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About the book

In "The Language of Baklava," Diana Abu-Jaber artfully weaves atapestry
of nostalgia, cultural identity, and the profound connections we forge
through the culinary delights of our heritage. Through the lens of her own
experiences growing up in an Arab-American household, she invites readers
on asensory journey filled with the rich aromas and flavors of traditional
Middle Eastern cooking, showcasing how food transcends mere sustenance
to bridge the gap between cultures and generations. With each evocative
dish, from fragrant baklavato roasted lamb, Abu-Jaber uncoversthe
complex layers of family, memory, and belonging, encouraging us to savor
not just the meals but the stories that shape who we are. This beautifully
crafted memoir promises to tantalize your taste buds while stirring your
heart, urging you to explore your own roots and the beloved recipes that

define your life.
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About the author

Diana Abu-Jaber is a celebrated American author, known for her rich
explorations of identity, culture, and the Arab American experience, themes
that resonate throughout her body of work. Born in Syracuse, New York, to a
Jordanian father and an American mother, Abu-Jaber's multicultural
background profoundly influences her writing, infusing it with a unique
perspective that bridges Eastern and Western narratives. She is the author of
several novels, including the acclaimed works " Arabian Jazz" and
"Crescent," which have garnered numerous awards and critical acclaim for
their lyrical prose and depth of character. Beyond fiction, Abu-Jaber aso
writes essays that reflect her culinary passion and personal journey, most
notably in her memoir "The Language of Baklava," where she intertwines
food, family, and the immigrant experience, showcasing her talent for

weaving together the universal themes of belonging and heritage.
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chapter 1 Summary: Raising an Arab Father in America

In Chapter 1 of "The Language of Baklava' by Diana Abu-Jaber, the author
captures arich tapestry of memories centered around her experiences
growing up with an Arab father in America, as well as a cultural interplay
between her Arab heritage and her American surroundings. The narrative
opens with avivid recollection of a childhood visit to atelevision studio
where her father, affectionately dubbed "Bud," clumsily interacts with the

host while she and her cousins revel in the ambience of laughter and candy.

1. The engrossing memories of childhood vividly illustrate Abu-Jaber's
father—Bud—a nearly boyish immigrant who struggles with understanding
American culture. His innocent charm is evident in amusing incidents, such
as when he acquires a non-functional television in his quest to embrace his

new country and its technologies.

2. The duality of identity is a prevalent theme as Abu-Jaber |earns that home
is steeped in Arab traditions while the outside world reflects an American
demeanor. Bud's attempts to interact with various people at shops showcase
this cultural dance; he greets all with ajolly "Hey, bud!" leading his

daughter to view al Americans through this familial lens.

3. Saturdays in the Abu-Jaber household are filled with culinary wonders as
Bud takes charge in the kitchen, preparing dishes that reflect their
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heritage—recipes bestowed by relatives bearing names that are translated
into more acceptable American versions. Here, the kitchen becomes a
vibrant stage for cultural continuation, where Bud joyfully engagesin
cooking practices and territoriality over names of meat cuts he playfully
dubs.

4. The chapter delves deeper into family gatherings that unfold around
abundant meals, particularly the aromatic shish kabob made with care on
outings to Fair Haven Beach. It paints a scene of communal
bonding—relatives come together, bringing love and nostalgia as they share
stories, food, and laughter, fully cultivating the notion of belonging amidst

the great expanse of America.

5. The author introduces Cousin Sami, a newcomer freshly arrived from
Jordan, who serves as a poignant contrast to the exuberance of family
dynamics. His sensitivity draws concern from Abu-Jaber's parents,
highlighting a delicate struggle between cultural expectations and personal
identity. Thisfamilial interaction offers alensinto the immigrant

experience, echoing themes of alienation and belonging.

6. The chapter culminates in atale about the lamb—an essential
representation of childhood innocence shadowed by the stark realities of life.
The humorous yet unsettling story showcases an attempted slaughter that

spiralsinto chaos, leaving Bud and his brothers confronted with the

More Free Book %‘\



https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb

unsettling transformation from childhood playfulness to adulthood realities.
This moment illustrates the loss of innocence and the complex emotions
surrounding life, food, and cultural heritage interwoven in their immigrant

identities.

Through rich imagery and eloquent perceptions, Abu-Jaber weaves a
narrative that beautifully captures the intersection of cultural identity, family
bonds, and the immigrant experience, resonating with themes of nostalgia,
humor, and poignant reflection. Her writing invites readers to explore the
multifaceted layers of belonging and the nuanced humor that crafts the
tapestry of her early lifein America.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embracing Cultural Duality

Critical Interpretation: As you navigate through the vibrant threads of
your identity, much like Diana Abu-Jaber, you may find strength in
embracing the cultural duality that shapes who you are. Consider how
your own diverse experiences and backgrounds, mirrored in the
warmth of familial traditions and the kal eidoscope of your
surrounding influences, can inspire you to create a unique perspective
on life. By celebrating the richness of your heritage while remaining
open to new experiences, you can cultivate a more profound sense of

belonging and understanding in an ever-evolving world.

More Free Book %‘\


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb

chapter 2 Summary: Hot Lunch

In this chapter of "The Language of Baklava," Diana Abu-Jaber shares a
vivid portrayal of her childhood experiences, largely centered around her
father'simmigrant life, her first encounters with school, and her evolving

identity amid cultural contrasts.

1. Each evening, Diana s father, Bud, returns home late from his multiple
jobs, often bringing pizza as a late-night meal. He embodies the immigrant's
gpirit of resilience and hope, juxtaposed against his lingering nostalgia for
his homeland. Thislonging is vividly illustrated through his cooking,
particularly when he prepares chicken livers, singing Arabic songs that
resonate with his memories, even if Diana doesn't fully comprehend their

significance.

2. Diana’ sfirst day at school isfilled with anxiety and excitement. Dressed
in her green plaid uniform, she experiences a mix of pride and trepidation as
her father drops her off among other children. The scene rapidly shifts as she
encounters the stern nuns supervising her class, who bring arigid discipline
to the vibrant chaos of childhood. The contrasts between her home life—fulll
of familial warmth and cultural depth—and the cold, austere environment of

St. Mary’ s become starkly apparent.

3. The school cafeteria becomes a symbol of her discomfort, serving
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tasteless food that repulses her, al while her classmates consume meals that
lack the spices and flavors of her home, filled with comfort foods like
garlicky chicken kabobs and falafel. Thisdivision intensifies as Diana
reflects on how the cafeteria represents a punishment for her identity asa

girl, aplace that feels alien and unwelcoming.

4. As she navigates the complexities of school life, Diana grapples with her
sense of self, especially in interactions with peers and authority. An incident
involving a pen explosion in the cafeteria marks a turning point, showcasing
her clumsiness and vulnerability while intertwining humor with
embarrassment. Sister Paul, her patient teacher, offers areprieve from the
harshness of her environment, yet the arrival of Sister John shifts the

dynamics in unexpected ways.

5. Sister John, who takes a special interest in Diana, introduces her to a sense
of validation and excitement. Their relationship redefines Diana s position in
the classroom. She becomes the teacher’ s pet, but this role also adds new
pressures, distancing her from past friendships and innocent childhood

games with her classmate Francis.

6. The narrative deepens into the domestic sphere, where a new sibling
disrupts the family dynamic, shifting Diana s attention away from school
worriesto sibling rivalries and responsibilities. As family meals become

communal eventsthat blur cultural lines, Diana subtly beginsto bring her
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heritage into the school environment, even sharing food to bridge her two

worlds.

7. The climax comes when Diana’ s family invites Sister John over for
dinner. The meal, rich with flavors and warmth, creates a culturally charged
scene where Bud' s exuberance and Sister John's enthusiasm clash with her
mother’ s cautious demeanor. This dinner illustrates the intersection of
different identities and the search for belonging, as Sister John’s
appreciation for the flavors evokes deep-seated connectionsto Diana' s

heritage.

8. However, this newfound relationship is transient. Following a note from
her parents to the Mother Superior, Diana finds herself back in the
comfortable but uninspiring arms of Sister Paul. This shift prompts an
internal conflict and a reconsideration of her identity, as she struggles to
reconcile her previous thrill with Sister John and the familiar environment
she returnsto. The chapter closes with a sense of lingering nostalgia and the

bittersweet recognition of growth amidst cultural and institutional pressures.

Through these experiences, Diana Abu-Jaber illuminates the nuances of
cultural identity, childhood innocence, and the immigrant experience. The
interplay of food, familial love, and the sharp contrast of school life provides
arich tapestry, showcasing the challenges and triumphs of navigating

different worlds.
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chapter 3. Native Foods

In this chapter, the delicate weave of familial and cultural transformation
unfolds as the author reflects on her experiences following a significant
move from Americato Jordan with her mother and sisters. A potent blend of
nostalgia, cultural dislocation, and youthful exploration permeates the

narrative.

1. Through the lens of nostalgic simplicity, the narrator describes evenings
shared with her mother, punctuated by the mundane yet comforting ritual of
watching television. The backdrop of foreign news evokes a sense of remote
suffering while her mother embodies tranquility amidst uncertainty
regarding Bud's quest for stability in Jordan. The mother's subtle beauty and
reserved demeanor contrast sharply with the more dynamic, chaotic energy

of Bud, setting the stage for the complexities within their family dynamics.

2. AsBud flees to Jordan, the focus shifts to the comfort found in food. The
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chapter 4 Summary: A Houseand aYard

In her evocative chapter, Diana Abu-Jaber paints avivid picture of the
contrasts between life in America and Jordan through the lens of her
family's experiences. Upon returning to Syracuse after ayear in Jordan, the
author reflects on theinitial disorientation she feels amidst the starkness and
guietude of American suburbia. The chapter is rich with sensory details that
highlight her nostalgia for the warmth and vibrancy of her life back in

Jordan, from the scent of local spices to the sounds of bustling courtyards.
1. Settling Back into Lifein America

The family's return to a split-level house lacking the communal aspects they
cherished in Jordan introduces an initial sense of loss. The setting,
characterized by its bland, suburban aesthetics and silence, starkly contrasts
the lively and aromatic atmosphere of their previous home. Still, they
discover alarge backyard that offers some freedom and play, albeit within

the confines of economically built homes.
2. Neighbor Interactionsand Culinary Connections
The neighborhood introduces a cast of characters, particularly Mrs.

Manarelli, a neighbor who bridges cultural gaps through food. Despite her
gruff exterior, she embodies the spirit of hospitality as she frequently brings
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over delicious, homemade dishes, creating a bond through culinary
exploration. This interaction showcases the blending of cultural
backgrounds, as she learns from Bud, the narrator’ s father, about the spices

from their heritage, helping them form a new familial community.

3. Childhood Friendships and Cultural Assimilation

Dianafinds solace in her friendship with Sally Holmes, exploring new
experiences marked by differencesin cultural practices. Simple childhood
games and festive activities observed with Sally further emphasize the
yearning and confusion Dianafeels toward the American way of life,
especialy in terms of unique foods and holiday practices. Their experiences
are intertwined with nostalgia for her past life, which continues to resonate

in her thoughts and actions.

4. Coping with Harsh Winters

As the seasons change, bringing snow and cold, Diana revisits her memories
from Jordan and grapples with feeling like an outsider. Her newfound
friends engage in typical winter activities, yet the nostalgia for her warmer
home permeates her feelings, leading to reflections about belonging. The
wintery chaos illustrates how Diana's childhood |eads her to a deeper

understanding of her identity, straddled between two cultures.
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5. Family Dynamics and Unspoken Pressures

The ever-present family dynamic in the home signifies moments of tension,
particularly when cultural expectations clash with her peer'sviews. Thisis
magnified through an incident involving backyard grilling, symbolizing the
clash of upbringing against the unspoken rules of suburban life. The fear of
being ostracized due to their cultural differences becomes afocal point,

revealing the intricate dance of adaptation.
6. Discomfort Leadsto Growth and Resilience

Diand's journey encapsulates the discomfort that can arise when traversing
different cultural worlds amidst growing pains. As she navigates her feelings
about dietary expectations and social acceptance, she begins to question her
own identity. The sentiments of belonging and the yearning for acceptance

become central as she confronts the realities of fitting in.
7. Culinary Symbolism as Connection

Food weaves throughout the narrative, serving as both a comfort and a
source of cultural pride. The chapter culminates in ajoyful moment

featuring Mrs. Manarelli’ s panna cotta, embodying how culinary experiences
can create community ties. This shared meal reflects a softening of

boundaries, illustrating the transformative power of food in bridging cultural
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divides and fostering relationships.

Dianad's experience encapsul ates the struggle of reconciling two worlds,
highlighting not only the challenges faced but also the beauty of cultural
exchange as her family finds its new rhythm in America. Her journey
presents a poignant exploration of identity, belonging, and the bonds that
form through shared experiences, revealing how even disparate traditions

may find common ground in warmth and connection.

More Free Book %‘\


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb

chapter 5 Summary: Madama Butterfly

In Chapter 5 of "The Language of Baklava' by Diana Abu-Jaber, the
intricate dynamics of familial relationships and cultural experiences are
explored through the narrative of ayoung girl and her grandmother, Gram.
Gram's complex feelings about men stem from her past, encompassing
disappointments from her father and failed marriages, as well as societal
changes. This chapter highlights her disdain for men and her deeply seated
sense of bitterness, yet simultaneously reveals her affectionate and nurturing

nature towards her granddaughters, suggesting aduality in her character.

1. Gram's Relationship with Men: A recurring theme is Gram's

vehement criticism of men, which shapes her interactions with life and
those around her. She feels betrayed and frustrated by the male figures of her
past who have caused her emotional turmoil, thus projecting this resentment
onto her culinary experiences. Despite her rigid views, Gram is also fiercely
loving and indulgent towards her granddaughters, providing clear moments

of warmth and humor throughout their time together.

2. Culinary Adventures Their shared momentsin the kitchen, as they
explore Betty Crocker recipes, Are both comic and serious. The contrast
between Gram’s desire for precision in cooking and her lack of success
reflects a deeper struggle for control and perfection in her life. The cooking

process becomes a vehicle through which personal aspirations and
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frustrations are expressed, juxtaposing her memories and her aspirations for

culinary mastery.

3. Cultural Confusion: A pivotal moment arrives when Gram and her
granddaughter express a desire to experience "Oriental food," invoking
excitement and curiosity. Their planned trip to visit the Imperial Palace
restaurant intertwines themes of cultural identity and difference. The
excitement about trying this unfamiliar cuisine also reveals the generational
gap and misunderstanding of cultural nuances between Gram and her

granddaughter.

4. A Culinary Encounter: At the restaurant, the elaborate setting

heightens the young girl’ s anticipation, only to be juxtaposed with the
reality of their oversimplified menu choices. Gram’s innocent oblivion to the
cultural significance of the dishes embodies a broader, humorous
commentary on cultural stereotypes and misunderstandings. The interaction
between Gram and Chen, the waiter, showcases the complexities of
cross-cultural communication, illustrating how appreciation for art and food

can transcend cultural boundaries, even if only for a moment.

5. The Opera Connection: The performance of "Madama Butterfly"
serves as a backdrop to their dinner experience, prompting Gram's
romanticized perceptions of the Orient and revealing her tendency to draw

generalized conclusions about cultures. This infatuation fosters anaive
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understanding of cultural identities, displaying the complexities that arise

when attempting to synthesize experiences from different worlds.

6. The Aftermath: The chapter encapsul ates themes of identity and
belonging through food, culture, and familial bonds. After their visit, the
significance of cultural representations and shared experiences shapes their
relationship. The narrative hints at both the learning experiences derived
from cultural exploration and the entrenchment of preconceived notions that
persist. The protagonist's eventual rejection of the Imperial Palace reflects an
evolving understanding and appreciation for "authentic" culinary

experiences, indicating her development throughout the chapter.

Thus, Chapter 5 provides arich tapestry of intergenerational bonds, cultural
exploration, and the contradictions inherent in relationships, balanced with a
sense of humor and poignancy. The complexities of food as a metaphor for
identity, longing, and difference are seamlessly woven throughout the
storyline, culminating in a depiction of how the act of eating together
transcends mere sustenance, serving as a bridge between various cultural

experiences.
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chapter 6: Mixed Grill in the Snow

In the chapter "Mixed Grill in the Snow" from * The Language of Baklava*
by Diana Abu-Jaber, the author depicts her family's New Y ear's Eve
celebration among the wintry backdrop of upstate New Y ork. The chapter
opens with the distinction between holiday traditions in her family:
Thanksgiving is theirs, while Christmas belongs to Uncle Hal and Auntie
Rachel's family. New Y ear's Eve remains shrouded in mystery, a holiday
devoid of festive characters, leaving the children to wonder what it truly
represents. The anticipation builds as the narrator’ s family isinvited to

Uncle Hal's house, sparking excitement among the children.

Riding through afierce blizzard, the family navigates treacherous
conditions, yet an enchanted feeling takes hold as they are enveloped in the
white landscape. Inside the warmth of Uncle Hal's home, the annual tradition
trots out, compelling family members to engage in festive preparations

despite the wintery chaos. Uncle Hal is seen grilling a sumptuous feast of
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chapter 8 Summary: Country Life

Bud’ s announcement of moving back to Jordan strikes a chord of unease
within the family, stirring emotions long held beneath the surface. After
years of lifein Syracuse, the prospect of returning to a homeland perceived
astheir ‘true country’ brings amix of excitement and apprehension. Bud’'s
frustration with American culture, evidenced by the transformations he sees
in his children as they adapt to their new environment, drives his desire to
return. Despite this seemingly impulsive decision, the truth is that Bud has
been nurturing this yearning for years, fantasizing about reconvening with

his roots and family in Jordan.

The narrator, now twelve, feels distinctly aware of the complexities of
identity and belonging. A surprise farewell party reveals her deep
connections and the bittersweet sensation of leaving friends behind. Each
moment spent with her peers underscores the painful contrast between her
life in America and the uncertain future in Jordan. The weight of nostalgia
for a culture she struggles to remember and the desire for ahome she has yet

to fully embrace stirs an inner conflict.

As plans materialize for the move, the narrator grapples with intense feelings
of sadness and detachment. Observing her family’s quiet acceptance of the
imminent change, she feelsincreasingly isolated, overwhelmed by the

prospect of reinventing herself in a place that seems both familiar and alien.

More Free Book %‘\


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb

The family’ stransition is marked by physical preparation, yet emotionaly, it

is heavy with resistance.

The tension reaches a breaking point when Bud returns from Jordan,
declaring they are no longer moving. The suddenness of this shift prompts
an emotional avalanche for the family. Relief washes over the narrator,
revealing the deeper complexities of home and identity. Freed from the
impending move, the family finds themselves in atemporary living situation
that offers glimpses of vibrancy and distraction, yet Bud's disappoi ntment

with Jordan lingers, altering his demeanor.

In the days that follow, a new life emerges marked by uncertainty as they
travel through neighborhoods in search of a home. Each drive reveals a stark
contrast between their past and present, amplifying the feelings of
dislocation within the narrator. The changing scenery reflects not only their
physical journey but also their internal struggle to find a place where they
truly belong.

Ultimately, they discover a new house in the country, deepening the sense of
isolation. The sheer vastness of the setting and the unfamiliarity presents a
new challenge as they reconcile their past experiences with their present
reality. The narrator watches her family navigate these changes with
trepidation, confronting her own fears about bel onging and the essence of

home.
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Asthey settle into the new routine, the children’ s connections with local
kids begin, although it comes with a strain—the lingering attachment to
Jordan coupled with the reality of their American life creates a poignant
sense of conflict. The stark juxtaposition of cultures reveals the complexities

of their identities, navigating the line between two worlds.

In amoment of calm, the narrator reflects on how these events have scul pted
not only her family’ s collective identity but her own personal journey.

Through the lens of food and family traditions, the narrative weaves together
the threads of heritage, belonging, and the process of finding one'shomein a

constantly shifting landscape.
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chapter 9 Summary: Runaway

At twelve years old, the narrator grapples with overwhelming boredom and
frustration stemming from her family's move to the countryside, away from
familiarity and friendship. She channels these emotions into storytelling,
creating atale about a girl who escapes her mundane existence and
unyielding father, reflecting her own struggles. In afit of defiance, she
declares her intent to run away, prompting her sisters, Monica and Suzy, to

join her in thisimpulsive adventure.

Asthey embark on their journey along the dusty road, the atmosphereis
charged with a sense of excitement and rebellion. The oppressive stillness of
the rural landscape contrasts starkly with the joy of acting out their desires
for autonomy. Unfortunately, the spell is broken when their father, Bud,
calls out from the car, enticing Monica with promises of her favorite
dinner—grape leaves. Faced with the allure of comfort over rebellion,
Monicareluctantly returnsto the car, leaving the narrator and Suzy to feel

the weight of their compromised protest.

Despite their resolve, the sisters commitment wavers as they walk, lost in
thoughts of returning home. The narrator begrudgingly acknowledges the
reality of their situation and watches as her sisters return to their father,

while she herself seeks refuge in the nearby woods—a sanctuary from the

pressures of family dynamics and expectations. In the trees, she creates a
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hiding space that allows her to momentarily escape the responsibilities thrust
upon her as the eldest sibling and the caregiver.

Bud's search for the narrator highlights the complex relationship she has
with him; his protective but demanding nature leaves her feeling both
suffocated and cared for. The moment she emerges from her forest hideaway
is pivotal. Although their conversations are fraught with tension, thereisa
nuanced understanding. The narrator reflects on her cravings for both
autonomy and connection, revealing the conflict between her longing for

freedom and her intrinsic tiesto family.

Asthey settle into their livesin the secluded setting, the narrator beginsto
appreciate the beauty of her surroundings through new eyes. Accompanied
by friends Jess and Ed, she learns to relish her experiencesin the
countryside, exploring the depths of nature and discovering joy in the
unknown. This group of children embraces a carefree spirit, often forgetting
their challenges in the confines of regulation and family obligations. Their
adventures culminate in an enthralling exploration of a hidden drainage pipe,
where they momentarily lose themselvesin the thrill of the dark and the

depths of childhood curiosity.
Amidst this ssimple yet significant adventure, the narrator experiences a

moment of liberation as she revels in the laughter shared with her friends. It

serves as areminder that while they may be bound by familial constraints,
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there is still space for imaginative pursuits and youthful wonder. The
presence of her grandmother calling them back to reality signifiesthe
tension that continues to exist between childhood freedom and the

responsibilities that await them at home.

Through food and shared experiences, the narrator's family creates a sense of
community, entwining their cultural heritage with their new life. Culinary
traditions become afocal point, bridging connections between family
members and providing solace amidst chaos. The chapter illustrates the
importance of these familial ties, offering both joy and areminder of the

constraints they can impose.

Ultimately, this chapter presents the narrator's journey of navigating the
bittersweet complexities of growing up, underscoring her emotional struggle
between independence and attachment. It portrays how moments of defiance
can coexist with profound affection for family, all within the dynamic
tapestry of childnhood exploration and the universal journey of
self-discovery.
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chapter 10: Stories, Stories

In the tapestry of family narratives woven by Bud, a dynamic storyteller
within a household of listeners, the richness of cultural heritage manifests
vividly through humor, personal history, and anecdotes that bridge
generations. Bud's storytelling begins with humorous tales featuring the
beloved character Jeha, whose misadventures reflect both wit and the
absurdity of life. For instance, when Jeha borrows a pot and returnsit with a
claimed offspring, the neighbor’ s incredulity leads to a comedic lesson on
belief and gullibility.

Embarking deeper into their familial lore, Bud recounts harrowing
experiences from his youth, describing escapades with his brothersin
Jordan. These talesreveal Bud's spirit and fondness for mischief,
culminating in introspections about love, identity, and the burdens and
legacies passed down. One of Bud'’s cherished stories involves his parents

courtship, set against a backdrop of historical displacement and social class

Install Bookey App to Unlock Full Text and
Audio

Free Trial with Bookey


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb

Read, Share, Empower

Finish Your Reading Challenge, Donate Books to African Children.

The Concept

BOO
iy 9’

This book donation activity is rolling out together with Books For Africa.
We release this project because we share the same belief as BFA: For many
children in Africa, the gift of books truly is a gift of hope.

The Rule

Earn 100 points Redeem a book Donate to Africa

Your learning not only brings knowledge but also allows you to earn points for
charitable causes! For every 100 points you earn, a book will be donated to Africa.

A
Free Trial with Bookey~



https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb

chapter 11 Summary: Immigrants Kids

In high school, the author reflects on the diversity of names among her
friends, underscoring the uniqueness of immigrant identities. Names like
Olga Basilovich and Mahaleani Lahiri stand out against a backdrop of
American classmates, who tend to adhere to societal standards around
dieting and appearance. The author contrasts her friends' vibrant
lunches—filled with flavors and aromas from their cultural
backgrounds—with the restrictive diets of their American peers. While the
latter subsist on minimal portions, her immigrant friends embrace the
richness of their culinary heritage, often filled with nostalgic memories of

home-cooked meals.

The narrative dives deeper into the complexities of immigrant life through
the experiences of her friends. For instance, Olga Basilovich'sfather, a
survivor of the concentration camps, embodies both resilience and fragility.
Y et, this vulnerability manifestsin troubling ways, including repeated
suicide attempts that leave alasting impact on both Olga and her close friend
Sonja. The author feels ablend of fascination and empathy as she learns
more about Mr. Basilovich's past and struggles, illustrating the weight of
history on personal identity.

Olga, despite her father's emotional turmoil, creates a contrasting

atmosphere of warmth and culinary exploration. When Mr. Basilovich
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unexpectedly prepares stuffed cabbages, known as golubtsi—an act filled
with significance—the girls withess a moment of connection through food.
The cooking scene becomes a metaphor for shared culture, as his description
of the dish evokes beauty and emotion, transforming it from mere

sustenance into a celebrated experience.

Tragedy strikes when Mr. Basilovich, in his battle with depression,
ultimately jumps from a hospital window, leaving behind silence and
sorrow. This act underscores the desperate yearning for relief that can stem
from profound grief. The author captures the shock of loss, combined with a
bittersweet understanding of cultural connections made through food, as she
reflects on the legacy of Mr. Basilovich by sharing afamily recipe for

cabbage rollsin his honor.

Throughout this chapter, the narrative weaves arich tapestry of immigrant
life marked by community, struggle, cultural identities, and the universal
language of food, offering poignant insights into the lives and experiences

that shape individuals and their relationships with one another.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embrace Y our Cultural Identity

Critical Interpretation: As you navigate through life, consider the rich
tapestry of your own cultural identity and the unique heritage that
shapes who you are. Like the author’ s friends, who celebrate their
roots through vibrant meals and diverse names, alow yourself to take
pride in your background and share it with others. Y our cultureis not
just astory; it isthe flavors, traditions, and memories that connect you
to alarger community. When you embrace your heritage, you invite
others to appreciate the beauty of diversity around them. Just as Mr.
Basilovich’ s cooking brought warmth and connection to those around
him, your own encounters with culture can foster understanding,

compassion, and friendship in aworld that often craves authenticity.
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chapter 12 Summary: Restaurant of Our Dreams

In an energizing atmosphere filled with hope, Bud is exuberant about the
prospect of opening arestaurant, a dream he haslong held. His infectious
enthusiasm captures the family's attention as he sings and shares his vision
for afamily-run eatery that combines Arabic and American cuisine. This
time, he believes he has found the perfect location being offered at a bargain
price due to the owner's divorce. Bud envisions athriving place where he
can channel his creativity and where his daughters will join him in bringing

joy to customers through their service.

However, family history's complexities lurk in the background, including
earlier attempts that ended in disappointment. Bud has tried multiple times
to secure arestaurant, facing an array of challenges and the skepticism of
friends and family. His optimism this time revolves around his
determination to blend cultures through food, an endeavor he feels could
bridge gaps and heal divides between East and West. The detailed planning
involves visiting the existing local Arabic restaurant, where Bud's curiosity
leads him to discover the flavors and atmospheres that define cultural dining

experiences.

Through ajoyful yet revealing "undercover" lunch at King David, Bud's
excitement intensifies. He bonds with a young waiter named Waleed,

discussing concepts of wisdom encapsulated in life and food. Bud's dream
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restaurant is envisioned as an inclusive space filled with the secrets of
culinary traditions, drawing on his own heritage to enhance the dining
experience. As planning progresses, the idea of a unique fusion menu
evolves, sparking imaginations of diverse cultura influences coming

together—everything from Arabic dishes to Italian inspirations.

Amidst the building excitement, Bud' s relentless optimism lights up family
dinners as they engage in discussions filled with possibility. He dreams of a
restaurant that serves more than just food—a place that brings people
together, bridging cultures through delicious, authentic meals. There'sa
vibrancy to Bud's energy, promising atransformative venture that could

reshape their lives.

After a series of negotiations, Bud's visions seem to be within reach, but
reality takes a harsh turn when news arrives that the restaurant he hoped to
buy has suddenly been reclaimed by its original owner, whose marital
reconciliation raises unexpected complications. The night the family
anticipates ajoyous celebration turns into one of confusion and despair as
hopes, once high, crash down like shattered glass. The parents return home
stripped of triumph, bringing with them the weight of disappointment and a
bittersweet lesson about the nature of dreamsin the challenging realm of

business and life.

The chapter closes on an evocative note, exploring the depths of loss and the
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fragility of ambition. Bud, grappling with the collapse of his aspirations, sits
in silence, embodying the struggle between the desire to hold onto dreams
and the painful acceptance of reality. The rich tapestry of the family'slifeis
woven with the complexities of identity, hope, and the universal quest for
belonging, leaving the reader to ponder the intricate relationships between

dreams, home, and the transformative power of food.
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chapter 13: The Language of Baklava

In "The Language of Baklava," Auntie Aya s arrival brings forth avivid
display of familial bonds and cultural traditions, as she disrupts the mundane
routine of the narrator's family with her unique practices and vibrant
personality. The chapter begins with Auntie Aya's choice to stay at a shabby
motel, occurring alongside the renewed energy among family members as
they emerge from her cupping treatments, one of her numerous traditional
medicinal practices. The process of cupping, which leaves red welts on the
skin, is both revered and met with disbelief, as the narrator’ s uncle, Bud,

recounts his experience with pride mingled with embarrassment.

Throughout the chapter, Auntie Aya's character shines through as awise
matriarch who taps into ancestral knowledge and natural remedies,
embodying the spirit of the Bedouin culture. Despite her modern family
members' attempts to navigate lifein America, such as Bud’s mix of

tradition and contemporary practices, they also cling to cultural rituals, like
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chapter 14 Summary: Bad American Girl

In the captivating chapter “Bad American Girl” from Diana Abu-Jaber's
"The Language of Baklava," the protagonist experiences the tumultuous
collision of cultural expectations and teenage desires when a boy named Ray
Jansen unexpectedly visits her home. This moment ultimately sparks achain
of events that exposes the tensions between her sheltered upbringing as a
“good Arab girl” and her longing for independence and connection to the

world outside.

The story beginsin the protagonist's personal sanctuary, a heavily adorned
bedroom, where she is deeply engrossed in her imaginative writing. Her
focusisinterrupted by the arrival of an unexpected guest, Ray, who standsin
stark contrast to the strict household rules that prohibit interactions with
boys. This moment is charged with nervous energy; her sisters anxiously
debate whether to et him in, showcasing the trepidation that arises from

thair father's rules.

Ray, abrave and charming figure from her Advanced Placement English
class, symbolizes the alure of freedom that clashes with her father'srigid
expectations. Despite his respectful demeanor and cheerful disposition, the
protagonist feels immense pressure as her father, Bud, quickly stepsin to
assert his authority the moment Ray enters their home. Bud' s stern lecture

about cultural propriety amplifies the protagonist's internal conflict and
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embarrassment, as he starkly differentiates between “good Arab girls’ and

"bad American girls."

Amidst Bud's impassioned tirade about traditional values and expectations
regarding marriage and proper conduct for daughters, the protagonist’s
desperation for autonomy grows. She finds herself torn between her
ingrained respect for her father's wishes and her burgeoning feelings for Ray.
The narrative vividly depicts her internal struggle, encapsulated by the
tension in her relationship with both her father and Ray, creating an

atmosphere charged with longing and resistance.

The confrontation escalates, illustrating the friction created by generational
and cultural gaps. Bud's vehement declamations about how girls should
behave come off as suffocating and unreasonable, pushing the protagonist to
a breaking point where her frustration and tears ultimately lead to a
momentary truce with her father. It becomes clear that amid the chaos and
strictness, she yearns for emotional validation and the freedom to explore

her feelings.

Asthe tension of the evening settles, Bud' s dismissive attitude fades into an
inexplicable moment of relief when the protagonist discovers that Ray,
through a quiet act of defiance, managed to enjoy the food prepared for him.
This subtly symbolizes her realization that there are covert ways to assert her

independence, even in a household dominated by rigid rules.
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In the aftermath, their connection becomes more pronounced as the
protagonist and Ray share secret exchanges at school, signifying a new depth
to her character—one who is willing to embrace risk and challenge her
father’ s authority. While the blooming relationship never fully materializes
into more than innocent hand-holding, it serves as a pivotal experience that
showcases her growth. Meanwhile, Bud, unaware of the ongoing

devel opments between the two, continues to regard Ray fondly, illustrating
how familial perceptions can sometimes blind adults to the reality of their

children's hearts.

Ultimately, this chapter captures a poignant moment in the protagonist's life,
examining the complex interplay of cultural identity, familial expectations,
and the innocent desire for connection in the throes of adolescence. It
highlights how moments of rebellion can form the foundation for

self-discovery, shaping one' s identity amidst contrasting worlds.
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chapter 15 Summary: Food and Art

In chapter 15 of "The Language of Baklava," Diana Abu-Jaber reflects on
the transformative power of literature and culinary art during her teenage
years. The chapter begins with a sudden change in her English class when
Mr. Sims, a substitute teacher with a passion for modern literature, assumes
the role of educator. He introduces Abu-Jaber and her classmatesto a
plethora of authors such as Sylvia Plath, James Joyce, and F. Scott
Fitzgerald, engaging them with atheatrical reading of T.S. Eliot's"The
Waste Land." This exposure to rich, complex textsignitesadesirein her to
blend the worlds of food and literature, inspiring her to host a literary salon

at home.

1. The Inspiration: Motivated by literary works, Abu-Jaber creates
hand-printed invitations for a gathering at her house featuring a“light
French Picnic.” Sheinvites her closest friends, hoping to foster an
atmosphere of creativity and dialogue about literature while trying to
navigate her feelings about first crushes, particularly towards Jay Franklin, a
boy in her English class.

2. An Impromptu Gathering: The meeting takes place in the backyard before
her parents arrive home, capturing a speculative tension as her sisters watch
from the kitchen. Everyone sits cross-legged on the grass, engrossed in

readings and music, particularly Jay’ s haunting melodies on his guitar,
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which induces a sense of longing and youthful desire within Abu-Jaber.

3. Culinary Adventures. The planned picnic showcases a culinary
improvisation as she struggles to create a proper French spread based on the
availability of local ingredients. Though her culinary efforts fall short of her
idealized vision, the gathering still fosters a sense of community and

connection among her peers.

4. Moments of Tension: As Abu-Jaber shares her original story with her
friends, she grapples with anxiety about her father, Bud, discovering their
gathering. Her friends also are on edge about the potential confrontation
with Bud, but they charge the atmosphere with resilience, showcasing their
immigrant backgrounds and the cultural nuances that separate them from

local customs.

5. Unexpected Connections: The chapter takes a significant turn when Bud
steps outside and unexpectedly bonds with Jay over food—specifically,
hummus and other Middle Eastern dishes. This pivotal scene blurs the lines
between families and cultures, showcasing the unifying power of food while
simultaneously complicating Abu-Jaber's feelings of rivalry over Jay's

attention.

6. A Lesson in Strategy: The narrative culminates in learning how to

navigate societal expectations, familial scrutiny, and budding romantic
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interests by exploring relationships within the context of cultural identity.
Inspired by her experience with Jay, Abu-Jaber later prepares to ask her
father for permission to attend the prom with Sam Ralston, leveraging her

newfound understanding of her father's values and expectations.

Overall, chapter 15 encapsulates the intertwined nature of food and creative
expression, the complications of adolescent love, and the intricate dynamics
of familial relationships. This chapter serves as a heartfelt exploration of
cultural identity, personal growth, and the art of connection through shared

experiences and tastes.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Unifying Power of Food and Literature

Critical Interpretation: Imagine opening your heart to friends over a
shared meal, where flavors intertwine with stories, creating a bridge
between cultures and experiences. Just as Diana Abu-Jaber discovers
the essence of connection through her literary salon, you too can
cultivate stronger bonds by blending culinary adventures with
creativity and conversation. This chapter inspires you to embrace the
notion that even simple gatherings—filled with heartfelt dishes and
shared narratives—hold the power to dissolve the barriers between
people. In every bite and in every dialogue, you nurture relationships
that deepen understanding and foster a sense of community, turning

ordinary moments into extraordinary memories.

More Free Book %‘\


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb

chapter 16: Candy and L ebeneh

In Chapter 16 of "The Language of Baklava," the protagonist navigates her
turbulent junior year of high school, which is marked by ayearning for
independence and an escape from the monotony of her current life.
Burdened by the dull routine of classes and alackluster social environment,
she dreams of college as the beginning of her true life. After some
negotiation with her family, she skips her senior year to attend the State
University of New Y ork in Oswego, where an unexpected job at the campus
Sweet Shoppe introduces her to the pulse of college life through the colorful

and chaotic world of candy and social interactions.

The Sweet Shoppe becomes a microcosm of the campus, populated with
regulars who seek comfort in sweets during early morning hours. The
protagonist bonds with co-workers and learns to navigate the pecuniary
divides between students from different backgrounds. Y et, while she savors

moments of employment and budding independence, she grapples with the
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chapter 17 Summary: A New World

After graduating from college, the narrator embarks on ajourney marked by
astring of menial jobs, such as waiting tables and cooking. These jobs serve
as a backdrop while she navigates her independence, attempting to escape
the confines of her childhood home by marrying a boy from her writing
class. However, this relationship feels more like a temporary solution than a
true partnership, asthe lingering ties to her upbringing make it difficult for
her to fully commit. Ultimately, she realizes that she cannot engagein a
marriage that reflects anything other than her desire for freedom and

authenticity.

The core element that remains with her throughout this tumultuous period is
her writing. Despite her fears of sharing her voice, especially with her
parents, she discovers the joy of publishing her poems during her senior year
in college. This experience is liberating, as she finds solace in the fact that
her father cannot fully access her work due to language barriers. Encouraged
by the small victories of publishing, she decides to pursue her passion for
writing further by attending graduate school. Immersing herself in literature,
she strives to learn the craft of storytelling, analyzing the styles of her

literary heroes.

Meanwhile, her family continues to provide subtle support. A memorable

incident occurs when her father, Bud, becomes lost on avacation in Hawaii,
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leading to a humorous yet chaotic search by the rest of the group. Upon her
mother’ s return, she gifts the narrator a beautiful lapis lazuli necklace,
celebrating her achievements and signaling her potential as awriter. This
moment intertwines the narrative of familial love with the protagonist's

aspirations, reinforcing her growth and self-identity.

Y ears later, when her first novel, "Arabian Jazz," is published, her parents
enthusiastically attend readings, displaying pride and joy at her
accomplishments. Bud's humorous declaration about his daughter's creativity
underscores the transformative journey that has taken place. As she steps
further into her role as awriter and educator, the protagonist begins to

reclaim her narrative, owning her story and identity.

The emotional evolution is mirrored in the metaphor of nurturing—a balance
of pride and confusion for Bud as he watches his daughter flourish in ways
he couldn't have expected. This complex relationship echoes through their
familial interactions, illustrating the bittersweet nature of growth and

independence.

As a closing note, the chapter presents atomato chicken mensaf recipe, a
variation on atraditional dish, connecting food with the rich tapestry of the
narrator's life—signifying cultural heritage, family gatherings, and shared
experiences. The intertwining of personal stories with food enriches the

narrative, emphasizing the importance of both elementsin the journey of
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self-discovery.

More Free Book %\


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb

chapter 18 Summary: The Best Cook in the Family

The journey of self-discovery and reconnection to cultural roots depicted in

Chapter 18 of "The Language of Baklava' by Diana Abu-Jaber unfolds
through the protagonist's long-awaited return to Jordan after two decades.
This chapter captures the author's exploration of her identity as she navigates
the complexities of being Arab-American while reconnecting with her

family, cuisine, and homeland.

1. Reconnection and Rejection: After years of navigating the challenges
of debt and work in America, the protagonist unexpectedly receives a
Fulbright fellowship to pursue a novel in Jordan. However, instead of
excitement, she feels a sense of apprehension about returning to a country
that feels foreign due to the passage of time. Her longing for connection
seems muted, as she grapples with afading familiarity with the land of her

heritage, leaving her uncertain about her identity and place in Jordan.

2. Immersive Encounter with Culture The protagonist’sflight to

Jordan isfilled with moments of cultural awakening as she observes fellow
passengers preparing for prayer and realizes her anticipated adventure is
about to begin. Upon landing, she is enveloped by Jordan's vibrant
atmosphere, yet she wrestles with feelings of not belonging. The sensory
overload of sounds and sightsin Amman brings her memoriesto lifeina

way her previous narratives could not, grounding her experience in the
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reality of her cultural background.

3. Family Dynamics and Culinary Tradition: Upon reuniting with her
Jordanian family, she is embraced by a cacophony of personalities and
traditions. The protagonist is bombarded with invitations from relatives
eager to celebrate through food, reflecting the importance of hospitality in
their culture. The meals serve as amedium of love and expression, revealing
the nuances of familial relationships and the cultural significance of sharing
meals.

4. Contrasting Family Characters and Food: The protagonist's family is

a colorful tapestry of unigque characters, particularly her uncles, who exhibit
arange of quirks and eccentricities. Among them is Bachelor-Uncle Omar,
whose culinary failures provide a humorous contrast to the otherwise
successful cooking prowess of other relatives. Food thus becomes a narrative
device, illustrating not only cultural warmth but also family rivalries and the

playful nature of their relationships.

5. Food as a Reflection of Cultural Values The mealsin Jordan reflect
the nation's socio-economic landscape, highlighting how food becomes a
symbol of identity and connectivity. It reveals the generational shiftin
perspectives regarding wealth, status, and survival, intertwining personal

anecdotes with broader themes of cultural preservation and change.
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6. Emerging Connections through Humanity: As the protagonist
immerses herself in these familia interactions, apprehensions start to fade,
replaced by laughter and community. Each meal becomes a space for
conversation, storytelling, and shaping connections, reinforcing the notion
that identity is not solely individual but also collective, deeply embedded in

cultural practices and family narratives.

7. Humor and Lightheartednessin Cultural Differences A visit with her
uncles, punctuated by playful banter and innuendos surrounding food,
highlights the vibrant, often humorous dynamics within the family. The
protagonist finds herself caught in the middle of their flirtatious antics,
showcasing how humor serves as a bridge between the compl exities of

cultural differences.

8. Struggle of Self-Actualization: Despite being immersed in rich
experiences, the writer's ambition to produce her novel dims as she becomes
enveloped by the vividness of her surroundings and family obligations. This
struggle emphasizes the internal conflict many face when balancing personal

goals, cultural identities, and familial expectations.

Through layers of culinary experiences and familial interactions, the chapter
captures a heartfelt blend of nostalgia, comedy, and depth. Diana Abu-Jaber
masterfully illustrates that reconnecting with one’' s rootsis not simply about

physical return but rather an emotional journey towards understanding
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personal identity within the broader tapestry of culture and family.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embracing Cultural Roots Through Family and Food
Critical Interpretation: Imagine stepping off a plane into aworld
steeped in the scents and sounds of your heritage, where every meal
shared with family holds the power to bridge gaps of time and
distance. In the heart of Chapter 18, Diana Abu-Jaber illustrates that
our cultural roots are not just relics of the past but vibrant threads
weaving the fabric of our identity. Asyou immerse yourself in
laughter, cuisine, and stories passed down through generations, you
realize that the act of sharing ameal transcends mere nourishment; it
IS an invitation to reconnect with your essence. This chapter inspires
you to celebrate and embrace your own cultural background,
reminding you that understanding who you are is a journey enriched
by the connections you cultivate with family and the traditions you
honor. In doing so, you not only nourish your spirit but also stitch
together the diverse pieces of your life into atapestry of belonging and

love.
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chapter 19: House of Crying

In avivid depiction of wealth and emotional detachment, the narrative
introduces Great-Uncle Jimmy, a flamboyantly wealthy character whose
opulent home stands in stark contrast to the sorrow hidden within itswalls.
With marbled steps and a menagerie of vibrant birds, his residence exudes
excess, yet the atmosphere feelsinsidiously cold. The protagonist's father,
Bud, cautions against visiting Jimmy, hinting at afamily feud stemming
from Jmmy's character that leaves Bud feeling unsettled. Despite the
ominous warnings, the protagonist and her friend, Audrey, find themselves
at Uncle Jmmy's home for dinner, where the foreboding tone of the evening

guickly becomes evident.

Upon their arrival, the couple is greeted by the couple's hired help, Roni, an
elderly Egyptian servant whose existence highlights the imbalanced power
dynamics and emotional neglect of his employers. The lavish dining room,

adorned with expensive decor, falls short as it becomes apparent that the

Install Bookey App to Unlock Full Text and
Audio

Free Trial with Bookey


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb

People fave bpag [=F?
N Crazy

=t
o ALRTA Y a&\\_{_
\“:.:-\-:m L O QAN

)
We
ok

Oe

Why Bookey is must have App
for Book Lovers

30min Content

@ The deeper and clearer interpretation we provide, the better
grasp of each title you have.

E Text and Audio format

Absorb knowledge even in fragmented time.

—v Quiz
Check whether you have mastered what you just learned.

A® And more
oo Multiple Voices & fonts, Mind Map, Quotes, IdeaClips...

\ L
Free Trial with Bookey~



https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb

chapter 20 Summary: Onceupon a Time

In Chapter 20 of "The Language of Baklava' by Diana Abu-Jaber, we find
the protagonist navigating complex familial relationships and personal
identity amidst the lively backdrop of Jordan. The chapter opens with avivid
taxi ride from the airport, illuminated by the contrast of the sweltering heat
and the lively Jordanian rap music. The protagonist is accompanied by her
American father, Bud, and her friend, Phineas, both of whom exhibit

contrasting cultural behaviors and perspectives during their visit.

Asthey arrive at Uncle Danny's home, the warmth of familial bondsis
showcased through the exuberant greetings from the extended family. Bud's
return is met with tears and laughter, as his brothers reminisce about their
shared past while playfully teasing Bud about aging and American life.
Tensions are hinted at, particularly surrounding the enigmatic presence of
the protagonist's mother, who is at once revered and scrutinized for her

influence on Bud'slife.

The chapter artfully juxtaposes the stories of Bud's journey through the lens
of nostalgia, familial expectation, and a search for identity within a culture
that celebrates community and tradition. Bud's interactions with his brothers
and the extended family bring to light the dynamics of masculinity, aging,
and the ties of kinship, while Phineas introduces an element of modernity

and outsider perspective.
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Asthey settle in for ameal, the playful exchanges reveal cultural
misunderstandings. Phineas, for instance, struggles with the traditional
expectations surrounding food, particularly his vegetarianism, which elicits a
mix of confusion and concern from the family. Bud attempts to defend him
while simultaneously asserting the love and acceptance that characterize

their dynamic.

The chapter is replete with sensory details, particularly descriptions of the
aromatic foods being served, as the family gathering embodies arich
culinary heritage. Dishes like hummus, grilled meats, and bread are not just
sustenance but symbols of the family's connection and cultural identity.
There's a poignant moment when the humor and warmth of family
culminate in the endearing nickname “Fattoush” being adopted for Phineas,

solidifying his place in this vibrant gathering.

The exploration of identity is further degpened through the shared
experiences and generational differences evident in conversations among
family members. Asthey reflect on their lives, Bud's struggle with his past
and hislonging for a degper connection to his Jordanian roots clash with the

realities of his American existence, leading to a sense of alienation.

The chapter concludes with Bud's newfound enthusiasm for arestaurant to

be opened in Jordan, illuminating his desire to reclaim his sense of
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bel onging while showcasing the complexities of Jordanian-American
identity. This exploration of familial love and cultural dissonance resonates
throughout the narrative, providing arich tapestry of emotions—nostalgia,
joy, bewilderment, and longing—reflecting the complexities of home and

identity in aglobalized world.

In summary, Chapter 20 of [1] takes the reader on ajourney through
familial bonds and cultural dynamics, presenting a microcosm of identity
that is rooted in nostalgia, while ssmultaneoudly illustrating the ongoing

negotiation of personal and cultural truth amidst varying traditions.
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Best Quotes from The Language Of Baklava by Diana
Abu-Jaber with Page Numbers

chapter 1| Quotesfrom pages 12-23

1. We are Arab at home and American in the streets.

2. Eat it now, it’s good right this second.

3. The streets are where Bud speaks English in aloud voice, swaggers, wears
hard-soled shoes.

4.1 learn early: We are Arab at home and American in the streets.

5. They’ll be hungry because everyone who ‘comesover' is hungry: for home, for
family, for the old smells and touches and tastes.

6. | realize I’m not quite done with him yet.

7. What is it with these sensitive, crazy men?

8. In our family, we assume that everyoneis simply dying to come here.

9. Itisthefirst time I’ ve seen him smile.

10. Sometimes.. . . some men—they get alittle funny.

chapter 2| Quotes from pages 23-29

1. Heistired, but he'sfull of the immigrant’ s hopefulness and determination, ready to
take any job.

2. Bud misses the old country so much, it’slike an ache in his blood.

3. | was born into this snowy Syracuse world. | have no inkling of what other worlds

arelike.
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4. Mélt the butter in afrying pan and sauté the garlic and onions until they are golder
5. But in the plus category, | have afriend named Francis, a soft-voiced boy

with telescopic glasses, whom | boss around the school yard.

6. | realize that I’'m what my uncle Hal calls a'fancy idiot.'

7. The cefeteriais also my first exposure to truly awful food: Its rotting,

industrial stink permeates the room.

8. It turns out we are now best friends.

9. Yes, they'reright, | think.

10. She craves food from the Holy Land!

chapter 3| Quotes from pages 30-54

1. "My mother’s quiet presence is subtle yet familiar to me as atexture of air, like the
fullness that lifts aroom when the windows open after along winter."

2. " She does not struggle and grapple with the world; unlike Bud, sheis at ease.”

3. "It seems we spend whol e afternoons in this way, talking and swimming through our
private thoughts."

4. "They sit together on low cushionsin the courtyard and tease me about my pale skin,
kiss my head and cheeks, and read my coffee grounds."

5. "But | discover that it’s challenging and absorbing to gnaw on the hard little
unmarinated yogurt rocks."

6. "It’s hard to make out her expression under the cherry lights. She appears to be
thinking about it, staring out to where Bud is still drifting around, piping and tootling
like a tugboat."

7."l touch the liquid sand as well. It turns from beige to amber. It isthat ssimple. Just
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lovely."

8. "The men all take turns carefully feeding the little foreign girls; our skin
pale and shiny as soap, our eyes round as coins."

9. "I could tell right away that heisthe one | like best of al: He is about my
age, small and thin and dark with close-cropped hair, soft, myopic eyes, and
full, round, almost feminine lips."

10. "And part of meisglad hewon't tell. | have the feeling that perhaps

even heisn’t sure of what the question isyet."
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chapter 4 | Quotes from pages 55-64

1. A House and a YardAmericais acold breeze that snaps us awake.

2. When | wake in a hotel bed on the first morning back in America, I’ m dazed by a
blankness around me.

3. There is something mothlike about the houses in this new neighborhood—in the
morning they look half-dissolved.

4. But once shetriesit, spooning it right out of the pan, she nods with her spoon in the
air and says, '‘Okay, yeah, | see your point.'

5. Sally has a pert turned-up nose and pink freckles and ringlets of ribbon red hair.

6. When | first behold this tree, my heart speeds up and little jittery bursts pulse under
my skin.

7.1 don't likeit, | think, because I’ ve somehow forgotten it. | must remember.

8. | keep gliding through the expanding dark.

9. How can | stop now?

10. We arelost in the food, in the smell of grilling, and in the spring when thereisa

powdery sort of sensation sprinkling down the back of my neck.

chapter 5| Quotes from pages 65-78

1. "Listen to me—I know."

2."Men aretrouble."

3. "She indulges her grandchildren like a maniac.”
4."1t'shightime."

5. "She wears the big raccoon coat, and we two very classy ladies wait on the curb in
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front of her building for the bus."

6. "The busisthe world!"

7. "Always as a boy, | loved the opera.”

8. "Only the sorts of people who've really known suffering really appreciate
the opera.”

9. "From suffering come the greatest art."

10. "You will travel far and meet mysterious strangers."

chapter 6 | Quotes from pages 79-87

1. "But why would anyone make such a choice?"

2. "When | hear this announcement, | run around the house three times without
stopping, electrified with excitement."

3. "Let the snow take you into its breathing body, feel the subtle, fish-soft slips and
dlides of the car in motion."

4. "1t feelslike the true center of gravity of the universe."

5. "This chicken leg contains the wonders of the world and the seven heavens. Someday
| will write a poem about this chicken leg."

6. "The world seems exciting and strange tonight, the well-deep blackness in the
window full of tracery."

7. "The lingering scent and smoke of the grill fixes the moment inside of me."

8. "She saysthat dinner isamoral imperative and dessert isits own reward.”

9. "The night expands and the kitchen ceiling lifts and the taste of the knaffealingersin
memory like amusical phrase."

10. "Beyond the windows above the bed, the American night glows with the cold, with
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the shininess of time and its passage.”
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chapter 8| Quotes from pages 94-99

1. "Sometimes he'll turn angry and frustrated if anyone questions his big Jordan plans;
it's easy to bruise hisdignity."

2. "But something is different thistime."

3. "I’velost my sense of Jordan. If we move back there, | don’t know what I'll be any
longer."

4. "My shoulders slump, heavy and sullen with al the things I’ m not allowed to say."
5."1 can’'t stand the taste of food, everything catchesin my throat, my skin istoo
sensitive, and my clothes scratch."

6. "A better girl would have embraced the Saturday morning Arabic lessonsin the old
church basement downtown."

7. "What' s more, the apartment complex has a grand blue slab of pool that we spend the
pallid upstate summer in."

8. "How will | ever take care of all these people?’

9. "The countryside feels vast and fabulous, depressing, inspiring, and inescapable:
utterly isolated.”

10. "Their faces are raw with dirt, and their bikes make screeching noises with every

pedal push.”

chapter 9| Quotes from pages 100-105

1. "I’ve had it with this place, I'm done—I quit!"
2. "It feelsabit like aholiday aswell."

3. "You're not the boss of me."
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4."| can’'t kegp going, but | won’'t givein, either."

5."1 know, but | just can’t help it."

6. "I'll find you—that’sit."

7."WEe€'ll never leave this place again."

8. "I"'mtired of being dragged from house to house and being told who to be,
what to feel, how to behave."

9. "We are alone, without names, just our skin and loud breath."

10. "There is nowhere else to go."

chapter 10 | Quotes from pages 106-110

"YaBa, history isafunny thing. It's afunny, funny thing. And so islove."

"I rather to think that she did. | rather to believe in a happy kind of an ending."
"But at least they got married. The end.”

"What sort of idiot believes that pots can give birth!"

"It was important work. We kept the king' srice clean!"

"Maybel likedit. | don’t know."

N o o &~ W DN P

"Because you might accidentally kill myself. He used to knock on my head—" Bud
makes a rapping gesture at histemple. 'He' d say, ‘What’ sin there? Rocks!""

8. "I wanted to be the one who made the mjeddrah."

9. "Clean the lentils carefully, and everyone will love you."

10. "I think he must be king of Australia by now."
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chapter 11 | Quotesfrom pages 111-115

1. Wetake as many classes as possible together, and | can still recall the teachers
despair.

2. Our lunch bags open and the scent of garlic, fried onions, and tomato sauce rolls out.
3. | become famous for my lunch bags full of garlic-roasted lamb and stuffed grape
leaves.

4. Most of us have parents from countries where a certain lushnessis considered
aluring in awoman.

5. He escaped the camps and crossed Europe on foot, enduring dramatic perils.

6. Maybe he's haunted.

7. His smileis benign and uncomplicated.

8. Each of my friends has parents who grew up speaking different languages from our
own.

9. The skin of your father’s cooked cabbage is like a flower.

10. | have lost myself in studying the ghostly patterns and nurturing a mild sadness

under my ribs.

chapter 12 | Quotesfrom pages 117-122

1. "I will bein back, creating! Y ou and your sisters will be out front, taking the orders
and making the customers happy and laughing."

2. "It s going to be running together like this—" He interlaces hisfingers. "A perfect
running-together machine!"

3. "Inthisworld, there is always more room," Waleed says. "Thanks be to God."
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4."Y ou see Americathe beautiful. It'sright here. And it’ s telling you: Come here, of
arestaurant, be who you are."

5. "l used to be crazy—~back in the days when | wanted to go back to Jordan.
| was like a baby who only wants to be with his mother. But now!"

6. "Only here in America can such athing as this happen."

7. "This golden place, no mere restaurant, will be a Shangri-lathat finally
heal s the old wound between East and West."

8. "It will be full of secrets like this."

9. "Do you know what it’s saying to us?' No, what, Dad?"It's saying, ‘| am
more delicious than anything. People will come from everywhere to taste
me. | am the queen of all!’"

10. "Y ou have to bail it good first and then you fry it! And sometimes you

reverse it. How many people you think know about that?"

chapter 13| Quotesfrom pages 124-133

1. “But how do you feel about baklava?’

2. “For when you need to calm down and figure things out.”

3. “Thefirst intimation | have heard of another way through life.”

4. “What do you want—a baby or a cake? The answer will cometo you like bells
ringing.”

5. “Never let anyone tell you what to say or feel or think. No exceptions.”

6. “We clean the butter to remind ourselves of the way our lives should be—light,
delicate, and pure.”

7. “Food is not sweetness and families and little flying hearts.”
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8. “Eating isaform of listening.”
9. “How about peace in the Middle East?’
10. “ The woman who made the baklava has something to say to you!”
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chapter 14 | Quotes from pages 134-140

1. A boy liked me! My father chased him away!

2. 1 can't believe any of this has happened. | am not prepared to accept that life can be
SO unfair.

3. I've heard Bud' s speech many times before, but listening to it in the clear, public
presence of a stranger makes it excruciating.

4. | don’'t know athing about Ray Jansen, but suddenly he seems like the only thing in
my life that has ever really mattered at all.

5. There are all sorts of things that can be done that don’t require anyone’ s permission.
6. My mouth is open, my indignation shimmers.

7.1 can’'t hold onto my anger as| tire. It seeps out of me in wisps.

8. He can't even see me.

9. | know then that there are all sorts of things that can be done that don’t require
anyone’ s permission.

10. | marvel at how natural it feelsto link hands with this boy, a stranger.

chapter 15 | Quotes from pages 140-146

1. "What seemed parental and dully natural to me now becomes charged with
possibility."

2. "1"ve grown up within the curve of dinner parties; the years of inviting and cooking
vibrate behind the pages as | read.”

3."I want to bein love, to be set loose in amystery.”

4. "Over and over again, | just let go."
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5. "What choice do | have? Everything presses down on me—the walls are too close,
our house is too crowded."

6. "1 notice Mahaleani eyeing the back door, Olga and Sonja twisting their

hair, nipping at their nails."

7. "Then Jay Franklin delicately steers his hair behind one ear with afinger

and says, 'Dianatold us you make your own hummus."

8. "I realize, with some regret, that | can never have anything to do with Jay
Franklin again."

9. "You just have to ask the right question in the right way."

10. "Finaly he nods, first to himself, then to the world, and says, 'Okay, why

not?"

chapter 16 | Quotes from pages 147-157

1. High schooal is sucking the air out of me.

2. I’ve become convinced that college is where my life will begin.

3. | settleinto one of thetall chairs on rolling casters behind the counter.

4. 1f we like someone, we dribble in extra.

5. The metal grating rumbles up with a crash, and the first wave of Sweet Shoppe
aroma makes my stomach trip.

6. | discover that my co-workers consider nibbling from the jars away to supplement
their food budget.

7. 1 try to convince a number of my dormmates to attend Jewish Foods Week with me.
8. Thetasteis clear and direct as emotion, glowing inside me, keenly edged with

longing.
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9. The night belongs to me alone. It is a creature of my own invention—a new,
seductive country.

10. The nausea has stopped as mysterioudly asit started.
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chapter 17 | Quotes from pages 158-159

1. | learned that no one can stop me or make me tell the story any differently from the
precise, exact, ruthlessway | want to tell it.

2. | remember the pure, physical pleasure of seeing my voice caught and pressed into
print for the first time.

3. | know that she istelling me—as she has in her subtle ways over the years—that |
snall be awriter.

4. Each event is one piece in the path of claiming myself.

5. As| begin to teach and publish, | begin to own alittle more of my own story.

6. The necklaceis like adash of light, by far the nicest thing in the whole apartment.
7. | feel anointed, recognized in the degpest possible way.

8. Thisis not the way he would tell the story! And maybe thereis alittle sadness there
as well—the sadness that comes from watching something new grow out of your hands.
9. | did enjoy eating lunch with the boy.

10. But I can’t be married with much success, it seems, because during my twenties so

much of me still belongs to my parents.

chapter 18 | Quotes from pages 161-170

1. "I have published a novel, but my life doesn’'t exactly crack open, the angels don’t
pour down."

2. "My sense of connection to Jordan has been winnowed down by time, my memory of
the place gone soft and silvery as a piece of driftwood."

3. "Sometimes it’ stoo intimidating to look at things directly, to think, Now for the first
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timel will goto livein Jordan, | will chooseit freely, and | will seeif this place has
anything at all to do with me."

4."| try to breathe deeply."

5. "There' s pitch-blackness as we roar down the runway, and when we lift
off, | fedl invisible, lighter than the unlit air, rising into the night, a
transparent blackness."

6. "My mother is the voice of sanity in our family—for which | love her
beyond all reckoning."

7. "My family isfull of snappy dressers, big dreamers, holy fools, drug
addicts, riot starters, layabouts, poets, con men, gurus, murderers, gamblers,
diplomats, tyrants, professors, vicious gossips, magicians, toughs, snobs,
petty thieves, big crooks, rich guys, mesmerists, gigolos, and fancy idiots."
8. "Hospitality to the Jordanians is more than avirtue; it' s a sacrament and
exaltation."

9. "I come back to my rented apartment after each of these events angry with
myself for losing another day and vowing to get more work done
tomorrow."

10. "It isarisk to compliment anyone here on anything—their shirt, for

example—as they’ re apt to push it on you in the middle of a dinner party."

chapter 19 | Quotesfrom pages 171-178

1. Hisweadlth islike a golden drapery tossed over everything.
2. There is something wrong in that house.

3. What isit? | pressthe receiver against my head so hard that my ear hurts.
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4. We know you Americans like your treats!

5. A single tomato cut into quarters, a sliced cucumber, a minute plate of
coarse salt.

6. Where JJmmy is puffed up, Roni is hollowed out; where immy is glacial
and cold-blooded, Roni is parched and birdlike.

7. Something from an Edgar Allan Poe story or from the next world
altogether.

8. The screams get louder, they raise their voices.

9. The most gratifying part of the meal.

10. | hope forever, this house of crying.
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chapter 20 | Quotes from pages 179-220

1. "Thereisafeeling of expectation, the urgency of rain-slicked city nights astraffic
picks up and someone is going somewhere al the time."

2. "Sometimes there's no escaping Western capitalism; it just flits ephemerally from
topic to topic."

3. "It would seem that Bud isfinaly in place. His history spirals directly from thiswind
and desert, where distances dip into pools of shadow."

4. "Perhaps | inherited thistrait from Bud. My mother knows that we are inescapably
responsible for our lives and are the masters of our own futures."

5. "With Mom, what you see is what you get, plain and simple.”

6. "He' s not eating—this Phin-Phan—What do you mean he doesn’t like the food?"

7. "But Bud isin an undentable good mood. He is the happiest I’ ve seen him in years."
8. "The moon comes up, emanating a halo of light, and all the grandchildren fall asleep
draped over their mothers' laps.”

9. "How can | give up such surety? It’sthe only thing | know anymore; it is the house
I’velived in for so long."

10. "l am areluctant Bedouin—I missand | long for every place, every country, | have
ever lived—and frequently even the places my friends and my family have lived and

talked about."



The Language Of Baklava Discussion Questions

chapter 1| Raising an Arab Father in America| Q& A

What isthe significance of the television studio scenein the chapter ?
Thetelevision studio sceneis pivotal asit illustrates the narrator's early experiences
with cultural identity and her father's immigrant perspective. It serves to highlight the
contrasts between American culture and her Arab heritage. The lively environment of
the studio, filled with exuberant children and a comedic host, contrasts with the
narrator'sinitial uncertainty about her surroundings, reflecting her dual identity. This
moment also symbolizes her father's naivety and innocence as he grapples with fitting
into American society, shown through his interactions and struggles with unfamiliar

cultural norms.

How does the author depict the relationship between Diana and her father, Bud?
The relationship between Diana and her father, Bud, is portrayed as warm, loving, and
full of humor. Bud, affectionately referred to as 'Bud' despite his real name being
Ghassan Saleh Abu-Jaber, embodies the immigrant's innocence and quirkiness. He
teaches Diana practical skillsin the kitchen while also nurturing her through
affectionate gestures, such as carrying her like a'sack of potatoes.' Their interactions are
filled with playful banter, and Bud' s enthusiasm for cooking and sharing food isa

bonding experience for the family, creating a sense of cultural identity through food.
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How does the author use food to explore themes of identity and belonging?
Food is central to the narrative and represents both cultural heritage and
family bonding. The various dishes Bud prepares—Ilike shish kabaob, stuffed
grape leaves, and kibbeh—symbolize their Arab identity, while their
preparation and consumption reinforce family ties and community. Diana's
experiences in the kitchen allow her to connect with her L ebanese roots and
reflect on her place within American society. The act of sharing meals with
extended family at picnics illustrates the blending of cultures, as family
gatherings often incorporate both American traditions and Arab customs,

echoing the theme of dual identity.

What do we learn about Sami and his character from Diana's

per spective?

Sami's character provides insight into the struggles of adapting to a new
culture and the complex emotions surrounding immigration. Described as
sensitive, willowy, and dlightly aloof, he represents a contrast to Diana's
lively and comedic upbringing. His reluctance to engage in the festivitiesis
indicative of his discomfort and potential strugglesin America. Through
Diana' s interactions with him, such as her attempt to share food, we see her
innocence and desire to connect, while his hesitance offers a deeper
commentary on the challenges faced by immigrants adjusting to lifein a

foreign land.
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How does the narrative illustrate the generational divide within the
immigrant family?

The narrative subtly highlights the generational divide by contrasting the
experiences and perspectives of Diana, as a child of immigrants, with those
of her father, Bud, and other adult relatives. Bud, with his old-world charm
and humorous misunderstandings of American culture, embodies the
immigrant’ s naivety and hope, while Diana navigates her identity in a
bicultural environment. The older generation’s struggles with cultural
adjustment, seen through their interactions and language barriers, are
juxtaposed with Diana's quest for belonging and understanding in a society
that sometimes feels foreign, illustrating the complexities of immigrant

experiences across generations,

chapter 2| Hot Lunch | Q& A

What insight does the chapter provideinto thefather'slifeasan immigrant?

The chapter depictsthe father's life as a hardworking immigrant who juggles multiple
jobsto provide for his family, highlighting his tireless determination and hopeful ness
despite his fatigue. His late-night returns with fast food accentuate the struggles he
faces while also illustrating the cultural gap experienced by his daughter, who does not
fully comprehend his nostalgiafor the old country and the emotional connections he

mai ntains through cooking.
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How does the narrator express her experiences of cultural dislocation and
identity?

The narrator grapples with her identity as achild of immigrantsin a
predominantly different cultural setting. She feels a strong sense of
dislocation when she reflects on her father's nostalgia for Jordan, which
contrasts sharply with her lived experience in snowy Syracuse. Her clothing,
food experiences, and interactions at her Catholic school compound this
feeling as she navigates aworld of strict nuns and bland cafeteria food that

contrasts with the flavors of her homellife.

What role does Sister John play in the narrator's school life, and how
doesthisrelationship evolve?

Sister John initially serves as an authoritative figure but quickly becomes a
pivotal character in the narrator's school experience. Their bond grows out of
shared cultural references, particularly the narrator's Jordanian heritage.
Sister John's fondness for the narrator and her appreciation for the food from
the narrator’ s home fosters a special connection. However, the relationship
becomes complicated as Sister John fiercely defends the narrator in a
moment of crisis, leading the narrator to feel both privileged and
apprehensive about the growing attention.

How doesthe chapter depict the school environment, particularly in

terms of the narrator'sinteractions with peersand authority figures?
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The chapter paints a vivid image of the school environment, marked by strict
nuns and a cold, unwelcoming cafeteria atmosphere filled with unappetizing
food. The narrator feels out of place among her peers, contrasting her
cultural background with that of the ‘charming, docile girls’ in her class. Her
interactions are often comical or chaotic, showcasing her awkwardnessin
navigating relationships with both classmates and authority figures. The
nuns, particularly Sister John, serve as both sources of discipline and

unexpected companionship, further complicating her schoal life.

What themes emer ge from the food experiences described in the chapter,
particularly in relation to family and culture?

Food serves as a significant theme that encapsulates family heritage,

comfort, and cultural identity. The narrator's father uses food to connect with
his roots, cooking meals that evoke memories of his homeland. In contrast,
the cafeteriafood is portrayed as a bleak representation of schooal life,

lacking warmth and personal connection. The juxtaposition of therich,
flavorful meals from her home with the bland cafeteria offerings highlights
the immigrant experience and the longing for cultural familiarity amidst
assimilation.

chapter 3 | Native Foods | Q& A

How doesthe author describetherelationship between the narrator's mother and
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Bud?

The relationship between the narrator's mother and Bud is characterized by a
stark contrast in their personalities. The mother is depicted as calm,
collected, and nurturing, described as having a 'soft, pretty face' and an ‘air
of tragic beauty.' This calmness contrasts with Bud's more chaotic and
exuberant nature; he is described as 'hot and worked up,' always talking and
knowing where he came from, unlike the mother who is uncertain of her
roots. The mother seems to have an underlying worry influenced by her
marriage to Bud, yet she remains tender and reassuring to her children,

showcasing her resilience in the face of uncertainty.

What changes do the narrator and her family undergo after moving to
Jordan?

After moving to Jordan, the narrator and her family undergo significant
cultural and social changes. They transition from alifein America
characterized by a structured suburban environment to a more chaotic and
vibrant life in Jordan, where social interactions and friendships are
immediate and intense. The narrator learns to speak Arabic fully, signaling
her adaptation to the local culture. The family dynamic shifts as Bud
struggles to find work and establishes a sense of uncertainty in their new
life, while the mother's cooking transforms from American-style meals to
local Jordanian foods. The narrator also experiences a nostalgiafor

American food, such as pancakes and hamburgers, while gradually
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embracing local delicacies.

What role do food and cooking play in the narrator's experiencesin
Jordan?

Food and cooking serve as key elementsin the narrator's experiencesin
Jordan, acting as both a bridge to her past and a marker of her new identity.
The narrator's mother attempts to recreate American foods, like pancakes,
which evoke a sense of comfort and nostalgia for the narrator. However,
these dishes do not taste the same in Jordan, leading to a sense of longing for
home. The shared meals with neighbors highlight a sense of community and
cultural exchange, as the narrator learns to appreciate the significance of
local cuisine, such asjameed and mensaf, within the Bedouin culture,
Through food, the narrator navigates her new identity, balances her

American upbringing, and forms connections with her Jordanian peers.

Can you explain the significance of the narrator's friendshipswith
neighborhood children like Hisham and Bennett?

Friendships with Hisham and Bennett exemplify the narrator's internal
conflict and cultural assimilation process. Hisham represents a genuine
connection to her newfound life in Jordan; their mutual understanding and
playful interactions bridge the language barrier, helping the narrator ease
into her new environment. This friendship embodies innocence, freedom,

and the joys of childhood in aforeign land. Conversely, Bennett symbolizes
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the remnants of her American identity and the complexities of cultural
differences. His disdain for 'native food' and insistence on social divisions
highlight the struggles within the narrator as she reconciles her diverse
backgrounds and influences. Together, these friendships illuminate the

narrator's quest for belonging and understanding in an unfamiliar world.

What themes are explored in Chapter 3 of " The Language of Baklava" ?
Chapter 3 explores several themes, including cultural identity and belonging,
the challenges of immigration, family dynamics, and the significance of food
in shaping relationships and memories. The contrast between American and
Jordanian lifestyles underscores the narrator's struggles with her dual
identity. The theme of childhood innocence is highlighted through her
experiences with new friends and the exploration of her environment.
Additionally, the chapter examines the roles of parental figures, and their
differing perspectives and coping mechanisms as they navigate the

challenges of adapting to a new culture.
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chapter 4| A HouseandaYard | Q& A

What are the main contraststhat the author describes between her lifein Jordan
and in Syracuse upon returning to America?

The author highlights several contrasts between her lifein Jordan and in Syracuse,
including the physical environment, social interactions, and sensory experiences. In
Jordan, she describes alush landscape filled with vibrant scents of mint, olive, and
jasmine, as well as communal living with familiar social connections. In contrast, upon
returning to Syracuse, she feels disoriented by the silence of her new home,
characterized by sleek walls and a cold atmosphere devoid of familiar smells. She notes
the absence of community, as her new neighborhood features houses spaced apart with
seemingly aloof neighbors, which contrasts sharply with the bustling, integrated

lifestyle she experienced in Jordan.

Who isMrs. Manarelli, and what role does she play in the narrator'slife?

Mrs. Manardlli is akey neighbor who embodies the warmth of culinary community and
cultural exchange in the narrator's life. She is depicted as nurturing and generous, often
bringing food to the narrator's family, such as pasta and roasted chicken. Her
personality contrasts with the more reserved nature of other neighbors, and her vibrant
presence provides the narrator with a sense of connection to her new environment. Mrs.
Manarelli becomes a central figure in the narrator's adjustment to life in America,

culminating in moments of comedic interaction and shared meals that bridge cultural

gaps.
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What is the significance of the narrator’ s reaction to sledding and skating, and
how does it reflect her adaptation to American life?

The narrator's experience with sledding and skating serves as a metaphor for
her adaptation to American life. Initially, she feels awkward and unsteady on
the ice, reminiscent of her sense of displacement in a new country. However,
as she recalls her memories of skating in Jordan, she begins to regain her
confidence and joy, illustrating a reconnection with her past. The act of
skating becomes a transformative experience where she finds solace and
pleasure despite the cold and isolation. This reflects her gradual acceptance
and integration into her new surroundings, demonstrating how familiar

activities help her reconcile her identity in aforeign culture.

What incident triggersa panic attack in the narrator regarding her feet,
and how doesit depict her emotional state during the period of
adjusting to American life?

The narrator experiences a panic attack when she realizes that her toes have
turned discolored after skating, which she fears signifies a seriousinjury.
Thisincident reflects her emotional vulnerability and anxiety during this
period of adjustment to American life. Her intense reaction isfueled by a
traumatic memory of receiving vaccinations before their move, showcasing
how past experiences compound her fearsin unfamiliar situations. The panic
attack illustrates her deeper concerns about her health, safety, and

acceptance in anew environment, symbolizing her struggle to navigate the
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complexities of her bicultural identity.

How doesthe author convey the theme of cultural identity through the
inter actions between the narrator’sfamily and their neighbors?

The author conveys the theme of cultural identity through the contrasting
Interactions between the narrator’ s family and their neighbors, particularly in
how food serves as a bridge and a barrier. The family's cultural practices,
such as barbecuing in the front yard, clash with the American social norms
of privacy and propriety in suburban life, creating tension and socia
missteps. The warmth of Mrs. Manarelli's food and her willingness to
engage with the narrator symbolizes a cultural connection that provides
comfort amidst their feelings of alienation. Additionally, the narrator's
experiences at school emphasize the pressures of fitting in, as she navigates
the complexities of American childhood and the social politics that come

withit.

chapter 5| Madama Butterfly | Q& A

What ar e somereasons Gram wantsrevenge accor ding to the chapter ?

Throughout the chapter, it's established that Gram harbors a deep-seated resentment
towards men for various reasons. These include her bossy German father, her husband's
betrayal when he ran off with another woman, the hardships she faced during the Great

Depression, and her disapproval of her daughter marrying a wavy-haired foreigner who

More Free Book k‘\


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb

she believes stole her only child. Gram'’s anger stems from a series of negative
experiences with men, collectively leading her to feel that ‘ men are trouble’ and that
she has ‘had it up to here’ with them.

How doestherelationship between Gram and Bud, the narrator's
father, illustrate conflicting cultural values?

The relationship between Gram and Bud reflects a significant cultural clash
that highlights differing beliefs and values. Gram’ s traditional and
European-American perspective clashes with Bud's Middle-Eastern
background as a Mudlim. Their interactions are characterized by
misunderstandings and cultural faux pas, such as when Gram unknowingly
serves pork and shrimp, thusiillustrating her lack of awareness about Bud's
dietary restrictions. Their competition represents a struggle not just of
individual personalities but of broader cultural values, with food serving as a
symbolic battleground for their dynamic—Gram as the precise baker versus

Bud as the improvisational cook.

What significance doesthe setting in the Imperial Palace restaur ant
have on the characters experiences?

The setting of the Imperial Palace restaurant serves as a vibrant backdrop
that reflects the expectations and cultural perceptions of both Gram and the
narrator. The opulent description of the restaurant—complete with

songbirds, waterfalls, and an ostentatious decor—immerses the charactersin
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aworld they find both enchanting and intimidating. This setting represents
their foray into 'Oriental’ culture, as Gram and her granddaughter seek a
unique experience. Their timein the restaurant also develops their
relationship, revealing Gram's longing for cultural enrichment and her
naivete in her interactions with Chen, the waiter, further highlighting the

cultural divide and miscommunication between them.

What role doesfood play in therelationship between Gram and her
granddaughter in this chapter?

Food acts as a significant link in the relationship between Gram and her
granddaughter, serving both as a medium for instruction and bonding. The
chapter opens with them exploring a cookbook together, setting up afamilia
connection through cooking. Their shared experiences evoke a sense of
nostalgia and adventure, particularly as they venture into the unfamiliar
territory of 'Oriental food." However, food also acts as a point of contention,
highlighting Gram's struggle with her cooking abilities and her conservative
nature alongside her granddaughter's curiosity and eagerness for
exploration—it ultimately showcases how they navigate their identities
through food, with the meal at the Imperial Palace being an emblem of a

cultural experience that complicates their perceptions of each other.

How doesthe chapter depict the generational and cultural gaps between

Gram and her granddaughter?
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The generational and cultural gaps between Gram and her granddaughter are
depicted through their differing worldviews and reactions to the cultural
elements they encounter. Gram embodies traditional values, seenin her
adherence to recipes and her views on men and relationships. In contrast, her
granddaughter is more open to exploring new experiences, like trying
'Oriental food.' Their discussions often reveal Gram'’s reluctance to engage
with anything she considers foreign or frivolous, while her granddaughter
exhibits a naivety mixed with excitement about the unknown. This interplay
I[lustrates the challenges of bridging cultural and generational divides, as
Gram clings to her established norms while the younger generation seeks

broader horizons and new tastes.

chapter 6 | Mixed Grill in the Snow | Q& A

What arethe main themes explored in Chapter 6 of ' The Language of Baklava'?
Chapter 6, titled 'Mixed Grill in the Snow', explores several themesincluding family
traditions, the complexity of cultural identity, and the contrasting perceptions of
childhood and adulthood. The chapter highlights the excitement and confusion of New
Y ear's Eve for the protagonist, who grapples with understanding this holiday devoid of
the colorful characterstypical of other celebrations. The author aso touches on the
tension between American and Middle Eastern cultural identities, exemplified by the
family dynamics and the food that holds emotional significance, like Aunt Rachel's
knaffea. Additionally, it delvesinto the innocence of childhood juxtaposed with the

darker fears that begin to seep into the protagonist's imagination, such as the mention of
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a'psycho killer'.

How doesthe protagonist's under standing of New Year’s Evereflect her
childhood innocence and confusion?

The protagonist exhibits a mix of excitement and confusion regarding New

Y ear's Eve, expressing a desire to understand its significance. Unlike
holidays that come with established characters, like Santa Claus, New Year's
is nebulous and lacks clear markers of celebration, leaving her to ponder
deeper questions about time and existence, such as whether it matters that
the world is getting older. This reflection exhibits her childhood innocence,
as she interprets adult life through imaginative lenses and struggles to
reconcile her thoughts with her mother's explanations. Her experience of
receiving diluted champagne also symbolizes her first, unpleasant brush with
adulthood, emphasizing that her innocent expectations clash with harsher
realities.

What role does food play in the family dynamics depicted in the
chapter?

Food serves as both a cultural bridge and a source of conflict throughout
Chapter 6. The preparation and sharing of Aunt Rachel's knaffea pastry
evoke a sense of familial connection and nostalgia, particularly for the men
who remember their mother through the dish. The ritual of eating and the
descriptions of the grilled meats foster a celebratory atmosphere that
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counters the underlying tensions and complaints of the adults. However,
food also triggers discomfort for the protagonist, especially with the mention
of magloubeh, which she didlikes. This struggle with food symbolizes her
own complex feelings about identity and belonging within her dual cultural
heritage. As food becomes afocal point, it showcases the mingling of
enjoyment and criticism within the family dynamics, highlighting their

shared history and the nuances of immigrant experience.

How isthe setting significant in the chapter, particularly the
descriptions of the blizzard and Uncle Hal’ s grill?

The setting establishes an atmospheric contrast between the harshness of the
winter storm outside and the warmth of familial gatheringsindoors. The
blizzard creates a sense of isolation and uncertainty as the family travels
through it, reflecting the emotional turbulence the protagonist feels about her
identity and New Y ear’s celebrations. The image of Uncle Hal grilling
outdoors amid the snow symbolizes resilience and defiance; it illustrates the
family's refusal to let the cold prevent them from celebrating and connecting
with their cultural heritage. This duality reinforces the theme of cultural
identity as they navigate the challenges of life in America while honoring
their traditions. The snowstorm serves as a backdrop for both aliteral and
figurative journey, capturing the blend of discomfort and joy present in

family gatherings.

More Free Book r\ P L T
Scan to Dow/


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb

What does the interaction between the children and the adults reveal

about their relationships?

The interactions between the children and adults reveal a complex web of
relationships marked by both affection and tension. The children,
particularly the protagonist and her cousins, exhibit freedom to express
themselves, as seen in their playful antics and imagination—Iike conjuring
stories of a psycho killer, which ends up scaring the younger sister. This
carefree emotion contrasts with the adults' serious discussions, filled with
cultural critique and nostalgia, highlighting generational gaps. The older
generation's complaints reflect their struggles with assimilation and 1oss of
cultural identity, which the children, still in a phase of innocence, are largely
unaware of. Additionally, the contrasting perspectives—where children seek
excitement and adults brood over past grievances—underscore the differing
sensibilities and pressures faced by each group, as well as the children's

desire to carve out their own identity apart from adult expectations.
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chapter 8| Country Life| Q& A

What motivates Bud's desire to move back to Jordan accor ding to the chapter?
Bud's motivation to move back to Jordan stems from his frustration with American
culture and the feeling that his children are becoming 'stranger-Americans.' He yearns
for areturn to his past, where he can reconnect with family, heritage, and alifestyle that
he believes reflects his identity and values. He mentions the hope of having a big family

table in the kitchen as a symbol of togetherness and belonging.

How doesthe protagonist, the daughter, feel about the impending moveto Jordan?
The protagonist, who istwelve years old, feels a deep sense of dread and dislocation
regarding the move to Jordan. Unlike previous moves, this oneis significant because
she has solidified friendships and opinionsin Syracuse. She experiences conflicting
emotions of guilt and fear, worrying about losing her identity and friends while
transitioning into a new culture she barely remembers. Despite her father's excitement,

she feels more disconnected and troubled as she prepares for the unknown.

What contrast is depicted between Bud'svision of Jordan and the protagonist's
experience of American culture?

Bud's vision of Jordan is nostalgic and idealized. He recalls fond memories of
childhood, food, and close-knit family gatherings, emphasizing the beauty of fresh

apricots and traditional bread-making. In contrast, the protagonist describes her
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experience of American culture as laden with fast food and superficiality. While Bud
longs for areturn to authenticity and a sense of belonging in Jordan, she has grown
accustomed to American life, fashion, and socia patterns, feeling out of place and

alienated from her father's expectations.

Describe the emotional and psychological impact theimpending move
has on the protagonist asthe departure approaches.

As departure day approaches, the protagonist grapples with anxiety and
resignation, feeling physically unwell with symptoms of panic and lethargy.
She experiences a profound sense of loss, akin to mourning her identity and
lifein America. The process of packing and selling their home magnifies her
sense of dislocation, making her fedl asif sheisdrifting through life without
control. Her dreams are haunted by memories of Jordan that seem to fade

into dust, leaving her unsure of who she will be in her father's homeland.

What surprising turn of events occursregarding the family'splansto
move, and how do the charactersreact?

At the last minute, the family receives a cablegram stating 'SENDING
BACK TRUNKS COMING HOME," indicating that they will not be moving
to Jordan after all. The protagonist feels arush of relief upon hearing this
news, despite the awkwardness of having sold their house and said goodbye
to friends. Bud returns from Jordan noticeably changed and disappointed,
leading the family to temporarily live in asmall apartment while they seek a
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new home. This shift drastically alterstheir trgjectory and allows the
protagonist to embrace a life that she had feared losing.

chapter 9| Runaway | Q& A

What promptsthe narrator to feel asthough they must 'run away' in this chapter?
The narrator, atwelve-year-old girl, feels trapped in arural setting that contrasts sharply
with her previous life. The 'stillness of this place', the heat of September, and the
pervasive feeling of boredom and abandonment by her friends lead her to express her
frustration through writing stories about running away. She identifies with a character
in her own story who leaves for Jordan, and this creative outlet amplifies her feelings of

captivity and rebellion against her father's authority.

How doestherelationship between the narrator and her sistersimpact their
decision to leave the house?

The narrator has a complex dynamic with her younger sisters, Suzy and Monica. Their
shared sense of boredom and desire for adventure fosters a spirit of spontaneity and
solidarity among them. Despite their sisterly bond being overshadowed by their father's
authoritative expectations, they impulsively decide to join the narrator in leaving the
house, indicating a collective yearning for freedom and a break from their mundane

lives.

What internal conflict doesthe narrator experience during the walkout?
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Asthe narrator initially feels empowered and rebellious while walking away from
home, this sense of autonomy is tempered by an internal struggle. When their father
calls out to the sisters, urging them back for dinner, the narrator grapples with feeling
of indignation and helplessness. Although she wants to assert her independence, she
also facesthe reality of her familial obligations and the allure of comfort and food,

especially as Monica succumbs to the temptation of her favorite dish.

How do the natural surroundings play arolein the narrator'sjourney
and emotional state?

The natural landscape of the countryside, described with vivid sensory
details, significantly impacts the narrator's emotional state. Initialy, the dry,
dusty weeds and parched environment contribute to her feelings of
confinement and irritation. However, as she and her sisters venture deeper
into the fields, the sensory experience shiftsto one of exploration and
wonder, with imagery of buzzing insects and fragrant flora evoking a sense
of freedom. This contrast highlights the complexity of the narrator's feelings
about their surroundings and her longing to connect with nature as aform of

escape.

What themes of family dynamics are explored in this chapter,
particularly in relation to parental expectations?
This chapter explores themes of familial obligations, authority, and the

struggle for autonomy within afamily. The father, Bud, imposes strict
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expectations on the narrator regarding her role as a caretaker for her younger
sisters, which creates pressure and resentment. This dynamic complicates
their relationships, making it difficult for them to bond purely as siblings
without the weight of adult expectations. The narrator's desire to break free
is overshadowed by her sense of responsibility, showcasing the tension that
often exists in family dynamics between the desire for independence and

fulfilling familial roles.

chapter 10 | Stories, Stories| Q& A

Who is Bud and what role does he play in the storytelling within the chapter ?

Bud isacentral character in the chapter who serves as the primary storyteller in his
family, arole that contrasts with the predominantly listening nature of hisfamily
members. He engages his audience with tales from his childhood, family history, and
anecdotes rich in cultural significance, showcasing his gift for narrative and humor. His
stories often encompass historical events, personal experiences, and traditional folklore,
such as the amusing tales of Jehathe joker, which serve both to entertain and impart

moral lessons.

What childhood story does Bud shar e about his parents, and what significance
doesit hold?
Bud shares the romantic and historical story of how his parents, Saleh and Anissa, came

to be together. Saleh, arough country boy from Jordan, first encounters Anissa, a
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sophisticated and educated girl from Jerusalem, while traveling in a caravan across
Palestine. Hisinitial proposal isturned down by her family due to his lack of educati
and status. However, fate brings them back together when Anissa's family fleesto
Jordan to escape persecution, and Saleh's sister orchestrates their marriage. This story
significant as it encapsulates themes of love, social class differences, and the historic

context of Arab identity during turbulent timesin the region.

What cultural values and family dynamics are highlighted through
Bud’s storytelling?

Through Bud's storytelling, various cultural values and family dynamics are
revealed. He underscores the importance of family relationships, traditional
roles, and marital customs within Arab culture. His narratives reflect a
respect for the past and the significance of storytelling in preserving family
history and values. Moreover, Bud's aspirations for his daughters to marry
cousins and the emphasis on continuity in family lineage highlight the
priority placed on familial ties and cultural expectations, demonstrating both

an affectionate and humorous approach to these traditions.

How does Bud relate to important figuresin Jordan’s history, and what
impact doesthis have on hisidentity?

Bud recounts personal anecdotes involving significant historical figures,
such as having played soccer with the future King of Jordan and working in

the king's kitchens while serving in the military. These experiences shape his
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identity and connection to Jordan's history, as they reflect his humble
beginnings juxtaposed with his accessto royal life. His reflections on these
moments illustrate a blend of pride and nostalgia, emphasizing his
deep-rooted connection to both his heritage and the broader socio-political
landscape of Jordan.

What does Bud mean when herefersto thework of sorting rice and
lentils as'as-shugal al-majnoon,’ and how doesthisreflect hisviews on
work and self-worth?

Bud describes sorting rice and lentils as ‘as-shugal al-majnoon’, trandating
roughly to ‘the work of the crazy man', implying that it is tedious and
mind-numbing. However, he also conveys a sense of pride in the work's
importance, emphasizing that it kept the king's food clean. His acceptance of
this labor reflects a complex relationship with self-worth; he acknowledges
societal perceptions that may deem such work aslowly, yet he derives a
sense of identity and purpose from it. Bud's attitude reveals his humility and
the understanding that every role, regardless of status, contributes to the

well-being of the community.
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chapter 11 | Immigrants Kids| Q&A

What themes are explored in Chapter 11 of 'The Language of Baklava' regarding
cultural identity and food?

Chapter 11 delvesinto the theme of cultural identity as expressed through food. The
narrator highlights the contrasting experiences of immigrant kids versus their American
peers, focusing on the different values attached to food and body image. The narrator
and her immigrant friends share meals rich in spices and flavor, areflection of their
cultural heritage, while the American girls are preoccupied with diets and weight. This
juxtaposes the embracing of cultural roots through food against the restrictive and often

unhealthy focus on dieting prevaent in American society.

How does the author usethe character of Mr. Basilovich to convey the struggles of
immigrants?

Mr. Basilovich, the father of Olga, embodies the silent struggles of many immigrants
who carry deep emotional scars from their past. His background of surviving
concentration camps creates a haunting legacy that affects his mental health, leading to
multiple suicide attempts throughout his life. This characterization offers a glimpse into
how traumatic experiences can linger and manifest in ways that impact familial
relationships and personal well-being. His eventual hospitalization and subsequent
suicide serve to illustrate the profound pain and isolation that can accompany the

immigrant experience, despite the hope for a new beginning in America
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What role does food play in the relationships between charactersin this chapter?
Food serves as avital connector in the relationships between characters,
revealing cultural bonds and familia love. The narrator's father, Bud,

prepares traditional dishes like stuffed lamb and cabbages, indicating a way

for families to express care and nurture through culinary traditions.

Throughout the chapter, meals offered by the narrator's family, such as

cabbage rolls, become a source of comfort and connection not only within

the family but also across immigrant families, as seen when Mr. Basilovich
aims to make golubtsi for the narrator. The shared experience of cooking and
eating together fosters camaraderie among friends, creating awarm,

nurturing environment amid the struggles they each face.

What doesthe narrative reveal about the perception of self-image and
resilience among immigrant youth?

The narrative contrasts the self-image of immigrant youth with their
American peers, showing a certain resilience rooted in cultural heritage. The
immigrant friends of the narrator, who are not concerned with dieting and
body image, appear to embrace their identities and the lushness associated
with their cultures. The American girls, in contrast, suffer from the pressures
of societal beauty standards and the obsession with diet culture. This
discrepancy highlights how the immigrant youth find strength and pridein
their backgrounds, suggesting that their identities—cel ebrated through food

and cultural practices—help them navigate the challenges of adolescence,
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including the pressures of fitting in.

How doesthe chapter conclude, and what symbolism is present in the
ending?

The chapter concludes with a poignant moment where the narrator reflects
on the death of Mr. Basilovich and an encounter with a pigeon, which
symbolizes freedom and transformation. The pigeon, which shares its name
with the stuffed cabbages (golubtsi), represents the essence of life and the
fleeting nature of existence. The narrator's act of waving goodbye to the bird
signifies arecognition of loss and the yearning for connection beyond the
physical realm. This moment encapsul ates the themes of memory, cultural
roots, and the solace that can be found in food as a form of remembrance.
The chapter ends on a note that suggests both the weight of grief and the
lightness of new beginnings, hinting at how food and memory interweave to

shape identity.

chapter 12 | Restaurant of Our Dreams| Q& A

What promptsthe excitement and anticipation in Bud and the family at the
beginning of Chapter 12?

The excitement in the house is sparked by Bud, who shows arenewed zest for life as he
sings and is animated about a new idea, which turns out to be the potential purchase of

arestaurant. His jubilance fills the home with energy and leads him to make
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enthusiastic phone calls, indicating that something significant is brewing.

What previous attempts did Bud make regar ding opening a restaur ant,
and what was the outcome of those attempts?

Bud had previously made several attempts to open a restaurant, involving
discussions with friends and potential investors. However, these endeavors
fell through as investors backed out at the last minute, leading to unfulfilled
dreams and a sense of skepticism regarding Bud's capability to run a

business.

How does Bud envision the family participating in the restaurant once it
IS opened?

Bud imagines a collaborative family effort where he isin the back creating
the food, while the narrator and her sisters work out front serving customers.
He envisions it as a harmonious operation where they all share responsibility

and joy in running the business together.

What potential challenges arise when Bud finally triesto purchasethe
restaur ant, and what ultimately happens?

The challenges culminate when the original owner of the restaurant changes
his mind about the sale at the last minute. After Bud and Mom arrive to sign
the lease, they discover that the owner's estranged wife has returned, leading
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to an affectionate reunion and a sudden end to the deal. Bud's dreams are

shattered when he realizes he has lost the opportunity to own the restaurant.

How doesthe narrator react to the news of thefailed restaur ant
purchase, and what doesthisreveal about her feelingsregarding dreams
and desires?

The narrator is deeply affected by the failure to acquire the restaurant,
expressing disbelief and frustration at the perceived unfairness of the
situation. Her emotional turmoil reveals a struggle with desire and loss,
indicating that she yearns for the fulfillment of dreams but is also grappling

with the pain of disappointment when those dreams do not materialize.

chapter 13 | The Language of Baklava | Q& A

Whois Auntie Aya and what impact does her visit have on the family dynamics?
Auntie Ayaisamatriarch in the narrator's family, known for her traditional healing
practices, including cupping and the use of various herbs and spices. Her visit is
significant asit disrupts the usual family atmosphere, bringing both tension and humor.
The uncles and cousins return from her hotel transformed, which highlights her impact
on their physical and emotional well-being. Moreover, her arrival coincides with the
narrator's ongoing conflict with her father, Bud, adding another layer of complexity to
family dynamics. Aya's presence offers both areprieve and a source of support for the

narrator amid her struggles with adolescence and her father's strictness.
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How does Auntie Aya's approach to cooking and food serve as a metaphor for the
narrator's journey?

Auntie Aya's cooking represents a reconnection to cultural roots and the
nuanced complexity of identity. Throughout their time together, Aya teaches
the narrator about the significance of food, not merely as sustenance but as a
form of expression, memory, and identity. For instance, Aya suggests that
food can be away to forget rather than just remember the past. Thislesson
becomes pivotal for the narrator, who grapples with her hybrid identity as an
Arab American. Her unwillingness to embrace Arabic food initialy
symbolizes her broader struggles with her cultural identity, but as she learns
to appreciate Ayas baklava, she begins to accept and find beauty in her
heritage.

What isthe significance of the 'shaking tea' that Auntie Aya prepares

for thenarrator?

The 'shaking tea serves as aturning point for the narrator, symbolizing both
comfort and aform of healing from her emotional turmoil. When Auntie Aya
prepares this tea, she offers the narrator a moment of respite, allowing her
feelings of sadness and confusion to surface. The tea's earthy and comforting
flavor evokes a deep, emotional response, suggesting that there is power in
traditions and therapeutic practices passed down through generations. This
act of making the tea also signifies Ayas role as a nurturing figure who

provides care and understanding, contrasting with the conflicts she
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experiences with her father. It embodies the complexities of familial love

and the ways in which cultural practices can provide solace.

Describe the central conflict between Bud and the narrator. How does it
reflect broader themesin the narrative?

The central conflict between Bud and the narrator revolves around her
adolescence and identity struggles, exacerbated by cultural differences.
Bud's traditional views clash with the narrator's devel oping sense of
independence in a modern American context. This conflict manifestsin
Bud's threats to send her back to Jordan, which she vehemently opposes,
signifying her desire to assert her American identity. Their fights often
escalate over trivial matters but reveal deeper issues regarding cultural
expectations, generational divides, and the pressures of assimilation. This
conflict reflects broader themes in the narrative, including the struggle to
balance one's heritage with the realities of growing up in adifferent culture,
the challenges of familial relationships, and the complexities of female

identity.

How doesthe theme of listening manifest in Auntie Aya'steachings and
in thefinal interactions at the dinner table?

The theme of listening is central to Auntie Aya's teachings and culminatesin
the final dinner scene. Aya emphasizes that food is aform of listening,

suggesting that true understanding and connection come from attentively
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engaging with others. During her time with the narrator, she imparts wisdom
about life, relationships, and identity—advice that requires the narrator to
listen closely. In the dinner scene, Aya's assertion to Bud about not sending
his daughter away links this theme directly to familial relationships; she
insists that eating and enjoying food together foster communication and
understanding between family members. This moment leads to a
breakthrough in Bud's demeanor, demonstrating how Aya's teachings allow
for healing and a softer, more empathetic connection amid the family's

tensions.
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chapter 14 | Bad American Girl | Q& A

What istheinitial setting of the chapter and how doesit reflect Diana's

per sonality?

The chapter opens in Diana's bedroom, which she describes as her 'lair,’ filled with
vibrant details like purple curtains, mobiles, and strawberry-scented candles. This
setting reflects her individuality, creativity, and perhaps a sense of teenage rebellion
against the strictures of her family's traditional values. The clutter and colorful
decorations indicate a personal sanctuary where she expresses her thoughts and
imagination, evidenced by her writing about a man making wings from beer pull tabs.

Thisindicates a desire for freedom and self-expression.

How does Diana'sfather, Bud, react to Ray's unexpected visit and what doesthis
reveal about his character?

Bud's reaction to Ray’ s visit is one of immediate suspicion and protectiveness. When
Ray arrives at their house, Bud's demeanor shifts from polite to confrontational as he
guestions Ray's intentions. He insists on asserting that his daughters are 'good Arab
girls and not 'bad American girls.' This reflects Bud's traditional views on gender roles
and family honor, and his protective nature stems from a desire to maintain control over
his daughters' lives. His exaggerated display of authority reveals the cultural clash
between his upbringing and the more liberal American values that may influence his

daughters.
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What underlying theme is highlighted through the conversation between Bud and
Ray?

The conversation between Bud and Ray underscores the theme of cultura
identity and generational conflict. Bud's insistence that his daughters are 'not

like these American girls emphasizes the divide between traditional Middle
Eastern values and the more liberal, independent expectations of American
teenage girls. Thistension illustrates the struggle Diana faces between

adhering to her father's cultural ideals and expressing her own desires for
independence and exploration of identity. Bud's dialogue serves as a
representation of the fathers' fears about their daughters assimilating into a

culture he views as corrupt.

How does Diana's per spective and emotional state evolve throughout the
chapter, particularly during her confrontation with Bud?

Dianas emotional journey throughout the chapter is marked by rising
indignation and ultimately resignation. Initially, she feels a surge of
excitement and nervousness over Ray's visit, only to be crushed by her
father's vehement rejection. Her anger culminates in a passionate
confrontation where she pleads for her feelings to be acknowledged,

showing her desperation for both autonomy and understanding. However, as
their argument progresses, she starts to tire, and her anger dissipates,
culminating in tears, which unexpectedly soften her father's stance. This

evolution illustrates the push and pull of youthful defiance against the
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authority of parental expectations.

What significance does the empty plate represent at the end of the
chapter?

The empty plate at the end of the chapter symbolizes a silent act of rebellion
and connection that transcends her father's strict rules. Even amidst the
chaos of her father's domineering behavior, Ray managed to eat the food
Bud had prepared for him, which symbolizes acceptance and appreciation
for Diana's heritage. Moreover, it represents Dianas realization that she can
find ways to assert her own desires without needing permission. It hints at
the beginning of a possible rebellion against Bud's controlling nature, as she
quietly acknowledges that something meaningful occurred between her and

Ray, despite the cultural and familial barriers.

chapter 15| Food and Art | Q& A

How did Mr. Sims change the atmospher e of the English class after taking over for
Mrs. Loprienzo?

Mr. Sims transformed the English class from studying dull classical tales, like the

L eatherstocking tales, to engaging with modern literature that resonates with the
students' generational experiences. He introduced an anthology titled Here and Now,
which contained complex and rich modern works, drawing the students into the vibrant

world of literature. His enthusiastic method of reading works like The Waste Land in a
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theatrical manner captivated the narrator, igniting a passion for literary exploration a

pushing the boundaries of what they could discuss and learn.

What literary inspirations doesthe narrator find in The Autobiography
of Alice B. Toklas, and how do theserelateto her personal experiences?
In The Autobiography of Alice B. Toklas, the narrator discovers vibrant
depictions of artistic communities filled with salons and dinner parties that
resonate deeply with her upbringing of hosting and cooking. Her experiences
at home, where dinner parties were a norm, suddenly become infused with a
sense of possibility and artistic exploration. This realization sparks
excitement and motivates the narrator to create a literary salon, merging her
love for food and art. The descriptions evoke a sense of electricity and

community she wishes to replicate.

What doesthe narrator serveat her literary salon, and how does it
reflect her cultural background and per sonal touches?

The narrator serves a'light French picnic,' inspired by M. F. K. Fisher’s
writings on French cuisine, but modified based on her local grocery’s
offerings. The menu includes Italian bread, fresh white cheese instead of
Brie, prosciutto, tomatoes, and herbs, along with chips and French onion dip
as an improvised substitute for traditional French items. This selection
mirrors her cultural background—drawing from her family's Middle Eastern

heritage—and her attempts to adapt sophisticated culinary ideas within her
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limited available resources, showcasing resourcefulness and creativity.

What internal conflict doesthe narrator experienceduringtheliterary
salon regarding her identity and her father's expectations?

The narrator grapples with the expectations of her family, especially her
father Bud, who has stringent views on propriety and the company she
keeps. She feels the pressure of societal norms around gender and age, as
hosting boys in the house is typically forbidden. While she seeks connection
and freedom in her budding desire for love and artistic expression, she
simultaneously feels intense apprehension about being discovered and
reprimanded by her father. This conflict underscores her broader struggle
between the comfort of her cultural roots and her desire for independence

and identity formation.

How doestheinteraction between Bud and Jay Franklin illustratethe
narrator's complex family dynamics and cultural negotiations?

When Bud meets Jay Franklin, the interaction illustrates a significant turning
point in the narrator's family dynamics. Bud, atraditionally protective father,
finds common ground with Jay through food, which bridges the cultural gap
between them. Their discussion about hummus and other Middle Eastern
cuisines highlights Bud's gradual acceptance of American culture, as he
shows warmth and interest, marking a subtle shift in his character. This

moment reflects the narrator’ s struggle between her immigrant background
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and the desire to assimilate into American society, showcasing the

negotiations of cultural identity within familial relationships.

chapter 16 | Candy and Lebeneh | Q& A

What motivates the protagonist to consider skipping her senior year of high
school?

The protagonist is dissatisfied with her high school experience, finding it monotonous
and oppressive, especialy highlighted by the dullness of her socia studies class and the
genera atmosphere. Her guidance counselor mentions that she can skip her senior year
if she has enough credits, which excites her as she believes college is where her life will
truly begin. She collects brochures and gets enthusiastic about the idea of starting her

new life at university.

What arethe conditionsimposed by Bud for the protagonist to skip her senior
year and attend college?

Bud, the protagonist's father, agreesto let her skip her senior year under the condition
that she attends the State University of New Y ork in Oswego, where her relatives can
keep an eye on her. Thisimplies that Bud wants to ensure she remains under the

family's watchful eye instead of being fully independent.

Describe the protagonist's experiences working at the Sweet Shoppe. What does

shelearn about her customers?
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Working at the Sweet Shoppe, the protagonist becomes familiar with the variety of
candies and the ritualistic aspects of measuring and selling them. She observes her
regular customers, who are often stressed out or homesick students looking for comf
food. She notes the socioeconomic divide among the students and the different
backgrounds they come from, including the downstate students who seem more

sophisticated compared to her upstate peers.

How doesthe protagonist's diet and health change throughout her time
in college, particularly regarding her visits home?

Initially, the protagonist survives mostly on candy while at college, leading
to significant weight loss and poor health, characterized by fatigue and
physical signs of stress. When she visits home, she indulges in her father's
cooking but later experiences severe nausea and vomiting. This nausea
occurs repeatedly during her visits, suggesting that there might be deeper
issues at play, such as anxiety about her family dynamics or the pressures of

college.

What cultural identity struggles doesthe protagonist face during her
time at college?

The protagonist grapples with her cultural identity as she navigates her
college experience, feeling a disconnection between her traditional Middle
Eastern upbringing and the American college lifestyle. She finds herself

nostalgic for her childhood foods and values while dealing with her peers
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different attitudes towards food, culture, and socia interactions. She
experiences a range of emotions, from homesickness to alonging for her
family, which she tries to reconcile with her emerging independence and the

freedom represented by college life.
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chapter 17| A New World | Q& A

What jobsdoesthe narrator take on after graduating from college, and how do
they reflect her state of mind?

After graduating from college, the narrator engages in various small jobs such as
waiting tables and cooking. These jobs, while contributing to her independence, also
underscore a sense of confinement and struggle for autonomy associated with her
upbringing. They represent her transition into adulthood, but the temporary and

unfulfilling nature of these roles reflects her uncertainty about her identity and future.

What doesthe narrator's marriage teach her about independence and identity?
The narrator's brief attempt at marriage is marked by a sense of confinement, which she
initially seeksto escape her parents home. However, she realizes that marrying for the
wrong reasons does not fulfill her desire for independence. The unsuccessful marriage
serves as a vital lesson about the necessity of self-ownership and understanding her true

self before entering into alifelong partnership.

How doesthe narrator's experience with publishing her poemsimpact her
relationship with her parents?

The narrator experiences significant anxiety about her parents' potential reactions to her
published poems, fearing that they might not understand or appreciate her work.

Despite this, the act of publication serves as aform of liberation for her, asit
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symbolizes her ability to express her unigue voice in writing. This duality of fear anc
pride highlights the complexity of her relationship with her parents, particularly her
father, who does not read English fluently.

What significance does the lapislazuli necklace hold in the narrator's
journey asawriter?

The lapis lazuli necklace given to the narrator by her mother symbolizes
recognition and validation of her identity as awriter. It marks a celebratory
milestone upon the completion of her dissertation and serves as an emblem
of her mother’ s belief in her potential. The necklace becomes a physical
representation of encouragement and acknowledgment of her creative

journey, further solidifying her path toward becoming a published author.

How doesthe narrator'srelationship with her father evolve as she gains
recognition asawriter?

Asthe narrator gains recognition with the publication of her first novel, her
relationship with her father reflects amix of pride and confusion. He
enthusiastically supports her, showcasing his pride in her accomplishments,
yet there is a pal pable discomfort in witnessing her create a narrative
independent of his own experiences. The contrast between their perspectives
marks a shift in their relationship, moving from one of dependence to one
where she confidently claims her voice, embodying her own story in the

literary world.
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chapter 18 | The Best Cook in the Family | Q& A

What led Dianato finally return to Jordan after twenty years?

Diana sreturn to Jordan after twenty years was primarily motivated by her desire for
personal and professional rejuvenation, which culminated in her decision to apply for a
Fulbright fellowship. After years of experiencing the burdens of debt and work
alongside alack of creative fulfillment despite having published a novel, she sought an
opportunity for self-exploration and cultural connection. The combination of a pressing
need to reconnect with her roots and the chance to conduct research for a new novel

prompted her to make the leap back to her familial homeland.

How does Diana’s per ception of her identity change throughout her journey to
Jordan?

Diana grapples with her identity as she prepares for her trip to Jordan. Initially, she
feels conflicted about her American identity overshadowing her Arab roots, describing
her memories of Jordan as 'soft and silvery' and disconnected due to her long absence.
However, as she processes the redlities of flight and the cultural symbols surrounding
her, she begins to confront her fears of belonging and cultural ambivalence and slowly
acknowledges her ties to Jordan through family connections and cultural practices. Her
sense of who sheis evolves during her journey, as she navigates between her American

upbringing and the realities of her Jordanian heritage.
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Describe the family dynamics and characteristics of Diana s relatives in Jordan as
depicted in the chapter.

Dianas family in Jordan is portrayed as vibrant and multifaceted, marked by
amix of eccentricity, charisma, and dysfunction. Her relatives are described
as being full of contrasts—snappy dressers, dreamers, and individuals with
checkered pasts, including con men, diplomats, and ‘fancy idiots. The
dynamics reflect a strong cultural emphasis on hospitality and food, where
meals serve as afocal point for social interaction. Diana s uncles, in
particular, are characterized by their competitive nature about cooking and
their tendency to invite her to extravagant meals. This familial atmosphere
embodies amix of lightheartedness, pride, and hidden tensions, capturing
the essence of how food and family intertwine closely in Jordanian culture.
The family's complex persona also reflects broader cultural themes of

diaspora and identity.

What cultural practices does Diana observe during her initial
experiencesin Jordan?

As Diana settles into her experiences in Jordan, she observes the importance
of hospitality as an integral cultural practice. Thisis highlighted by the
overwhelming number of meals and social invitations from her uncles,
which reinforces the idea that sharing food is crucial in maintaining family
bonds and signifies warmth in the culture. The mezza course served at

dinners emphasizes abundant offerings of various appetizer dishes, reflecting
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Jordanian culinary traditions where feeding guestsis an act of care. She also
notes the unique ways her family members make food a source of
competition, often asking her who the best cook is among them.
Additionally, she observes the mixed reception of her appearance as sheis
identified both as an Abu-Jaber and as an American, underscoring her

ongoing cultural negotiation.

How does Diana’s writing process evolve throughout her timein
Jordan?

Throughout her time in Jordan, Diana's writing process is notably hindered
by her experiences with family, food, and social obligations. Initially, she
arrives with aspirations of concentrating on her novel project; however, she
finds herself increasingly distracted by the overwhelming hospitality of her
relatives. Asthe invitations and elaborate meal s continue, she abandons her
writing ambitions, feeling guilty for not producing any work. The smells and
sounds of daily lifein Jordan contrast with her earlier conceptualizations of
the Middle East, transforming her perceptions and leaving her would-be
writing as an overlooked 'spot of guilt' in her mind. The rich sensory
experiences of Jordan become more significant than her structured writing
plans, suggesting a profound influence of her environment and relationships

on her creative pursuits.

chapter 19 | House of Crying | Q& A
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What is the general atmosphere depicted in Great-Uncle Jimmy's house, as
described in Chapter 197

The atmosphere in Great-Uncle JJmmy's house is opulent yet oppressive.
Wealth isillustrated through the luxurious features such as the pearl escent
marble steps, the aromatic air, and the exotic birds. However, this grandeur
has a cold, unsettling edge. The house feels distant and remote, underscored
by Jimmy's detached and lizard-like demeanor, which contrasts sharply with
the cries of atroubled child hidden within the house, suggesting afamilial

and emotional disconnection.

How does Bud's war ning about visiting Great-Uncle Jimmy influence
the narrator's perception of him?

Bud's warning discourages the narrator from accepting Jimmy's invitation,
casting a shadow over JJmmy's character before their encounter. Bud's
ambivalence and unresolved grievances towards Jimmy contribute to the
narrator'sinitial view of him as just another troublesome family member. As
the narrator contemplates Bud's reasons—'He makes me upset'—it frames
Jmmy as a source of discomfort and tension within the family narrative,

shaping an anticipation of conflict or negativity during their visit.

What kind of food is served at Great-Uncle Jimmy's house, and how
doesit reflect hischaracter?

The food served at immy's house, starting with meager mezza (asingle
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tomato quarter and a cucumber), reflects his miserly nature. Despite his
wealth, the meal is sparse and uninviting, contradicting the expectations of
lavish hospitality. This serves as a metaphor for immy’ s character—Ilavish
in material wealth but stingy in warmth and generosity, emphasizing his
cold-blooded, lizard-like behavior as well as the greater emotional neglect in
his household.

What unsettling events unfold during the dinner at Jimmy's, and how
do they affect the narrator and Audrey?

During the dinner, the narrator and Audrey are confronted with haunting
cries presumably from a disabled child locked away in the house. Asthey try
to engage with Jmmy and Selma, the screams grow louder and transform
into an oppressive backdrop to their meal. This emotional turmoil
complicates their dining experience, resulting in amix of discomfort, fear,
and a surreal sense of normalcy as Jimmy and Selma continue their trivia
chatter, illustrating the deep familial disconnect and the normalizing of

traumawithin their world.

How doestherevelation about the'girl' and the house's domestic
situation deepen the chapter'sthemes of privilege and abandonment?
The revelation about the girl, a maid who was adopted but subsequently
neglected and locked away, starkly illustrates themes of privilege and

abandonment. Jmmy and Selma's callous treatment of her underscores a
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chilling disconnect; they view her as a disposable object rather than a person
with agency. Their narrative reveals their entitlement and moral blindnessin
the face of suffering, juxtaposed against their material wealth, particularly in
relation to Juxtaposed with the cries of the hidden child, it stresses the
systemic inequalities and inhumane practices underlying their domestic life,

poignantly showcasing the emotional cost of privilege.
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chapter 20| Onceupon a Time | Q& A

What isthe primary setting of Chapter 20 in 'The Language of Baklava' and how
doesit influence the atmospher e of the eventsthat unfold?

The primary setting of Chapter 20 isin Jordan, particularly during the time when the
narrator's father, Bud, visits from America along with his friend, Phineas (Phinny). This
setting significantly influences the atmosphere by creating arich, vibrant backdrop that
contrasts with Bud's often anxious personality. The chaotic cab ride, with windows
open to the hot night air, introduces a lively and colorful scene filled with sights,
sounds, and Jordanian rap music, highlighting the cultural difference and Bud's
excitement mixed with discomfort. The interactions with family at Uncle Danny's
house further amplify this atmosphere, showcasing familial affection, joy, and warmth
contrasted with Bud' s insecurities and the generational clash between American and

Jordanian traditions.

How doestherelationship between the narrator, her father Bud, and Phineas
evolve throughout the chapter?

Throughout Chapter 20, the relationship between the narrator, her father Bud, and
Phinny experiences a dynamic shift. Initially, Bud's overprotective nature surfaces as he
inquires about the implications of having Phinny, a single man, visiting Jordan with his
daughter. However, as the chapter progresses, Bud's demeanor softens upon meeting his
family in Jordan, leading to an overwhelming sense of nostalgia and acceptance as he

reconnects with hisroots. Phinny, on the other hand, is portrayed as a naive yet
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charming character who embodies a youthful exuberance. His interactions with Bud,
who affectionately nicknames him 'Fattoush,' shift their relationship into a more
familial dynamic where Bud assumes a protective, fatherly role over Phinny as he
embraces him within the family's cultural rituals. This evolution demonstrates how b
men, despite their cultural differences, bond over shared experiences and the joy of

familial love.

What themes are explored through the interactions during the family
dinner at Uncle Danny's house?

The interactions during the family dinner at Uncle Danny's house explore
several themes: family bonds, cultural identity, and the contrast between
tradition and modernity. The warmth and chaos of the family gathering
highlight the strong familial ties and the joy of reunion for Bud after ten
years. The laughter, songs, and generous servings of food symbolize the
importance of community and hospitality in Jordanian culture. Moreover,
Bud's struggle with his cultural identity is evident as he navigates the
expectations from his Jordanian family versus the lifestyle he has adopted in
America. Hisfriend Phinny's peculiar eating habits and subsequent
misunderstanding with the family introduce comedic elements while also
emphasizing the theme of cultural assimilation and acceptance. The dinner
becomes a microcosm illustrating the complexities of identity, belonging,

and the generational and cultural divides that exist.
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What role does food play in Chapter 20, both in terms of cultural
representation and personal relationships?

Food plays a crucia role in Chapter 20, serving as akey element of cultural
representation and personal relationships. The chapter begins with the cab
ride where Jordanian rap music sets the tone for alively culinary experience.
At Uncle Danny's house, the abundance of mezza—a variety of small
dishes—nhighlights the Jordanian emphasis on hospitality and communal
dining, where sharing food fosters connection among family members. The
gpecific dishes served evoke nostalgia for Bud and create a sensory bridge
between the narrator's American life and her Jordanian heritage.
Additionally, Bud's interactions with Phinny, whom he affectionately
nicknames 'Fattoush' after a salad, further solidify their bond through shared
meals. This act of renaming and the attention to food symbolize Bud's
acceptance of Phinny into hisfamily circle and reflect the broader theme of
love, care, and nurturing that food represents, illustrating how meals can

create bonds and ease cultural tensions.

What insights doesthe narrator provide about her father’scharacter
through hisinteractionswith hisfamily in Jordan?

The narrator provides deep insights into her father's character through his
interactions with his family in Jordan, revealing a complex mix of pride,
vulnerability, and nostalgia. Bud isinitially depicted as a somewhat anxious

and insecure individual, embodying the traits of an American man who feels
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out of place in his hometown. However, as he reunites with his siblings, his
demeanor transforms, he becomes the center of affection and humor,
evoking the warmth of his childhood memories. His brothers' teasing and
affectionate remarks about his age and appearance show the deep bonds of
brotherhood, contrasting Bud's hesitations with his newfound sense of
belonging. The way he engages in celebration, song, and sharing of food
Illustrates hislonging for connection and his struggle with the duality of
|dentity—Dbeing both American and Jordanian. This chapter ultimately
portrays Bud as a man who, despite his flaws, is capable of joy and
reconnection, reminding the reader of the deep familial love that transcends

cultural differences.



