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The Visit Summary
A Dark Tale of Revenge and Morality.
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About the book

In Maurice Valency's riveting play "The Visit," the haunting tale of revenge

unfolds within the somber backdrop of a small, impoverished town, where

the arrival of a wealthy, enigmatic woman disrupts the fragile equilibrium of

its inhabitants. As Claire Zachanassian, now a billionaire with a tumultuous

past, returns to confront the man who wronged her decades ago, the

townspeople are faced with a compelling moral dilemma: how far will they

go to secure their own survival when confronted with greed, betrayal, and

the desire for retribution? Valency masterfully weaves themes of justice,

human nature, and the allure of wealth, inviting readers to reflect on the

corrupting influence of money and the depths of human morality, making

this an essential read for anyone fascinated by the complexities of social

ethics and the darker corners of the human experience.
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About the author

Maurice Valency was a prominent American playwright, critic, and scholar,

best known for his insightful adaptations of classic works and his ability to

capture the intricate dynamics of human relationships. Born in 1903 in New

York City, Valency's academic background in literature and his experiences

as a theatre practitioner informed his rich contributions to the arts,

particularly his adept handling of themes such as morality, betrayal, and the

complexities of the human condition. His literary career encompassed

various genres, but he is particularly celebrated for his adaptations of

international plays, which introduced audiences to the nuances of European

theatre. Valency's passion for storytelling and his keen analytical skills not

only garnered him critical acclaim but also a lasting impact on the theatrical

landscape, exemplified in his adaptation of "The Visit," a powerful

exploration of wealth, power, and revenge.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Summary Content List

Chapter 1: 1

Chapter 2: 2

Chapter 3: 3

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Chapter 1 Summary: 1

In the first act of "The Visit" by Maurice Valency, we are introduced to a

 small, dilapidated town in Central Europe named Güllen, a place that has

seen better days and is now rife with despair. The townsfolk are eagerly

awaiting the arrival of a wealthy woman, Claire Zachanassian, who was born

there and has since become immensely rich. She represents hope for the

town’s revival. 

As the characters converse, we learn that Güllen is economically devastated,

its factories closed, and its residents languishing. They share nostalgic

memories of their illustrious pasts, highlighting their deep yearning for

prosperity and their desperate reliance on Claire’s potential generosity.

Among the townspeople are the Burgomaster, who is eager to impress

Claire, the Pastor, the Teacher, and Anton Schill, Claire’s former lover.

Schill is depicted as a worn, charming figure, revealing a romantic past with

Claire that simmered with youthful passion but ended in disappointment.

Claire’s anticipated arrival creates a buzz in the town, with preparations for a

grand welcome underway. People are tasked with decorating the station and

planning a warm reception for her. When Claire finally makes her entrance

after abruptly stopping a train in Güllen, her presence is striking. She

appears glamorous and confident, accompanied by her handsome fiancé,

Pedro, and her butler, Bobby, contrasting sharply with the townsfolk's
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shabby appearance.

During the greeting, Claire reflects on her childhood in Güllen, revealing a

mix of fondness and disdain for the memories. As the townspeople celebrate

what they hope will be a prosperous reunion, Claire unexpectedly offers a

billion marks to Güllen, contingent on one condition: she seeks justice for an

old grievance — the wrongful accusations against her that led to her

downfall.

As the act reaches its climax, the tone shifts dramatically. Claire reveals that

she wants Anton Schill to pay for the past injustice, as he is partly

responsible for her suffering years ago. The townspeople react with a mix of

disbelief and horror, realizing that Claire is serious about her demand. The

act concludes with heightened tension as Claire leaves the stage, leaving the

townspeople in shock over the implications of her offer.

Key themes in this act include the tension between wealth and morality, the

burden of past injustices, and the corrupting influence of money. The

characters' varied reactions to Claire’s intentions delve into how desperation

can lead to moral compromise, setting the stage for an exploration of justice

and human complexity. Overall, the act effectively lays out the groundwork

for the ensuing conflict and moral dilemmas that will unfold as the story

progresses.



Element Description

Setting Güllen, a dilapidated town in Central Europe, economically devastated
and filled with despair.

Main
Characters

Claire Zachanassian, the wealthy woman; Anton Schill, her former lover;
Burgomaster; Pastor; Teacher.

Claire's
Arrival

Claire arrives with confidence, creating a buzz; she contrasts with the
shabby townsfolk.

Claire's
Offer

She offers a billion marks for the town's revival, contingent on justice for
her past grievances.

Act's
Climax

Claire demands that Anton Schill pay for his role in her suffering, shocking
the townspeople.

Themes Tension between wealth and morality, burden of past injustices, corrupting
influence of money.

Ending Claire leaves the stage, leaving the townspeople in disbelief and shock
over her demands and implications.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Impact of Wealth on Morality

Critical Interpretation: Imagine standing in a town where hope is as

scarce as resources, and the arrival of wealth feels like the dawn after a

long, dark night. Claire Zachanassian’s offer reflects a universal truth:

wealth can both uplift and corrupt. This pivotal moment compels us to

consider how we interact with power and resources in our own lives.

Are we driven by a desire for justice, or do we bend our morals in the

face of wealth? As you navigate your own path, let Claire's story

inspire you to assess your relationship with money and the ethical

dilemmas it may impose. Embrace the challenge to rise above

desperation, to act with integrity, and to understand that true

prosperity lies not just in material wealth, but in the justice and

morality that guide our choices.
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Chapter 2 Summary: 2

In Chapter 2 of "The Visit," the scene opens in a small shop run by Anton

 Schill, who is basking in the unexpected news of his upcoming election as

burgomaster. As he busies himself with everyday chores alongside his

children, Karl and his daughter, a sense of pride and hope fills the air. But

this feeling doesn't last long. The shop is soon interrupted by various

townsfolk, who, despite their previously modest lifestyles, now exhibit a

newfound prosperity, showcasing new shoes and luxury items that come

across as suspicious amidst their prior economic struggles. Schill becomes

increasingly aware of a disturbing trend as he connects the sudden change in

circumstances to the wealthy Madame Zachanassian who has returned to

town with an ominous proposal that hangs over him like a dark cloud.

In a stark contrast, as Schill interacts with customers, he experiences a

creeping dread. The townspeople's newfound wealth seems to pulse with an

ulterior motive tied to Zachanassian, and he grapples with the paranoia that

he is the target of a conspiracy. This paranoia intensifies when he visits the

town's police station seeking protection. Rather than receiving the support he

craves, he is met with skepticism; the police dismiss his concerns about

Zachanassian's influence, reflecting the town's complicity and moral decline.

Schill's desperation mounts as he senses that the community is turning

against him, consumed by greed and self-interest.
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Meanwhile, the scene shifts to Madame Zachanassian, whose charismatic

presence reinvigorates the townspeople, bringing with it an unsettling air of

expectation that seems to suggest an impending reckoning. Her interactions

with Pedro, her companion, reveal a stark contrast between her rich past and

the town's bedraggled existence, illuminating the theme of prosperity gained

at an ethical cost. 

Schill's encounter with the town's pastor offers another layer, as the pastor

tries to ground him spiritually, urging him to reflect on his past

wrongdoings. But Schill is plagued by guilt and fear as he witnesses the

community's transformation—one that appears to come at the cost of his life

and conscience. The tensions rise, culminating in Schill’s chaotic

decision-making as he struggles with the fear that the very people he once

knew could become his executioners. 

As the chapter closes, Schill’s internal battle and the external shifts in the

town converge into a poignant depiction of moral ambiguity, the perils of

wealth, and the horrifying reality that the revival of community spirit may

not save him but rather lead to his downfall. His attempts to assert his safety

and legacy become increasingly futile against the backdrop of collective

greed, laying bare the darker themes of betrayal and the fragility of human

decency.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The peril of collective greed

Critical Interpretation: As you navigate life, remember that unchecked

greed can lead to moral decline, mirroring the townspeople's

transformation in Chapter 2 of 'The Visit.' This chapter serves as a

reminder that prosperity gained at the expense of ethics can corrupt

the very fabric of a community. You may find inspiration in Schill's

plight, recognizing the importance of maintaining your integrity and

nurturing genuine relationships over succumbing to the allure of

wealth. It urges you to question the true cost of success and to value

your conscience more than material gain, fostering a life led by

compassion and moral clarity.
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Chapter 3: 3

In Act Three of "The Visit," the stage is set in a dilapidated barn filled with

 sunlight filtering through cracks, where Claire Zachanassian, now a wealthy

woman dressed in her wedding attire, sits imperiously in a gilded sedan

chair. As the act opens, she is visited by Doctor Nüsslin and Professor

Müller, who cautiously enter, dust-covered but well-dressed. Their initial

pleasantries quickly turn to the elephant in the room: Anton Schill, whose

past wrongdoing against Claire has made him a target for her vengeance.

The two men, desperate for financial support for their town, wish to discuss

Claire's potential generosity.

Claire reveals that she's not just a benefactor; she owns the entire town,

having acquired it piece by piece over the years. When the men appeal for

help to revive Güllen's fortunes, Claire responds with a startling declaration:

their suffering is due to her – she herself is the mysterious blight that has

afflicted their lives. This revelation sets off a passionate dialogue about past

sacrifices and community love, as the Doctor and Professor speak of their

dedication to Güllen in the face of its decay. They reveal their
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