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About the book

In "The Wanderer," Sharon Creech masterfully navigates the complexities of

family, identity, and self-discovery through the eyes of a young girl named

Sophie, who embarks on a transformative journey across the ocean. As she

sails toward her past—to connect with her grandfather—Sophie grapples

with both the exhilaration of adventure and the weight of her family's

history. With lyrical prose and a vibrant cast of characters, Creech invites

readers to reflect on the bonds that shape us, the courage it takes to

understand oneself, and the power of the sea as both a literal and

metaphorical frontier. Join Sophie on her quest, and find out how the winds

of change can steer a soul toward its true home.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


About the author

Sharon Creech is a celebrated American author known for her poignant and

lyrical storytelling that often explores themes of belonging, identity, and the

power of nature. Born on July 29, 1945, in South Euclid, Ohio, Creech

pursued her passion for literature, eventually earning a degree in education

and teaching before embarking on her writing career. She has penned

numerous award-winning books for children and young adults, including the

Newbery Medal-winning "Walk Two Moons" and "The Wanderer," which

showcases her talent for blending poetic language with compelling

narratives. Creech’s writing is characterized by its deep emotional resonance

and vivid imagery, inviting readers to embark on their own journeys of

self-discovery alongside her richly developed characters.
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Chapter 1 Summary: 2. Three Sides

In Chapter 2 of "The Wanderer," we meet Sophie, a thirteen-year-old girl

 with a rich inner life and distinct personality traits that her father playfully

categorizes into three sides: her dreamy, romantic side, her logical,

down-to-earth side, and her hardheaded, impulsive side, which he refers to

as "mule-land." Sophie finds herself torn between these aspects as she

prepares for an exciting adventure—sailing across the ocean. Despite her

desire to go alone, her strong-willed self convinces her to join a sailboat

crew made up of her three uncles and two cousins.

Sophie’s mother, a weaver who has raised her with care, expresses deep

concern over Sophie’s journey, especially given the presence of her

charismatic cousin Cody, who embodies a carefree attitude that worries her.

While her uncles try to dissuade Sophie with practical arguments about the

difficulties and dangers of the trip, Uncle Dock supports her enthusiasm,

acknowledging her sailing knowledge.

Sophie’s determination shines through her strong arguments rooted in her

sailing studies, which ultimately helps her convince her uncles to let her

aboard. Yet, her mother’s mixed feelings about the trip soften somewhat

when she considers that the journey will lead Sophie to her beloved

grandfather, Bompie, who has played a significant role in Sophie’s

upbringing. Bompie is not only adored for his nurturing nature but also for
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his stories and wisdom, making him a vital part of Sophie’s life. His

decision to return to his childhood home in England underscores the theme

of longing for home and connection, as Sophie grapples with her mixed

emotions about the departure of someone she loves dearly. Through the lens

of sailing and family dynamics, the chapter beautifully explores themes of

adventure, self-discovery, and the challenges of growing up.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of embracing one's multifaceted identity

Critical Interpretation: As you navigate through life, you might find

yourself embodying different sides just like Sophie—your dreamy

aspirations, the practical thinker, and the bold risk-taker. Embracing

these diverse aspects allows you to embark on your own life

adventures with confidence. When faced with a decision or looking

towards a new opportunity, remember that each part of you can

contribute uniquely to your journey. Just as Sophie's argumentation

rooted in her sailing knowledge convinced her uncles, your varied

perspectives can empower you to pursue your passions fearlessly,

even amidst doubts and concerns from others. Allow each part of your

identity to harmonize, and you might find yourself embarking on

experiences that lead to personal growth and deeper connections with

those you love.
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Chapter 2 Summary: 3. Slow Time

In Chapter 3 of "The Wanderer" by Sharon Creech, we dive into Sophie’s

 excited anticipation as she counts down the days to her sailing adventure,

slated to begin right after school ends in June. The days drag on for her, and

she imagines every detail of her departure, planning to rush home, grab her

bag, and make her way to Connecticut to join her uncles and cousins.

However, her father insists he and her mother will drive her instead of

letting her travel alone by bus, highlighting a moment of parental care that

pulls Sophie back to reality.

Sophie feels a sense of restlessness in her new life in a small town by the

Ohio River, a stark contrast to her coastal life in Virginia where she yearns

for the ocean's waves. While her classmates find joy and adventure in the

river, Sophie’s heart longs for the vastness of the sea. She yearns for

freedom and adventure, arguing passionately that sailing will make her feel

unconfined, not trapped like a "prisoner." Unfortunately, her friends don’t

share her enthusiasm and dismiss her dreams as they express their concerns

or desire for her belongings if she doesn't return.

Amidst her longing, Sophie receives a journal from her mother, encouraging

her to document her thoughts and experiences, so they can relive her

adventures together when she returns. This gift symbolizes a connection and

a way for Sophie to express her hopes and fears. The school environment
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feels stifling to her, as her teachers focus on academics rather than her

aspirations. 

Just as Sophie is about to set sail, she receives news from Uncle Dock that

their journey will be delayed due to necessary preparations. Although she is

willing to help with the work, the yearning to experience the ocean is

palpable; she can almost taste the salt in the air. This chapter encapsulates

themes of adventure, the desire for freedom, and the bittersweet nature of

waiting for one's dreams to unfold. Sophie stands at a crossroads, navigating

her excitement and frustration as she seeks to carve out her own path.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The value of expressing one’s dreams and aspirations

Critical Interpretation: In this chapter, Sophie’s longing for adventure

and freedom resonates deeply within us, as it illustrates the importance

of acknowledging and expressing our dreams. Just like Sophie, we

often find ourselves caught between the desire for exploration and the

constraints of our current reality. By writing in her journal, Sophie not

only captures her hopes but also provides herself an outlet to process

her feelings, inspiring us to pursue our own passions and to vocalize

our ambitions. Embracing our dreams, regardless of how impractical

they may seem to others, can empower us to navigate our lives with

intention and courage, reminding us that the journey towards our

aspirations is just as valuable as reaching the destination.
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Chapter 3: 4. The Big Baby

In Chapter 4 of "The Wanderer" by Sharon Creech, Sophie is driven to

 Connecticut by her father, as her mother fears she might lose composure

and can't handle the separation. Despite Sophie reassuring her that it's just a

short boat trip across the ocean—a setup for an adventure—her mother’s

anxiety looms heavy. Sophie feels a sense of obligation about the journey,

although she can't quite articulate why, and is thankful that her father

recognizes that need.

At Uncle Dock's cottage, Sophie spends two weeks with her uncles and

cousins, all preparing the boat, named The Wanderer. Throughout the

chapter, we get a vivid description of the yacht, which is a significant part of

the family's tradition. Uncle Dock treats the boat like his “baby,” which is

relatable and adds warmth to his character as he leads the crew through

various repairs and preparations. There’s humor in the chaotic dynamics

among Sophie’s family, particularly in how Uncle Stew is overly organized

and worries about details, while Uncle Mo is laid-back and enjoys his time

lounging in the sun.
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Chapter 4 Summary: 5. Afloat

In Chapter 5 of "The Wanderer" by Sharon Creech, the anticipation and

 excitement of the sailing adventure come alive as the characters set off on

their journey. The narrator, whose enthusiasm is contagious, reflects on the

magic of sailing under the stars along the Connecticut coastline. The yacht,

aptly named The Wanderer, symbolizes freedom and adventure, evoking

cherished memories of being held by Bompie, where stories danced in the

air.

The first leg of their voyage takes the crew through Long Island Sound to

Block Island, and beyond to Martha's Vineyard and Cape Cod, ultimately

leading to Nova Scotia and overseas to Ireland and England. Uncle Dock,

serving as the captain, maintains the official log, while each family member

embraces the spirit of storytelling—Cody humorously refers to his journal as

a “dog-log,” a playful twist that reflects his laid-back approach to the

summer assignment.

A key theme emerges as Uncle Stew proposes that everyone teach

something during the trip, prompting light-hearted banter among the crew as

they consider what skills or knowledge they can share. Cody's idea of

juggling adds humor and reveals his creativity, while the narrator is still

pondering what wisdom to impart. The perfect weather brightens their spirits

as they draw nearer to Block Island, bringing back comforting memories of
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previous visits with family.

As they sail, the narrator's reminiscences deepen the emotional connection to

the journey, particularly the longing for family and shared experiences. The

sight of Block Island stirs nostalgia, reminding them of past summers spent

clamming and exploring with Bompie, the laughter of road trips, and the

simplicity of joy. The camaraderie is palpable, evidenced by the hearty

success of fishing as Dock and Cody catch bluefish, presenting new

challenges and responsibilities for the narrator, who feels uneasy about

gutting fish. As they approach their destination, the blend of excitement,

memories, and challenges paints a vivid picture of adventure on the open

water, making the reader eager to join them on their journey.
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Chapter 5 Summary: 7. Wildlife

In Chapter 7 of "The Wanderer," the crew of The Wanderer spends a lively

 evening on Block Island after anchoring their boat. The trio—Cody, Brian,

and the narrator—embark on a beach walk where Brian's obsession with

checking the time contrasts with Cody's laid-back attitude. This playful

banter highlights their differing personalities: Brian is cautious and punctual,

always worried about getting back before dark, while Cody enjoys the

moment and embraces spontaneity. Their stroll is briefly interrupted when

they encounter two girls on the beach, which gives rise to Cody’s teasing

about “wildlife,” leading to light-hearted teasing as he flirts with one of

them.  

Back on The Wanderer, they decide to spend the night in the harbor instead

of setting sail, as Uncle Dock wants to fine-tune the boat. The next day is

filled with excitement for the narrator, who goes up the mast for the first

time to change the anchor light bulb. This experience offers a unique sense

of freedom and perspective, allowing the narrator to appreciate the vastness

of the ocean and sky.  

Later, Cody reveals a softer side when he shows affection for a fuzzy bird

chick, surprising the narrator with his tenderness after his earlier bravado.

This juxtaposition adds depth to Cody’s character, showcasing his humorous

yet gentle nature. As the journey progresses, the narrator reflects on the
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carefree essence of sailing, where time feels irrelevant, and dreams of

venturing deeper into the ocean, hoping to embrace the true spirit of a

wanderer while seeking connection with nature. The chapter beautifully

captures themes of friendship, the balance between playfulness and

responsibility, and the allure of adventure on the open sea.
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Chapter 6: 8. The Dolt and the Orphan

In Chapter 8 of "The Wanderer" by Sharon Creech, the main character,

 Cody, seeks a break from his father’s proximity by joining his new friends

Sophie and Brian for an adventure on a nearby island. While Brian’s

overbearing nature irritates Cody—especially when he bombards them with

endless questions and unwelcome advice—Cody appreciates Sophie’s

easygoing demeanor. She brings a sense of calm and lightness, in stark

contrast to Brian's nagging.

As they explore the island, Cody makes a blunder by calling a lost chick an

"orphan." Sophie quickly corrects him, demonstrating her compassion by

returning the chick to its nest. This incident highlights Sophie’s thoughtful

character and contrasts with Brian’s more abrasive personality, who further

aggravates Sophie by questioning her familial references. 

The chapter also showcases a significant moment of bravery as Sophie

insists on climbing the mast in a bosun's chair to change a light bulb. Despite

Uncle Dock’s initial reluctance to let her take the risk, Sophie showcases her
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Chapter 7 Summary: 9. Beheading

In Chapter 9 of "The Wanderer," the crew sets off from Block Island to

 Martha’s Vineyard, anticipating a long sixteen-hour sail. The atmosphere is

lively, particularly thanks to Cody, who humorously misuses sailing terms,

much to the annoyance of his father, Brian, and Uncle Stew. While Brian

tries to emphasize the importance of sailing language, Cody's carefree

attitude lightens the mood and helps Sophie feel more at ease about their

sailing adventure.

As they journey, they also engage in fishing, and Sophie experiences the

brutal reality of catching and dispatching fish. Though she's used to eating

fish, the act of killing one weighs heavily on her. Under the guidance of her

uncle and Brian, Sophie struggles with the physical act of bludgeoning the

fish before finally facing the emotional challenge of breaking its spine. This

intense moment reflects a profound shift in her understanding of life and

death, highlighting the theme of the connection between nature and the

human experience.

They make good time and dock in Vineyard Haven after just eight hours,

much to their delight. The primary purpose of their stop is to visit Joey, a

friend of Uncle Dock's who has skillfully restored an old boat. Sophie

admires Joey's craftsmanship, noting the beauty of the boat while also

reaffirming her affection for The Wanderer, indicating a deepening bond
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with the vessel that represents her family's journey.

Later that evening, after a dinner at Joey’s cottage, Brian senses something

secretive going on between Uncle Dock and Joey, prompting speculation

among the cousins. However, Cody dismisses Brian's concerns, suggesting

that everyone is entitled to their privacy. This moment captures the dynamic

of childhood curiosity mixed with the importance of personal boundaries—a

subtle nod to growing up.

As the chapter closes, Sophie finds comfort in her sleeping bag under a

canopy of stars, feeling the gentle sway of The Wanderer lull her to sleep.

This peaceful imagery contrasts with the earlier tension she experienced,

illustrating the emotional spectrum of her journey both at sea and within

herself. In this chapter, the themes of adventure, family bonds, and the

complexities of life and death intertwine beautifully, making for a rich and

engaging narrative.
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Chapter 8 Summary: 11. Juggling

In Chapter 11 of "The Wanderer," the focus is on the ongoing preparations

 and camaraderie among the characters aboard The Wanderer. The

protagonist is busy finishing up work on Buddy the Bilge Box, a fiberglass

repair, and receiving praise from Uncle Dock. However, Dock's comment

about "boat attitude" hints at his sensitivity regarding the scruffiness of their

boat compared to the sleek yachts around them. The Wanderer, adorned with

caulk, hanging clothes, and organized chaos, stands out among the polished

vessels, igniting some insecurities among the crew.

As they prepare to set sail, Uncle Mo and Cody's playful banter adds to the

lighthearted atmosphere, although it also reveals the differing seriousness of

the characters. Brian, tasked with teaching points of sail, finds himself

frustrated by Cody's less than serious demeanor. Cody's carefree approach

shines through as he questions the necessity of sailing terminology, focusing

instead on just doing what he’s told.

The chapter takes a humorous turn when Cody leads a juggling lesson using

packets of pretzels. While he tries to make the lesson engaging, Brian's

sarcasm clashes with Cody's enthusiasm, creating tension. Despite the

silliness, there’s a sense of learning and teamwork in their attempts.

As the crew prepares for a significant voyage to Nova Scotia—a passage
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that's daunting due to the prospect of days without land—the mood shifts

from playful to one of quiet anticipation. Uncle Dock and Uncle Stew's

discussions about weather underscore the uncertainty and concerns that

come with sailing. There's a mix of excitement and trepidation in the air, as

the characters mentally gear up for the adventure ahead, symbolizing the

theme of facing challenges while bonded together in their journey.

Key Points Details

Focus of Chapter Preparations and camaraderie aboard The Wanderer.

Protagonist's
Task

Finishing work on Buddy the Bilge Box, receiving praise from Uncle
Dock.

Boat Comparison The Wanderer is scruffy compared to sleek yachts, highlighting
insecurities among the crew.

Characters'
Relationships

Uncle Mo and Cody's playful banter; Brian frustrated with Cody's
laid-back attitude.

Cody's Teaching
Method

Uses pretzel packets for a juggling lesson, contrasts with Brian's
sarcasm.

Shift in Mood Transition from playfulness to quiet anticipation about the
upcoming voyage to Nova Scotia.

Concerns
Discussed

Uncle Dock and Uncle Stew discuss weather, symbolizing
uncertainty in sailing.

Themes Facing challenges and the bond of teamwork among the
characters.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embracing Teamwork and Facing Challenges Together

Critical Interpretation: As you stand at the bow of your own life’s

journey, reflecting on the camaraderie aboard The Wanderer, you

realize that every challenge can be met with the support of those

around you. Just like the crew, who, despite their quirks and carefree

attitudes, unite to prepare for the daunting adventure ahead, you too

can draw strength from your relationships. The essence of facing

uncertainties with a team transforms daunting tasks into shared

experiences filled with laughter and learning. This chapter inspires

you to embrace your unique path—scruffy and chaotic as it may

be—knowing that together with your friends and family, you can

navigate the storms and sail towards new horizons.
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Chapter 9: 13. Shakedown

In Chapter 13 of "The Wanderer" by Sharon Creech, the main character,

 Sophie, grapples with the disorientation of time while on watch aboard the

sailboat during a journey through the Gulf of Maine towards Grand Manan

Island. Her experience is shaped by the ebb and flow of duty watches with

her Uncle Dock and Cody, which stretch her perception of day and night into

a single continuum. This strange sense of time makes her feel reflective, as if

the past and present are all tangled up in the vastness of the ocean.

Sophie recounts moments of beauty and wonder, like when Uncle Dock

recites a poem about fog, transforming her vision of the mist into playful

imagery. However, the emotional highs are often accompanied by feelings of

loneliness and apprehension about leaving familiar shores behind. As the

journey progresses, the sailing conditions become challenging; they

encounter rough, and what Uncle Stew calls “baby waves,” heightening

Sophie’s anxiety about the unknown.

Chaos reigns below deck as she and Cody attempt to cook lunch amidst the
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Chapter 10 Summary: 14. Bompie and the Car

In Chapter 14 of "The Wanderer," a mix of curiosity and storytelling weaves

 through the lives of the characters as they navigate their journey together.

Brian prompts Uncle Stew with a question about the whereabouts of

Sophie’s real parents, but Uncle Stew admits he has no idea, reflecting a

theme of uncertainty and the mysteries of family. When Sophie hears this

exchange, she takes it to heart and later asks her father, who similarly

brushes her off, suggesting he’ll share the answer when the time is right.

This interaction adds layers to the unfolding family dynamics and

establishes Sophie’s longing for connection and understanding of her past.

Sophie then shares a captivating story about her grandfather, Bompie. With

vivid imagery, she recounts how Bompie, in his youth, traded two mules for

a car, but faced a daunting challenge when he attempted to drive it home

across a swiftly flowing creek. Sophie’s storytelling prowess shines as she

paints a scene filled with rain and urgency, making listeners feel the weight

of Bompie's predicament. The moment captures a blend of humor and

tension—Bompie desperately urging the car to move as the water

overwhelms him, ultimately leading to the car being swept away. This

experience results in a mix of consequences for Bompie: a scolding from his

father and a comforting apple pie from his mother, symbolizing love and

relief.
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Intriguingly, this blend of reprimand and affection reflects the complexity of

familial relationships, as well the balance of hardship and care that often

exists within them. The chapter closes on a light-hearted note with Sophie

and Uncle Dock juggling pretzel packets, bringing a sense of joy and

camaraderie to the story—reinforcing the contrasting themes of struggle and

simple moments of happiness in life. Overall, this chapter resonates with the

reader through its engaging storytelling, character depth, and the enduring

quest for understanding one’s family history.

Element Summary

Theme Curiosity and storytelling in family dynamics

Key
Characters Brian, Uncle Stew, Sophie, Uncle Dock

Plot Point 1 Brian asks Uncle Stew about Sophie's real parents; Stew has no
answers.

Plot Point 2 Sophie queries her father about her parents, but he deflects.

Sophie’s Story Sophie recounts a tale of her grandfather Bompie trading mules for a
car and struggling to drive it home through a creek.

Consequences
in Story

Bompie faces a reprimand from his father and receives comfort from
his mother through an apple pie.

Overall
Message Explores familial relationships with elements of struggle and affection.

Closing Scene Sophie and Uncle Dock juggle pretzel packets, symbolizing joy and
camaraderie.
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Element Summary

Reader’s
Takeaway

Engaging storytelling reveals the complexity of family history and
personal connections.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of understanding one's family history

Critical Interpretation: Imagine you are Sophie, filled with a yearning

to uncover the stories of your origins, just like she does with her

grandfather Bompie's tale. This chapter reminds you that seeking to

understand your past can fill gaps in your identity and foster a deeper

connection with those you love. It encourages you to embrace both the

struggles and joys that shape familial relationships. By recognizing the

complexity of your heritage, you find strength in the shared narratives

and appreciate the simple, joyful moments amidst life's challenges.
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Chapter 11 Summary: 15. Grand Manan

In Chapter 15 of "The Wanderer" by Sharon Creech, the story unfolds with

 Sophie and her family arriving in the picturesque Seal Cove on Grand

Manan as the sun sets, painting the sky in beautiful hues of rose and

lavender. Right from the start, the warmth of the local community shines

through, as Uncle Dock quickly connects with Frank, who greets them at the

harbor. The scene is vibrant, with fishing boats crammed together like cars

in a busy parking lot, and the family feels a delightful sense of adventure as

they settle into this new place.

Sophie is particularly taken by the fishing culture that envelops the island.

Everyone around them is involved with fish in some capacity, whether it be

catching lobsters or processing herring. This connection to the sea enchants

her, and she finds herself imagining the life of a lobster fisherman, savoring

the scent of the ocean and the excitement of handling fish. Her enthusiasm is

met with a mix of skepticism from her brother Brian, who seems

unimpressed by their boat excursions, viewing them as just another activity

rather than the extraordinary experiences Sophie finds them to be.

During a day of lobstering with Frank on his self-built boat, "Frank's Fort,"

Sophie marvels at the intricacies of the fishing world. Discussions about

catching lobsters reveal the wonders and harsh realities of marine life,

including a humorous yet chilling anecdote about sea fleas. Frank teaches
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them about the conservation of the lobster population, as he gently tosses

back a female lobster carrying eggs, making Sophie contemplate the cycle of

life in the ocean, where a tossed lobster is given a second chance while a

human may not be as lucky.

Sophie’s connection to her family remains strong, even as she feels the

distance during a phone call to her mother. While her mom expresses

concern about her well-being, Sophie tries to reassure her that everything is

fine, though their conversation stirs her apprehensive feelings. Her mother's

mention of Bompie, her grandfather, adds layers of complexity with hints of

his fading memory, making Sophie reflect on family dynamics and the

passage of time. The chapter ends on a hopeful note, with Sophie finding

comfort in the shared excitement of her family's upcoming visit to Bompie,

balancing the joys of adventure with the ties that bind her to home. The

chapter captures themes of family, adventure, and the beauty of connecting

with one's roots, all while exploring the enchanting life by the sea.

Aspect Summary

Setting Seal Cove on Grand Manan at sunset, vibrant fishing community

Main
Characters Sophie, her brother Brian, Uncle Dock, Frank

Initial Scene Family arrives to warmth and adventure; boating scene with fishing
boats

Sophie’s Enchanted by the local fishing culture and life as a lobster fisherman
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Aspect Summary

Interest

Brian’s
Attitude Skeptical of boat excursions, sees them as ordinary

Day of
Lobstering On "Frank's Fort"; conversations on conservation and marine life

Key
Discussion Frank teaches about the lobster population and returning lobsters

Sophie’s
Reflection Considers life cycles in the ocean vs. human experiences

Family
Dynamics Phone call with mother reveals concerns and reflections on Bompie

Thematic
Elements Themes of family, adventure, connection with roots, and ocean life

Ending Hopeful feelings about upcoming visit to Bompie, balancing
excitement and ties to home
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Chapter 12: 17. Tradition

In Chapter 17 of "The Wanderer" by Sharon Creech, Sophie reflects on her

 experiences sailing and the stereotypes often associated with gender roles

aboard the boat. Frank's wife comments on her bravery for sailing among

men, prompting Sophie to assert herself by mentioning she won’t just be

cooking and cleaning—that's Cody's role, even though it's meant to be

shared among everyone. This brings out Cody's playful nature, as he enjoys

jokingly claiming his "Mr. Mom" title, but it also reveals Sophie’s

discomfort with being underestimated and her struggle to remain composed

in the face of such assumptions.

The chapter shifts to a clamming trip with Frank’s elderly father, where

Sophie finds herself introspective about life, family, and the nature of

memories. While struggling to dig through muck, she becomes absorbed in

the connections among the people aboard the boat and the stories they share.

Frank's father shares memories of his life on Grand Manan, painting a

picture of a close-knit community filled with love and shared history, which

resonates deeply with Sophie.
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Chapter 13 Summary: 18. Bompie and the Train

In Chapter 18 of "The Wanderer" by Sharon Creech, the characters are

 grappling with their feelings about being temporarily trapped on Grand

Manan. Cody feels frustrated, yearning for progress and adventure, but

Sophie encourages a different perspective. She shares wisdom from her

grandfather, Bompie, reminding everyone that the journey itself matters

more than the destination. Sophie's enthusiasm for small things, like lobster

pots and clamming, inspires Cody, who starts to see the beauty in their

experiences on the island. Yet, he finds himself conflicted between enjoying

the moment and listening to his brother Brian's more pessimistic views about

life choices.

Their day involves clamming, where Brian challenges Sophie's story of

foraging with Bompie. This playful bickering adds layers to their sibling

dynamics. A phone call with Cody's mom reveals his mixed feelings about

being there, highlighting his longing for escape and the complicated

relationship with his father, who invited him on this trip.

The chapter shifts to a captivating Bompie story shared by Sophie, where a

young Bompie decides to cross a train track over a river, risking danger.

Sophie's storytelling vividly captures the tension as Bompie races against an

oncoming train, ultimately falling into the river but emerging victorious after

a fierce struggle. This tale of bravery and survival resonates with Cody and
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the group, deepening their bond as they listen with bated breath. The fable

concludes with a humorous twist—Bompie’s parents' contrasting reactions

to his adventure, reminding readers that life’s ups and downs often come

with both challenges and rewards.

Overall, this chapter emphasizes the themes of adventure, family bonds, and

the importance of perspective. Through Sophie’s vibrant enthusiasm and

Bompie’s unforgettable story, Cody begins to rethink what it means to be a

‘wanderer,’ finding joy in the journey itself and the connections with those

around him.
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Chapter 14 Summary: 19. Wood Island

In Chapter 19 of "The Wanderer" by Sharon Creech, the protagonist reflects

 on her confusion about time and her emotions while staying on Grand

Manan Island, where she is drawn to the life and beauty around her, even as

she longs for her Bompie (whose real name is revealed to be Ulysses). While

exploring, she and her brother Cody meet a fascinating woman who has built

her own cabin, igniting a dream in the narrator of living simply and

independently in nature.

The woman shares tales of Wood Island, a nearby, desolate place rumored to

be haunted, which piques Cody's curiosity. They embark on an adventure to

find the ghosts, armed with basic survival supplies, laughter, and a sense of

wonder. As they row through thick fog to Wood Island, their imaginations

run wild, pondering the lives of the ghosts said to haunt the abandoned

homes.

Upon their arrival, they discover a church that appears well-kept, leading to

the whimsical conclusion that perhaps the ghosts maintain it. They also

come across a broken bead necklace, symbolizing the remnants of lives once

lived on the island. Moments of introspection follow as they feel a

connection to the past, and the narrator dreams of a quiet life away from

modern distractions.
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However, their adventure takes a tense turn in the thick fog. Cody, assuming

the role of navigator, guides them safely back through the mist, showcasing

their sibling bond and reliance on one another. Upon returning, their uncles

express concern over their safety, having feared they might have drifted into

danger due to the strong currents. Instead of acknowledging their fears, the

narrator contemplates the balance between ignorance and worry, questioning

whether it's better to know about potential dangers or to remain blissfully

unaware.

Ultimately, this chapter emphasizes themes of adventure, the allure of

simplicity, the bonds of family, and the intertwining of fear and enjoyment

in life’s experiences, leaving the narrator with a mix of exhilaration and

contemplation.
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Chapter 15: 20. The Little Kid

In Chapter 20 of "The Wanderer," Sophie and the narrator take a break from

 their group and venture off to explore Wood Island, creating their own little

adventure. While exploring an abandoned house, Sophie sees value in every

discarded item, treating them as treasures, which shows her imaginative

nature and curiosity. This shines a light on her character, portraying her as

someone who finds beauty and intrigue even in forgotten places. However,

the narrator feels a haunting presence during their exploration, sensing

ghosts around them—particularly a woman and a baby, which adds a

mystical layer to their adventure.

Their light-hearted exploration takes a more serious turn when the narrator

inquires about Sophie's parents. Despite the narrator's eagerness to dig

deeper, Sophie remains evasive, repeating that her parents are back in

Kentucky. This moment reveals her protective instinct about her past,

suggesting that some topics are too painful or complicated to discuss.

Instead of engaging, Sophie quickly shifts the topic to a troubled little kid

she knows, hinting at her empathy towards others who might share her
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Chapter 16 Summary: 21. The Baptism

In Chapter 21 of "The Wanderer" by Sharon Creech, we dive deeper into the

 emotional turmoil and experiences of the main character as the time to

depart from Grand Manan approaches. The sea's allure is ever-present,

calling to Sophie, yet she's also feeling a sense of belonging on the island.

Uncle Dock announces that they will be leaving soon, creating a mix of

excitement and hesitation within her.

That day, Sophie, Cody, and Brian visit a local boat-building workshop,

where they learn about fiberglass and boat craftsmanship from a skilled

worker. Sophie admires the man's talent and realizes how much there is still

to learn, feeling a bit frustrated as Brian critiques her past efforts. Their

conversation reveals tensions within their group, particularly between

Sophie and Brian. When Brian expresses feelings of being unloved, it

highlights his vulnerability, and Cody points out his bossy behavior that

might alienate others.

Later, Sophie's reluctance to attend a baptism ceremony for Frank's grandson

shows her discomfort with the norms she’s unfamiliar with. The baptism

itself is a profound and unsettling experience for her; the imagery of people

being submerged in water while singing "Amazing Grace" overwhelms her,

evoking feelings of anxiety and a sense of being lost in a crowd. As she

struggles with these emotions, Uncle Dock tries to comfort her by offering
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food after the ceremony, but her anxiety leads her to become physically ill.

The interactions among Sophie, Brian, and Cody grow more tense as they

prepare for their journey. Brian's pessimism clashes with Cody's more

optimistic attitude, creating a sense of frustration and uncertainty among the

group. This chapter underscores themes of belonging, vulnerability, and the

struggle between fear and adventure, setting the stage for the journey ahead.

Each character's personality quirks come into play, hinting at future

challenges they will face together aboard the boat. As they grapple with their

thoughts and emotions, the readiness for departure looms, highlighting the

delicate balance between excitement and trepidation in their upcoming

adventure.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The struggle between fear and adventure

Critical Interpretation: In Chapter 21 of 'The Wanderer,' you recognize

the delicate balance between fear and adventure within yourself, just

like Sophie does. As she prepares to leave the familiarity of Grand

Manan, you may also find moments in your life where excitement for

new experiences clashes with anxiety over the unknown. Embracing

this struggle can inspire you to take risks and step out of your comfort

zone, understanding that it is okay to feel vulnerable. Like Sophie, you

can acknowledge your fears but also learn to appreciate the journey

ahead, transforming anxiety into anticipation and growth.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Chapter 17 Summary: 22. Bompie and the Pastor

In Chapter 22 of "The Wanderer," the story delves into the emotional turmoil

 of the characters while they are still on Grand Manan, dealing with the

repairs needed for their boat, The Wanderer. Cody, the narrator, expresses

his frustration and confusion about the condition of the boat and the

mysterious conversations he overhears between Uncle Dock and his friend

Frank, which leaves him feeling excluded and uneasy.

The chapter takes a deeper turn when Cody finds his father crying in his

bunk, an event that shocks him greatly. This moment starkly contrasts with

past experiences where his father's reaction to emotion was harsh and

aggressive. It reveals a softer side to his father that Cody has never

witnessed before, raising questions about what is truly affecting him.

Sophie shares a humorous, yet poignant story about her grandfather,

Bompie, and his baptism. The tale is filled with tension as Bompie recalls a

less-than-pleasant encounter with a pastor who previously had issues with

Bompie dating his daughter. The baptism becomes a comical conflict when

the pastor holds Bompie underwater for too long, leading to a chaotic escape

that earns Bompie a whipping from his father, albeit with the comforting

ending of receiving some apple pie. This story not only provides comic relief

but also highlights themes of family dynamics, misunderstandings, and the

challenges of generational relationships.
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As the chapter unfolds, a light-hearted debate arises among the adults about

the stories they've heard from Bompie, revealing a mix of camaraderie and

rivalry. Uncle Stew feels left out when he discovers he hasn't heard some of

the stories that others have, making him increasingly frustrated. Meanwhile,

the interaction between the characters showcases their close relationships,

the nuances of family storytelling, and the shared history that binds them

together.

Throughout this chapter, Cody's observations bring to light the struggles and

complexities of family life, touching on themes of vulnerability, the passage

of time, and the importance of communication. The laughter from Sophie’s

story lightens the undercurrent of tension, ultimately tying together the

experiences of pain and joy that define their family narrative. As Cody

processes these moments, he navigates a path of newfound understanding

about both his father and the intricate web of family history.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Vulnerability can lead to deeper connections.

Critical Interpretation: Imagine standing on the deck of The Wanderer,

watching the waves crash around you, as you witness a moment of

vulnerability from someone you admire—like your father, who you

suddenly realize carries his own burdens of emotion, just like you.

This revelation opens a door to connection, urging you to embrace the

strength in revealing your own vulnerabilities. When you allow

yourself to be real, whether in joy or sorrow, relationships deepen,

understanding flourishes, and the shared human experience becomes

richer. This key moment in Cody's life teaches you that facing the raw

emotions within you can not only dissolve barriers but can also foster

compassion and create a family narrative steeped in warmth and

acceptance.
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Chapter 18: 23. Whoosh!

In Chapter 23 of "The Wanderer," we dive into the excitement and anxiety of

 a life-changing moment for Sophie and her family as they embark on their

ocean voyage. Cody bursts into action with the news that it's time to leave,

urging Sophie to grab her things. The atmosphere is filled with a mix of

frantic energy and thrill as they prepare to set sail from the Bay of Fundy,

with everyone ensuring they have their gear and voicing their opinions.

Amidst the chaos, Sophie remains composed, determined to not let the

pressures from Uncle Stew and Brian affect her.

As they leave the bay, they are greeted by a delightful surprise: a group of

seals popping up around the boat, their curious faces enchanting everyone on

board, including the usually bossy Brian. Uncle Mo takes this moment to

engage Sophie in conversation about art and life choices, sharing that while

he has artistic talents, he ended up stuck in a job he didn't choose. This

sparks a deeper reflection in Sophie about following one’s passions,

revealing the theme of aspiration versus reality—highlighting her youthful

desire to pursue what she truly loves.
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Chapter 19 Summary: 25. Fired

In Chapter 25 of "The Wanderer," we’re back at sea with Sophie, who is on a

 two-person watch with Uncle Dock. It’s been raining continuously since

they set sail, and while Uncle Dock prefers to use the autohelm during bad

weather, Sophie wants to steer the boat herself. She believes it gives them

better control, even though the rain makes her feel cold and miserable. In a

moment of reflection, Sophie recalls her Bompie’s wisdom: “Suffering

builds character.” He taught her that facing difficulties makes a person

stronger, a lesson that echoes throughout her journey.

As the chapter unfolds, Sophie overhears a conversation between Uncle

Dock and Uncle Stew in the galley. She’s surprised to learn that Uncle Stew

has been fired from his job, a fact he reveals in a shaky voice, clearly

distressed and questioning his future. Uncle Dock tries to reassure him,

suggesting that it’s for the best and urging him to trust that things will work

out. Despite the supportive exchange, Uncle Stew seems overwhelmed,

turning away from Sophie as she steps out of her cabin.

Sophie tries to lighten the mood with a joke about cleaning the toilet, but

immediately regrets it, recognizing that Uncle Stew is in a vulnerable state

and doesn’t need her humor adding to his distress. This chapter touches on

themes of resilience and the impact of tough situations on personal growth.

It also highlights character development, showcasing Sophie’s maturity as
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she reflects on her grandfather’s teachings and her sensitivity toward her

uncle's feelings. Through rain and challenges, the crew navigates not only

the sea but also the emotional waters of their relationships.
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Chapter 20 Summary: 27. Insurance

In Chapter 27 of "The Wanderer," the allure of the sea surrounds Sophie and

 her crew as they navigate their voyage on The Wanderer. The ocean

enchants her with its shifting colors and endless expanse, reflecting her deep

love for sailing. The chapter captures their daily routines, filled with tasks

like trimming sails and maintaining order on the boat, which keep Uncle

Stew and Brian content.

During a late-night radio conversation, they hear from a lone sailor facing

electrical issues, sparking concern in Uncle Stew, who pretends otherwise.

Sophie, curious and introspective, probes Uncle Stew about his job selling

insurance, leading to a deeper conversation about purpose and satisfaction.

Stew reveals his recent firing and admits he’s unsure about what he truly

wants to do next, a sentiment Sophie finds both sad and relatable.

As the waves become more tumultuous, Sophie dreams of her past,

reflecting the overwhelming yet comforting nature of the journey. The thrill

of potentially connecting with her father through ham radio introduces an

emotional conflict; while she yearns for that connection, she worries it may

undermine the adventure’s authenticity. Throughout the chapter, Sophie also

mentally engages with her beloved Bompie, anticipating their destination

with enthusiasm. This chapter beautifully intertwines themes of longing,

self-discovery, and the bonds of family against the backdrop of their grand
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sailing adventure.
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Chapter 21: 29. Blips

In Chapter 29 of "The Wanderer" by Sharon Creech, the crew continues their

 ocean voyage toward England, experiencing both the beauty and challenges

of life at sea. The narrator feels a deep connection to the ocean, describing

its varying moods—sometimes calm, sometimes tumultuous—which

parallels her own feelings about life and identity.

The chapter dives into the tension among the crew, particularly focusing on

the disagreements between Uncle Stew and Cody. An argument ensues when

they are tasked with repairing a mainsail torn due to a misunderstanding

about sailing terminology. Cody’s refusal to use the correct terms frustrates

Uncle Stew, leading to a heated confrontation. This spat brings Uncle Mo

into the mix, highlighting the dynamics of the adult crew as they grapple

with frustrations, miscommunication, and parenting challenges.

Despite the conflict, the sun returns after days of rain, lifting spirits aboard

as they fix the damaged sail. The narrator engages in heavy, difficult work of

sewing with stiff material, demonstrating her determination and skills.
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Chapter 22 Summary: 31. Rosalie

In this chapter of "The Wanderer," the crew embraces life at sea despite

 facing challenges like damp clothes and cloudy skies that have obscured the

sun and stars. The story opens with a lighthearted tone, noting that everyone

is still alive, which adds a humorous touch to their adventure. The narrative

highlights the characters' camaraderie as they each hoard dry T-shirts and

share moments of joy encountering wildlife.

A delightful little black bird, affectionately named Little Peep, becomes a

brief companion. Cody nurtures the bird, revealing his gentle, caring nature.

The group’s camaraderie shines as they rally around Little Peep, with playful

banter from Brian, who pokes fun at Cody’s emotional attachment. Their

interactions reveal the different personalities at play, from Cody’s tenderness

to Brian’s more cynical humor.

As they watch pilot whales swim nearby, the characters are entranced by the

beauty of nature. Uncle Dock shares a poignant story about a woman named

Rosalie who had a deep love for whales but never saw one until later in life.

This story resonates with the crew, evoking a sense of longing and

connection to the ocean. It brings a reflective moment as Uncle Dock

remembers Rosalie's joy upon finally witnessing a whale, hinting at themes

of desire and the unpredictability of life.
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The chapter captures the thrill of seeing dolphins, reinforcing the idea of

connection and trust between humans and nature. Sophie feels a deep

yearning as she watches the dolphins play, underscoring her emotional

response to their freedom and joy compared to her own burdens. Brian’s

gradual appreciation of the dolphins highlights character growth, showing he

is starting to engage more with the world around him—even if he tries to

mask it with indifference.

Uncle Mo’s artistic spirit adds another layer as he sketches the dolphins,

emphasizing the playful energy of their interactions. Through these

moments, the chapter encapsulates themes of companionship, a love for

nature, and a youthful curiosity that the characters are reminded of as they

voyage across the ocean. Despite the challenges of their journey, they bond

over shared experiences and the simple joys of life at sea, encapsulating a

spirit of adventure and discovery.
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Chapter 23 Summary: 32. Bompie and the Swimming
Hole

In Chapter 32 of "The Wanderer," the story unfolds in a thick fog as the

 characters sail on their boat, experiencing the beauty of nature with

sightings of whales, dolphins, and a captivating little bird that Sophie

becomes particularly fond of. Her attachment to the bird leads to amusing

banter with Brian, who can’t help but relate everything to orphans,

pondering how young dolphins learn without their mothers, similar to

Sophie’s own childhood experiences. This sparks a conversation about

learning and independence, with Sophie’s cheerfulness contrasting Brian's

more skeptical viewpoint.

Sophie recounts a story about Bompie, her grandfather, who defied his

parents to swim in a forbidden swimming hole. The excitement of the cool

water leads him to leap in, but he quickly gets hurt by unseen rocks. He

survives but faces punishment at home, which prompts Brian to humorously

guess the outcome of Bompie's adventure. Sophie corrects him about the

pie—this time it’s blueberry instead of apple, showing that their family

traditions can adapt even in moments of trouble.

Brian questions why Bompie keeps returning to the water despite the risks

and pain, which leads to a deeper discussion about fear and bravery. I

suggest that perhaps Bompie’s repeated ventures into danger stem from a
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need to confront his fears, a thought that resonates with Sophie but is met

with skepticism from Brian, who believes in the importance of avoiding

danger. The chapter ends on a poignant note as Sophie gazes out over the

water, visibly moved, hinting at her own struggles and desires for freedom.

Overall, this chapter explores themes of courage, the complexity of human

emotions, and the importance of facing one’s fears, all conveyed through the

lively interactions of the characters and their storytelling. The blend of

humor and deeper insights creates an engaging dynamic that resonates with

the reader.
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Chapter 24: 33. Life

In Chapter 33 of "The Wanderer," Sophie wakes up with an unusual feeling

 of animosity towards the sea, despite not actually hating it. She decides to

venture into the galley where she encounters Uncle Stew, but the interaction

is awkward because they don’t often share time together. Seeking

connection, Sophie brings up Rosalie, the woman Uncle Dock once loved.

Uncle Stew reveals that after Rosalie married someone else, Uncle Dock was

indeed heartbroken, and his ongoing journeys—visiting places like Block

Island and Martha's Vineyard—were tied to his feelings for her. He shares

personal details slowly, highlighting how Dock’s love for Rosalie still

lingers. 

Sophie's curiosity piques as she learns that Rosalie's husband has passed

away and that she had been in Grand Manan—which they

visited—afterward. However, Uncle Stew abruptly changes the subject when

Uncle Dock arrives, hinting at the sensitive nature of the topic. Sophie starts

to speculate whether their journey is really about visiting Bompie or in

search of Rosalie. 
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Chapter 25 Summary: 34. Little Kid Nightmares

In Chapter 34 of "The Wanderer," things are tense and chaotic for the

 characters aboard the boat. The narrator is sleep-deprived, overwhelmed by

family conflicts, and dealing with nature's fury—a mix of rain, fog, and

choppy seas. Tensions rise as Uncle Stew and Brian argue, and Uncle Dock

reprimands the narrator for a loose line on the deck, adding to the stress of

the situation.

Amid this turmoil, Sophie experiences nightmares that disturb everyone's

peace. She wakes the narrator, but when he asks her about the dreams, she

hesitates to share. Eventually, she recounts a haunting story about a little kid

who once fell asleep on a blanket by the ocean. In this dream, the child is

engulfed by a towering wave, and despite being rescued by their mother, the

fear of that wave lingers on. The narrative reveals a deep connection to the

ocean; while the little kid loves the water, the overwhelming power of the

wave becomes a source of anxiety.

Sophie's behavior throughout the day becomes increasingly erratic, as she

alternates between gazing at the water and rushing below deck, seeming

restless and frightened. The chapter explores themes of fear and love,

particularly regarding nature and the unpredictability of life. Sophie's

connection to the little kid symbolizes how past experiences can haunt us,

even when we have a profound affection for what we fear. The chapter
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encapsulates a blend of familial tension, the impact of dreams, and the

complex relationship with the sea, all contributing to a rich emotional

landscape.
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Chapter 26 Summary: 35. The Blue Bopper

In Chapter 35 of "The Wanderer" by Sharon Creech, the journey aboard The

 Wanderer continues with Sophie and her family making significant progress

across the Atlantic, having traveled over 1,300 miles. The excitement of

nearing their destination, Bompie, is palpable, and the crew members are

adjusting to the various time zones they encounter. Sophie notes how Cody

humorously laments each hour lost with his playful “Bye-bye, hour!” as they

travel.

Despite the cold weather, there’s a buzz of anticipation as they approach the

Gulf Stream, which Uncle Stew warns can bring sudden and violent storms.

This prompts a flurry of preparations, with Uncle Stew insisting they turn off

the boat's electrics to avoid becoming a lightning rod. The excitement in the

face of the storm showcases the strong camaraderie among the crew,

especially as they navigate through the rain, wrapped up in their

foul-weather gear, feeling alive and connected to the sea.

Cody becomes the “ham radio king,” charmingly navigating the lingo of

ham radio communications, while the crew tries to connect with friends and

family back home, specifically Sophie’s father. Their frustration at not

getting through brings mixed feelings for Sophie, who struggles with the

concept of relying on others versus the desire for independence. Uncle

Dock’s wise observation that it’s not selfish to depend on others lingers in
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Sophie’s mind, prompting her to reflect on her own values.

During a light-hearted lunch, the uncles reminisce about their childhood

adventure with a rubber dinghy they named the "Blue Bopper," which leads

to a comedic recounting of their escapade of getting pulled out to sea

without paddles. While the story brings laughter, it also unsettles Sophie,

who worries about their safety, highlighting her protective instincts and fear.

Sophie's accomplishments are evident as she climbs to the top of the mast

despite the fierce winds, proving to herself that she can conquer challenges.

However, practical issues arise, including cracks in the booms and a

malfunctioning water maker, adding to the urgency of their adventure. The

chapter concludes with Sophie acknowledging the rough conditions of life at

sea, punctuated by her persistent spirit as she helps fix problems and

navigates the trials of their journey.
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Chapter 27: 39. Bobbing

In Chapter 39 of "The Wanderer" by Sharon Creech, the characters are faced

 with increasingly fierce winds and tumultuous waves as they navigate the

open sea. After securely lashing down all loose items, their journey

transforms from a thrilling roller coaster ride to a terrifying struggle against

nature’s fury. The wind shifts, creating a chaotic environment where the

waves rise higher and crash down like monstrous creatures foaming at the

mouth, making it nearly impossible for the crew to maintain their balance or

visibility.

As they battle the storm, the tension escalates when Uncle Dock notices that

the sails are under too much strain, leading to gear failures like grommets

popping out of the sails. This casts doubt and worry among the crew. Amid

the chaos, they attempt to set up a storm trysail, but things only get worse as

the mizzen sail also starts to rip, forcing them to take it down too.

Communication becomes difficult with the wind stealing their voices,

heightening the sense of isolation and fear. 
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Chapter 28 Summary: 41. Surfing

In Chapter 41 of “The Wanderer” by Sharon Creech, the scene is set against

 the backdrop of a fierce storm at sea, where twelve-year-old Sophie finds

herself grappling with both the elements and her emotions. As the boat sails

through treacherous waves and howling winds, the power of nature feels

overwhelming, and the crew is worn out from battling the intense forces of

wind and water. Amid the chaos, Cody is swept off his feet by a huge wave,

prompting Uncle Dock to bark commands as Sophie takes the helm, feeling

the weight of responsibility.

The crew gathers to make decisions as the conditions worsen. With the

mizzen boom broken and challenges mounting, the team decides to allow the

waves to "surf" them towards Ireland without raising their storm sail due to

the risky situation. Despite this adventurous note, Sophie’s mood dampens

under the tumult of that day. She longs for the excitement of being on deck,

engaging in the hands-on work she craves, rather than being tethered to the

wheel.

Feeling frustrated and sidelined, Sophie’s feelings boil over when Uncle

Dock chooses Cody to help with the trysail instead of her. In an emotional

outburst, she argues her strength comes from effort, but Dock still insists she

stay at the helm. Later, a confrontation with Brian escalates her emotions, as

he chastises her for being selfish and reminds her that the trip isn’t just about
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her. This moment of tension pushes Sophie to her limits, and when Brian

nearly goes overboard, Cody steps in heroically, helping to stabilize him.

Sophie is left shaken by the confrontation and the chaos around her. She

feels diminished, comparing herself to a "stupid little sea flea," reflecting her

inner turmoil and the struggle for identity—caught between wanting to

prove herself and feeling disempowered. This chapter captures key themes

of teamwork, the struggle for self-worth, and the ferocity of nature, weaving

together the treacherous journey at sea with Sophie’s emotional highs and

lows as she navigates both the storm outside and the storm within.
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Chapter 29 Summary: 46. Bompie at the Ocean

In Chapter 46 of "The Wanderer" by Sharon Creech, the story unfolds with a

 sense of uncertainty and adventure as the characters Sophie and the narrator

experience the overwhelming force of nature. They find themselves amidst a

raging sea and strong winds, battling both fears of being lost at sea and the

physical exhaustion that accompanies their journey on the ocean. 

During this tense moment, the narrator reflects on a story Sophie shares

about Bompie, a pivotal character in their lives. This tale recounts Bompie's

youthful journey to the ocean, illustrating his unbridled curiosity and love

for the vast waters. Hitchhiking from Kentucky to the Virginia shore,

Bompie is enchanted by the ocean's beauty—the smells, sounds, and

sensations envelop him entirely. His joy leads him into the sea, where he

gets lost in the waves, navigating a mix of exhilaration and fatigue. This

encounter becomes a moment of nostalgia for him as he connects the

Virginia ocean with memories of another ocean in England from his

childhood.

As Bompie swims, he finds himself far from shore, struggling against the

powerful currents, and his physical and emotional limits are tested. His

exhaustion mirrors the narrator's current struggles, as they both grapple with

feelings of weariness and the innate desire to return home. Ultimately,

despite the arduous journey, Bompie succeeds in returning to shore, a
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victory that parallels the narrator’s longing for safety and solace amidst the

chaos of their travels.

The chapter resonates with themes of exploration, memory, and the deep

bond of family. Bompie’s journey speaks to the universal quest for

understanding and connection with one's heritage and experiences,

encapsulating how our past shapes our present. Sophie's retelling of

Bompie's story serves as both a comforting reminder of resilience and a

source of inspiration to face their own challenges head-on, reinforcing the

idea that even in moments of struggle, there is hope and a path back to

safety.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Chapter 30: 49. Spinning

In Chapter 49 of "The Wanderer" by Sharon Creech, Sophie, Cody, and

 Uncle Dock are on watch in the early morning hours, hoping that the

weather will calm down so they can turn the boat over to Uncle Mo and

Brian. The atmosphere is tense as the sea has been rough, but for a brief

while, the winds subside, giving them hope. During their watch, Cody

humorously addresses Sophie as "Your Highness," playfully prompting her

to wear her safety harness for protection, though Sophie initially brushes it

off, thinking the weather is getting better.

As they work on deck, Cody and Uncle Dock move with practiced skill,

managing the sails and equipment with a grace that contrasts sharply with

the choppy waters, making it feel like a choreographed performance.

However, just as they approach the end of their watch, the weather takes a

drastic turn for the worse. Sophie, keeping an eye on the waves, spots an

enormous, ominous white wave building behind them. She shouts a warning

to Cody, but it’s too late; the wave crashes down with immense force. 
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Chapter 31 Summary: 50. The Wave

In Chapter 50 of "The Wanderer" by Sharon Creech, the narrative plunges

 into an intense moment as the characters endure a harrowing experience at

sea. The chapter begins with a powerful wave that knocks Sophie off her

feet, sending her tumbling down the cabin hatch and onto the deck. In a

frenzy, she struggles to regain her bearings, desperately searching for her

loved ones, especially her brother Cody and Uncle Dock. 

Amidst the chaos, she catches sight of Uncle Stew, whose shock mirrors the

panic that envelops her. Sophie climbs through the rising water that has

flooded the cabin, feeling a mix of pain and disorientation. She manages to

locate her uncles and Brian, but her mind fixates on Cody, and panic sets in

when she realizes he isn't immediately visible. 

Sophie’s concern increases as she scrambles across the cabin. She learns that

Dock is working the bilge pump and Brian is bailing out water, but Cody's

absence is haunting her. Just then, Cody appears, injured and bloodied, his

face marred by a gash from the wheel. Sophie quickly takes charge, trying to

help him despite her own pain and the disastrous condition around them.

With makeshift urgency, she tends to his injuries, finding an emergency

medical kit and bandaging his wounds even as chaos reigns around them.

Sophie's nurturing nature shines through, as she soothes Cody, trying to
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distract him from his shock. The scene is grim, showcasing the aftermath of

the wave: the cabin is a wreck, filled with water and debris, and the boat’s

equipment is severely damaged.

Sophie is left to manage both her physical discomfort and the emotional

weight of the situation, caring for her brother while grappling with the

realization of their precarious situation at sea. This chapter highlights crucial

themes such as resilience in the face of danger, the strength of familial

bonds, and the need for calm amidst chaos, as Sophie emerges as a leader,

determined to protect and care for those she loves during this life-threatening

ordeal.
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Chapter 32 Summary: 52. Jumbled

In Chapter 52 of "The Wanderer," the intensity of the ocean is palpable as

 the characters grapple with fear and unease. The relentless roar of the sea

signifies both their physical peril and emotional turmoil. The narrator

reflects on a traumatic experience as they replay the moment a massive wave

engulfed their boat, likening it to a rebirth—overwhelmed and disoriented,

they felt helpless and vulnerable, connected only by a thin thread to safety.

The mood is grim as the group tends to their injuries. Cody, once vibrant,

now battles seasickness and confusion. Uncle Mo has joined him in misery,

while Uncle Stew looks on, and Brian is nursing a painful sprain. The

narrator’s own injuries—a throbbing leg and a sore ankle—are compounded

by a deeper emotional struggle. They feel fragmented, as though one jolt

could scatter their sense of self into chaos.

A small safety harness, which ensured their survival, serves as a reminder of

the ordeal they have just faced. In a moment of levity amidst despair, Cody

asks for pie, echoing a cherished memory of his grandfather, Bompie. Their

conversation, filled with nods to the past, hints at the complex relationship

between love, regret, and healing. The notion of Bompie's physical

discipline isn’t easily resolved, leaving them both to ponder the

ramifications of those memories. This chapter highlights the themes of

survival, the search for stability, and the deep bond among the characters,
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punctuated by moments of reflection and storytelling that offer connection

even in tumultuous times.

Key
Elements Description

Setting Oceanscape, intense atmosphere with palpable fear and unease

Thematic
Elements Survival, emotional turmoil, connection through shared memories

Characters
Affected

Cody (seasick), Uncle Mo (misery), Uncle Stew (observer), Brian
(sprained ankle), Narrator (throbbing leg, emotional struggle)

Key Event Recollection of a traumatic wave that challenged their survival

Symbolism Safety harness represents survival and past trauma

Dialogue
Elements

Cody’s request for pie connects to fond memories of his grandfather
Bompie

Emotional
State

Characters experience a mix of pain, nostalgia, and contemplation of love
and regret

Overall
Mood Grim yet reflective, highlighting unity amidst chaos
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Chapter 33: 56. Useful

In Chapter 56 of "The Wanderer" by Sharon Creech, the crew is adjusting to

 life at sea after a challenging experience where fear has crept in, especially

for the narrator, who struggles with anxiety during watch duty since their

encounter with The Wave. With their GPS out of commission, Brian and

Uncle Stew take the lead on using the sextant for navigation, showing their

expertise and proving essential for the journey. Amidst this, a sweet moment

occurs between Cody and the narrator, where Cody shares an insight about

the human desire to feel useful and to be recognized for one’s contributions.

This conversation highlights the theme of connection and the importance of

supportive relationships during tough times.

The narrator reflects on how much has changed since their earlier

adventures, reminiscing about the joy of lobstering and clamming – times

filled with excitement and innocence, which now feel distant. Their current

feelings of fear and uncertainty overshadow the love they once had for

sailing, as they yearn to reach Bompie, the narrator's beloved grandparent,

and take a break from the ocean's challenges.
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Chapter 34 Summary: 58. Little Kid: Push and Pull

In Chapter 58 of "The Wanderer" by Sharon Creech, the narrator reflects on

 their dreams about Sophie, filled with cryptic radio code that leaves them

puzzled. This leads to a poignant moment when Sophie shares a deeply

emotional story about a little kid grappling with loss. The narrative resonates

with themes of childhood confusion and grief; the little kid feels cold,

hungry, and scared, yearning for their parents who have passed away. The

comfort of a promised beautiful place—heaven—contrasts sharply with the

painful reality of abandonment. 

Sophie explains how people often expect the little kid to remember happy

moments with their parents, but those memories are burdensome and

unwanted. The little kid just wants to focus on the present and look ahead,

caught between the desire to move forward and the pull of painful memories.

After Sophie finishes her tale, the narrator struggles to articulate their

feelings and awkwardly suggests pie, which lightens the mood but also

highlights Sophie’s internal struggle. She remains quiet, as if she’s listening

to an inner voice that the narrator can’t understand, creating a sense of

longing and connection between them. The chapter beautifully captures the

complexities of dealing with loss, the innocence of childhood, and the

unspoken bond shared between the two characters.
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Chapter 35 Summary: 59. New Dreams

In Chapter 59 of "The Wanderer," the mood aboard the boat is shifting as

 Uncle Mo becomes kinder to Cody, a stark contrast to his previous

harshness. This change leaves Cody puzzled, looking to his father for

guidance. The chapter also touches on physical healing, with the characters

discussing their injuries. As Cody’s face improves and they plan for medical

help in England, Uncle Stew’s newfound calmness stands out, leading him

to share insights about parenting—balancing responsibility and letting go.

Sophie is in a reflective mood, grappling with the aftermath of their

harrowing encounter with The Wave. She connects her past dreams of waves

to what they’ve experienced, realizing that her subconscious had

foreshadowed the disaster. Paradoxically, her dreams now focus on being

lost at sea, fueling her desire to seize life. She lists adventurous ambitions:

weaving, ballooning, and hiking, longing to share these experiences with her

loved ones.

Cody shares a fascinating perspective on The Wave, suggesting it turned

their stored energy into a protective shield. Their shared experience deepens

their bond, as they both reflect on memories of their grandfather, Bompie, in

moments of peril and affirm a connection over thoughts that arose under

water. They ponder profound ideas about existence and mortality,

contemplating whether individuals really die or simply move through
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different planes of life. Struggling with the weight of these thoughts, they

switch gears into a lighter activity, juggling wet socks, symbolizing their

need for levity amidst the heaviness of existential reflection. The chapter

captures themes of growth, resilience, and the enduring bonds of family, all

woven together by their shared journey and experiences.
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Chapter 36: 60. Questions

In this introspective chapter from "The Wanderer," the narrator grapples with

 feelings of confusion and disconnect, especially regarding their relationship

with their father. Despite sharing a life together, the narrator suddenly feels

as if they hardly know him, pondering questions about his past and their

shared experiences. It’s a moment of awakening, where time seems to blur,

and the narrator realizes they’ve been coasting through life without truly

engaging or asking the important questions that define their existence.

The journey to Ireland looms ahead, but instead of excitement, it triggers

anxiety and uncertainty. The narrator worries not only about reaching their

destination but also about Sophie, who seems to have a deeper

understanding of Bompie's stories, particularly those about struggle and

water. There’s a fear that something might happen upon arrival that could

change everything.

A poignant moment occurs when Bompie's story about loss resurfaces in the

narrator's thoughts, showing how intertwined their dreams and realities are.
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Chapter 37 Summary: 61. Ahoy Ahoy

In Chapter 61 of "The Wanderer," the excitement of Cody, Dock, and the

 narrator unfolds during a night watch at sea. Amidst the darkness, Cody’s

shouts of “Ahoy!” keep everyone alert, initially leading to comical

misinterpretations, like mistaking a low cloud for something significant.

However, the tension transforms into sheer joy as dawn breaks, revealing a

mountain peeking through the clouds, signaling land ahead—specifically,

the southern coast of Ireland.

The discovery of land brings a wave of relief and exhilaration for the crew,

marked by celebratory shouts and joyous songs about the beauty of the

mountain. Uncle Dock recites lines from “The Rime of the Ancient

Mariner,” connecting their journey back to literature, while highlighting the

thrill of returning to the familiarities of land—like lighthouses and churches.

As the crew sails along the vibrant Irish coastline, filled with lush green

fields, lapping waves, and historical sights such as old castles, the spirit of

adventure is palpable.

However, this moment of unity is overshadowed by a brewing conflict

below deck between Uncle Stew and Uncle Mo, hinting at underlying

tensions within the crew. The chapter captures the essence of exploration

and the contrast between the exhilaration of discovery and the complexity of

human relationships, weaving together themes of nature’s beauty, the
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longing for home, and the challenges that can accompany adventure.
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Chapter 38 Summary: 62. Land

In Chapter 62 of "The Wanderer" by Sharon Creech, excitement and chaos

 unfold as the crew of The Wanderer finally reaches land after their

tumultuous journey at sea. The moment they spot land is filled with joy and

disbelief, as they revel in the sight of trees and cars, a stark contrast to the

vast ocean they’ve navigated. However, this euphoria quickly turns into

turmoil when a significant argument breaks out among the adults on the

boat. Uncle Stew raises the question of who will handle the repairs for The

Wanderer and whether they should rent a car to proceed to Bompie’s rather

than wait for the boat to be fixed.

Tensions escalate as they debate who will stay with the boat, leading to

heated exchanges. Uncle Stew's insistence that Sophie should remain behind

ignites further conflict, but Sophie stands her ground, decisively stating that

she will go to Bompie's no matter what. This moment highlights her

determination and growth throughout the journey. Amidst the fighting,

there’s a sense of confusion and helplessness; attempts to contact their

families yield no responses, adding to Sophie’s anxiety about where her

parents are.

As the crew struggles to adjust to solid ground again, they find themselves

wobbly and unsure, with the next steps unclear. While the adults are

preoccupied with their quarrels and plans, there is an underlying theme of
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family dynamics, communication breakdowns, and the varied ways

individuals cope with stress and change. Despite the chaos, the chapter

concludes with a reaffirmation of their survival and the euphoric realization

that they are back on land, embracing the uncertainty of what comes next

with a sense of hope and excitement.
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Chapter 39: 63. Bursting

In Chapter 63 of "The Wanderer" by Sharon Creech, the sense of transition

 becomes palpable as the characters step onto solid ground after their long

sea voyage. The moment they dock and exit The Wanderer is humorous, as

they struggle to maintain their balance, feeling as if they're still at sea,

marking the first time the narrator experiences a kind of seasickness—only

this time on dry land.

The group heads to a pub where they indulge in delicious food—heaped

plates loaded with gravy, fresh bread, fruits, and vegetables—appreciating

the convenience of dining without needing to grip their plates tightly. As

they eat, excitement fills the air, and they can't help but share their

remarkable journey with anyone who will listen. Each person brims with

enthusiasm, recounting the harrowing experiences of their voyage: the fierce

storms, shattered booms, towering waves, and close calls with disaster. Their

stories flow freely, highlighting a deep yearning to connect and be

understood through their shared experiences.
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Chapter 40 Summary: 64. New Body

In Chapter 64 of "The Wanderer," the narrator wakes up early in an Irish inn,

 feeling a mix of excitement and disorientation. The new surroundings are a

stark contrast to the experiences on the boat, with the peaceful harbor view

and the absence of the ocean's rocking. This shift emphasizes a significant

change in the narrator—not just the physical setting, but an emotional and

mental awakening, akin to having a "new body."

The events of the previous day linger in the narrator's mind, especially the

chaotic moments onboard when they faced a frightening wave. The

atmosphere last night was electric, filled with animated conversations as if

the characters had just found their voices after a long silence. Sophie,

especially chatty, proudly claims them as her cousins, showcasing her

growing confidence. The camaraderie among the trio—Sophie, Brian, and

the narrator—shines through, revealing their unique connections.

Brian shares a humorous yet heartfelt account of his fear during the storm,

comparing himself to a "puny chicken in a meat market." This light-hearted

perspective helps to transform a traumatic experience into something that

can be laughed about, highlighting the theme of resilience in facing fears.

Meanwhile, Sophie recalls the terrifying moment of The Wave, showing her

vivid imagination and blending of their stories, which enriches their shared

journey.
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Overall, this chapter captures a pivotal moment of transition and bonding, as

the characters reflect on their past struggles while looking forward to the

adventures ahead. The themes of growth, the power of storytelling, and the

importance of friendship create a vibrant tapestry of emotions and

experiences that keep readers engaged.
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Chapter 41 Summary: 65. Push-Pull

In Chapter 65 of "The Wanderer" by Sharon Creech, the journey to

 Bompie’s is filled with tension and anticipation. The narrator, along with

Cody, Brian, and their uncles, are crammed into a car, grappling with a sense

of discomfort after a recent fight among the adults. Uncle Dock, who wanted

to sail The Wanderer along the Irish coast, is now trying to make the best of

the situation by arranging a brief stop at a friend’s house, even though the

other uncles are adamant about not lingering. The ride is chaotic, with Uncle

Stew’s driving style adding an element of danger as they navigate narrow

roads, nearly colliding with sheep and farmers.

Despite the underlying tensions, there’s a vibrant beauty around them, with

lush green landscapes and dramatic cliffs overlooking the sea, reminding the

narrator of their recent tumultuous experience at sea. However, the

excitement of the adventure is dulled by the uncles’ determination to hurry

on and the narrator’s internal conflict about visiting Bompie. They feel a mix

of eagerness and fear at the thought of seeing Bompie, hinting at deeper

emotional stakes and unresolved feelings.

Throughout the journey, the narrator’s desire for connection clashes with the

present atmosphere of annoyance and urgency among the adults, showcasing

the themes of family dynamics and the complexities of anticipation. It’s a

rich moment of reflection on the longing for home and the bittersweet
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feelings that come with growth and change.
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Chapter 42: 67. Phone Calls

In Chapter 67 of "The Wanderer," the characters are navigating the strange

 and emotional terrain of their journey. It all starts with a surprising reunion

as Uncle Dock unexpectedly finds Rosalie at a friend's house in Ireland. The

joy of this encounter prompts a flurry of phone calls back home, where

everyone exchanges excited greetings across the ocean. The atmosphere is

electric, filled with laughter and relief as they reconnect, especially for

Sophie, who is overwhelmed with disbelief at hearing their loved ones’

voices.

However, not everything is perfect; Sophie's mother shares worrying news

about Bompie’s health, which adds urgency to their journey. She insists that

if they don’t check in by tomorrow, she will come to visit Bompie herself.

This news sets a frantic pace for the group as they hurry to reach Bompie's,

though Dock is reluctant to leave Rosalie. Ultimately, he agrees to part ways

with the promise that she will join them soon.

Once back in the car, a playful teasing ensues about Rosalie, with Uncle
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Chapter 43 Summary: 69. The Little Gir

In this chapter of "The Wanderer," the journey through Wales brings Sophie

 immense joy as she imagines life in the quaint villages, asking her family

questions about schools, meals, and the locals. However, the atmosphere

shifts during a dinner at an inn, where Brian presses Uncle Dock for answers

about Sophie’s real parents. Tensions rise as Brian suspects Sophie is lying

about her family and Bompie, a character of significance to them all.

Uncle Dock begins to share a story about a little girl who, after losing her

parents, experiences a sense of abandonment and a longing for belonging.

This girl eventually moves from one home to another, desperately wanting

to be loved and accepted, ultimately convincing herself that her new

adoptive family is her true family. As Dock recounts her journey, the

realization strikes Cody and the others, leading to a poignant moment when

Sophie arrives—her presence casting a new light on the narrative they were

constructing in their minds about her life.

Dinner becomes a tense affair as they all look at Sophie in a different light.

She's visibly affected by their gaze, shedding a tear that conveys a depth of

emotion and vulnerability. After crossing the Severn River into England, the

family is overcome with nostalgia as they reflect on their roots, connecting

their heritage to the land.
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Sophie contemplates the implications of their family’s history; questions of

existence and identity arise, particularly when she ponders her place in the

family’s narrative. Brian, equally curious, wonders about the stories Sophie

knows—did she create them? Cody, lost in thought, reflects on the mysteries

surrounding Sophie, including details about her parents’ deaths and the

emotions intertwined with them. The chapter closes with a sense of

anticipation as they draw closer to Bompie’s home, leaving readers intrigued

by Sophie’s thoughts and experiences yet to be uncovered.
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Chapter 44 Summary: 72. Bompie

In Chapter 72 of "The Wanderer" by Sharon Creech, the narrator experiences

 an emotional moment as they visit Bompie, a beloved family member who

is not quite himself. The setting is beautifully described, portraying a cozy,

picturesque English home with roses and lavender that create a welcoming

atmosphere. However, the mood is heavy with concern, as Bompie is

confused and does not fully recognize the family gathered around him.

As they approach Bompie, his frailty becomes apparent. The family hopes

for a moment of connection, but when introduced, Bompie struggles to

remember their names, mistaking Uncle Dock for someone named Peter and

insisting that other family members are away at camp. This confusion draws

a bittersweet picture of aging and the fading of memory, emphasizing the

fragility of identity and relationships.

Cody, Brian, Uncle Mo, and Uncle Stew each try to connect with Bompie,

but it's only when the narrator, Sophie, reveals her identity that she finally

breaks through to him. This fleeting recognition becomes a poignant

moment, showcasing the importance of family bonds, even when

circumstances seem to obscure them.

Overall, the chapter beautifully captures themes of love, memory, and the

challenges that come with aging. It evokes both tenderness and sadness,
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reminding readers of the significance of family connections and the simple

joy of being recognized by someone you care about.
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Chapter 45: 73. The Story

In Chapter 73 of "The Wanderer," the journey of Sophie and her family

 continues as they stay with Bompie, her grandfather, who has been largely

unresponsive since their arrival. Initially, Bompie seems distant, lost in his

own world, but a breakthrough occurs when Sophie starts to share stories

from his past. She recalls significant moments from Bompie's life, such as

his childhood in Kentucky and various adventures, prompting him to

remember them vividly. Together, they explore happy memories, yet there

are gaps in his recollection, particularly regarding traumatic experiences

involving water.

As Sophie delves deeper into these stories, she inadvertently interweaves her

own fears and experiences, particularly one involving loss and loneliness.

When Sophie describes a sailing story that eerily mirrors her own life, it

becomes a poignant moment of revelation for both her and Bompie.

Realizing that the traumatic aspects of the story are more reflective of her

own past than Bompie's, Sophie is struck by the weight of this realization

and breaks down, overwhelmed by emotion.
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Chapter 46 Summary: 74. Apples

In Chapter 74 of "The Wanderer" by Sharon Creech, the scene unfolds in

 Bompie’s vibrant garden, filled with blooming flowers and a bountiful

apple tree. The family is spending time with Bompie, who is in a delicate

state of health. Uncle Mo surprises everyone by making an apple pie from a

recipe he found in Grandma’s cookbook, which brings laughter and tears of

joy to Bompie and the family. This heartfelt moment emphasizes the theme

of family love and connection, as they share food and memories.

As they sit with Bompie, a tense moment occurs when his breathing

momentarily falters, creating a sense of suspense. Yet, he recovers, and the

siblings share a silent understanding, thinking, “Giddy-up, Bompie,”

reflecting their hope and love for him.

The chapter takes a serious turn as Uncle Stew and Uncle Mo argue about

what to do with Bompie’s care. Uncle Stew insists Bompie should return to

America, while Uncle Mo believes he should stay in his beloved England.

Uncle Dock wisely suggests they ask Bompie what he wants, and he firmly

states, “I’m home! I’m staying put!” This decision underscores Bompie’s

attachment to his home and the beauty surrounding him. 

Amid the tension, Brian, inspired by the apple pie, decides to learn how to

make it, representing a desire to carry on family traditions. Meanwhile,
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Uncle Mo brings light-heartedness by juggling apples, and the children join

in the fun, playfully clunking each other with the apples as they perform for

Bompie. This joyful scene contrasts with the earlier conflict and highlights

the importance of family support, humor, and shared experiences,

reaffirming the theme of togetherness even in difficult times. The chapter

ends with laughter and a sense of unity, leaving the reader with a warm

feeling amidst the complexities of life and care.
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Chapter 47 Summary: 75. Oh, Rosalie!

In Chapter 75 of "The Wanderer," the characters grapple with the sudden

 departure of Rosalie, a pivotal figure in their lives. Uncle Dock returns from

a walk alone, looking upset and revealing the shocking news that Rosalie is

leaving for Spain the next day. The group, particularly Sophie and Brian,

bombards Uncle Dock with questions, expressing disbelief and concern

about her abrupt exit. Sophie urges Dock to convince her to stay, while

Brian insists on stopping her. Uncle Dock, however, acknowledges Rosalie's

independence, leading to a discussion about his own feelings.

As the conversation progresses, it becomes clear that Uncle Dock had

proposed to Rosalie, but she deemed it “too soon,” a revelation that shocks

the group, especially given Dock’s long-standing affection for her. While the

mood is initially heavy with sadness and questions about Rosalie’s

decisions, a sense of optimism emerges as Uncle Dock decides to stay

behind in England to care for his aging father, Bompie. This dedication to

family resonates deeply, prompting reflections on love, sacrifice, and the

complexities of relationships.

As they pack for their journey home, Brian voices concern over Uncle

Dock’s sacrifice, while Sophie imagines a future where Rosalie might return.

The chapter closes with a hopeful note, as the siblings fantasize about

visiting Uncle Dock and Bompie in England, and maybe even taking another
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adventure aboard The Wanderer, hinting at the enduring bonds of family and

friendship despite life’s uncertainties.
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Chapter 48: 76. Gifts

In Chapter 76 of "The Wanderer" by Sharon Creech, the family gathers

 around Bompie to share stories about their adventurous journey on The

Wanderer. Bompie, fully engaged and vibrant with the tales, humorously

demands pie, which leads to a delightful surprise. Instead of pie, Uncle Mo

presents a series of thoughtful drawings he has created for each family

member, each capturing special moments and characteristics that reflect their

personalities.

Bompie's gift is a whimsical sketch of him happily eating pie, which brings

laughter and joy. Uncle Stew, Brian, and Uncle Dock each receive creative

portrayals that highlight their roles during the trip, with Uncle Mo’s artistic

touch beautifully showcasing the essence of their experiences. Cody receives

a particularly striking drawing of himself juggling everyone else on the boat,

a playful nod to his character, which he adores and praises highly.

In a heartwarming exchange, Cody reciprocates the gesture by gifting Uncle

Mo a drawing of him in a deck chair, signifying their bond and mutual
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Chapter 49 Summary: 77. Remembering

In Chapter 77 of "The Wanderer," the characters reflect deeply on their

 recent adventures and personal journeys after returning home. The chapter

opens with a bittersweet goodbye to Uncle Dock and Bompie, followed by

an awe-inspiring flight over the vast ocean they had just traversed. Now

home, narrator tells us about their time at the beach with Sophie, who is

visiting for the week. They reminisce about their trip aboard The Wanderer,

recalling their stops at Block Island, Martha's Vineyard, Grand Manan, and

the daunting journey across the ocean to Ireland.

A poignant moment occurs when the narrator brings up Sophie’s childhood

memories of clamming with her Bompie, hinting that this could be her

biological Bompie, suggesting that Sophie might have memories of her first

family starting to resurface. Sophie seems taken aback by this thought,

leading to a touching discussion about growing up and the importance of

memories, both painful and joyful. The narrator muses that the little girl

Sophie once was has found a place where her memories can safely emerge,

allowing her to reclaim lost moments of happiness.

The chapter also shows growth in the adults around them. Uncle Stew shares

exciting news about his new job with a company that studies the ocean floor,

sparking Sophie’s curiosity before she expresses a hesitance to know too

much about the mysterious ocean depths. Meanwhile, Sophie's father reveals
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he has started taking night art classes, creating a delightful image of him

transforming into "Moses the Artist," balancing his day job with his passion

for art.

There's a sense of optimism as Uncle Dock announces that The Wanderer is

fixed and hints that Bompie might be well enough for a sail next month.

This joyful anticipation is coupled with a playful exchange about the

potential for new journeys, with Sophie jokingly warning Uncle Dock about

Bompie falling overboard.

As the chapter comes to a close, plans emerge for another adventure with

friends—a raft on the Ohio River. The kids excitedly plan to name their raft

The Blue Bopper Wanderer, recalling their humorous past adventures with

Bompie, reinforcing themes of friendship and the importance of shared

memories.

In essence, Chapter 77 beautifully captures the themes of memory,

adventure, family, and the joy of newfound opportunities, all while

maintaining a light-hearted and nostalgic tone that resonates throughout their

journeys.
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Chapter 50 Summary: Questions for Discussion

In Chapter 50 of "The Wanderer" by Sharon Creech, we see a culmination of

 the journey that Sophie and her crew have been undertaking, both literally at

sea and in their personal growth. As the crew continues their adventure, they

face challenges that test their resilience and deepen their relationships. 

Sophie reflects on her bond with the ocean, the haunting pull of the waves

becoming stronger as her understanding of herself evolves. This chapter

touches on her poetic inclinations, echoing earlier sentiments from the book

and illustrating her deepening connection to the sea, which symbolizes both

discovery and challenge. Throughout the chapter, Sophie grapples with her

identity as the only girl among the crew, leading to moments of

introspection and determination as she finds her place amidst the boys. 

There’s a significant development in Sophie’s relationship with Cody, where

their dynamic shifts from initial uncertainty to a budding camaraderie. Their

interactions evolve, highlighting how they learn from one another, reflecting

their growth as individuals. Sophie's perspective on Cody transforms as she

begins to see his strengths and vulnerabilities, pushing aside her earlier

doubts about his intelligence and capabilities, which fosters a sense of

mutual respect and understanding.

Amidst the waves and shared lessons, the crew members each come to
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showcase their unique talents. Sophie’s storytelling is a pivotal moment,

revealing her character's depth while fostering connections among the group.

Uncle Stew's initiative for each member to teach something not only serves

as a bonding experience but also emphasizes their diverse strengths and how

they contribute to the journey together.

The overarching theme of dealing with pain and personal histories is

palpable. Each character carries their burdens—Sophie’s orphan status,

Cody's youthful bravado hiding insecurities, and the older crew members

grappling with their pasts. This chapter encapsulates how their shared

experiences at sea allow them to confront these pains, providing glimpses of

healing and understanding.

In this segment, dreams significantly surface again, particularly Sophie’s

recurring dream about "The Wave." This motif symbolizes her fears and

aspirations, weaving her internal struggles with her external journey. As the

waves crash and the crew continues onward, each character navigates their

own personal tempest, creating a rich tapestry of growth, friendship, and

self-discovery.

Chapter 50 isn’t just a point in the narrative; it serves as a turning point

where characters evolve, relationships deepen, and the sea transforms from a

mere backdrop to an integral part of their identities. It’s a beautiful

exploration of how journeys, both physical and emotional, can shape who
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we are and who we aspire to be.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Chapter 51: Questions for Sharon Creech

In Chapter 51 of "The Wanderer," the journey across the ocean reaches a

 climactic moment as the crew faces both external challenges and internal

reflections. The chapter dives into the emotional and physical trials of

sailing, capturing the raw power of nature and the resilience of the

characters. Sophie, a young girl aboard the boat, grapples with her feelings

of isolation as the only female among her male shipmates, showcasing her

determination and self-worth amidst the dismissive attitudes she encounters.

This journey highlights the theme of gender dynamics and the quest for

identity, as Sophie navigates both the ocean and her place within the group.

Meanwhile, the characters bond over shared experiences, with humor and

camaraderie emerging despite the underlying tensions. Their interactions

reveal deeper relationships and the ways they influence one another,

embodying the intergenerational connections present throughout the

narrative. Each character offers their skills, such as Cody’s storytelling and

Uncle Stew’s practical sailing knowledge, enriching the group's dynamic

and highlighting the importance of community support during trying times.
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