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The Dog Of The South Summary
A Journey of Loss and Reclamation.
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About the book

In Charles Portis's darkly comedic novel, "The Dog of the South," we follow

Ray Midge, a disaffected man on a peculiar quest to track down his

estranged wife who has absconded with his credit card and a cherished

dog—presumably to Mexico with a dubious new lover. Through Midge's

absurd misadventures filled with an eccentric cast of characters, Portis

invites readers into a world that deftly blends humor, poignancy, and

philosophical musings on love, loss, and the existential struggles of modern

life. As Midge reflects on what it means to chase after people and things that

seem just out of reach, readers are compelled to ponder their own pursuits in

this brilliantly crafted tale that challenges the boundaries of loyalty,

redemption, and the dogged pursuit of happiness.
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About the author

Charles Portis was an American novelist and screenwriter, renowned for his

unique blend of humor and philosophical insight that permeates his works.

Born on December 28, 1933, in Little Rock, Arkansas, he developed a

distinctive voice characterized by sharp wit and vivid storytelling. Portis

gained widespread acclaim for his novel "True Grit," which was adapted into

two successful films, showcasing his talent for crafting compelling

narratives set in the American South. His writing often reflects his

experiences as a veteran of the Korean War and his appreciation for the

absurdities of life, making his literary contributions both timeless and

universally relatable. Despite a relatively small body of work, Portis's

influence on American literature remains significant, earning him a cult

following among readers and writers alike.
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Chapter 1 Summary: One

In the opening chapter of "The Dog of the South," we meet Ray Midge, who

 is reeling from the shocking news that his wife, Norma, has left him for a

man named Guy Dupree. As he waits for credit card billings to uncover their

whereabouts, Ray reflects on their life together and the choices that led to

this moment. He reveals that Dupree not only took off with Norma but also

with his car and financial resources, leaving Ray feeling betrayed and

frustrated. 

Ray is an introspective character, frequently indulging in whimsical

comparisons between his mundane life and historical figures, seeing his

predicament as akin to Hernando De Soto's lost conquests. He grapples with

feelings of inadequacy and self-doubt while recounting their efforts to find a

suitable apartment, which were often hindered by his stubbornness and

unwillingness to truly engage with Norma’s desires and ambitions. Her

restlessness becomes a catalyst for her departure as she yearned for

something more vibrant than their quiet, somewhat stifling life.

As we delve into the dynamics of Ray and Norma's relationship, we discover

Ray’s passive demeanor and his intelligence juxtaposed with his lack of

action. He recounts Norma's eccentric aspirations—throwing themed parties,

changing her name, and dyeing her hair—that he failed to support or

encourage. He recalls moments from their life together, indicating that while
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he appreciated her presence, he was often neglectful, more invested in his

own pursuits.

Ray reveals that Dupree is not only a former acquaintance but someone who

devolved from a whimsical coworker into an antagonistic figure who resorts

to wild, disruptive behaviors. The tension grows as we learn that Dupree's

erratic fate led him to volatile interactions with the law, culminating in an

ill-fated escape that involved kidnapping Ray's wife along with his car, now

heading south for Mexico.

The chapter closes with Ray's preparations to retrieve Norma. He finds

clever ways to finance his desperate journey, unearthing the savings bonds

from his late mother's estate as a necessary but painful act against his

self-imposed limitations. His airplane-like thoughts and detailed, almost

humorous observations about the world around him provide a vivid

backdrop to his bleak circumstances. The narrative establishes a sense of

adventure ahead, but it is mixed with Ray's ambivalence about confronting

not just Dupree, but also the faults in his relationship with Norma.

Overall, this chapter sets the stage for a story laden with themes of love,

betrayal, and self-discovery as Ray embarks on a quest that will challenge

both his understanding of human relationships and his own character.

Amidst the humor and absurdities of life, Portis captures the profound

disconnection that can knot even the closest of bonds, leaving Ray Midge in
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a position where both his heart and his future depend on the voyage he is

about to undertake.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of actively engaging in relationships and

supporting loved ones

Critical Interpretation: As you navigate through life's challenges,

consider how Ray Midge's introspection highlights the necessity of

being an active participant in your relationships. Ray reflects on his

shortcomings in supporting Norma's aspirations, and this serves as a

reminder for you to nurture the dreams of those you care about. By

being present, encouraging, and responsive, you can prevent the

feelings of neglect and inadequacy that may arise in even the closest

bonds. Embracing this proactive approach not only enriches your

connections but also safeguards against loss and regret, ultimately

leading to a more fulfilling and engaged life.
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Chapter 2 Summary: Two

In Chapter 2 of "The Dog of the South," the narrator finds himself in Laredo,

 Texas, staying in a rundown motel for six dollars. The room comes laden

with mismatched amenities: a rubber pillow, a tin shower stall, and an oil

heater emitting a groggy ambiance. He follows his usual pattern of booking

a cheap room near a nicer motel to enjoy better food, a practice that annoys

his wife, Norma, who fears the embarrassment of being discovered by

socialites.

After settling in, he ventures out to a discount store to gather supplies,

including transmission fluid, food, and an ice chest where he cleverly

conceals a Colt Cobra revolver inside a pie carton, demonstrating his knack

for improvisation under pressure. He leaves the uneaten pie for a rat outside,

showcasing a blend of humor amid his peculiar situation.

Dinner at the better motel reveals a lackluster meal; he orders roast beef but

receives fish sticks instead. The narrator observes the somber atmosphere,

with the staff seeming distracted and overwhelmed. As he later visits the

lounge, he experiences a contrast between the joyful socialites he expected

and the more eclectic crowd that fills the space, with an electric organ player

playing without requests and an old man with clown shoes causing mischief.

While enjoying a drink, an unexpected encounter occurs with Jack Wilkie, a
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former acquaintance who now works in bail bonds. Jack’s joy and eagerness

contrast sharply with the narrator's frustration. Jack suggests they team up to

retrieve Dupree, a mutual acquaintance, currently located in Mexico. He

dismisses legalities with confidence, claiming his bond paperwork allows

him authority over the matter.

Their conversation is punctuated by Jack's braggadocio about his profession

and his dysfunctional family dynamic, including details about his stepson

that frustrate him. Fascinated yet bemused, the narrator contemplates his

own life situation, feeling the pressures of his relationship with Norma and

considering Jack's proposal.

At some point, Jack leaves to grab something to eat, and the narrator soon

finds himself alone again. As he wrestles with restlessness, he contemplates

taking off before Jack. Ultimately, he decides to sneak out, racing against

time across the border and entering Nuevo Laredo, where he deftly navigates

customs and police checkpoints, even managing to evade scrutiny regarding

his concealed weapon.

Once in Mexico, he experiences the joy and chaos of the road, weaving

through contrasting landscapes and quirky encounters. The narrator takes

note of the differences in culture, observing the locals and their interactions

with humor and self-awareness. However, the tranquility is interrupted when

Jack Wilkie reappears in his Chrysler Imperial, tailing him with a
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competitive spirit, prompting a reckless chase, underscoring the tension of

their rivalry and lingering uncertainties.

The chapter encapsulates themes of desperation, the quest for identity, and

the complexity of human connections, all while using rich, vivid

descriptions and humor. The narrator's journey is both physical and

existential, reflecting his internal struggles as he navigates both the foreign

terrain and his relationships back home.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Improvisation and Resourcefulness in Adversity

Critical Interpretation: As you navigate life's challenges, consider the

narrator's ability to improvise under pressure when he cleverly

conceals a weapon inside a pie carton. This act serves as a reminder

that in tough situations, your capacity to think creatively and adapt can

be your greatest asset. No matter how dire or awkward your

circumstances may seem, finding a clever solution not only empowers

you but can also lighten the atmosphere with humor, transforming

potential humiliation into a story of resilience. Embrace the art of

improvisation; when situations become overwhelming, your unique

perspective can turn barriers into bridges.
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Chapter 3: Three

In Chapter 3 of "The Dog of the South" by Charles Portis, the protagonist

 embarks on a quest to find Dupree, his estranged wife, and their chow dog,

but his efforts are repeatedly thwarted. Initially searching for the Buena

Vista battlefield in Saltillo, he eventually abandons this pursuit, realizing he

has lost time in his search. He experiences moments of solitary reflection as

he drives through Mexico, embracing the joy of travel yet questioning

whether he is simply a wanderer or on a significant journey.

Upon arriving in San Miguel de Allende, he checks into an empty hotel,

where the owner hints he might have shown him the wrong room where

Dupree and Norma stayed. The protagonist's imagination runs wild,

concocting a plan to confront Dupree upon finding them, picturing a

dramatic showdown in a trailer park that ultimately leads him to a

mismatched location filled with basic trailers, one humorously named "The

Dog of the South."

Lunching at the hotel, he converses with various eclectic characters,
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Chapter 4 Summary: Four

In Chapter 4 of "The Dog of the South," the protagonist’s saga continues

 against a backdrop of minor chaos in Mexico. The morning arrives with

rain, and John T. Chance finds himself financially scrambling after an

unfortunate incident with his car—his struggling Buick has killed a white cat

that had crawled into the engine. This gruesome discovery adds to his unease

and frustration as he grapples with feelings of incompetence and turmoil in

his life.

Desperate for assistance with his financial situation regarding savings bonds

he cannot cash, John meets Dr. Symes at a trailer park cluttered with

unsorted furniture, junk, and the remnants of a chaotic life. He proposes to

drive the doctor to British Honduras in exchange for gas money and a few

favors, an endeavor Symes reluctantly agrees to after some cautious banter

about the reliability of the car. 

As they drive through Mexico, the two men engage in a mix of pointless

banter and deeper conversations that reveal their respective backgrounds. Dr.

Symes shares past experiences that paint him as a morally questionable yet

oddly charming character—a retired doctor with a history of dubious

ventures ranging from selling carpet remnants to counseling veterans on how

to feign illness for health benefits. The tension-filled drive becomes a series

of anecdotes about Symes' mishaps and questionable decisions, underscoring
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themes of desperation, survival, and the absurdity of their lives.

Dr. Symes proves to be an anxious traveler, worried about the state of their

vehicle and recounting stories of his misadventures with a character named

Ski, a tough former police officer who is now pursuing Symes for reasons

tied to a failed business venture involving gambling and a missing partner.

This tale introduces tension as Symes explains the potential danger Ski

poses, highlighting contrasts in their personalities—John’s increasingly

relaxed demeanor versus Symes’ nervous disposition. 

The drive continues with cultural observations and brief philosophical

discussions about life, business, and the nature of success, culminating in

Symes' bizarre plans involving his mother in British Honduras, who runs a

mission while facing her own troubles. Their conversation shifts toward

future business ideas, and despite Symes' wild ambition, it remains clear that

his dreams could quickly unravel into liability.

As they traverse the Mexican landscape, a series of mishaps—including a

flat tire—rattle John’s nerves. Meanwhile, Symes drifts between moments of

sleep and chatter, presenting an odd, comedic dynamic that reflects both

their highs and lows. The chapter masterfully blends humor with a deep

exploration of their flawed lives, showcasing how two men, burdened with

their pasts, navigate a precarious present filled with uncertainty and the

constant search for redemption—or at least a new beginning.



Aspect Details

Setting Chaotic backdrop in Mexico with a rainy morning.

Protagonist John T. Chance, financially struggling and grappling with feelings of
incompetence.

Inciting
Incident John's Buick kills a white cat, heightening his frustration.

New
Character

Dr. Symes, a retired doctor with dubious pasts and a morally
questionable character.

Proposal John offers to drive Dr. Symes to British Honduras for gas money and
favors.

Character
Dynamics

John is relaxed, while Symes is anxious and worried about their
vehicle.

Themes Desperation, survival, absurdity, and the folly of their ambitions.

Misadventures Flat tire and various mishaps during their journey indicating
uncertainty.

Conversations Pointless banter and deeper discussions reflect their flawed lives and
backgrounds.

Future
Prospects

Symes has bizarre plans involving his mother in British Honduras,
showcasing wild ambition.

Dynamic Comedic yet tense interactions highlight their contrasting personalities
and struggles.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embrace the chaos of life's uncertainties

Critical Interpretation: In this chapter, as you witness John T. Chance

navigating a series of absurd misfortunes and chaotic encounters, you

are reminded that life is rarely straightforward. Each twist and turn

may feel overwhelming, yet it reflects the unpredictable journey we all

embark upon. Embracing chaos can liberate you from the rigid

expectations of control, allowing you to adapt and find humor in the

mishaps along the way. Just like John and Dr. Symes, every setback

can lead to new connections and unexpected adventures. By accepting

life's uncertainties with a light-hearted spirit, you empower yourself to

forge ahead, transforming obstacles into opportunities for growth and

rediscovery.
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Chapter 5 Summary: Five

In Chapter 5 of "The Dog of the South" by Charles Portis, the protagonist

 and Dr. Symes continue their chaotic journey through Mexico toward

Belize. The chapter opens with the sun rising over the Bay of Campeche,

casting a heavy, warm atmosphere that feels almost oppressive. After

neglecting the baloney and cheese in their ice chest, the two men resort to

munching on marshmallows and rolls, the latter eventually tossed to hungry

goats along the road.

In the town of Coatzacoalcos, the protagonist stops to purchase transmission

fluid and a solvent that Dr. Symes believes will fix the car's persistent

clicking noise. Tensions rise as Dr. Symes grows increasingly anxious,

convinced that the car will fail them. The protagonist, trying to reassure him,

is dismissive of the noise, insisting that it’s not serious. Their bickering

reveals Dr. Symes's anxieties about their journey and his unsettled nature,

while showcasing the protagonist's nonchalant demeanor, even in the face of

car troubles.

As they travel further, they face logistical challenges caused by road closures

and have to take a detour involving late-night ferry crossings, which create

moments of quiet tension as they navigate darkness and uncertainty. The car

engine eventually does stop in the midday heat of Yucatan, prompting the

protagonist to attempt various dubious fixes under the watchful eyes of
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onlookers. This moment highlights their precarious situation; they are far

from home and dealing with the complications of an unreliable vehicle.

During a brief moment of calm, the protagonist allows Dr. Symes to take the

wheel while he tries to read a self-help sales book by Dix, which becomes

increasingly frustrating as distractions arise and the doctor’s driving proves

erratic. Their relationship is a mixture of camaraderie and exasperation, with

Dr. Symes frequently lamenting about their progress and the protagonist

trying to keep things on track, further emphasizing their contrasting

personalities.

As the journey progresses, calamity strikes again when a motor mount

breaks, throwing them into further disarray. Despite minor victories with

quick fixes, the protagonist is aware of his own inadequacies and

frustrations. When they eventually reach Chetumal, Dr. Symes starts to show

signs of serious illness, further complicating their already arduous journey.

His deterioration adds an urgency to their situation and tests the protagonist's

resolve.

When they attempt to cross the border into Belize, they face bureaucratic

challenges. The protagonist tries to smooth things over with the border

officer, but Dr. Symes's state doesn’t help matters. The doctor refuses to

leave the car behind and instead proposes an ill-fated plan to ride a bus into

Belize, insisting on his need to see his mother despite his feeble condition.
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Eventually, the protagonist crafts a bold plan to get the doctor across the

border via a boat to bypass the border troubles, showcasing his

resourcefulness amid chaos.

The chapter concludes with a fraught mixture of hope and anxiety as the

protagonist watches helplessly while the doctor ventures into uncertain

waters in a small boat. His worry gives way to a sense of responsibility for

both the old man and the journey itself. The theme of perseverance amid

absurdity deepens as the protagonist grapples with the unpredictability of

life and the tenuous nature of their companionship, underscoring the chaotic

journey that mirrors their internal struggles.

Key Element Summary

Setting Starts in Bay of Campeche; journey through Mexico toward Belize.

Protagonist &
Dr. Symes

They continue their chaotic journey, dealing with car troubles and
anxieties.

Food Situation Neglect their food, resort to marshmallows and rolls, feeding goats on
the road.

Coatzacoalcos
Stop Protagonist buys transmission fluid; tensions rise over car problems.

Character
Dynamics Protagonist is nonchalant; Dr. Symes is anxious and unsettled.

Logistical
Challenges Faced with road closures and detours, including late-night ferries.
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Key Element Summary

Car
Breakdown Car engine stops in Yucatan heat; protagonist makes dubious repairs.

Reading
Frustration

Protagonist frustrated as he tries to read while Dr. Symes drives
erratically.

Motor Mount
Issues

Motor mount breaks, highlighting their precarious situation and
ongoing frustrations.

Dr. Symes’
Illness Symes shows signs of serious illness, complicating their journey.

Border
Crossing
Issues

Bureaucratic challenges arise when crossing into Belize; Symes’
illness exacerbates problems.

Proactive
Solutions Protagonist devises a plan to use a boat to bypass border troubles.

Conclusion Protagonist feels responsible as Dr. Symes ventures into uncertain
waters; themes of perseverance and absurdity emerge.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embrace Resourcefulness in Adversity

Critical Interpretation: As you navigate life's unpredictable journey,

remember the protagonist's ability to devise clever solutions even

when faced with chaos and uncertainty. Just like him, when you

encounter obstacles, draw upon your creativity and resourcefulness to

find a way through. This mindset not only fosters resilience but also

transforms challenges into opportunities for growth, allowing you to

navigate even the most tumultuous situations with confidence and

courage.
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Chapter 6: Six

In Chapter 6 of "The Dog of the South," we find Ray Midge arriving in

 Belize during a late hour, feeling disoriented in the unfamiliar town. He

hires a taxi driver to take him to the church of Mrs. Nell Symes, whom he

believes is connected to the ailing Dr. Symes. The driver initially struggles

to understand the connection, but eventually, Ray arrives at the Unity

Tabernacle, a converted house that serves as both a church and the residence

of Mrs. Symes and her friend Melba. 

After some delays, Ray finally connects with Mrs. Symes, who is initially

skeptical about her son’s condition, assuming he may be drunk rather than

sick. Despite Mrs. Symes's indifference, Ray drags the unresponsive Dr.

Symes from the car and lays him on a pew inside the church, noting his poor

state as his clothes steam from heat, indicating he urgently needs medical

attention. The old ladies are preoccupied with their own lives and thoughts,

indicating a disconnection from Dr. Symes.

The chapter takes on a more comedic tone as Mrs. Symes and Melba pry
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Chapter 7 Summary: Seven

In Chapter 7 of "The Dog of the South," the protagonist, Speed, emerges

 from a whirlwind encounter with Dr. Symes in a shadowy chapel and heads

towards the Fair Play Hotel in Belize. The hotel's manager, a grumpy

woman named Ruth, is less than accommodating as she awakens a young

boy, Webster Spooner, who is surprisingly introduced as her auxiliary.

Speed is overwhelmed with exhaustion and ultimately decides to rest in his

room for two days, subsisting on a monotonous diet of bananas and Pet

milk, attended to dutifully by Webster.

Through his interactions with the young boy, Speed learns about the local

dynamics and how Ruth takes half of Webster's earnings. The boy expresses

curiosity about American life, asking Speed about cars and other trivial

matters, while Speed in turn is perplexed by Ruth's aversion to Americans,

whom she derisively labels "Turco" due to Speed's appearance. Speed

spends his time in the hotel reading a bit, dreaming vividly of a stylish

quarrel with a woman named Travis and her son, while his experiences are

punctuated by strange noises and radio broadcasts that pique his interest.

As Speed starts to worry about his lack of communication from

home—particularly about his father potentially ignoring him—Ruth’s

repeated demands for room payments frustrate him. When he seeks her

guidance about local government offices, their exchanges reveal cultural
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barriers and her disdainful attitude towards him. Ruth and Webster seem to

perceive him as someone of lower importance, different from the other white

guests they receive.

The chapter shifts to Speed's first venture outside after days in bed, where he

notices local life bustling around him but finds no sign of his car, all the

while contemplating his needs and resources for further action. He

encounters Webster once more, who organizes a mission to seek out

information about a local farm owned by a man named Dupree—reinitiating

the adventure Speed is on to reclaim his life and his vehicle.

As Speed navigates the streets, he reflects on the peculiarities of his

surroundings, including a snake skinning scene that captures his attention. In

this vibrant tapestry of encounters, Speed's foibles and frustrations are

woven with local flavor, highlighting themes of cultural disconnection, the

burdens of adulthood, and the search for belonging in an unfamiliar place. 

The chapter culminates as Speed returns to the Tabernacle, demonstrating a

mix of strength and vulnerability in his interactions with Dr. Symes, who

exhibits an enigmatic blend of illness and whimsical dreams about nursing

homes and past relationships. Their conversations layer humor with poignant

reflections on lost friendships and the wisdom of understanding one’s place

in the world. Amid the absurdity, there's a sense of shared humanity,

bridging the gaps between both Speed's aspirations and Dr. Symes’ past
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failures, as both characters continue their search for clarity amidst the chaos

surrounding them.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of human connection and understanding

across cultures

Critical Interpretation: In Chapter 7 of "The Dog of the South," as you

engage with characters like Speed, Ruth, and Webster, you find a

reflection of your own life journey. The awkward exchanges highlight

the significance of reaching out and trying to understand those

different from you, reminding you that human connection transcends

cultural barriers. Speed's encounters encourage you to embrace

empathy, to listen more, and to seek genuine interactions, fostering a

greater sense of belonging and cohesion in your own community. Just

as Speed grapples with his identity and place in a foreign environment,

you too are inspired to navigate your relationships with curiosity and

compassion, turning moments of misunderstanding into opportunities

for growth and connection.
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Chapter 8 Summary: Eight

In Chapter 8 of "The Dog of the South," the narrator finds himself amidst the

 bustling streets of Belize, where young locals engage in playful boxing—a

stark contrast to his own serious mission. He encounters Webster Spooner,

who is back from a movie and brimming with bravado after watching a

Muhammad Ali fight. Despite Webster's wild antics and distraction, he

retrieves a map from the police, marking the location of a place linked to

Dupree.

The narrator prepares to confront Dupree by examining the map and driving

towards a place called Dupree & Co. Ltd., which leads him through

changing landscapes—from pine forests to muddy roads, culminating in a

secluded area with Mayan ruins. Here, he meets two Indian men laboring

away and trying to fend off mosquitoes, but he leaves without any useful

information about Dupree.

Continuing his journey, he encounters a rundown farmhouse adorned with a

“KEEP OUT” sign and discovers a disturbing scene with dead cows. As he

approaches, a disheveled red dog emerges, evoking memories of a more

vibrant life back in Little Rock. The narrator soon meets Dupree, who

appears transformed: unkempt, with a new Western demeanor and a shotgun

in hand. Their conversation reveals Dupree's evasiveness and newfound

arrogance, as he insists on keeping everyone at bay, including the narrator
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and his missing wife, Norma.

The interaction escalates as the narrator challenges Dupree's lies and threats,

accusing him of abandoning responsibilities and deceiving others. Dupree’s

absurd claims about writing a book on "horde control" add a layer of

absurdity to their standoff, highlighting his delusional state. Despite the

frustration of their confrontational dialogue, the narrator is consumed by the

thought that Norma might be hiding within the house.

When Dupree retreats into the house, the narrator contemplates methods of

breaking in but refrains, conflicted by the possibility of harming Norma. He

decides to leave, but not without planting a hint of his presence in the form

of a bottle of her pain-relief medication.

As he reflects on his conversation with the local workers and learns that

Dupree's supplies are being delivered, he decides to take action. A few final

interactions with them solidify his plan. He offers them bonds and vague

promises about Dupree's supposed departure from Belize, further

complicating the already tangled web of connections and grievances among

the characters.

Throughout the chapter, the themes of deception, moral ambiguity, and the

struggle for control emerge clearly. The narrator's journey underscores his

internal conflict—caught between a duty to confront Dupree and a genuine
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concern for Norma's well-being.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of confronting deceit and taking

responsibility

Critical Interpretation: Let the confrontation between the narrator and

Dupree inspire you to address the deceptions in your own life. Facing

dishonesty, whether from others or within yourself, is a critical step

towards personal growth and resolution. Like the narrator, you may

find that challenging these untruths can lead to unforeseen paths of

clarity and responsibility, prompting you to reclaim control over your

life and relationships. Embrace the discomfort of these struggles as a

necessary part of your journey towards authenticity and vulnerability.
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Chapter 9: Nine

In Chapter 9 of "The Dog of the South," the narrator finds himself in a state

 of reflection and uncertainty. After a trip to the Chinaman's store for

sardines and crackers, he returns to his room, where Karl's radio announces a

winner for a contest before abruptly switching off. This sparks a flurry of

paranoid thoughts about the political instability of the place, and he worries

about the repercussions of his companion Dupree's brashness. Despite these

concerns, the narrator's main focus remains on Norma and whether she is in

the Dupree house.

As he eats his supper, he tries to engage Webster Spooner by gifting him a

jar he had cleaned, hoping it could serve some purpose. However, Webster's

lack of enthusiasm leads to the jar's eventual destruction by Ruth, and the

narrator begins to feel more despondent about his day and his plans. He

struggles to formulate a structured plan to confront Dupree and gain

information about Norma, crumpling a timetable he tries to create, reflecting

a sense of defeat.
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Chapter 10 Summary: Ten

In Chapter 10 of "The Dog of the South," we find Mrs. Symes outside the

 church, frustrated and waiting for a film that hasn’t yet arrived, while a

group of boys buzz with excitement over a movie featuring Tarzan. She

reluctantly instructs the narrator to take Christine, a newcomer, inside to

show her around. As Christine begins to wash her clothes, tensions rise

between her and Melba, who sulks in a nearby chair, feeling intruded upon.

Dr. Symes, Mrs. Symes's son, reveals to the narrator, whom he refers to as

Speed, that his mother has agreed—sort of—to write him a letter permitting

him to use Jean's Island for unspecified improvements. However, this letter

is hardly the legitimate authorization he needs to secure financing for the gas

drilling project he’s convinced will yield big profits. Speed questions this

makeshift arrangement, knowing that without legal boundaries and a clear

lease, banks will not find this sufficient. The doctor's self-assured

dismissiveness about legalities hints at his desperation and blind ambition.

The doctor shares personal anecdotes, revealing more about his past and

failures in medicine, particularly an incident that led to a public derision of

his practice. He reminisces about his glory days and the rivalry with other

doctors feeling threatened by his success, setting the tone for the recurring

theme of ambition turned folly. His belief in a profitable recoverable

resource below the island fuels his hope, even as he struggles to secure the
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financial backing he desires.

Amid this chaotic narrative, Christine’s presence begins to affect the

dynamics. She relates positively with Melba, lifting her spirits, and offers a

glimpse into youthful energy contrasted with the worn-out characters around

her. Meanwhile, Dr. Symes's attempts to convince Melba to take care of her

health by exercising further demonstrate his misguided yet persistent care

for her.

As the chapter progresses, the doctor produces various personal artifacts,

including old photographs that contribute to his character's backstory.

However, despite these attempts at connection, the narrator feels

increasingly desperate for a loan. He proposes to Dr. Symes that if he doesn't

settle his debts by the following noon, he would surrender the family

silverware his mother had left him. Dr. Symes's refusal to accept the

silverware emphasizes his condescending attitude and practical skepticism.

The chapter concludes with the narrator feeling isolated in his struggles for

money and desperate to plead with Melba for a small loan, showcasing the

sense of conflict and uncertainty permeating the lives of all characters

involved. Themes of ambition, familial reliance, and generational tension

bubble up throughout, creating layers of complexity in their interactions as

they navigate precarious financial and personal situations.
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Chapter 11 Summary: Eleven

In Chapter 11 of "The Dog of the South," the protagonist arrives at Leet’s

 Motor Ranch, which is less of a car dealership and more of a junkyard,

nestled beside an old ink factory marked only by its towering chimney.

There, he encounters Leet, an odd, rotund man with childlike hands, who is

deeply engrossed in a picture book while listening to organ music from

makeshift speakers. Their interaction unfolds as a dialogue about cars,

during which the protagonist tries to sell Leet a Buick, prompting a detailed

inspection of the vehicle.

As the conversation progresses, Leet reveals his disinterest in the Buick,

asserting it has a bad transmission. Instead, he boasts about a Torino he

purchased from Dupree, a character previously involved in the protagonist's

life. When the protagonist recognizes the muddy shell as his own Torino, he

confronts Leet about the legitimacy of the sale, insisting that Dupree had no

right to sell the car as it should belong to him. Leet, ever the opportunist,

graciously points out that he cannot be held accountable for transactions

made in good faith. Their exchange becomes a battle of wits and moral

standards, with the protagonist holding onto the concept of fairness, while

Leet leans on legalities.

Despite the tension, the dialogue reveals deeper insights into their

characters—Leet’s unscrupulous business nature and the protagonist's
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underlying moral compass. Their conversation shifts back to Leet's peculiar

life, where he mentions a lunatic's tape he found under the Torino’s seat,

which further connects the narrative threads of madness and unexpected

turns.

After their confrontation, the protagonist chooses to leave without selling the

Buick and instead reflects on his feelings for Christine, imagining a life

together filled with simple joys like moonlit swims. His mind drifts towards

the mundane concerns of domestic life, involving thoughts of children and

potential futures, which juxtaposes the chaotic environment he has just left.

As he drives away, the arrival and quick departure of a jeep carrying

Christine hints at the ongoing complexities and miscommunications in their

relationship. The setting of the church scene, where the boys gather

excitedly to watch a Tarzan film, provides a contrast to the earlier exchange,

highlighting the innocence of childhood against the backdrop of adult

complications. The protagonist finds himself burdened with looking after

Victor, which sets the stage for further developments.

Through vivid descriptions, engaging dialogue, and the intertwining of

characters’ motivations, this chapter captures themes of moral ambiguity, the

randomness of life’s dealings, and the search for personal connection amidst

chaos. The protagonist grapples with both external conflicts and internal

aspirations, leaving him and the reader pondering the implications of

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


responsibility and identity.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Chapter 12: Twelve

In Chapter 12 of "The Dog of the South," the narrator navigates the

 challenging road of Bishop Lane with two young boys, Victor and Webster.

As they jostle along in the dilapidated car, Victor displays a mix of curiosity

and disdain, voicing his opinions about the vehicle and demanding a more

powerful car like a Volkswagen. The drive quickly turns chaotic, with Victor

and Webster wrestling and inadvertently kicking the gear shift into reverse,

leaving them stranded in the mud after the transmission fails.

With their car out of commission, the narrator decides they must walk the

rest of the way to Guy Dupree’s house, the man he believes is holding his

wife, Norma. As they trek through the dark, the narrator tries to engage the

boys in learning about the stars and nature, showcasing his desire to share

knowledge despite their lack of attention. He faces the challenge of

controlling their behavior, promising gifts if they cooperate, but Victor’s

incessant distractions and questions about everything from birds to the devil

test his patience.
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Chapter 13 Summary: Thirteen

In Chapter 13 of "The Dog of the South," the protagonist finds himself in a

 murky, challenging environment—his companions' Buick is buried deep in

black mud, foreshadowing the inevitable march of time and nature. He treks

to a Mayan ruin with Victor and another companion, both physically and

emotionally battered from the previous nights spent outdoors. Victor carries

a strange rock, hinting at a deeper, undisclosed intent that remains a mystery

throughout the chapter.

Their visit to the ruin is filled with childlike curiosity as they meet two

brothers who have hidden treasures in the stone pyramid and engage in

lively play mimicking an imaginary car. The narrator exchanges money for a

monkey skull, suggesting themes of bartering and the intrinsic value of

objects, before departing for the Belize market with the brothers.

At the market, they encounter the still, humid air and Webster treating them

to drinks—a moment of camaraderie in the face of uncertainty. Upon

arriving at the tabernacle, they discover a scene of chaos: chairs overturned,

and debris scattered, indicating a recent upheaval. Tension escalates when

they learn that Mrs. Symes, a character whose presence looms large despite

being physically absent, has suffered a stroke and likely passed away.

The chapter becomes a meditation on mortality and memory as characters
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reflect on the life of Mrs. Symes. Dr. Symes and the others gather in a

garden to eat watermelon and share stories about her—a revealing exercise

in nostalgia and grief. Their conversations range from eccentric stories of the

deceased to the practical matters of her estate, which unexpectedly leaves

Dr. Symes with nothing of monetary value, except for an extensive poem

and a lockbox. The dynamic shifts between whimsical banter and sobering

realizations about legacy and familial ties convey a deeper understanding of

their relationships.

As they explore disparate reactions to death—the solemn yet irreverent tone

of Father Jackie contrasting with Dr. Symes’ subdued demeanor—there’s a

blend of light-heartedness and sorrow. Melba takes on a mediator role,

determined to honor Mrs. Symes’ wishes about her burial while grappling

with the doctor’s frustration over his mother’s decisions.

Intriguingly, Melba shares a dark vision for the future involving Dr. Symes,

leading to a moment that underscores a sense of foreboding. The chapter

closes with uncomfortable silences and awkward conversations among the

characters—reinforcing the emotional distance even amidst physical

proximity. Ultimately, this chapter captures the surreal process of grieving

and the unpredictable nature of life’s trajectory, intertwining elements of

humor, regret, and deep reflection in a manner that is both poignant and

relatable.
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Chapter 14 Summary: Fourteen

In Chapter 14 of "The Dog of the South," the weather takes a dramatic turn

 as a violent downpour batters the small town. The storm causes chaos, with

wooden shutters secured and debris littering the streets. Our protagonist

finds his hotel flooded, discovering a strange man—whom he later learns is

named Spann—sitting on his bed and fiercely guarding his notes and

belongings. Spann is an eccentric character, a prospector who’s been away in

search of rare minerals and feathers. Their conversation reveals Spann's

plans to attend a state fair and see his brother at a prison rodeo, but he

appears somewhat evasive and protective.

The storm worsens, and amidst the frantic weather, the two men decide to

move to a sturdier hotel. Unfortunately, their plans are interrupted by a

police officer who recruits them for a sandbag brigade to stave off the

flooding. Here, they join a group of prisoners filling bags with sand,

resulting in an absurd yet serious chain of events. Amidst the rain and noise,

the protagonist spots someone he knows—Jack Wilkie, a familiar face from

his past, now working alongside him in this unexpected scenario.

They soon find themselves amidst a chaotic effort to save the town, filled

with commanding officers and frantic workers. Jack shares his recent

adventures and absurd misfortunes, including a run-in with authorities in

Belize. Jack, despite his hardships, displays a comically bold personality. As
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they work, tensions rise among the prisoners seeking cigarettes, which leads

to a brief confrontation managed by Captain Grace before the atmosphere

calms. Jack and the protagonist eventually receive freedom from their

impromptu duties but not without difficulty.

As they walk back to the town, Jack philosophizes about life, emphasizing

the importance of avoiding negativity, reflecting perhaps on his own journey

through incarceration. On their way, they witness the aftermath of the storm,

strikingly beautiful in its devastation, with a vivid rainbow appearing—a

metaphor perhaps for hope amid chaos.

Upon reaching the town, the protagonist realizes he has lost track of Spann's

bag, feeling guilty for not keeping an eye on it. Meanwhile, Jack fetches his

belongings at the police station, donning a new pair of shoes, the

consummate survivor. However, upon inspection, Jack discovers his car has

been vandalized. A mixture of frustration and dark humor fills the air as Jack

prepares to confront the authorities about his missing battery.

The chapter culminates in a blend of camaraderie and impending personal

dilemmas, as characteristics of resilience and absurdity unfold against the

backdrop of a town grappling with nature’s fury. The chapter captures the

essence of Portis’s work—highlighting the strange connections between

characters, the humor in dire situations, and an underlying exploration of

personal reflection amid the chaos of daily life.
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Chapter 15: Fifteen

In Chapter 15 of "The Dog of the South," the protagonist navigates through a

 chaotic scene filled with rowdy drunks under a sultry sunset. Amidst the

disorder, he searches for his friend Webster and encounters a group of

children teasing a snake. His concern for others deepens as he wonders about

their safety during a recent storm, particularly Dr. Symes and his mother, as

he tries to process the uncertain atmosphere.

The story takes a critical turn when he spots Christine in a traffic jam. She's

anxious because Melba, who's in the back of her van, is unwell and needs

immediate medical attention. The protagonist steps up, bravely directing

traffic to help them reach the hospital in what feels like a rescue mission.

However, the hospital is in chaos — overcrowded and disorganized

post-storm — and he struggles to assist as he carries Melba inside,

eventually leaving her with a makeshift sign declaring her identity.

As he helps with moving patients alongside an irritated hospital worker

named Cecil, the protagonist grapples with exhaustion but is jolted by a
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Chapter 16 Summary: Sixteen

In Chapter 16 of "The Dog of the South" by Charles Portis, the story

 revolves around Ray's ongoing struggles after being unceremoniously

evicted from the Fair Play hotel by Ruth. He settles into the Delgado, a

cheaper place thanks to Webster’s help, and takes care of Norma, who has

recently been discharged from the hospital. Ray ensures she eats healthily,

nursing her back to strength while dealing with the aftermath of a hurricane

and the various ailments affecting those around him, including Mrs. Symes,

who has suffered a stroke, and others dealing with illness or misfortune.

Ray seeks to help Jack, who is in jail, and approaches Mrs. Symes to obtain

a note that might secure Jack’s release. Though he finds himself deeper in a

web of personal dramas, he starts to navigate through the chaos by

investigating the whereabouts of the missing doctor and Dupree, though he

comes up empty. Meanwhile, Ray reflects on the peculiar state of his

relationships, particularly with Norma, who seems distant at times and even

forgets his name.

After successfully getting Jack released with a mix of persuasion and some

help from Mrs. Symes, they embark on a road trip back home. During this

journey, they experience moments of levity and nostalgia, but also the reality

of their strained connections. On a beach stop, Norma’s insecurities arise as

she avoids showing her scars to Jack, but they reaffirm their bond and
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affection for one another amidst the backdrop of a beautiful night.

As they head back toward home, the trio engages in philosophical

discussions about life, love, and basic needs that people seek. This adds a

thoughtful layer to their otherwise tumultuous lives. By the end of the

chapter, the narrative reflects on Dupree’s fate, hinting at the allure of escape

that doesn’t always lead to fulfillment, and Ray’s life begins to take a more

stable turn. Norma regains her health and even ventures to Memphis for a

new job, leaving Ray in a bittersweet position of watching her go but

accepting her independence.

Overall, this chapter captures moments of tenderness, existential musings,

and the complexity of relationships, while also highlighting Ray’s growth as

he learns to let go as life continues to unfold around him.
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