend suggests

visiting a renowned hermit on Mount Kurama known for his healing powers.

Undeterred by the hermit's age and refusal to descend the mountain, Genji

embarks on the journey with a few attendants, eager for relief.

As he arrives, he is captivated not only by the scenic beauty of the cherry

blossoms still in bloom but also by the hermit, who, despite his frailty,

radiates spiritual grace. The hermit recognizes Genji’s nobility and prepares

a talisman for him. As Genji explores the mountain, he notices a distant

well-kept residence, where he observes a nun and young girls tending to a

garden, which piques his curiosity.

During his time in the serene atmosphere of the mountain, Genji hears about

a priest who lives in the charming house nearby. The attendants share

intriguing details about the priest's daughter— a lovely girl who has

continually turned away suitors. This story enchants Genji, drawing parallels

to a past love, the lady he once adored in the palace.

As the sun sets, Genji enjoys a private moment overlooking the capital

before returning to the temple for evening prayers, but his mind remains
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occupied with thoughts of the priest's daughter. He is particularly struck by a

young girl who resembles a long-lost object of his affection. Their

interactions in the garden reveal the nun's deep care for the child,

demonstrating both the lingering grief of loss and the innocence of youth.

In a moment of desperation, Genji decides to visit the nun, expressing an

interest in becoming the guardian of the young girl, whom he sees as a

potential source of happiness amidst his troubled life. Despite the nun's

initial reluctance rooted in her protective instincts, Genji's heartfelt appeal

leads to intimate discussions about their shared griefs and longing for

companionship.

After some preparation, Genji unexpectedly takes the girl, whom he names

Violet, into his home, forming a bond that blossoms as he treats her with

kindness. While her father returns seeking her, believing she has been

spirited away, Genji creates a nurturing environment for Violet, allowing her

to flourish emotionally amidst care and gentle encouragement.

As Violet contemplates her new life, particularly in terms of her attachment

to Genji, we see a shift in her innocence, where she begins to favor him as a

paternal figure, filled with warmth toward him and devoid of the jealousy

that might complicate their relationship.

As the chapter closes, Genji is consumed by thoughts of the young girl and
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her resemblance to past loves, intertwining feelings of desire and paternal

instincts. Set against the backdrop of Genji's inner turmoil and lingering

connections to his past, this chapter weaves profound themes of love, loss,

and the tenderness that defines human relationships, leaving readers

enchanted by the delicate nuances of Genji's evolving emotions.
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Chapter 6: Saffron Flower

In Chapter 6 of "The Tale of Genji," titled "Saffron Flower," we revisit

 Genji's lingering memories of his beloved Yûgao, who has passed away.

The heartache of her loss sparks Genji's yearning to find another woman

who embodies her gentle and thoughtful spirit. His thoughts wander to

Cicada and her friend, but they are no longer options for him. Instead, he

focuses on Tayû-no-Miâbu, the daughter of his new nurse, who serves at

court and suggests the possibility of meeting a reclusive young Princess, the

daughter of a late lord.

Intrigued, Genji expresses his desire to hear the Princess's koto music, as he

is attracted to her potential talents, which he believes could be remarkable

given her father's artistic legacy. Tayû arranges for an encounter, but when

the time comes, Genji is only able to hear a brief and unsatisfactory

performance. This leaves him eager for a deeper interaction, but Tayû is

hesitant due to the Princess's extreme shyness.

As the story unfolds, Genji's curiosity about the Princess intensifies. He is
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Chapter 7 Summary: Maple Fête

In Chapter VII of "The Tale of Genji," titled "Maple Fête," we find

 excitement building in the Imperial Court as preparations are underway for

a grand festival at Suzak-in, set to take place in mid-October. While the

royal ladies have been excluded from participating in the festivities, the

Emperor arranges for his favored Princess Wistaria to witness a rehearsal,

where Genji performs a stunning dance titled “Blue Main Waves” with his

partner, Tâ-no-Chiûjiâ. Their dance captivates the audience, with the

graceful movements and beautiful music evoking the serene beauty of nature

around them.

As the day of the fête arrives, the atmosphere is electric, with princes and

state officials gathered to watch an elaborate display of music and dance.

Genji commands the stage with his energetic performance, adorned with

maple leaves. His dance is followed by a young prince’s presentation,

marking the day's high point before festivities conclude and honors are

bestowed on participants, including Genji’s promotion to Shâsammi, a

significant title.

After the fête, Genji takes the young Violet into his home, where they form a

close bond. Genji delights in nurturing her intellect, teaching her to read and

write, while allowed mourning for her grandmother concludes in December.

As the new year dawns, Genji visits Violet before attending the Emperor's
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levee, where slight tensions run high with Lady Aoi, his unyielding and

elder wife. Despite his charms, Aoi remains distant, and Genji's attention

drifts increasingly toward Violet.

As court life continues, Genji grapples with his responsibilities and feelings.

He finds joy with Violet but faces reprimands from the Emperor for

neglecting his bride, Aoi, whose father, Sadaijin, remains fond of Genji

despite their familial tensions. Interactions at court reveal Genji’s charisma

draws attention from other ladies, including a persistent yet aging courtesan

named Gen-Naishi-no-Ske with whom he shares playful banter.

Amidst the entanglements, Tâ-no-Chiûjiâ enters the scene, orchestrating a

playful rivalry with Genji. An amusing incident occurs when Tâ-no-Chiûjiâ

surprises Genji while he is visiting the courtesan, leading to a playful scuffle

and light-hearted camaraderie between the friends. Despite the gravity of

their lives in court politics, these moments of levity show the strong bond

they share.

The chapter concludes with the announcement of Princess Wistaria being

proclaimed Empress, as the Emperor plots to transition power to his son

with Wistaria as a way to strengthen her position—a potential source of

strife as it undermines the standing of the former Empress. The intrigues and

emotions surrounding this decision reflect the complexities of love, loyalty,

and ambition within the court, highlighting the nuanced relationships at play
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in Genji's world.

Element Details

Chapter Title Maple Fête

Setting Imperial Court, preparations for the grand festival at Suzak-in

Key Events Festival preparations, Genji's dance performance, promotion,
taking Violet into his home

Main Characters Genji, Princess Wistaria, Lady Aoi, Violet, Tâ-no-Chiûjiâ, Emperor

Significant
Performance Genji performs "Blue Main Waves" with Tâ-no-Chiûjiâ

Promotion Genji promoted to Shâsammi

New
Relationships Genji and Violet build a close bond

Conflict Tension with Lady Aoi, Genji's neglect of her

Additional
Characters Gen-Naishi-no-Ske (courtesan), Sadaijin (Aoi's father)

Climax Announcement of Princess Wistaria as Empress

Themes Love, loyalty, ambition, complex relationships
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Chapter 8 Summary: Flower-Feast

In Chapter 8 of "The Tale of Genji," titled "Flower-Feast," the arrival of

 spring heralds a delightful cherry blossom festival at the Southern Palace.

The scene is vibrant and picturesque, with the blossoms emerging, cheerful

birds singing, and a gathering of nobility, including the Emperor, Empress

Wistaria, and the Niogo of Kokiden, who is now reluctantly sharing the

event space with her rival. Despite her conflict, she attends the feast,

highlighting the intricate social dynamics of the court.

As the festivities unfold, the traditional activity of composing poetry begins,

and Genji takes his turn alongside his brother-in-law, Tâ-no-Chiûjiâ. Their

graceful performances contrast with some of the less accomplished scholars,

painting a picture of Genji's skill and stature within the royal court. After

enjoying the feast and music, the participants engage in dances, and Genji is

encouraged to perform. He does so delicately, a moment that connects him

with the Heir-apparent and earns him admiration.

As the night deepens and the revelries come to a close, Genji, having

indulged in more saké than usual, opts for a solitary stroll. He wanders near

the chambers of Wistaria and Kokiden, where he notices an open door.

Drawn by curiosity and a hint of recklessness, he approaches and encounters

a young girl humming a soft tune related to the moon. Identifying himself as

Prince Genji, he skillfully calms her initial fears, and they engage in a lively
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conversation, although he remains unsure of her identity.

Their interaction is light-hearted, but Genji is captivated and eager to learn

her name, sensing she may be one of the Niogo’s younger sisters. This

curiosity, paired with his longing for the moonlit scene, stirs romantic

feelings within him. He takes a memento—a fan with a poetic image—and

writes a tender verse, indicating his fleeting affection and desire for

connection.

Days later, Genji attends an archery event at Udaijin’s, which is meant to be

followed by another flower feast. His late arrival prompts a playful rebuke

from Udaijin. Following the Emperor's encouragement, he joins the

festivities, yet feels drawn to the Princesses. Seeking solitude in the gardens,

he mingles with the ladies but struggles to identify the girl from the previous

evening due to the darkness. To discreetly draw her out, he alters a familiar

song lyric, cleverly hinting at their previous encounter. One of the young

ladies responds subtly, betraying her identity, and Genji swiftly moves to her

side, underscoring his charm and determination in navigating the

complexities of love at court.

Through this chapter, themes of love, social rivalry, and the elegance of

court life are interwoven with the celebration of spring and beauty,

illustrating Genji's character as both a romantic figure and an astute observer

of the relationships around him. The use of poetry and the significance of the
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moonlight embellish the atmosphere, deepening the emotional landscape of

his romantic pursuits.
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Chapter 9: Hollyhock

In Chapter 9 of "The Tale of Genji," titled "Hollyhock," significant

 transitions unfold as the Emperor abdicates, favouring the Heir-apparent,

who is the child of the Princess Wistaria. The ex-Emperor retreats to a

private palace with the Princess while the ex-Empress, the Niogo of

Kokiden, occupies the Imperial Palace with her son. Genji is appointed as

the guardian of the Heir-apparent, a role that elevates his responsibilities and

nudges him to be more restrained in his personal affairs.

At this time, important religious ceremonies are taking place, including the

selection of the Saigû and Saiin. Lady Aoi, Genji's wife, is pregnant and

unwell, finding it difficult to participate in the extensive public spectacle

surrounding the Saiin's installation. However, under pressure from her

attendants and mother, she joins the procession and encounters a scuffle as

her party tries to secure a good viewing position. This incident leaves her

feeling humiliated, particularly as it involves continued tensions with the

Lady of Rokjiâ, who is offended by the treatment of her own ranks.
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Chapter 10 Summary: Divine Tree

In Chapter 10 of "Tale of Genji," titled "Divine Tree," we witness significant

 changes and emotional developments among the characters, particularly

relating to the upcoming departure of Saigû, the daughter of the Lady of

Rokjiâ, to the Temple of Ise. Her departure, initially filled with uncertainty,

is finally set for September, much to the relief of both mother and daughter.

The mother, against tradition, decides to accompany her only daughter,

showcasing her protective nature as both prepare for this sacred journey.

As Saigû departs with her mother, Genji observes the procession from his

mansion and sends a poignant farewell message with a twig from the divine

sakaki tree, suggesting that while they leave bravely, they might still feel the

ache of separation. Their responses encapsulate the bittersweet nature of

farewells and the weight of distance, indicating the depth of their

relationships.

Meanwhile, the ex-Emperor's health declines, casting a shadow over the

court. His interactions with the Emperor highlight the esteem he holds for

Genji, urging the young ruler to regard Genji as a trusted advisor despite his

youth. This marks a pivotal moment in Genji’s life, as he begins to assume a

significant role in governance, albeit amidst rising tensions following the

ex-Emperor's passing.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


As the court mourns, Genji adorns himself in mourning attire, reflecting the

personal and political burdens he carries. The narrative reveals the shifting

power dynamics within the court, with the family of Udaijin gaining

influence following the ex-Emperor’s death, while Genji's position grows

precarious due to enmity from the new Emperor's mother, who harbors

resentment towards him.

The chapter also captures Genji's introspective moments as he grapples with

the solitude of his mansion after the ex-Emperor’s death. He briefly seeks

solace in the serene environment of a monastery, immersing himself in

meditation and scholarly pursuits, yet his thoughts inevitably drift back to

the loss and the changes in the capital.

Meanwhile, Princess Wistaria mourns the ex-Emperor and contemplates her

future. She decides to retire from the worldly life, driven by sorrow and the

wish to ensure her child's well-being amidst uncertainty in the court. Her

ceremonies are elaborately planned, signaling her commitment to her

spiritual path, yet they also evoke a sense of loss among those around her.

The chapter's climax comes with a delicate confrontation when Udaijin

inadvertently discovers Genji in a compromising situation with his daughter,

Naishi-no-Kami. The secret rendezvous, interrupted unexpectedly, throws

both Genji and the princess into turmoil, dangerously intertwining their fates

and revealing the ever-present threat of court intrigue. Udaijin's ensuing
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discussion with the Empress-mother builds tension as she contemplates

revenge against Genji, setting the scene for potential conflict driven by

jealousy and power struggles.

Through these events, the chapter examines themes of loyalty, the burdens

of duty, and the complexities of relationships within the imperial court. It

paints a vivid picture of a world in flux, marked by personal loss, political

maneuvering, and the constant dance of intimacy and rivalry among its

characters.
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Chapter 11 Summary: Villa of Falling Flowers

In Chapter 11 of "Tale of Genji," titled "Villa of Falling Flowers," we find

 Genji grappling with increasing troubles that weigh heavily on him, making

the world around him feel burdensome. During this tumultuous time, he

visits two women he cares for deeply: Reikeiden-Niogo, a lady who had

once served in the court of the late ex-Emperor, and her younger sister.

Despite their difficult circumstances following the Emperor's death, Genji

maintains a connection with them, supported by his generosity and fond

memories of their past friendship.

On a beautifully clear evening after a long rain, he enjoys a nostalgic

conversation with these ladies, reminiscing about better days. As they talk,

the setting becomes enchanting; the moonlight casts gentle shadows, and the

air is rich with the scent of orange blossoms, accompanied by the sweet song

of a Hototo-gisu, a bird known for its evening calls. This environment

deepens their reflections on friendship and loss.

Genji expresses his longing for their cherished memories through a poignant

verse, highlighting how past joys can sometimes return through nature’s

beauty. The elder lady responds with her own verse, capturing the essence of

solitude and the bittersweet remembrance of friendship. Their exchange

signifies the strength of their bond, which brings comfort in difficult times.
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Despite Genji's well-known fickleness in relationships, this moment

illustrates his enduring kindness and loyalty to those he holds dear, as he

fosters connections that withstand the test of time. The scene and their

heartfelt dialogue serve as a reminder of the importance of friendships that

offer solace amidst life's uncertainties. The chapter concludes with a sense of

warmth and nostalgia, underlining themes of memory, the passage of time,

and the enduring nature of genuine connections.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Chapter 12: Exile at Suma

In Chapter 12 of "The Tale of Genji," we witness the profound emotional

 turmoil of Prince Genji as he prepares for his voluntary exile to Suma.

Facing imminent disgrace from the Imperial Court due to his romantic

entanglements, Genji decides to leave the capital before a formal sentence is

issued. Despite his decision to retreat to the serene coastal town, he feels

nostalgic about the life and beauty he is leaving behind, particularly the

young Violet and the joyful moments spent in the capital.

As he bids farewell to his home and his loved ones, Genji feels a deep sense

of loss, especially for his young son, who is quickly growing, and for Violet,

who, despite not being present in his life as much as he would like, evokes

strong feelings of affection and regret. He goes through a series of goodbyes,

including a tearful farewell to the ex-Sadaijin, who shares his concerns over

Genji’s predicament and reflects on the sorrowful memories of their past,

particularly relating to the late Emperor.

On the eve of his departure, Genji spends a poignant evening with Violet,
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Chapter 13 Summary: Exile at Akashi

In Chapter 13 of "The Tale of Genji," titled "Exile at Akashi," we find Genji

 grappling with the fallout of his exile from the capital, surrounded by

tumultuous weather that mirrors his internal turmoil. The storms have raged

for several days, and amidst this chaos, he repeatedly dreams of his deceased

father, seeking guidance and showing concern for Genji's hardships. His

father urges him to leave the coast where he is currently stranded, hinting at

a divine purpose in these events.

Despite enjoying a letter from Violet expressing her affection and concern

for him, Genji feels isolated and reflects on his misfortunes. A surprising

visit from a priest, who has come because of a prophetic dream he had, sets

the stage for change. The priest believes he has been directed by higher

powers to invite Genji to Akashi. This turns out to be a pivotal moment, and

Genji, reflecting on the significance of his visions and the priest's message,

decides to venture to Akashi.

Upon his arrival, Genji is welcomed into a new, beautiful environment filled

with the charm of nature and the priest's exquisite mansion. He enters into a

friendship with the priest, who is concerned primarily about his own

daughter. The priest's repeated mentions of his daughter pique Genji’s

interest, and he starts to spend time at the hillside mansion where she

resides, gradually developing feelings for her. Nonetheless, Genji's past

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


relationship with Violet weighs on his conscience, causing him to wrestle

with guilt as his affections shift.

As spring progresses, Genji finds moments of joy but cannot fully escape the

memory of Violet, who is back at Nijiâ. Tensions rise in the capital as the

Emperor, suffering from health issues and the pressures of governance, has a

revealing dream that prompts him to reconsider Genji's disgrace. Despite his

mother’s insistence that Genji remain in exile to maintain authority, the

Emperor ultimately decides to restore Genji's titles, paving the way for his

return to court.

The chapter reflects themes of love, the struggle between duty and desire,

and the supernatural's influence over human affairs. As Genji prepares to

leave Akashi, the bittersweet nature of parting hangs in the air, with

promises to summon the priest's daughter once he is settled in the capital.

After nearly three years away, Genji returns to his mansion, finding joy in

the familiarity of Violet yet challenged by lingering feelings for the new

love he has nurtured during his exile. His reinstated honors signify a return

to his former life, but inner conflict remains prominent as he navigates his

feelings for two influential women in his life.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embrace Change as Opportunity for Growth

Critical Interpretation: In Chapter 13 of 'The Tale of Genji,' Genji's

exile and subsequent journey to Akashi highlight a profound truth

about life: change, even when unwelcome, can lead to unexpected and

enriching experiences. Just as Genji finds beauty and new

relationships amidst his trials, you too can view life's disruptions as

potential catalysts for growth. Rather than fearing the storms that

come your way, consider how these moments may guide you to new

horizons, bringing opportunities for connection, appreciation of

beauty, and self-discovery. Embracing change may lead you to

uncover strengths you never knew you had and cultivate relationships

that will enrich your journey. Ultimately, it is in navigating through

challenges that we often find our most significant transformations.
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Chapter 14 Summary: The Beacon

In Chapter 14 of "The Tale of Genji," titled "The Beacon," Genji reflects on

 his past, particularly a dream about his deceased father, the former Emperor,

which drives him to hold a ceremony for the dead. After returning to the

capital, Genji regains his prominence in society, as respect for him is

restored. The Emperor, in a shift toward more democratic leadership,

abdicates the throne in favor of the Heir-apparent while expressing a desire

for peace. This change brings Genji a new title as Naidaijin, significantly

increasing his responsibilities, but he hesitates to fully engage in the hectic

life of politics. 

Genji's father-in-law, who had retreated from public life, eventually agrees

to take the role of regent, proving his competence and willingness to

navigate the new political landscape. Meanwhile, Genji also thinks fondly of

the young maiden from Akashi, who has given birth to a girl, fulfilling an

astrologer's prophecy that he would have children, including an offspring

who could become Emperor. In a tender yet complex moment, he shares this

news with Violet, his current love, who reacts with a mix of jealousy and

grace. Genji tries to console her, acknowledging her feelings and expressing

his commitment to both women.

The narrative continues to weave in the themes of love and jealousy, as

Violet struggles with the emotional implications of Genji's past. Despite her
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unease, she attempts to be generous in spirit. Genji’s affection for Violet is

confirmed when he seeks her company, trying to bridge the emotional gap

created by his connection to the maiden from Akashi. As this drama unfolds,

we also hear about the introduction of a new noble at court, highlighting the

ongoing shifts in the power dynamics at play.

The chapter culminates with a poignant scene at the Temple of Sumiyoshi,

where both Genji and the Akashi maiden find themselves on the same day,

albeit unaware of each other's presence. Genji, unknowingly romanticizing

his memories, composes a verse about love and longing, illustrating the

intricate nature of human relationships within the context of political and

familial obligations. As the chapter closes, it hints at the passing of time and

the inevitability of change, showcasing the cycle of life, death, and the

promise of new beginnings in the intricate world of Heian-era Japan.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embrace change and navigate responsibilities gracefully

Critical Interpretation: In Chapter 14 of 'The Tale of Genji,' the

transition of power in the imperial court serves as a potent reminder of

the inevitability of change in our own lives. Just as Genji grapples

with his new responsibilities and opportunities for growth amidst the

shifting political landscape, we too can take inspiration from his

journey. Embracing change, whether it be in our careers, relationships,

or personal aspirations, allows us to navigate through life’s

complexities with grace. Instead of resisting the tides of

transformation, we can learn to respond with adaptability, recognizing

that each shift brings with it the potential for renewal, deeper

connections, and new beginnings that shape our identities and futures.
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Chapter 15: Overgrown Mugwort

In Chapter 15 of "Tale of Genji," titled "Overgrown Mugwort," we find

 Princess Hitachi living a life of solitude and neglect in her once-grand

mansion since Prince Genji’s exile. The lingering affection she felt for Genji

remains a bright memory, contrasting sharply with her current loneliness. As

time passes, her residence falls into disrepair, enveloped by wild mugwort

and overgrown shrubs, symbolizing her isolation and desolation. Despite

several wealthier individuals wanting to purchase her home and precious

heirlooms, she refuses, holding onto them out of respect for her deceased

parents and their legacy. 

Her only visitor, a distant aunt, tries to persuade her to leave this life of

loneliness, but the Princess stubbornly declines, maintaining her dignity and

hope that Genji would remember her. The aunt, who feels slighted by her

previous treatment from the Princess’s family, harbors resentment and

makes snide remarks about Hitachi’s pride, further deepening her solitude.

However, the chapter takes a turn when Genji unexpectedly returns from his
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Chapter 16 Summary: Barrier House

In Chapter 16 of "Tale of Genji," titled "Barrier House," the story picks up

 with Cicada and her husband, Iyono-Kami, returning to the capital from the

province of Hitachi, where he had been promoted to governorship after the

death of the former emperor. As they journey home, they reach the Ausaka

barrier house on a significant day when Genji, also traveling back from

visiting the Temple of Ishiyama, happens to be on the same road.

Cicada's family, aware of Genji's procession and seeking to avoid an

awkward encounter, decides to leave their carriages and seek refuge in the

shade of cedars along the Ausaka hills. This is a picturesque setting, with the

autumn colors painting the landscape as the year shifts toward winter.

Despite their attempts to avoid Genji, he soon spots them and reaches out to

Cicada’s brother, Kokimi, now serving as a minor official. Genji, wishing to

maintain their bond despite the years apart, sends a heartfelt message to

Cicada, reflecting on their missed meeting and the passage of time.

Kokimi, carrying Genji's letter, returns it to Cicada, who acknowledges it but

wishes to keep the tone light and casual, despite her own feelings of longing

for Genji. She crafts a response that plays on words about their missed

encounter at the barrier house, highlighting the theme of unfulfilled

connections. 
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As time passes, Cicada's husband’s health begins to decline, and he urges

their sons to take care of their mother. They comply initially, embodying

their father’s wishes, but eventually, the dynamics shift, and Cicada faces

challenges as her situation becomes less pleasant. Understanding the harsh

realities of life, she ultimately decides to become a nun, seeking solace away

from the worldly troubles that have woven themselves into her life.

This chapter beautifully captures themes of love and loss, the passage of

time, and the shifting nature of relationships. It also reflects on the

bittersweet nature of connections that linger, even when circumstances

change, showcasing Genji’s enduring ties to Cicada despite the years and the

barriers they face.
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Chapter 17 Summary: Competitive Show of Pictures

In Chapter 17 of "The Tale of Genji," titled "Competitive Show of Pictures,"

 the setting is vibrant with anticipation as the young and lovely Saigû

prepares for her introduction to the Imperial Court, with Genji taking a keen

interest in her well-being. The scene is orchestrated with elegance, reflecting

the care given to her presentation, showcasing gifts from Genji such as a

comb-box and rare perfumes. The Palace buzzes with excitement about her

new role, although young Emperor is more attached to Lady Kokiden due to

their longer acquaintance. This competition for attention at court sets the

stage for another kind of rivalry.

As the Emperor takes a growing interest in painting, Lady Plum shares this

passion, which further amplifies her recognition. Meanwhile, her rival, Lady

Kokiden, represented by her father Gon-Chiûnagon, seeks to outshine her by

commissioning prominent artists to create aesthetically impressive artworks.

Genji, noticing this rivalry, chooses to contribute by sending a selection of

exquisite paintings, creating a stirred atmosphere in the Palace.

The chapter centers on a structured contest of artistic talent to decide which

lady’s collection is more appealing, culminating in a lively discussion

among courtiers about various artworks. The spotlight shifts from one

painting to another, with arguments for and against each piece that reflect

both artistic tastes and personal biases. The Empress-mother steps in to
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formalize the competition, fostering a spirited debate between the two

factions representing each lady. 

The discussion of pictures transitions into poetic exchanges, highlighting the

artistry in both works, and references to famed romantic stories permeate the

dialogue. The competition is fierce, amplifying the sensibilities of high court

life intertwined with creative expression. Genji's involvement and his artistic

endeavors culminate in a series of impressive sketches, including scenes

from his travels, which eventually tip the balance in favor of the lady of the

plum-chamber, marking a win for her.

As the night unfolds, conversations about art transition into music and

reflections on life, intertwining the themes of beauty, contention, and the

ephemeral nature of success. Genji, amidst these lively court activities,

contemplates his own status and future, recognizing the inevitable shift in

power dynamics and beginning to consider retiring from public life. He

dreams of building a chapel for solitude, reflecting a desire for peace and

fulfillment. The chapter beautifully illustrates the harmonious blend of art,

rivalry, and the introspective musings of Genji as he navigates the

complexities of court life and personal ambition.

Aspect Description

Title Competitive Show of Pictures
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Aspect Description

Setting Imperial Court with a focus on young Saigû's introduction

Main
Characters

Genji, Saigû, Young Emperor, Lady Kokiden, Lady Plum,
Gon-Chiûnagon

Plot
Summary

Saigû is introduced to the court, while rivalry between Lady Plum and
Lady Kokiden is highlighted through an artistic competition.

Artistic
Competition

Courtiers debate the merits of paintings commissioned by each lady,
leading to discussions on beauty, artistic taste, and personal biases.

Outcome Genji's contributions of exquisite sketches help Lady Plum win the
competition.

Themes Art, rivalry, beauty, transient success, introspection

Genji's
Reflection

Contemplates his future and considers retiring from public life,
expressing a desire for peace.

Conclusion The interplay of art and court dynamics offers a rich tapestry of life and
ambition within the Palace.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of creative expression in navigating life's

challenges

Critical Interpretation: As you immerse yourself in the vibrant world

of artistic rivalry depicted in Chapter 17 of 'The Tale of Genji,' let it

inspire you to embrace your creative passions as a means of

overcoming personal and societal challenges. The chapter showcases

how Genji and the ladies of the court used art not only as a form of

competition, but also as a way to connect with one another and

express their emotions. In your own life, consider how engaging in

creative endeavors—be it painting, writing, or music—can help you

navigate the complexities of relationships and ambitions. Just as the

court artists influenced the perceptions of beauty and success, your

unique expression can empower you to assert your individuality and

find fulfillment amidst the competition and chaos of everyday life.
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