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Tales Of A Fourth Grade Nothing Summary
Navigating sibling rivalry and childhood adventures.
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About the book

In "Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing," Judy Blume invites readers into the

delightful yet chaotic world of Peter Hatcher, a fourth grader grappling with

the trials of family life, school challenges, and the unwelcome antics of his

mischievous younger brother, Fudge. This relatable and heartwarming story

beautifully captures the essence of childhood—where moments of joy are

often intertwined with trials, such as navigating sibling rivalry and the quest

for a little independence. As Peter’s attempts to manage his feisty brother

spiral into humorous chaos, readers will find themselves laughing and

reminiscing about their own family dynamics, making this classic tale an

engaging journey that resonates with anyone who has ever felt a mix of love

and frustration for their siblings.
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About the author

Judy Blume is a renowned American author celebrated for her captivating

children's and young adult literature that skillfully addresses the

complexities of growing up. Born on February 12, 1938, in Elizabeth, New

Jersey, Blume began her writing career in the 1960s, quickly making a name

for herself with relatable and honest storytelling. Her most famous works,

including "Are You There God? It's Me, Margaret," and "Tales of a Fourth

Grade Nothing," explore themes of adolescence, family dynamics, and the

trials of childhood, resonating deeply with readers of all ages. Blume has

received numerous awards for her contributions to literature, and her fearless

approach to sensitive topics has not only inspired generations of young

readers but has also made her a pivotal figure in discussions about the

importance of open conversations regarding personal and social issues.
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Chapter 1 Summary: The Big Winner

In the first chapter of "Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing," we meet Peter

 Warren Hatcher, a nine-year-old boy who wins a tiny green turtle named

Dribble at his friend Jimmy Fargo's birthday party. While other kids take

home goldfish, Peter’s win comes from a guessing game with jelly beans,

where he is closest to the correct answer. Excited but initially feeling out of

place with his unconventional pet, Peter is thrilled to trot home with Dribble

in a glass bowl.

As he enters his old New York City apartment building, he is greeted by the

friendly elevator operator, Henry, who knows Peter well. Henry’s delight at

Peter's new pet hints at the close-knit community of the building. When

Peter reveals Dribble to his mother, she’s surprised, but not entirely pleased.

She disapproves of the turtle's smell and makes it clear she won’t help take

care of him. However, Peter is determined to care for Dribble himself,

asserting that he will ensure his happiness.

Interwoven with the excitement of his new pet is a humorous portrayal of

Peter’s home life. He describes his mother’s obsession with cleanliness and

how she frequently reminds him to scrub his hands, contrasting this with his

father's work in advertising, particularly for a drink called Juicy-O, which

Peter has grown tired of. However, Peter identifies his biggest source of

frustration as his younger brother, Fudge. A mischievous
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two-and-a-half-year-old, Fudge constantly interrupts Peter's life, causing

chaos and mess. When Fudge sees Dribble, he expresses excitement, but

Peter quickly asserts ownership, leading to a mix of sibling rivalry and

affection.

Through the joy of winning Dribble, Peter grapples with family dynamics

and the challenges of growing up with a rambunctious little brother. The

chapter sets a lighthearted tone, exploring themes of sibling rivalry,

responsibility, and the experiences of childhood through Peter’s perspective.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embracing Responsibility

Critical Interpretation: As you navigate through life, the excitement of

new experiences can often lead to moments of unease, much like

Peter's initial feelings about his turtle, Dribble. The key point here is

embracing responsibility. When Peter decides to take charge of caring

for Dribble, despite challenges and his mother's reservations, he learns

that with ownership comes growth. This emphasizes that taking

responsibility for our actions and choices, even when they are

daunting or met with skepticism, can lead to personal development

and a deeper understanding of what it means to have commitment in

life. It encourages you to step up, tackle challenges bravely, and

nurture the things you are passionate about, thereby enriching your

journey and shaping your character.
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Chapter 2 Summary: Mr. and Mrs. Juicy-O

In Chapter 2 of "Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing," Peter Hatcher finds

 himself in quite a whirlwind of events when his father announces that Mr.

and Mrs. Yarby, the owners of the Juicy-O company, will be visiting from

Chicago. Excited yet apprehensive, Peter imagines an endless supply of

Juicy-O that could plague him for life. Much to Peter's dismay, his parents

decide that the Yarbys will stay with them instead of at a hotel. His mother

prepares Fudge’s bedroom for their guests, creating a bit of chaos as she

juggles cooking and tidying up, while also having to move Fudge’s crib into

Peter's room.

Peter expresses his frustration about sharing a room with his toddler brother,

Fudge, who is full of annoying habits, like making strange noises while he

sleeps. His mother dismisses Peter's complaints, insisting it will only be for

two nights. Fudge's typical mischief surfaces when he munches on flowers

meant for the dinner table, prompting a call to the doctor. Despite the flower

incident, Peter's mother keeps Fudge in check, hoping he will behave for

their important guests that night.

When the Yarbys arrive, Mrs. Yarby is enamored with Fudge, completely

overlooking that he’s no longer a baby. Peter meets the couple and receives a

picture dictionary as a gift, which he finds childish and disappointing

compared to the noisy train gift for Fudge. The dinner unfolds with a mix of
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awkward moments, especially when Fudge invades the scene with his turtle,

Dribble, prompting panic from the guests. This leads to tension as Mr. Yarby

hints at the family's lack of manners, which irks Peter even more.

The chaotic night peaks when Fudge, wearing a gorilla mask, scares Mrs.

Yarby, causing a coffee spill and exasperation for Peter's parents. After a

long night with little sleep due to Fudge's antics, Peter wakes to find his

brother had let Dribble crawl on him. The morning culminates in Mr. Yarby

declaring they will check into a hotel due to the cramped living conditions

exacerbated by Fudge's behavior.

In the aftermath, Peter learns from his father that the Juicy-O company is

struggling and that they’re getting rid of the juice altogether, revealing

Peter’s secret dislike for the drink. The chapter closes with a touch of humor

and relief as Peter acknowledges he’s not the only one who’s been polite

about his dislike for Juicy-O. This chapter captures themes of family

dynamics, the challenges of growing up with a younger sibling, and the

humorous chaos that comes from unexpected guests.
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Chapter 3: The Family Dog

In Chapter 3 of "Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing" by Judy Blume, Peter

 Hatcher is feeling the effects of his younger brother Fudge's antics, which

he suspects may have indirectly caused their father's work troubles. The

chapter paints a vivid picture of family dynamics, showcasing Peter's

frustration and Fudge's stubbornness. The narrative begins with Peter

reflecting on how his father lost an important account which led to mixed

feelings about Fudge's impact on their family life.

The trouble starts when Fudge abruptly decides he doesn't want to eat

anything, sending his mother into a tizzy. Peter’s attempts to help by

standing on his head to entertain Fudge earn him a brief moment of delight,

but he quickly grows tired of being used as a tool to get his brother to eat.

His refusal to help further emphasizes the family’s growing concern for

Fudge, while Peter feels overlooked and unappreciated.

As the chapter unfolds, Fudge's refusal to eat escalates to comical lengths,

culminating in him declaring himself a dog and demanding to eat on the
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Chapter 4 Summary: My Brother the Bird

In Chapter 4 of "Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing," Peter Hatcher shares his

 adventures in Central Park, where he enjoys playing with his friend Jimmy

Fargo. Despite his mother's warnings about safety, including tales of

muggings and drug dealers, Peter relishes his independence and often

wanders through the park. He describes his little brother Fudge's affection

for animals and his fascination with balloons, particularly the helium ones

that he often lets go into the sky, much to their mother’s frustration.

One day, Peter and Jimmy find their favorite rocks in the park, only to

discover Sheila, the know-it-all girl from their building, camped out there.

Peter is irritated by her presence and tries to get her to leave. Just as they are

dealing with Sheila, Fudge bursts in, chasing after some pigeons, oblivious

to the chaos around him. Their mother, catching up with Fudge, is

reluctantly persuaded to let Sheila watch him for a few minutes while she

runs an errand, which Peter and Jimmy are not thrilled about.

The children's fun turns to panic when Fudge, thinking he can fly, climbs on

the jungle gym and falls, resulting in a nasty injury and the loss of his two

front teeth. Despite attempts to console Fudge, he cries for his missing teeth,

and amid the chaos, the other kids gather around, eager to help find them.

Peter's mother rushes back, horrified at the sight of her injured son.
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Peter, frustrated with Sheila for being left in charge, feels unjustly blamed by

his mother for the accident. After the ordeal, Peter storms off, feeling

neglected compared to the attention Fudge receives. In a touching moment

the next morning, Peter and his mother reconcile, with her acknowledging

that the accident was just that—an accident—and that it wasn’t Peter’s fault.

This chapter captures the everyday troubles of growing up in a bustling city,

explores sibling relationships, and highlights the theme of understanding and

forgiveness within a family. Peter learns about the complexities of

responsibility and the unconditional love between siblings, even when things

go wrong.
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Chapter 5 Summary: The Birthday Bash

In Chapter 5 of "Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing," titled "The Birthday

 Bash," we see Peter deal with the chaos of his little brother Fudge’s third

birthday party. With Fudge’s missing front teeth, Peter affectionately

nicknames him Fang, though their mother insists on calling him Fudge. As

the party approaches, Peter is skeptical about supervising the event,

especially considering Fudge's age and his rowdy friends.

The party begins with the arrival of Grandma, who tries to get Fudge into a

new suit, but he vehemently resists, leading to a comical battle that ends

with him wearing his old slippers instead. The guests—Ralph, Jennie, and

Sam—arrive one by one, each displaying their unique quirks. Ralph is a

gluttonous little boy, Jennie comes dressed oddly with a biting habit, and

Sam is frightened and reluctant to be there, setting a humorous tone for the

celebration.

As the party unfolds, Peter finds himself in charge of unruly kids. He tries to

keep them entertained, but the situation quickly spirals out of control. Fudge

grabs rose decorations from his cake and begins eating them, leading to

more chaos as the other children, especially Ralph and Jennie, become

increasingly demanding and disruptive. When Grandma is bitten, and Ralph

throws up from overeating, Peter's patience wears thin.
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As the party progresses, Peter's mother tries various activities to entertain the

kids, including storytelling and dancing with balloons. However, the kids

prefer jumping on furniture, much to their mother’s dismay. Despite all the

madness, there's a sweet moment when Peter introduces his pet turtle,

Dribble, leading to another incident when Jennie embarrassingly “makes” on

the floor.

Once the party finally comes to an end, with the children being picked up by

their parents, the exhaustion is palpable. Peter and his mother share a laugh

over the chaos that ensued, realizing that Fudge’s party may have been too

much for little ones so young. The chapter reflects themes of family

dynamics, the challenges of parenting, and the chaos that often accompanies

childhood celebrations, all wrapped in humor and warmth.

Element Description

Chapter
Title The Birthday Bash

Main
Characters Peter, Fudge (nicknamed Fang), Grandma, Ralph, Jennie, Sam

Setting Fudge's third birthday party

Plot
Overview

Peter is skeptical about managing Fudge's chaotic birthday party with
unruly guests.

Party
Chaos

Fudge refuses his new suit, guests exhibit strange behaviors, and
agitation escalates as the party progresses.
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Element Description

Notable
Events Fudge eats cake decorations, Grandma gets bitten, and Ralph vomits.

Activities
Attempted Storytelling, dancing with balloons, but kids prefer jumping on furniture.

Sweet
Moment

Peter introduces his pet turtle, Dribble, leading to another humorous
incident.

Conclusion The chaotic party ends, and Peter realizes the challenges of managing
young children while sharing a laugh with his mother.

Themes Family dynamics, challenges of parenting, chaos of childhood
celebrations
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embrace the Chaos of Life

Critical Interpretation: Just like Peter navigated the wild and

unpredictable chaos of Fudge's birthday party, we too can draw

inspiration from this experience by realizing that life is often messy

and unpredictable. Instead of striving for perfection, we should

embrace the unexpected moments and find joy in the chaos. Rather

than feeling overwhelmed by life's challenges, we can take a step

back, laugh at the absurdity, and appreciate the unique experiences

that come our way, turning potential frustration into fond memories.
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Chapter 6: Fang Hits Town

In Chapter 6 of "Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing," titled "Fang Hits Town,"

 Peter Hatcher shares the ups and downs of a day spent with his little brother

Fudge. Fudge has recently taken to sleeping in his new bed, but it quickly

becomes clear that he's still prone to falling out of it each night. To solve

this, their parents cleverly surround the bed with chairs, but come morning,

Fudge often ends up curled up in one of them anyway.

The day kicks off with a dreaded trip to the dentist for Fudge, who needs a

check-up after an incident involving his teeth. Initially, Peter would prefer to

spend his time watching movies with his friend Jimmy Fargo rather than

accompanying his mother and Fudge. However, his mother insists on this

family outing, promising lunch and new shoes for both boys.

At Dr. Brown's office, the contrast between how everyone lavishes attention

on Fudge and Peter’s feelings of neglect become evident. While Peter

grapples with jealousy, he recognizes the absurdity of Fudge's special

treatment. Peter is unexpectedly called in to help with Fudge during the
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Chapter 7 Summary: The Flying Train Committee

In Chapter 7 of "Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing," Peter, along with his

 classmates Jimmy Fargo and Sheila Tubman, embarks on a school project

focused on transportation in New York City. The trio forms a committee,

with Peter hosting the meetings in his bedroom since he has his own space.

Their objective is to create a booklet, a poster, and ultimately deliver a group

oral report.

From the outset, it's clear that Sheila is trying to dominate the group

dynamic. She appoints herself in charge of the booklet, while Peter and

Jimmy are tasked primarily with the poster. Despite the unequal division of

labor, they agree since Sheila promises to handle ten pages of writing. They

begin their research with enthusiasm, but their meetings often devolve into

distractions, like playtime with Peter's pet turtle, Dribble.

As their sessions progress, Peter proposes a creative solution to New York’s

traffic woes: a monorail system designed to eliminate congestion and

pollution. However, Sheila dismisses his idea as impractical, insisting that

they need to cover more topics in their project. This leads to tensions

between the group members, with Peter feeling frustrated by Sheila's

bossiness and micro-management.

The chaos reaches a boiling point when Peter’s younger brother, Fudge,
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sneaks into his room and vandalizes their project poster, leaving it covered

in scribbles. Peter is devastated and lashes out at his family, expressing

hatred for his mischievous brother. This moment highlights Peter's

frustration and the challenges of having a younger sibling who constantly

invades his space and disrupts his life.

After some healing discussions with his mother, Peter learns she will buy a

new posterboard, and the group reconvenes to recreate their poster.

Surprisingly, Sheila acknowledges the group's contributions and agrees to

remove her name from the booklet's cover after a comedic confrontation

with Jimmy about fairness.

With their project nearing completion, Peter's worries seem to fade. A

mishap involving Fudge getting a haircut leads to further humorous

circumstances, but there are resolutions as Peter’s dad installs a chain latch

on his door to keep Fudge out. Ultimately, their presentation impresses their

teacher, but a comical oversight about a "flying train" in their poster reveals

the ongoing challenges of collaboration and sibling rivalry in Peter's life.

Through the chapter, themes of teamwork, sibling tension, and the

rollercoaster of childhood frustrations are vividly portrayed, making it

relatable for readers. The blend of humor and challenges in Peter's

experiences paints a picture of the everyday trials of growing up with a

younger brother and navigating school projects.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Collaboration can lead to unexpected creativity and

solutions.

Critical Interpretation: Imagine yourself collaborating with others on a

project, much like Peter did with Sheila and Jimmy. In this vibrant

environment of ideas and inspired brainstorming, you may find that

your own creativity can flourish. Even when faced with disagreements

and challenges, the act of working together can lead to inventive

solutions, just as Peter proposed a monorail system to address traffic

issues. This illustrates that by valuing everyone's contributions and

navigating through difficulties amicably, we can achieve great results

that might not have been possible alone. Embracing teamwork might

just open up a world of possibilities you never thought existed.
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Chapter 8 Summary: The TV Star

In Chapter 8 of "Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing," Peter Hatcher

 experiences a whirlwind weekend when his mother goes to Boston to visit

his new cousin. While she’s away, Peter is left in the care of his father, who

he knows has a different approach to parenting than his mom. Peter is

hopeful about the freedom he’ll have, especially with the prospect of

late-night fun and no strict rules.

The chaos begins when Peter and his younger brother, Fudge, visit their

dad's busy office. It's a bustling environment filled with hurried employees,

and Peter feels an odd thrill being there, particularly when he meets his

father's attractive secretary, Janet. His impression of the office takes a turn

when he learns that a casting call is happening for a Toddle-Bike

commercial. To his astonishment, his father is involved in the

decision-making process, alongside Mr. Vincent, the president of the

Toddle-Bike company.

When Mr. Vincent unexpectedly decides that Fudge should be the star of the

commercial, Peter’s elation quickly turns to frustration. Fudge is not only

younger but also has a notorious reputation for being unpredictable. Though

Peter knows his brother is far from being a capable actor, Mr. Vincent insists

on using him for the spot. Peter grapples with jealousy and envy as he

watches Fudge be selected for something that could bring him fame, while

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


he himself feels like just an ordinary fourth grader.

As the commercial shoot begins, Fudge's stubbornness shines through. He

refuses to cooperate with the crew, leading to panicked and comedic

moments. Peter's father ultimately turns to Peter for help, asking him to

demonstrate how to ride the Toddle-Bike so Fudge can follow along. Peter

agrees, realizing he is being used as a tool to coax his brother into

compliance.

Fudge eventually gets his turn again, and after much insistence and a sweet

plea of “please,” he takes to the bike with surprising enthusiasm. In a

heartwarming moment, he declares, “Just like Pee-tah!” echoing the bond

between the brothers, despite their typical sibling rivalry. Janet’s admiration

for Peter's role in saving the day adds to the theme of sibling dynamics and

the occasional need for teamwork in family life. 

This chapter beautifully captures the humor and chaos of childhood, the

complexities of family relationships, and the ups and downs of sibling

rivalry as Peter navigates his feelings of being overshadowed by Fudge's

newfound “stardom.” In the end, readers are reminded that the love and

connection between siblings can shine through, even amidst the challenges

they throw at each other.
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Chapter 9: Just Another Rainy Day

In Chapter 9 of "Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing," titled "Just Another

 Rainy Day," Peter's family decides to brave the rain and head to the movies

together. Despite Peter's concerns about his mischievous little brother,

Fudge, being too young for the outing, their father insists that the movie will

keep Fudge entertained for a few hours. They choose to see "A Bear’s Life,"

which Peter initially dreads, hoping for something more exciting.

As they walk to the theater, Fudge eagerly jumps into every puddle,

delighting in the rain while Peter tries to stay dry. By the time they arrive,

Fudge is soaked, prompting their father to stuff paper towels into Fudge's

wet pants to keep him dry during the film. Once they settle in, the movie

theater's ambiance captivates everyone, but Fudge's excitement quickly leads

him to mischief. He throws popcorn around, drawing the attention of the

audience and causing chaos. Peter tries to manage the situation, but soon,

Fudge disappears from his seat, sending Peter and their father into a panic.

When the theater staff is called to help search for Fudge, Peter worries about
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Chapter 10 Summary: Dribble!

Chapter 10 of "Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing" recounts Peter's

 unforgettable day marked by chaos and panic over his pet turtle, Dribble,

who he discovers is missing after school. The story starts on what seems like

an ordinary Friday, but things quickly escalate when Peter arrives home to

find his bedroom door open and Dribble’s bowl empty. In a frantic search,

Peter confronts his mischievous younger brother Fudge, who, through his

giggles and cryptic declarations, leads Peter to believe that he has eaten the

turtle.

Peter's horror intensifies as he confronts their mother, who dismisses the

situation initially, but soon realizes the gravity of Fudge's claim. As Fudge

insists with delight that Dribble is in his "tummy," the tension builds. Peter

experiences a range of emotions—fear for Dribble's life, frustration with

Fudge, and a desperate need for attention from his mother.

When their mother reacts by calling for an ambulance, Peter is caught

between overwhelming worry for his pet and the absurdity of the situation.

The story captures the humorous chaos as they rush to the hospital, where

Fudge is treated while Peter waits anxiously, reflecting on the bond he had

with Dribble. Despite the comedic tone, there's an undercurrent of real

concern for Dribble’s well-being.
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Later, Dr. Cone assures Peter that Dribble will eventually be back, but it’s

clear that the bond between Peter and his turtle is special. The chapter

concludes with a mix of relief and heartbreak as the family learns that Fudge

has expelled Dribble, but the turtle is no longer alive. In the aftermath, Peter

grapples with feelings of neglect as Fudge receives all the attention and gifts

upon returning home from the hospital.

To soothe Peter’s spirits, his parents surprise him with a dog, named Turtle,

which becomes a new source of joy in his life. The chapter beautifully

illustrates themes of sibling rivalry, responsibility, and the trials of growing

up, all wrapped in a humorous yet heartfelt narrative filled with memorable

moments and character growth. Peter’s experience highlights a mix of anger,

relief, and ultimately a bittersweet acceptance, reflecting the complexities of

family dynamics.
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