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About the book

In "The Untold History of The United States," Oliver Stone takes readers on

an eye-opening journey through the layers of American history often

overlooked or deliberately obscured, challenging the conventional narratives

that dominate textbooks. With a bold lens, Stone dissects major

events—from World War II to the Cold War and beyond—arguing that the

pursuit of power often eclipsed the noble ideals purported by the nation's

leaders. This provocative exploration not only encourages us to question

widely accepted truths but also compels us to confront the darker aspects of

our past that continue to shape contemporary American society. Engaging

and meticulously researched, this book invites you to reconsider the legacy

of the U.S. and to explore the profound complexities of its history, making it

a must-read for anyone eager to understand the intricate tapestry of

American identity.
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About the author

Oliver Stone is a renowned American filmmaker, screenwriter, and

producer, celebrated for his provocative and often controversial works that

explore the complexities of history and politics. Born on September 15,

1946, in New York City, Stone served in the Vietnam War, an experience

that profoundly influenced his perspective on war and its consequences,

reflected in several of his films such as "Platoon" and "Born on the Fourth of

July." Over his prolific career, he has received multiple Academy Awards

and accolades for his unflinching portrayals of historical events and figures,

utilizing his cinematic craft to challenge mainstream narratives and

encourage critical discourse. In "The Untold History of The United States,"

Stone applies his distinctive voice to reexamine pivotal moments in

American history, offering insights often overlooked by traditional

historians.
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Chapter 1 Summary: WORLD WAR I:
Wilson vs. Lenin

The first chapter of "The Untold History of The United States" by Oliver

 Stone explores the intersection of ideology, politics, and international

conflict during and after World War I, particularly focusing on the

contrasting visions of President Woodrow Wilson and Russian leader

Vladimir Lenin. 

1. The 1912 election brought Wilson to power amidst a competitive

four-party system, where his views on sovereignty, race, and governance

reflected a complex blend of Southern traditions and conservative British

thought. Wilson’s presidency was marked by actions that often contradicted

his stated ideals, leading to a greater degree of U.S. interventionism in

foreign affairs.

2. Wilson's presidency was characterized by an obsession with maintaining

American trade interests abroad, especially in Mexico, where U.S. economic

interests thrived under the dictatorship of Porfirio Díaz. However, Wilson's

refusal to recognize the new Mexican government after Madero's overthrow

led to military interventions that highlighted his paternalistic attitudes

toward Latin America.

3. The assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand precipitated the Great
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War, revealing Europe's deep-seated imperial rivalries and nationalist

tensions. Despite initial optimism that war might be a relic of the past,

millions of men marched off to fight, fueled by national pride and a

misguided sense of righteousness.

4. Despite widespread sentiments for neutrality in the United States,

economic interests aligned it with the Allies. By 1916, American banks had

extended significant loans to the Allies, which influenced U.S. policy and

swayed public opinion in favor of intervention despite Wilson's repeated

assertions of neutrality.

5. The sinking of the Lusitania changed public sentiment dramatically,

pushing Wilson toward a more interventionist stance as he sought to ensure

a voice at the peace negotiations post-war. Despite campaigning on “keeping

us out of war,” the realities of international politics and economic interests

led Wilson to request a declaration of war in April 1917.

6. Wilson's vision post-war was encapsulated in his Fourteen Points,

emphasizing self-determination and the establishment of the League of

Nations. However, these ideals clashed with the more punitive and

nationalistic aims of Allied leaders eager for retribution against Germany,

severely undermining Wilson's efforts.

7. Lenin's rise in Russia, advocating for worldwide revolution, presented a
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direct challenge to Wilson’s vision of democracy and capitalism, leading to

U.S. military interventions in the Russian Civil War, further complicating

international relations and deepening anti-communist sentiment.

8. Domestically, while wartime propaganda aimed to unify American

opinion, it also suppressed dissent. Legislative actions such as the Espionage

and Sedition Acts curtailed civil liberties, fostering an environment of fear

and repression against perceived anti-American sentiments.

9. The war's conclusion and subsequent peace treaties revealed the tension

between Wilsonian ideals and geopolitical realities, as many of Wilson's

points were dismissed in favor of punitive measures that sowed the seeds of

future conflict in Germany and Europe.

10. In the aftermath of the war, Wilson's inability to garner national support

for the Treaty of Versailles highlighted the public's disillusionment with the

war, reflecting a broader crisis of faith in democracy and human progress,

which would paint the backdrop of American society in the interwar years.

Through these reflections, Stone articulates the complexities of U.S. foreign

policy decision-making and its domestic repercussions, emphasizing the

contradictions between vision and practice in shaping the early 20th century

American narrative.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The tension between ideals and realities illustrates the

challenges of leadership.

Critical Interpretation: As you navigate your own life, consider how

often the ideals you hold may clash with the harsh realities you face.

Just as Wilson's grand visions of democracy were often undermined

by geopolitical currents, your aspirations can be met with unexpected

challenges. This reminder urges you to stay resilient and adaptable, to

recognize that achieving your dreams may require compromise and a

nuanced understanding of the world around you. Embrace the

complexity of your path, just as history reveals the multifaceted nature

of human endeavor, and let this inspire you to persist, even when the

idealistic goals you set seem distant.
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Chapter 2 Summary: THE NEW DEAL:
“I Welcome Their Hatred”

In Chapter 2 of "The Untold History of the United States," Oliver Stone

 delves into Franklin Delano Roosevelt's initial presidency during an era

characterized by profound challenges and overwhelming public despair as

the nation grappled with the Great Depression. The chapter poignantly

contrasts the optimism of the early 1920s, following World War I, with the

stark reality Roosevelt faced in 1933—marked by a staggering 25%

unemployment rate, widespread poverty, and the collapse of the banking

system.

1. The Climate of Despair: In 1933, the U.S. was amidst the worst

 economic downturn in its history. Conditions spurred widespread

discontent, with Americans hoping for change as Roosevelt assumed office.

The public sentiment was encapsulated in an editorial from The New York

Times, highlighting a national eagerness for restoration and optimism.

2. Roosevelt’s Boldness and Initial Actions: Roosevelt’s inaugural

 address frames the direction of his presidency, famously asserting that "the

only thing we have to fear is fear itself." He swiftly moving to address

banking crises, implementing a national bank holiday that aimed to stabilize

the financial sector temporarily. Furthermore, he initiated the Emergency

Banking Act, penned mainly by bankers, and restored public confidence
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with his first fireside chat.

3. New Deal Legislation: Roosevelt outlined a series of ambitious

 programs known collectively as the New Deal, which included the

establishment of the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) and the National

Recovery Administration (NRA). These initiatives aimed at lifting the nation

out of economic despair while also invoking some criticism for suspending

antitrust laws—sparking debates among political circles about the risks of

emerging authoritarianism and centralized economic planning.

4. The Roar of Opposition: The New Deal encountered backlash,

 primarily from conservative elements in banking and business who viewed

Roosevelt's initiatives as threats to capitalism and personal liberties. This

pushback culminated with the formation of the American Liberty League,

which vowed to combat what they deemed radical leftist policies.

5. Congressional Dynamics and Electoral Power Shift: Roosevelt’s

 policies initially restored governmental trust and led to a massive success

for the Democratic Party in the midterm elections of 1934, significantly

dissolving the Republican opposition and bolstering Roosevelt’s influence.

6. Radical Reform Movements: A broad spectrum of radical

 ideas—including proposals from figures like Upton Sinclair and Huey

Long—captured the populist imagination, further illustrating the demand for
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systematic reforms. These ideas were fueled by the visible success of the

Soviet Union during the same period, which was seen as a competing model

to the failed capitalist systems.

7. Enduring Social Struggles: The chapter also highlights how economic

 hardship disproportionately affected marginalized communities, particularly

African Americans, whose unemployment rates soared amidst the

Depression. Many turned to the Communist Party as a means of pursuing

justice and workers’ rights, broadening the labor movement's support base.

8. Divided Loyalty and Isolationism: In a time when America was still

 licking its wounds from the Great War, isolationist sentiments were also

growing in response to foreign conflicts, with many Americans warily

observing the rise of fascism in Europe. Tensions mounted, as evidenced by

the evolving dynamics of American foreign policy amidst growing global

threats.

9. Shift in Governance and the Coming Challenges: As Roosevelt

 coalesced support, his administration faced considerable challenges moving

forward, including aggressive opposition from right-wing forces and internal

debates about the efficacy of New Deal programs amid economic

fluctuations. The political environment foreshadowed difficulties in

sustaining progressive policies, particularly as anxiety around international

relations intensified with the looming shadows of World War II.
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Through Stone’s examination, the chapter captures not just Roosevelt’s bold

steps, but also paints a picture of the societal undercurrents that shaped the

era—where fear, hope, and growing political complexity intertwined against

the backdrop of one of the most transformative periods in modern American

history.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Roosevelt's Boldness and Initial Actions

Critical Interpretation: Imagine stepping into a world gripped by

despair, where every news headline seems to echo the hopelessness

surrounding you. Now picture a leader who, with unwavering resolve,

stands before a nation and declares that 'the only thing we have to fear

is fear itself.' This fearless proclamation from Franklin Delano

Roosevelt during his inaugural address can ignite a powerful spark

within you. It invites you to confront your own fears rather than allow

them to paralyze you. Just as Roosevelt swiftly enacted the national

bank holiday to restore confidence, you too can take bold actions in

your life, confronting challenges head-on with optimism and courage.

Embracing this mindset can inspire you to rise above obstacles, push

through uncertainty, and inspire others to find hope even in the darkest

of times.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Chapter 3: WORLD WAR II:
Who Really Defeated Germany?

In the third chapter of "The Untold History of The United States," titled

 "WORLD WAR II: Who Really Defeated Germany?", Oliver Stone presents

a critical reevaluation of World War II, framing it as one of the bloodiest

conflicts with vast implications for global power dynamics. The chapter

begins by noting the stark contrast in perspectives regarding the war; while

many Americans nostalgically refer to World War II as the "good war," the

rest of the world remembers it as a catastrophic event that resulted in over 60

million deaths.

1. War's Origins and Escalation: The seeds of World War II were sown

 in earlier global conflicts and power struggles. Key moments included

Japan's militaristic expansion into China in 1931 and the subsequent rise of

fascism in Europe. Hitler's rise to power and the formation of the Axis

coalition between Germany, Italy, and Japan marked a turning point that led

to aggressive military campaigns in Europe and Asia.
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Chapter 4 Summary: THE BOMB:
The Tragedy of a Small Man

In Chapter 4 of "The Untold History of the United States" by Oliver Stone,

 the author delves into the complexities and moral quandaries associated

with the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Central to the

discussion is the perspective of Paul Fussell, a young lieutenant who

expressed relief at the bomb's deployment, believing it would save American

lives. However, the narrative quickly unfolds to reveal a much grimmer and

complicated reality surrounding the use of atomic bombs during World War

II.

1. The U.S. military strategy primarily focused on defeating Nazi Germany

first, with President Roosevelt advocating for an Europe-first approach to

combat the Axis powers. The U.S.'s commitment to the Pacific theater grew

only after severe losses, leading to pivotal victories in battles like Midway

and the adoption of island-hopping strategies.

2. The exploration and theoretical foundation of atomic energy had roots in

early scientific discoveries by renowned physicists. However, as fear of a

potential German atomic bomb escalated during the war, scientists like Leo

Szilard and Albert Einstein urged the U.S. government to initiate an atomic

research program, fearing that Nazi Germany would harness this powerful

weapon.
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3. After a slow start in atomic research, the Manhattan Project—a massive

scientific initiative—was initiated, aiming to develop the atomic bomb.

Though plagued by disagreements between military and scientific leaders,

the project successfully reached its goal by 1945, culminating in the first

sustained nuclear chain reaction, which many scientists instinctively

understood heralded profound dangers.

4. The political landscape surrounding the bomb's use was fraught with

tension, with Roosevelt's eventual successor, Harry Truman, inheriting the

decision of whether or not to use the bomb. Truman was briefed on the

bomb's overwhelming power, leading him to perceive it as a means to

expedite Japan's surrender without Soviet involvement.

5. As the war in the Pacific neared its end, U.S. leaders were aware that

Japan was already significantly weakened and considering surrender.

However, they maintained an aggressive stance, demonstrating the atomic

bomb to assert U.S. power globally and deter Soviet influence.

6. On August 6, 1945, the U.S. dropped the first atomic bomb on Hiroshima,

killing tens of thousands and obliterating the city, followed by a second over

Nagasaki that produced similar devastation. Despite criticisms and growing

doubts among military leaders about the necessity and morality of using

such weapons, public opinion largely supported their deployment as a means
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to end the war.

7. The aftermath of the bombings led to a complex mix of reactions. While

some leaders viewed the bombings as necessary, many military officials

argued that Japan was already on the brink of surrender, and thus its use was

not only unnecessary but morally indefensible. The harshness of the

bombings prompted an ethical reevaluation and sparked fears about fueling

future nuclear arms races.

8. Ultimately, credibility and peace in the postwar world hung in the

balance. The bombings initiated an era defined by nuclear brinkmanship

between the United States and the Soviet Union, with long-lasting societal

and political implications as humanity faced the unprecedented extent of

destruction that nuclear weapons could unleash.

In summary, Stone's chapter examines not just the decisions made by U.S.

leadership during World War II, but the broader implications of those

decisions, which resonate significantly in modern discussions regarding

nuclear weapons and military ethics.
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Chapter 5 Summary: THE COLD WAR:
Who Started It?

The Cold War, an era of geopolitical tension between the United States and

 the Soviet Union, is often viewed as a complex and obscured chapter in

history, one that may bemuse future generations similarly to how the Thirty

Years War perplexes us today. The causes for this conflict might seem trivial

in hindsight compared to the catastrophic consequences, which included

near-apocalyptic threats from nuclear warfare.

1. The ideological divide at the onset of the Cold War centered around two

competing visions: the "American Century," heralded by Henry Luce, which

envisaged U.S. global hegemony, and Henry Wallace's alternative vision of a

"Century of the Common Man," promoting global cooperation and peace.

The devastation of World War II intensified the stakes; while the United

States emerged economically robust, the Soviet Union's losses were

profound—over 20 million lives and extensive destruction.

2. The power dynamics post-war set the stage for escalating tensions. The

U.S. emerged with vast economic resources and atomic capabilities, while

the Soviets suffered unimaginable losses and devastation. U.S. officials,

particularly Secretary of State James Byrnes, attempted to use the atomic

monopoly to pressure Soviet compliance on various geopolitical fronts, but

this aggressive posture ultimately backfired.
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3. The cancellation of wartime aid to the Soviet Union sowed further

discord, culminating in an increasing distrust between the two superpowers.

Notably, figures like Henry Stimson advocated for conciliation and

highlighted the need for a cooperative world order. Yet, internal political

battles in the U.S. government shifted toward a more hostile approach.

4. The splintering of viewpoints within the U.S. leadership added to the

instability. Wallace, who pushed for collaboration with the Soviets, found

himself sidelined. His views advocating for a world devoid of atomic

weapons and based on mutual trust were increasingly drowned out by those

advocating for aggression and militarization. As tensions mounted, the U.S.

further fortified its military stance, leading to an arms race that produced not

just conventional arms but also a distressing focus on nuclear capabilities.

5. The Truman Doctrine symbolized a significant shift in U.S. foreign policy

as it pledged to support nations against subjugation by hostile forces. This

doctrine marked the embrace of a more interventionist role in global affairs

and sparked a series of events that turned localized conflicts into proxy wars

fueled by Cold War ideologies.

6. The emergence of NATO underscored a commitment to militarization,

serving as a tangible counterweight to Soviet influence. The U.S. employed

a model of 'containment', further driving a wedge between the superpowers,
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despite growing evidence that the Soviet Union lacked the capacity or intent

for global domination that U.S. leaders attributed to it.

7. The political tone within the U.S. shifted dramatically as anti-communist

sentiments gained traction, paralleling fears of the domino effect of

communism spreading. The internal purges of suspected communists

epitomized the broader cultural anxieties, transforming dissent into a

national security threat.

8. Global developments continued to exacerbate tensions, with events such

as the division of Germany and the conflict in Korea marking critical

flashpoints. Meanwhile, the U.S. interventionist approach, coupled with a

reluctance to accommodate legitimate Soviet interests in Eastern Europe,

entrenched divisions rather than fostering diplomatic relations.

9. The changing dynamics in the Middle East further complicated

geopolitical interactions, with the U.S. balancing support for Israel against

apprehensions about Arab nationalisms and oil interests. The contradiction

between American democratic ideals and realpolitik led to ongoing

instability in this volatile region.

10. Ultimately, the post-war period laid a foundation for a long and

contentious Cold War, marred by an arms race, proxy conflicts, and a deeply

divided international order. As the U.S. moved towards overt confrontation
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with the USSR, the vision of cooperation and peace championed by figures

like Wallace was tragically eclipsed, leading to decades of entrenched rivalry

and conflict. 

The Cold War, thus framed in its complexities and myriad influences, invites

a critical examination of how international relations can spiral into

misunderstandings and hostilities, urging contemporary leaders to remain

vigilant against repeating such histories.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Importance of Visionary Leadership and Cooperation

Critical Interpretation: Imagine a world where leaders courageously

choose collaboration over animosity, just like Henry Wallace

advocated for a 'Century of the Common Man.' Reflect on how you

can embody this principle in your own life—not just in grand political

arenas, but in your daily interactions. Whether at work, in your

community, or within your family, aspire to foster understanding and

goodwill rather than division. Engage in conversations that bridge

differences and promote empathy. This chapter reminds you that the

path to a better future often relies on the courage to pursue harmony,

even in the face of fear and hostility. Allow this insight to inspire you

to be a beacon of collaboration, paving the way for a more united and

peaceful existence in your corner of the world.
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Chapter 6: EISENHOWER:
A Not So Pretty Picture

In Chapter 6 of "The Untold History of The United States," titled

 "Eisenhower: A Not So Pretty Picture," Oliver Stone explores the complex

geopolitical landscape in the aftermath of World War II and the beginning of

the Cold War, focusing on the tenure of President Dwight D. Eisenhower.

1. The chapter begins with the death of Soviet Premier Josef Stalin on March

5, 1953, a pivotal moment that brought a mixture of shock and hope. In the

Soviet Union, Stalin was revered despite his brutality, and his successors,

including Georgi Malenkov, sought to ease tensions with the capitalist West.

The question loomed whether Eisenhower and his Secretary of State John

Foster Dulles would accept the new détente.

2. Following World War II, the U.S. expanded its atomic arsenal from a mere

ten bombs to hundreds by the early 1950s, with the air force emerging as a

pivotal component of military strategy. Lieutenant General Curtis LeMay

advocated a plan for massive atomic bombardment targeted at Soviet cities,
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Chapter 7 Summary: JFK:
“The Most Dangerous Moment in Human History”

Chapter 7 of "The Untold History of The United States" by Oliver Stone

 focuses on the intense period surrounding the Cuban Missile Crisis and how

leaders from the United States and the Soviet Union navigated the perilous

path toward potential nuclear war. 

1. In October 1962, the Cold War reached its zenith as the world stood on

the brink of nuclear annihilation. The Cuban Missile Crisis served as the

focal point of this heightened tension, where the U.S. and the Soviet Union

had nuclear weapons poised against each other. The common narrative

praises John F. Kennedy and Nikita Khrushchev for their statesmanship

during the crisis. However, the reality reveals that both leaders' power to

steer the course of events was limited, and their actions would have

far-reaching implications for humanity's survival.

2. JFK and Khrushchev shared a remarkable personal history, both coming

from humble beginnings and traumatic experiences from World War II,

which shaped their aversion to war. Eisenhower’s approach to the Cold War

and Khrushchev's desire to reduce military spending in favor of improving

the Soviet people's standard of living illustrated a sincere desire to find

peaceful resolutions.
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3. The successful launch of the Soviet satellite Sputnik in 1957 jolted the

United States and contributed to fears of a growing "missile gap." Sputnik

marked a technological awakening that undermined American confidence,

igniting a national panic regarding the possibility of the Soviet Union

achieving military supremacy.

4. The early years following the missile launch saw the emergence of

paranoia surrounding Soviet nuclear capabilities, prompting a significant

escalation in U.S. defense spending and military preparedness. Misestimates

regarding Soviet military strength only exacerbated the situation.

5. Kennedy’s presidency witnessed a military buildup and interventions in

various nations, including Cuba, where Fidel Castro’s rise to power thwarted

American interests. Eisenhower's strategy of supporting anti-communist

regimes established a dangerous precedent that shaped U.S. foreign policy.

6. The Cuban Missile Crisis unfolded dramatically as U.S. intelligence

discovered Soviet missiles in Cuba. Kennedy's response was characterized

by a careful balancing act: to confront the Soviets without triggering a

nuclear war. His decision to impose a naval blockade instead of launching an

attack was met with military opposition but ultimately proved prescient.

7. Throughout the crisis, tensions escalated dramatically with

near-catastrophic confrontations, including a close encounter involving a
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Soviet submarine armed with nuclear weapons. A key moment that could

have initiated nuclear conflict was averted when a Soviet officer refused to

launch retaliatory missiles.

8. The resolution of the Cuban Missile Crisis highlighted the fragility of

global nuclear politics. Khrushchev’s decision to back down was influenced

by fears surrounding the potential destruction that could follow a nuclear

exchange. 

9. Despite the conclusion of the immediate crisis, the underlying tensions

endured, leading both superpowers to reassess their approaches to nuclear

diplomacy. The crisis opened pathways toward dialogues about nuclear arms

control, highlighted by notable proposals for treaties aimed at reducing

nuclear tests.

10. Kennedy's now-famous speech at the American University articulated a

vision for a genuine peace not merely enforced by military might but

grounded in understanding and collective humanity. The subsequent Partial

Nuclear Test Ban Treaty in 1963 marked a significant, albeit tentative, step

toward reducing the threat of nuclear war.

11. Ultimately, the tensions of the Cuban Missile Crisis led to strategic shifts

in U.S. foreign policy and relations with the Soviet Union, with a lingering

focus on the complex interplay of military readiness, ethical responsibility,
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and the push for a more peaceful coexistence in an age defined by the

shadow of nuclear weapons. 

The chapter argues that the existential stakes of the Cold War forced leaders

to confront the realities of human survival and the need for lasting peace.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The fragility of global nuclear politics and the necessity for

diplomatic understanding

Critical Interpretation: As you reflect on the Cuban Missile Crisis

detailed in Chapter 7 of Oliver Stone's 'The Untold History of The

United States,' consider how the near-catastrophe of nuclear war

ignited a harsh realization about the fragility of peace. This pivotal

moment serves as a reminder that in your own life, diplomacy and

understanding can prevent conflicts before they escalate. When faced

with difficult conversations or relationships, remember the lessons

learned by JFK and Khrushchev: that sometimes, opting for dialogue

and empathy over aggression can lead us toward resolution and shared

humanity. Your willingness to listen and engage, rather than react, can

pave the way for harmony in your own circles, fostering a world less

defined by fear and more by mutual respect.
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Chapter 8 Summary: LBJ:
Empire Derailed

In Chapter 8 of "The Untold History of The United States" by Oliver Stone,

 the tumultuous era of Lyndon B. Johnson's presidency unfolds in the wake

of John F. Kennedy's assassination. The chapter begins with significant

reactions from world leaders, highlighting the fragility of peace and the

unpredictability of political dynamics. Fidel Castro expressed concern over

the implications of Kennedy's death, fearing that Cuba might be scapegoated

for the assassination. Nikita Khrushchev, devastated by the news, signaled

the depth of the Cold War's complexity and vulnerability.

1. Johnson's Personal and Political Background: Johnson, a Texas

 native and skilled politician, differed starkly from Kennedy. He quickly

made it known that he intended to take a strong stance in Vietnam,

overriding Kennedy’s more moderate approach that focused on social

reform. His infamous “Johnson Treatment”—a method of relentless

persuasion—was characteristic of his leadership style, driven by insecurities

and a robust anti-Communist stance. Johnson's belief that America must

project strength shaped his presidency, and he was determined not to appear

weak by losing Vietnam, fearing the political ramifications of being labeled

a coward.

2. Escalation in Vietnam: Within days of taking office, Johnson
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 prepared for increased military involvement in Vietnam, signaling a shift in

U.S. policy. National Security Action Memorandum (NSAM) 273 signaled a

hands-on approach, disregarding earlier plans for troop withdrawal. As

conditions in Vietnam deteriorated, Johnson rejected warnings about the

situation, prioritizing military actions over diplomatic solutions. The chapter

highlights how Johnson's oversight of intelligence further isolated him from

reality and led to misguided military escalation.

3. Public Messaging versus Reality: Despite an uptick in troop

 deployments and aggressive military tactics—such as Operation Rolling

Thunder—Johnson maintained a facade of restraint, declaring he would not

send U.S. troops to fight far from home. This misleading narrative played

well with the public but belied the growing commitment to a protracted

conflict. Promises of peace contradicted the reality of increased military

action in Vietnam—notably the controversial Gulf of Tonkin incident, which

was manipulated to justify a military escalation.

4. Growing Opposition and the Antiwar Movement: As casualties

 mounted and the war turned increasingly brutal, serious opposition began to

surface both within the U.S. and globally. Public sentiment shifted with

significant protests nationwide, peaking with increasingly large

demonstrations at universities and in cities. The opposition was bolstered by

revelations of U.S. covert operations, including surveillance and

misinformation campaigns aimed at discrediting antiwar activists, revealing
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an aggressive and paranoid response from the Johnson administration.

5. Deterioration of Internal and External Political Relations: As dissent

 flowed from various factions of American society, including civil rights

leaders and the youth, Johnson’s administration faced mounting pressures.

Key advisors like Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara began expressing

doubts about the effectiveness of the war strategy. This dissent reached a

breaking point, culminating in the Tet Offensive in 1968, which was a

military setback for the U.S. but served as a profound political blow,

showcasing that the war was far from winnable.

6. Latin America’s Turmoil and U.S. Policy: Johnson's foreign policy

 extended beyond Vietnam. It involved a strategic focus on Latin America,

where U.S. actions often destabilized democratically elected governments.

Interventions in countries like Brazil and the Dominican Republic

exemplified the administration's embrace of military-backed regimes over

reformist alternatives. This reflected a broader Cold War strategy of

supporting anti-Communist regimes regardless of their democratic

legitimacy.

7. The Accumulation of Consequences: As Johnson escalated

 commitments abroad, domestic unrest simmered, leading to a fracturing of

American society along racial and political lines. The chapter closes on a

somber note, as Johnson's political fate became intertwined with the war’s
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unpopularity, ultimately leading him to forgo a re-election bid. The impact

of Vietnam and Johnson's policies would resonate through American

consciousness, embodying the complexities and contradictions of U.S.

actions both at home and abroad.

In conclusion, Chapter 8 serves as a detailed examination of Johnson's

presidency, illustrating how decisions made in the name of national security

led to profound consequences both in Vietnam and across the globe. It raises

critical questions about the balance between military engagement and the

preservation of democracy, underscoring the historical patterns of U.S.

foreign policy that often favored short-term victories over long-term stability

and justice.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Chapter 9: NIXON AND KISSINGER:
The “Madman” and the “Psychopath”

In Chapter 9 of "The Untold History of the United States" by Oliver Stone,

 the complex and often contentious relationship between Richard Nixon and

Henry Kissinger is explored, illuminating their dual legacy of achieving

some diplomatic successes while also engaging in ruthlessly aggressive

foreign policies.

1. Character Dynamics: Nixon and Kissinger were an unlikely pair in

 high office, marked by mutual contempt despite their shared vision of the

United States as a global hegemon. Kissinger often described Nixon as a

"madman," while Nixon disparaged Kissinger derogatorily. Their

relationship was marked by conflict over credit for victories in foreign

policy and a disconnect regarding the morality of their strategies.

2. Vision of American Power: Both men viewed the U.S. not just as a

 nation but as a force with a universal mandate to shape the world,

reminiscent of Woodrow Wilson's ideals of American exceptionalism.
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Chapter 10 Summary: COLLAPSE OF DETENTE:
Darkness at Noon

In Chapter 10 titled "Collapse of Détente: Darkness at Noon" from Oliver

 Stone's "The Untold History of The United States," the author critically

examines the presidency of Jimmy Carter and the subsequent geopolitical

shifts that marked the end of détente, a period of eased tensions between the

United States and the Soviet Union.

1. Jimmy Carter's Legacy as an Ex-President: Although hailed as potentially

the best ex-president in U.S. history for his humanitarian efforts and

advocacy for democracy globally, Carter's presidency was marred by

disappointing actions and low approval ratings. His early commitment to

human rights paradoxically set the stage for more severe policies enacted by

Ronald Reagan, which reignited Cold War tensions and led to countless

suffering across various nations.

2. Economic Strain Post-Vietnam: The resignation of Nixon and U.S.

withdrawal from Vietnam created an environment for introspection. Gerald

Ford's administration mismanaged these reflections by retaining Henry

Kissinger as a key advisor while facing economic troubles stemming from

an oil crisis due to OPEC's retaliatory actions against U.S. support for Israel.

3. The Fall of South Vietnam: Ford's presidency coincided with the collapse
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of South Vietnam. The rapid surrender of South Vietnamese forces

following the withdrawal of American military presence led to chaotic

scenes and highlighted America's inability to support its allies effectively.

Despite earlier commitments to aid, the U.S. imposed an embargo on

Vietnam, marking a hypocritical stance amidst its perceived failure to

maintain a morally justified foreign policy.

4. Conservative Shift: Following Nixon’s ouster, conservatives in the

Republican Party sought to dismantle the established intelligence

frameworks that were perceived as soft on communism. Team B, a group

promoting a hardline stance against the Soviets, exploited this opportunity to

amplify fears of a Soviet threat, leading to an intensified anti-détente

sentiment.

5. The Rise of Ronald Reagan: The growing right-wing fervor and

dissatisfaction with Ford’s moderate policies paved the way for Reagan, who

utilized intense rhetoric against détente, further shifting the U.S. foreign

policy landscape toward aggressive confrontation with the Soviets.

6. Carter's Ascendancy: Coming to the presidency with a populist message

of change, Carter aimed to reshape U.S. foreign policy but lacked

experience. Influenced by the Trilateral Commission and various hawkish

advisors, he struggled to establish a coherent approach, oscillating between

advocating human rights while simultaneously supporting oppressive
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regimes that aligned with U.S. geopolitical interests, exemplified in his

relationship with the shah of Iran.

7. The Iranian Revolution: Carter’s supportive stance towards the shah of

Iran backfired spectacularly when rising discontent led to his ousting. The

resultant hostage crisis significantly affected U.S. perceptions of strength

and vulnerability, contributing to a narrative of American decline.

8. Central America and Afghanistan: Carter faced revolutionary movements

in Central America, where his administration opted to restore military aid to

repressive regimes contrary to earlier promises of non-intervention.

Meanwhile, in Afghanistan, escalating U.S. intervention culminated in

support for the mujahideen against a pro-Soviet government, a decision

believing it would weaken Soviet power but ultimately entangling the U.S.

in a long-term conflict.

9. The Carter Doctrine: As the situation in Afghanistan escalated, Carter

proclaimed a doctrine emphasizing the strategic importance of the Persian

Gulf, equating any outside intervention with a direct threat to U.S. interests

and setting the stage for military engagements that defined future American

foreign policy.

Through these observations, Stone critiques the political and moral missteps

of the U.S. leadership during this transformative period, showcasing how
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decisions made during Carter’s presidency reshaped global dynamics and set

the stage for the resurgence of confrontational policies in the following

decades. The chapter provides a nuanced exploration of the complexities of

foreign policy, particularly how domestic and global pressures interact to

shape historical outcomes.
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Chapter 11 Summary: THE REAGAN YEARS:
Death Squads for Democracy

In Chapter 11 of "The Untold History of The United States," titled "The

 Reagan Years: Death Squads for Democracy," Oliver Stone critically

examines the complexities and contradictions of Ronald Reagan's

presidency, particularly in the context of foreign policy during the Cold War.

Reagan's presidency is framed against pivotal moments, notably his famous

call to tear down the Berlin Wall, reflecting a broader narrative about

freedom and democracy. However, Stone questions whether Reagan's

administrations genuinely upheld these values, suggesting a darker reality

beneath the surface.

1. Image Versus Reality: Reagan is often celebrated as a heroic figure

 who played a key role in ending the Cold War, yet Stone illustrates a less

flattering picture. The image of Reagan as a charismatic leader contrasts

starkly with his administration's actions, including engagement with brutal

dictators and support for covert operations that violated human rights.

2. Intellectual Shortcomings: The chapter details Reagan's notable lack

 of curiosity and comprehension regarding international relations. With

anecdotes from those close to him, it becomes clear that Reagan, despite his

good intentions, was often out of his depth—dozing off during important

briefings and struggling to grasp critical issues.
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3. The Influence of Advisors: The void created by Reagan's

 disengagement allowed a range of advisors, including Vice President

George H.W. Bush and others with ties to the military-industrial complex, to

shape a hawkish foreign policy agenda. Their inclination toward covert

operations often steered America into morally questionable waters,

supporting authoritarian regimes labeled as "authoritarian" rather than

"totalitarian."

4. Support for Repressive Regimes: A key theme is the U.S. support for

 brutal right-wing governments in Latin America, particularly in Guatemala

and El Salvador, where U.S.-backed forces committed egregious human

rights violations. The rhetoric of anti-communism justified these actions,

which were directly opposed to the principles of democracy and human

rights that Reagan publicly espoused.

5. Covert Operations and Human Rights Abuses: The narrative reveals

 the Reagan administration's endorsement of death squads in Central

America under the guise of combating communism. Operations supported

by the U.S. led to widespread atrocities, including the massacre of civilians

in El Salvador and Guatemala, revealing a hypocrisy in American foreign

policy.

6. Proxy Wars and Military Strategy: The chapter discusses how
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 Reagan exploited global economic downturns to pursue aggressive

anti-communist policies, viewing crises in Central America and abroad as

opportunities to undermine leftist governments. This policy included

supporting the Nicaraguan Contras, a group known for horrific violence, yet

publicly portrayed as "freedom fighters."

7. The Arms Race and Nuclear Tensions: Reagan's defense policies

 escalated tensions with the Soviet Union, culminating in a renewed arms

race. While he portrayed a commitment to peace, his administration's

military buildup and aggressive posturing contributed to global anxiety over

nuclear conflict.

8. Diplomatic Engagement and Its Challenges: Despite a hostile start,

 relationships with Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev evolved, highlighting

the potential for disarmament. However, Reagan's commitment to the

Strategic Defense Initiative—a plan for missile defense—hindered

meaningful negotiations.

9. The Legacy of Deception: The chapter culminates in a discussion of

 the Iran-Contra scandal, detailing how the Reagan administration engaged

in illegal arms dealings to fund the Nicaraguan Contras, circumventing

congressional authority. This culminated in a controversy that exposed the

depths of executive overreach and the administration's ethical failings.
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In conclusion, Stone paints a portrait of the Reagan presidency that

challenges conventional narratives of valiant leadership. Rather than a

champion of democracy, Reagan's actions often revealed a alignment with

oppressive regimes and a willingness to engage in morally dubious covert

operations, shaping a legacy fraught with contradictions that continue to

spark debate and reflection.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Image Versus Reality

Critical Interpretation: Understanding that appearances can be

deceptive is a powerful lesson for you in every aspect of life. Just as

Reagan’s charismatic image as a champion of democracy belied his

administration's troubling engagements, you too might encounter

situations where the surface gloss of a person or situation conceals

deeper truths. This chapter challenges you to look beyond facades and

question the narratives presented to you. In your personal decisions

and relationships, striving for authenticity and seeking out the

underlying realities can help you make more informed choices and

create genuine connections.
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Chapter 12: THE COLD
WAR ENDS:
Squandered Opportunities

In Chapter 12 of "The Untold History of The United States" by Oliver Stone,

 titled "The Cold War Ends: Squandered Opportunities," the narrative

unfolds a series of significant political events from the late 1980s through

the early 1990s, ultimately reflecting on how opportunities for lasting peace

were missed amidst rising tensions and the evolution of U.S. foreign policy.

1. As the chapter opens, optimism surges as the Cold War appears to

conclude. In July 1988, a series of peace agreements emerged from

longstanding conflicts in regions such as Afghanistan, Angola, Cambodia,

and Nicaragua. Yasir Arafat’s recognition of Israel in late 1988 signifies a

pivotal shift, which Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev heralded by declaring

the Cold War over. He emphasized disarmament, proposed significant

reductions in Soviet armed forces, and advocated for a UN-led global

ceasefire and cooperative approaches to environmental and economic

challenges.
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Chapter 13 Summary: THE BUSH-CHENEY
DEBACLE:
“The Gates of Hell Are Open in Iraq”

Chapter 13 of "The Untold History of the United States" by Oliver Stone

 explores the tumultuous presidency of George W. Bush, emphasizing the

disastrous implications of the Bush-Cheney administration for both the

United States and the world, particularly concerning the Iraq War. Here’s a

rich summary of the chapter’s key themes and principles.

1. Bush's Historical Reputation: George W. Bush’s presidency, marked

 by blunders and misstatements, saw him rated as one of the worst U.S.

presidents by historians. By the end of his term in 2008, his administration

was critiqued for its handling of international relations and domestic

policies, which left the U.S. economy in shambles and its moral standing

globally significantly tarnished.

2. Post-9/11 Policy Decisions: The aftermath of the September 11 attacks

 led to a significant shift in U.S. foreign policy, where Bush and Cheney

exploited the national tragedy to push a pre-existing neoconservative agenda

that extended beyond combating terrorism. The administration was less

concerned with Al-Qaeda, focusing instead on Iraq as an immediate target,

which contradicted any logical response to the 9/11 attacks.
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3. Manipulation of Intelligence: The chapter details how the Bush

 administration manipulated intelligence and used a fabricated narrative

about weapons of mass destruction (WMD) as a pretext for the Iraq

invasion, despite various warnings from intelligence officers and experts that

no such weapons existed. This manipulation involved presenting unreliable

sources as credible evidence while sidelining warnings from seasoned

officials.

4. Consequences of the Invasion: Instead of achieving a swift victory and

 establishing democracy in Iraq, the invasion led to a protracted conflict,

humanitarian crises, and a power vacuum that fostered violence and

insurgency. The insurrection against U.S. presence turned Iraq into a

battleground for extremist groups, breeding further terrorism rather than

quelling it.

5. Torture and Human Rights Violations: The chapter addresses the

 ethical breaches under the Bush administration, notably the use of torture as

an official method of interrogation, which highlighted a departure from

America's long-held principles of human rights and the rule of law. This

shift not only damaged the U.S.'s international standing but also failed to

yield useful intelligence, with tortured individuals often providing incorrect

or misleading information.

6. Privatization and Economic Exploitation: Following the invasion, the
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 U.S. embarked on a strategy of privatization that allowed foreign

corporations to dominate the rebuilding of Iraq, effectively funneling Iraq’s

oil wealth to multinational companies while neglecting the basic needs of

the local population. This neoliberal approach exacerbated corruption and

left the Iraqi economy in disarray.

7. Escalation of Global Tensions: The chapter outlines how the Bush

 administration's policies alienated allies and heightened tensions with

countries such as Iran and Russia. In his drive to assert American hegemony,

Bush's administration disregarded diplomatic avenues, contributing to a

culture of mistrust on a global scale that persists.

8. Domestic Impact of War and Fear: The war and the political climate

 of fear ushered in by the administration led to significant erosions of civil

liberties through legislation such as the USA PATRIOT Act. Rather than

unite the country, the response to terrorism created divisions and a climate of

suspicion, particularly against Muslim communities in the U.S.

In summary, Chapter 13 of Stone’s narrative encapsulates the catastrophic

missteps of the Bush-Cheney era, revealing the profound and lasting

implications of their foreign and domestic policies on the United States and

the world. The administration's reliance on flawed intelligence, ethical

compromises, and economic exploitation illustrate a significant departure

from democratic norms and human rights, shaping global politics in the
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years that followed. The chapter serves as a cautionary tale of the dangers

inherent in unchecked power and the consequences of militaristic policies in

pursuit of geopolitical objectives.

Key Themes Summary

Bush's Historical
Reputation

George W. Bush rated among the worst U.S. presidents; his term
criticized for failed international relations and a shattered economy.

Post-9/11 Policy
Decisions

Post-9/11, Bush and Cheney shifted to a neoconservative agenda,
targeting Iraq rather than focusing on Al-Qaeda.

Manipulation of
Intelligence

Intelligence was manipulated to fabricate evidence of WMDs to
justify the Iraq invasion; credible warnings were ignored.

Consequences of
the Invasion

Invasion led to protracted conflict, humanitarian crises, and a
power vacuum, fueling violence and terrorism.

Torture and
Human Rights
Violations

The use of torture marked a significant ethical breach, undermining
human rights and failing to produce reliable intelligence.

Privatization and
Economic
Exploitation

Post-invasion privatization favored foreign corporations over local
needs, increasing corruption and economic instability in Iraq.

Escalation of
Global Tensions

Policies alienated allies, increased global tensions, particularly with
Iran and Russia, and fostered distrust internationally.

Domestic Impact
of War and Fear

Legislation like the USA PATRIOT Act eroded civil liberties and
deepened divisions within American society, especially against
Muslims.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Dangers of Manipulating Truth

Critical Interpretation: Reflecting on the Bush administration's

manipulation of intelligence to justify the Iraq War can serve as a

powerful reminder in our own lives about the importance of integrity

and honesty. In a world saturated with information and differing

narratives, the temptation to bend the truth for personal or political

gain can be strong. However, as you navigate your own decisions,

whether in your career or personal relationships, remember that the

pursuit of truth fosters trust and respect. Allow this chapter's lesson to

inspire you to seek clarity, challenge misleading narratives, and

advocate for transparency, thus fostering a more informed and

connected community.
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Chapter 14 Summary: OBAMA:
Managing a Wounded Empire

In Chapter 14 of "The Untold History of the United States," Oliver Stone

 critiques the presidency of Barack Obama amidst the backdrop of a U.S.

empire wrestling with the consequences of its military engagements,

particularly in Afghanistan and Iraq. The chapter opens with a reflection on

the state of the American empire following the events of 9/11 and the costly

wars that followed, which were marked by extensive suffering, economic

strain, and a tarnished international reputation. 

1. A Crumbling Empire: The United States, portrayed as an attractive

 empire in the aftermath of 9/11, is now depicted in a deteriorating state,

burdened by wars, economic disparity, and declining civil liberties. Obama

inherits a chaotic world and faces a monumental task in addressing the

fallout of prior administrations, particularly that of George W. Bush.

2. High Expectations: Obama's ascendancy to the presidency ignited

 hopes among progressives for a revival of principles associated with earlier

democratic leaders like Franklin D. Roosevelt and John F. Kennedy. His

early promises and charismatic campaign rhetoric created expectations of

significant reforms, especially regarding civil liberties and the handling of

economic inequality.
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3. Perpetuating Old Policies: Contrary to the anticipations of his

 supporters, Obama mostly continued the policies of his predecessor. He

reinforced the power of Wall Street, tightened governmental surveillance on

citizens, and failed to dismantle the security apparatus that had grown

unchecked under the Bush administration. Rather than being a

transformative leader, Obama surrounded himself with establishment figures

and maintained the status quo.

4. The Financial Crisis Response: The economic crisis brought on by the

 financial meltdown in 2008 saw Obama opting for a Wall Street-friendly

bailout, enshrined by insiders like Timothy Geithner and Larry Summers.

Instead of addressing the systemic issues that allowed the crisis to unfold,

his administration catered to the interests of large banks and financial

institutions.

5. Economic Disparities: As inequality persisted, corporate profits

 soared while wages for the average worker declined. The chapter highlights

reports indicating that, during Obama’s tenure, a disproportionate share of

economic recovery benefited the wealthiest, contrasting sharply with the

increasing economic struggles faced by middle and lower-income

Americans.

6. Military Engagements: The chapter discusses Obama’s foreign

 policies, particularly his military strategies, which included the expanded
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use of drone warfare in Pakistan and beyond. These tactics, initially framed

as precision strikes against terrorists, often resulted in collateral damage and

increased anti-American sentiments.

7. Failures in Afghanistan: As Obama escalated U.S. troop presence in

 Afghanistan, the challenges of nation-building and corruption in the Afghan

government remained formidable. Despite efforts to stabilize the country

through military means, U.S. interventions did not yield the desired

outcomes, leading to growing local resentment and insurgent violence.

8. Deteriorating Global Influence: America’s global standing suffered as

 a result of its military actions and its perceived hypocrisy in promoting

democracy while supporting oppressive regimes. Internationally, countries

across the Middle East and Latin America began to distance themselves

from U.S. influence, illustrating the waning power of the American empire.

9. Increased Criticism and Discontent: As public dissent grew over

 continued military engagements, especially among American cities

suffering economically, pressures mounted on the government to withdraw

troops and redirect funds to address domestic issues. Among these voices

were mayors and local leaders advocating for a reconsideration of foreign

policy priorities.

10. A Shifting Geopolitical Landscape: The narrative emphasizes the
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 emergence of China as a formidable competitor, illustrating how U.S.

policies inadvertently contributed to its rise. With a strategy to

counterbalance Chinese influence, the U.S. initiated military endeavors in

Asia while neglecting pressing domestic concerns.

In summary, Chapter 14 of "The Untold History of the United States"

presents a critical view of the Obama administration as one that, instead of

enacting meaningful change, largely sustained the militaristic and economic

practices of previous administrations, resulting in continued domestic and

international challenges for the U.S.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Recognizing the Cycle of Power and Accountability

Critical Interpretation: Chapter 14 urges you to reflect on the nature of

leadership and the importance of holding those in power accountable.

It inspires you to demand genuine change and not settle for mere

rhetoric that perpetuates the status quo. In your own life, this can

motivate you to challenge complacency, both within your community

and in broader societal structures. When you encounter leaders or

systems that fail to deliver real progress or uphold the values they

promise, your awareness can drive you to become an active participant

in shaping a more equitable world, reminding you that real change

begins with vigilance and courage.
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