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About the book

In "The World That Made New Orleans,” Ned Sublette masterfully unveils
the intricate tapestry of cultural influences that coalesced to create one of the
most vibrant citiesin America. Through a captivating blend of history,
music, and gastronomy, Sublette explores how the confluence of African,
European, and Indigenous traditions forged a unique identity that resonates
in the rhythms of jazz and the flavors of its famous cuisine. This
enlightening narrative not only chronicles the evolution of New Orleans but
also challenges conventional notions of cultural heritage by revealing the
city as aliving testament to resilience and innovation. As readers traverse
the streets of this storied locale, they are invited to appreciate the rich, often
tumultuous history that continues to pulse at its heart, making it a must-read

for anyone intrigued by the forces that shape our world.
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About the author

Ned Sublette is a celebrated American musician, historian, and author,
renowned for his degp expertise in the cultural intersections of music and
history, particularly as they pertain to New Orleans. With a background in
both music performance and scholarship, Sublette has contributed
significantly to the understanding of the complex social and musical tapestry
that has shaped the Crescent City. A prominent figure in the dialogue
surrounding the influences of African, Spanish, French, and Creole cultures,
he brings a unique perspective to the narrative of New Orleans evolution. In
addition to his critical writings, Sublette is also a gifted musician, often
blending his historical insightsinto his artistic works, and has authored
severa influential texts that explore the roots of American music and its

connection to broader cultural movements.
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Chapter 1 Summary: 1 Rock the City

In the spirited atmosphere of New Orleans, the historical narrative converges
with vibrant cultural expressions, particularly through music, which
showcases the city’ s unique and rich heritage. Beginning in 1819, avisitor
noted the lively gathering of African slaves who, on the Sabbath, would
gather in Congo Square to engage in their vigorous Congo dances. Unlike
much of the rest of the United States, where Sunday was often aday of
quietude and reverence, New Orleans, a predominantly French-speaking,
Catholic city with amajority black population, pulsated with movement and
rhythm.

The evolution of music in New Orleans can be traced to significant historical
events and cultural influences. Fast-forward to 1947, Roy Brown's “Good
Rockin’ Tonight,” often considered the pioneering rock ‘n’ roll record,
encapsulates this musical transition. Recorded merely a block away from the
famed Congo Square, this moment symbolizes a cultural continuum that
links the early dances of enslaved Africans to the modern sounds of rock and
roll. This book focuses on the intricate journey of New Orleans up to 1819,

offering insights into the multicultural tapestry that defines the city.

Upon the acquisition of the Louisiana Purchase by the United States in 1803,
New Orleans was already an eclectic urban center, characterized by a mosaic

of languages and arich Afro-Louisianan culture. By the time Louisiana
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achieved statehood in 1812, the distinct elements that set New Orleans apart
from other American cities were firmly in place. Understanding the city's
history requires viewing it within the broader context of international
dynamics, as New Orleans emerged as a crucial commercial nexus linking
various regions, including the Mississippi watershed, the Gulf Coast, and
beyond to the Caribbean and Europe.

New Orleans unigue cultural identity was shaped by a series of colonial
administrations—French, Spanish, and Anglo-American—all of which
brought their distinct languages, cultures, and slave systems. Each regime
tailored the experiences and rights of enslaved Africans, contributing to the
emergence of adistinct Afro-Louisianan culture that thrived amid the
complexities of colonial rule. Notably, during the Spanish period, which was
pivotal in the development of this culture, enslaved people enjoyed certain
legal rights, including the ability to purchase their freedom, surpassing the

experiences of African Americans elsewhere in the United States.

The era of the Spanish governed L ouisiana coincided with significant
historical upheavals, such as the American, French, and Haitian revolutions.
Amidst these changes, New Orleans established vital trade links with
Havana, Cuba, shaping its cultural and economic landscape. This
relationship endured for over 190 years until the U.S. embargo in 1962

reshaped trade dynamics and communication between the two cities.
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The refugee influx from Saint-Domingue, following the Haitian Revolution,
further influenced the sociocultural developmentsin New Orleans,
illustrating the interconnectedness of these histories. The impact of these
revolutions and the subsequent establishment of Haiti played acritical role
in the cultural and economic exchanges that continued to shape New

Orleans.

Navigating through the city's streets is akin to traversing atimeline of its
rich heritage. The names of prominent streets evoke memories of historical
figures and events. Various names pay homage to both celebrated and
contentious historical figures, illustrating the complex legacies embedded in
the city’ s history. For example, while streets commemorate slave-owning
presidents, the absence of names honoring figures such as Abraham Lincoln
reflects the societal tensions of the time. The streets of New Orleans also
illustrate the lasting imprint of slavery, as many structures still bear witness
to the craftsmanship of enslaved artisans who shaped the city's architectural

landscape.

Overdll, New Orleans stands as a testament to the resilience and creativity
born from its tumultuous history, where the echoes of the past harmonize
with the city’ s vibrant present, continuously fostering arich musical and

cultural legacy that is distinctly its own.
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Chapter 2 Summary: 2 The Gift of the River

In avivid exploration of New Orleans geographical and historical context,
Chapter 2 of "The World That Made New Orleans' by Ned Sublette
intricately weaves the relationship between the city and the Mississippi
River, shedding light on both its precarious foundations and its rich cultural

heritage.

1. Geological Foundations: The narrative opens with a humorous
observation about the instability of New Orleans’ terrain, marked by mud
rather than solid ground. Beneath the surface lies a complex composition of
peat and clay, with a high water table necessitating above-ground tombs for
the city's deceased. The ongoing subsidence of the land is alarming, with
some areas sinking significantly over the decades—demonstrating afragile

city built on a geologically young delta.

2. The Mississippi River's Role: Louisiana, described as Americas
drainpipe, channels a substantial portion of the continental runoff through
the Mississippi, which branches into a complex delta before reaching the
Gulf of Mexico. The river's mouth, often noted for its myriad branches, has
been likened to the Nile, with historically significant implications for trade
and settlement patterns. New Orleans, situated at the river's bend, arose as a
crucial port, impacted by its natural geography and position relative to the
Gulf.
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3. Historical Significance and Military L egacy: The strategic importance
of New Orleansis underscored by itsrole in historical conflicts, from the
American Revolution through the Civil War. The city served as acritical
military hub, with diverse militia participation, including African American
troops contributing to its military legacy. Unique events like the Battle of
New Orleans cemented its place in history, highlighting the intersection of

geography, commerce, and conflict that shaped the city.

4. Geographical Challenges New Orleans unique topography,
described as a bow! surrounded by water, creates challenges for drainage
and habitation. The city’s elevation is the lowest of any U.S. city, which
complicates rainwater management. The levee systems, meant to control
flooding, paradoxically contribute to land subsidence and limit sediment

replenishment, exacerbating the city’ s vulnerability.

5. Cultural and Community Resilience Following the devastation of
Hurricane Katrina in 2005, the narrative reflects on the profound loss
experienced by the city's population, particularly among African American
communities. The scattering of cultural and historical knowledge, akin to
pages of an encyclopediatorn asunder, emphasizes the fragility of collective
memory in the face of disaster. Y et, the hope remains that the spirit of the

city and its people will endure as they work toward recovery.
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6. Continued Evolution: As Sublette transitions back in time to discuss

the forces shaping New Orleans colonial foundation, the chapter highlights
the intertwined relationships of European powers in shaping the land and the
social fabric of the city. Through the lens of its rich and diverse past, the
reader is encouraged to reflect on New Orleans as a living testament to the

interplay of geography, history, and culture.

This chapter lays the groundwork for understanding the unique existence of
New Orleans, not just as a geographical point on a map, but as adynamic
city steeped in history and resilience, continually shaped by the forces of
nature and human activity. The legacy of the river and the people connected

to it remains a pivotal theme as the story continues to unfold.
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Chapter 3: 3 Piety

The third chapter of "The World That Made New Orleans' by Ned Sublette
delvesinto the intertwining themes of piety, colonial ambition, and
economic exploitation that characterized Spanish rule in the Caribbean and

the New World during the 16th century.

1. The journey of the Spanish monarchs Fernando and Isabel marked the
initiation of Spain as a significant power with global ambitions. Their
marriage unified distinct kingdoms—Aragon and Castile—each possessing
its own laws and languages, yet striving toward a singular imperial identity.
Upon the European stage, only the Ottoman Empire was comparable to

Spain’s emerging might.

2. The systematic colonization began in the Caribbean, with Columbus's
discovery of La Espaiiola (modern-day Dominican Republic and Haiti)

introducing the Taino people to merciless subjugation and significant
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Chapter 4 Summary: 4 Louis, Louis

In the context of the broader European colonial endeavors, this chapter

provides a detailed account of France's activities and attitudes in the New
World, illustrating both the complexities and contradictions of
empire-building during the 17th century. Central to this narrative is the
perspective of Louis X1V, whose skepticism about exploratory discoveriesis
juxtaposed against the vast ambitions and various socio-political

developments in colonial America.

1. The French Colonization Beginnings: Jacques Cartier’s early claim of
Canadain 1536 marks the start of French interestsin the New World.
However, it was not until Samuel Champlain established Québec in 1608
that tangible colonization efforts began. The strategic location of Québec at
the mouth of the St. Lawrence River allowed for significant control over

access to the interior and trade routes.

2. Freestyle Societies and Pirate Culture: The chapter discusses the
emergence of unconventional societies like the boucaniers and the
freebooters of Tortuga, who operated largely outside traditional governance
structures. Their lives were marked by hardship but also a degree of freedom
unknown in Europe, highlighting the complex social fabric of the New

World where some thrived as others suffered under oppression.

More Free Book %‘\ i gor)
Scan to Dow/


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb

3. Economic Shifts and the Slave Trade: France' s gradual transition from
piracy and cattle ranching in Saint-Domingue to agriculture marked a
significant economic shift. Tobacco cultivation set the stage for the colony’s
prosperity, and by the 1640s, the colony was thriving. The role of the Dutch
privateers in introducing the slave trade to Americais crucial, as they
inadvertently brought the first African slaves to the English colony of
Virginia, creating a system that persisted and expanded over time,

4. La Salle and the Claim of Louisiana: René-Robert Cavelier, Seur delLa
Salle's expedition in 1682 solidified France's claimsin North America. His
exploration of the Mississippi River led to the naming of the territory asLa
Louisiane, in honor of Louis X1V, which reflected the king's imperia

aspirations despite his eventual dismissal of La Salle's discoveries.

5. The Brutality of Colonial Governance: The promulgation of the Code
Noir in 1685 demonstrated the brutal realities of slave labor in French
colonies. It established alegal framework for the treatment of slaves while
simultaneously revoking civil rights for French Protestants, a move that
signified increasing religious and social intolerance under Louis X1V's

reign.
6. Huguenot Exodus and Economic Impact: The revocation of the Edict of

Nantes created a mass exodus of Huguenots, destabilizing French society

and economy. Their skilled labor in various trades notably contributed to the
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economic development of other nations, especially in textiles, as they sought

refuge in more tolerant regions.

7. The War of the Grand Alliance: Louis XI1V's military ambitionsled to a
protracted conflict known as the War of the Grand Alliance. Despite France's
wealth and population advantages, England's robust economic system and
broader talent pool due to religious tolerance ultimately undermined French
efforts. The war ended with France financially depleted, but with gainsin

territory such as Saint-Domingue secured.

8. Shifting Colonial Goals. With the War concluded, France aimed to exploit
the wealth of southern North America but mistakenly focused on regions
with no precious metals, underscoring alack of understanding of the land's

true resources and the unsustainable mindset of empire.

In summary, this chapter encapsulates the rich historical tapestry of the
French colonial experience, revealing the interplay of exploration,
exploitation, economic shifts, and the profound social changes driven by
both ambition and conflict. It illustrates how these early encountersin the
New World set the stage for future developments and struggles that would

define the colonial period and its long-term impacts.
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Chapter 5 Summary: 5 Mardi Gras

In the historical context of early colonial aspirationsin North America, the
narrative surrounding the French exploration and settlement of Louisiana,
particularly through the experiences of Pierre Le Moyne, Sieur d' lberville, is
rich and multifaceted. The story beginsin 1698 when Louis Phélypaux,
Comte de Pontchartrain, acted on intelligence suggesting British plans for
control at the mouth of the Mississippi River. Fearing this strategic territory
would fall to the British, he dispatched Iberville from Nouvelle-France
(Canada) to establish a French presence in the New World.

1. Background of Ibervilleand HisMission: Iberville, afigure of
Canadian heritage, was raised amidst the complexities of fur trading and
Indigenous relations. A seasoned and celebrated soldier, he had played
significant roles in conflicts like King William's War. Notably, his
appointment from Pontchartrain marked a pivotal moment for the colony; he
was tasked not only with exploring the mouth of the Mississippi but also
with laying the groundwork for a settlement in aregion ripe with potential

— or S0 it was believed.

2. The Founding of Mardi Gras Upon his exploration, Iberville
established a campsite on the East Bank of the Mississippi on March 3,
1699, coinciding with Mardi Gras. This day, marking the festivities before

L ent, became historically significant not just for its cultural symbolism but
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also because it represented the fusion of European and Indigenous traditions
as the colonists interacted with the native Houma Indians. Their ceremonial
hospitality — complete with music, dance, and traditional attire— provided

avivid tableau of multicultural exchange.

3. Challenges of Settlement: Initially, Iberville established his first
settlement at Bay St. Louis, which quickly proved inadequate due to poor
agricultural land and lack of fresh water. Consequently, he moved on to
Mobile Bay, but the quest for the Mississippi's true mouth remained fraught

with difficulties, including the complexities of its many distributaries.

4. Emergence of Lifein Louisiana: Asthe French-speaking colonists
settled, they encountered the realities of coexistence with free Black
communities and Indigenous peoples who had their own histories and
cultures well before French arrival. The intermingling of cultures — often
driven by survival — became a defining characteristic of the fledgling

colony, as did the relationships formed through trade and diplomacy.

5. The Expansion of Tensions and Gover nance Amidst navigating the
challenges of colonial governance, |berville eventualy left Louisianain
1702, handing over administration to his younger brother, Bienville, who
continued to develop the territory under the duress of limited supplies and
intermittent contact with France. Bienville sinitiatives laid the foundations

for much of what would become New Orleans, particularly around the
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Bayou St. John area.

6. The Influence of European Politics The overarching geopolitical
turmoil, marked by the War of Spanish Succession, significantly impacted
the colonies. Both France and Spain faced strains that limited their capacity
to support colonia ventures leading to challenges such as hunger and
resource scarcity in Louisiana. Despite these hardships, the colony persisted,
adapting to local conditions and often integrating local Indigenous

knowledge into their way of life.

7. Colonial Economic Interests The narrative reflects a continuous

effort to exploit perceived riches, such as silver, gold, and agriculture,
which were often nonexistent. Asfigureslike Antoine de laMothe, Sieur de
Cadillac, sought financial backing for exploration, the harsh realities of
establishing a sustainable colony became apparent. Ultimately, Cadillac's
tenure was marked by disillusionment and failure to realize the potentials

initially envisioned.

8. Historical L egaciesand Impact: The foundation of Natchitoches and
similar settlements exemplified the evolving landscape of colonialism,
where French and Spanish interests often intersected and sometimes clashed.
The beginnings of Louisiana and the intertwined fates of its settlers and

I ndigenous peoples created a dynamic social fabric that would define the
region's historical identity.
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The focus on Mardi Grasin the context of Iberville'sarrival is emblematic of
the blend of cultures that defined early New Orleans, reflecting the
complexities and vibrancy of lifein anew world marked by exploration,
conflict, and cultural exchange. The emergence of these colonies shaped not
only the geography of North America but also established enduring cultural

traditions that would resonate for generations.
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Chapter 6: 6 The Duke of Arkansas

In the aftermath of King Louis X1V'slengthy reign, France faced a
tumultuous period characterized by regency and economic upheaval.
Philippe |1, Duc d’' Orléans, nephew of Louis X1V, assumed the regency after
the king's death in 1715, ruling over a court marked by decadence and
disarray. Orléans, openly homosexual and known for his extravagant
lifestyle, shifted the court from Versailles back to Paris, reviving the arts
while indulging in scandal ous behaviors. His reign was described as one of
the most dissolute periods in French history, with rumors of orgiastic events

cloaked in secrecy.

As France grappled with a devastated economy post-war, John Law, an
opportunistic Scottish economist and gambler, emerged with revolutionary
banking ideas. Observing the success of paper money in England, he
proposed a system where banknotes could circulate without needing to be

fully backed by gold or silver—an idea he believed could stimulate
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Chapter 7 Summary: 7 The Senegambian Period

In the chapter titled "The Senegambian Period" from Ned Sublette's " The
World That Made New Orleans," the narrative provides arich exploration of
the early colonial society of New Orleans, highlighting the critical role of
African slaves amidst the disorderly and morally ambiguous environment
established by the European settlers. The chapter unfolds through a series of
key points that chart the intricate connections between culture, survival, and

identity.

1. A Disordered Colony: From its inception, New Orleans was
characterized by lawlessness, with a population composed of individuals
unsuited for productive labor, fostering a culture steeped in criminality and
vice. Thelibertine lifestyle of the French pioneers, who resisted the
influence of the Catholic Church, laid the groundwork for a unique societal

framework that mirrored their hedonistic inclinations.

2. The Arrival of African Slaves The colony was saved from collapse by
the arrival of African dlaves starting in 1719. The French documented the
importation of 5,951 Africans across 23 ships during this period, with a
significant majority (about two-thirds) originating from Senegal, thus
introducing arich tapestry of cultural influences rooted in the Senegambian
region. Thisterm aternatively represents the cultural contributions of

Africans to the French period in Louisiana
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3. Survival Through Knowledge These early African imports were not
just a source of labor; they brought essential agricultural knowledge,
particularly in rice cultivation, which was vital to the survival of the settlers.
Their skillsin various trades, including farming and craftsmanship, were
instrumental in establishing a self-sustaining community in the face of harsh

colonial challenges.

4. Diverse African Heritage The Africans who arrived were adiverse
group, representing varied ethnicities and languages from their respective
regions across Africa. This diversity contributed to the cultural richness of
the colonia society, as the significant presence of groups like the Bambara
and Wolof introduced distinct musical and spiritual traditions that began to

blend and evolve in the New World context.

5. Emergence of an Afro-L ouisanan Community. Despite their enslaved
status, Africansin Louisiana formed a coherent community, practicing their
beliefs and music, significantly influenced by their ancestral cultures. The
unigue fusion of African traditions with the local environment laid the

foundation for many aspects of New Orleans culture and identity.
6. Cultural Transfers The chapter delves into the musical heritage of

the African slaves, emphasizing how their traditions influenced the

emerging music of Louisiana. From the Senegambian violin and bardic
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styles to the polyrhythmic influences of traditional African music, the early
Afro-Louisianans artistic expressions would play acrucial rolein shaping

the region's cultural landscape.

7. Survival Skillsand Interactionswith Native Americans The early
Africans learned vital survival skills from the Indigenous peoples,
assimilating knowledge that helped them adapt to their new environment.
Instances of cooperation and cultural exchange illustrate the complex

interrel ations between the various groups in Louisiana.

8. Religious Syncretism: The religious practices of the African slaves

incorporated both traditional beliefs and elements from the Islamic faith,
particularly evident in the use of gris-gris as protective amulets. The
blending of these practices with the African religions from regions like
Ouidah further enriched the spiritual landscape of colonial Louisiana, laying
the groundwork for what would later evolve into the distinct voodoo

practices seen today.

The chapter effectively captures the layers of complexity within the early
African diasporic experience in New Orleans, revealing how the integration
of African cultures and knowledge not only helped sustain a struggling
colony but also sowed the seeds for a vibrant and unique cultural identity

that would flourish in the city.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Cultural Contributions and Resilience

Critical Interpretation: The chapter highlights the essential role of
African slavesin not just sustaining the colony of New Orleans
through their invaluable agricultural knowledge but also in enriching
its cultural fabric. This narrative inspires us to recognize the power of
diverse backgrounds and experiencesin our own lives. Just asthe
early Afro-Louisianans melded their distinct traditions into a cohesive
identity amidst adversity, we too can draw strength from our unigque
cultural heritages and shared experiences, uniting them to create
something beautiful and resilient in our communities. Embracing
diversity and nurturing our collective identities can help usthrive,
celebrate our histories, and innovate solutions to challenges we face

today.
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Chapter 8 Summary: 8 An Ear for Musick

In Chapter 8 of "The World That Made New Orleans," the narrative explores
the evolution of musical traditions and cultural interactions that shaped the
religious and social landscape of early New Orleans, particularly focusing on
the unique relationship between black musicians and the broader musical
milieu within the colony. The following key points summarize therich

details and historical context presented in the text:

1. Deep-rooted Societal Perceptions The chapter begins by reflecting on
the dehumanizing views held about enslaved Africans during the late
seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries. Many white Europeans regarded
them asinferior beings, which laid the foundation for the cultural and

musical subjugation they would experience.

2. Religious Diversity in the Colonies: The establishment of various
religious institutions across the colonies, from Anglicanism in Virginiato
Quaker tolerance in Pennsylvania, illustrates a complex religious tapestry.
The tension surrounding the use of musical instruments in worship further
highlights the divides among these sects, with many Protestant

denominations seeing such practices as sinful.

3. The Great Awakening and Musical Expressiont The Great Awakening
facilitated the spread of evangelical zeal among religious dissenters, leading
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to the conversion of enslaved Africans. This shift allowed blacks to adapt
Christianity, often expressing their newfound faith through song and rhythm,
though many were still forced to learn religious stories orally due to

prohibitive laws on literacy.

4. The Evolving Concept of 'Funk': The chapter traces the etymology of
the term “funk,” which evolved from meanings associated with fire to
signify strong odors—often linked to the oppressed living conditions of
enslaved people. The body odor, referred to as “funk,” took on cultural
significance for black communities and contributed to their resistance

against oppressive narratives.

5. Musical Practices and Transnational I nfluences Afro-American

music in Louisiana began to reflect a unique blend of various cultural
influences. The chapter discusses how elements of African musical
traditions persisted despite European musical forms, emphasizing the role of

African rhythms and spiritual practicesin shaping American music.

6. Cultural Resistance Through Dance and Music Despite religious
restrictions prohibiting dancing, many enslaved Africans continued to

engage in musical expressions and communal gatherings, which often served

as acts of resistance. The calinda and bamboula, prominent dances, created a

sense of unity and cultural identity among the enslaved.
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7. Institutional Influence on Music: The arrival of Ursuline nunsin New
Orleans established an educational framework that included music training,
which had alasting impact on the cultural fabric of the colony. The use of
sacred parody in music exemplifies the blending of religious instruction and

artistic expression.

8. The Role of Slavery and Rebellion: The chapter highlights the fears of
slave revolts among white colonists, contributing to social tensions. Specific
incidents, such as the Natchez uprising and various conspiracies among
enslaved individuals, illustrate the persistent undercurrents of rebellion,

often accompanied by music and dance.

9. Emergence of the Creole I dentity: As Louisianatransitioned back to a
royal colony, the distinct Creole identity began to emerge, shaped by
cultural exchanges that blended European, African, and indigenous
influences. This identity was characterized by a unique artistic and socia

life, heavily focused on music and dance.

10. The Notion of Leisure and Social Structure With aleisure class
developing in New Orleans, musical entertainment became an essential
aspect of Creole culture. The roles of black musicians, often marginalized,
gained importance as they provided music for dances and festivities,

navigating the complex social hierarchy of race and class.
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Overall, Chapter 8 serves as arich exploration of how musical practicesin
New Orleans resulted from a confluence of cultural influences and social
dynamics, revealing the profound connections between music, identity, and
resistance within the early colonial landscape. The narrative weaves these
historical threads, uncovering the layers that contributed to the vibrant
cultural tapestry of New Orleans.
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Chapter 9: 9 The Cabildo

In Chapter 9 of "The World That Made New Orleans," Ned Sublette details
the transformative period when New Orleans transitioned from French to

Spanish colonial rule, marked by significant political and social changes.

1. The geopoalitical landscape of North Americain the 18th century was
complex. Tensions between British and French territories ignited a broader
conflict. The French and Indian War, known globally as the Seven Y ears
War, drastically reshaped territorial claims. French forces, despite their
numerical advantages and strategic positions, were ultimately
outmaneuvered, leading to significant territorial losses for France,

particularly Louisiana.

2. New Orleans during this tumultuous time was characterized by disarray.
Governor Kerlérec struggled to manage a garrison more interested in

debauchery than defense. The lack of fortifications and military resources
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Chapter 10 Summary: 10 The Kongo Period

The Kongo Period in New Orleans marks a significant chapter in the cultural
evolution of this unique city during the Spanish colonial era. Asthe Spanish
regime took hold, adiverse influx of African peoples arrived, particularly
from the Kongo region, which had a profound and lasting influence on

L ouisiana culture.

1. Cultural Transformation Through African Importation The year
1782 saw a notable shift in Louisiana s demographics when the Spanish
abolished import duties on slaves, leading to a surge in the number of
Africans entering the colony. Although the exact count remains uncertain, it
is acknowledged that this wave of immigration re-Africanized the local
black communities, with the Kongo-Angola region emerging as the most
significant contributor to the cultural fabric of New Orleans. This era
initiated a chaotic amalgamation of various African ethnicities, each

introducing distinct languages, religions, and musical traditions.

2. Kongo Influence on African Culture The Kongo people, who
represented the largest group among the newly arrived Africansin New
Orleans, exerted a far-reaching impact across the Americas. Their cultural
legacy is notably present in the popular music that permeates the modern

world today, effectively connecting Afro-Cuban and African American

musical forms. The Kongo influence also laid the groundwork for arich
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cultural dialogue between New Orleans and other regions, particularly Cuba,
where Kongo culture thrived alongside Catholicism, leading to a unique

syncretized religious practice.

3. Social Structuresand Freedoms In Spanish New Orleans, the life of
the enslaved was marked by a degree of relative freedom, especially for
domestic slaves. This environment enabled them to maintain family
connections and participate in community festivities. Eventslike Diade
Reyes provided them opportunities to publicly express their cultural
identities, fostering a distinct sense of community. The presence of free
people of color also contributed significantly to the demographics and
cultural landscape, facilitating arise in property-owning classes and the

emergence of distinctive social networks, including the practice of placage.

4. Resistance and M aroon Communities Despite the attempts by the
Spanish authorities to control the enslaved population, there were notable
Instances of resistance, highlighted by maroon communities like that of Juan
Malo. These communities posed athreat to plantation owners, forging
networks of solidarity among escaped slaves and supporting rebellion
against enslavement. Despite military crackdowns, the legacy of such

resistance continued to reverberate through the community.

5. Legacy of Ritual and Music: The traditions surrounding funerals,

particularly the jazz funeral, can trace their origins back to Kongo practices
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that celebrated and honored the deceased with music. The incorporation of
brass bands and communal processions began to crystallize during this
period, blending Kongo cultural elements with the established funeral rituals

of New Orleans.

6. Cultural Organizations and Support Networks The formation of
mutual aid societies by free people of color in New Orleans reflected the
organizational impulses seen in Cuba s cabildos de nacion. These societies
played crucial rolesin preserving African cultural practices and fostering a
sense of community, which laid the groundwork for the future devel opment
of New Orleans' vibrant cultural scene, recognized today in the traditions of

jazz and beyond.

7. Conclusion and L asting I mpact: The Kongo period encapsulates the
dynamic interchange between African traditions and their adaptation within
anew cultural milieu in New Orleans, creating arich tapestry of music,
ritual, and community. Although distinct from other citiesin the United
States, the cultural legacies of this period have persisted, demonstrating the
resilience of African heritage in the face of colonial and racial challenges.
The metaphor of gumbo aptly summarizes this blend of influences—varied
yet harmonious, areflection of the complexity and richness of New Orleans

culture.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Cultural Transformation Through African Importation
Critical Interpretation: Asyou reflect on the waves of cultural
transformation that swept through New Orleans during the Kongo
Period, consider how this historical melting pot can inspire you today.
Just as the diverse influx of African peoples redefined the cultural
landscape of acity, you have the power to appreciate and embrace the
myriad influences in your life. Each new experience, individual, or
tradition that you encounter can enrich your personal narrative, much
like the varied musical traditions that shape New Orleans. This
awareness challenges you to seek harmony in diversity, to forge
connections across cultures, and to celebrate the unique stories that
every individual bringsto the collective whole. Embrace the beauty of
amalgamation in your own life—recognizing that the strands of your
identity can weave into aricher tapestry, much like the gumbo that

reflects the complexity of human experience.
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Chapter 11 Summary: 11 The Eighteenth-Century Tango

In the exploration of Louisiana's culinary and cultural history, the chapter
titled "The Eighteenth-Century Tango" offers an insightful narrative on the
connections between African traditions and the development of New Orleans

society. The evolution of the term "gumbo," believed to be of Angolan
origin and synonymous with okra, serves as a gateway into understanding
the rich cultural tapestry of New Orleans. It first appearsin writing in 1764,
when runaway Mandingo and Bambara women were noted for cooking this
dish in the French Quarter, illustrating the early fusion of African culinary
practices with local ingredients and French cooking techniques. This
melding of flavors and cultures laid the foundation for what is often
overssmplified as a"melting pot." However, gumbo is better understood as a
complex stew where distinct flavors coexist—much like the diverse

influences that shaped New Orleans.

New Orleans’ culinary landscape is characterized not only by gumbo but
also by the cultural significance of places like Congo Square. This historical
site represents a unique space in antebellum America where enslaved
African Americans could gather to dance, play music, and engage in cultural
expression. The Sunday gatherings there became a crucial cornerstone for
the evolution of African American music, serving as venues for cultural

memory, social interaction, and the development of new musical forms.
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Congo Square is underlined by the autonomy and agency of African
American women who, while navigating oppressive environments, found
ways to exert influence in urban markets. These women had significant roles
in peddling goods and controlling a vital economic sector, blurring lines
between servitude and independence. The tradition of dance that arosein
conjunction with these market activities persisted through generations,

becoming a cornerstone for community and cultural identity in New Orleans.

The historical significance of the dances and gatheringsin Congo Squareis
not only about culture; it reflects a dynamic interaction between African
traditions and the conditions faced by enslaved peoplesin Louisiana.
Records mention the dances as early as the late 18th century, reinforcing the
African rhythms and traditions that permeated the musical landscape of the
time. These gatherings served as both aform of resistance against their

captivity and a means of preserving their cultural heritage.

Furthermore, a pivotal moment occurs in 1786 when Governor Estevan Miro
issues an edict that allegedly contains the first written mention of the word
"tango"” in this context. The connection between "tango" and
African-inspired dance unfolds, revealing the shared rhythmic heritage that
later transcended borders to influence various musical styles, from Cubato
Argentina. The rhythmic patterns established in places like Congo Square

laid the groundwork for future music genres.
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The chapter also delvesinto the architectural and urban challenges faced by
New Orleans, particularly following a devastating firein 1788, which led to
significant urban restructuring. The rebuilding process ushered in new social

dynamics and cultural influences, solidifying the city’s complex identity.

In summary, the intricate interweaving of African cultural elementsin New
Orleans, symbolized by the defining dish of gumbo and exemplified through
the historical significance of dances at Congo Square, showcases a
community rich in tradition and resilience. The term “gumbo” and the
rhythmic legacy of “tango” encapsulate the vibrant fusion of African
heritage that not only enriched Louisiana’'s cultural landscape but also laid
foundations for the diverse musical heritage of America. This dynamic
development exemplifies how, despite oppression and adversity, vibrant

cultural identities can thrive and evolve, impacting future generations.
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Chapter 12: 12 Desire

In Chapter 12 of "The World That Made New Orleans," Ned Sublette delves
deep into the intricate relationship between desire, the sugar plantation
system, and the social fabric of colonial Saint-Domingue, highlighting how
cultural, economic, and moral aspects intertwined to shape the lives of its
inhabitants.

1. The Nature of Desire The Creole identity islargely characterized by
afocus on indulgence and pleasure. Moreau de St.-Méry notes that Creoles
arelost in the pursuit of savory joys, neglecting everything outside the realm

of ecstatic enjoyment. This passionate temperament, coupled with the
morally permissive environment of Saint-Domingue, often leads to
destructive behaviors, as the longing for pleasure can transform into an

insatiable desire that persists even through old age.

2. Emergence of Sugar Plantations By the 1790s, Louisianajoined the
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Chapter 13 Summary: 13 The Sincerest Attachment

In Chapter 13 of "The World That Made New Orleans' by Ned Sublette, the
author delves into the complexities and ramifications of the Haitian
Revolution, portraying it as a profound upheaval that sought to dismantle the
institution of slavery in away never before achieved. This revolution began
in a context of competing social classes and escalating tensions within the
colony known as Saint-Domingue, which included grands blancs, petits

blancs, gens de couleur, and enslaved individuals.

1. The conflicting interests of the four social classes — the wealthy grands
blancs, the discontented petits blancs, the emerging gens de couleur, and the
oppressed slaves — led to individual acts of rebellion, reflecting the deeply
entrenched divisions within the colony. The complexity of the social fabric
was further exacerbated by significant geographical differences among the
North, West, and South provinces, each with distinct economic and social

characteristics.

2. Revolt began among the ruling classin 1788 and quickly escalated as
each group sought its own interests. The petits blancs felt sidelined and soon
turned against their grand counterparts. The gens de couleur, newly
restricted in their rights, rallied for greater freedoms and eventually joined
the fight against both the white elite and for the rights of the endaved. The

daves, initially passive, eventually organized and planned a coordinated
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uprising, marked by the seminal vodou ceremony at Bois Caiman.

3. On August 22, 1791, the revolt erupted violently. It was characterized by
widespread destruction and bloodshed as slaves attacked plantations, fueled
by the belief in their own liberation. This uprising sent shockwaves
throughout the colonial world and triggered afear of similar rebellions

elsewhere in the Americas.

4. The horror of the revolution was vividly described through reports of
atrocities committed by both sides, with sensational narratives constructed to
incite fear and justify repression. This cycle of violence and retribution
reflected deep societal anxieties about race and power, which were

compounded by the ongoing tumult of the French Revolution.

5. The revolution’s outcome was unprecedented. Under the radical Jacobins,
French officials declared the abolition of davery in 1794, marking a pivotal
moment in both the Haitian and global context. The man who emerged as a
leader in the aftermath was Toussaint Louverture, afreed slave educated in
Enlightenment thought, who sought to navigate the revolution’ s chaos and
create a new, stable societal structure that aligned with principles of equality
and freedom.

6. Throughout this turmoil, the Southern United States experienced

increasing anxiety over the potential for similar uprisings, leading to a
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tightening grip on slavery in the face of the Haitian example. This fear was
influential in shaping American attitudes and policies regarding race and

davery for generations to come.

In sum, Chapter 13 presents the Haitian Revolution asaradical and
foundational moment in the history of liberation and struggle against
oppression, illustrating the complexities of class and social dynamics while
showcasing the deep-seated fears surrounding the possibility of
emancipation and its implications for societies built on the foundations of

savery.
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Chapter 14 Summary: 14 Dance, Boatman, Dance

In Chapter 14 of "The World That Made New Orleans' by Ned Sublette, the
narrative explores the intricate interplay of economics, politics, and cultural
exchange in colonial Louisiana, shedding light on the tensions that emerged
during atransformative period for the newly formed United States and its

relationship with New Orleans.

1. The establishment of a monetary unit emerged as afocal concern for
Thomas Jefferson in 1784, who argued that the Spanish Dollar met specific
criteriafor an effective currency. Thiswas crucial for the economic

integration of the burgeoning nation.

2. The tensions surrounding the navigation rights of the Mississippi River
mark a significant chapter in U.S. history by 1786. The newly formed
government found itself entangled in debates over access to trade routes,
pitting the agrarian South against the mercantile interests of the North. This

division set a precedent for future conflicts between the regions.

3. As New Orleans began receiving increased shipments from northern
merchants, the introduction of the flatboat became vital to trade. These
boats, designed for downward navigation, allowed goods to be transported
efficiently to the port, despite requiring their deconstruction for upstream

return journeys.
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4. The arrival of the steamboat marked a pivot in transportation, enabling
more fluid trading practices that saw a higher level of commercial
interactivity between New Orleans and the surrounding regions, including

Kentucky.

5. Against this backdrop, cultural dynamics flourished. Governor
Francois-Louis Héctor y Noyelles, Baron de Carondelet, facilitated theatrical
performances and regulated public entertainment while grappling with
revolutionary sentiments infiltrating L ouisiana from the Jacobins and the
unrest among enslaved people, fueled by the successful slave uprising in
Saint-Domingue.

6. The connection between performance arts and local identity became
significant, as New Orleans grew into a cultural hub featuring plays, dances,
and concerts. The city boasted a dynamic arts scene, reflecting adiverse

population and the blending of French, Spanish, and African influences.

7. Increasingly oppressive measures taken to control slavery, especially after
the Pointe Coupée conspiracy of 1795—which attempted a slave
uprising—further exacerbated tensions in the colony. The Spanish response
involved significant crackdowns and adjustments in regulations aimed at

pacifying enslaved populations.
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8. Agricultural shifts unfolded in Louisiana, as the introduction of the cotton
gin by Eli Whitney revolutionized the cotton industry, leading to asurgein
dave labor and the rise of anew sugar industry, thanks to the successful

production of granulated sugar by Etienne de Boré.

9. As the economy evolved, the geopolitical landscape shifted again
post-1795, with tensions between France and the United States culminating
in the Treaty of San Lorenzo, which provided the U.S. with limited rightsto

navigate the Mississippi—a land crucial for American economic expansion.

10. Theincreasing influx of American settlers and merchants into Louisiana
catalyzed a new erain trade relationships, with clandestine exchanges
occurring even before formal agreements were enacted, signaling the

impending American dominance in the region.

11. Napoleon’srise to power and subsequent negotiations to reacquire

L ouisianafrom Spain set the stage for a dramatic transition in governance
that would ultimately impact the balance between French and American
interests, highlighting the transformative forces at play in colonial

Louisiana’ s evolution into a culturally rich, economically vibrant port city.
In sum, Chapter 14 encapsulates how New Orleans served as a melting pot

of cultural influences, economic ambitions, and political intricacies, creating

an experience reflective of broader historical changesin North America
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during the late 18th century. The chapter portrays the struggle for identity,
control, and trade in arapidly evolving landscape, illustrating that the city's
evolution was as much a dance of people asit was a contest for power and

resources.

More Free Book %\


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb

Chapter 15: 15 Not Only asa Dance

In Chapter 15 of Ned Sublette's "The World That Made New Orleans,” the
complexities of culture, politics, and social dynamics in the wake of the
Haitian Revolution are intricately woven through the life and work of
Moreau de St.-Méry, a prosavery revolutionary who fled France. This
chapter provides a critical examination of the impact of slavery, particularly
on black women, the social structures within endaved communities, and the

resilience of African cultural practicesin the Americas.

1. Thelmpact of Slavery on Black Women The text begins with a stark
portrayal of the trauma experienced by black women under slavery,
referencing Abbé Raynal’ s observations of dire consequences for mothers
and their infants. The author illustrates the extreme oppression that |eads to
heartbreaking choices made by desperate mothers, reflecting the brutal

realities of enslavement.
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Chapter 16 Summary: 16 Bonaparte' s Retreat

The dynamics of early 19th-century geopolitics were deeply influenced by
the struggles in Saint-Domingue (now Haiti), particularly as these struggles

fed into the anxieties about Slavery in the United States during atime of
national transformation. Amidst these tensions, the figure of Toussaint

L ouverture emerged as a pivotal |eader, battling for autonomy and prosperity

in awar-torn colony.

1. Slave Rebellions and Response The insurrections in Saint-Domingue
were widely publicized and instilled fear in slaveholding communities
acrossthe U.S., where plots of rebellion were constantly within imagination.
The collapse of the sugar economy there forced a quick shift in international
agriculture, spreading sugar production to surrounding countries like Cuba
and Jamaica and raising alarms among Southern whites regarding potential

Insurrections.

2. Political L andscape and Jefferson's Election: The political climate

was marked by Jefferson's ascendancy at the turn of the century, recognized
as a groundbreaking transition in governance. While his administration
aimed to unify the nation, it was starkly supported by the Southern
dave-owning interests bolstered by the three-fifths clause, which unfairly

amplified their political power at the expense of Northern wealth.
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3. Louverture's Diplomatic Maneuvering. Amidst these political shifts,
L ouverture pragmatically sought international support from the U.S. and
Britain to bolster his regime in Saint-Domingue. His military victories and

subsequent diplomatic agreements signified a growing complexity in

Caribbean politics and alooming threat to the institution of davery.

4. Bonaparte's Ambitions and the Reversal of U.S. Paolicy: Jefferson's
burgeoning relationship with Napoleon became increasingly strained with
the French desire to reclaim Saint-Domingue for slavery. Bonaparte's
dispatch of an army intended to reinstate slavery in the Caribbean coincided
with a newfound American wariness towards French expansionism in the
region, pivoting U.S. interests towards solidifying control over New Orleans

as acrucia trade route.

5. Louverture's Downfall: The French offensive in 1802, spearheaded by
General Leclerc, initially faced resistance but eventually led to the capture
of Louverture, setting the stage for the violent suppression of the revolution.

His execution paved the way for increased brutality by French forces,
accelerating atragic cycle of violence as they attempted to reassert colonial
control through extreme measures, including the systematic extermination of

local resistance.

6. The Louisiana Purchase Amidst chaos in Saint-Domingue and

shifting political allegiances, the U.S. unexpectedly acquired the vast
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Louisiana Territory from France in 1803. This transaction nearly doubled the
nation's size and granted it critical accessto the Mississippi River,
significantly enhancing U.S. commerce and security in the region—a move
driven by Jefferson's urgent need to reassert American interests against

French colonial ambitions.

7. Cultural and Social Impact of Refugees The turmoail in
Saint-Domingue resulted in the exodus of thousands to nearby regions like
eastern Cuba, where the cultural exchange sparked new societal dynamics.
The arrival of these refugees infused neighborhoods with agricultural
expertise, arts, and revolutionary ideologies, reshaping the landscape of

Caribbean culture.

8. Haiti's Independence and Global | mplications On January 1, 1804,
Haiti declared independence, becoming the first free black republic and
instilling fear in slaveholding nations. This momentous event was met with
hostility from the U.S., which under Jefferson's administration chose not to
recognize Haiti, reflecting the prevailing anxieties around race and slavery

that characterized early 19th-century America.

9. Continued Struggle Against Slavery: The repercussions of the Haitian
Revolution resonated across the Americas, shaping the discourse
surrounding slavery leading up to the Civil War. Fear of slave uprisings

prompted harsher laws and attitudes toward enslaved populations in the
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U.S., while simultaneoudly fostering abolitionist sentiments in regions

distancing from the institution of slavery.

This chapter elucidates an intricate weave of international relations, societal
fears surrounding slavery, and the transformative events leading to the

L ouisiana Purchase, all colored by the shadow of the Haitian Revolution,
which, while pivotal in history, remains underrepresented in mainstream
narratives. The struggle for autonomy in Saint-Domingue not only changed
the lives of its inhabitants but also reverberated through the political
corridors of nascent American democracy, foreshadowing a tumultuous

relationship with slavery that would shape the nation for decades to come.
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Chapter 17 Summary: 17 An Addition to Capital

In Chapter 17 of "The World That Made New Orleans," Ned Sublette delves
into the intersection of race, lavery, and politics, particularly through the
lens of Thomas Jefferson. His exploration unearths the complexities and
contradictions surrounding Jefferson's legacy, especially concerning hisrole
in the expansion of slavery in America following the annexation of

Louisiana.

1. Prgudiced Views on Race Expressing sentiments reflective of the

time, James Madison articulated a belief in the necessity of separating freed
blacks from white populations, suggesting that the inclusion of blacks,
devoid of equal rights, would foster dissatisfaction and unrest. This
perspective sheds light on the prevailing attitudes that helped justify

segregation and racial oppression.

2. Jefferson's Contradictory L egacy: Although Thomas Jeffersonis
celebrated for his contributions to American democracy and ideal's of
freedom, his actions, particularly regarding slavery, paint a conflicting
picture. Jefferson’ s annexation of Louisiana significantly advanced the
institution of slavery, largely catering to the economic desires of his
constituents despite his personal misgivings. The chapter argues that
Jefferson's influence on slavery was not only impactful but was a deliberate

effort to expand it.
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3. Racist Ideologies and Predicted Conflict: Jefferson's writings,
especialy in "Notes on the State of Virginia," reveal deeply embedded
racist ideologies. He forecasted racial conflict and potential extermination
between races, contributing to a pervasive fear of arace war that guided

much of American policy concerning slavery and race relations.

4. Personal Engagement with Slavery: The narrative delves into
Jefferson's relationship with slavery on apersonal level, particularly
highlighting his ownership of people, including Sally Hemings, a woman of
mixed race who has been suggested to be his concubine. The chapter notes
his complex familial ties to Hemings, underlining the moral discrepanciesin
his advocacy for liberty while maintaining alife deeply intertwined with

slave ownership.

5. Economic View of Slavery: Jefferson viewed children born to

enslaved women as economic assets, indicative of a capitalist mindset that
dehumanized individuals to mere forms of property. He referred to these
individuals as “an addition to capital,” emphasizing the financial benefits of

davery, which contrasts sharply with notions of human rights and dignity.
6. Historical Perception and Controver sy: Sublette points to ongoing

controversies around Jefferson's legacy, particularly relating to his

relationship with Hemings and the broader implications of his policies as
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president. The conflicting narrativesin history illustrate a struggle to

reconcile Jefferson’ sideals with his actions that perpetuated slavery.

7. Consequences of Jefferson's Politics By endorsing the expansion of
davery, Jefferson set the groundwork for racial divisions that ultimately led
to mass suffering. The relocation of African Americans from their homes to
satisfy economic demands marked a significant escalation in the slave trade,
with New Orleans emerging as a central hub for the trafficking of enslaved

people.

Sublette's examination of Jefferson situates him as a pivota yet
contradictory figure in American history—lauded for hisintellectual
contributions and foundational role in establishing the United States while
simultaneously being implicated in the horrors of slavery that would have
lasting consequences for generations. The chapter compellingly conveys the
complexities of race, power, and economic motivations in early American

history, framing Jefferson’ s legacy as both influential and deeply flawed.
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Chapter 18: 18 The Slave-Breeding Industry

In Chapter 18 of "The World That Made New Orleans’ by Ned Sublette,
titled "The Slave-Breeding Industry," the author delvesinto the distinct and
brutal realities of davery in the United States, particularly focusing on the
domestic slave trade and its evol ution throughout the 19th century. The
chapter highlights severa key points concerning this pervasive system of

human exploitation.

1. Distinct Nature of U.S. Slavery: Unlike other regionsin the Americas
where enslaved people experienced some degree of cultural retention,
enslaved individualsin the U.S. were often stripped of their heritage. They
were raised in an environment devoid of hope, destined for a future of
perpetual servitude without the assurance of freedom, contrary to the more

fluid dynamics seen in places like Cuba.

2. Economic Implications of Slavery: The Louisiana Purchase increased
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Chapter 19 Summary: 19 The French Quarter

In “The World That Made New Orleans’ by Ned Sublette, Chapter 19
intricately explores the dynamic cultural and social landscape of New
Orleans, particularly focusing on the French Quarter and the impact of the
influx of Domingan refugees following the Haitian Revolution. The
narrative begins with areflection on the nature of lifein New Orleans during
the early 19th century, characterized by leisure and amusement, juxtaposed

with the labor of enslaved Africans who fueled the city's economic engine.

1. Cultural Clashesand Dance Anincident at aball in 1802 reveals the
tensions between French and American traditions, epitomizing the cultural
rivalries that marked the period. The contrasting forms of dance—the
English contredanse and French quadrille—served as a battleground for
national identities, leading to confrontations that underscored deeper
socio-political divisions. Laussat's diary entries during his brief
governorship capture the chaotic yet vibrant social scene, where tensions
were often diffused by humorous encounters amidst serious implications for

governance and cultural integration.

2. Political Tensions and Fear: Amidst celebrations, the local governance
was beleaguered by fear of insurrection originating from the Caribbean,
especially concerning the arrival of "black Jacobin terrorists." Governor

Claiborne was conscious of the balance needed to maintain order, often
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working to ease the anxieties of Creoles regarding the new American
regime's treatment of cultural practices and gatherings, which were vital to

their identity.

3. Lifein a Cultural Melting Pot: Berquin-Duvallon’s criticism

emphasi zes the patchwork of social interactions within the city's nightlife,
featuring diverse mingling in taverns and bawdy houses, regardless of race
or social standing. The prevalence of dance highlighted a shared cultural
fervor, yet the core of these celebrations reflected the stratified nature of
New Orleans society, where free women of color played avital rolein

shaping social dynamics.

4. Economic Structures and Racial Hierarchies Asthe city underwent
demographic shifts, driven by the arrival of nearly athousand Domingan
refugees, the changes in the labor force and capital markets were profound.
These newcomers, skilled in commerce and law, began to redefine the
socio-economic landscape, while also intensifying the existing racial
hierarchies. Claiborne observed the complexities of this new demographic,
marked by cultural exchanges that shaped law and business, contributing to

New Orleans's unique identity.
5. Cultural Reflectionsin Architectureand Music The arrival of

refugees spurred an architectural and artistic revival, reflected in the

establishment of theaters and ballrooms that catered to the burgeoning class
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of mixed-race inhabitants. The music scene thrived during this time, with the
first known opera and a flourishing of dance styles that laid the groundwork
for future musical traditions in the city, including the emergence of the

iconic New Orleans sound.

6. Transformation Through Migration The Domingan influx of 1809-10
was pivotal in reshaping the cultural and political fabric of New Orleans,
marking it as a crucial battleground of identities between French, Spanish,
and eventually American influences. The demographic transformation
fostered arich tapestry of interactions, leading to both collaboration and
conflict, particularly in the face of oppressive laws that sought to curtail the

rights of free people of color.

7. Struggles with Inequality and Class Governor Claiborne’s policies
and the push for wealth among the €elite contrasted sharply with the
experiences of free people of color and enslaved populations. The narrative
highlights how laws began to reflect atightening grip on freedom and
identity for racial minorities, portraying a city caught between its vibrant
cultural history and the oppressive inch of American law that sought to

dismantle prior freedoms won under Spanish and French rule.
8. Legacy and Influence The diverse makeup of the population at this

time reinforced New Orleanssidentity as a unique, multi-racial city, with a

legacy shaped by the convergence of various cultures from Africa, Europe,
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and the Caribbean. This period set the stage for future artistic movements
and cultural expressions that would solidify New Orleans' s reputation as a

hub of vibrant music, cuisine, and community life.

By weaving together anecdotes and historical narratives, Sublette
encapsulates the essence of acity in transformation—rich with cultural
contradictions, bustling with socid life, yet shadowed by the realities of
racial tension and economic disparity; New Orleans stands as not merely a

backdrop but an active character in the drama of American history.
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Chapter 20 Summary: 20 Bargainland

In the vibrant world of early 19th-century New Orleans, music served asa
backdrop to the complex interactions of commerce, piracy, and culture. The
practice of privateering, which often blurred the lines between legally
sanctioned activities and outright piracy, proliferated during this time of
upheaval, particularly following the 1791 revolution in Saint-Domingue.
With letters of marque issued freely during the Napoleonic era, numerous
privateers operated in the Caribbean, targeting ships from adversarial
nations. Although American efforts to protect merchant shipping under
President Jefferson often proved unsuccessful, they reflected growing
tensions between Britain and France that threatened U.S. trade.

Amid this backdrop, the arrival of Domingans from Cubainto New Orleans
fostered a burgeoning smuggling economy. While Bourbon Louisiana
sought to maintain a system without African slaves, privateers facilitated the
clandestine introduction of thousands of enslaved Africans, culminating in
an increasingly African-dominated demographic in New Orleans. This city
emerged as an unregulated, vibrant hub of illicit trade, fortified by local
support for privateers led by notable figures such as Jean Lafitte and his

brother Pierre.

1. The Influence of the L afittes The Lafittes established a stronghold at

Barataria Bay, cleverly using this natural harbor to conduct their
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privateering business. They gained favor within the Creole community,
effectively intertwining local merchants with their operations, providing

them with not only goods but also the means to evade legal repercussions.

2. The Operations and Profits Through a dual base of operationsin
New Orleans and Cartagena, the L afittes orchestrated a vast smuggling
network. Their agile ability to acquire, transport, and sell plundered goods
ensured a flourishing commerce that ran parallel to the recognized trade
channels. The war against Britain only enhanced their opportunities as

demand for cheap goods surged amidst shortages.

3. The Battle of New Orleans When the British threatened New

Orleans, General Andrew Jackson reluctantly allied with the Lafittes,
acknowledging their expertise and local support. This marked a pivotal
moment in which the privateering community united with the American
military, showcasing a complex relationship between lawlessness and
patriotism. Jackson's subsequent victory at the Battle of Chalmettein 1815
significantly elevated the city's status, further integrating Louisianainto the
fabric of the United States.

4. L egacy of Resistance: The Lafittes and their associates were not the
only figures navigating this era of conflict; across the borders, Black
Seminoles and allied populations resisted U.S. military advances,
highlighting shared goals of freedom and autonomy. The ensuing wars
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against these groups, particularly the Negro Fort’ s destruction, underscored
the deep-seated tensions related to race, territory, and the institution of

davery that defined early American expansion.

5. Cultural Commemor ation: Asthe Lafitte story transitioned into
folklore, their notoriety as privateers became romanticized, epitomizing the
dual nature of New Orleans—a city born from both vibrant cultural
expressions and entwined with illicit commerce. Today, the name Jean

L afitte remains intertwined with New Orleans’ identity, as evidenced by

historical parks and sites commemorating the past.

In summary, the rich tapestry of the privateering erain New Orleans
illustrates a complex interplay of commerce, culture, and conflict, driven by
figures like the Lafittes, who exist at the intersection of legality and
rebellion. This period not only shaped the economic landscape of the region
but also left alasting legacy that continues to influence the identity of New
Orleans today.
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Chapter 21: 21 A Most Extraordinary Noise

In Chapter 21 of "The World That Made New Orleans’ by Ned Sublette, we
delve into the complex cultural dynamics and vibrant histories that shaped
New Orleans, particularly focusing on the period following the arrival of the
Domingans from Saint-Domingue. The chapter presents an intriguing blend
of personal accounts, social observations, and musical connections,
highlighting the cultural exchanges and colonial influences that have

persisted over time.

1. Communication Among Communities The text opens with Robert
Tallant's assertion that messages could traverse New Orleansin
transformative ways, often unbeknownst to the dominant white population.
This notion encapsulates the subversive communication networks among
enslaved and free black communities, highlighting their resilience in times

of adversity.
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Chapter 22 Summary: 22 WeWon’t Bow Down

In January 2005, on achilly night in New Orleans, the atmosphere of the
Blueprint Lounge buzzed with vibrant energy as Big Chief Theodore Emile
“Bo” Dallis prepared for the upcoming Mardi Gras celebrations. The Wild
Magnolias, agroup of Mardi Gras Indians, engaged in spirited practice
sessions, displaying the intimate and communal nature of this cultural
expression. The Mardi Gras Indians, distinct from the larger Mardi Gras
parades involving krewes, are an integral part of black Carnival traditions,

embodying resistance and community identity through their performances.

The symbolism behind the Mardi Gras Indians extends beyond folk art; they
are amanifestation of African American resilience, expressing the sentiment
“We won’'t bow down.” These groups, primarily composed of working-class
African American men, showcase elaborate costumes inspired by Plains

Indian themes, reflecting both historical and cultural influences from African

traditions and local history.

To become part of thistradition requires deep commitment, including the
yearly crafting of elaborate suits from scratch—atask that demands time and
financial resources, turning each garment into a powerful object of cultura
identity. An Indian gang functions as a spiritual society, combining elements
of mutual aid and socia organization, with the Big Chief as the central

figure who upholds communal obligations.
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Histories of the Mardi Gras Indians are complex and enriching; their
practices trace back to earlier traditions of African identity and carnival
celebrations within the diaspora. The emergence of organized groups like the
Creole Wild West in the 1880s, inspired by Buffalo Bill Cody’s Wild West
Show, marked aformalization of an already existing cultural practice rather
than the creation of a new phenomenon. The tradition embodies a fusion of
African and local influences and has grown to include intricate social codes
and rituals. Gangs communicate through a private vocabulary and perform

sacred theater on the streets, emphasizing cultural pride and identity.

The transition from physical confrontations between gangs to aesthetic
competition and the emphasis on creating ‘ prettiest’ suits symbolizes a shift
in the Indian culture towards a more unified expression of black identity.
This evolution reflects the broader socio-cultural transformations within
New Orleans, providing members with an avenue for cultural expression
while maintaining a connection to their historical roots. The contributions of
figures like Big Chief Tootie Montana, who advocated for aesthetic
competition, further illustrate the ongoing negotiation of identity within the

community.
Key points of connection emerge as the tradition intertwines with

surrounding cultural phenomena, including spiritual practices, music, and

broader cultural narratives. The influence of indigenous imagery servesas a
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means of expressing cultural survival amidst historical trauma, where the
call-and-response styles of Indian music can be seen as a precursor to

various musical expressions that emerged later, including jazz and hip-hop.

The resilience of the Mardi Gras Indians was poignantly illustrated in the
aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. In the wake of widespread devastation, the
Indians reasserted their presence in the city on Mardi Gras day 2006,
donning their vibrant costumes and performing rituals that reconnected them
with their ancestors and community. Their continued existence amidst the
challenges faced by the city serves as a powerful affirmation of identity,

community, and resistance against oppression.

The traditional roles of authority and respect within the Mardi Gras Indian
community echo larger themes of masculinity and cultural conflict that
resonate within the context of African American history. The artistic and
cultural expression of the Mardi Gras Indians is a testament to their enduring
legacy, as they navigate the balance between maintaining tradition and
adapting to contemporary challenges. As active participants in the cultural
fabric of New Orleans, they exemplify the spirit of resistance, echoing a

collective declaration: “We won't bow down.”
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embodying Resilience Through Cultural Expression
Critical Interpretation: Imagine standing in the vibrant chaos of New
Orleans, heart thumping with the beat of drums, asthe Mardi Gras
Indians burst onto the scene in their resplendent, hand-crafted
garments, each stitch atribute to resilience. In that moment, you feel
their powerful declaration of identity and unwavering defiance against
oppression coursing through you. This spirit of resistance—of refusing
to bow down—can inspire you in your own life, urging you to
embrace your roots and express your individuality boldly. Just as the
Mardi Gras Indians dedicate themselves to crafting their elaborate
costumes year after year, you are reminded that the pursuit of identity
and creativity requires commitment, passion, and afierce
determination to uplift not only yourself but your community. In
facing your challenges, channel that same resilience, echoing their
sentiments as you navigate through life's complexities: "l won’'t bow
down!" This powerful reminder encourages you to stand tall, celebrate
your heritage, and contribute positively to the cultural tapestry around

you.
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