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The 57 Bus Summary
Two teens, one bus, a life-changing moment.
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About the book

In the heart of Oakland, California, a seemingly ordinary afternoon on a city

bus spirals into tragedy, igniting a national conversation about identity,

justice, and the lives caught in the crossfire of hate and misunderstanding.

"The 57 Bus" by Dashka Slater weaves together the compelling stories of

two teens—Sadie, a gender-nonconforming youth who just wants to express

their true self, and Dawson, a boy who, in a moment of impulse, changes

everything. This gripping narrative unfolds as it explores the events leading

up to a devastating act of violence and the profound repercussions that

follow, challenging readers to confront their own biases and the complexities

of humanity. Slater's powerful storytelling compels us to look deeper into

the societal issues surrounding crime, punishment, and the possibility of

redemption, making this book not just a recounting of a tragic event, but a

vital commentary on our culture today.
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About the author

Dashka Slater is a versatile author and journalist known for her engaging and

thought-provoking narratives that often explore themes of identity, social

justice, and the complexities of human experience. With a background in

both children’s literature and journalism, Slater has written several

acclaimed books, including picture books and YA non-fiction, which have

garnered numerous awards. Her work on "The 57 Bus" highlights her ability

to handle sensitive topics with empathy and insight, as she examines the true

story of a hate crime on a San Francisco bus, bringing to light the

compelling intersections of race, gender, and adolescence in modern society.
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chapter 1 Summary: Sasha

In the first chapter of "The 57 Bus" by Dashka Slater, we are introduced to

 Sasha, a gender-nonconforming teenager who navigates the complexities of

identity, language, and social interactions. The chapter unfolds through an

engaging narrative, revealing Sasha’s evolving journey of self-discovery and

their strong connection with their best friend, Andrew, who also explores

their transgender identity.

1. Sasha expresses their unique personality through a blend of interests,

showcasing a fascination with language and the idea of inventing new ones.

From a young age, Sasha has a deep appreciation for sounds, shapes, and the

structures of language, leading them to create Astrolinguish, a fictional

language reflective of their imaginative world. 

2. At school, Sasha is known for their intelligence, excelling in subjects like

calculus and physics while being part of a close-knit group of friends who

bond over shared interests in board games and pop culture. Among their

peers, Sasha stands out as the brilliant yet shy figure, often overshadowed

due to their Asperger’s diagnosis.

3. The relationship between Sasha and Samantha, a new friend from middle

school, serves as a pivotal point in the narrative. As both children struggle

with feelings of invisibility and outcast status, they create a deep bond,
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marred by teasing from classmates. This relationship highlights the

complexities of childhood friendships, especially under the scrutiny of

external expectations related to gender.

4. Samantha, who later identifies as Andrew and comes out as transgender,

finds validation in Sasha’s acceptance. Their friendship represents a safe

space where they can share feelings about gender and self-identity without

fear of judgment. Sasha's response to Andrew’s coming out reinforces their

supportive nature and highlights the shared experience of questioning gender

norms.

5. The chapter also explores broader themes of gender identity, particularly

the challenges faced by those who feel trapped in a binary system. Sasha’s

interactions with their parents reveal a struggle for understanding, as they

navigate new terms, such as genderqueer, which encompasses identities

outside traditional male and female categories. 

6. Moreover, Sasha's activism begins to take shape through a petition

advocating for nonbinary recognition in legal documents, exemplifying their

willingness to stand up for their identity and those like them, despite the

obstacles they face in a society that often lacks acceptance.

7. As Sasha opens up about their genderqueer identity, they begin to rethink

their own name, transitioning from Luke to Sasha, which reflects both their
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Russian heritage and their desire for a name that aligns with their true self.

This change marks an important step in their journey toward authenticity.

8. The tension of fitting into societal norms, especially in public spaces like

bathrooms, presents an ongoing challenge for Sasha, who often feels labeled

and misunderstood. Their experience illustrates the difficulty of existing in a

world that offers limited options for individuals outside of male or female

classifications.

9. Throughout these experiences, Sasha finds strength in their friendships

and the support of like-minded peers, illustrating the importance of

community in understanding and embracing one’s identity. Encounters at

school highlight the acceptance they receive, contrasting with the moments

of discomfort they face in broader society.

10. The chapter concludes by encapsulating the beautiful complexity of

Sasha's journey, marked by their bright outlook and a desire for acceptance.

The narrative serves as a powerful entry point into the themes of gender

identity, friendship, and self-discovery that unfold in the book.

Through richly detailed storytelling, Dashka Slater presents Sasha’s world

with sensitivity, allowing readers to appreciate the nuances of gender

identity and the importance of empathetic companionship in the face of

societal pressures.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embracing Authenticity

Critical Interpretation: Like Sasha, you may find that the most

authentic version of yourself is worth pursuing, even if it means

stepping away from societal expectations or norms. Their journey

teaches you the importance of exploring your identity and being true

to yourself, inspiring you to reflect on your own values and beliefs.

Whether it's changing your name, as Sasha did, or simply embracing

your individuality, this chapter encourages you to take steps toward

living your truth—not just for your own happiness, but to create a

supportive environment for others on their journeys as well.
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chapter 2 Summary: Richard

In Chapter 2 of "The 57 Bus," Dashka Slater introduces us to the intertwined

 lives of Richard and his friends, depicting their struggles, aspirations, and

the harsh realities of growing up in Oakland. The narrative begins with

glimpses of Richard's social media presence, portraying snippets of his

personality, which is characterized by a playful and engaging demeanor.

This lighthearted exterior contrasts starkly with the complex environment at

Oakland High School, a place rife with both academic potential and the

looming threats of violence, mental health issues, and socioeconomic

challenges.

Their reunion sets the stage as Richard and Cherie, friends from childhood,

reconnect at school after a tumultuous period apart. Both exhibit resilience

in the face of personal struggles, attempting to navigate the chaotic world

around them. Richard, with his charismatic and attentive nature, excels in

social situations, firmly establishing a familial bond with those close to him.

Cherie describes him as someone who asks for attention, but who offers

loyal friendship in return.

As the chapter delves deeper into the dynamics of Oakland High School, it

reveals an institution that serves as a melting pot for various cultures yet is

overwhelmed by challenges such as violence, truancy, and the pressure to

succeed against the odds. The school offers opportunities such as advanced
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classes and counseling, but the specter of dropouts looms large as many

students face obstacles that divert them off the path to graduation.

Miss Kaprice Wilson, the truancy coordinator, emerges as a pivotal figure in

Richard's life. Her approach is unorthodox, favoring connection over

reprimand, as she motivates kids like Richard to take responsibility for their

education. Richard's request to join her intervention program shows his

desire for change, and he quickly adopts her motto: "Never let your obstacles

become more important than your goal." Here we see the importance of

mentorship and guidance in helping vulnerable youth navigate their paths.

The chapter also provides context about Kaprice's own turbulent upbringing

in East Oakland, illustrating how her past experiences of loss and the chaotic

atmosphere of her surroundings shaped her dedication to mentoring children.

This creates a powerful parallel between her story and Richard's, illustrating

how generations can be marked by cycles of trauma and resilience.

As the narrative progresses, Richard's dramatic experiences outside of school

underscore the ever-present danger that comes with their environment. After

a series of unfortunate events, including a troubling incident of robbery,

Richard reflects on trust and the complexities of friendships in a world

where loyalties and lives can shift drastically in moments of crisis.

Through these glimpses into Richard's life and the lives of those around him,
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the author crafts a rich, interconnected tapestry of hope, struggle, and the

pursuit of a better future—despite the harsh realities woven into the fabric of

their everyday lives.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The power of mentorship can transform lives.

Critical Interpretation: As you navigate your own path, remember the

profound impact a mentor can have—someone who understands your

struggles and believes in your potential. Much like Miss Kaprice

Wilson, who chose connection over criticism, you too can become that

guiding light for others or seek out those who inspire you. Embrace

the challenges you face, and let them fuel your determination. When

you adopt the perspective of viewing obstacles as mere stepping

stones toward your goals, you gain the strength to push through

difficulties, fostering resilience that not only changes your life but also

creates a ripple effect in the lives of others. Your journey can begin

with a simple yet powerful choice: to never let challenges overshadow

your dreams.
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chapter 3: The Fire

On November 4, 2013, tensions and preoccupations in the lives of Richard

 and Sasha converged tragically during a bus ride in Oakland. Richard, a

young student grappling with his education and the impulse of youthful

recklessness, was encouraged by his cousin, Lloyd, to engage in a prank.

Meanwhile, Sasha, a thoughtful and introspective student at Maybeck High,

cherished their beloved bus rides, finding comfort and communication in

public transport while embracing their identity as agender.

1. Richard's friendship with Lloyd played a significant role in his life;

described as a "big rambunctious ball of energy," Lloyd's influence

encouraged Richard's playful yet impulsive decisions, including skipping

school and abandoning class seriousness. On this particular day, Richard

boarded the 57 bus with his cousin, under a veil of camaraderie and

mischief.

2. In stark contrast, Sasha’s character was shown as gentle and reflective.

They enjoyed bus rides that allowed them to express their identity through
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chapter 4 Summary: Justice

The narrative depicts a stark exploration of dualities in human identities and

 experiences, primarily through the lens of Jasmine, Richard, and Sasha, as

they navigate the complexities of justice and personal transformation. The

story draws attention to the societal binaries that categorize individuals and

highlights how these dichotomies contribute to discrimination,

misunderstanding, and the journeys of personal growth and redemption.

1. The courtroom scene introduces a pivotal moment in Richard's life,

dressed in gray Juvenile Hall attire, facing the legal repercussions of his

actions. His demeanor shifts from playful to serious, suggesting a

transformation that has occurred during his incarceration. Jasmine's support

for Richard underlines the familial bonds amidst tumult, as she grapples with

her role as a mother and the impact of her son's choices.

2. Richard’s court proceedings reflect the evolving landscape of juvenile

justice shaped by landmark Supreme Court decisions. With significant legal

arguments presented by his attorney, Du Bois, the dialogue emphasizes the

shifting perceptions of decency concerning juvenile sentencing. Jasmine's

emotional turmoil, expressed through tears in the courtroom, encapsulates a

mother’s heartache tinged with hope for her son’s redemption.

3. Within the confines of Juvenile Hall, Richard's transformation is
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contrasted with his earlier behavior. His interactions with staff reveal a shift

toward a more reflective, withdrawn demeanor as he engages in educational

pursuits and grapples with themes of forgiveness, particularly in light of

befriending the boy who had previously harmed him.

4. Jasmine’s repeated contemplation of “what ifs” highlights her struggles

with guilt and the desire for better outcomes in both Richard’s life and her

own circumstances. The narrative signals her shift toward faith as she seeks

understanding in a seemingly chaotic reality.

5. Life outside the courtroom carries on as Sasha's recovery progresses,

embodying resilience amid adversity. The contrasting narratives of Sasha's

acceptance into MIT and the impact of the fire they endured further

underline the vast disparities in experience between the two main characters,

revealing how trauma can lead to unexpected triumphs.

6. The encounter between Jasmine and Sasha’s family introduces a complex

narrative of forgiveness and acknowledgment. As emotions run high, it

reflects the potential for healing through understanding. This pivotal

moment displays both families’ capacity to empathize with one another

despite the harrowing circumstances.

7. As the story unfolds through Richard’s court appearances, the concept of

restorative justice is introduced, suggesting alternative paths for healing and
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accountability. The dialogue around Richard’s potential for rehabilitation

rather than punishment signifies a shift in societal response to youth

offending.

8. The evolution of political and cultural landscapes surrounding gender

identity is encapsulated through Sasha's journey toward acceptance within

the nonbinary community. Their experiences at the Gaskell Ball illustrate the

joy of self-expression and acceptance, contrasting sharply with the struggles

Richard faces as he serves his sentence.

9. The interconnected narratives culminate in the poignant depiction of

community and familial ties, revealing both the weight of societal

expectations and the hope for positive change. The juxtaposition of Richard's

incarceration and Sasha's burgeoning independence underscores the broader

themes of redemption, identity, and the quest for understanding across the

binary divides of society.

The intricate layers of personal development, societal expectations, and the

quest for forgiveness merge to create a narrative rich with insight into the

human experience, navigating pain, resilience, and the possibility for

transformation against a backdrop of adversity. Each character, in their

respective journeys, embodies the complexity of human identity, challenging

the simplistic binaries that often define societal perceptions.



Key Themes Description

Dualities in
Identity

The narrative explores human identities and experiences through
Jasmine, Richard, and Sasha, highlighting personal growth against
societal binaries.

Courtroom
Scene

Richard's transformation is highlighted as he faces legal
consequences, while Jasmine embodies familial support amidst
turmoil.

Juvenile
Justice

Richard's court proceedings reflect changes in juvenile justice,
emphasizing shifts in decency regarding juvenile sentencing and
Jasmine's emotional challenges.

Personal
Transformation

Richard's time in Juvenile Hall reveals his reflective state through
educational pursuits and grappling with forgiveness.

Mother's
Regret

Jasmine's “what ifs” express her guilt and desire for better outcomes
for her son, signaling a shift toward faith.

Sasha's
Recovery

Sasha's acceptance into MIT showcases resilience, highlighting
disparities between their experiences and Richard's trauma.

Forgiveness
Encounter

The meeting between Jasmine and Sasha's family explores healing
and acknowledgment amidst emotional turmoil.

Restorative
Justice

Richard's court appearances introduce restorative justice concepts,
focusing on rehabilitation over punishment for youth offenders.

Gender
Identity

Sasha's journey towards acceptance within the nonbinary community
contrasts their joy with Richard's struggles.

Community
and Family

The narratives highlight community and familial ties, showcasing
societal expectations and the hope for change amidst contrasting
paths of Richard and Sasha.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Power of Empathy and Forgiveness

Critical Interpretation: Imagine standing in a courtroom, grappling

with emotions as you witness a transformative moment for someone

who once caused pain. The chapter invites you to embrace the

profound power of empathy and forgiveness, key elements that can

redefine our relationships and personal growth. In your own life, think

about the conflicts or misunderstandings that have left scars. What if

you chose to view those situations through a lens of empathy,

understanding the pain and struggles of others? Forgiveness isn’t just

for the person who hurt you; it’s a powerful tool for your healing. Just

like Jasmine and Sasha, by seeking understanding amidst turmoil, you

can cultivate a space for reconciliation and hope, prompting a ripple

effect that fosters community, healing, and collective growth in the

face of adversity.
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