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About the book

In "The Color of Money," Walter Tevis presents a gripping narrative that

dives deep into the high-stakes world of professional pool hustling,

exploring themes of ambition, redemption, and the struggles of personal

growth. The story follows the seasoned yet disillusioned pool player, Fast

Eddie Felson, as he mentors a talented young player, Vincent Lauria,

navigating the murky waters of greed and ambition. Tevis masterfully

explores the dynamics of teacher and student, the allure of the underbelly of

competition, and the bittersweet reality of chasing one's dreams amidst the

pervasive color of money. This compelling tale not only immerses readers in

the thrilling art of billiards but also prompts profound reflections on

self-identity and the true costs of success, making it an unmissable read for

anyone intrigued by the intersection of passion and pursuit.
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About the author

Walter Tevis was an American author celebrated for his profound

explorations of human nature and the complexities of existence through the

lens of gaming, science fiction, and addiction. Born in 1928 in San

Francisco, Tevis's own experiences with gambling and his battles with

personal demons infused his writing, lending an authenticity to his

characters and their struggles. He gained widespread recognition for his

notable works, including "The Hustler," which established his literary

prowess, and "The Color of Money," a sequel that delves into the world of

professional pool. Tevis's narratives often reflect his keen understanding of

the human psyche and the relentless pursuit of identity and meaning, earning

him a place among the notable literary figures of the 20th century.
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Chapter 1 Summary: 1

In Chapter One of "The Color of Money," we are introduced to Ed, a

 character who arrives at the Sunburst motel in Florida, hoping for a fresh

start. However, his expectations are dashed upon finding it to be a modest

establishment, far from the glitzy resort experience he envisioned. The heat

is stifling as he makes his way to cottage number 4, where he meets George

Hegerman, an old acquaintance from Chicago, now overweight and

seemingly uninterested in the world outside.

Despite their long separation, Ed expresses a desire to discuss a business

opportunity, but George is dismissive at first. Instead, he invites Ed to join

him on a boat trip in the bay, suggesting a shift in their dynamic. As they

navigate the calm, stunning waters, Ed feels a blend of nostalgia and

discomfort, grappling with memories of their past while trying to engage

George in conversation about a possible cable TV tour featuring their pool

skills.

In this serene yet vibrant setting, Ed witnesses George's passion for

photography as he captures the beautiful and exotic sights around them,

including a stunning display of roseate spoonbills. Their interaction serves

as a reminder of their shared history but also highlights the emotional

distance between them. When Ed attempts to pitch the idea of the tour—a

chance to rekindle their old glory—the response is lukewarm. George
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reveals his retirement from pool, stating he has no interest in cheap gigs

across the country.

The chapter delves into key themes of nostalgia, lost potential, and the

longing for redemption. Ed grapples with his fading identity as a pool player

and the impact of his choices over the years. As they return from their boat

ride, the conversation shifts to logistics of the tour, and Ed makes a case for

the money involved, yet George remains skeptical and standoffish. Ed's

desperation to reconnect with a past that has long since passed weighs

heavily on him, emphasizing the contrast between his ambitions and

George’s disinterest. 

In a poignant moment shared over dinner, they reflect on the years since

their peak; Ed reveals his struggles after his falling out with the pool scene,

while George speaks of a life filled with solitude and a disconnection from

their once vibrant world. The atmosphere pulsates with unspoken emotions

as both men grapple with their past decisions, leading to a bittersweet

contemplation of what might have been. Through simple yet evocative

language, we see the seeds of discontent sown between them, hinting at the

conflict that will define their journey ahead.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of pursuing one's passions despite setbacks

Critical Interpretation: As you navigate through life's challenges,

remember Ed's yearning for renewal and connection with his past as a

pool player. His encounter with George serves as a poignant reminder

that while the road to reinvention may be fraught with doubts and

disinterest from others, embracing your passions, no matter how

remote they may seem, can lead to profound personal growth. Take

inspiration from Ed's journey; even if circumstances seem bleak or

others dismiss your dreams, it's never too late to rekindle your

ambitions and seek out new opportunities for fulfillment. Life's

essence often lies in the pursuit of what genuinely excites and inspires

you, urging you to push forward, chase your dreams, and craft your

own narrative.
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Chapter 2 Summary: 2

In Chapter Two of "The Color of Money," we find Eddie Felson grappling

 with the heat and the looming reality of selling his beloved poolroom, a

place that resonates with his memories and past triumphs. The chapter opens

with Eddie arriving at the emptied poolroom, where he reflects on the tables

that are covered in plastic, awaiting their fate of being sold. Over the years,

he has dedicated himself to maintaining these tables, imbued with his sweat

and care, but now they are leaving him, just like his ex-wife Martha did. The

sense of loss weighs heavily on him, punctuated by a feeling of inadequacy

and dismay as he recalls Bert's words calling him a "born loser."

Eddie's world is shattered, and with only a little money left, he realizes he

must confront his past and embrace the game he once ruled as King. The

narrative shifts to a high-stakes matchup at a shopping mall between Eddie,

identified as "Fast Eddie," and the legendary Minnesota Fats. Eddie arrives

late and is overwhelmed by the disorienting atmosphere—the bright sun,

noisy children, and the visibility of the event, making it feel trivial. The

backdrop of consumerism contrasts sharply with the gravity of his

competitive spirit.

When Fats arrives, he epitomizes success and confidence, exuding charm as

he greets the audience with warmth. The game begins, and Fats quickly

demonstrates his mastery over the table, reminding Eddie of his own
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dwindling skills. Surrounded by a crowd largely unfamiliar with pool, Eddie

feels the pressure mount while he struggles to keep pace with Fats' skillful

shots. The event becomes not just a game, but a vivid representation of

Eddie’s internal battle—a fight against aging and irrelevance.

On the flight to Cincinnati, Eddie reflects on age and opportunity. Fats

encourages him to practice more and reveals that he has successfully

navigated life through constant winning. However, Eddie feels diminished,

sharing his fears about his declining game and uncertain future—he can't

fathom life outside pool. This section highlights a critical theme of the

struggle against time and fading vitality, and the interpretation of success

and failure.

As the chapter progresses, Eddie finds himself longing for a fresh start in the

pool life he once thrived in, seeing the upcoming game in Cincinnati as a

chance to reclaim his former glory. His insecurities culminate when he

meets Fats in the pool area of their hotel; Fats reminds him that to succeed,

he must improve. The juxtaposition of their experiences portrays the gulf

between Eddie's aspirations and Fats' effortless brilliance.

Eventually, they move to the auditorium for their rematch, the setting

professional and promising. The crowd gathers, and the stakes feel real

again. Eddie’s initial excitement gives way to anxiety as he struggles to hold

his own against Fats during the game. Each missed shot magnifies his
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feelings of inadequacy. He senses the disparity in skill and opportunity,

realizing how much more he has to prove.

Eddie’s experience throughout this chapter is rife with a blend of nostalgia,

longing, and a desperation to reignite his passion for the game, reflecting a

universal struggle with aging, relevance, and the quest for redemption. As

Fats runs away with victory, leaving Eddie behind, it becomes evident that

Eddie is at a crossroads in his life, both in pool and in the larger narrative of

who he is and who he wants to become.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embrace the challenges of aging and strive for personal

growth

Critical Interpretation: In the midst of facing loss and confronting the

inevitable passage of time, you may find Eddie Felson's journey in

'The Color of Money' particularly inspiring. Just as Eddie wrestles

with his feelings of inadequacy and longing for his past glories, you

too can draw strength from the realization that aging is not merely a

decline, but an opportunity for reinvention. Instead of succumbing to

the pressures of your current circumstances, challenge yourself to

improve, to push past your self-imposed limitations, and to seek

growth in your pursuits. Remember that every setback carries the

potential for a comeback, and much like Eddie's quest for redemption

in the game he loves, your own journey can be a testament to

resilience and determination.
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Chapter 3: 3

In Chapter Three of "The Color of Money," we find Eddie navigating the

 challenges of life, both personal and professional. He wakes up to the

routine of his suburban existence, where Jean has traded their once-exciting

breakfasts for health-conscious pills and instant coffee. Eddie grapples with

the aftermath of a painful loss in a pool match against Minnesota Fats,

indicating his growing frustration with the game and himself. His

conversation with Jean, who is focused on her own work and dismisses his

loss as unimportant, highlights a recurring theme of isolation and

disconnectedness in their relationship.

Eddie's day is marked by a lack of direction, as he tries to contact Enoch

Wax about his canceled appearance in Chicago, feeling the weight of

disappointment stack further on his shoulders. He decides to take charge by

visiting an ophthalmologist, hoping for new glasses that might restore his

fading vision and perhaps his confidence on the pool table.

When Eddie finally sees himself on video during a viewing of his match
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Chapter 4 Summary: 4

In Chapter Four of "The Color of Money," we follow Eddie Felson as he

 navigates his complicated relationship with life, money, and new

acquaintances. The chapter opens with Eddie waiting in an office where he

notices Arabella Weems, a striking woman with silver hair who appears to

be seeking work. Their paths cross in a waiting area, and despite their shared

frustration over the elusive Enoch Wax and a missed opportunity, Eddie is

intrigued by her.

As the chapter progresses, Eddie receives a less than satisfactory check for

his work, pushing him deeper into frustration and contemplation of his

career choices. When he encounters Arabella again on the street, they strike

up a conversation that reveals their shared sense of disillusionment and

desire for change. Eddie is captivated by her strong, no-nonsense attitude

which contrasts with his own introspective nature.

They bond over a lunch at a Japanese restaurant where Arabella hints at her

difficult past and desire for a fresh start after leaving her husband. Their

chemistry is palpable, yet Eddie struggles with opening up about his own

history as a pool player and business owner. Despite an initial awkwardness

about their intentions, their connection deepens, and she invites him to her

apartment for a drink.
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In this intimate setting, there's an immediate tension between them that

Eddie finds himself unprepared for; he is not ready to make love, revealing

his vulnerability in the face of attraction. Instead, they opt to watch a movie

together, marking the beginning of their budding relationship. Eddie seems

refreshed by Arabella’s presence, seeing it as a promise of a potential new

chapter in his life.

However, as Eddie tries to find his footing both in his personal life and pool

career, he has a revealing conversation with his old friend, Fats. Fats,

embodying the raw and relentless world of pool, reminds Eddie of his

potential, urging him to practice harder and get back in the game. This push

from Fats reignites Eddie's passion for pool, leading him to dedicate long

hours in the practice room, facing the reality of his situation post-divorce

and the closure of his poolroom business.

As Eddie starts to regain his confidence, he also confronts the stark

atmosphere of his life devoid of companionship. Despite his lengthy practice

sessions, the struggle for self-respect and purpose looms larger than ever. In

a reflective moment, he notes the life changes he's experienced and

contemplates the consequences of his past actions, especially regarding

Arabella.

Meanwhile, tension builds as Eddie's relationship with Arabella develops; he

battles conflicting feelings as he begins to open up to this intriguing woman,
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who has captured his interest and offered him a glimpse of a different life.

The chapter's emotional arc intensifies as Eddie grapples with how to forge a

bright future amidst the shadows of his past.

In the end, Eddie is torn between his emerging feelings for Arabella and his

complicated history as a pool hustler. The chapter highlights themes of

redemption, the quest for identity, and the struggle to reclaim lost dreams,

ultimately showcasing Eddie's journey as he strives to find his footing both

in love and the intensely competitive world of pool.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of embracing vulnerability and seeking

new beginnings

Critical Interpretation: In your life, just like Eddie Felson, you may

find yourself at a crossroads, grappling with the intimate connection

between your past experiences and the desire for change. This chapter

inspires you to confront your vulnerabilities head-on, recognizing that

opening yourself up to new relationships can lead to unexpected

growth and opportunities. Embracing your own struggles and allowing

yourself to be vulnerable can pave the way for deeper connections and

fresh starts, ultimately leading you to reclaim your purpose and

dreams.
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Chapter 5 Summary: 5

In Chapter Five of "The Color of Money," the evolution of Eddie Felson's

 character is vividly captured through his return to the world of pool. The

chapter opens with a nostalgic reference to Eddie’s childhood in Ohio, where

he recalls the rudimentary gear and techniques he learned from Charlie, his

mentor. Unlike his earlier days, Eddie now uses modern, high-quality

equipment, emphasizing the changes in both the game and himself.

At a bar, Eddie's skill in shooting pool quickly becomes apparent as he

breaks and runs the table with ease, showcasing the confidence that comes

from his experience. A bartender recognizes his talent and introduces him to

a local hustler named Boomer, who seems to possess a wild charm but is

also intimidating. Their banter builds tension as Eddie prepares to challenge

Boomer for money, recalling the advice from Fats, his former mentor, about

playing his best game.

The atmosphere transforms as Boomer arrives, attracting a crowd intrigued

by the potential showdown. His flamboyant demeanor contrasts sharply with

Eddie’s cautious yet steady resolve. They begin playing for stakes of one

hundred dollars per game, and as the games progress, Eddie’s nerves

manifest but eventually subside as he gets into the rhythm of the game.

Slowly, he gains control and, after several rounds, finds himself ahead by

seven hundred dollars.
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Boomer, sensing his loss, demands an advantage for the next game, which

Eddie reluctantly negotiates but still feels confident in his ability to win.

Tensions escalate as Boomer’s backer shows up, heightening the stakes of

the game. Despite feeling pressure, Eddie plays skillfully, eventually

winning a significant sum of money. The crowd's excitement and energy

pulse through the bar, and through it all, Eddie is imbued with a mix of

exhilaration and fear that he had long forgotten.

Despite his success, Eddie finds himself grappling with emotions from the

past and present, particularly regarding his relationship with Arabella, his

love interest. After winning a hefty sum, he contacts her, seeking to rekindle

their connection, showcasing his desire for a fresh start and more profound

companionship. Their reunion reveals a complex mix of emotions—while

they share chemistry and intimacy, the conversation reflects unspoken

tensions about Eddie's identity and his past as a pool hustler versus his

present.

As the chapter concludes, the relationship between Eddie and Arabella

develops further, combining elements of warmth with underlying

complexities as they navigate their individual desires and insecurities. Eddie

is fiercely drawn back to the excitement of competition, revealing his

internal struggle with finding balance between the thrill of hustling and the

stability of a conventional relationship. Through pool, the ebb and flow of
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risk, success, and emotional attachment are beautifully depicted, painting a

rich tapestry of Eddie's journey. The themes of nostalgia, ambition, and the

search for belonging echo powerfully throughout the chapter, offering a

glimpse into Eddie's quest for redemption amidst the pulsating backdrop of

the pool halls.
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Chapter 6: 6

In Chapter Six of "The Color of Money," we see Eddie Felson, known as

 Fast Eddie, grappling with his identity and career as he prepares for a match

against Minnesota Fats. Set against the backdrop of a fairground in

Albuquerque, the chapter opens with Eddie meeting Fats, who is recovering

from an illness and has just defeated him again at pool. Despite Eddie’s

initial enthusiasm and skill, Fats trounces him for the fifth time, which

ignites feelings of hopelessness and frustration in Eddie, pushing him to

contemplate his future as a professional pool player.

After their match, the conversation shifts toward Eddie's struggles to regain

his former glory and navigate the changing landscape of pool, particularly

the rise of nine-ball tournaments, a game he feels unprepared for. Fats warns

Eddie that he needs to "grow up" to compete against younger

players—advice Eddie brushes off but cannot ignore.

Upon returning home, Eddie receives a job offer from Roy Skammer to

manage a billiards room at a college, which he considers as he struggles with

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Chapter 7 Summary: 7

In Chapter Seven of "The Color of Money," Eddie Felson returns home to

 find his partner, Arabella, has sold the metal sculpture he cherished, along

with their lives bubbling with new ideas and ventures. Arabella appears

energized, revealing that she sold the sculpture for $1,250 to Quincy

Foreman, igniting a spark in Eddie's entrepreneurial spirit. Aiming to invest

in more pieces, they head to a junkyard, where Eddie plans to buy a

collection of sculptures from Deeley Marcum.

As they negotiate with Marcum, Eddie senses the potential in reselling art.

They buy another set of sculptures and dream of opening a gallery, inspired

by the emerging folk art scene. Eddie begins to visualize a future beyond his

stagnant past as a pool player, considering how to turn their collection into a

legitimate business. His excitement about the potential for profit almost

blinds him to the uncertainties that lie ahead.

The couple dives headfirst into the preparations, painting and refurbishing

their new gallery space. The camaraderie between them grows as they

strategize how to entice customers and build their brand. Eddie feels

invigorated, viewing this venture as a thrilling gamble rather than a mere

business.

However, as new realities set in—like the fierce competition and the
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emotional weight of artistic authenticity—tensions between Eddie and

Arabella surface. Arabella expresses fear over the rapid changes and her

waning sense of involvement in decisions, suggesting an imbalance in their

partnership. This leads to a heated exchange where they confront past

relationships and insecurities, particularly concerning Arabella's ex, Greg

Welles.

On opening day, the couple encounters a series of setbacks, including few

customers and feelings of exhaustion with no immediate payoff. But as the

chapter unfolds, a breakthrough occurs when a dean from the college

expresses interest in buying one of the sculptures for a significant profit,

signaling the potential for success.

Tragedy strikes soon after, as Eddie arrives at the gallery only to find it

vandalized. All their hard work, sculptures, and quilts have been destroyed

in a fire lit by an unknown assailant, marking a devastating point in their

journey. The chapter juxtaposes the excitement of new beginnings with the

harsh reality of loss, emphasizing themes of ambition, partnership dynamics,

and the unpredictable nature of life and business. Eddie's desperation and

furious heartbreak reflect the profound impact that their artistic venture has

had on him, now mingling with his familiar love of money and control

slipping away.
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Chapter 8 Summary: 8

In Chapter Eight of "The Color of Money" by Walter Tevis, we dive into the

 luxurious yet isolating world of Eddie Felson as he arrives at Caesar’s

Tahoe to participate in a nine-ball pool tournament. The chapter paints a

vivid picture of his lavish hotel room, which is designed for winners but

feels detached from his past life, evoking a sense of both excitement and

disconnection. Eddie relishes the freedom of being away from his previous

responsibilities, with a stack of money and a determined mindset to excel in

pool.

As Eddie navigates the bustling casino filled with slot machines and tables,

he feels a mixture of nostalgia and realization about his place in this world.

He encounters Boomer, an old friend, who shares the table scene and adds a

layer of tension with a sense of competition bubbling between them.

Boomer's dour demeanor stands in contrast to the vibrant life of the casino,

and as they reminisce about past games, Eddie is reminded of his own stakes

in the tournament.

The tournament officially kicks off, and Eddie’s proficiency in nine-ball

shines through as he wins his matches, showcasing his strong instincts and

gameplay. The chapter captures the intensity of the competition as he faces

different players, learning from their styles and incorporating new

techniques into his play. However, he grapples with feelings of inadequacy
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and doubts about his abilities compared to younger, more skilled players,

leading to a mix of confidence and insecurity in his performance.

Eddie's interactions with Boomer highlight their contrasting motivations.

While Eddie is deeply focused on winning and the money that comes with it,

Boomer appears more whimsical, exclaiming that he was “born to be an

engineer,” revealing a tension between his aspirations and his gambling

lifestyle.

This chapter encapsulates Eddie's ongoing struggle with his identity as a

player and a person. Although he achieves small victories, the sense of

looming pressure grows as he progresses deeper into the tournament. The

camaraderie and rivalry between him and Boomer serve to enhance the

themes of competition, aging, and the relentless pursuit of success, leaving

the reader anticipating the next challenges Eddie must face. Ultimately, this

chapter sets the stage for Eddie’s complex relationship with the world of

pool—his love for the game, the thrill of gambling, and the weight of

expectations, all bubbling beneath the polished surface of the gaming floor.
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Chapter 9: 9

In Chapter Nine of "The Color of Money," Eddie Felson finds himself

 grappling with the haunting memory of a recent loss to Willy Plummer, a

player he had underestimated. While trying to drown his sorrows in a

whirlpool, his friend Boomer arrives with the reminder that pool can be both

a source of despair and personal redemption. Boomer proposes a trip to the

Golden Triangle, a hub for pool games, where Eddie witnesses the intense

matches between formidable players Babes Cooley and Earl Borchard,

realizing that they may be better than he ever was.

Feeling the pressure of the tournament and the stakes rising, Eddie leaves

Boomer with some cash for a bet and heads to practice. He is soon

approached by Borchard, who offers to play him a high-stakes game with a

handicap. Despite his initial hesitations, Eddie accepts, and through a mix of

skill, luck, and determination, he begins to turn the tide in the match,

ultimately defeating Borchard.

With newfound confidence, Eddie reflects on his progress, both in gameplay
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