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The Body In The Woods Summary
A gripping tale of mystery and friendship in danger.
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About the book

In "The Body in the Woods," April Henry masterfully weaves a gripping tale

of mystery and suspense that pulls readers into the heart of a chilling search

for truth. Set against the backdrop of a lush Pacific Northwest forest, the

novel follows three teens—one a budding detective, another haunted by past

tragedies, and the third reluctantly drawn into the fray—who stumble upon a

murder mystery that will test their bravery and their friendship. As they

navigate through tangled secrets, hidden dangers, and the haunting silence of

the woods, they must confront not only the elusive killer but also their own

fears. With every twist and turn, Henry captivates her audience, inviting

them to join in a thrilling investigation that raises questions about trust,

loyalty, and the darkness that can lie just beneath the surface of everyday

life.
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About the author

April Henry is a talented American author renowned for her gripping young

adult mysteries and thrillers that often delve into the darker aspects of

human experience. With a background in psychology and a passion for

storytelling, Henry crafts narratives that not only entertain but also provoke

thought and evoke emotion. She has penned numerous bestsellers, earning

accolades and a loyal fan base for her ability to weave intricate plots filled

with suspense and relatable characters. Her keen understanding of crime and

investigation, as showcased in her notable work "The Body in the Woods,"

reflects her fascination with real-life mysteries and her dedication to

providing readers with thrilling narratives that keep them on the edge of

their seats.
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Chapter 1 Summary: 1. Tuesday: Blood

In Chapter 1 of "The Body in the Woods," we are introduced to three main

 characters: Alexis Frost, Nick Walker, and Ruby McClure, whose lives

become intertwined through a gripping phone call and text messages that

lead to an adrenaline-pumping search mission. The story begins in a buzzing

classroom where Alexis feels the weight of her worries. When her teacher,

Mrs. Fairchild, calls her to the front, Alexis is gripped by anxiety, fearing the

worst about her mother. 

Meanwhile, Nick, who is daydreaming about a girl he likes, receives a

life-changing text from his Search and Rescue team leader about a missing

man in Forest Park. His excitement is palpable as this marks his very first

call-out. He confidently informs his teacher, Mr. Dill, and despite the

surprise from his authority figure, he rushes out of the classroom, eager to

embark on this adventure.

Ruby, on the other hand, is also gearing up for the same mission. With her

affinity for military time making it easier for her to track the schedule, she

quickly heads home to prepare for the search. It’s clear that Ruby has her

own sense of independence and urgency, demonstrated when Nick asks her

for a ride, hinting at their collaborative effort in this impending challenge.

Overall, this chapter sets a tense yet intriguing stage, blending themes of
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courage, the quest for belonging, and the looming uncertainty of what lies

ahead. As the characters prepare for a mission to find a missing person, the

reader can sense the blend of fear and excitement that accompanies such a

pivotal moment, showcasing their evolving dynamics and motivations as

they step out into the unknown.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The bravery to face the unknown

Critical Interpretation: In this chapter, the pulse of excitement and the

acute anxiety faced by Alexis, Nick, and Ruby as they prepare for an

urgent mission encapsulates a critical life lesson: courage is not the

absence of fear, but the choice to confront it. As you navigate through

your own uncertainties, whether it's a daunting responsibility or an

unfamiliar challenge, allow the characters' determination to inspire

you. Embrace the unknown with confidence, understanding that true

growth often lies just beyond your comfort zone. When you bravely

step into your own forests of doubt and fear, you empower yourself to

discover new horizons and forge deeper connections with others along

the way.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Chapter 2 Summary: 2. Tuesday: A Bunch of Teenagers

In Chapter 2 of "The Body in the Woods," a sense of urgency unfolds as

 volunteers from the Portland County Sheriff’s Office gather to search for a

missing man, Bobby Balog. Alexis, a teenager and novice in the Search and

Rescue (SAR) team, quietly grapples with her anxiety while trying to

discreetly munch on a granola bar. The atmosphere is tense; Bobby’s

disappearance weighs heavily on everyone involved. Team Alpha,

consisting of mostly experienced teens, is briefed by their leader, Mitchell

Wiggins, an aspiring police officer and devoted Eagle Scout. He's

determined to lead the team effectively, detailing Bobby’s physical

description and emphasizing his autism, which complicates the search

because Bobby has a tendency to hide in the woods he loves.

While the group prepares, Bobby’s distraught parents arrive. Mrs. Balog, her

mascara running and eyes red from crying, initially questions the team’s

youth, unsure about their abilities. Jon, one of the adult advisers, steps in

confidently, assuring her of their training and commitment. The meeting is

intense; the Balogs are desperate, and the team is aware of the stakes. They

divide into smaller groups, with tensions rising as Alexis finds herself paired

with Ruby and Nick, two characters who have their own dynamics. While

others receive specific gear, Alexis feels sidelined as she's given nothing,

emphasizing her position as a newcomer.
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Despite her insecurities, Alexis feels a determined resolve to locate Bobby,

and when she holds the photo of him, she silently vows to help. As the teams

split up and set out on their search, Mrs. Balog clings to hope, desperately

asking Alexis if they’ll find her son. Alexis, overwhelmed yet steadfast, can

only promise to try. The chapter captures the themes of youth, responsibility,

and the urgency of action against the backdrop of a darkening forest, as the

teens embark on a critical mission, facing both their personal challenges and

the emotional weight of the search.
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Chapter 3: 3. Tuesday: Long Yellow Teeth

In Chapter 3 of "The Body in the Woods," the tension escalates as Alexis,

 Ruby, and Nick embark on their search for Bobby, a man with autism who

is missing in the forest. Ruby, eager and equipped with her climbing gear,

urges the group to hurry before nightfall. Nick, playful and

attention-seeking, leaps onto logs and splashes in puddles, contrasting with

Alexis, who feels the weight of their serious mission. As they navigate

through a stunning, fairy-tale-like forest of towering trees and lush greenery,

Alexis grapples with her unease, haunted by the possibility that Bobby could

be in dire straits.

Throughout their trek, they interact with various people, including a jogger,

a heavyset man, and a homeless individual, but none have seen Bobby. The

search feels daunting, and as reality sets in, Alexis can’t shake the anxiety

that maybe Bobby is hurt, or worse. This fear deepens when she finds a lost

birdwatcher's notebook, only to encounter the owner, an enthusiastic birder.

While they exchange pleasantries, Alexis seizes the moment to redirect their

focus back to the search, sharing critical details about Bobby.
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Chapter 4 Summary: 4. Tuesday: Unimaginable Feats of
Bravery

In Chapter 4 of "The Body in the Woods," we find Nick drifting in his

 thoughts as he searches the park for Bobby, the missing person. He feels

disheartened by the lack of challenge in the search, realizing that they have

been assigned the least likely area to find anyone. Despite his initial

ambition to prove himself through the Search and Rescue (SAR) team, Nick

is losing hope and motivation as he wanders alone, occasionally calling out

Bobby’s name without any enthusiasm.

As he searches, Nick's mind begins to wander to thoughts of his father, who

died in combat. He imagines transforming his SAR gear into military

equipment, drawing inspiration from memories and fragmented stories about

his dad. Nick longs for a place where bravery is demonstrated through real

actions, as opposed to earning badges in Boy Scouts. He yearns for

recognition and a sense of belonging, feeling like an outsider in a world that

often marginalizes him.

Nick recalls the Bronze Star medal he saw in his mother’s dresser, feeling

the weight of his father's sacrifice but also the distance from the man he

barely remembers. His mother’s avoidance of the topic only deepens his

sense of isolation, as she fears he will follow in his father’s footsteps.

Despite these challenges, Nick believes that in the army, characteristics like
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speed, strength, and bravery will matter more than his race and appearance.

Just as he gets lost in his thoughts, the sound of a whistle breaks through his

daydreaming, indicating that someone may have found Bobby. Filled with a

renewed sense of determination, Nick races back down the trail, hoping to

assist in whatever way he can. He envisions practical ways he could help

Bobby if he’s injured, showing his desire to be useful despite the earlier

feelings of inadequacy. But deep down, Nick is aware that his ideas may be

just fantasies, leaving readers on the edge of anticipation about the unfolding

search.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Courage to Embrace Challenge and Find Purpose

Critical Interpretation: Just like Nick, who battles feelings of

inadequacy and disillusionment during his search for Bobby, you too

might experience moments where the challenges seem overwhelming

and your motivation wanes. However, in these very moments of

doubt, consider how Nick's renewed determination at the sound of a

whistle reignited his passion to help. This serves as a powerful

reminder that often our most significant growth comes from facing

what scares us or seems insurmountable. Embrace these challenges as

opportunities to rediscover your purpose and the strength within you,

transforming obstacles into stepping stones towards your aspirations.
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Chapter 5 Summary: 5. Tuesday: Something Awful
Lurking

In Chapter 5 of "The Body in the Woods," Alexis is thrust into a moment of

 horror when she spots what she initially believes to be the missing man,

Bobby, slumped against a bush on a trail. Struggling with disbelief and

growing dread, she grapples with the terrifying possibility that he is lifeless.

Her heart races as she calls out to him, but his back remains unmoving,

fueling her anxiety. 

As Alexis approaches cautiously, she tries to rationalize his silence,

considering various scenarios like a possible accident or fatigue. Yet, deep

down, she is gripped by fear—an instinctual feeling reminiscent of her

childhood fears of threats lurking in the shadows, intensifying her struggle to

move closer. Remembering the search and rescue whistle she learned to use,

she attempts to blow it loudly, hoping to summon help, but the sound comes

out weak and faint. 

Gradually, Alexis inches forward, grappling with the realization that the

black jacket doesn’t match Bobby’s description, and the hair she can now

see is not the expected brown but rather long and blond. Her instincts start to

scream that this is not Bobby at all, and the sense of impending dread hits

her anew. 
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This chapter encapsulates the themes of fear and uncertainty, exploring

Alexis's courage in confronting what could be a grim reality. The inner

turmoil she experiences emphasizes the psychological weight of the moment

and sets the stage for the unfolding mystery, as she comes to terms with the

fact that the person before her is not who she thought they were. The tension

builds not just from what she might find in her investigation, but from the

profound isolation and urgency she feels while navigating this terrifying

situation alone.
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Chapter 6: 6. Tuesday: You Just Have to Look

In Chapter 6 of "The Body in the Woods," Ruby is deep in the forest,

 connecting with nature as she listens to the songs of various birds. Her

tranquility is abruptly interrupted by a whistle that signals danger.

Instinctively, she rushes toward the sound and discovers a girl lying

motionless on the forest floor. The girl, about Ruby's age, has notable

features like shoulder-length blond hair and striking green eye shadow, but

there are no visible injuries at first glance.

Taking on the role of a First Responder, Ruby calmly introduces herself and

begins to assess the situation, slipping on purple vinyl gloves as she checks

the girl’s pulse—only to find nothing. A wave of panic washes over her as

she realizes the grim truth: the girl is dead. Her friends, Nick and Alexis,

arrive and are filled with shock and confusion. Nick mistakenly assumes the

victim is a boy, but Ruby quickly corrects him. When Nick calls for help on

the radio, his frantic communication lacks protocol, reflecting the chaos of

the moment.
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Chapter 7 Summary: 7. Tuesday: The Next to Die

In Chapter 7 of "The Body in the Woods," the story takes a dark turn as

 Alexis, Ruby, and Nick stumble upon the body of a murdered girl deep in

the woods. Initially, Alexis is in shock at the sight, grappling with the surreal

realization that someone her age has been killed. Ruby, with an unsettling

calm, begins to analyze the scene, noting the lack of blood and signs of

struggle, which surprisingly does little to reassure Nick, who panics at the

thought of being the next victim. Their conversation shifts between morbid

curiosity and a desperate need for answers as they speculate about the

identity of the girl and the motives behind her death.

As Ruby meticulously investigates, she finds a footprint near the body,

suggesting someone may have been there recently. The tension escalates

when they suddenly hear footsteps approaching, prompting fear and a flight

response. Nick's instinct to flee kicks in, and in a moment of heightened

anxiety, he drops his rock and runs, leaving Alexis feeling vulnerable and

desperate.

This chapter highlights themes of fear, the fragility of life, and the struggle

to understand violence against innocence. The characters are confronted with

the harsh realities of death, and their responses reveal differing coping

mechanisms—Alexis's shock, Nick's panic, and Ruby's analytical demeanor.

The gripping atmosphere is amplified by the grim discovery and the
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imminent threat they sense, leaving readers at the edge of their seats,

wondering what will happen next.
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Chapter 8 Summary: 8. Tuesday: In the End, You’re Just
Dead

In Chapter 8 of "The Body in the Woods," Alexis and her friends find

 themselves deep in the aftermath of a traumatic encounter—a dead girl

discovered in the woods. The chilling sound of a radio brings them relief as

Jon and Mitchell arrive, confirming their presence marks the return of the

good guys. Instead of a killer, they have found a body, and the weight of that

reality crashes down on Alexis—this is no longer a drill or a game; a life has

been lost.

The group quickly deduces that the girl was murdered, evidenced by

strangulation marks, while fresh footprints raise the stakes of their

discovery. As they recount their grim finding to the authorities, we see the

characters’ emotional journeys unfold. Jon tries to comfort the shaken group,

but the impact of seeing a dead body hits hard, especially for Alexis, who

grapples with the stark reality of mortality.

As they navigate their way back through the now darkened woods, Alexis’s

mind swirls with thoughts about life’s fragility. The conversation shifts

between Ruby and Nick, who bicker about the missed evidence—the

footprint—which underscores the tension and chaos surrounding them. The

arrival at the parking lot transforms the group from witnesses to potential

victims in need of processing their trauma.
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Amidst this chaos, Alexis meets Bran Dawson, a young volunteer from the

Trauma Intervention Program. His calm presence is a stark contrast to the

turmoil swirling around her, and he offers both warmth and a listening ear.

As she leans against a warm cop car and wraps herself in a blanket, Alexis

fights against the urge to confront her emotions. Yet, Bran encourages her to

acknowledge the reality of what she’s witnessed, emphasizing that

avoidance won’t help her heal.

Their exchange highlights a central theme of the chapter: the haunting

presence of trauma and the necessity of facing one’s feelings rather than

suppressing them. As Alexis struggles with her thoughts of the dead girl and

the surreal feeling of reality, Nick’s sudden physical reaction—he

vomits—serves as a visceral reminder of the emotional toll this experience

exacts not only on her but on everyone involved.

In this chapter, the characters' resilience is tested, friendships are strained

under pressure, and the specter of violence looms large, leaving Alexis and

her friends to navigate their way through the shadows of grief, fear, and the

search for understanding in the wake of horror.
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Chapter 9: 10. Tuesday: Asleep Forever

In Chapter 10 of "The Body in the Woods," we see Ruby waiting anxiously

 as Detective Harriman interviews Nick about the shocking discovery of a

body in the woods. Wrapped in a blanket offered by a volunteer named

Mandy, Ruby is not quite ready to accept comfort from someone she doesn't

know. Despite the cold and tense atmosphere, Ruby feels unexpectedly

alive, finally stepping out of the roles she usually plays at home and school,

ready to engage in the investigation.

When it's her turn, Ruby hops into the detective's car and eagerly shares

what she knows. Her keen observational skills shine through as she recounts

the intricate details of the scene—the van, the girl’s appearance, and

everything leading to that tragic moment. Her enthusiasm for true crime and

her love for detail come to life as she goes on about famous crimes and the

intricacies of crime scene investigation, much to the detective's bemusement.

As Ruby communicates what she observed about the victim, she explains

her actions out of concern, clarifying how she checked the girl's pulse while
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Chapter 10 Summary: 11. Tuesday: After Dark

In Chapter 11 of "The Body in the Woods," Alexis finds herself weighed

 down by fatigue after a long day of being questioned by detectives about a

murder investigation. The pressure mounts as she watches Nick, another

volunteer, feel ill and attribute it to the flu. As the officer questions her

repeatedly, Alexis is asked for a print of her shoe soles to rule her out as a

suspect. Despite her skepticism about the need for this, she complies,

recognizing the importance of the investigation. 

When she finally leaves the detective's vehicle, she's met unexpectedly by

Bran, who insists on driving her home instead of letting her take the bus,

recognizing it's unsafe for her to wait alone at night. Though she tries to

brush off his concern, Bran's charm and crooked grin soften her defenses,

and she reluctantly agrees to the ride. 

During the drive, Bran shares insights about his volunteer work and

reassures Alexis about her feelings, acknowledging the emotional turmoil

she might face after witnessing such a traumatic event. He encourages her to

engage in activities that bring her joy, such as listening to music or drawing,

and subtly stresses that experiencing a mix of emotions is normal. 

As they reach her stop, Alexis is anxious to avoid any confrontation with her

mother, so she asks Bran to let her out a few blocks away. He offers her his
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cell number, insisting she can reach out to him if she needs support, but

Alexis brushes off the offer, insisting she prefers to deal with things on her

own. The exchange reflects her struggle with vulnerability, reinforcing the

theme of isolation after trauma. Even as Bran tries to connect, Alexis is

determined to keep her distance, revealing her internal conflict between

needing support and protecting herself from getting closer to others.
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Chapter 11 Summary: 12. Tuesday: Outside the Box

In Chapter 12 of "The Body in the Woods," Ruby grapples with her feelings

 of isolation and her unique perspective on life. She reflects on her friendship

with Alexis, which seems to be fading, leaving Ruby feeling abandoned and

unsure of what went wrong. Despite being praised for thinking "outside the

box," Ruby struggles with societal norms that often confuse

her—particularly the unspoken rules surrounding death and how people

avoid discussing it, even in her family of doctors.

After a long day, Ruby returns home to find her worried parents awaiting

her. They are distressed by the fact that she encountered a murder victim

while participating in Search and Rescue (SAR) and are concerned for her

emotional well-being. Ruby defends her passion for SAR, asserting it

provides excitement and a chance to help others, even after death. However,

her parents reveal their true feelings: they want her to stop participating in

SAR due to the exposure to crime and its consequences, believing it’s

unhealthy for her.

Rubby feels misunderstood and trapped by her parents' decisions, branding

their intervention an ultimatum rather than a discussion. She expresses her

frustration, asserting that SAR gives her a sense of belonging that she

desperately craves. Her heartfelt struggle reveals a central theme: the clash

between parental protection and an adolescent's desire for autonomy. The
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chapter ends with Ruby feeling more isolated than ever, fearing the loss of

her newfound place in the world just when she thought she was starting to fit

in.
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Chapter 12: 13. Tuesday: Open into Darkness

In Chapter 13 of "The Body in the Woods" by April Henry, Alexis returns

 home to find the door unlocked, sending a chill down her spine. Inside,

she's met by her mother, who is dressed oddly, performing a dramatic bow.

Her mother's erratic behavior is evident; she’s stopped taking her

medication, and her mental state wavers between lucid moments and odd

obsessions, like blessing strangers in the park. Alexis feels a mix of concern

and exasperation as she tries to engage her mother in conversation, urging

her to eat and take care of herself.

Their conversation turns heavy when Alexis reveals that during a Search and

Rescue mission, she discovered the body of a murdered girl in the woods.

This revelation strikes her mother deeply, momentarily grounding her in

reality. Alexis is overwhelmed with grief, not just for the dead girl, but also

for the precariousness of her own family situation. She senses that her mom's

condition, if unchecked, could lead her down a dangerous path where she too

might end up in the woods one day.
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Chapter 13 Summary: 14. Tuesday: Death in the Woods

In Chapter 14 of "The Body in the Woods," Ruby struggles to process the

 tragic news about a girl whose body was discovered in Forest Park.

Distracted by her parents' attempts to shield her from the situation, she finds

herself glued to her laptop, scouring for more details. The media coverage

only mentions the basic facts, leaving her feeling frustrated and yearning for

more information.

After some digging, Ruby locates an older article about another woman

whose body was found in Washington Park, suspected to be the victim of

strangulation. The details are stark: the woman was discovered off the beaten

path—an area frequented more by locals than tourists—raising questions

about her background. Ruby notices the victim’s distinctive black hoodie,

adorned with angel wings and sparkly designs, and she reflects on the

clothing choices of her peers. To Ruby, this hoodie signifies youth,

suggesting that the victim might not be an adult but rather a teenage girl, like

the girl found recently.

This revelation deepens Ruby's emotional connection to the case,

highlighting her sensibilities about teenage culture and clothing. As she

contrasts her own pragmatic wardrobe choices with those of her classmates,

the chapter illuminates Ruby's introspective nature. The theme of the fleeting

innocence of youth emerges, emphasizing how quickly life can change,
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especially for young girls caught in dangerous circumstances. Ruby's

determination to uncover the truth and her instinct to empathize with the

victim highlight her growing maturity as she wrestles with the realities of

violence in her community. The chapter is a poignant exploration of grief,

identity, and the nagging curiosity that drives Ruby forward in her quest for

answers.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Chapter 14 Summary: 15. Wednesday: Anything God
Didn’t Put There

In Chapter 15 of "The Body in the Woods," the scene unfolds in a chilly,

 drizzly locale as Nick and his fellow Search and Rescue (SAR) trainees

prepare to search for evidence related to a recent discovery of a dead girl’s

body. Nick is feeling a bit off, attributing it to having caught the stomach flu

from his mother, but he brushes off his discomfort, insisting to his teammate

Alexis that he’s fine. There's a hint of tension as he grapples with his

feelings for Alexis, wondering if she might be interested in him too.

The team gathers for a briefing led by Mitchell, their instructor, and

Detective Harriman, who explains the purpose of their search. Nick feels

jittery but tries to maintain focus. They are instructed to look for anything

that "God didn’t put there," underscoring the meticulousness required for

this kind of forensic work. As they start searching in a grid formation, Nick

unearths the reality of the situation as they crawl on their hands and knees

through the cold ground, scanning for small pieces of evidence.

As the search progresses, there’s a blend of camaraderie and competition

within the team. They find minor items like cigarette butts and small bits of

litter, none of which seem particularly significant. Nick can’t help but feel

disheartened as they discover nothing substantial, such as weapons or any

clue that might lead to solving the case. The atmosphere shifts from one of

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


excitement to quiet frustration as the hours drag on without meaningful

discoveries.

In a moment of levity, Nick playfully comments on how Alexis smells like

chocolate chip cookies, but he quickly gets reprimanded by Mitchell for

talking when they should be concentrating. This serves to highlight the

underlying tension of their task amidst Nick's burgeoning feelings for

Alexis. The chapter concludes with Nick spotting something glinting on the

ground, prompting a surge of adrenaline as he starts to reach for it. It's a

pivotal moment that suggests the potential for a significant breakthrough in

their search, leaving readers eager to see what he'll discover.
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Chapter 15: 16. Wednesday: Things Go South

In Chapter 16 of "The Body in the Woods," tensions rise as Ruby, a

 dedicated member of the Search and Rescue (SAR) team, navigates the

complexities of a crime scene investigation. While assisting in the search for

evidence related to a murder, Ruby witnesses her teammate Nick almost

touch a potential crucial clue: several strands of blond hair. Detective

Harriman is quickly called over to inspect the find, and Ruby senses its

significance—it feels like a turning point in the case.

During their break for lunch, Ruby reflects on her decision to defy her

parents by skipping school and joining the SAR team. Though they are strict

and cautious, Ruby feels empowered and driven by a desire to contribute to

the investigation of a murder case. This defiance represents a deeper longing

for independence as she connects with her peers and plays a role in

something much bigger than herself.

As Ruby observes, Detective Harriman meticulously documents the scene,

capturing photos of the hair and collecting it as evidence. Ruby tries to
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Chapter 16 Summary: 17. Wednesday: Hidden

In this gripping chapter, Nick sits in the back corner of the sheriff’s office

 meeting room, sketching an image of a kidnapped girl while listening to a

presentation on urban searches. He finds solace in his art, especially when

the subject matter becomes unsettling. His drawing reflects his mental

engagement with the ongoing adult conversations about finding missing

people, specifically kids or the elderly. During a break, Ruby offers to drive

both him and Alexis home, hinting at a serious conversation about the recent

tragedy they all witnessed—the death of Miranda Wyatt.

As they pile into Ruby’s cluttered car, Nick is reminded of Ruby’s peculiar

habits, particularly her aversion to germs. The car is filled with mismatched

papers, old food containers, and a general aura of disorder, contrasting

sharply with Ruby’s quieter, more observant demeanor. She reveals that she

overheard crucial information about Miranda's case, igniting their curiosity

and concern. 

Ruby theorizes that they might have valuable insights since they were

present when Miranda was found. She suggests that the girl’s murder could

be linked to a serial killer, a notion that both intrigues and unsettles Nick. He

feels a thrill at the thought of being involved in something so significant,

while Alexis remains skeptical, reminding Ruby that reality isn’t like a

movie.
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Undeterred, Ruby shares her research, uncovering potential connections

between Miranda’s murder and another unsolved case of a homeless woman.

Her argument hinges on the nature of serial killers, citing FBI statistics and

defining the different types—organized versus disorganized. She explains

that organized killers often possess a facade of charm and normalcy, creating

a chilling dichotomy between their public personas and horrific actions.

As Ruby delves deeper into her theories, Nick feels a mix of dread and

fascination. Ruby's insights highlight the disturbing reality of empathy-less

individuals who might blend into society, casting a shadow over their

investigation. The chapter builds tension as it explores themes of innocence,

the hidden darkness in people, and the moral implications of understanding

perpetrators while seeking justice for their victims. Nick’s growing

admiration for Ruby, alongside his protective feelings for Alexis, further

complicates the dynamics between the three characters amid the dark

backdrop of their discussions.
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Chapter 17 Summary: 18. Wednesday: The Sound of Her
Last Breath

In Chapter 18 of "The Body in the Woods," we delve into a tense and

 unsettling encounter between a young girl living on the streets and an

unnamed man who appears both compassionate and potentially sinister. The

scene unfolds outside a defunct restaurant, where the girl is hunched against

the door, her vulnerability palpable. With a piece of cardboard begging for

help and a few coins from passersby, she represents the harsh reality of

youth homelessness. The man, drawn in by her striking bobbed hair and the

temptation of her innocence, presents himself as someone from a fictitious

charity, "Hope for the Homeless," offering her gloves as a gesture of

kindness.

As they converse, the girl’s strength and self-sufficiency emerge; she insists

she can take care of herself, pointing out a surveillance camera that gives her

a sense of security. However, the man perceives the false safety the camera

offers and worries about how many eyes have witnessed his behavior toward

her. He tries to give her a prepaid phone, an obvious gesture of assistance

that conceals a hidden agenda: tracking her movements. The girl's suspicion

grows, showcasing her street-smart awareness that nothing comes without a

price. When she refuses the phone, her pride and sense of independence

shine through as she questions the man’s true intentions.
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In a strategic pivot, the man offers a seemingly innocuous tube of lip balm,

which she accepts with gratitude. This small gesture of kindness conceals a

GPS device, ensuring he will be able to keep tabs on her without her

knowledge. As the chapter closes, his inner satisfaction is evident, marked

by a sense of triumph as he walks away, leaving the girl unknowingly

compromised. 

This chapter captures themes of manipulation, the grim realities of

homelessness, and the loss of innocence while exploring the dynamics of

power between the characters. The girl’s mix of vulnerability and resilience

stands in stark contrast to the calculated intentions of the man, creating a

gripping narrative that leaves readers questioning morality and human

connection.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of awareness and self-sufficiency in the

face of vulnerability

Critical Interpretation: In this chapter, you witness how the young

girl’s street-smart awareness and insistence on her independence

empower her, even in a precarious situation. This moment serves as a

poignant reminder that in life, it’s crucial to remain vigilant and

discerning about those who approach us, especially when they offer

help. By embracing a sense of self-sufficiency, you can cultivate

strength and resilience against potential manipulation, inspiring you to

trust your instincts and navigate life's challenges with confidence. Just

like the girl, your ability to recognize the value of your own agency

can be a powerful tool in safeguarding your well-being and making

informed choices.
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Chapter 18: 19. Wednesday: You’re One of Them Now

In Chapter 19 of "The Body in the Woods," Alexis returns home after a long

 and emotionally taxing day with Search and Rescue. She reflects on her

initial expectations versus the harsh reality of her experience, which includes

confronting death rather than the mundane tasks she envisioned. Upon

entering her apartment, she finds her mother absorbed in solitaire, neglecting

the peanut butter and jelly sandwich Alexis prepared earlier. This moment

highlights the tension between them, as Alexis's mom exhibits signs of

paranoia, questioning Alexis's intentions regarding the sandwich.

Exhausted and overwhelmed, Alexis retreats to her room and engages in a

text conversation with a boy named Bran. This exchange shows Alexis's

desire for connection but also her instinct to keep parts of her life private, as

she grapples with her overwhelming circumstances. She spends some time

searching for information about a deceased girl named Miranda Wyatt,

whose life—and untimely death—captivates her. As she explores Miranda's

Facebook, she uncovers both fond remembrances from friends and troubling

images that suggest a reckless lifestyle, raising questions about whether
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Chapter 19 Summary: 20. Thursday: When She Was
Finally Still

In Chapter 20 of "The Body in the Woods" by April Henry, the narrative

 centers around a character deeply entangled in his thoughts about a girl

named Miranda Wyatt, who has tragically passed away. The chapter opens

with him preparing a simple, yet colorful breakfast of cage-free eggs,

reflecting a sense of nostalgia and care. As he eats, he flips through the local

newspaper and finds an article about Miranda, confirming her identity as a

girl he had become close to during her struggles as a homeless youth.

Through the newspaper, he learns more about Miranda's life—she was

well-liked, had a family, and had been a student, contrary to the narrative of

her being a runaway. This discrepancy leaves him wondering about the truth.

The article evokes emotions within him, not just due to Miranda’s death, but

because of the connection they shared; her blond hair, now cut and kept as a

memento in his office, symbolizes a longing that transcends her life.

As he finishes his meal, his attention shifts to Ruby McClure, another girl

who has recently captured his interest. The juxtaposition of Ruby's name,

which he finds beautiful, against the backdrop of the tragic search for

Miranda highlights his evolving obsession. He feels a compelling urge to

track Ruby, using technology to monitor the lives of homeless girls. His

method of attaching GPS trackers to them reveals a chilling detachment. He
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seems not just to want to help but to possess a sense of control over their

lives, viewing them as experiments rather than individuals.

This chapter delves into darker themes of obsession, the fine line between

compassion and control, and the unsettling nature of his bustling mind

juxtaposed with the quiet act of preparing food. As he plans to engage Ruby

under dubious pretenses, it casts a shadow over his motivations, raising

questions about his morality. The mix of tenderness over his memories of

Miranda and the impending manipulation of Ruby creates a tense

atmosphere as the character's psychology unfolds, prompting a sense of

foreboding about what is to come.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of understanding the truth behind people's

lives.

Critical Interpretation: Your perspective on others can transform when

you take the time to uncover their true stories. Just as the character

learns about Miranda’s multifaceted life beyond the tragic headlines,

you are inspired to see past superficial judgments and invest in

understanding those around you. This revelation could encourage you

to engage more deeply with others, fostering empathy and compassion

in your interactions, ultimately enriching your own life through

authentic connections.
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Chapter 20 Summary: 21. Thursday: All of Them Gone
Now

In Chapter 21 of "The Body in the Woods," the story continues with Nick, a

 sixteen-year-old involved in a serious murder investigation. Excited about

being featured in the Oregonian with his search-and-rescue (SAR) team, he

shares the news with his mother and older brother, Kyle. However, Kyle

remains disinterested, and Nick feels a pang of disappointment that his

accomplishments aren't recognized. Their mom is worried about Nick's

participation in such a grim task, questioning whether it’s suitable for

someone his age, especially in the aftermath of finding a body in the woods.

At school, gossip swirls around a local football star, Jericho Jones, who was

arrested for his involvement in a robbery. Despite the distraction, Nick

strives to bring attention to his own experience by weaving it into

conversations. He tries to impress his classmates, particularly a girl named

Kylie, but finds that his stories of the evidence search fail to capture their

interest. He confides to Sasha, another classmate, about the nature of what

he experienced, but her reaction is more about the gruesomeness of the job

than support or curiosity.

Things take an unexpected turn when Nick is called to the office, fearing he

might have gotten in trouble for what he shared about the case. However,

Mrs. Weissig informs him that a detective wants him to come to the police
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headquarters to potentially identify a suspect. This moment transforms

Nick's standing among his peers, casting him as a key witness in this

ongoing murder investigation. As rumors begin to circulate, Nick’s life

intertwines more deeply with the grim realities of investigation and crime,

highlighting themes of responsibility, the struggle for recognition, and the

burden of confronting darker aspects of life.
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Chapter 21: 22. Thursday: In a Darkened Room

In Chapter 22 of "The Body in the Woods," Ruby finds herself at the

 Portland Police Bureau’s Central Precinct, her heart racing at the prospect of

identifying a suspect in a recent crime. Despite the weight of secrecy on her

shoulders—her parents are oblivious to her involvement in the search for

evidence—she feels a mix of anxiety and determination as she navigates the

unfamiliar but imposing environment of the police station.

Ruby's knowledge about lineups and witness identification fuels her

apprehensions about the process. She recalls how improper identifications

have led to wrongful convictions, and she hopes that her own memory will

be reliable. As she waits, she interacts briefly with a young man on the street

who asks for money, emphasizing Ruby’s empathetic but cautious nature. 

Inside the precinct, she observes the stark contrast between the grandeur of

the lobby and the sterile interview room where Detective Harriman meets

her. The detective carries a file folder, and Ruby feels the weight of

responsibility as they dive into the crucial task of identifying potential
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Chapter 22 Summary: 23. Friday: If They Knew the
Truth

In Chapter 23 of "The Body in the Woods," we dive deep into the

 fragmented psyche of a troubled individual, overwhelmed by a sense of

invisibility and powerlessness in the eyes of those around him. Feeling

disregarded and underestimated, he reflects on a moment from his past—his

first encounter with a girl who crossed his path in downtown Portland. 

On that perfect autumn day, he met her in need, hungry and lost, and chose

to share a meal with her at a nearby McDonald's, despite the dismal

surroundings. The two shared a brief moment of connection in the park,

where nature's beauty was a sharp contrast to the girl's bleak story. She had

run away from her chaotic life, revealing glimpses of her struggles that

resonated with him. He attempted to share bits of his own life, but her

disinterest quickly turned the conversation into something unsettling. 

Frustration simmered beneath the surface as he tried to engage her further,

only for her carelessness to provoke him. What began as a reprimand

spiraled into horror when he felt compelled to silence her as she fought

back—her struggles culminating in a moment of chilling stillness. This

memory is a key turning point for him, as her death became an unexpected

gift, awakening a dark realization: he possessed the power to control life and

death itself.
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Themes of power, control, and transformation thread through this chapter,

revealing how this encounter has forever altered his perspective on

existence. Instead of feeling small and ignored, he discovers a sinister sense

of empowerment in being the master of fate, hinting at the dangerous

potential that lurks within him. The chapter paints a haunting portrait of his

manic thoughts, capturing the tension between vulnerability and a profound

need for dominance in a world that overlooks him.
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Chapter 23 Summary: 24. Saturday: Still Gone

In Chapter 24 of "The Body in the Woods," Alexis is in a state of anxiety,

 left alone after her mother, Tanya, has been missing for 48 hours. After a

restless night, she grapples with the fear that if she involves the police, it

could lead to further complications due to her mother's mental health issues.

There's a haunting uncertainty about her mother's whereabouts—did she

vanish voluntarily, or is something more sinister at play? Alexis speculates

about possible locations her mother might have gone, thinking she could be

off her medications.

Desperate for answers, she first checks their basement laundry room and

then heads to Perk Up, a coffee shop where her mom sometimes worked.

Here, she hopes for news but receives none. A well-meaning shop owner,

Mara, gives her a cinnamon roll, highlighting the care and concern of the

community, but Alexis feels the weight of her mother's absence.

Alexis decides to take matters into her own hands, realizing she needs to

search for her mother in places that are less official, knowing that her mother

could be confused and wandering. She rides the bus downtown, feeling the

crunch of the stale pastry in her stomach—a physical manifestation of her

mounting worry and the stress she carries.

Once at the library, Alexis searches for news about Miranda, a girl who had
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been murdered—a case that intertwines with her own quest. She discovers

information about Jay Adams, the suspected murderer, and is struck by the

details of the crime and his unsettling booking photo. Alexis prints out an

article and a photo of her mother, intending to show it to her later when

Tanya returns to her senses.

As Alexis leaves the library, she notices the stark reality of homelessness

around her, especially among youth her age. She confronts a homeless man,

showing him her mother’s photo, only to be met with hostility and

misunderstanding. In a moment of disconnection, Alexis inadvertently gives

him a photo of Miranda instead of her mother. This echoes her struggle—her

search for her mom amidst darker realities, and the challenge of being a

young girl in an adult world filled with chaos and fear.

This chapter emphasizes themes of isolation, the struggle for survival, and

the blurred lines between sanity and madness. Alexis’s determination to find

her mother highlights her resilience, while her encounters with the homeless

community showcase the vulnerability that can exist beneath the surface of

society. The heart-wrenching portrayal of her search reflects the deep bond

between mother and daughter, as well as the fragility of their situation.
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Chapter 24: 25. Saturday: All the Choices in the World

In Chapter 25 of "The Body in the Woods" by April Henry, Alexis is on a

 desperate search for her mother, who is mentally ill and missing. She

approaches a homeless man, showing him a photo of her mom for help. The

man dismissively refers to individuals like Miranda as “oogles,” rich kids

who pretend to be homeless to feel edgy or alive, contrasting sharply with

those who are genuinely struggling. His observation resonates with Alexis,

revealing that Miranda might have been playing at being homeless, mingling

with those who face real hardships.

As Alexis learns about the “oogles,” she reflects on her mother’s condition,

affirming her mother’s true struggles, despite the man’s apathetic attitude

towards mental illness. Feeling increasingly frustrated and helpless, Alexis

continues her search but finds no leads. She barely eats, consumed by worry

and scanning faces in a bus mall filled with transient people, hoping to catch

sight of her mother.

Tension escalates when Alexis witnesses a heated exchange between a man
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Chapter 25 Summary: 26. Saturday: Step One

In Chapter 26 of "The Body in the Woods," we follow George Hines as he

 embarks on what he once considered an easy 1.3-mile hike to regain his

fitness. Seven years have passed since he last made the trek, and this time,

the experience is daunting. As he struggles up the steep, rutted trail, his

physical state becomes evident—he's out of shape, heavier, and has taken up

smoking again. The once-familiar surroundings turn threatening as darkness

quickly falls, not to mention that he has set out late in the day during

autumn, having forgotten about daylight savings time.

As the shadows deepen, George's anxiety mounts. Alone in the woods with

fading daylight, he realizes he has missed the end of the trail and is uncertain

about how to find his way back. He tries to rely on his lighter for visibility

but is met with pervading darkness. A sudden coldness in the air,

accompanied by falling snow, heightens his sense of dread as he grasps the

reality of being lost.

In a moment of desperation, he calls his wife, Doreen, who immediately

expresses concern. Their conversation reveals George's increasing

vulnerability—he lacks basic supplies and safety gear. As the 9-1-1

dispatcher instructs him to stay put and reassures him that help is on the

way, George comes to a grim realization about his situation; the possibility

of danger is palpable, filling him with fear as he contemplates the stark truth

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


that he may not make it out.

This chapter is rich in themes of accountability and self-awareness. George’s

journey reflects a personal struggle against both nature and his own past

mistakes, highlighting the complexity of determination and the

consequences of neglecting one's health. The tension ramps up as darkness

and snow engulf him, symbolizing not just the physical danger he faces but

also the weight of his choices creeping up on him.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Chapter 26 Summary: 27. Saturday: In Good Spirits

In Chapter 27 of "The Body in the Woods," the story unfolds on a Saturday

 evening as Nick seeks permission from his mom to borrow the car for a

search operation in Columbia Gorge. His mom is hesitant, but with the

support of his brother Kyle, she finally agrees, realizing the importance of

the search for a lost hiker. 

As they travel, Nick is accompanied by Deputy Chris Nagle and a group of

search and rescue (SAR) volunteers, including his friends Ruby, Mitchell,

and Alexis. Jon, the team leader, emphasizes the challenges they’ve faced

this week but urges everyone to remain focused and motivated. They are

searching for George Hines, a hiker who lacks essential survival gear and is

stranded in the cold. 

As they venture into the snowy wilderness, Nick imagines himself on a

heroic mission, an exhilarating escape from reality. The tension builds as

they hike for hours, filled with a mix of fear and hope, until they catch the

scent of smoke. Nick spots George, who is desperately trying to keep warm

and emotionally overwhelmed upon their arrival. 

Jon, quick to assess George’s condition, discovers he’s cold but otherwise

okay. While others attend to George’s immediate needs with clothing and

supplies, they share moments of camaraderie and relief. Eventually, they
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manage to establish radio contact with their base, confirming that George is

safe, which brings a wave of joy and pride to the team.

As they navigate their way back, Nick is filled with a sense of

accomplishment; he played a crucial role in locating George. The chapter

wraps up with Nick reflecting on this achievement and the pride he hopes to

evoke in his father. Themes of resilience, teamwork, and the significance of

being prepared in the face of nature’s unpredictability shine through, as the

characters grow closer in their shared mission to save a life.
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Chapter 27: 28. Saturday: No Time to Be Surprised

In Chapter 28 of "The Body in the Woods," Tiffany Yee wakes up in a guest

 room belonging to a man she refers to as Mr. Smith. Disoriented in the dark,

she quickly realizes she’s been staying there for a while and reflects on her

troubled life as a homeless teen. Despite the man’s seemingly kind

demeanor, Tiffany suspects he might have ulterior motives, especially since

he hasn’t physically harmed her yet but might use her vulnerability for his

own purposes. 

Desperate to connect with her brother and her caseworker through her

phone, Tiffany panics when she discovers it’s missing. The absence of the

phone signifies more than just a loss of communication; it represents her

fragmented existence and dependence on others for survival. She has been

reduced to scavenging for food and relying on the pity of others, feeling

disconnected from a world she once felt part of.

As she makes her way downstairs, Tiffany finds Mr. Smith bent over her

phone, which only deepens her anxiety. When she confronts him, he
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Chapter 28 Summary: 29. Sunday: His Next Victim

In Chapter 29 of "The Body in the Woods," the tension escalates as Ruby,

 Nick, and Alexis share a van after a long night of searching for clues related

to the murder of Miranda Wyatt. Ruby pretends that she is the perfect

daughter, but inside, she is deeply troubled by what they’ve found and what

it might mean. While the other friends consider the arrest of a man who was

linked to Miranda, Ruby expresses doubt, wondering if he is truly guilty. As

they discuss the peculiar details of Miranda’s life, including her role as an

“oogle” — a kid pretending to be homeless — Ruby senses a connection

between Miranda's death and another girl who may have suffered a similar

fate.

Their conversation reveals the complexity of Miranda's character and the

circumstances surrounding her death, leading Ruby to suspect a larger

pattern at play involving a potential serial killer targeting vulnerable young

women. A new lead emerges when Nick mentions seeing a man with two

dogs arguing with a homeless girl, sparking Ruby’s interest in this runner.

They hypothesize about the connection to Miranda’s death, contemplating

the possibility that he could be involved in the string of murders.

Despite Alexis's skepticism about their plan to confront the man directly,

Ruby suggests a systematic approach: follow the runner during his routine

and gather evidence. This determination reveals Ruby's growth from a
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background character to a proactive force in seeking justice. Her friendship

with Alexis, initially supportive, now feels strained as Alexis seems to pull

away, further complicating Ruby’s emotional landscape.

Through their discussions and discoveries, themes of friendship, loyalty, and

the struggle for clarity in a confusing world are highlighted. Ruby's resolve

to uncover the truth shows her transformation into a more assertive

individual willing to challenge authority when she suspects they are wrong.

The chapter culminates on a tense note, as Ruby recognizes the urgency of

their actions, fully aware that if they don’t act quickly, another innocent girl

could become the next victim.
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Chapter 29 Summary: 30. Sunday: Only Air

In Chapter 30 of "The Body in the Woods," we follow Alexis as she

 navigates a difficult morning, waking up to a phone call from Bran. Despite

the rocky start, Bran's concern for Alexis and their conversation reveals the

depth of their connection. Alexis shares her recent experience with Search

and Rescue (SAR), highlighting the emotional weight of saving a life

contrasted with the trauma of losing her friend Miranda, underscoring the

theme of loss and redemption.

As their conversation shifts, Alexis grapples with her worries about her

mother, who has been missing since an argument the previous Wednesday.

She candidly opens up about her mother’s mental health struggles, revealing

a complicated relationship filled with both fond memories and fear. The

warmth of past moments her mother provided clashes with the chilling

uncertainty of her current situation, leaving Alexis distraught as she

contemplates the possibility that her mother may be in danger, particularly in

light of rumors about a serial killer targeting homeless women.

Bran's supportive presence provides a brief sense of solace, but the weight of

Alexis's fears ultimately overwhelms her, leading to an emotional

breakdown. This chapter effectively conveys Alexis's inner turmoil while

emphasizing key themes of vulnerability, the ravages of mental illness, and

the importance of connection in times of crisis. It paints a vivid picture of
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her struggle, capturing both the warmth of nostalgic memories and the cold

grip of present danger as Alexis seeks to confront her deepest fears.
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Chapter 30: 31. Sunday: The Cruel Curve

In Chapter 31 of "The Body in the Woods," Ruby and Nick find themselves

 in a serene yet unsettling setting of Forest Park, where they are trying to

recall the location where they encountered a mysterious runner. Nick

believes he’s pinpointed the spot, but Ruby is certain he’s mistaken; she

remembers precise details about the trees that surrounded their meeting.

Their goal is to return to the park after school on Tuesday, precisely one

week since Miranda’s tragic murder, to wait for the runner in hopes of

uncovering more about the case.

As they explore the wooded trails, Ruby is captivated by the sounds of

nature, a welcome distraction from the grim task at hand. Their peaceful

surroundings are temporarily interrupted when they meet Caleb Becker, a

birdwatcher who had been photographing birds moments earlier. The

encounter sparks a pleasant conversation, and their previous meeting about

birdwatching comes to mind. However, the tone shifts as Caleb

acknowledges the grim discovery of a dead girl, referring to Miranda.
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Chapter 31 Summary: 32. Sunday: Outsider

In Chapter 32 of "The Body in the Woods," Alexis wrestles with

 overwhelming emotions as she confronts the reality of her mother's absence

and her own vulnerability. She tries to hold back tears but struggles, feeling

both embarrassed and desperate. Bran, who has been supportive, tries to

comfort her, but Alexis feels the need to seek out her mother alone, driven

by a mix of fear and determination to protect her family's secret.

At home, she changes into clothes that help her blend in with the homeless

population, hoping that this disguise will allow her to find her mom more

easily. Equipped with granola bars, her mom's photo, and a note for her

mother, Alexis steps out into the city, ready to face its harsh realities. She

begins her search, approaching various homeless individuals, but initially

meets dead ends. The warmth of the city’s community is contrasted sharply

with the isolation she feels as she navigates these challenging encounters.

Everything changes when she meets Raina, another homeless girl who

becomes an unexpected ally in her search. Raina is knowledgeable about the

places where homeless people tend to gather and shares not only her

resources but her insights about the struggles they face. Together, they

explore shelters and congregating spots, where Alexis shares her mom’s

photo frantically hoping for news. Each lead brings a mix of hope and

despair, but a glimmer of connection forms between the two girls as Raina
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empathizes with Alexis's search.

The somber reality of homelessness becomes starkly apparent, especially

when they visit a day services center filled with weary souls. Photographs on

the wall memorialize young lives lost, serving as a sobering reminder of the

dangers that surround them. Despite the grim environment, Alexis remains

resolute, inspired by Raina’s bravery and street smarts.

Following Raina’s lead, they make their way to a hidden underground

parking garage dubbed "Hell." As they descend, Alexis's heart races with

hope, but it quickly turns to disappointment when she discovers a woman in

a coat that once belonged to her mother—but it’s not her mom. This moment

encapsulates Alexis's journey: a blend of determination and heartbreak as

she continues her search, embodying a theme of resilience against

overwhelming odds. Through her experiences, Alexis confronts fears and

vulnerabilities while also learning the strength found in connections with

others who share her struggles.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The strength found in connections with others during

difficult times

Critical Interpretation: This chapter emphasizes the importance of

forming connections in our moments of vulnerability. Just like Alexis

found unexpected support in Raina, we too can draw strength from the

relationships we cultivate with those who understand our struggles.

When facing challenges, reaching out and collaborating with others

not only helps us navigate our difficulties but also fosters a sense of

community. Embracing our shared human experiences can provide us

the courage to confront our fears and pursue our goals, reminding us

that we are never truly alone in our journeys.
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Chapter 32 Summary: 33. Monday: The Death of Tiffany
Yee

In Chapter 33 of "The Body in the Woods," the story picks up with Ruby, a

 sixteen-year-old deeply fascinated by crime stories, especially those

occurring in Portland. As she wakes up to her tablet's alarm, she

immediately dives into the latest headlines, where she discovers the tragic

news of Tiffany Yee, a sixteen-year-old runaway whose body has been found

in Macleay Park. Ruby feels an unsettling connection to this case, suspecting

that Tiffany is yet another victim of the serial killer who has already claimed

two young lives: Miranda and another unidentified girl. 

Ruby grapples with the implications of Tiffany’s death, wondering if one

person is responsible for all three murders. This thought plagues her as she

gets ready for the day, contemplating what might link the diverse

backgrounds of the victims. She considers various scenarios, from the killer

being someone who works with the homeless to perhaps someone

pretending to be a police officer, recalling notorious cases from history.

As Ruby heads downstairs for breakfast, a tense atmosphere hangs in the air.

To her surprise, she finds her parents sitting together on the couch, an

unusual sight that hints at trouble. Her mother confronts her about a news

article featuring Ruby’s photo related to her involvement with Search and

Rescue (SAR), which Ruby had claimed to have given up. Her parents
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express their concern for her safety, leading to a heated argument. They

decide to ground her, insisting she give up her keys and phone, confining her

to school and home without the freedom she craves. 

Ruby responds with frustration, believing that her involvement in SAR is

crucial for helping the police catch a killer. Despite her attempts to

communicate the importance of her passion, her parents dismiss her feelings,

suggesting she is merely obsessed with death. They even sign her up for

horseback riding lessons, a clear attempt to redirect her focus, although

Ruby feels that it's unfair and a superficial solution to her deeper interests.

The chapter encapsulates the tension between Ruby’s fierce independence

and her parents’ protective instincts. It explores themes of youth rebellion,

the struggle for autonomy, and the stark reality of crime, all while Ruby

grapples with a growing fascination with the darker aspects of life. The

contrasting viewpoints between her passion and her parents’ concerns create

a compelling emotional conflict, setting the stage for her ongoing journey in

a world rife with danger and intrigue.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Chapter 33: 34. Monday: Things Change

In Chapter 34 of "The Body in the Woods" by April Henry, Alexis awakens

 in a shelter, confused and disoriented in her surroundings. Memories flood

back to her of a restless night spent with her friend Raina, anxiously waiting

for news about her mother, who has been missing. The stark reality of their

situation hits her hard when they see a new photo on the memorial wall: a

recent victim, Tiff, another homeless girl who has been brutally murdered.

The news shocks Alexis and Raina, triggering an instinctual fear for Alexis's

mother's safety, as this marks the third homeless girl found strangled in a

nearby park.

As they consume a meager breakfast, the somber atmosphere weighs heavy

on them. Raina reflects on her interactions with the deceased girls, revealing

her own vulnerabilities about being homeless. Their conversation shifts as

Raina shares her reasons for leaving home, describing her longing for a

sense of normalcy and comfort. Alexis encourages Raina to reach out to her

mom, but Raina, still proud and afraid, hesitates to do so, revealing a deep

fear of rejection.
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Chapter 34 Summary: 35. Tuesday: Had to Have It

In Chapter 35 of "The Body in the Woods," Ruby is grappling with her

 feelings of confinement and worry, dictated by her overprotective parents.

For two days, she has adhered to their demands, staying home from social

interactions and school as if she were under house arrest. While her parents

monitor her closely through hourly phone calls, Ruby has creatively found

ways to communicate with her friends using the house phone and her

computer, a stealthy move that they are unaware of. 

Ruby's mental state is fraught with anxiety and longing, particularly for her

friend SAR, and she feels misunderstood by her parents. They see her as

their “Clinically Depressed Daughter,” a label that Ruby wrestles with,

shrouding her true emotions in exaggerated reactions. At school, as she picks

at her food and withdraws from conversations, her mind is preoccupied with

deciphering the mystery behind the murders of three girls, all of whom are

linked by their circumstances of vulnerability. 

Ruby’s investigation into the killer becomes more intense as she questions

the common thread among the victims—Miranda, Tiffany, and an unnamed

girl. She ponders the possible motives behind the killings, speculating on

connections to homelessness and different races, which complicate the

profile of a serial killer. The narrative unfolds Ruby’s determination as she

seeks answers, feeling a sense of urgency to connect the dots.
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As she reflects on a past conversation with her friend Nick, who questioned

the diversity of the victims and the killer’s motives, Ruby pieces together

important clues in her mind. The chapter culminates in a tense moment as

she steps into her home, surrounded by her mother’s vast collection of owl

figurines. The alarm starts beeping, but it fades into the background as Ruby

experiences a breakthrough, finally connecting the details of the case in a

significant way. 

This chapter highlights Ruby's internal struggle and the complexity of

teenage emotions while emphasizing themes of isolation, the quest for

understanding, and the relentless pursuit of truth amidst chaos. Ruby’s

character development shines as she transitions from passive compliance to

an active role in uncovering the mystery that haunts her community.
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Chapter 35 Summary: 36. Tuesday: Collect the Whole Set

In Chapter 36 of "The Body in the Woods," Alexis finds herself in a state of

 turmoil as she struggles with the uncertainty of her mother's whereabouts.

After a long, frustrating night, she returns home to an empty apartment,

feeling the weight of disappointment settle over her. Just when her thoughts

about her mother become overwhelming, she receives a call from Ruby, who

has made a startling revelation: they’ve figured out the chilling pattern

behind the murders of three girls.

Ruby explains that the killer seems to be "collecting" victims based on their

ethnicity, needing one girl from each race—Black, white, and Asian—before

moving on to a Hispanic girl next. This theory resonates deeply with Alexis,

as she recalls specific details about the victims and connects them to a girl

she recently saw at a bus mall, who fits the description. Ruby urges Alexis

and her friend Nick to find out the identity of a runner they suspect might be

connected to the case that same night.

Despite the urgency of the situation, Alexis feels compelled to take care of

something more personal first. The haunting image of Raina, one of the

deceased girls, lingers in her mind, pushing her to act. This chapter

showcases Alexis's determination and resolve as she grapples with the

dangers surrounding them and her desire to prevent further tragedy. With a

mix of fear and a growing sense of responsibility, she stands ready to
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uncover truths, not only for herself and her mother but for the lives that may

still be at stake. The themes of courage, the fight against evil, and the search

for connection resonate throughout this gripping moment, leaving readers on

the edge of their seats.
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Chapter 36: 37. Tuesday: The Silver Tracks of Her Tears

In Chapter 37 of "The Body in the Woods," the tension escalates as Nick and

 Alexis undertake a risky mission inspired by the disappearance of a girl

Alexis knew. With his heart racing and a determination to save the potential

victim, Nick recalls the urgency of missions his father faced while in Iraq.

The chapter begins with Nick listening intently on a secluded trail, honing in

on the presence of a runner who seems suspicious. Before proceeding, Nick

recalls a conversation with Alexis, who has red eyes from distress over a

homeless girl she can’t find. 

As they position themselves stealthily, Nick is quickly distracted by two

dogs crashing into him, which breaks his concentration on the runner.

However, he isn't deterred. As he follows the runner toward a house, Nick

feels an ominous chill, reminiscent of the stories they’ve heard about bodies

being dumped in nearby woods.

Things take a dark turn when, after the runner brings the dogs into the house,

a confrontation occurs as a girl appears to escape from his grasp. Nick and
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Chapter 37 Summary: 38. Tuesday: Observations You
Missed

In Chapter 38 of "The Body in the Woods," titled "Observations You

 Missed," the text takes a sharp turn from the story's central narrative by

adopting a scientific lens that catalogues observations of two teenage girls

living very different lives. The chapter presents findings from a covert study

involving Tiffany Yee and Ruby McClure, both 17 and 16-year-olds

respectively.

Tiffany, a young woman who has been homeless for roughly eight weeks, is

described with detailed observations of her physical appearance and daily

habits. Despite her challenges, Tiffany is depicted as having a healthy look,

aside from the cough that hints at her struggles. Her life is nocturnal,

shuttling between shelters and other makeshift locations, often marked by

solitary activities such as reading in the library and occasional panhandling.

The meticulous description paints a poignant picture of her resilience in the

face of hardships, emphasizing the stark contrasts in lifestyle choices, from

her high-fat diet to her use of illegal substances in an effort to cope with her

reality.

On the other hand, Ruby McClure leads a more stable life, characterized by

regular school attendance and involvement in search and rescue activities.

Her description highlights her unusual red hair and practical wardrobe, as
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well as a healthy lifestyle marked by a nutritious diet. Ruby’s behavior

reflects a more conventional teenage life, nuanced by her intensity and

unique interests, which occasionally lead her to fixate on specific topics.

The chapter underscores themes of survival, resilience, and the stark reality

of youth in contrasting environments. It invites the reader to reflect on the

circumstances that shape the lives of these two young women while

simultaneously providing a chilling detachment that underscores the impact

of societal neglect. The behavioral observations showcase the different ways

Tiffany and Ruby navigate their worlds, sparking curiosity about their

intertwined fates in the broader narrative of the book. This mix of scientific

observation and human experience adds depth, reminding us of the

complexities of youth, vulnerability, and the struggle for belonging and

hope.
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Chapter 38 Summary: 39. Tuesday: Cry for All the Girls

In Chapter 39 of "The Body in the Woods," Alexis experiences a whirlwind

 of emotions after she and Nick manage to apprehend a killer and save a girl,

a feat that even prompts a gruff thank you from Detective Harriman.

However, rather than feeling triumphant, Alexis is left feeling shaky and

empty, burdened by the weight of her unresolved personal crisis as her

mother remains missing. The adrenaline rush fades, leaving her anxious and

uncertain about her future. 

As she enters her apartment, Alexis is lost in her thoughts, contemplating the

possibility of her mom being gone for good and what her life would look

like without her. Despite successfully forging her mother’s signature on

disability checks to survive, she knows that this precarious stability can’t last

forever. Just when her emotions reach their peak, she walks into the kitchen

and finds her mother there, alive and smiling. A rush of joy floods over her

as she embraces her mom tightly, astonished that she is finally home.

Her mother reveals that she was taken to a hospital after being mistaken for

being drunk, but she managed to escape before they could keep her locked

away. Although happy to be reunited, Alexis quickly realizes her mother is

still struggling, with signs of instability evident in her appearance and

demeanor. Her mother’s anxious behaviors and reliance on medications raise

doubts about her ability to stay on the right track without support. Alexis

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


pleads with her mom to promise she will take her medications regularly,

voicing her deep fear of being left alone again.

The chapter culminates in a sobering emotional release for Alexis as the

stress of recent events weighs heavily on her. She breaks down, crying not

just for the girls and women who may have fallen victim to the killer, but for

herself and the uncertainty of her future. Through Alexis' turmoil and her

mother’s fragile state, the chapter touches on themes of familial bonds, the

struggles of mental health, and the heavy burden of fear and loss. It paints a

poignant picture of hope mingled with despair, encapsulating Alexis' longing

for stability and love in an uncertain world.
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Chapter 39: 40. Wednesday: Life List

In Chapter 40 of "The Body in the Woods," Ruby is ecstatic to learn that her

 parents have allowed her to continue volunteering with the Search and

Rescue (SAR) team. After a tense meeting with Jon Partridge from SAR, her

parents agree to a compromise that keeps her safe while still allowing her to

contribute. Ruby is filled with gratitude and excitement, eager to inform her

friends Nick and Alexis about the good news.

The three friends gather to witness a breathtaking natural spectacle: the

swifts returning to roost at Chapman Elementary School. Ruby feels an

urgency to share this experience with her friends, who have never seen the

swifts before. As they navigate the crowded streets and finally find a spot

near the school, Ruby’s enthusiasm grows, especially as the swifts swirl in

the sky like a dark cloud.

While waiting for sunset, the trio reflects on their recent adventure of

catching a killer. Nick and Alexis exchange playful banter, emphasizing

their respective roles in solving the case, with Ruby being the one who made
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Chapter 40 Summary: 41. Wednesday: So-Called Killer

In Chapter 41 of "The Body in the Woods," Ruby finds herself in a tense

 exchange with Detective Harriman, who is frustrated with her and her

friends' eagerness to solve the case themselves. After Ruby misinterprets the

situation regarding a man she believes to be the killer, Harriman informs her

that the supposed suspect is just a concerned father trying to keep his

grounded daughter safe. This revelation leaves Ruby shaken, especially as it

seems to contradict her own theories about the murders of the three girls. 

As Ruby grapples with her confusion and a sudden wave of dizziness, she is

supported by Becker, who offers to help her find some fresh air away from

the crowd still gathered near the school. In their quiet moment together,

Ruby reflects on her feelings of being different and unaccepted, but Becker

reassures her, suggesting that being "normal" is overrated. His kindness

resonates with Ruby, making her feel seen and appreciated for who she is.

Feeling better, Ruby agrees to Becker’s idea of searching for a spotted owl,

an endeavor that excites her as they venture into the natural beauty of Forest

Park. However, amid the pleasant distraction, Ruby’s mind drifts back to the

dark reality of the murders. As they walk, she recalls a familiar shoe print

pattern—the same one left next to Miranda Wyatt’s body—triggering a

critical connection in her mind. 
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This chapter highlights key themes of perception versus reality, the

challenges of solving a mystery, and the importance of companionship.

Ruby's character develops as she navigates her dizzying emotions and

unravels how her instincts can sometimes lead her to the truth, all while

forming a bond with Becker that provides her comfort and strength. The

tension between her desire to help and the consequences of her actions

significantly drive the narrative forward, deepening the intrigue of the story.

Chapter Summary

In Chapter 41 of "The Body in the Woods," Ruby engages in a tense conversation with
Detective Harriman, who is frustrated by her eagerness to solve the case. Ruby
mistakenly identifies a concerned father as the killer, leading to her confusion when
Harriman clarifies the situation. Supported by Becker, she finds comfort and
reassessment of her feelings of social acceptance. They decide to search for a spotted
owl in Forest Park, during which Ruby recalls important evidence related to the murders.
This chapter emphasizes themes of perception versus reality, mystery-solving
challenges, and the significance of companionship, as Ruby's instincts and relationships
develop further in the narrative.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of companionship during challenging

times

Critical Interpretation: In moments of confusion and doubt, like Ruby

experiences with Detective Harriman, we often find ourselves feeling

isolated in our struggles. However, it is during these challenging times

that the support of a friend, such as Becker, can truly be life-changing.

Their comforting presence reminds us that we are not alone in our

battles. This chapter illustrates how companionship can provide the

strength we need to face our fears, embrace our uniqueness, and find

clarity amidst chaos. Embracing these connections in our own lives

can encourage us to navigate difficulties with a sense of belonging and

resilience.
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Chapter 41 Summary: 42. Wednesday: Without Even
Saying Good-bye

In Chapter 42 of "The Body in the Woods," Nick experiences a wave of

 anxiety and guilt after witnessing Alexis's distress over a phone call. Their

conversation reveals that Ruby has vanished since her own phone call. Nick

feels compelled to find her, grappling with his own feelings of inadequacy

after a recent confrontation that left him questioning his actions.

As he pushes through the crowd, determined and angry, he reflects on how

he has fallen short of his heroics and worries about his father's potential

disappointment. Hurrying to locate Ruby, he eventually spots her a couple of

blocks away, arm-in-arm with a man—Becker, the enigmatic birder they had

previously encountered. This sighting raises alarm bells in Nick's mind,

leading him to connect the dots between Ruby’s earlier theories and the

possibility that Becker could be involved in the crimes they had been

investigating. 

When Alexis deduces that Becker may indeed be a threat, fear takes hold of

them both. Nick is torn between his instinct to act decisively to protect Ruby

and the rational thought that suggests calling for help and staying safe. This

inner conflict showcases a pivotal moment in Nick’s character development;

he wrestles with the desire to save Ruby, driven by a sense of responsibility

and the urge to be a hero, while recognizing the dangers that confronting
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Becker could pose.

Ultimately, Nick resolves to take action, showing his growth as he grapples

with the weight of potential consequences versus the need to protect

someone he cares about. This chapter deeply explores themes of heroism,

responsibility, and the moral dilemmas one faces when determining the right

course of action in dangerous situations.
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Chapter 42: 44. Wednesday: The Flesh Against Her
Bones

In Chapter 44 of "The Body in the Woods," Ruby faces a harrowing

 encounter with Becker. As she notices a familiar footprint that once

belonged to a murder victim, her heart races with fear. A chilling realization

dawns on her—Becker may know that she recognized the sinister

connection. Instinctively, she wants to escape his grasp, feeling the coldness

creep over her body.

Despite her trepidation, she tries to assert herself, insisting she needs to

return to her friends, Alexis and Nick. Becker tightly grips her wrist,

displaying a facade of calm that quickly disappears as he reveals his

aggressive side. He tries to persuade Ruby to venture further into the woods

with him, claiming the chance to see a rare spotted owl is worth it. But

Ruby's instincts scream danger, and she refuses to comply, a decision that

only incites Becker's aggression.

When Becker brandishes a folding knife, the tension escalates dramatically.
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Chapter 43 Summary: 45. Wednesday: He’s Going to Kill
Her

In Chapter 45 of "The Body in the Woods," tension escalates as Nick finds

 himself in a race against time to save his friend Ruby. After witnessing a

terrifying scene where a man, identified as Becker, brandishes a knife and

pursues Ruby, Nick instinctively springs into action. Despite the shock of

the violence, he pushes himself to run, fueled by both fear and urgency. He

tries to contact the detective on the case, Harriman, to relay the alarming

news that Becker is after Ruby and that she’s in grave danger.

As he runs uphill, Nick struggles to operate his phone in the fading light, his

heart pounding from exertion and panic. His thoughts reflect an array of

emotions—from disbelief at the situation to a fierce determination to protect

Ruby. The scene showcases his intense dedication, indicating a profound

character development where he steps up as a hero, acting in a moment of

crisis despite never having envisioned himself in such a role.

The chapter captures essential themes of bravery, friendship, and the instinct

to protect loved ones. Nick’s frantic race is not just about physical speed but

also about emotional resilience, illustrating how extraordinary circumstances

can push ordinary people into acts of courage. As he communicates with

Harriman, urgency builds, setting the stage for an impending confrontation

that has both characters and readers on edge, underscoring the precarious
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line between safety and danger.
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Chapter 44 Summary: 46. Wednesday: Into the Shadows

In Chapter 46 of "The Body in the Woods," Ruby finds herself in a desperate

 and tense situation as she escapes into the darkness of the woods, fleeing

from the menacing Becker. Clad in dark clothing, she worries that the

shadows may provide her some cover from her pursuer as she navigates the

treacherous terrain filled with branches and roots, which hinder her progress.

Despite her dire circumstances, Ruby feels strangely weighed down, both

physically and mentally—her legs struggle to move, and her thoughts seem

sluggish, raising the question of what Becker had put in the cocoa he'd

served her.

Amid her panic, Ruby recalls the evidence from a prior investigation,

realizing that Becker has a pattern of killing girls with various hair colors,

and now it’s her red hair that he seeks to claim. With this chilling awareness

fueling her determination, Ruby presses on, knowing she cannot afford to

stop, as doing so would put her life directly in Becker's hands.

Ruby falls hard, momentarily dazed, but when she recovers, she notices the

eerie silence surrounding her—perhaps a sign that she has eluded Becker, or

a foreboding indication that he is lurking closer than she thinks. Encouraged

by the quiet, she counts to one hundred as a mental strategy to steady

herself, feeling every ache from her escape. Just as she begins to hope she

has escaped safely, she hears a disturbance in the underbrush, leading her to
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realize she might have miscalculated her sense of safety.

This chapter emphasizes Ruby’s courage and resilience in the face of grave

danger. It explores themes of survival, the fear of the unknown, and the

harrowing reality of becoming prey to a predator. Ruby’s inner turmoil,

coupled with her fierce determination, paints a vivid picture of the tension

and stakes at play, keeping readers on edge as she fights to stay alive and

outsmart Becker.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Chapter 45: 47. Wednesday: Alive to His Fingertips

In Chapter 47 of "The Body in the Woods," we find Becker consumed by a

 mix of anger and exhilaration as he pursues Ruby through the forest.

Initially filled with rage over her defiance, his perspective shifts as he

navigates the woods, captivated by the thrill of the hunt. This chase becomes

a profound experience for him, awakening his senses and igniting a primal

instinct to track his prey. 

Becker reflects on past encounters with his other victims, recognizing that

they did not provide the same challenge Ruby does. Unlike those

unsuspecting girls, Ruby is a worthy adversary, and he relishes the battle of

wits between hunter and hunted. With a calculated approach, he appreciates

the thrill of the pursuit as he engages in a mentally stimulating game.

Equipped with a tracker on Ruby, Becker uses this advantage to anticipate

her movements. As he positions himself strategically ahead of her and

prepares to confront her, he flips his knife closed, revealing his dark

intentions yet again. His calm, methodical demeanor contrasts sharply with
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Chapter 46 Summary: 48. Wednesday: Only Got Worse

In Chapter 48 of "The Body in the Woods," the tension builds as Alexis

 struggles to keep pace with Nick while they chase after Becker and Ruby.

The steep hill feels like a physical challenge that Alexis can barely manage;

her body protests with aching knees, burning thighs, and a sharp pain in her

side. Despite her desperation to continue, she’s acutely aware of their

vulnerability—neither she nor Nick is armed, and she’s terrified of what

Becker might do with his knife, not to mention the possibility that he could

be carrying a gun.

As she lurches up the hill, Alexis’s mind races with thoughts of how

unprepared they are. The urgency of the situation fuels her search for

something—anything—that could serve as a weapon. She glances around

the neighborhood, spotting potential items that could be turned into tools of

defense, but her fear and frustration mount as she realizes none of them are

truly effective against someone like Becker.

Just ahead, Nick takes action, grabbing a large rock from a garden. This

decision signifies a shift in their approach, highlighting the theme of

desperation pushing them to be resourceful. With the rock clutched tightly to

his chest, he moves into the cover of Forest Park, illustrating both their

determination to confront the threat and their growing resolve to save Ruby.

The chapter pulses with anxiety and the primal instinct to protect,
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underscoring the lengths they will go to in order to confront their fears and

fight for their friend.
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Chapter 47 Summary: 49. Wednesday: Time to Let Go

In Chapter 49 of "The Body in the Woods," Ruby finds herself in a terrifying

 encounter with Becker in a secluded clearing. Initially, Becker appears

harmless, holding binoculars, but the situation quickly turns sinister as he

lunges at her, wrapping the binocular strap tightly around her neck. The

struggle between Ruby and Becker intensifies; he pulls the cord tighter,

cutting off her air supply. In her desperate fight for survival, Ruby realizes

she's running out of time and breath. She instinctively tries to grab at Becker,

hoping to find a way to loosen his grip and breathe again, but each attempt is

met with brutal retaliation as he kicks her legs, trying to take her down.

Ruby’s thoughts swirl in a haze of panic and desperation, battling against the

suffocating reality. Just when the fight seems to fade from her, Becker

whispers chillingly, suggesting that it’s time for her to "let go." Confronted

with the possibility of loss and darkness, Ruby’s fight begins to dissipate,

leading to a poignant moment where she surrenders to the suffocating grip of

the strap.

This chapter captures the thrill of fear and the fragility of life, illustrating

Ruby's resilience even in her most desperate moments. It juxtaposes her

fierce will to survive against the malevolence of her attacker. As she faces

what seems like the end, the narrative conveys powerful themes of

vulnerability, the instinct to fight against overwhelming odds, and the
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harrowing moments when hope begins to fade.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The instinct to fight for survival is powerful.

Critical Interpretation: In moments of despair, when life feels

overwhelmingly suffocating, remember Ruby's fierce determination

against the malevolence she faced. Her instinct to fight teaches us that

even in our darkest hours, the will to live and resist can spark a

resilience within us that propels us to seek hope and strength.

Harnessing this instinct can inspire you to confront your own

challenges, reminding you that surrendering isn't always the answer;

instead, it's the fierce struggle against the odds that can lead to

unexpected breakthroughs and renewed purpose in life.
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Chapter 48: 50. Wednesday: Cry Out in Horror

In Chapter 50 of "The Body in the Woods," Nick finds himself in a

 heart-pounding race against time as he sprints through the woods,

desperately searching for Ruby. His anxiety mounts with every passing

moment, especially as he worries that he may be too late and that Ruby

might already be in Becker's grasp. As he navigates the dense forest, he

hears something alarming—a choking sound that confirms Ruby is alive, but

in grave danger. 

Nick discovers Ruby lying on the ground, seemingly lifeless, while Becker

looms over her, clutching a knife. The sight sends a surge of horror through

him, and he instinctively cries out, drawing Becker's attention. Fueled by

adrenaline, Nick throws a rock at Becker, but misses, leaving him unarmed

and vulnerable.

In a desperate attempt to save Ruby, Nick charges at Becker, but the

confrontation quickly turns violent. Becker punches Nick hard, and as he

feels a sharp pain and warmth spreading through him, Nick realizes he has
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Chapter 49 Summary: 52. The Following Wednesday:
Like Birds

In Chapter 52 of "The Body in the Woods," we find Alexis, Nick, and Ruby

 gathered in an interview room waiting for Detective Harriman. The tension

is palpable as they discuss their ongoing involvement in the investigation

following the trauma they've endured. Nick, still recovering from his

near-fatal confrontation with the serial killer Caleb Becker, downplays his

injuries, leading Alexis to question whether he's exaggerating his pain.

Meanwhile, Ruby, who suffered her own harrowing experience, seems

calmer but still bears the emotional and physical scars of the attack.

The trio is grappling with their newfound notoriety, as their ordeal has been

covered in major news outlets, leaving them to confront the reality of their

traumatic experiences and the shadow of Becker's actions. They piece

together what they know about him: a reclusive software engineer who had

transitioned from birdwatching to targeting young girls. The chilling

discovery that Becker had a “birding journal” detailing his victims and

horrific sketches sends a wave of nausea through Alexis.

When Detective Harriman finally arrives, he admits to the mistakes made in

the investigation, acknowledging that they were right about Jay Adams not

being involved. The detective reveals critical new information about Becker

and his victims—three dead girls were found, and their hair was discovered

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


at Becker’s house, tying him to the crimes. This eases some of Alexis’s fears

about more victims.

Through the conversation, it becomes clear that Becker was methodical and

possibly motivated by a perverse thrill from his actions. The detective details

how the girls seemed to be chosen based on their hair color, and he reveals

disturbing photographs that Becker took of Ruby and other girls before any

of them even knew him, further heightening the tension.

Alexis, Nick, and Ruby are forced to confront the horrors of their past week,

simultaneously feeling guilt and regret over their encounters with Becker. As

Harriman shares his findings and urges them to remember details that could

assist in the arrest, the reality hits hard; they are survivors grappling with the

effects of someone who saw them not as individuals but as a twisted

collection of “specimens.”

As the chapter unfolds, themes of trauma, guilt, innocence lost, and the drive

for justice emerge powerfully. The investigation is not just about catching

Becker; it's also about processing their own roles in these horrific events.

There’s a sense of determination building within Alexis and her friends, as

they prepare to ensure that Becker will be held accountable for his horrifying

acts, making it clear that they won't be silenced by fear.
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Chapter 50 Summary: 53. Wednesday: Symmetrical

In Chapter 53 of "The Body in the Woods," the characters Ruby, Nick, and

 Alexis find themselves bonding over dinner at McDonald's after a

conversation with Detective Harriman. Ruby, typically methodical in her

actions, digs into her fries with a ritualistic precision, while secretly

reflecting on her looks and her sense of symmetry. This moment serves as a

backdrop to explore her insecurities about being perceived as “weird,” a

sentiment she's shared before.

Their conversation takes a reflective turn as they draw parallels between

themselves and the serial killer, Becker, whom they helped catch due to their

unique abilities and perspectives. Nick highlights their differences yet

emphasizes how they complement each other as a trio—Ruby being the

smart one, Alexis the pretty one, and himself the brave one. While teasing

light-heartedly, the exchange conveys their deepening friendship and

collective strength in the face of danger.

Amidst the playful banter, Alexis quietly reveals her struggles with her

parents, hinting at unresolved feelings about her recent experiences at the

homeless shelter. Ruby, wanting to comfort her friend but unsure of how to

express her feelings, ultimately decides to offer Alexis her fries. In this small

yet significant gesture, Ruby moves beyond her typical analytical thinking

and shows her emotional support, successfully brightening Alexis’s mood.
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This moment illustrates the theme of friendship as they navigate their unique

personalities, showcasing how connection and understanding can arise even

in challenging circumstances.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The power of friendship and emotional support

Critical Interpretation: This chapter exemplifies the strength found in

friendships, especially during tough times. It reminds you to open

yourself up to others, cherishing those bonds that help you navigate

through life's challenges. Just like Ruby offering her fries to Alexis,

you can find small yet powerful ways to show support, bridging gaps

of insecurity and resentment within your relationships. Embracing

your friends’ unique strengths—and sharing your struggles—creates a

deeper connection that can lead to a more fulfilling and resilient life.

Remember, it's often the simple gestures of kindness that can uplift

someone's spirit and reinforce the bond you share.
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Chapter 51: 54. Saturday: Foam Heart

In Chapter 54 of "The Body in the Woods," Alexis finds herself observing

 Bran as he waits for their coffees at Perk Up, stirring up a mixture of

confusion and warmth within her. He's been reaching out frequently,

checking on her well-being after the traumatic events they've both endured,

leading her to wonder about the nature of his interest. While she

contemplates the weight of her past experiences, particularly her struggles

with her bipolar mother and the recent violent encounters they've faced, she

grapples with a sense of connection to Bran that feels meaningful yet

complex.

When Bran returns with their drinks, the latte art speaks louder than

words—a delicate foam heart on her cup igniting a rush of emotions. This

simple gesture makes her blush; it suggests a budding interest that she hadn’t

fully acknowledged before. Bran, acknowledging her bravery in the face of

danger, reflects on the bond they seem to be forming. Alexis opens up about

her feelings of isolation and her limited friendships, revealing how her

family’s challenges shaped her reluctance to connect with others deeply.
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