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The Passenger Summary
Journeys through identity and human connection.
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About the book

"The Passenger" is a captivating anthology that explores the intricate

tapestry of human experience through the lens of travel and self-discovery.

Curated from the diverse voices of various authors, each story invites readers

to embark on a journey that transcends geographical boundaries, delving

deep into the hearts and minds of characters who navigate the unknown in

search of meaning, connection, and adventure. As you traverse the pages of

this book, you will find that every journey—whether physical or

existential—presents an opportunity for transformation, pushing the limits of

perception and understanding. Prepare to be enthralled as you join these

compelling travelers on their paths of revelation, each one an invitation to

reflect on your own voyage through life.
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About the author

The Passenger is a unique anthology that showcases the collaborative

brilliance of various authors, each bringing their distinctive voice and style

to the collection. This diverse group features a range of established and

emerging writers from different backgrounds and genres, adding richness

and depth to the narratives within the book. The authors explore themes of

travel, loss, adventure, and self-discovery, inviting readers on a journey that

transcends the boundaries of traditional storytelling. With their intricate

prose and vivid imagery, the authors of The Passenger collectively create an

immersive reading experience that celebrates the power of literature to

connect us all.
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Chapter 1 Summary: The Not So
Eternal City

In the first chapter of "The Passenger," titled "The Not So Eternal City,"

 Marco D’Eramo explores the complexities and contradictions of modern

Rome, shedding light on its socio-political and economic challenges. He

opens by depicting Rome as a city caught in a deceptive narrative, where its

ancient heritage masks a largely contemporary reality shaped by recent

immigration and rapid urban development. Despite its moniker as the

"Eternal City," the majority of Rome has evolved significantly, fueled by a

demographic boom post-World War II that led to considerable growth and

immigration.

D’Eramo dives into various forces holding back Rome’s potential, including

a stagnant bureaucratic system, rampant real estate speculation, and the

influential presence of the Vatican, which owns a significant portion of the

city's real estate and maintains preferential treatment through tax

exemptions. He introduces the phenomenon of "abusivismo," referring to the

illegal construction practices rampant across the city. This concept

highlights two distinct forms: the "abusivismo of necessity," where migrants

built homes without permits due to state neglect, and the speculatory

practices of developers who blatantly disregard regulations, facilitated by

government complicity.
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The chapter navigates through historical shifts in population and

administration, depicting how these factors intertwine with the political

landscape. D’Eramo notes how the left, historically associated with labor

and social justice, has frequently compromised with property developers

instead of enforcing proper urban planning, leading to a continual cycle of

abuse and neglect. He discusses the impact of municipal administrations,

citing mayors from various political backgrounds who have failed to restore

control over urban development, often yielding to corrupt practices and the

construction of unwanted neighborhoods.

Tourism emerges as a significant theme, with D’Eramo critiquing the city’s

inability to effectively brand itself and attract repeat visitors despite its

historical sites. He contrasts the charm and vibrancy of local arts, like street

murals, with the reality of a decaying public transport system and the exodus

of native Romans from the city center, transforming it into a commercial hub

devoid of local life.

D’Eramo's portrayal paints a nuanced picture of Rome as a city in crisis,

grappling with the legacies of its past, the burdens of power and corruption,

and the challenges of modernity. The historical layers of the city juxtapose

starkly against the realities of urban sprawl and social inequality, suggesting

that while Rome is rich in history, its future remains uncertain and

precarious, embodying the tensions between its ancient identity and

contemporary struggles.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The complexity of urban struggles shapes societal identity

Critical Interpretation: As you navigate your own life, remember that

the histories and challenges of the places you inhabit shape not just

their identity, but yours as well. Just as Rome embodies the tension

between its glorious past and its current struggles, so too do you

reflect the myriad influences of your environment. Embrace this

complexity; recognize that acknowledging flaws can inspire growth,

adaptation, and a deeper connection to your community. By

understanding the complexities of your surroundings, you become

empowered to advocate for positive change, not only in your own life

but in the lives of others around you.
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Chapter 2 Summary: Roman Soundscapes

In Chapter 2 of "The Passenger," titled "Roman Soundscapes," Letizia

 Muratori introduces us to the bustling auditory world of Rome, where every

sound tells a different story. Growing up by the iconic Trevi Fountain,

Letizia reflects on the ever-changing soundscape of her city, filled with the

chaotic yet beautiful symphony of daily life. She notes how the city has

become a playground for tourists, with an influx of visitors dragging

wheeled suitcases over the cobblestones of sampietrini, creating a constant

rhythm that pierces the tranquility of early mornings.

As she navigates through the streets, Letizia paints vivid pictures of the

auditory experiences surrounding her. The sounds of the street-cleaning

machines brushing away remnants of a lively night and the distant calls of

seagulls underscore a juxtaposition of beauty and decay. She dives deeper

into the significance of sampietrini, the iconic Roman paving stones, which

carry their own historical weight and memory, having been laid out as safety

measures for the Pope centuries ago. 

Letizia encounters the tender moments of lovers strolling through the city,

contrasting them with the harsh realities of street fights and the relentless

noise from everyday life. She also shares her personal experiences of living

in various neighborhoods, including contentious nights spent hearing the

tumultuous arguments of homeless couples that often end in calls for
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ambulances.

As she explores different areas of Rome, from the upscale streets of Tridente

to the rowdy energy of Trastevere, she details how the sounds reflect the

character of each neighborhood, integrating the hustle of tourism, the

soothing toll of church bells, and even the cacophony of protest or revelry.

The stark differences between day and night, solitude and chaos, cultivate an

appreciation for Rome's layered soundscape, which she describes as both

overwhelming and intoxicating.

The chapter further navigates the intersection of modernity and tradition, as

Letizia discusses the impact of gentrification and urban changes. She

mentions the growing presence of e-scooters and overnight tourists while

reminiscing about the quieter, simpler times when the city felt more alive in

a genuine sense. The sounds of planes overhead in areas like Ciampino serve

as a painful reminder of the relentless noise pollution suffered by residents,

painting a vivid picture of the urban environment's transformation.

Letizia's narrative is not just about sounds but extends to the broader themes

of gentrification, urban alienation, and the shared human experience in a city

rich with history and culture. She cleverly weaves personal anecdotes,

observations about the city's character, and philosophical musings into her

tapestry of Roman soundscapes, allowing readers to immerse themselves in

the city's essence. Ultimately, her reflections reveal a city that is alive,
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vibrant, and unavoidably noisy—a character in its own right, shaping the

lives of those who dwell within it.
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Chapter 3: Rome Does Not Judge

In Chapter 3 of "The Passenger," Nicola Lagioia delves into the chilling case

 of Luca Varani, a young man brutally murdered in his Rome apartment in

2016. The gruesome details of the crime, perpetrated by two seemingly

ordinary men, Marco Prato and Manuel Foffo, sparked widespread outrage

and obsession in Roman society. Varani, whose naked body was found with

multiple stab wounds and signs of torture, became a focal point for

discussions about violence, privilege, and the darker sides of human nature

set against the backdrop of Rome's chaotic nightlife.

The chapter describes how the murder lacked a clear motive, with the killers

expressing no real animosity toward their victim. Instead, they seemed to be

engaging in a sadistic game fueled by drugs, narcissism, and a deeper

existential crisis. As the press and public dissected the case, they were drawn

to the societal implications—three individuals from vastly different

backgrounds intersecting in a tragedy that highlighted class divides, sexual

identity, and urban decay. 
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Chapter 4 Summary: The Soul of the City

In Chapter 4 of "The Passenger," the narrative unfolds in Rome, a city

 wrestling with its complicated relationship with the Tiber River. The

protagonist reflects on a pivotal day, May 3, 2009, when he drove with his

girlfriend to an eel fishermen’s trattoria called the Anaconda, exploring the

soul of a city that had always eluded him. On that sunny day, amidst a

backdrop of Roman history and culture, he confronts both a personal crisis

and his feelings toward the city itself, unearthing the bittersweet character of

Roman life.

As he navigates the quiet streets of Rome on a Sunday morning, the mood is

festive yet fleeting, embodying the complex emotions of the Roman spirit,

which balances between joy and melancholy. The Tiber River emerges as a

central character, symbolizing the city’s soul — both nurturing and

destructive. He realizes that while Rome is often perceived through its

streets and monuments, its true heart resides in the flowing waters of the

Tiber.

At the Anaconda, he experiences a realizational epiphany sparked by the

sight of a coypu being fed by an old man, provoking thoughts about life,

death, and the passage of time. The river, full of contradictions, represents

rebirth through its constant flow, revealing how intimately intertwined the

city’s fate is with the Tiber.
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The protagonist reflects on the drastic urban planning decisions that severed

Rome from the river, particularly the construction of high embankments in

the late 19th century. These walls transformed the city’s interaction with the

water, hindering the collective memory and connections that citizens once

had with the Tiber, encapsulating a loss of both history and essence.

As he immerses himself deeper into the surroundings, he discovers a group

of eel fishermen, including an elderly man named Cesare, who shares his

wisdom and passion for fishing with the protagonist. This relationship

reveals the warmth of community and tradition, contrasting with the city’s

modern complexities. Cesare becomes a symbol of the old ways, teaching

the narrator that to thrive in Rome, one must learn to adapt, capturing the

essence of being a Roman – to move fluidly through life, accepting both the

darkness and light it offers.

Throughout the chapter, themes of isolation, survival, and the duality of joy

and sorrow are explored. The protagonist’s realization grows that Rome isn't

about grand historical narratives but rather the experience of the present and

the ephemeral moments that define existence. In embracing the Tiber and the

life around it, he comes to understand that the river reflects the intertwining

of human experiences, memories, and the ever-present shadow of mortality.

Ultimately, this chapter is a deeply poetic meditation on life, death, and the

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


ceaseless flow of time, urging the reader to consider the essence of what it

means to inhabit a city steeped in history yet universally human in its

struggles.
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Chapter 5 Summary: 39 Notes
for a Book
on Rome

In Chapter 5 of "The Passenger," titled "39 Notes for a Book on Rome,"

 Francesco Piccolo shares his reflections on life in Rome through a series of

insightful observations and anecdotes. The narrative is filled with a blend of

admiration, frustration, and humor, capturing the complexities of living in a

city steeped in history.

Piccolo begins by pondering whether one can ever truly understand Rome,

noting that even Romans themselves often express dissatisfaction with their

city. They attend social gatherings yet seem perpetually disappointed, caught

in a cycle of yearning for the idealized past while continuing to participate in

the very life of the city they criticize. This inner conflict reflects a broader

theme of discontent among the citizens, who are tired not only of their city

but of their everyday lives—family, work, and routine.

He comically recounts experiences that highlight the peculiarities of Rome,

such as encountering a graveyard of skeletons during a casual stroll and the

irony of how even mundane activities, like banking or attending parties,

reveal a layered complexity to life in the city. Piccolo describes how he

edited his own life story upon moving to Rome, emphasizing how location

shapes personal narratives and relationships. For example, he shares a story
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about the relative perceptions of those who live in Piazza Vittorio,

highlighting how outsiders romanticize the area’s diversity while locals

grapple with the realities of urban life.

Throughout the chapter, Piccolo weaves in historical references and personal

anecdotes, creating a tapestry that illustrates the coexistence of modernity

and antiquity. He muses on the frustrations of living in a city where

everything seems dilapidated and where repairmen are reluctant to fix

broken items, leading to a sense of resignation among the residents. In this

way, he underscores a theme of incompleteness, symbolizing both the city

and the people within it.

Piccolo also shares his nostalgic journey from Caserta to Rome, emphasizing

a shift in his feelings towards the city. He finds a special affinity for his new

home, demonstrating how one's relationship with a place can evolve over

time. He vividly captures daily life in Rome, from the chatter of families to

the myriad culinary options available, emphasizing the cultural vibrancy that

persists despite the pervasive fatigue.

The chapter culminates in a contemplative reflection on what it means to

truly belong to a place. Piccolo’s musings are both humorous and poignant,

providing readers with a rich and layered understanding of the Roman

experience. Ultimately, through these notes, he establishes that while Rome

may be frustrating and exhausting, it is also a source of profound
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connection, identity, and communal spirit, inviting everyone to engage in its

age-old dance of love and frustration.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The complexity of belonging and identity in urban life

Critical Interpretation: Consider how the paradox of belonging and

dissatisfaction resonates in your own journey, much like it does for

those living in Rome. In life, we often find ourselves in places that stir

a mix of love and frustration, where we might critique our

surroundings while simultaneously embracing the vibrant tapestry of

experiences they offer. This chapter invites you to reflect on your own

relationships with the cities or communities you

inhabit—acknowledging both their imperfections and the connections

they foster. Embrace the reality that your life is a blend of

complexities, and take inspiration from the perpetual dance between

discontent and belonging, allowing it to shape your understanding of

home and identity.
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Chapter 6: Revolutions
in the Suburbs

In Chapter 6 of "The Passenger," titled "Revolutions in the Suburbs,"

 journalist Leonardo Bianchi explores escalating tensions and xenophobic

uprisings in the outskirts of Rome, particularly against migrant communities

and the Roma. This chapter highlights the struggles of the Omerovic family,

Roma migrants who, after a decade of waiting, finally secure housing in

Casal Bruciato, only to face violent backlash from right-wing groups like

CasaPound. This hostility underscores a broader societal discontent fueled

by far-right rhetoric, which masquerades as apolitical neighborhood activism

but ultimately seeks to exacerbate racial tensions.

The narrative follows the Omerovics' harrowing experience as they try to

start anew; on their first day in the apartment, they encounter harassment and

threats from neighbors backed by far-right militants. The atmosphere

becomes hostile as police stand by instead of intervening, illustrating the

inadequacies of local authorities to address such violence. This event gains

national attention, with the mayor attempting to mediate but ultimately
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Chapter 7 Summary: Maps of Inequality

In Chapter 7 of "The Passenger," titled "Maps of Inequality," the narrative

 delves into a significant project called Mapparoma, which aims to shed light

on the socio-economic disparities across Rome through accessible and

informative maps. Launched in February 2016, this initiative seeks to

present scientific data about Rome’s neighborhoods in a way that is easy for

everyone—residents, researchers, journalists, and city officials—to

understand. By visualizing details about urban demographics, social

variables, economic conditions, and political landscapes, Mapparoma paints

a vivid picture of the city’s evolving nature.

The project's co-founders, Keti Lelo, Salvatore Monni, and Federico

Tomassi, contribute their expertise from academia and the public sector,

highlighting the collaboration between research and community

engagement. Notably, the maps not only reveal Rome's intricate

socio-economic fabric but also allow comparisons with other Italian cities

like Milan, Naples, and Turin, illuminating broader trends in urban

inequality.

As the chapter unfolds, key themes of change and awareness become

prominent. The publication of the first map series in 2019, later compiled

into the book "Le mappe della disuguaglianza," reflects a commitment to

informing the public and inciting dialogue on pressing social issues. The
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maps detail various factors such as population density, age demographics,

property prices, and the presence of immigrants, all of which contribute to a

deeper understanding of who lives in Rome and the challenges many face.

Ultimately, "Maps of Inequality" serves as both an educational tool and a

call to action, encouraging readers to engage with the disparities present in

their own neighborhoods and to consider the long-term impacts these

inequalities have on the overall fabric of society. Through a clear blend of

data visualization and community outreach, the chapter captures the essence

of urban living and the pressing need for informed policy-making.

Chapter Title

Mapparoma

February 2016

To highlight socio-economic disparities in Rome through accessible maps.

Keti Lelo, Salvatore Monni, Federico Tomassi

Visualizations of urban demographics, social variables, economic conditions, political
landscapes.

Milan, Naples, Turin

2019, later compiled into "Le mappe della disuguaglianza"

Change, awareness, public engagement, social issues.

Population density, age demographics, property prices, immigrant presence.
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Chapter Title

Serves as an educational tool and a call to action regarding urban disparities.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Awareness of Socio-Economic Inequality

Critical Interpretation: Imagine walking through your own

neighborhood, armed with the insights discovered in Chapter 7 of 'The

Passenger.' The initiative of Mapparoma inspires you to not only

observe the familiar surroundings but to critically engage with the

socio-economic disparities that shape the lives of those around you.

This awareness transforms your perspective, prompting you to ask

questions and seek solutions. By recognizing the intricate layers of

inequality—much like the maps depicting Rome's

neighborhoods—you find that your understanding of community

extends beyond mere geography; it encourages you to take action,

advocate for change, and become an informed participant in the social

fabric, empowering both yourself and others in the journey towards

equity.
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Chapter 8 Summary: The Echo of the Fall

In Chapter 8 of "The Passenger," titled "The Echo of the Fall," Christian

 Raimo paints a vivid and critical picture of modern Rome, exploring its

complexities and contradictions. The narrative begins with Raimo's

profound connection to Rome, emphasizing his skepticism of outsiders'

interpretations of the city. He finds solace in the knowledge that he has lived

within its chaotic embrace for most of his life, reflecting on how

contemporary literature and tourism often misrepresent its true essence.

Raimo then delves into the city's paradoxes, highlighting how Rome, often

considered the "capital of the world," grapples with both grandeur and

decay. He describes the evolution of tourism, which now seeks to uncover

unconventional and hidden facets of the city beyond the famed ancient

landmarks. This new approach also reveals the city's

struggles—overcrowded public transport, overflowing garbage, and a sense

of artistic and civic disillusionment.

The chapter introduces various architectural blunders and social issues,

showcasing the infamous Corviale housing project, a failed utopian vision

turned nightmarish due to neglect and bureaucratic failure. This "Big Snake"

of concrete embodies a broader sentiment of alienation and societal

breakdown, echoing the larger narrative of decay that seems to haunt the

Eternal City. Raimo poignantly links this to the despair of Malagrotta,
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Europe's largest landfill, which served as a grotesque symbol of how

comfort for some comes at the cost of environmental degradation for the

inhabitants of Rome.

Raimo portrays the duality of urban life in Rome, where the rich history is

marred by contemporary challenges. He discusses the intriguing dynamics

between local residences and commercial developments, like the massive

Porta di Roma shopping center, reflecting on how commercialism shapes

city life while disconnecting residents from their surroundings.

In examining neighborhoods like Cinquina, he paints a microcosm of

societal stratification, exploring the historical layers of development from

post-war self-built homes to modern social housing. He critiques the social

frictions that arise as diverse populations navigate these spaces, highlighting

the tensions between longstanding residents and newcomers while

illustrating how the city's identity and communal sense are constantly

shifting.

Throughout this exploration, Raimo contemplates what it means to belong to

a city like Rome, one that oscillates between grandeur and despair. He shares

a sentiment that any attempt to redefine or digest the city anew feels like an

act of betrayal against its storied past, raising profound questions about

identity, modernity, and the struggle for belonging in the face of decline.
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The author also examines the environmental aspects of urban life, such as

the neglected nature reserves surrounding Rome, and suggests that the city's

struggle against development and decay reveals a deeper resistance to its

own fate. Ultimately, Raimo's reflections weave a narrative of survival amid

urban chaos, where each aspect of the city's life tells stories of resilience,

neglect, and the longing for connection, both to the past and to one another.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The duality of urban life reflects our inner struggles

between aspiration and reality.

Critical Interpretation: As you navigate your own life, consider how

the contrasts you face—between your dreams and the day-to-day

hardships—reveal essential truths about your own resilience. Just as

Rome embodies both splendor and decay, your personal journey may

also oscillate between soaring highs and disheartening lows. Embrace

this duality, recognizing that it is within these complexities that your

character is shaped and your sense of belonging is forged. Let the

challenges you encounter be a source of strength, as you learn to

connect deeply with both your history and your aspirations.
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Chapter 9: The Family

In Chapter 9 of "The Passenger," titled "The Family," the focus is on the

 powerful and notorious Casamonica clan, a network of Roma families that

have established a significant presence on the outskirts of Rome. This

chapter paints a vivid picture of their empire built on illegal activities like

loansharking, extortion, and drug trafficking, thriving in an environment

where both local mafias and government figures often turn a blind eye.

The Casamonicas refer to themselves as "The Family," exuding a sense of

pride that incorporates an extravagant lifestyle characterized by luxury cars

and opulent villas. They are depicted as both feared and revered, operating

with a level of violence and intimidation that ensures compliance from the

community around them. As the text describes, the mere mention of their

name instills fear in the hearts of those living nearby; they are figures of

authority who dictate the rules and norms in their territories. 

Their story intertwines seamlessly with the broader narrative of Rome's

crime history. The chapter draws comparisons between the Casamonica clan
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Chapter 10 Summary: Ambitionz as a Roman:
Trap from Trastevere

In Chapter 10 of "The Passenger," Francesco Pacifico immerses readers in

 the vibrant yet stark world of Roman trap music, focusing on a group of

young artists from the Tamburino Steps in Trastevere. This chapter paints a

vivid picture of teenagers observing their lives through the lens of music,

portraying themes of despair, disillusionment, and an insatiable yearning for

identity amid chaos.

The story begins at the foot of the Tamburino Steps, where a tight-knit crew

known as lovegang—a culmination of the 126 crew—flourished musically,

spurred by their experiences with addiction, heartbreak, and societal neglect.

These artists channel their surroundings into their lyrics, crafting a

soundscape filled with the rawness of their childhood experiences in a city

that feels devoid of hope and direction. Pacifico emphasizes the unfiltered

nature of trap music, which serves as a powerful vehicle for expressing their

reality, layered with references to drugs, money, and relationships fraught

with insecurity and humor.

The narrative delves into the social and economic backgrounds of these

artists, revealing a mix of privilege and struggle. The members of Lovegang,

while emerging from a socio-culturally complex milieu, often blur the lines

of wealth and poverty, leading to a commentary on the strange coexistence
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of different classes within Rome—where affluence intermingles with gritty

survival. This duality is especially reflected in their music, which oscillates

between comedic self-deprecation and poignant reflections on life’s vacuity.

Pacifico's exploration also reflects on the broader landscape of Roman

music, contrasting today's trap scene with the politically charged hip-hop of

the 1990s. Unlike their predecessors, who often tackled social issues

head-on, the artists from the Tamburino Steps seem to revel in a more

personal and nihilistic portrayal of their lives, marked by a sense of

existential crisis and mundane reality. The lyrics emerge as fragments of

their lives, oscillating between bravado and vulnerability.

Central to the chapter is the imagery of the city itself, which transforms from

a place of history and culture into a backdrop for youth's disenchantment.

The Tamburino Steps become a microcosm for the Rome of today—a city

seemingly devoid of class awareness where each group seeks its narrative.

The lyrics reflect a blend of life’s absurdities, using humor to mask deeper

anxieties about identity, purpose, and the future.

The chapter ultimately analyzes the relationship between creativity and

struggle, suggesting that the artists' experiences uniquely color their music

with authenticity. Their stories are not just about personal transformation but

reflect a collective yearning for validation in the face of systemic neglect.

Pacifico invites readers to immerse themselves in this world, emphasizing
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that while the music resonates deeply with its creators, its essence may

remain elusive to those outside—the stark reminder that art is often a

reflection of the intimate and ineffable layers of lived experience. This

exploration of Lovegang’s artistry speaks to a universal quest for belonging

and meaning within a rapidly changing urban landscape.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The transformative power of art amidst struggle

Critical Interpretation: You realize that creativity can serve as a lifeline

when faced with adversity, much like the young artists from the

tamburino steps. Surrounded by societal neglect, they channel their

experiences into trap music, illustrating that through the expression of

pain, chaos, and yearning, you too can find your own voice.

Embracing the rawness in your life’s narrative can empower you to

create an authentic existence that resonates not just within yourself but

also with others, fostering connection and understanding in a world

that often feels isolating. This insight urges you to pick up your own

tools of expression—be it music, writing, or art—and to transform

your struggles into something meaningful, reminding you that in the

depths of despair, there lies an opportunity for profound personal

growth and artistic enlightenment.
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Chapter 11 Summary: What We Talk About
When We Talk
About Calciotto

In Chapter 11 of "The Passenger," titled "What We Talk About When We

 Talk About Calciotto," we dive into the vibrant turf of calciotto, a unique

form of eight-a-side football that embodies the spirit of Roman life. The

game is portrayed not merely as a sport but as a thread that weaves through

friendships, rivalries, and the very essence of being in Rome. The author,

Daniele Manusia, captures the intense atmosphere surrounding calciotto,

where players pour their hearts into every game, forming bonds that can be

just as fragile as they are fierce.

H, a Frenchman living in Rome, prepares to return to Paris, leaving behind

not just the city but also the ritual of calciotto that had become a lifeline for

him. His impending departure sparks nostalgia and melancholy, highlighting

the deep connections formed on the pitch. As the protagonist reflects on their

shared experiences, the stark realization dawns that calciotto, with its

competitive edge and camaraderie, is an integral part of the Roman identity.

The chapter chronicles the evolution of calciotto, detailing how it emerged

from informal street play to structured tournaments, complete with team

jerseys and enthusiastic crowds. Manusia shares anecdotes about the diverse

people one encounters on the pitch—from lawyers to artists—each bringing
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their own unique flair to the game. The passionate obsession of Romans for

their local teams further underscores the chapter's exploration of community

and identity, revealing a culture steeped in football fervor.

Manusia paints a vivid portrait of the calciotto players, highlighting the

eccentricities of various types—from the enthusiastic newcomer to the

seasoned old-timer—and the rituals that accompany playing. Each player's

dedication to the game, despite the toll it takes on their bodies, speaks

volumes about their need for connection and recognition in a city steeped in

tradition and nostalgia.

The chapter also touches on deeper themes of aging, lost youth, and the

struggles of adulthood, as players grapple with their past and present selves

on the pitch. The author reflects on his own memories of friendships forged

through competition and the emotional weight that the game carries—how it

is both a symbol of his childhood and a reminder of the passage of time. 

Through Manusia's evocative prose, the reader can feel the energy of Rome,

the camaraderie of calciotto, and the bittersweet nature of moving on, all

encapsulated within the bounds of a football pitch. Ultimately, "What We

Talk About When We Talk About Calciotto" reveals how much more than a

game this sport is for so many—it is a lens through which to understand life

itself, full of joy, heartbreak, and the undeniable longing for connection in a

bustling world.
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Chapter 12: A Sign of the Times

In Chapter 12 of "The Passenger," titled "A Sign of the Times," we meet

 Mario, an imposing figure who spends his days outside the San Michele a

Ripa Grande complex in Rome. His face, weathered by the sun, bears a cross

tattoo, and he has taken it upon himself to wash the nearby Fontana del

Timone fountain. This old building, steeped in history, once served as a

hospice and prison, reflecting the city’s complex relationship with its poor

and marginalized.

As Mario cleans the fountain, he shares his insights about the changing

landscape of Rome, highlighting how the city has always been a haven for

the homeless and mentally ill. He recalls a woman who, despite her apparent

madness and chaotic lifestyle, had become a beloved part of the community.

This woman's story illustrates the deep connections that can form in urban

spaces, where the lines between the housed and the homeless often blur.

The chapter paints a stark picture of Rome’s increasing poverty. While there

were about three thousand homeless individuals thirty years ago, that
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Chapter 13 Summary: An Author Recommends

In Chapter 13 of "The Passenger," Nadia Terranova crafts a vivid

 exploration of Rome through her top picks for understanding the city,

highlighting a book, a film, and an album that capture its essence. Terranova

introduces "BUIO IN SALA: GUIDA BREVE AI CINEMA DI ROMA," a

sentimental map by Stefano Scanu that dives into the history of Rome's

cinemas. In the midst of a sweltering summer and the closure of many movie

theatres, Scanu embarks on a journey across the city, transforming his

experiences into a mix of personal diary and insightful guide. He captures

the soul of Rome through its cinemas, revealing how they reflect the city's

community spirit and cultural identity, whether they are cozy film clubs or

bustling multiplexes.

Moving on to the film “BIMBA COL PUGNO CHIUSO” about Giovanna

Marturano, a notable partisan from Rome, Terranova highlights the strong

sense of history and resilience in the face of adversity. The documentary

portrays Marturano's extraordinary life—her early involvement in politics,

her bravery during wartime, and her ongoing dedication to social justice. It

connects Rome’s rich past with a broader Italian narrative, emphasizing the

importance of individual stories that echo through the fabric of the city.

The chapter also showcases Giulia Anania’s album "COME L'ORO," where

music becomes a lens through which to view the diverse experiences of
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Rome’s people. Anania sings about the city’s underbelly—the working-class

struggles and the beauty found in the everyday lives of its inhabitants. Her

poignant lyrics and innovative storytelling breathe life into the urban

landscapes, offering a fresh perspective that resonates deeply with those

familiar with the city's nuances.

Terranova’s selections open a dialogue about the paradoxes of Rome—the

tension between nostalgia and modernity, beauty and decay, love and

frustration. Through her recommendations, readers are invited to see not just

the iconic tourist attractions but also the layers of life that define this

complex city, encouraging a deeper emotional connection with Rome's rich

and multifaceted identity.
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