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About the book

In "The Yellow House," Sarah M. Broom deftly intertwines personal

narrative with the broader tapestry of New Orleans history, revealing how a

single house can encapsulate dreams, memories, and the deep-seated wounds

of a community. As she chronicles her family's experiences within the titular

yellow house—a structure entrenched in the fabric of her identity—Broom

explores themes of displacement, resilience, and the scars left by Hurricane

Katrina. Through lyrical prose and vivid recollections, she invites readers on

an evocative journey that challenges us to consider the significance of home,

not just as a physical space, but as a vessel of heritage and belonging. This

poignant memoir is not just a story about a house, but a testament to the

complexities of love, loss, and the enduring connection to the place that

shapes us.
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About the author

Sarah M. Broom is an acclaimed American author and essayist, renowned

for her evocative storytelling and poignant explorations of identity, place,

and family. Born and raised in New Orleans, Broom's work often reflects her

deep-rooted connections to the city and its complex histories, particularly in

the wake of Hurricane Katrina. Her debut memoir, "The Yellow House," has

garnered widespread critical acclaim, winning the National Book Award for

Nonfiction and cementing her status as a powerful voice in contemporary

literature. Through her rich narrative style, Broom weaves together personal

and collective histories, examining themes of home, displacement, and

resilience in the face of adversity.
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chapter 1 Summary: Amelia “Lolo”

In the intricate tapestry of family history woven in "The Yellow House,"

 Amelia "Lolo" Broom paints a vivid picture of her lineage, beginning with

her grandmother Amelia, born in the early 20th century in Louisiana.

Rosanna Perry, Lolo's great-grandmother, emerges as a central yet elusive

figure in this narrative. She was a mother of five, including Lolo's

grandmother, and was marginalized by circumstances, not having a recorded

trade or the ability to read or write. The details surrounding Rosanna’s life

and untimely death remain murky, a theme that reverberates through Lolo's

own existence. 

1. The Impact of Ancestry: The story opens with the fragmentary record of

Rosanna Perry, who lived in Raceland, Louisiana and lost her life during

childbearing. This shadowy figure, marked by silence from the past, sets the

stage for the struggles and triumphs of her descendants, including Amelia,

who was born and raised on Ormond Plantation, a site that encapsulates

Louisiana's complex historical legacy filled with both plantation grandeur

and the poignant memories of tragedy, as seen through the lens of the slave

revolt and its harrowing aftermath.

2. A Shift from Plantation to Urban Life: Growing up, Lolo, originally

named Amelia but more commonly referred to as Lolo, moved to New

Orleans with her sister Edna. In a neighborhood filled with strong women
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and alternate identities reflecting survival and resilience, Lolo became

enveloped in a community that blurred traditional family lines, showcasing a

rich culture built on both independence and kinship. The vibrancy of New

Orleans life presented her with a complex identity shaped by her familial ties

and the necessity of fitting in, while simultaneously learning to navigate

societal expectations.

3. The Role of Food and Tradition: Cooking emerges as a core aspect of

Lolo’s upbringing, imparted through her interactions with Sarah

McCutcheon, her guardian in the boardinghouse. Food becomes a sacred

practice for Lolo, laden with cultural rituals passed down through

generations. The culinary expertise acquired through Sarah reinforces

notions of care and creativity, underscoring how these domestic rituals shape

not only personal identity but also familial bonds through the safeguarding

of traditions. Each meal cooked carries deep meanings, reflective of heritage

and familial love.

4. The Narrative of Absence: Lolo's relationship with her father, Lionel

Soule, is marked by absence and misunderstanding. Despite his lineage

woven from privilege within a free person of color class, Lionel's sporadic

presence leaves Lolo with a complex perception of paternal relationships.

Her mother's early belief that she "just came here" speaks to the emotional

gap created by Lionel's nonexistent paternal role, showcasing the lingering

impact of loss and familial incompleteness.
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5. The Struggle for Identity: As Lolo navigates her teen years, the

complexities of her identity come to the forefront. Faced with societal

challenges concerning race and lineage, Lolo’s understanding of her own

name and self-worth contends with external perceptions and expectations.

This struggle illustrates her resilience and adaptability, enabling her to forge

a path driven by self-awareness and familial legacy, despite the surreal

circumstances painted by her parents' relationship.

In this nuanced exploration of lineage, Amelia "Lolo" Broom invites readers

to contemplate the intertwining of history, identity, and community,

deepening our understanding of how past struggles influence the legacy and

narrative of every individual. Through the lens of her family's journey, Lolo

captures the essence of the human experience—marked by love, loss, and

the relentless pursuit of belonging.
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chapter 2 Summary: Joseph, Elaine, and Ivory

In the second chapter of *The Yellow House* by Sarah M. Broom, the

 narrative weaves through the complex relationships and histories of a family

deeply rooted in New Orleans. The story begins with a reflection on the

mother, Ivory Mae, named after her grandmother's fascination with

elephants, particularly in a city infused with contrasting cultures. This

sentiment carries weight as Uncle Goody, fondly referring to her as “Old

Forty-One,” imbues her name with the history and burdens of the past, a

metaphor for both affection and the lingering shadows of hardship.

1. Familial Ties and Significance: The connection among Joseph, Elaine,

 and Ivory Mae fosters a tight-knit unit akin to a small band, revealing a

shared identity shaped by their mother, Lolo. A structured upbringing

defined by cleanliness and discipline is evident as Lolo attempts to bestow

upon her children the stability and beauty she never experienced, having

faced her own childhood trauma and the painful specters of abandonment.

2. Lolo’s Journey: Lolo’s aspirations lead her to abandon her young

 children to pursue a life in Chicago. Though she seeks a brighter future, her

actions echo her mother's abandonment. The struggles of her children, left in

the care of Aunt Shugah, reveal the heartbreaking realities of food scarcity

and emotional distress, pushing Lolo to return home in search of a

semblance of family.
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3. Building a New Home: Upon her return, Lolo's life takes root in a

 double house on South Roman Street, where they create an environment

filled with both comfort and the chaos of urban life. Here, the children

achieve a sense of joy and effort, actively participating in chores and

routines, reflective of a precarious balance of pride amidst economic

deprivation.

4. School and Segregation: The narrative highlights the childhood

 experiences of the siblings within a segregated education system,

juxtaposing their aspirations against societal limitations ingrained by

deep-seated racism and classism. Despite their mother instilling a sense of

equality, the harshness of discriminatory signs and the realities of their

community reflect a more sobering truth about the racial dynamics of New

Orleans.

5. Navigating Identity and Colorism: A significant theme emerges

 through Ivory's awareness of her lighter skin and its privileges compared to

Elaine’s darker complexion, which offers a critical lens into

intra-community colorism. The children's interactions and observations

highlight conditioned biases and societal views on race, often exposing their

vulnerabilities to external and internal scrutiny.

6. Community, Culture, and Spirituality: The chapter also delves into
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 the importance of the community's cultural fabric, encompassing shared

traditions in church and interconnectedness among families living closely

together. Lolo's church, the Divine Mission of God, stands as a symbol of

hope and transformation. The congregation experiences spiritual fervor and

personal expressions of faith, marking a pivotal role in the children's lives,

particularly for Ivory, who finds her identity intertwined with her divine

aspirations.

7. Individual Dreams and Aspirations: With each sibling carving out

 their identity, Joseph's fashion sense emerges as a standout trait, evoking

pride and self-expression, while Elaine and Ivory explore their artistic

inclinations through sewing and performance. These passions spark a

celebration of individuality amid the backdrop of collective African

American experiences in segregated New Orleans.

8. Celebratory Freedom and Dance: The vibrancy of family gatherings

 and communal celebrations underscores their thrill-seeking spirits, as seen

in the siblings’ joyful embrace of dance and leisure. The thrill of being

admired and celebrated within their community captures the essence of their

youth and a yearning for freedom marked by exuberance and creativity.

Through rich storytelling and intricate family lore, Broom’s narrative frames

a deep exploration of identity, struggle, and resilience amid cultural and

societal complexities rooted in New Orleans. The emphasis on personal
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experiences against the broader backdrop of racial history paints a vivid

portrait of a family navigating their legacies.
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chapter 3: Webb

In the story of <strong>Webb and Ivory Mae</strong>, their connection is

often misunderstood by those around them. Despite not being officially in a

romantic relationship, their bond was deep, rooted in their shared childhood,

yet complicated by social expectations and familial dreams. Ivory Mae was a

promising student, while Webb, who had a fumbling charm, left little

impression academically. As neighbors and friends growing up just a street

apart, they shared a playful intimacy and a light-hearted rivalry, with Webb

often trying to provoke laughter from Ivory Mae, who would feign disdain

while secretly enjoying his antics.

1. Their relationship transformed during the summer after tenth grade into

something more serious. A moment of curiosity led to unintended

consequences, resulting in Ivory Mae discovering her pregnancy. In an era

when such topics were hushed in households, they navigated the confusing

emotions of young adulthood largely on their own. Their childhood

innocence quickly gave way to the responsibilities of impending parenthood.

2. The couple married in September 1958, a pragmatic decision
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chapter 4 Summary: Simon Broom

In the spring of 1964, a significant turn of events unfolded in the life of

 Ivory Mae and Simon Broom, marking the beginning of a new chapter for

their blended family. The backdrop of this transformation was the backyard

wedding at their rented home on Wilson Avenue in New Orleans East, where

Mother celebrated her marriage to Father amidst the innocence of childhood

and familial ties. This ceremony, officiated by Reverend Ross from NASA,

was characterized by modesty, with homemade sandwiches and the joyful

presence of relatives, including Auntie Elaine, despite the weight of previous

losses and complex histories.

1. A Blend of Past and Present: Ivory and Simon each arrived at their

 relationship carrying burdens from previous marriages, intertwining their

stories before they even met. Their initial encounters sparked fierce

emotions that transcended practicality, compelling them to forge a

connection in the face of their pasts. This bond was underscored by Simon's

magnetic presence; his towering stature and eloquence drew Ivory in,

symbolizing a stark contrast to her previous experiences. This relationship

felt like a deliberate choice for Ivory, rather than mere coincidence, painting

Simon as a man who embodied strength and capability.

2. Simon’s Background: Born in Raceland, Louisiana, to a large family

 immersed in the struggles of farm life, Simon's journey was fraught with
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challenges. His early education was chaotic, yet he persevered, eventually

joining the Navy under false pretenses to serve in World War II. His military

experience, juxtaposed with the mundane realities of post-war life, shaped a

man who embraced hard work and ambition. Simon’s previous marriage to

Carrie Howard showcased his ability to sustain a family, which complicated

his transition into a new life with Ivory Mae and her children.

3. Navigating New Family Dynamics: The blending of Ivory and Simon's

 families introduced significant emotional turmoil. Simon's daughters,

Deborah and Valeria, were thrust into a world vastly different from the one

they had known after their mother's death. Their arrival at the Wilson house

initiated feelings of confusion and resentment, particularly for Deborah, who

grappled with her new identity in a blended family bereft of the parental

guidance they once had. This confrontation with their father’s new life

marked a painful reorientation in their familial roles.

4. Struggles for Identity: As Deborah and Valeria encountered new

 siblings—Eddie, Michael, and Darryl—their previous standings within their

family hierarchy shifted dramatically. Deborah, striving to maintain her

individuality amidst the chaos, resisted this forced change. Her feelings were

compounded by memories of their mother and a burgeoning rejection of the

new dynamic that felt imposed upon them. The arrival of the girls altered the

landscape of their family, igniting Eddie’s need to cling to his role as the

oldest sibling, thereby manifesting an instinct to contest their new familial
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structure.

In this chapter, rich with personal histories and emotional intricacies, "The

Yellow House" delves into the complexities of love, loss, and the daunting

challenge of forging a cohesive family from the remnants of the past. The

resilience of individuals navigating their intertwined destinies highlights an

enduring quest for belonging and identity amid transformation.
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chapter 5 Summary: Short End, Long Street

In March 1961, a notable advertisement appeared in the Times-Picayune

 newspaper, announcing the sale of a one-story frame dwelling in the slowly

developing area now known as New Orleans East. At that time, the land was

largely swampy and largely uninhabited, often referred to by various names

including Gentilly East and Orangedale. Despite its ambiguous identity, the

arrival of New Orleans East Inc., a company formed by Texas millionaires,

marked a significant turn. They saw potential in draining the wetlands to

develop a thriving community; a vision that sparked dreams of a vast new

city within New Orleans with ambitious population projections.

The early optimism surrounding New Orleans East echoed the era's spirit of

progress, driven by Mayor deLesseps "Chep" Morrison's transformative

projects in the city. New Orleans was enjoying a post-war boom, and with

advances in industries like oil and aerospace, residents felt confident about

the future. Newspaper headlines touted the potential of New Orleans East as

the city's next frontier, a "Model City" that would put New Orleans on the

map as a beacon of prosperity in the South.

However, this vision soon clashed with reality. As the advertisement for the

house at 4121 Wilson appeared, the hype surrounding New Orleans East did

not occupy the mind of Ivory Mae Broom, who was navigating the

challenges of widowhood and motherhood. At just nineteen, and pregnant
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with her second child, the decision to purchase the modest shotgun house

became an act of defiance and hope. Influenced by Webb's stepfather,

Nathan Hobley, Ivory Mae ventured to pioneer her family's future in a

predominantly white neighborhood that was on the frontier of development.

Making the house a home was a laborious journey that involved not only

renovation but also a sense of community. The neighborhood was

constructed with close-knit ties among families, witnessing both

transformation and resistance to encroaching developments. Representing

both aspiration and reality, the process of moving in marked a new chapter

for Ivory Mae and her children. The family's struggles were reflected in their

surroundings—sinking houses, overgrown land, and the hard work required

to cultivate a garden and maintain a home amidst economic challenges.

The burgeoning neighborhood was filled with a variety of characters—the

supportive neighbors like Walter Davis, who remembered seeing Ivory Mae

tirelessly working on her home, and the local children who played freely in

the ditches and among the trees. Simon Broom, Ivory Mae’s husband,

played a pivotal role in building the family's life, enhancing their home

while coping with the trials of their neighbors and the broader societal issues

of their time.

Despite their struggles, they found joy in community gatherings and familiar

connections, hosting festive events that celebrated both holidays and
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everyday victories. They faced the inevitable changes with resilience, as the

shifting demographics and encroaching commercial interests hinted at both

progress and displacement. The juxtaposition of their small community

against the sprawling ambitions of New Orleans East encapsulated the

conflicting narratives of hope and despair that permeated the environment.

Ultimately, as the family established roots in their new home, the intricate

tapestry of personal histories interwove with the broader context of New

Orleans East, revealing a burgeoning identity amidst the new landscape.

Each experience resonated within the community, affirming the notion that

home is not merely a physical structure but a repository of memories,

dreams, and enduring bonds shaped through collective hardship and

perseverance.
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chapter 6: Betsy

In 1965, as Hurricane Betsy approached New Orleans, the atmosphere in the

Broom household was charged with tension and uncertainty. The storm was

unexpectedly ferocious, battering the area with heavy rainfall and strong

winds. Deborah, then eleven, recalls being abruptly roused from sleep by

Uncle Joe, who shouted for everyone to wake up as water inundated the

home. The chaotic scene unfolded with rising water levels that reached

waist-deep, forcing the family to evacuate. They struggled through the

flooded streets, navigating dangerous debris in an effort to reach safety.

1. The family's desperate evacuation highlighted the role of human error in

the storm's devastation. The poorly constructed levees and navigation canals,

such as the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet (MR-GO), exacerbated the

flooding. These channels, which were intended to enhance trade efficiency,

ultimately damaged the natural storm protection that marshes and cypress

forests had provided. The government’s earlier decisions, initially touted as

beneficial, resulted in severe ecological consequences that made the city

more susceptible to devastating floods.
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chapter 7 Summary: The Crown

After the floodwaters receded, the Broom family faced the daunting task of

 rehabilitating their devastated home, marking a transformative moment for

them all. The family, led by Ivory Mae, had initially taken refuge with Lolo

while salvaging what little they could. Their residence, a humble shotgun

house, began to take on new life through determined renovations

spearheaded by Simon, who envisioned an expanded structure. With the help

of skilled family members, they turned the small dwelling into a camelback

shotgun house, featuring added rooms that changed its profile significantly.

Yet, these renovations came with their own challenges; the conflicting

approaches between Simon, a jack-of-all-trades, and Ivory Mae, who valued

detail and perfection, led to tensions as they navigated the rebuilding

process.

1. Relentless Family Dynamic: The house’s evolution mirrored the fierce

 and dynamic interactions among family members, where every space was

utilized for multiple purposes, embodying their shared experiences.

Everyone left traces of their lives throughout the home, transforming it into a

lively hub. Uncle Joe, the meticulous carpenter, regularly returned to assist

during difficult times, highlighting the communal support surrounding the

house. Various rooms served dual functions, underscoring the family’s

adaptability and deep connections.
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2. Private Spaces and Gender Roles: Within this expanded home, the

 dynamics of privacy and personal space evolved. Ivory and Simon occupied

a room near the street, while their daughters found refuge in the rear,

seemingly anchoring the household. The boys claimed the upstairs area,

developing their own kingdom, contrasting sharply with the girls'

responsibilities as caretakers. Mom's place in the kitchen became a creative

hub where she sewed clothes and crafted curtains, affirming her role as the

family's nurturer amidst the chaos.

3. Rituals and Routine: As the Brooms settled into this newly structured

 life, the routine established a rhythm that both comforted and defined them.

Encounters around meals reflected care and creativity, with Simon returning

home from work to join family dinners. Evenings were punctuated by

light-hearted dance sessions on the lawn, illustrating a balance between labor

and joy. The constant presence of children, often requiring Mom’s attention,

showcased the demanding yet fulfilling nature of her role as the familial

anchor.

4. Struggles and Triumphs in Parenting: The chapter also delves into the

 complex layers of parenting that Ivory faced, from navigating the

educational landscape to managing various childhood crises. As her children

attended segregated schools, the stark disparities in treatment and

expectations illustrated systemic issues, profoundly affecting their outlook

and self-worth. The story recalls poignant moments of trauma and
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misunderstanding, especially concerning siblings Michael and Eddie, whose

struggles and achievements enabled them to carve out identities in their

environments.

5. Community and Change: As the seventies approached, the

 neighborhood began to transform. The construction of Pecan Grove, with its

stark branding as an “experiment,” signified both a promise and threat to

their existing way of life. The shift in demographics further complicated

their community ties, sparking new allegiances and redefining personal

histories. These changes were met with a mix of hope and apprehension,

capturing the ongoing tension between preserving their heritage and

adapting to a rapidly evolving world.

Through powerful storytelling and vivid imagery, the chapter encapsulates a

period of significant change for the Broom family. Their experiences reflect

not only the struggle to rebuild a physical structure but also the complexities

of familial bonds, the scars of personal loss, and the perpetual negotiation of

identity within a shifting cultural landscape.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Relentless Family Dynamic

Critical Interpretation: Imagine the strength that can arise from the

bonds you forge with your family, much like the Brooms, who turned

their demolished home into a lively hub of activity, filled with love

and resilience. Their relentless commitment to each other during

moments of struggle showcases an invaluable lesson: that even in the

face of adversity, the shared experiences and mutual support can

transform a broken space into a sanctuary. Reflect on how your own

family interactions shape your environment and how embracing

adaptability and cooperation can create a nurturing space for love and

growth, reminding you that every challenge can lead to a stronger,

more vibrant connection.
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chapter 8 Summary: Hiding Places

In the narrative of Chapter 8 from "The Yellow House," the author, Sarah M.

 Broom, transports us into the vivid world of her childhood, which is

intricately shaped by her home environment and family dynamics. The

chapter revolves around the small, significant spaces in her life, beginning

with a bathroom that evolves into a sacred playroom filled with memories

and emotions. At just five years old, Broom recalls moments in a space

where she mingles joy with sorrow, capturing the essence of childhood as a

blend of play and the haunting shadows of loss.

1. The Bathroom as a Sanctuary: The bathroom, initially a setting for

 her father's quiet departure from life, becomes a realm of imagination for

young Broom. In this small room, she transforms the surroundings into an

enchanting place, where sheetrock becomes a chalkboard and neon-green

lizards are her students. This space, rich with sensory details like the smell

of mold and the quirky sounds from outside, represents both a physical and

emotional refuge. Here, she learns how to navigate her world, embracing a

sense of safety even in the face of uncertainty.

2. Family Dynamics: Broom paints a picture of family life interwoven

 with both chaos and camaraderie. The presence of her older brother Troy

adds a dynamic of tension and playfulness. Their interactions offer a glance

at sibling rivalry—where playful teasing provokes responses that keep their
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relationship fraught yet lively. The author masterfully illustrates how

children grasp the intricacies of familial roles and tensions, often through

their own lens of innocence and mischief.

3. A Divided Home: The contrast between the two bathrooms

 symbolizes a division in Broom’s life milestones—one room remains

stagnant, a ghost of her father’s absence, while the other, updated but still

unfinished, accommodates the ongoing life of the family. The bathroom

located in the new part of the house, equipped with a lock, becomes a

symbol of personal space and a tool for escape. This divide reflects larger

themes of safety, privacy, and the notion of ‘hiding’—a recurring motif in

Broom's experiences.

4. Nurturing and Anxiety: A prevalent theme emerges in her mother’s

 protective voice, as she instills the idea of bodily autonomy and awareness

concerning safety in the most intimate way. Broom illustrates the duality in

her mother’s tone—careful yet playful—creating a sense of balance in their

relationship. The protective reiteration of boundaries during bath time

reinforces the idea of personal ownership and vigilance, a critical lesson

amidst childhood innocence.

5. Growing Up Without a Father: The poignant realization of the

 absence of her father lingers in her thoughts, unspoken but deeply felt.

Broom's understanding of her family’s history is still unfolding as she
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grapples with the implications of her father's absence and her position as the

youngest, sometimes feeling invisible in the fabric of her family's narrative.

This nuanced layer adds depth to the childhood experience, revealing how

children process complex emotions without the full understanding that

adults possess.

Broom's chapter intricately weaves together the themes of childhood, loss,

protection, and the navigation of familial relationships through the lens of a

young girl. Each detail contributes to the richness of her storytelling,

showcasing how even mundane spaces can hold profound significance in

shaping identity and resilience amidst life's challenges.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Bathroom as a Sanctuary

Critical Interpretation: Imagine a place where joy dances alongside

sorrow, where the four walls become a canvas for your imagination. In

Chapter 8 of 'The Yellow House,' Sarah M. Broom teaches you that

even the most unassuming spaces can offer profound refuge. Just as

she transformed her father's quiet, haunting bathroom into a vibrant

playroom filled with storytelling and creativity, you too can find

magic in the ordinary. This chapter inspires you to cultivate your own

sanctuaries—whether a cozy nook at home or a favorite spot in the

park—where you can dream freely, explore your thoughts, and

navigate life's complexities. Embrace these spaces as your own

personal havens, where the mundane meets the extraordinary,

fostering resilience and joy in your journey.
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chapter 9: Origins

In the complex narrative woven by Sarah M. Broom in Chapter 9 of "The

Yellow House," the profound interconnectedness of life and death is

poignantly illustrated through the intertwining fates of the author and her

father, Simon Broom Sr. The chapter notably begins with the pivotal

moment of Broom’s birth and her father's death, a confluence that

encapsulates her existence within a broader family history.

1. From the outset, the duality of birth and loss is emphasized, with the

author reflecting on how her arrival coincided with her father's passing. Born

on New Year’s Eve in 1979, in the midst of familial sorrow, Broom's birth

story is marked by somber events and a distinct lack of acknowledgement

from her father. As her mother recounts the events of her pregnancy, it

becomes clear that the emotional connection between Broom and her father

was minimal, underlined by the stark silence around his reaction to her birth.

2. The circumstances surrounding Broom’s birth were unique; she was her

mother’s only cesarean section, leading to a period of immobility for her

mother, Ivory Mae, unlike any other she had experienced before. This forced
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chapter 10 Summary: The Grieving House

In the aftermath of a profound loss, the world of the Broom family is

 enveloped in grief. Simon's death casts a long shadow over their lives,

particularly for the youngest members who struggle to navigate the depths of

sorrow. Byron, the youngest boy, clings to their mother and falls silent,

adopting a stoic demeanor reminiscent of their father. Meanwhile, the

narrator, a mere six months old, feels the void left behind, as their mother

transitions from the nurturing confines of parenthood to the responsibility of

being the sole guardian of her six children.

The house transforms into a mourning ground, where shared memories offer

both comfort and torment. Their mother's grief is profound, having already

lost two husbands. She leans into her spirituality, finding solace in intimate

conversations with God as she grapples with her new reality, vowing to raise

her children without the aid of another man. This solitary dedication fuels

her resolve, prompting her to embrace her role as a mother with renewed

vigor despite her personal loss.

In a bid for survival, their mother embarks on a journey of self-reliance. She

takes on various small jobs, including working as a nurse's aide, while

simultaneously navigating the complexities of raising her children alone.

With Simon gone, she must step into roles she had never filled—taking

charge of finances, learning to drive, and finding ways to discipline and
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guide her children. Her approach to parenting blends moral instruction with

a gentle, yet firm authority, ensuring that her children's paths are guided by

truth.

The community around them shifts as well; the children each respond to

Simon's absence in their own ways. As they confront life's unforeseen

challenges, they learn the transformative power of resilience. Darryl's arrest

for theft and Carl's determination to become self-sufficient showcase their

grappling with the expectations placed on them. Each child represents a

unique facet of mourning and growth, defined by their father's absence yet

driven to honor his legacy by striving to be strong individuals.

As time unfolds, key milestones highlight both the pervasive nature of grief

and the inevitability of moving forward. The annual cycle of holidays,

birthdays, and commemorative visits to graves becomes a testament to both

loss and celebration. Through the seasons, the communal act of

celebration—the baking of birthday cakes, the decorating of Christmas

trees—unfolds against a backdrop of sorrow, illustrating that even in grief,

bonds of love and familial support endure.

Amidst this backdrop, the youngest member finds her footing in a complex

family tapestry marked by laughter, tears, and the echoes of a father’s love.

The warmth of her mother’s embrace stands in stark contrast to the

emotional cold left by Simon’s passing. Photographs capture moments of
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joy, with the siblings forming a protective cocoon around each other,

symbolizing a shared understanding of their journey.

Ultimately, the story encapsulates a profound truth: grief is inextricably

linked to love. The echoes of the past, represented through cherished

memories and vows of resilience, guide the Broom family through their

mourning. With every step forward, they carry the legacy of their father,

transforming their pain into a testament of strength, hope, and enduring

familial love.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Resilience in the face of grief

Critical Interpretation: The chapter underscores the importance of

resilience during times of profound loss. Just as the Broom family

transforms their sorrow into strength, you too can draw from the

depths of your own grief to cultivate resilience. Embrace the difficult

emotions without fear, knowing that each tear and moment of struggle

is part of your journey towards healing. Allow the love and memories

of those you have lost to inspire you to grow stronger and to foster

deeper connections with those around you. In doing so, you honor

their legacy and create a powerful narrative of hope and perseverance

that carries you forward.
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chapter 11 Summary: Map of My World

In the intricate tapestry of Sarah M. Broom's life, outlined in "The Yellow

 House," her existence is represented by five key locations, akin to the five

fingers on a hand, each symbolizing a pivotal aspect of her childhood. This

map, however, also portrays a blurred reality; despite her awareness of the

immediate surroundings, she grapples with significant visual impairment

that shapes her interactions and emotions. 

1. The first location — Grandmother's house in St. Rose — serves as a

haven, a place of discovery where Sarah experiences moments like the

peculiar sight of horses on sidewalks. While the journey to this country

house is filled with her youthful fears and anxieties, it also brings comfort

through nostalgic memories of her grandmother, like the scent of her face

powder and the warmth of family gatherings centered around baked goods.

Here, she meets Diggs, her grandmother's companion whose unexplained

departure leaves a lingering mark of confusion in Sarah's mind.

2. The second point, the vibrant Schwegmann’s Supermarket, embodies a

space of freedom and playful antics for young Sarah, but it also represents a

deeper fear of water and the unknown dangers that lurk within. Recounting

an accident involving a friend plunging into a canal, she develops a profound

apprehension of treacherous depths, further complicated by her struggles

with prescriptive blindness. 
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3. The map continues with clusters around her immediate community; her

home on Wilson Avenue, Pastor Simmons’s church, and Jefferson Davis

Elementary School, where Sarah embarks on her educational journey. This

transition marks her identity shift — being introduced as Sarah and

distancing herself from her previous name, Monique. In school, she forms

bonds with her nephew, James, and neighbors, while grappling with the

complexities of social interactions, new names, and expectations placed

upon her by a largely unfamiliar world.

4. Growing up in an engaging yet complex household means dealing with

shared experiences where her siblings, especially Lynette, carve out their

identities distinctly. Lynette’s artistic flair and aspirations begin to contrast

with Sarah’s more spontaneous and carefree nature. While Lynette engages

in talent shows and personal grooming, Sarah finds joy in imaginative play,

often stepping into the role of a teacher for her stuffed animals, cultivating

her thirst for knowledge amid the chaos.

5. The narrative unfolds to reveal moments of mischief and learning — be it

extracting sweets from Ms. Octavia's shop or unintentionally injuring her

mother, whose resilience stands as a steady force in their chaotic lives. These

incidents contribute to Lynette’s labeling of Sarah as "Rosemary’s Baby," a

moniker that signifies not only a playful sibling rivalry but also encapsulates

a child’s misunderstandings and misinterpretations of reality.
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Through these multitudes of experiences, Sarah navigates a blend of familial

affection, societal expectations, and personal fears, forming a vivid map of

her childhood. Each point on this map weaves together the threads of her

identity, emerging from a backdrop of love, chaos, and resilience that

fundamentally shapes who she becomes as she grows older. This rich

intertwining of experiences highlights the complexities of family dynamics

and the formative nature of early childhood encounters against the broader

landscape of New Orleans.
Location Description

1.
Grandmother's
House (St.
Rose)

A haven of discovery filled with nostalgia; encounters with horses and
family warmth; significant impact from her grandmother and her
companion Diggs.

2.
Schwegmann’s
Supermarket

A space of freedom overshadowed by fears of water and danger; an
accident of a friend instills a fear of depths, compounded by her
visual impairment.

3. Home on
Wilson Avenue

A community center including Pastor Simmons’s church and
Jefferson Davis Elementary; marks her identity shift from Monique to
Sarah; navigates new names and social interactions.

4. Sibling
Dynamics

Complex family life with her sister Lynette's artistic aspirations
contrasting her own carefree nature; learns through imaginative play
incorporating educational elements.

5. Mischief and
Learning

Experiences of playful mischief, including incidents with sweets and
her mother; highlights sibling rivalry and misunderstandings which
influence Sarah's identity.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embrace the complexity of your childhood experiences.

Critical Interpretation: In Chapter 11 of 'The Yellow House,' Sarah

Broom navigates the intricate web of her childhood, shaped by various

locations and personal experiences that each contribute to her identity.

This chapter inspires us to reflect on our own backgrounds,

recognizing that every seemingly simple event or place—like the

comforting scent of a loved one's home—holds layers of meaning that

can define who we are. Embracing the richness of our own histories

allows us to draw strength from our experiences, helping us face the

complexities of life with resilience and a deeper understanding of

ourselves.
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chapter 12: Four Eyes

In the poignant narrative of Lynette's thirteenth birthday, the aftershocks of

tragedy serve as a backdrop to the complex emotions unfolding in the lives

of two young girls. The day begins with a creative endeavor—a birthday

card project crafted from vibrant construction paper—an innocent act

juxtaposed with the weight of loss that permeates their reality. Lynette, who

once radiated joy, is now deeply affected by her brother Herman's reckless

play, an incident that led to the loss of her front tooth. The memory of this

moment seems to cast a shadow over her celebrations.

1. <strong>Confronting Grief and Trauma</strong>: When Herman knocks

on their side door to deliver the heartbreaking news of his mother Big

Karen's death from pneumonia, a haunting silence envelops them. The

lingering trauma of past events tugs at Lynette, reminding her of the

vulnerability of childhood amidst loss. The childhood innocence they once

basked in feels eroded by reminders of mortality and survival.

2. <strong>Complex Relationships and Experience</strong>: The narrative

reveals a deep-seated connection between Lynette, Alvin, and the aftermath
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chapter 13 Summary: Elsewheres

In Chapter 13 of Sarah M. Broom's "The Yellow House," the author reflects

 on her teenage years marked by transformation and the familial bonds that

shaped her identity. The chapter opens with the importance of photographs,

used as a means to preserve memories and capture moments from a vibrant

early adolescence. In these snapshots, Broom recalls moments of joy and

accomplishment alongside her mother and sister Lynette, who represent

different stages in their lives as they navigate their aspirations and realities.

1. Early Achievements and Family Dynamics: Broom's early success as

 an academic in middle school is celebrated with the honor of wearing an

“Eagle Scholar” Windbreaker. She recalls family traditions around

milestones and how her mother, unable to break away completely from the

domestic sphere, lovingly sews their outfits that reflect their pride and unity.

2. Transition to Middle School: Broom's transition to higher grades at

 the Edward Livingston Middle School marks a shift in her personal

experience. The support she once felt is now overshadowed by an

environment rife with social dynamics that require her to navigate

relationships with peers marked by a culture of teasing and rebellion. Her

experiences highlight the stark contrasts between her past and current self, as

she struggles with insecurity and the pressures of growing up.
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3. Rise of Teenage Obstacles: As the years pass from 1991 to 1996, the

 chapter reveals the challenges of adolescence. Broom's relationship with

Lynette evolves as her sister prepares to leave for college, while Broom

herself grapples with her identity amid a changing social landscape at

school. The discharge of innocence and the evolving dynamics with

classmates cause a rift, and the once assured Broom faces verbal jabs and

bullying. 

4. Experiences at School: Broom describes a school environment

 marked by harsh realities and unexpected encounters, leading her to

experience estrangement not only from her peers but from herself. The

depiction of physical fights and emotional confrontations juxtaposes her

earlier successes, illustrating a harsh educational atmosphere that belittles

individuality and intelligence.

5. Family Interventions and Changes: After some tumultuous events,

 including her mother’s strict disciplinary methods, Broom's academic

journey takes a new turn. Her mother, seeking to steer her onto a more stable

and promising path, enrolls her in Word of Faith Academy, which represents

both new opportunities and isolation from her prior life.

6. Adjustment to Private School: The transition to Word of Faith

 Academy underscores feelings of alienation. Broom’s experiences contrast

sharply with her past as she navigates the complexities of a new
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environment—one where she feels out of place due to socio-economic

disparities and cultural differences, yet seeks to adapt outwardly through her

appearance and demeanor.

Through this chapter, Broom intricately weaves her personal narrative,

exploring the themes of identity, familial bonds, and the sometimes painful

transition from childhood to adolescence. Her reflections resonate with the

complexity of growing up in a multifaceted family in New Orleans,

capturing a poignant mix of nostalgia, hardship, and resilience that shapes

her ongoing story.
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chapter 14 Summary: Interiors

In Chapter 14 of "The Yellow House" by Sarah M. Broom, the author

 explores the themes of shame, familial bonds, and the stark realities of

living in a decaying house. The narrative begins with a profound observation

about shame and how it manifests quietly, often unnoticed, much like the

slow wear of water on stone. It paints a picture of the Yellow House as more

than just a physical structure—it's a source of both pride and anxiety,

embodying the complexities of the family’s life.

1. Isolation Through Fear: The chapter reflects on a learned behavior

 ingrained in the family, particularly emphasized by the mother’s sentiment

that the house isn’t comfortable for outsiders. Lynette's attempts to invite

friends over highlight this isolation. Her fear of judgment about their living

conditions leads her to reject genuine connections, demonstrating how the

weight of familial shame can limit personal growth.

2. Living Spaces and Identity: The house itself is described with both

 affection and disdain, as Broom remembers the beauty her mother instilled

in the home despite its deterioration. Over time, the disintegration of the

physical structure mirrors the emotional and psychological struggles of the

family members, who both seek to maintain pride in their appearances while

grappling with underlying shame and disappointment fueled by societal

expectations.
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3. Mom’s Resilience and the House’s Decline: Broom's mother, Ivory

 Mae, is portrayed as a force of resilience, working fervently to clean and

maintain the home despite its obvious disrepair. Her cleaning rituals become

symbolic acts of emotional exorcism, demonstrating her belief in

meritocracy—the idea that hard work should yield better results, a belief that

seems to falter against the realities of both the house and their lives.

4. Family Dynamics and Relationships: The complicated relationships

 within the family are highlighted, particularly the strained interactions with

Darryl, who embodies the troubled aspects of their shared history,

specifically addiction. His presence serves as a reminder of internal family

struggles overshadowed by external perceptions. The living space becomes

both protective and oppressive, illustrating the dualities of familial love and

the fear that comes from knowing too much about someone you fear.

5. Economic Hardships and Aspirations: The chapter juxtaposes

 memories of the past with the current financial struggles of the family and

their shifting aspirations—a desire for a better home clashing with the harsh

realities of life in an increasingly industrialized neighborhood. The ambition

for a different life stands in stark contrast to the unchanging reality of the

Yellow House, creating tension between dreams and those lived experiences.

6. The Impact of Change and Displacement: As the chapter progresses,
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 it details the personal impacts of larger societal changes on the

neighborhood and the family's psyche. Crime, decay, and the loss of

community are interwoven threads that complicate their attempts at finding

stability and comfort. Their futile house hunting reflects a deep-rooted desire

for escape from their present circumstances while simultaneously

confronting failures of both the family and their environment.

7. The Uninvited Reflection: Lynette's desire to invite her friend Deirdre

 into their home serves as a pivotal moment, challenging deep-seated notions

of hospitality and the fear of judgment. Deirdre's discomfort in the Yellow

House becomes a harsh reflection of their lived reality, pushing them back

into their shells, reinforcing the protective barriers that have long defined

their family dynamic.

Ultimately, this chapter encapsulates the multi-layered complexities of

belonging and identity within a family marked by shame, resilience, and the

stark realities of their lived environment. Broom’s vivid recollection

highlights how the physical house is interwoven with their personal

narratives, embodying both the dreams they aspire to and the haunting

memories of their struggles, forming the heart of their collective story.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Confronting Fear to Foster Connections

Critical Interpretation: This chapter sheds light on the deep impact of

isolation driven by fear, particularly the fear of judgment that can

stifle genuine connections. Imagine standing at the threshold of your

own life, hesitating to invite others in due to insecurities about your

circumstances—be it your home, your relationships, or even your

story. Let Broom's reflection challenge you to tear down these walls of

self-doubt. By embracing authenticity and inviting people into your

reality, you create opportunities for connection, understanding, and

growth. Instead of retreating into shame, envision how sharing your

truth can cultivate a community that uplifts you, transforming the

narrative you've held close into one of shared resilience and hope.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


chapter 15: Tongues

In my junior year at Word of Faith, I discovered a deep sense of inner space,

a sanctuary that served as an escape from the high school experience I was

eager to leave behind. By this time, I had become a part of the yearbook

staff, finding admiration in Mrs. Grace, an English teacher whose emphasis

on careful word choices echoed my mother's early influence on my love for

language. I recognized that writing and spirituality were intertwined, both

avenues through which I could explore my interiority.

Our family’s connection to church had grown stronger, transitioning to

Victory Fellowship, a megachurch that became both a second home and a

place of transformation. This church, founded by two former hippies,

allowed us to reinvent ourselves in an environment that felt rich with

possibility. The absence of strict rituals captured my mother's interest, and

soon we were attending services multiple times a week. My experiences at

Victory included a second baptism, which felt more casual compared to the

first, encapsulated by oversized garments and the whirlpool experience.

The congregational focus on speaking in tongues created a sense of shared
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chapter 16 Summary: Distances

By the beginning of 1997, seventeen-year-old Sarah had distanced herself

 from church, identifying herself as a backslider who craved intellectual and

worldly experiences. With a nearly perfect GPA, she graduated high school,

though she found no genuine moments of joy in those years. The only

significant event was her lonely prom, where her dress, made by her mother,

fit poorly. Choosing the University of North Texas largely influenced by her

ambiguous connection with her crush, Roy, Sarah realized she was

unprepared for college life. Despite college-level coursework in high school,

she was uninformed about universities that could have nurtured her

potential.

Reflecting on family, Sarah acknowledged she was not a trailblazer in

pursuing higher education, yet she never sought guidance from relatives like

her older siblings. Instead, she fantasized about the world beyond her

immediate environment, occasionally infatuated with Roy but knowing their

relationship lacked depth. Her journey to Texas began with her brothers,

Carl and Michael, who drove her in a cramped pickup truck, filled with

anticipation but also the weight of uncertainty. The road trip characterized

by sibling banter, quickly turned silent as police pulled them over for

speeding, a moment highlighting the pressures they faced.

Arriving at West Hall in Denton, Sarah moved into her dorm, an austere
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space that felt isolating amidst the excitement of college. Carl was eager to

hit the road again rather than linger, leaving her feeling unanchored even as

their farewell held warmth. Michael, on the other hand, took a moment to

express love and pride, bringing a bittersweet feeling as she recalled her

mother, who had no fond farewells left after past losses.

The first year at college proved challenging. Sarah navigated the burden of

student loans and remedial courses, revealing the stark reality of her high

school’s lack of prestige. Although she performed well academically, her

sense of disappointment lingered. Her initial dorm experience was marked

by the departure of roommates, a reality that allowed her to imbue the space

with her personality—decorating and inviting friends, creating a vessel of

comfort amidst academic pressures.

Over the summer of 1998, Sarah returned to the Yellow House with a shift in

identity; she felt liberated in her new name, Sarah, distancing herself from

the confines of Monique from her childhood. The contrasting identities

highlighted her inner conflicts, ensnared by her environment yet reaching for

new horizons. As she took up work in various service roles, the realities of

living in New Orleans East became starkly contrasted against the lively

French Quarter. 

Working as a barista, she embraced the chaos and beauty of the city, crafting

narratives that framed her upbringing in a culturally rich context. Daily
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encounters and seemingly mundane observations became powerful stories

reflective of her identity, a blend of aspiration and reality. Despite the

alluring charm of the French Quarter, Sarah felt a psychic struggle, aware of

the risks of shaping herself too deeply by her environment.

As summer faded, Sarah reflected on her unresolved familial ties and the

struggles of her past while witnessing her mother achieve newfound success.

Yet, loneliness plagued her during oppressive nights in the Yellow House,

where the heat was both a physical and metaphorical barrier to her dreams.

The feeling of immobility haunted her, contrasting sharply with the freedom

she chased in her new setting, ultimately leaving her grappling with her

sense of place and belonging.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embrace Your Journey of Self-Discovery

Critical Interpretation: Imagine standing at a crossroads, much like

Sarah did when she stepped into the vast unknown of college life. Her

journey reflects a defining realization that growth often stems from

discomfort and exploration. By distancing herself from familiar ties

and venturing into uncharted territory, she learned the importance of

self-discovery and resilience. Let her experience inspire you to

embrace your own journey, understanding that each challenge, be it

academic or personal, can shape your identity and lead to profound

revelations. Remember, the path to understanding who you are is

paved with both struggle and triumph, guiding you towards a more

authentic self.
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chapter 17 Summary: 1999

In 1999, a pivotal year that presented both questions and answers, I returned

 to the Yellow House, my childhood home in New Orleans East. This visit

took place during the summer between my second and third years of college,

a time marked by significant changes in my life and in my understanding of

home. After a year of exploration through a student exchange program,

including a semester at the University of Massachusetts–Amherst, I had

embraced the thrill of academic pursuits and social experiences in diverse

cities. However, returning home felt like facing poverty one last time; the

familiarity of my surroundings was a stark contrast to my newfound

adventures.

On one particular afternoon, my new computer—a symbol of my

growth—caught the attention of police officers who visited the Yellow

House. Their inquiries about my possessions felt invasive and highlighted

my familial struggles. Soon after, my nephew James, who was often in

trouble with the law, arrived. I reluctantly informed him that the police were

looking for him, and our interaction, filled with unspoken emotions, hinted

at the complexities of our lives and the dangers that lurked within our world.

A few months later, news arrived of Alvin's tragic death in a car accident

due to complications from drug use. His funeral was a haunting mix of grief

and nostalgia, with family members struggling to provide a dignified
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goodbye. Alvin's lifeless body, the vestiges of his youth marred by the

circumstances of his death, served as a chilling reminder of the fragility of

life in our community. At the funeral, James attended under police escort, a

stark illustration of the sometimes cruel and inevitable intersection of fate

and circumstance.

In the wake of Alvin's death, my connection to the Yellow House waned. I

no longer laid my head there overnight, instead finding refuge in the homes

of others throughout Texas, California, and eventually New York. My

mother, Ivory Mae, and my sister's family continued to inhabit the Yellow

House, living among its deteriorating walls that held so many memories.

The house, while still standing, became emblematic of lost potential—its

disrepair a testament to the struggles that enveloped our family.

Reflecting on the place where I grew up, my mother shared her memories of

the house’s decline, of rain leaking through the roof, and the difficulty of

maintaining a semblance of comfort amid chaos. Despite the outward

appearances of a well-kept home, the realities inside told a different story,

one of resilience and perseverance in the face of hardship. She reiterated a

feeling many share—the yearning for a legacy, a stable home to pass down

to the next generation. As she grappled with her own past, she held onto the

dreams that she hoped were embodied in the lives of her children.

As I processed these intertwined narratives of loss, longing, and resilience, I
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found myself questioning the very essence of home and heritage. The often

tumultuous relationship with my upbringing, the people I cherished, and the

house that once stood as a sanctuary coalesced into a poignant realization:

the house itself may decay, but the memories and lessons borne from it

endure, shaping who I am and who I will become. In a way, the legacy of the

Yellow House continues to live on through our stories, even as the walls

crumble and fade.
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chapter 18: Run

In the chaotic backdrop of the Charlie Parker Jazz Festival in Harlem on

August 27, 2005, the lives of a family unfold against the impending disaster

of Hurricane Katrina. The narrator, attending the festival with her sister

Lynette, reflects on the strong bond the sisters share, marked by their close

physical proximity yet distinct personalities. As the music plays, the

narrator’s mother is simultaneously evacuating their grandmother’s house in

St. Charles Parish, prioritizing her family's safety amid crumbling

certainties. 

1. As the storm approaches, loved ones scatter in different directions, their

paths influenced by the urgency of the evacuation order. The family

dynamics emerge vividly during this troubling time. The narrator’s mother is

seen making sandwiches and packing supplies for the journey,

demonstrating her instinct to nurture even while chaos looms. The family’s

tension escalates as Troy, a relative, finds himself misplaced along the

journey, underscoring the disorder surrounding them.

2. The narrative transitions to focus on Carl, another family member, who
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chapter 19 Summary: Settle

In the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, the narrative unfolds in Vacaville,

 California, where Byron's property becomes a makeshift shelter for nine

individuals, including family and neighbors. The cramped living conditions

contrast with the spacious exterior of the home. Byron's prompt action to

send tickets for family members to escape the flood marks a gesture of

resilience against the dismal backdrop of displacement.

The narrator grapples with a newly assigned "Katrina story" for a magazine.

This reporting task feels absurd as family dynamics play out in the chaotic

environment of shared living spaces. Mom and Karen adapt to their quarters

while the children navigate the new surroundings, evidencing both the

fragility of stability and the persistent reach of familial bonds. One

particularly distressing night reveals Herman, a family friend, struggling

with nightmares exacerbated by the stress of evacuation and loss.

The stories shared by Herman, despite their tendency toward exaggeration,

become a lifeline, evoking nostalgia for Wilson Avenue and a semblance of

home in a foreign place. Herman's over-the-top antics, such as racing a

young neighbor, generate laughter, providing a brief reprieve from the

heavier realities they all face. This spirited performance becomes a cherished

memory, illuminating how humor can be a necessary balm during turbulent

times.
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As schools reopen, Brittany and Melvin's experiences highlight the

challenges of integrating into a new environment, where they grapple with

being labeled as "Katrina transports." Meanwhile, the men find work as they

attempt to stabilize their lives. Karen eventually joins the workforce at UPS,

underscoring her determination to adapt to this new chapter.

In the midst of their struggles, communication with family holds immense

importance. Michael's unexpected call signifies a breakthrough in

connecting the family's fragmented story, revealing their respective journeys

through the chaos. Carl's narrative, a blend of survival and heartache, sheds

light on the resilience of those who faced the storm's aftermath. His

reuniting with family contrasts the devastation left behind, further

intertwining their stories.

As Carl settles into his grandmother's house, a bittersweet tranquility

envelops him. His physical ailments manifest the emotional toll of the

upheaval. Meanwhile, news of their grandmother's deteriorating health

amplifies the longing for familial connections and the fear of loss. Just

before her passing, the urgency of family ties is felt as the narrator grapples

with the impending grief.

September 29, 2005, marks a poignant conclusion to a chapter filled with

struggle, loss, and small victories. The family's story reflects a collective
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journey of resilience, underscoring the intertwined experiences of love and

loss in the face of devastation, ultimately portraying their indomitable spirit

as they navigate the new normals thrust upon them.
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chapter 20 Summary: Bury

In the days following Hurricane Katrina, a family gathers to mourn the

 passing of Grandmother Broom in St. Rose, Louisiana. The event draws

together twelve siblings, though the devastation has altered their familial

landscape. Before the storm, the author had six siblings living outside

Louisiana and five in New Orleans, but after the disaster, only two siblings

remained in Louisiana, highlighting the storm's profound impact on their

family dynamics and geographical ties.

1. The funeral becomes a pilgrimage for the family, with siblings traveling

from places like San Antonio, Vacaville, North Carolina, and New York City

to pay their respects. The author's brothers travel together, reminiscing and

engaging in familiar banter reminiscent of their childhood. This poignant

moment underscores the ties of brotherhood and the memories surrounding

their Grandmother's house, which had once been a hub for family gatherings.

2. The practicalities of the funeral underscore the chaos post-Katrina, as the

author and her sister Lynette struggle to create a simple program given the

scarcity of resources. Their attempts to publish an obituary serve as a

reminder of Grandmother's importance and the inadequacies of their

aftermath experience. The sense of loss is compounded by the low turnout at

the funeral, attributed, in part, to their failure to disseminate timely

information.
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3. During the wake prior to burial, the siblings find comfort in their shared

history, evidenced by their interaction as they cut each other’s hair in the

garage. This ritual serves as a connection to their past, evoking memories of

joyful reunions and playful rivalry. One vivid memory is of a photo shoot

taken months earlier, symbolizing the fleeting moments of happiness in

simpler times.

4. The emotional weight of the funeral ceremony is palpable, with the

author's mother displaying her grief in the most public and vulnerable

manner: attempting to climb into Grandmother's casket and calling out

heartbreaking cries. This heavy scene casts a long shadow over the family,

showcasing not only their shared sorrow but also the fabric of their

relationships now irrevocably altered by Grandmother's death.

5. The author recalls the nurturing presence of their mother during

Grandmother's final years, illustrating a deep bond defined by care and

compassion. These recollections paint a vivid picture of the family's

dynamics, accentuating the way the mother fulfilled her role, focusing on the

details that mattered to Grandmother even as she suffered from dementia. It

is within these moments of intimacy that lessons of care and love are

imparted to the younger generation, revealing the significance of heritage

amidst the swirl of grief.
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6. The narrative culminates in a profound acknowledgment of the complex

feelings surrounding loss. The family is united in grief yet fractured by the

reality of their new lives post-Katrina, each sibling navigating their own path

of remembrance while simultaneously yearning for the collective past. The

author grasps the transformative power of these shared experiences, as loss,

love, and familial identity intertwine in the wake of both literal and

metaphorical storms. 

Through this journey of mourning, the siblings find solace in one another,

weaving together a tapestry of memory and resilience, learning to embrace

the fragility of life and the enduring bonds of family.
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chapter 21: Trace

In Chapter 21 of "The Yellow House" by Sarah M. Broom, the author

reflects on the profound changes wrought by Hurricane Katrina, particularly

as they relate to her childhood home. The chapter begins with a return trip to

the Yellow House in New Orleans East, where the group faces obstacles,

including roadblocks, on their journey but gains entry thanks to Carl’s

NASA identification. As they navigate the remnants of their past—a path

marked by decay—nostalgia intertwines with grief, and the sights evoke

bittersweet memories.

Upon arrival, the siblings are confronted by the stark reality of their

childhood home, now a shell of its former self. The house stands damaged

and neglected; its structure appears broken, and nature has begun to reclaim

it. Herman searches for mementos of Alvin, his deceased brother and Sarah's

childhood friend, but finds only disappointment amidst the chaos. The

family's connection to the house is palpable; Mom, wearing a surgical mask,

reflects a deep sadness as she observes the crumbling structure symbolizing

both loss and memory.
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chapter 22 Summary: Forget

In the poignant reflections of August 2006 to January 2008, Sarah M. Broom

 unveils the intricate web of familial love and the struggle for identity in the

aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. Her narrative oscillates between her

experiences in New Orleans and her wanderlust that takes her across the

globe—from Istanbul to Berlin and on to Burundi, East Africa—in search of

understanding and connection.

1. The Bind of Family and Geography: Broom articulates the inherent

connection among family members, likening their closeness to the

intertwined forms of an amoeba. The metaphor emphasizes that separating

from this closeness is not merely a physical act; it is an emotional tear that

evokes profound pain. Despite leaving New Orleans, her bond with the city

and her family remains steadfast, igniting a compulsion to revisit the place

that has shaped her identity.

2. The Lasting Impact of Hurricane Katrina: The ruins left by the hurricane

aren't just structural; they symbolize the longstanding socio-economic

injustices that Broom has grappled with since childhood. Her childhood

experiences, marked by inequality and neglect, are revisited through the lens

of collective trauma as she reflects on the stark realities faced by her family

post-Katrina. The bearers of memories and loss, the family members

communicate through constant telephone calls, mirroring the entwined
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narratives of survival and resilience.

3. Ritualistic Returns: Broom’s visits to her hometown are laden with

nostalgia and sorrow. She meticulously details these journeys, where she

drives the empty streets of New Orleans, haunted by the ghosts of the past.

Each deserted house prompts her to contemplate her familial history while

underscoring the audible silence left by absence. The vibrancy of her

memories clashes with the desolation visible outdoors, compelling her to

grapple with her feelings of loss, belonging, and identity.

4. Search for Meaning: The quest to understand her family's conditions leads

Broom to participate in various events in New Orleans, seemingly

disconnected from the reality of her family's struggles. Her attempts to

infuse her life with the vibrancy of her roots sometimes leave her feeling

more alienated, highlighting the discomfort of living between worlds. The

juxtaposition of her professional endeavors against her familial

responsibilities elucidates the broader theme of identity negotiation amidst

displacement.

5. Flight to Burundi: Seeking solace and a deeper understanding of

displacement, Broom embarks on a journey to Burundi, a country steeped in

its own historic struggles yet comparable to her experiences in New Orleans.

The distant land serves as a backdrop for her attempt to connect her familial

narrative to a larger global context, amplifying her feelings of isolation and
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dislocation. Her work in Burundi, challenging yet enriching, leads her to

confront both societal injustices and personal vulnerabilities.

6. The Struggle for Connection and Language: In her new environment,

Broom is faced with the barrier of language and the cultural complexities

that define her experience. Her communication struggle amplifies her sense

of displacement, as she yearns for connection yet grapples with the isolation

of not being understood. Here, the notion of identity evolves further, shaped

by her new encounters and relationships.

7. Reflection and Realization: As the narrative unfolds, tension mounts in

Burundi, mirroring the instability she fears in her family back home. The

passage illustrates Broom's internal battle as she navigates her attachment to

both places—New Orleans and Burundi. Her encounters with local residents

and her fleeting moments of community immerse her in a collective

understanding of survival and resilience, transcending her initial desires to

escape her roots.

Ultimately, Broom's journey serves as a contemplation of identity,

belonging, and the unyielding quest for spirituality and connection amid

chaotic realities. The narrative crescendos in a poignant realization that the

act of forgetting is as daunting as the memories themselves, intertwining the

personal and political in her ongoing quest for home, identity, and

understanding.
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chapter 23 Summary: Perdido

In the narrative arc of Sarah M. Broom's "The Yellow House", Chapter 23

 captures the multifaceted journey of returning to New Orleans after a stage

of emotional displacement, specifically around the months of January to

August 2008. This chapter shares the protagonist's introspective reflections

as she adapts to both the physical and emotional landscapes she thought she

knew.

1. The celebration of the protagonist's twenty-eighth birthday in Burundi

marks a poignant departure from her past life. With friends gathered amidst

candlelight and laughter, she acknowledges the shift in her identity—a sense

of joy interlaced with an urgent need to return home. Her departure from

Burundi is not merely geographical but symbolic, as she contemplates her

grounding in her family's dynamics and her own personal history. 

2. Communication with Ceeon Quiett—the director of communications for

Mayor Ray Nagin—plants the seeds for her return. Ceeon's insistence that

her experiences in Burundi provide unique insights into rebuilding New

Orleans becomes a pivotal trigger, leading her to confront her fears of

disconnection from her roots. The protagonist embodies the struggle of an

expatriate longing for belonging but grappling with the evolving nature of

home.
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3. As she navigates through New Orleans's changed fabric post-Katrina, the

dilapidated state of her hometown starkly contrasts the vibrant memories of

her youth. The chapter relays the visceral impact of her arrival—where

ghostly remnants of the past intermingle with the haunting absence of

familiar structures and faces. She recalls her childhood interactions with city

hall, laden with an emotional weight that frames her current perception of

governance and recovery.

4. Broom’s initials foray into city hall culminates in a flurry of

contrasts—luxury hotels beset by chaos, and a mayor whose

once-charismatic image has begun to fray in the harsh light of criticism and

scrutiny. Her role as a senior writer for the mayor challenges her to articulate

the narrative of recovery, yet she finds herself torn between that narrative

and the lived reality of her family and neighbors, whose struggles for basic

needs and dignity remain overlooked in the mainstream discourse.

5. The complex legacy of race and class underpins her experience as she

realizes that New Orleans is not the same city that once felt innately

familiar. The local fabric, once interwoven with kinship and identity, is now

overshadowed by layers of disenfranchisement and bureaucratic paralysis.

These stark contrasts evoke a longing for home—a home marked not just by

geography, but by the stories and identities that have been entwined with it.

6. The protagonist's reflections on her mother's struggle with the Road Home
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program—blocking her path to recovery—underscore the systemic failings

of recovery efforts. The roadmaps created by authorities crumble under the

weight of individual narratives filled with loss and resilience. Herein lies her

challenge to reclaim her own voice and her family's story amidst political

narratives that seem to prioritize the spectacle over substantial healing.

7. As the chapter draws toward its conclusion, Broom grapples with her role

within the tumultuous context of New Orleans governance, marked by

emotional fatigue and crisis. Her role often feels as if it’s drawn from

someone else's script, leading to the realization that in her attempt to shape

the mayor's narrative, she has stifled her own voice. Ultimately, her

departure from city hall after merely six months acts as both an escape and a

reclamation of identity—a decision that symbolizes a quest for authenticity

amid the remnants of a city bursting with both memory and mythology.

The chapter weaves a rich narrative tapestry that embodies the complex

interplay of personal and collective histories, illuminating the perennial

question of what it means to truly belong to a place. Through her journey of

returning and wrestling with what home has transformed into, Broom lays

bare the heart of New Orleans—resilient yet fractured, a vivid reminder of

the past intertwined with the lived experiences of those who call it home.
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chapter 24: Sojourner

Upon returning to New Orleans in winter 2011, Sarah Broom steps back into

a familiar Harlem apartment, representing a neutral ground in her adult life

after years of upheaval. She seeks to immerse herself in the nonprofit sector,

driven by a desire to help others, perhaps as a means of atoning for her past

experiences in city hall. During this time, she navigates the aftermath of a

failed romantic relationship, grappling with a profound sense of loss that

manifests in panic attacks and emotional turmoil. To cope, she dives into her

demanding role as executive director of a global nonprofit, where tragedy

strikes early in her tenure when a colleague is ambushed and killed. The

stark realities of this work echo the challenging landscape of loss she faces

personally.

Longing for redemption and connection to her roots, Broom decides to

return to New Orleans, anchored by her mother’s presence. Inspired by poet

Jack Gilbert’s idea of paying attention to life, she resolves to embrace the

city actively, shifting from living life in the shadows of familial

responsibilities to a pursuit of her identity as a writer. Packing her

belongings, she sets off, aligning her journey with a quest to document
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chapter 25 Summary: Saint Peter

In the reflective narrative of the twenty-fifth chapter of "The Yellow House"

 by Sarah M. Broom, the author delves into her decision to live in a vibrant

New Orleans apartment nestled in the historic French Quarter. With her

mother, she embarks on a journey from St. Rose to the heart of the city,

where the cacophony of life melds with the echoes of history.

1. The apartment is situated on a bustling corner, an intersection of cultural

narratives where the past lingers, marked by the storied architecture and the

complex dynamics of race and class. The building’s ornate cast iron balcony

railing serves as a testament to the deep historical roots that permeate the

neighborhood.

2. Broom vividly paints the scene of her surroundings, describing landmarks

like the Cabildo and St. Louis Cathedral, each steeped in historical

significance yet layered with a contemporary reality that often excludes the

very residents who historically shaped the city. She reflects that the French

Quarter symbolizes a larger narrative of New Orleans, one that showcases

both its charm and its contradictions.

3. Through her balcony, she observes a tapestry of characters: entertainers,

tourists, and locals—each with their own stories and struggles. This space

becomes not only a vantage point for her observation but also a platform for
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her internal reflections on identity, place, and belonging.

4. Broom's memories are woven with poignant recollections of family,

particularly as she recounts the bustling arrival on her move-in day and the

poignant slight of feeling both at home and an outsider in a space filled with

history and expectations. The narrative explores the dichotomy of her

excitement and the underlying trepidation about living in a city rife with its

social complexities and vulnerabilities.

5. Interactions with family members provide insights into familial dynamics

and the protective nature among siblings. The conversations reveal a blend

of humor and concern regarding safety, capturing a narrative where love is

intertwined with the harsh realities of urban living.

6. The chapter unveils an exploration of personal and collective histories as

Broom intends to construct a narrative of her life amid the backdrop of the

city's storied past. She seeks to understand not only her identity but also the

broader implications of living in a city where myths often overshadow the

truths of its residents.

7. Throughout her time in the French Quarter, the author develops a routine,

immersing herself in the vibrancy and rhythm of her neighborhood. Her

balcony transforms into a stage for her contemplations, where she finds joy

and connection in the music of her surroundings, particularly through the
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performances of local musicians like Doreen.

Ultimately, the chapter is a rich exploration of place and identity, revealing

how the past and present coalesce in the author's life. Through the lens of her

new environment, she navigates themes of belonging, memory, and

resilience against the backdrop of New Orleans' complex social landscape.

Broom's lyrical prose invites readers to reflect on the interplay between

personal narratives and collective histories, particularly how they shape our

understanding of home and identity.
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chapter 26 Summary: McCoy

Almost daily, the narrator would leave their expansive French Quarter

 apartment to drive across town to visit Carl in New Orleans East. This

journey, which involved taking Orleans Street to Rampart and then onto the

interstate, led them to the remote area known for its perilous

reputation—McCoy Street, the last place anyone might expect to find

familiar faces. McCoy is shrouded in darkness, both literal and metaphorical,

a place where unsettling events unfold, illustrated by the tragic murder of

Lien Nguyen and other violent histories. The East, often overlooked and

relegated to the fringes of the city's grandeur, harbors a wildness that appeals

to Carl, who prefers the anonymity it offers.

1. Understanding New Orleans East: This area symbolizes the city’s raw

 dysfunction, contrasting with the elegance of the French Quarter. The East

stands as a wilderness, where snake sightings and escaped convicts add to a

sense of danger and isolation. The lack of streetlights further contributes to

its shadowy atmosphere, making it less accessible to outsiders and more

appealing to those seeking privacy.

2. The Community Dynamic: Although the East contains neighborhoods

 with some community structure, Carl's residence lies in a desolate part

where nightly darkness prevails. A once vibrant area has now succumbed to

neglect, exemplified by the derelict state of local infrastructure. The absence
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of adequate city services encapsulates the broader issues plaguing the area,

reflected in the dubious nature of local leadership, such as Jon Johnson,

whose legal troubles underscore the community's struggles.

3. Personal Connections and Memories: The narrator reflects on

 memories associated with the Old Gentilly Road, intertwined with personal

loss and nostalgia. A visit to the cemetery where their childhood friend

Alvin is buried reveals the dilapidated state of relics from their past—a

poignant reminder of the fragility of life and memory in a place where even

the maintenance of graves has fallen by the wayside.

4. The Visit to Carl's "Lil Room": Carl’s living situation, humorously

 referred to as a “chicken shack,” contrasts starkly with the town’s larger

chaos, filled with his eclectic possessions and quirky furniture arrangements.

The intimate visits serve as a means of reconnection, yet also expose the

stark realities of his life—corresponding to themes of survival and

self-sufficiency in an unforgiving environment. Carl’s lively spirit, as

evidenced by his humorous remarks about his home, masks deeper anxieties

tied to the neighborhood's peril.

5. Mother and Child Dynamics: The narrator’s mother’s visit to Carl

 adds another layer of complexity to their relationship. Her perceptive

concerns about Carl’s living conditions unearth a mix of maternal instincts,

criticism, and nostalgia. The dialogue during this visit highlights their
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disconnectedness—reflecting broader societal reflections on generational

expectations, particularly as they relate to housing and stability.

6. Finding Pieces of Home: After visiting the site of the Yellow House, a

 place signifying their shared history and the legacy of family ties, the

narrator and their mother take away remnants of their past. This small act of

collecting half-dead flowers serves as a symbolic reclamation of their roots,

illustrating the enduring bonds to their heritage that flourish outside the

confines of their fading memories.

In summary, this chapter weaves a narrative that intertwines personal and

communal histories with the haunting landscape of New Orleans East. It

captures the essence of a place steeped in complexity, where vibrancy and

decay coexist, drawing comparisons between the narrator’s past and present

while framing nuanced reflections on life’s inherent fragility and the elusive

nature of home.
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chapter 27: Photo Op

In this evocative chapter from "The Yellow House," Sarah M. Broom

navigates the complexities of identity, home, and the contrasting realities of

New Orleans. The narrative unfolds against a backdrop of the vibrant French

Quarter, where the allure of tourism intersects with the harsh truths of life

for many locals, particularly those from neighborhoods like New Orleans

East that are often overlooked.

1. <strong>Tourism versus Reality</strong>: The chapter opens with an

advertisement urging locals to be tourists in their own city, highlighting the

disconnect between the romanticized image of New Orleans and the lived

experiences of its residents. Broom reflects on her own past as a visitor to

iconic locations, indicating that even familiar spaces can feel curated for

outsiders rather than home to those who live there.

2. <strong>Mother-Daughter Bonding</strong>: Broom recounts her

mother’s visits to her apartment in the French Quarter, filled with moments

of joy and exploration. They share simple pleasures, from sipping coffee on

the balcony to exploring museums and music festivals. These experiences
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chapter 28 Summary: Investigations

In the pursuit of understanding the history of the French Quarter apartment

 where I lived, I delved into the archives of the Williams Research Center at

the Historic New Orleans Collection. My inquiry revealed that the property

dates back to 1795, originally owned by Marianne Brion, a free woman of

color, alongside part of her land which was transferred to another free

woman, Adelayda Pitri. Marianne’s lineage traced back to Nanette, a former

slave who gained freedom through her service, highlighting the complex

heritage of property ownership under Spanish law that allowed free

individuals to possess land from white owners.

Searching for narratives about New Orleans East, I visited a used bookstore,

only to be told that its youth equated to a lack of historical significance. This

notion, I argued, is fallacious as every location is steeped in history. The

understated tales of New Orleans East and its residents were often

marginalized in broader narratives, much like Native American lands were

excluded from prevalence on early maps.

My quest for the history of the Yellow House led me on a convoluted path

through various city offices and libraries, from the Conveyance Office to the

Notarial Archives. During my frequent visits to the New Orleans Public

Library, I encountered a visible divide—the line of patrons was filled with

homeless individuals seeking refuge, shedding light on the socio-economic
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challenges that plagued the city. The library itself imposed strict regulations

that reflected a societal discomfort with destitution and disorder, yet so

many continued to seek solace within its walls.

At the City Planning Commission Office, I spoke with a young planner who

had not yet grasped the complexities of urban zoning. Despite his academic

knowledge, our discussions often skirted the deeper, existential inquiries

about the nature of our neighborhood—the juxtaposition of houses, trailer

parks, and industrial zones. His responses conveyed the disconnect between

technical zoning classifications and the lived realities of residents.

As I explored the intricate zoning policies that governed my neighborhood, I

found the conversation increasingly frustrating. The urban idealism

presented in brochures contrasted sharply with the reality on the ground,

where residential homes were frequently overshadowed by industrial

expanses. I attempted to paint a picture of my experience, grappling with the

transition of our community from residential to industrial status,

emphasizing the need for a return to a residential classification amidst a

hostile zoning landscape.

The dialogue shifted when a more assertive woman entered the scene,

exhibiting confidence that contrasted with the planner’s timidity. Her

explanation of legal nonconformance highlighted the precariousness of our

situation—where homes existed as anomalies in a landscape designated for
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industry, emphasizing a struggle to claim our rightful place in the narrative

of the city.

Ultimately, the obstacles in reclaiming residential status underscored a

broader sentiment: that we lived under a system that overlooked the voices

of its residents, rendering houses mere exceptions in a shifting industrial

domain. Conversations became a reflection of a deeper struggle to affirm our

existence amidst the city's developmental dictates, revealing the

complexities of identity, history, and place within the urban fabric of New

Orleans East.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Every location holds a complex history that deserves

recognition.

Critical Interpretation: As you reflect on your life, consider how the

places you inhabit are more than just settings; they carry stories that

shape your identity. Like the Yellow House, which embodies the

intertwined legacies of race and resilience, your surroundings have a

narrative woven through time that influences your existence. By

acknowledging the hidden histories and voices, you empower yourself

to seek understanding and forge stronger connections to your

community. Embracing this perspective encourages you to delve

deeper into the places you call home, transforming your environment

into a tapestry rich with meaning and significance.
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chapter 29 Summary: Phantoms

Three weeks into the new year, a call from Carl in New Orleans East

 indicated that the marshes were ablaze, the sky filled with smoke. The

ominous atmosphere underscored the reality back home, where violence was

escalating sharply, evidenced by a newspaper article detailing the murder of

Antonio “Tony” Miller, a cousin, killed in broad daylight. This tragedy

introduced the narrator to the stark realities of violence in New Orleans,

reflecting on the pervasive gun culture where children were not exempt from

becoming victims.

As the funeral unfolded, the narrator faced the painful reunion with family

and the grim acknowledgment of a life extinguished too early. Tony, only

twenty-one, embodied a generational struggle marked by loss, as prayers and

community efforts to address the rampant violence appeared increasingly

futile. Mayor Mitch Landrieu's initiatives, such as midnight basketball

games and curfews, failed to tackle the core issues, prompting the

community to turn to prayer, highlighting their desperation in seeking

solutions to the rising crime.

In contemplating the state of New Orleans, the narrator witnessed the

impacts of systemic failures—education, job scarcity, and limited mental

health resources all contributing to the pervasive cycle of violence. This

despair was palpable at Tony’s funeral, drawing similarities to previous

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


mourning rituals for Alvin, another lost soul. The poignant sadness of

Tony’s burial served as a reminder of the narrator’s own losses, including

friends lost to violence or incarceration, fueling a deep sense of isolation.

The ride home from the funeral prompted reflections on family ties and the

complexities of the narrator's relationships. Correspondence with nephew

James, serving time in prison, illustrated the fragmented nature of their

connection, confined by the barriers of time and circumstance. The struggle

to convey experiences to someone removed from the world intensified the

feeling of illegitimacy; James, once a vibrant part of life, was now reduced

to a series of letters, devoid of the richness of personal interaction.

The narrative progressed to explore familial bonds, particularly the

connection between the narrator and Carl, where genuine exchanges often

unfolded during shared car rides. Their journey through New Orleans East

became a symbolic exploration of their shared history, marked by ghosts of

the past and elements of change.

A significant moment arose when the narrator accompanied her mother to

visit Joe Soule, a half-brother previously unknown. This encounter

intensified the exploration of family lineage and the shadows cast by

parental absence. Joe Soule represented a link to a past shrouded in mystery,

revealing family rifts and the lingering effects of betrayal tied to inheritance.
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Conversations flowed between the narrator and her mother, revealing the

weight of unrecognized identities and the quest for acknowledgment within

the family spectrum. The Silhouette of Lionel Soule, a father shrouded in

silence and tragedy, haunted the family, as characteristics and histories

intertwined in a complicated tapestry of human experience marked by pain

and longing.

Moments of introspection deepened the narrative as the narrator sought

visual connections to her father, recognizing the importance of grappling

with the memories lodged within photographs. A pivotal visit to local

archives unveiled fleeting glimpses of her father in motion, symbolizing a

reclamation of lost intimacy. Yet, the elation of discovery was tempered with

the realization of how little she truly knew him, compounding the

complexities of mourning and memory.

By delving into the narratives of loss, violence, familial love, and identity,

the chapter captured the struggles of a community grappling with its painful

past while simultaneously seeking a foothold in the present. The

intertwining of personal and collective histories emerged as a central theme,

portraying the ongoing quest for understanding, connection, and ultimately,

healing in the shadows of grief.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Confronting and Acknowledging Loss

Critical Interpretation: This chapter reveals the profound impact of

violence and loss within the narrator’s life and community. As you

reflect on the moments shared in the aftermath of tragedy, consider

how confronting your own experiences with loss—whether through

mourning, storytelling, or community support—can inspire resilience

and healing. Recognizing the shared weight of grief with others may

guide you toward deeper connections and a more empathetic

understanding of those around you, encouraging the idea that

acknowledging pain is a crucial step towards collective healing.
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chapter 30: Dark Night, Wilson

In this evocative chapter of "The Yellow House" by Sarah M. Broom, the

author presents a haunting yet rich depiction of a neighborhood marked by

time, loss, and the lingering memories of its former life. This narrative takes

place primarily on Wilson Street, where decay is an omnipresent reminder of

what once was rather than what is. 

1. <strong>The Transformation of Space</strong>: The environment

showcases subtle alterations due to aging and neglect. For instance, the

absence of a laundromat that once provided refuge reveals a stark transition

in the landscape. The concrete foundation now bears a simple FOR SALE

sign, symbolizing the erosion of community hubs and collective

memory—places where families once gathered after Hurricane Betsy, now

replaced by the remnants of a car shop and dilapidated vehicles. This decay

reflects the bittersweet nostalgia and memories intertwined with the physical

spaces.

2. <strong>Interplay of Characters</strong>: The narrative reintroduces

family members, particularly Michael and Carl, who embody distinct
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chapter 31 Summary: Cutting Grass

In the sweltering heat of summertime, during an Atlantic hurricane season

 filled with ominous warnings, Carl finally beckoned me to join in a simple

yet meaningful ritual—cutting grass. It was a task that served a purpose

beyond mere aesthetics; it was a small attempt to cultivate beauty amidst a

landscape marred by neglect and potential devastation. Dressed in his work

attire and ready for the challenge, Carl revealed his concern for the lot that

we were about to tend, aware of how easily the land could be deemed

blighted or a public nuisance. Amidst our camaraderie, the three of us—Carl,

Michael, and I—dressed as if attending a special occasion, understood the

fragile stakes involved in our humble endeavor.

As we gathered around Carl's damaged table, we shared drinks and the

company of Mr. Carl, Carl's young son, whose playful demeanor added

warmth to our gathering. Lisa, Carl's girlfriend, joined us, her colorful and

disheveled appearance reflecting an unmistakable vibrancy amidst the

backdrop of our environment. It was a moment filled with nostalgia as we

discussed the familiarity of our surroundings—an attempt to bridge the past

with the present.

When Carl finally invited me to take a turn on the riding mower, I felt a mix

of excitement and trepidation. The mower felt smaller than the ones I had

seen him maneuver expertly at work, and my attempts to cut the grass under
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Carl's guidance were initially fraught with confusion. Yet, amidst the

encouraging shouts and light-hearted banter, I found myself immersed in the

experience, losing track of the mundane worries that often consumed me.

Cutting the grass became a time for reflection, as I gazed out upon the

uninterrupted expanse of land behind Ms. Octavia's house, envisioning the

memory of a time before infrastructure and development. The thought of our

childhood adventures there warmed my heart and reminded me of the

quicksand tales we once spun, reveling in the magic of youthful imagination.

This act of cutting grass took on a deeper meaning for me as I contemplated

personal connections and the legacy associated with the land—a reminder of

our ties to family and the stories that lingered in the background.

However, the tranquil atmosphere was soon interrupted by the unwelcome

presence of Poochie, a man who had positioned himself as a self-appointed

watcher of the street. Conflicts were brewing due to his intrusive behavior,

which grated on Carl's nerves and ignited an altercation between the two.

The fracas transformed the once serene moment into chaos, causing Michael

to instinctively urge me to retreat, fearing the lack of safety in our vicinity.

Though the confrontation disarrayed our plans for a relaxing day, it served

as a clear distinction between the old and the new—our attempts to create

order against the backdrop of discord. The act of cutting grass, simple yet

laden with significance, mirrored the complexity of our identities and
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histories. Carl understood this sacred duty, recognizing that preserving the

land was intertwined with retaining our sense of belonging. The ritual of

manicuring the grass and maintaining the space reflected our shared history

and ownership, shedding light on our collective struggle against dismemory.

As I dismounted the mower and turned to Carl, I sought affirmation in the

completion of my task. "Did I do good?" I asked, yearning for validation.

His response—"For your first time, you did pretty good"—resonated with

me, symbolizing not just the success of cutting grass but also a connection to

the rich tapestry of our life experiences and the land that grounded us.

Through our struggle, we were reminded of the importance of place and

memory, of what it means to belong, offering a glimmer of hope in the face

of uncertainty.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Best Quotes from The Yellow House by Sarah M. Broom
with Page Numbers

chapter 1 | Quotes from pages 24-33

1. "In the world before me, the world into which I was born and the world to which I

belong, my grandmother, my mother’s mother, Amelia, was born in 1915 or 1916..."

2. "These women, who lived in close proximity, composed a home. They were the real

place—more real than the City of New Orleans—where Amelia resided."

3. "What you decided to call yourself, these women seemed to say, was genealogy too."

4. "Each meal was a creation, derived from scratch, the smell and taste unified."

5. "Cooking had to be done right because food carried around in it all kinds of evil and

all kinds of good just waiting to be wrought."

6. "You didn’t make eye contact with adults either. You spoke to other children if you

were a child. These were protections."

7. "Lolo worked for what she wanted, but what she set her sights on was always

changing."

8. "You got champagne taste with beer money."

9. "Whatever seasoning my mother and her brother and sister chopped for food had to

be so fine it would not be visible in the finished dish."

10. "She has what my mother calls dancing eyes, what I call laughing eyes. Instead of

smiling, she just knows."

chapter 2 | Quotes from pages 34-51
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1. It paid to be his chosen.

2. The past played tricks, Lolo knew. The present was a created thing.

3. Maybe this was what led her to try her fate in Chicago around 1942.

4. Hold your heads up. If they didn’t have a penny in their pocket no one had

to know that.

5. It’s how you carry yourself.

6. Lolo always told us we could be whatever we wanted to be.

7. When we were growing up, we never thought of white people as superior

to us.

8. The women kept their white cloaks in a wooden armoire in the church; the

men wore long white robes with wide sleeves and kingly crowns made of

felt.

9. One minute she was singing about feeling the fire burning then jumping

up wildly the next.

10. Once we touched each other, it was on.

chapter 3 | Quotes from pages 52-60

1. She was going to be somebody.

2. He was crazy about her though. Could not get enough of just looking in her face.

3. Ivory Mae couldn’t stand Webb; he got on her nerves, bad.

4. They had between them the kind of intimacy born of growing up near another

person.

5. I really didn’t need to have no wedding gown.

6. Your mama wasn’t in they class either.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


7. Nothing about her looks and charm could change that.

8. The couple spoke their vows.

9. There they might have seen Ernie K-Doe perform, long before he had a

name.

10. What’s done is done. Gone. Over and done with.
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chapter 4 | Quotes from pages 61-68

1. "He seemed a man in possession of himself, if not things."

2. "One thing was certain: Simon had not simply happened to her, as had Webb. Simon

Broom felt like a choice. She took him on."

3. "People say family friends taught him how to act citified then, and that is how he

came to speak proper, learn to dress sharp, and have the high-class bearing that my

mother fell for."

4. "I’ll sleep when I’m dead."

5. "She asked questions. She spoke her wants and wishes. She had already seen what

silence brought."

6. "That first year after my mom died, I went crazy. I was in a shell-shocked state

almost."

7. "The new woman, as Deborah and Valeria saw her, walked quietly around with little

expression; they remember her as mostly silent with exploring, sometimes critical

eyes."

8. "Eventually, the girls were taken to meet the strangers."

9. "He was the kind of man who always had another place where he urgently needed to

be."

10. "What flourished between them, those delirious feelings."

chapter 5 | Quotes from pages 69-87

1. Namelessness is a form of naming.

2. The dream is staggering—to transform a flat, low wilderness into a city, the size of

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Baton Rouge, within the city of New Orleans.

3. If ever the future can be studied from the past, New Orleans, augmented

by its last remaining section, is surely destined for a tomorrow that neither

the facile pen of the journalist nor the measured phrases of a lawyer can

express.

4. I always dreamt I would have this house that was so pretty.

5. When people tell you their stories, they can say whatever they want.

6. The women stayed home while the men and boys worked.

7. Their immediate neighbors...had one daughter, Karen, whom they

obsessed over and thus ruined.

8. The short end of Wilson stayed still in a way, anchored as it was by the

houses on one side of the street.

9. The word seemed extended, floating like a blimp; you could still hear it as

you flew out of there and back across the street to the side where you

belonged.

10. The land did not refuse her advances. She kept going.

chapter 6 | Quotes from pages 88-94

1. "This ain’t no damn movie."

2. "The water was sweeping us down the street."

3. "What happened during Hurricane Betsy: one-hundred-plus-mile-per-hour winds

blew in from the east."

4. "I can tell my grandkids about this. That’s how awesome Betsy was."

5. "Nothing like this will ever happen again."
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6. "The dream would not, could not hold, because the foundation was bad."

7. "The now unrestrained salt water that flowed in from the Gulf would

damage surrounding wetlands and lagoons."

8. "The city’s vulnerability to widespread flooding shocked the nation."

9. "Who is this Teller who comes in here making unauthorized, ridiculous,

and irresponsible statements?"

10. "Everyone vowed to rebuild higher, better."

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/9vM2pPLyRRb
https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/O0c4ThFyRRb
https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


chapter 7 | Quotes from pages 95-121

1. She was too young to understand loss then, but she knew now.

2. Everything was used; nothing existed solely for show.

3. Every step you took in it was an important point on its map.

4. Big booties squeezed into the den of the house; highballs aplenty...people milling

about in the yard, telling stories, lying, and smoking.

5. If the house was Mom’s beginnings, if the house was her world, she had to find

within it a seat.

6. Mom learned mothering by doing and by Lolo.

7. Big changes, the ones that reset the compass of a place, never appear so at the outset.

8. But nothing ever was, no, but nothing ever was.

9. You could see all the way to her arm and leg meat straight through to the bone.

10. Mom often dreamt vivid scenarios where her sister, Elaine, and her brother, Joseph,

were in mortal danger and she flew above them wanting to rescue them, except she

couldn’t figure out how to land.

chapter 8 | Quotes from pages 122-125

1. This small bathroom where my father sat on the toilet after work and died... is for me

a playroom full of things no adult ever touches.

2. Careful when coming down that my lavender jelly-sandaled foot does not step into

the medium-size hole in the floorboard that will eventually become a large hole letting

in more sound and outside creatures.

3. I like best to hear the voices in the house calling for me and not being able to find me
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where I am.

4. I take full advantage of this, especially when I want to get away from my

big brother Troy whose nerves are always bad.

5. I memorize the room’s insides, learning right then and there the

geography of hiding.

6. That is your and only your privates, that belongs to you, that is off-limits.

7. If anyone ever touches you down there you make sure to let me know

right away.

8. Mom’s voice, when she is worried, has the same girlish sound as it does

when she’s entertained by whatever small thing I am finding hilarious.

9. It takes a long time for me to know why I don’t have a daddy, but I am the

babiest, I am told, last and smallest.

10. Babies don’t need to understand.

chapter 9 | Quotes from pages 126-133

1. I am born; my father dies.

2. Of all the children to appear from my mother’s womb, I was her only cesarean

section.

3. The bed takes all your strength, she started saying. From then on, she’d avoid it,

except for sleep.

4. I have the notion that a new baby come into the world ought to be cause for

celebration.

5. You were a tiny baby, but you were the only one to witness me dragging him like

that.
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6. Mom dressed like a widow. Simon Sr. was dressed as if headed to a jazz gig.

7. Daddy bought all us boys a black suit before he died. 'Every man s’posed

to always have a suit.'

8. Even though Daddy played in Doc Paulin’s brass band, there was no jazz

funeral.

9. The house becoming, around this time, Ivory Mae’s thirteenth and most

unruly child.

10. I sometimes felt that the absence of that detail somehow disturbed my

own personal narrative.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/9vM2pPLyRRb
https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/O0c4ThFyRRb
https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


chapter 10 | Quotes from pages 134-140

1. When he started to speak again, weeks later, his body held his father’s stalwart

positioning, as if during the silence he had decided on a permanent way to be.

2. My main goal after Simon died was to raise all my kids and I didn’t want anybody to

help me.

3. It was my Independence Day.

4. I am your mother. My job is to instruct you on right from wrong. What you do with

that is up to you.

5. You don’t depend on nobody for nothing, you make your own money.

6. Her prayers became even more intimate: Father God, she began, you know my heart,

like talking to her best friend.

7. I wish, I wish, I wish.

8. Everything we did together we held hands. He was my friend.

9. But I am a wandering child.

10. I had a lil baby. What can a lil baby know?

chapter 11 | Quotes from pages 141-155

1. My growing-up world contains five points on a map, like five fingers on a spread

hand.

2. This world of mine, it must be said outright, is a blur. I can see, but only up close.

3. I needed, I always felt, to get out in front of things (people and circumstances) before

they could yell boo.

4. In St. Rose, I see certain things for the first time.
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5. Each year I gain a new fear related to blindness or to water or to falling or to the soft

ground that we live on.

6. School is just across Chef Highway and church is just down Chef

Highway.

7. I become Sarah on the first day of kindergarten.

8. Tell those people I say, 'Sarah,' I say.

9. I have been named Sarah... for her love of beauty... and for her love of

God.

10. Had they not read the questions?

chapter 12 | Quotes from pages 156-161

1. "When a person dies in a place they become the place and nothing is ever the same

again."

2. "Big Karen’s death makes her more real. That is how my world works."

3. "If the teacher asks a question based on something she’s written on the board, I’ll say

something smart-alecky to hide the fact that I have no idea what she’s written."

4. "It is hard to know what you cannot see."

5. "Now everything is particular and distinct, the house a nosy child’s dreamworld."

6. "Every single word we pass, from billboards along the interstate and from storefront

signs."

7. "Sometimes, when I want the world to go blurry again, I remove my glasses when

passing by these scenes."

8. "I take this to explain her meanness and every single thing about her."

9. "I can see detailed versions of everyone I thought I already knew."
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10. "This is what you can aspire to, blind kiddo."
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chapter 13 | Quotes from pages 162-172

1. We take photos because we do not want to remember wrong.

2. You’ll have what you say.

3. How long, ye simple ones, will ye love simplicity?

4. Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding.

5. The goal of every school day is to avoid getting ribbed.

6. The things that get you targeted have to do with the unavoidable conditions of our

lives.

7. It’s hard to heal from scorn.

8. You’re not going to ever be anything.

9. I begin to cultivate an obsession with the house’s windows and doors.

10. Mom always thought words had enormous power.

chapter 14 | Quotes from pages 173-195

1. Shame is a slow creeping.

2. The most powerful things are quietest, if you think about it. Like water.

3. By not inviting people in, we were going against our natures.

4. That is shame. A warring within, a revolt against oneself.

5. You could say we became the Yellow House.

6. What was worse? The house or hiding the house?

7. A house has to be maintained.

8. Mom’s cleanings were exorcisms.

9. We knew what dreams cost; we had been doing it—dreaming and paying—all of our
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lives.

10. Is this why we resorted to boiling water on the stove and carrying it

through the lavender room where I slept?

chapter 15 | Quotes from pages 196-204

1. High school, for me, boiled down to my desire to leave it for an elsewhere that I did

not yet know.

2. Writing, I found, was interiority, and so was God.

3. Spirit-filled, Victory’s congregants spoke in tongues, a private language accessible

only to God.

4. You had to do it without shame, with no self-consciousness whatsoever.

5. I had discovered that by writing things down, I could remove myself from whatever

physical plane I was on.

6. My spiritual drunkenness made me well known around the church.

7. No one had any interest in the condition of our life. It was not entirely their fault.

8. I was carried off to the principal’s office... the principal called Pastor Frank to find

out what exactly I had been drinking.

9. If we don’t change, we perish.

10. The world change every day; nothing stays the same.
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chapter 16 | Quotes from pages 205-216

1. I had sworn off church.

2. It felt like life stopped there—for me.

3. In its formality, the name Sarah gave nothing away, whereas Monique raised

questions.

4. The cost of my ignorance about college was high.

5. I was ravenous about learning.

6. I was for the first time in my life thus far, inviting people into my space without bad

feelings or trepidation of any kind.

7. I laid a crocheted spread Mom made—burgundy, green, and red in an African motif.

8. Those tourists passing through were the people and the stories deemed to matter.

9. I did not yet understand the psychic cost of defining oneself by the place where you

are from.

10. Success is earned.

chapter 17 | Quotes from pages 217-227

1. “There are years that ask questions and years that answer.”

2. “Home was a regression. New Orleans East without a car was stuck.”

3. “Where you sleep the night speaks a great deal about your position in the world.”

4. “Even though it was a rag, it was beautiful.”

5. “I always thought I was gonna be able to get the house done.”

6. “I feel like everybody grown up should have a legacy, like a house or something, to

leave for the next generation.”
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7. “The house was there, and then it wasn’t. That’s strange, how something could be

and then it’s not.”

8. “You could fathom that.”

9. “And then you see the lives of the children, and they become the living

people of the house.”

10. “In that way, the house can’t die.”

chapter 18 | Quotes from pages 228-242

1. Harlem is the only place in the world where we want to be.

2. You gotta realize … the Yellow House was up and running.

3. Never panic, Mo. You can never panic.

4. Shit, I gotta go through this attic now.

5. You must have been hungry.

6. The old folks across the way was telling stories about they had a big alligator in the

water.

7. We were just fishing somewhere.

8. Imagine this being all that you can do.

9. I wasn’t worried about getting on no bus.

10. You thinking that’s mannequins floating by you, but when you get by it that body

smell so bad.
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chapter 19 | Quotes from pages 243-250

1. But there were nine people living in it now: six adults and three children.

2. It appeared as house on the outside but was shelter for the dispossessed within.

3. He seemed able to transport us back to a feeling of home.

4. For a moment it could appear Herman was gaining, but small Justin left him far

behind.

5. Herman became a hero.

6. Life tried to settle.

7. I yelled into the phone, 'CUUUUUUUUURRRRLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLL!'

8. He was a forty-year-old man living in his grandmother’s house.

9. Every moment we had was a moment to write down.

10. It was hard to know exactly how her illness came to be or how it progressed.

chapter 20 | Quotes from pages 251-259

1. It felt wrong to me, too, not to have Grandmother’s death in newsprint for someone

other than those of us in the family to know.

2. This was the first time I could recall being physically surrounded by every single one

of my brothers.

3. They act like animals, my mother would say. That’s their way of saying hello and I

love you.

4. This your baby, Ivory. Ivory Mae. How you feeling today, Lo?

5. These things combined made a woman of Lolo so that she was not only Mother, so

that she was not only Grandmother, so that she exceeded her titles and her roles to
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become a person, and this was honor.

6. I don’t feel like Lolo is gone. She had gotten to be such a part of my life.

7. Grandmother forgot how to eat. Ivory Mae showed up to feed her.

8. You know what I’m saying?

9. It was the most awful calling out of someone’s name.

10. I centered everything around going to take care of her.

chapter 21 | Quotes from pages 260-271

1. Remembering is a chair that it is hard to sit still in.

2. Somehow, standing as we were—spaced perfectly apart—made me think of the

time... when I wandered through Providence Memorial Cemetery.

3. It felt unnatural. When we did find the men, they were nowhere near where Michael

thought, but they were close together in the ground.

4. I felt that old, childish shame again. I did want the Yellow House gone, but mostly

from mind, wanted to be free from its lock and chain of memory.

5. The House called.

6. You tell on yourself.

7. To whom, I wonder, was it directed? My siblings and I who had let the house

weaken, or the limping, fractured structure itself?

8. We were here, it was apparent, as witnesses to what Carl had come through.

9. Carl was convinced. He stayed in the hospital an additional thirty days post-surgery

after incurring an infection from the hospitalization itself.

10. I understood, then, that the place I never wanted to claim had, in fact, been

containing me.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/9vM2pPLyRRb
https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/O0c4ThFyRRb
https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


chapter 22 | Quotes from pages 272-300

1. Forget. This bent toward amnesia, my search for a haven, finally led me away from

New Orleans altogether.

2. Remembering hurts, but forgetting is Herculean.

3. I knew that we lived in an unequal, masquerading world.

4. The giant matter of who could afford to return home.

5. Every piece of furniture had the appearance of age.

6. I tried to pinpoint, but found myself confused.

7. The city’s delights mattered more than its people.

8. I was mostly silent. When I did speak, my voice trembled.

9. What I sought in Burundi was understanding from people who ought to already know

how to resolve the loss and migrations.

10. But the distance only clarified; it could not induce forgetting.

chapter 23 | Quotes from pages 301-330

1. "I decided to return here because I was afraid to."

2. "A place belongs forever to whoever claims it hardest, remembers it most

obsessively..."

3. "It’s time for us to rebuild a New Orleans, the one that should be a chocolate New

Orleans."

4. "No one stopped dancing; 2007 became 2008."

5. "This moment... was 'an opportunity to do something.'"

6. "The notion of evidence had taken on great importance to me during my time in
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Burundi."

7. "The discomfort of the wetness I carried around that day made the

memory stick."

8. "I felt the entire right side of my face go slack. I would think, 'Have I just

stroked out?' but not move to do something about it."

9. "We can’t get distracted now. We can’t stop now."

10. "Her voice went from cheer to disbelief. You did?"

chapter 24 | Quotes from pages 331-343

1. Paying attention to being alive was how poet Jack Gilbert described what I wanted to

do for a year in New Orleans.

2. I still could not, however, fully imagine a house of my own.

3. The force of his exit only made it feel so. I grieved the loss of him as I would the

dead.

4. Whenever I felt, I felt sad.

5. How to resurrect a house with words?

6. Everyone tells stories, but have we listened to Troy’s stories? We have to be quiet

and invite someone not so up front to say something.

7. My main thing is legacy. After I’m gone I want everyone to love each other and

understand each other.

8. I searched for traces of Darryl in the house, his house, spotting an old sweatshirt

hanging in the laundry room.

9. It was him. I grabbed and hugged Darryl two or three times. Like I hadn’t in my life

before.
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10. We get agitated in the same ways, too, when we haven’t had enough time alone,

what Mom calls my acting ugly or my Monique self.
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chapter 25 | Quotes from pages 344-358

1. "Those of us living in New Orleans East often felt we were on the outer ring."

2. "How had one square mile come to stand in for an entire city?"

3. "If the city were concentric circles, the farther out from the French Quarter you

went...the less tended to you would be."

4. "I have a deep connection to this city’s soil. It grew me."

5. "When you come from a mythologized place, as I do, who are you in that story?"

6. "Much of what is great and praised about the city comes at the expense of its native

black people, who are...suffocated by the mythology that hides the city’s dysfunction

and hopelessness."

7. "I wanted to know what it would be like to live in the French Quarter."

8. "I wanted, I wrote in my notebook, not to avert my eyes."

9. "Those were the easily explained reasons."

10. "I scrubbed every surface of the place with Sure Clean."

chapter 26 | Quotes from pages 359-366

1. Living where Carl does requires Maroon-like levels of self-sufficiency and

independence.

2. The East is less dressed up; it’s where the city’s dysfunctions are laid bare.

3. I had believed with absolute certainty that he did, but how would I have actually

known since we do not stick around to see our dead deposited into the ground?

4. Searching alone in the great big graveyard made me jittery.

5. It felt good, leaving with something from our land in our hands.
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6. This is worse than Wilson, Mom said of McCoy.

7. Carl called this place where he lived his 'lil room' or sometimes 'chicken

shack' or 'my studio apartment' when he was trying to be funny.

8. I fretted over the seemingly inevitable flat tire.

9. One streetlight illuminated a metal box enclosed in wire fencing that

belonged to the electric company.

10. The dead are relegated to the Old Road, too.

chapter 27 | Quotes from pages 367-378

1. "Be a tourist in your own hometown!"

2. "What does living here do for you?"

3. "I don’t know yet; I’m trying to know the answer."

4. "Sometimes when we were playing out our morning ritual together, she stuck out her

tongue at me and giggled, grabbing every simple pleasure."

5. "Nothing moved forward no matter what we did. No amount of effort seemed enough

to unpause Mom’s life."

6. "I never thought you would become a nomad, she said to me one day. Which hurt."

7. "Look at how they clean the streets every day. Look like it’s so different, a whole

different set of rules."

8. "The historicized past is everywhere I walk in my daily rituals."

9. "Sometimes, people’s response to my being from New Orleans is a sound—moans,

gasps of re-memory—which generally precedes their own story."

10. "Who has the rights to the story of a place?"
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chapter 28 | Quotes from pages 379-385

1. No place is without history.

2. We are all born into histories, worlds existing before us.

3. The East was not too young for history; it was just that in the official story of New

Orleans, its stories and people were relegated to the sidelines.

4. I had to search original deeds, chains of titles, successions.

5. We lived on an industrial-zoned street where the houses were the exceptions.

6. My questions did not belong there in the City Planning Commission Offices, for they

were, at base, unanswerable.

7. With careful planning, you maximize value by avoiding conflict.

8. The objective of planning is to provide for these normal functions and to promote the

greatest convenience, safety, and general well-being.

9. I was trying to figure out how a residential neighborhood became an industrial one.

10. I’m trying to build up an image.

chapter 29 | Quotes from pages 386-404

1. They got us afraid to breathe out here.

2. What about the debilitating inadequacies of the educational system and the paltry job

market?

3. Save a tourist and bury a native.

4. It was a terrible introduction.

5. All right bey, I don’t need to know all of that.

6. Whatever you do, Mo, you can never panic.
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7. I was thinking about how rare it was, our staying to watch Tony lowered into ground.

8. James never dated the letters, never mentioned holidays or birthdays or

time in general.

9. It takes me a long time to know what to say next.

10. We are the owners, the three of us, and that’s the way it should be.

chapter 30 | Quotes from pages 405-413

1. Calling places by what they originally were, especially when the landscape is marred,

is one way to fight erasure.

2. The house is still triumphant, in a way, by the fact of its existence and the posturing

of its arches in the front.

3. What will they say about the world they came from and the world before them?

4. I do not accept this dire and grim view, precisely because of the children.

5. We’re not trying to push out their heritage. We can tell them we lived on this place,

too.

6. The street mostly changes in the small, cumulative ways of decay.

7. The rigorous care for pressing clothes is a lesson passed down through generations.

8. Even after the street turned against itself, becoming the junkyard it always tended

toward, the postman still delivered.

9. We’ll dig a hole and put one up,

10. They had DANGEROUS. DO NOT ENTER. Fucking right.
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chapter 31 | Quotes from pages 414-420

1. We were cutting grass for the look of it, making a small blot of pretty in a world of

ugly.

2. The land could be taken away from us for any and for no reason—American History

101—so we wanted to avoid appearing on the long indecipherable list of blighted

properties.

3. You had to be OK with being alone, riding, knowing that underneath you the blades

were doing their work.

4. Cutting grass could seem so simple an act, so light... but there was a precision to it.

5. He was the keeper of memory... drawing a line around what belonged to us, what was

ours.

6. As long as we had the ground, I took it to mean, we were not homeless, which was

Carl’s definition of tragedy.

7. There’s a certain beauty in making the things that belonged to us presentable.

8. The thing Carl was holding on to—overgrown land needing a cut—and Poochie, new

to the street, but finally the owner of something, however precarious and fragile.

9. Cutting grass was ritual; it was order.

10. For your first time, you did pretty good.



The Yellow House Discussion Questions

chapter 1 | Amelia “Lolo” | Q&A

1.Question:

Who is Amelia 'Lolo' and what is her background as described in the chapter?

Amelia 'Lolo' is the central figure in the chapter and the grandmother of the narrator.

She was born around 1916 in Louisiana to John Gant and Rosanna Perry. The chapter

outlines that Amelia came from a family of five children born to Rosanna, who was

largely absent in Amelia's life due to her early death, allegedly in childbirth. The

narrative details the unclear circumstances surrounding Rosanna's death and her

inability to care for her children, affecting Amelia heavily as she grew up without a

mother.

2.Question:

What do we learn about Lolo's maternal lineage and her grandmother Rosanna?

Lolo's maternal lineage traces back to her grandmother Rosanna, who was born into an

environment that was harsh and shaped by socio-economic hardships. The chapter

emphasizes that Rosanna could neither read nor write, indicating a background of

limited educational opportunities. It also documents the struggles Rosanna faced as a

widow and mother of five in a deeply segregated society. The lack of verified details

about Rosanna’s life and death creates a sense of disconnection for Lolo and grants

insight into the historical context of African American families in Louisiana.

3.Question:

How does the chapter discuss the cultural and communal aspects of Lolo's
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upbringing?

The chapter describes Lolo's life growing up in New Orleans, particularly in

the community of women where she lived with her sister Edna and other

relatives. This close-knit community is portrayed as a surrogate family,

where relationships were often based on necessity rather than blood ties.

Names were fluid, signifying varied identities. This communal environment

provided Lolo with a sense of belonging and an understanding of mutual

support, shaping her identity as well as the way she later raised her own

children.

4.Question:

What role does Sarah McCutcheon, Lolo's caretaker, play in her life,

according to the chapter?

Sarah McCutcheon, who later becomes known as Nanan to Lolo, plays a

crucial role as a maternal figure in Lolo's life. Although not Lolo's biological

mother, Sarah invests deeply in Lolo's upbringing, teaching her not only

practical skills such as cooking but also instilling cultural values and spicy

rituals associated with food and family life. She represents nurturing and

everyday wisdom—her teachings about food being both a spiritual and

practical endeavor illustrate how Lolo's identity is interwoven with the

rituals of the past.

5.Question:

What insights does the chapter offer into Lolo's appearance and public

perception?
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The chapter provides a vivid description of Lolo's appearance, highlighting

her dark skin and features admired by men, along with a specific photograph

that captures her youth and vitality. Her style, characterized by vibrant

clothing and unique accessories, symbolizes a connection to beauty and

self-presentation, reinforcing how she was perceived socially. Moreover,

Lolo's mixed heritage and the cultural significance of her father's lineage

reflect on societal classifications, highlighting the complexities of identity

and the legacy of mixed-race families in a historically racist context.

chapter 2 | Joseph, Elaine, and Ivory | Q&A

1.Question:

What significance did the name "Ivory" hold for the main character's mother, and

how does it connect to family history?

The name "Ivory," given to the author’s mother, Ivory Mae, is significant as it reflects

both her color and the elephant tusk that inspired her grandmother’s infatuation with

elephants. It not only symbolizes family heritage but also links to a moment in

history—the year 1941, marking the end of the Great Depression, which Uncle Goody

used to remind her of her importance and connection to family through his nickname

for her: 'Old Forty-One.' This name signifies the weight of historical burdens and

family expectations that she carried.

2.Question:

Describe the relationship dynamic between Joseph, Elaine, and Ivory. How did

their upbringing shape their identities?
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Joseph, Elaine, and Ivory formed a close-knit trio, united by their shared experiences

and upbringing under their mother Lolo's strict guidance. Their upbringing was

regimented, marked by expectations of cleanliness, responsibility, and a sense of

specialness assigned by their mother. Lolo attempted to provide them with a childhood

she felt was denied to her, which influenced their desires to appear 'clean' and 'kept.'

The siblings’ identities were shaped by both their family dynamics and social

perceptions of colorism in their community, where Ivory’s lighter skin was favored,

shaping their interactions with others.

3.Question:

How did the experiences of Lolo (the children's mother) in Chicago

influence her later decisions and her relationship with her children?

Lolo's time in Chicago significantly impacted her, fostering her desire to

escape her fragmented past and create a better life for herself and her

children. However, her choice to leave her young children with relatives

stirred feelings of abandonment reminiscent of her own childhood, which

she struggled to reconcile. The realization that her children were not well

cared for in her absence prompted her return to New Orleans. This

experience transformed her view on motherhood, leading her to reinforce her

commitment to her children, vowing never to leave them again.

4.Question:

What role did education and social status play in the lives of Joseph,

Elaine, and Ivory?

Education played a crucial role in shaping the lives of Joseph, Elaine, and
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Ivory, particularly as they attended segregated schools that reflected societal

inequalities. Despite these barriers, they believed they could achieve

anything through education, which was encouraged by Lolo. Their light skin

and careful appearance afforded them certain social advantages, but they

were still aware of and subjected to racial discrimination, as evidenced by

their experiences with activities like John McDonogh Day, which

highlighted segregation in education even after the Brown v. Board of

Education ruling.

5.Question:

How did Grandmother's memories and storytelling impact her children,

and what effect did they have on family dynamics?

Grandmother's storytelling shaped her children's understanding of their

heritage and identity. Her repeated recounting of her past, including her

attempts to connect with her deceased mother, influenced how her children

viewed their own stories and histories. This act of remembrance began

constructing a narrative of loss and the desire for connection within the

family. The whispers of her regrets and memories became part of the

children’s collective memories, framing their own family dynamics in a

context of both aspiration and the weight of history. The contrast between

Grandmother’s experiences and Lolo’s attempts at creating a new narrative

for her children fueled the family's dynamics, creating a complex web of

aspirations shaped by the past.

chapter 3 | Webb | Q&A

1.Question:
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What was the nature of the relationship between Webb and Ivory Mae before they

got married?

Webb and Ivory Mae had a complex relationship characterized by a

childhood friendship that evolved into a romantic involvement. They grew

up near each other and shared a close bond, often taking each other for

granted due to their familiarity. Initially, Ivory Mae found Webb annoying,

as he would often try to tease her, but his charm and persistence eventually

played a role in their relationship's evolution. Despite not being officially

recognized as boyfriend and girlfriend, they engaged in playful interactions

and intimate moments, which ultimately led to Ivory Mae's unexpected

pregnancy.

2.Question:

How did society and family perceptions influence Ivory Mae and

Webb's decision to marry?

The societal norms and family pressures significantly influenced Ivory Mae

and Webb’s decision to marry. During that time, pregnancy outside of

wedlock was stigmatized, leading to a rushed marriage after Ivory Mae

discovered she was pregnant. Webb’s mother, Mildred, had aspirations for

her children that did not include such a situation, reflecting the societal

pressure to conform to certain expectations. Despite the disappointment that

may have existed regarding their marriage, particularly from Webb's family,

the couple felt compelled to marry, driven by the circumstances of the

pregnancy and the absence of a supportive environment for single mothers.

3.Question:
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What does the chapter reveal about the community and familial

dynamics surrounding Webb and Ivory Mae?

The chapter illustrates a tight-knit community dynamic where individuals

are acutely aware of each other's affairs, leading to gossip and judgment.

Mildred, Webb’s mother, exemplifies the stringent familial expectations

placed on her children, aiming to steer them clear of perceived 'no-good'

influences. This environment cultivated a sense of scrutiny for both Webb

and Ivory Mae, compounded by the social stigma of teen pregnancy. The

community's perspective heavily weighed on Ivory Mae, evidenced by her

fear of being seen as a failure to her family’s reputation, and contributed to

the pre-marriage pressures that dictated their choices.

4.Question:

What were the societal changes that affected Ivory Mae's ability to

continue her education after becoming a mother?

After Ivory Mae gave birth to her first child, Eddie, Booker T. Washington

High School implemented new policies that barred young mothers from

attending, which reflected broader societal restrictions on women and

especially those who became mothers at a young age. The school suggested

that Ivory Mae could attend a special school for 'delinquents,' which she felt

segregated her from her peers and was a stinging reminder of her altered

status. Her pleas for an exception were rejected, highlighting the rigid

structure of educational and societal systems that did not accommodate or

support young mothers, ultimately dissolving her dreams of further
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education.

5.Question:

How did Webb's military service impact both his life and the lives of

Ivory Mae and their children?

Webb's enlistment in the army brought both a sense of opportunity and

impending tragedy to his life and the lives of his family. While it provided

potential avenues for career growth and financial stability, his deployment

ultimately led to his untimely death in a tragic accident, thrusting Ivory Mae

into single motherhood and altering the course of her life drastically.

Following Webb's death, Ivory Mae faced the challenges of raising their

children without the support of their father, compounded by the surrounding

gossip and stigma regarding the circumstances of their family. This impact

created a ripple effect, influencing the children's identities and their

relationships within the family structure, particularly concerning Darryl,

who faced confusion and doubt about his paternity.
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chapter 4 | Simon Broom | Q&A

1.Question:

What significant event occurred in the personal lives of Simon Broom and Ivory

Mae during the summer of 1964?

In the summer of 1964, after the death of Sarah McCutcheon, Ivory Mae married Simon

Broom in the backyard of their rented home on Wilson Avenue in New Orleans East.

This event marked a new chapter in both their lives, blending their families together.

2.Question:

How did the wedding reception reflect the everyday life of the family, and what

does this detail indicate about their socio-economic status?

The wedding reception consisted of simple white-bread finger sandwiches with the

brown edges cut off, which indicated Ivory Mae's personal preferences and the modest

nature of the event—signifying their working-class background. The absence of

extravagance at their wedding highlights the couple's practical lifestyle amid their new

family dynamic.

3.Question:

Describe the early relationship dynamics between Simon and Ivory Mae, including

the context of their prior relationships. How do their pasts shape their new life

together?

Simon and Ivory Mae began their relationship while both were still in marriages to

other people, indicating a complicated and somewhat tumultuous start. Simon was

separated from his first wife, Carrie, who had recently died, while Ivory Mae left her
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husband, Webb. Their past experiences influenced a sense of urgency in their

relationship, as both were seeking deeper emotional connections and fulfillment,

evidenced by Simon's proposal to Ivory Mae amid shared feelings of love and

admiration.

4.Question:

What challenges did Simon's daughters, Deborah and Valeria, face

following the marriage, and how did these affect their relationship with

their new family?

After the marriage, Deborah and Valeria experienced profound grief from the

recent loss of their mother, Carrie. They faced a sudden and distressing

adjustment to their new family structure, lacking details about their father's

remarriage and being thrust into a household with unfamiliar siblings.

Deborah's vocal rejection and need for clarity about her new family dynamic

exemplified the emotional turmoil they endured and their struggle to adapt

to the changes.

5.Question:

How did the merging of the two families affect the positions and

identities of the children from both households?

The merging of the families created significant shifts in the identities and

roles of the children. Deborah and Valeria were introduced as the new girls

into the Broom household, changing the family hierarchy and dynamic. This

restructuring created tension as the children's established roles were

disrupted; for instance, Eddie, previously the eldest, was suddenly younger
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than the newcomers. This reshuffling led to familial disputes and a sense of

loss among the children over their previously secure standings.

chapter 5 | Short End, Long Street | Q&A

1.Question:

What was the significance of the advertisement for the house at 4121 Wilson in the

context of Ivory Mae's life?

The advertisement for the house at 4121 Wilson was significant for Ivory Mae as it

represented a turning point in her life. After the death of her partner Webb, she became

a widow and was pregnant with their child. The ad highlighted an opportunity for her to

own a home, which was a dream for many, especially as she was only nineteen and the

first in her immediate family to acquire property. The decision to buy the house, despite

its needing repair, symbolized her determination to create a stable environment for her

future family. It was not just about acquiring property; it was about establishing roots in

a new neighborhood that was largely transitioning, indicative of the changes in societal

dynamics at the time, especially regarding race.

2.Question:

How did the development of New Orleans East reflect larger socio-economic

trends in the city during the late 1950s and early 1960s?

The development of New Orleans East was mirrored by the overarching economic

optimism of New Orleans in the late 1950s and early 1960s. This period was marked by

a population boom and a belief in endless potential for growth driven by industries like

oil, aerospace, and improved infrastructure under Mayor Chep Morrison. Large

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


investments from Texas millionaires reflected a trend towards urban expansion and

commercialization of previously undeveloped swampland. However, the ambitious

projections of population growth and urbanization set by developers were rooted in a

dream that ultimately did not materialize as expected, with population peaks not

maintained, reflecting the eventual socio-economic decline faced by the region.

3.Question:

Describe the social dynamics and racial landscape of the neighborhood

when Ivory Mae and her family moved to Wilson Avenue in 1964.

When Ivory Mae and her family moved to Wilson Avenue in 1964, the

neighborhood was predominantly white. As one of the few Black families in

the area, they experienced the complexities of being pioneers in a

community undergoing demographic shifts due to white flight. The division

and tensions arising from racial segregation were palpable, with interactions

with white neighbors being fraught with undercurrents of racism and social

divides. The juxtaposition of their family life and the incoming white

residents from trailer parks highlighted the contrasting narratives of stability

versus transience, and belonging versus ostracism. The children's

experiences on the street, marked often by the use of racial slurs,

underscored the societal challenges they faced as their presence began to

change the fabric of the community.

4.Question:

What were some of the practical challenges Ivory Mae faced in

establishing her home, and how did they reflect broader themes in her
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family's story?

Ivory Mae confronted several practical challenges in establishing her home

at 4121 Wilson, including extensive renovations needed on the house and

the burden of financial responsibility as a young widow. The property itself

was described as sinking, requiring her to mobilize resources and labor to

stabilize it. These hurdles not only tested her resilience but also reflected

broader themes of perseverance and the forging of identity in a new

environment, particularly for Black families seeking homeownership amid

societal upheavals. Her efforts to transform a dilapidated structure into a

home were emblematic of the aspiration for stability and the belief in the

American Dream, despite the harsh realities of racism and economic

pressures affecting their community.

5.Question:

How did the arrival of the Beatles and the dynamics in the

neighborhood during that time encapsulate the cultural landscape of the

era?

The arrival of the Beatles in 1964 served as a cultural milestone, juxtaposed

against the backdrop of Ivory Mae's daily life and the experience of her

neighborhood. While the excitement surrounding the Beatles generated a

national frenzy, little to no attention was paid by the immediate community

on Wilson Avenue, highlighting a disconnect between the mainstream

cultural phenomena and the lived realities of the families in that area. This

contrast encapsulated the cultural landscape of the era, where the dreams and
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fantasies presented in pop culture diverged sharply from the challenges of

everyday life for many families, particularly within marginalized

communities. It illustrated the boundaries of fame, success, and societal

progress, underlining how events that captured the public's enthusiasm had

little impact on the personal struggles and aspirations of local residents.

chapter 6 | Betsy | Q&A

1.Question:

What event does Chapter 6 of 'The Yellow House' primarily describe, and what

were some key details about this event?

Chapter 6 primarily describes Hurricane Betsy, which occurred in 1965. It details how

the storm turned into a sudden and chaotic event for the residents of New Orleans East.

The hurricane was characterized by strong winds exceeding 100 miles per hour which,

combined with a storm surge, led to catastrophic flooding. Key details include children

being awakened in the night as water began to flood their home quickly, the frantic

efforts of family members to evacuate, and the rising waters overpowering the levees,

leading to a massive inundation of over 160,000 homes.

2.Question:

How did the physical infrastructure and human decisions contribute to the severity

of Hurricane Betsy's impact according to the chapter?

The chapter discusses several man-made factors that exacerbated the flooding during

Hurricane Betsy. Firstly, the poorly constructed levees failed under the pressure of the

storm surge. Additionally, the construction of navigation canals, including the
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Industrial Canal and the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet (MR-GO), altered natural

waterways and increased vulnerability to flooding. These canals allowed the storm

surge to funnel into the city, inundating poorer neighborhoods disproportionately. The

chapter highlights how these structural decisions had long-term detrimental

environmental impacts, making New Orleans East more susceptible to flooding.

3.Question:

What were some of the immediate aftermath effects of Hurricane Betsy

on the community as described in the chapter?

In the immediate aftermath of Hurricane Betsy, the community faced

devastating effects, including physical destruction with over $1.2 billion in

damage, mud and debris everywhere, and a significant number of homes

flooded to eaves height. Residents reported seeing dead animals, and the

National Guard was deployed in response to the chaos, including instances

of looting. The psychological toll was profound as many individuals

struggled to comprehend the scale of the disaster and its impact on their

lives.

4.Question:

Describe the responses from local and federal officials immediately

following Hurricane Betsy. How did these responses reflect broader

systemic issues?

The responses from local and federal officials included Governor John

McKeithen and President Lyndon B. Johnson declaring areas as disaster

zones, with Johnson pledging an $85 million protection plan aimed at

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


improving levees and flood defenses. However, these responses reflected

broader systemic issues, including the neglect of vulnerable communities

and reluctance to evacuate residents in low-income areas. Criticism arose,

notably from scientists like Dr. Edward Teller, who questioned why the city

did not adequately prepare for the well-forecasted storm. This highlighted a

disconnect between scientific knowledge regarding flood risks and the

governmental response, indicating neglect and systemic failures in urban

planning.

5.Question:

What legacy did Hurricane Betsy leave for New Orleans, and how did it

influence future urban development and policy according to the

chapter?

Hurricane Betsy left a complex legacy for New Orleans, prompting

immediate rebuilding efforts and future urban development strategies. While

the chapter mentions that the levees were reinforced and a flood insurance

program was established, it also notes that these measures did not adequately

address the underlying vulnerabilities of the city. The creation of the

National Flood Insurance Program encouraged repopulation in flood-prone

areas, leading to continued development despite persistent risks. This

emphasis on rebuilding without addressing fundamental issues in

infrastructure resilience contributed to a cycle of vulnerability, which would

later become crucial during subsequent disasters.
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chapter 7 | The Crown | Q&A

1.Question:

How did the aftermath of the flood impact the Broom family and their home?

After the floodwaters receded, the Broom family faced the arduous task of removing

damaged items from their home, turning it upside down to air-dry. They realized that

nothing could be salvaged. This sense of loss resonated deeply with Ivory Mae, as she

reflected on her own childhood experience of losing her home to a fire. In the wake of

the flood, the family had to displace to Lolo's house on Dryades Street for weeks while

they began the rebuilding process. This temporarily uprooted them from their familiar

environment and added layers of challenge to their lives.

2.Question:

What role did Simon play in the rebuilding of the family home, and how did this

affect his relationship with Ivory Mae?

Simon took the initiative to rebuild the family home by expanding and renovating it,

effectively transforming the original shotgun house into a larger camelback shotgun

house. To achieve this, he enlisted the help of family members, including skilled

builders like his brother-in-law and Uncle Joe. However, his approach to home

improvement conflicted with Ivory Mae's values, as she prioritized craftsmanship and

attention to detail. Their differing views on how the house should be rebuilt led to

significant tensions between the couple. Simon's haste and 'jack-of-all-trades' mentality

clashed with Ivory Mae's desire for thoroughness and quality, leading to fights that

highlighted deeper underlying issues in their marriage.

3.Question:
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What significance did the house hold for Ivory Mae, and how did it represent her

identity and life?

For Ivory Mae, the house was more than just a physical space; it represented

her beginnings, her world, and her sanctuary. She found a sense of identity

and fulfillment within its walls. The kitchen, especially, became her domain

where she sewed clothes for her children and crafted curtains to beautify

their home. The house was a canvas upon which she could express her

creativity, and it represented her role as matriarch—nurturing her family and

fostering its growth. As the family adapted to their newly renovated space,

the house became infused with their individual personalities and

experiences, making it a repository of memory and familial love.

4.Question:

How did the Broom family's dynamic change with the arrival of new

children, particularly Troy, and what impact did this have on the older

siblings?

The arrival of new children, particularly Troy, shifted the dynamics within

the Broom household. The older siblings, especially the girls, found

themselves taking on more responsibility as babysitters and caretakers. They

expressed frustration at the prospect of not having autonomy over their own

lives, feeling overwhelmed by the demands of helping to raise younger

siblings. Troy's birth symbolized a pivotal moment for the family, marking

the house not only as a place for growth but also as a site of unanticipated

challenges. The older children, feeling the weight of increased obligations,
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voiced their dissatisfaction and questioned their roles, which added tension

to their relationships and represented growing pains within the family

structure.

5.Question:

How did the external social and economic changes in New Orleans East

during the 1970s influence the Broom family and their neighborhood?

The Broom family's life in New Orleans East was intricately linked to

broader social and economic changes affecting the community. As the area

underwent demographic shifts, particularly with the rise of public housing

projects like Pecan Grove, the neighborhood's racial composition changed

dramatically. This transition led to feelings of 

6.Question:

How did the Broom family's struggles reflect the changing social

dynamics of their neighborhood in New Orleans East?

The Broom family's challenges reflected the ongoing social dynamics in

New Orleans East during this period, characterized by economic decline and

racial tensions. As the population shifted and issues like school integration

and public housing emerged, the family's experience of navigating an

increasingly complex social landscape became emblematic of broader

community struggles. The children's experiences with educational systems,

gang affiliations, and changing friendships illustrated how external

socioeconomic factors permeated their lives. Simon's interactions with

neighbors and the family's participation in events underscored the collective
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impact of these changes, as they grappled with both identity and belonging

in an evolving urban environment.

chapter 8 | Hiding Places | Q&A

1.Question:

How does the narrator describe the small bathroom in her childhood home?

The narrator describes the bathroom as a space filled with nostalgia and personal

significance. It was once a place where her father sat after work and eventually died,

making it a locus of mixed memories for her. She portrays it as a playroom for her

imagination, where she uses sheetrock as a chalkboard and imagines the neon-green

lizards as her students. The bathroom is also characterized by its rundown state, with

sounds coming through the holes in the floorboard and the lingering smell of mold,

giving it a sense of decay but also a protective cocoon where she can hide.

2.Question:

What emotions does the narrator experience related to her father and the

bathroom?

The emotions associated with her father in the bathroom are complex, as it represents

both loss and a safe space. The narrator reflects on the emptiness left by her father's

death with the line 'after this was the room where Daddy went quiet.' Despite his

absence, she finds solace in the bathroom, using it as a hiding place and a refuge from

the chaos of her household, suggesting an understanding of loss intertwined with a

child's desire for safety and comfort.

3.Question:
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What role does the concept of privacy play in the narrator's experience in the

bathrooms?

Privacy is a significant theme in the narrator's experience, particularly in the

second bathroom, which is the only room with a lock. This bathroom

becomes a safe haven where she can escape from her older brother Troy and

the pressures of family dynamics. The act of locking the door symbolizes her

need for control and independence, underscoring the value she places on

having a personal space away from the demands of her family. Additionally,

her mother's warnings about her body illustrate the importance of privacy

regarding personal boundaries.

4.Question:

How does the narrator perceive her mother's repeated warnings about

inappropriate touching?

The narrator expresses ambivalence towards her mother's warnings about

inappropriate touching. Although she listens to her mother’s repeated

admonitions regarding her 'privates,' there is an underlying sense of

confusion and detachment, highlighted by her thought 'I don’t have a daddy,

I think but never say.' This indicates a deep-seated realization that her

understanding of safety and danger is filtered through her limited

perspective as a child, where those warnings seem more abstract than

immediate. Her mother's concern reinforces her natural instinct for

self-preservation, but it also alludes to a vulnerability she may not fully

comprehend.

5.Question:
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What significance does the narrator give to the act of hiding in the

bathroom?

The act of hiding in the bathroom takes on significant meaning for the

narrator, serving as a means of escape from the realities of her life. It is a

place where she can observe the family dynamics without being seen and a

location where she can explore her thoughts and fantasies freely. This hiding

behavior reflects her desire for safety and autonomy in a chaotic

environment. The bathroom becomes an essential part of her childhood

landscape, representing both a sanctuary from external chaos and a space

where she can safely process her feelings about her family and her father's

absence.

chapter 9 | Origins | Q&A

1.Question:

What significance does the timeline of Sarah Broom’s birth and her father’s death

hold in the context of her family narrative?

The timeline is crucial as it sets the stage for Sarah’s existence and the legacy of loss

that her family experiences. Sarah describes her birth and her father's death as being

profoundly intertwined—both events occurring in close temporal

proximity—symbolizing a premature end to a father-daughter relationship that could

have been. This duality highlights the theme of life and death being intrinsically linked

within her family's history, establishing a foundational trauma that permeates her life

and their collective memory.

2.Question:
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How does Sarah Broom's mother, Ivory Mae, react to her cesarean section, and

what does this reveal about her character?

Ivory Mae's reaction to her cesarean section showcases her resilience and

stoicism. Tradition in her family allows for quick recoveries after childbirth;

however, this time she is prescribed bed rest for two weeks, which is an

unusual situation for her. Her discomfort with being immobile and her pride

in her ability to endure pain become apparent. Despite the vulnerability of

needing help after surgery, she shows frustration at this imposed stillness,

indicating her strong-willed nature and her deep-seated desire for

independence and agency, suggesting that she views bed rest as a weakness.

3.Question:

Describe the circumstances surrounding Simon Broom's death and how

it impacts the family. What details does Sarah give to illustrate the

family's emotional state during this time?

Simon Broom's death is sudden and traumatic; he suffers a massive

aneurysm and is found unresponsive by Ivory Mae after returning home one

night. The chaos following his collapse is palpable, with scenes of urgency

and fear as his family scrambles to help him. Sarah notes the silence that

enveloped her mother as she carried her father, emphasizing the weight of

the moment. The family gathers at the hospital, where they must confront

the reality of Simon’s condition and eventual death—an event that

introduces a profound grief that resonates throughout their lives. Sarah

captures the overwhelming emotions present: confusion, loss, and fear,
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especially from her mother's perspective, showcasing the frailty of family

bonds in the face of sudden bereavement.

4.Question:

What does the funeral service highlight about Simon Broom's life and

his family's connection to him?

The funeral illuminates Simon Broom’s multifaceted identity, connecting

him to both his family and the wider community. The presence of significant

figures from his life, such as colleagues from NASA and jazz musicians,

reflects his impactful persona beyond the domestic sphere. However, the

chaos during the service, including the Masons' rituals and the reactions of

the children, reveals the disconnect within the family regarding grief and

remembrance. The fact that some children are left out of the service,

particularly Sarah as a baby, signifies a detachment from the shared

mourning experience. This juxtaposition of community respect and familial

fragmentation speaks to the deeper narrative of loss and longing for

connection that underlies the family's history.

5.Question:

How does Sarah Broom's writing depict her feelings towards her father,

Simon Broom, and the absence of a tangible relationship with him?

Sarah Broom’s writing reflects a complex blend of reverence, curiosity, and

sorrow regarding her father. She grapples with the absence of memories of

him, illustrated by her longing to know his reactions to her birth—a moment

that should be celebratory yet feels shrouded in silence. This yearning for

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


connection is coupled with her acknowledgment of the lack of a shared

history, as she articulates that she lived with him only for the first six

months of her life. The depiction of Simon as enigmatic and almost

mythical—through symbols of jazz culture and the disconnect at his

funeral—articulates her sense of loss not just as a child deprived of a father

but also as a grown woman seeking to understand her heritage and identity

shaped by his absence.
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chapter 10 | The Grieving House | Q&A

1.Question:

How did Simon's death impact the family dynamic and the roles of the family

members?

Simon’s death had a profound impact on the family, especially on the children's

behavior and responsibilities. Byron, the youngest son, took the loss particularly hard,

becoming mute for a period and physically embodying a silent strength reminiscent of

his father. The absence of Simon forced the mother to take on the full responsibility of

raising the children, which included transitioning into new roles such as being both a

nurturer and a disciplinarian. Each child began to step up in their own ways; for

example, Carl took on jobs and asserted independence by stating that they should not

depend on anyone else, reflecting a lesson taught by their father. The loss shifted the

family structure from one supported by the father figure to one where the mother

became the central figure of authority and self-sufficiency.

2.Question:

What new responsibilities did the mother, referred to as 'Mom' throughout the

chapter, take on after Simon's death?

After Simon's death, Mom had to assume multiple new responsibilities. She became the

keeper of the household, managing the needs of six adult children, two teenagers, and

the youngest four children, all of whom required constant attention. She took on various

jobs, including catering and working as a nurse’s aide, showcasing her resilience and

ability to adapt. Furthermore, she realized she needed to learn skills she hadn't acquired

during her marriage, such as driving and managing finances. This shift not only
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signifies her transition into independence but also reflects her determination to care for

her children without relying on another man.

3.Question:

What rituals or traditions did the family maintain or change after

Simon's death, particularly regarding holidays and memorial practices?

Following Simon’s death, the family maintained several traditions, although

they took on new dimensions in the context of grief. For instance, Mom

continued her pilgrimage to visit Simon’s grave on All Saints’ Day, which

was a practice she had also done for her first husband. However, she

eventually stopped this out of an uneasy feeling that their spirits could

accompany her home. Holidays were still celebrated, albeit with a different

emotional backdrop, as indicated during Thanksgiving and Christmas where

homemade cakes and gatherings occurred, symbolizing the blend of

mourning and celebration. Special occasions like birthdays retained their

significance, but the family's collective grief often intertwined with the

festivities, reflecting the family's efforts to honor loved ones while also

attempting to find joy in life's moments.

4.Question:

How does the author illustrate the change in Mom's character and her

coping mechanisms following Simon's death?

The author illustrates Mom’s transformation through her newfound

independence and her shifting coping mechanisms. Initially portrayed as

reliant on Simon for support and without skills like driving or managing
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finances, she arises as a strong and determined individual. Her prayers to

God become more intimate, indicating a deepened spiritual reliance in the

absence of human support. Her progression from believing Simon would

return to facing the reality of his absence is depicted through her mundane,

yet poignant routines, such as seeking Simon in familiar places. This journey

shows her growth in resilience and becoming the cornerstone for her

children as they navigate their loss.

5.Question:

What significance does the banjo have in the narrative, and how does it

serve as a symbol after Simon's death?

The banjo symbolizes both a connection to Simon and the deep sense of loss

felt by the family after his death. The instrument represents the joyful

musical moments shared between Simon and Lynette, capturing a time of

happiness and togetherness. After Simon's passing, the banjo is placed in

Mom’s closet, suggesting its unused potential and the family's mourning

over the loss of those joyful times. This juxtaposition of the banjo's presence

as a reminder of what was lost alongside the portrayal of positive memories

emphasizes the ongoing emotional struggle of grief: while the love and

memories remain, the sound of laughter and music is noticeably absent,

signifying the void Simon left behind.

chapter 11 | Map of My World | Q&A

1.Question:
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How does Sarah M. Broom use childhood memories to portray her understanding

of fear and sight limitations in Chapter 11?

In Chapter 11 of "The Yellow House", Sarah M. Broom reflects on her

childhood experiences to elucidate her fears and limitations, particularly her

poor eyesight. She describes her world as a 'blur', emphasizing how her near

sightedness profoundly affects her perception of the environment and her

interactions with others. For instance, she illustrates how she is easily

startled by her brothers even when they are in plain sight due to her inability

to see clearly. This aspect of her childhood contributes to her seeking to

preempt situations by getting 'out in front' before others could surprise her,

indicating a psychological response driven by her fears. She internalizes this

fear not only as a limitation of vision but as a broader metaphor for

navigating life's uncertainties.

2.Question:

What significance does the banana-yellow Aries car hold in Broom's

narrative about her childhood?

The banana-yellow Aries car is a recurring symbol in Chapter 11,

representing both mobility and the inherent anxieties connected to it. Broom

recounts journeys to her Grandmother's house, describing the car as a vessel

that ferries her between various realms of her playful and fearful childhood

experiences. The fear of the car failing, as illustrated by the tension

surrounding the railroad tracks, reflects her anxiety about loss of control and

vulnerability—fears that are exacerbated by her childhood memories of
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danger, such as her Uncle Joe's story and her own imagination filled with

horror film influences. Thus, the car serves as a powerful symbol linking

familial bonds, childhood fears, and the quest for safety within a chaotic

environment.

3.Question:

In what ways does family play a pivotal role in Broom's portrayal of her

identity in this chapter?

Family plays a crucial role in shaping Sarah M. Broom's identity in Chapter

11. Through her descriptions of household dynamics, interactions with her

siblings, and her reflections on familial relationships, the chapter illustrates

how her identity is forged in a complex web of connections. Sarah's mother,

for instance, is portrayed as both a nurturing figure and a source of pressure,

as she struggles with her aspirations while holding responsibilities that shape

the household. The interactions with her siblings, especially Lynette, also

highlight rivalries and support that influence her self-perception. Significant

moments, such as Broom being named 'Sarah' and the relationships with her

cousins and friends like Alvin, further delineate how her identity is

influenced by familial ties and social expectations.

4.Question:

What themes related to childhood and education are present in Chapter

11, and how do they manifest in Broom's narrative?

Chapter 11 of "The Yellow House" explores several themes related to

childhood and education, notably the concepts of growth, learning, and the
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innocence of play. Broom illustrates her role as both a student and a teacher

within homemade educational games made with her toys, demonstrating her

fascination with learning and her desire to emulate school structures. The act

of creating tests for her stuffed animals conveys an exploration of

knowledge and authority at an early age, while her experiences at Jefferson

Davis Elementary highlight the pressure to adapt and conform to external

expectations. This duality of being both a child learning new concepts and a

'teacher' reinforces the theme of education as a fundamental aspect of

childhood, shaped by her perspectives, family influences, and playful

interactions with peers.

5.Question:

How does Broom's writing style in Chapter 11 reflect her childhood

experiences and perspectives?

Sarah M. Broom's writing style in Chapter 11 reflects her childhood

experiences through vivid imagery, sensory details, and a conversational

tone that captures the innocence and complexity of her youth. She employs a

fluid narrative structure that wanders between past memories and present

reflections, creating a sense of nostalgia and immediacy. Her use of

descriptive language, such as detailing the sights and sounds of her

environment and the emotional weight of family interactions, immerses the

reader in her childhood world. Additionally, the fragmented, sometimes

stream-of-consciousness style mirrors a child's perspective, capturing the

spontaneity and confusion often felt during early years. This style not only

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


enhances the authenticity of her voice but also allows readers to engage

deeply with the emotional and experiential aspects of her narrative.

chapter 12 | Four Eyes | Q&A

1.Question:

What significant event occurs at the beginning of this chapter involving Herman

and Lynette?

At the beginning of the chapter, it is revealed that Lynette's front tooth was knocked out

by Herman, Alvin's older brother, during a playful incident with a slingshot. This

traumatic moment has led Lynette to stop smiling so much, highlighting the impact of

childhood accidents and their emotional burdens.

2.Question:

How does the chapter depict Lynette's relationship with her mother?

In this chapter, Lynette's relationship with her mother is depicted through their shared

experience of visiting an eyeglass shop. Lynette's mother is shown to be supportive and

proactive when she discovers Lynette's vision issues. This act represents a significant

moment in Lynette's life, as it results in her gaining the ability to see clearly, which

profoundly changes her perspective and interactions with the world around her.

3.Question:

What does Lynette's experience of gaining glasses symbolize in the context of her

childhood?

Lynette's experience of finally receiving glasses symbolizes a pivotal transition in her

childhood. This moment allows her to literally and metaphorically see the world more
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clearly, revealing the details of her surroundings and the people in her life. It represents

a newfound awareness, understanding, and the ability to engage with her environment,

contrasting her previous state of nearly being blind to her reality.

4.Question:

How does the chapter explore themes of loss and memory connected to

Big Karen's death?

The chapter explores themes of loss and memory through the impact of Big

Karen's death on her children and the neighborhood. Lynette reflects on how

Big Karen's presence and presence in space affected everyone, accentuating

that when a person dies, they become a part of the place, and nothing is ever

the same. This memory is portrayed as thick and strong, influencing the lives

of those around her and changing the landscape of Lynette's childhood.

5.Question:

What is the significance of the title 'Four Eyes' in relation to Lynette's

character development in this chapter?

The title 'Four Eyes' is significant as it refers to Lynette's experience of

gaining glasses, which changes her vision and perspective. It aptly

symbolizes her transition from a world of blurred outlines to one filled with

detail and clarity. As she starts to understand more about herself and the

environment, it encapsulates her childhood journey towards self-awareness

and grappling with the complexities of her surroundings, relationships, and

identity.
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chapter 13 | Elsewheres | Q&A

1.Question:

What significant changes occur in the narrator's life during the transition from

middle school to high school, and what cultural context influences these changes?

During the transition from middle school to high school, the narrator experiences a

profound shift in her social environment, self-perception, and academic trajectory. The

cultural context surrounding this transformation includes the changing dynamics of her

family life, the social constructs within her school, and the broader socio-economic

conditions of New Orleans East. As she moves from being an 'academic star' in sixth

grade, she enters a new sphere at Edward Livingston Middle School where she

encounters a different group of peers and a culture centered around self-identification

through verbal sparring and name-calling. The school environment, described as having

a 'detention center' feel, contributes to her growing disillusionment with education, as

she begins to view school as unpredictable and oppressive rather than a place of

learning. Furthermore, the narrator's family's evolving structure—with her sister

Lynette preparing to leave for college and her mother implementing stricter disciplinary

measures—places additional pressure on her during this formative period.

2.Question:

How does the narrator's relationship with her sister Lynette shape her experiences

and identity during this chapter?

The relationship with her sister Lynette significantly influences the narrator's

experiences and identity in this chapter. Lynette serves as a role model, representing

aspiration and the pursuit of a different life. As Lynette prepares to leave for New York
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City’s Pratt Institute, the narrator simultaneously grapples with her own burgeoning

identity in a world that feels chaotic and oppressive at school. Lynette's departure

symbolizes both a loss and an opportunity for the narrator—a loss of familial closeness

but also a chance to claim her own space in the Yellow House. The narrator reflects on

the idealized images shared between them and the support Lynette provides,

showcasing the importance of sisterly bonds. This contrast between Lynette’s

confidence and success in pursuing her dreams and the narrator’s struggles with

self-ownership and societal pressures highlights the complexity of familial relationships

and their impact on personal identity.

3.Question:

Discuss the significance of photography and memory as expressed in this

chapter. How does the narrator use photographs to navigate her past?

Photography and memory play a crucial role in this chapter as the narrator

attempts to navigate her sense of self in relation to her past. She mentions

taking photos to prevent herself from 'remembering wrong,' suggesting a

desire to capture and preserve moments that define her identity amidst the

chaos of adolescence. The photographs serve as tangible reminders of

achievements and familial connections, marking the transitions in her

life—both the celebratory moments with her family members and the

eventual loss of those moments as her circumstances change. This

attachment to photographs reflects the narrator's struggle to reconcile her

present with her past, where 'no photographs exist' to document her struggles

in middle school, echoing a broader theme of loss and the fragility of
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memory. By revisiting these captured images, the narrator seeks clarity and

affirmation of her worth during a time when external validation becomes

more elusive.

4.Question:

What themes related to childhood and adolescence are explored in this

chapter, particularly how they impact the narrator's worldview?

Several themes concerning childhood and adolescence are explored in this

chapter, particularly the complexities of self-discovery and the impact of

external perceptions on personal identity. The transition from childhood

innocence to the harsh realities of adolescence is depicted through the

narrator's evolving social dynamics at school and her struggles to fit in. The

themes of competition, judgment, and the quest for acceptance manifest in

her experiences with peers, where name-calling and social hierarchies

dominate interactions. Moreover, the narrator’s increasing awareness of her

body, the criticism she faces, and the pressures she experiences contribute to

her understanding of societal norms and expectations for young women. As

she navigates these adolescent challenges, the narrator grapples with feelings

of invisibility, longing for belonging, and the desire to forge her individual

identity, all of which shape her worldview and understanding of her place in

both her family and society.

5.Question:

How does parental influence manifest in the narrator's life decisions and

school experience?
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Parental influence profoundly shapes the narrator’s life decisions and school

experiences throughout this chapter. Her mother’s strict disciplinary actions

and the insistence on reading from the Book of Proverbs each morning

illustrate a deep desire for her child to understand the power of words and to

seek wisdom, which reflects larger familial values concerning education and

behavior. This influence is depicted both positively, as a means of grounding

the narrator and offering guidance, and negatively, as it leads to feelings of

rebellion and resistance from the narrator as she seeks autonomy.

Ultimately, her mother’s sacrifices, such as enrolling her in a private school,

underscore the struggles of economic hardship and the yearning for a better

future for her children. This pivotal shift in educational context highlights

the tensions of social mobility and identity that permeate the narrator's

adolescent experience, influencing her interactions and how she perceives

herself in relation to her peers.

chapter 14 | Interiors | Q&A

1.Question:

What role does the Yellow House play in Sarah M. Broom's narrative, particularly

in terms of identity and family dynamics?

The Yellow House serves as a central symbol in the narrative, representing both the

physical home of the Broom family and the emotional and psychological landscape of

its inhabitants. It is portrayed as a space imbued with a complex mixture of pride and

shame. The house is described as a source of both comfort and discomfort, reflecting

the family's struggles with their socio-economic status and their aspirations for a better
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life. For Broom, the house is her beginnings, the only home she has known, yet it also

embodies the decay and disrepair that parallel the family's own challenges. This duality

creates a tension between the desire for connection (inviting friends in) and a

deep-seated shame over their living conditions, influencing their behaviors and

relationships with outsiders.

2.Question:

How does Broom illustrate the theme of shame in the chapter,

particularly through her and Lynette's experiences?

Shame is a pervasive theme throughout the chapter, manifesting in the ways

Broom and her sister Lynette navigate their social interactions and the

perception of their home. Broom recounts how Lynette's desire to invite a

friend over was thwarted by their mother's insistence that the Yellow House

was unfit for guests. This led Lynette to suppress her social instincts,

reinforcing their isolation. Both sisters exhibit a deep-seated fear of

judgment, with Broom lying to peers to prevent them from seeing their

dilapidated home, reflecting a larger internal struggle with their identity and

self-worth. The shame is portrayed not just as an emotional response, but as

a core aspect of their lives that dictates their relationships and sense of self.

3.Question:

What does the chapter reveal about the dynamics of family and

responsibility within the Broom household?

The chapter uncovers the intricate dynamics of responsibility and care

within the Broom family, highlighting how each member navigates their
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roles amidst the challenges of living in the Yellow House. With the absence

of their father, who had aspirations for the house’s maintenance, the siblings,

particularly Broom and Lynette, take on responsibilities that reflect their

mother's struggles to uphold the household. The family’s interactions are

marked by a blend of love, protectiveness, and frustration, especially when

dealing with the issues stemming from addiction and the economic pressures

they face. The text also presents a sense of unity among the siblings as they

rally around their mother, yet this unity is plagued by the weight of

unfulfilled expectations and a yearning for a more stable home.

4.Question:

In what ways does Broom describe the physical deterioration of the

Yellow House, and how does this relate to their emotional state?

Broom vividly describes the physical state of the Yellow House—its

unfinished areas, plumbing issues, and pest problems—which serve as

metaphors for the family's emotional and psychological deterioration. The

house's decay mirrors the struggles and neglect that the family experiences;

it becomes a physical manifestation of their internal chaos and despair. As

the house becomes increasingly dysfunctional, so do the family dynamics,

marked by feelings of insecurity, vulnerability, and shame. The disrepair of

their living environment contributes to a sense of entrapment, amplifying

their isolation and longing for escape, while simultaneously reflecting the

weight of familial expectations and the relentless pursuit of a better life.

5.Question:
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Discuss the significance of the mother's role in maintaining the Yellow

House and her impact on her children's perceptions of home and

identity.

The mother, Ivory Mae, is a pivotal figure in the maintenance of the Yellow

House. Her efforts to clean and beautify their living space, despite its

shortcomings, reveal her fierce love and determination to create a sense of

home for her children. However, her struggles to make the house presentable

and comfortable underscore the deepening dissatisfaction and shame that

permeates their lives. Her insistence on maintaining appearances influences

her children’s perceptions of their identity, instilling a complex relationship

with their home: they desire to invite friends in and connect with the outside

world but feel hindered by the state of their environment. This manifests in

their actions—Broom and Lynette's reluctance to share their home with

others is rooted in fear of judgment, and their feelings of inadequacy are

exacerbated by their mother's unyielding pride in maintaining the house as

best as she can.

chapter 15 | Tongues | Q&A

1.Question:

What transformation did the narrator experience in her junior year at Word of

Faith Academy?

In her junior year at Word of Faith Academy, the narrator, Sarah M. Broom, gains a

sense of interiority and personal reflection. She feels a desire to escape the confines of

her high school life, seeking an 'elsewhere' that she hasn't identified yet. By this point,
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she's adjusted somewhat to her environment, participating in the yearbook staff and

admiring her English teacher, Mrs. Grace, who enunciates carefully and brings the

narrator joy through her careful handling of words. This marks a period of growth

where writing and introspection become spaces for her individual expression and

connection with God.

2.Question:

Describe the significance of church in the narrator's life and how it

contrasts with her home life.

Church becomes a central aspect of the narrator's life, serving as a

transformative place where she, her mother, and sister can create new

identities far removed from their daily realities. They attend Victory

Fellowship, a lively megachurch with a charismatic atmosphere, contrasting

sharply with their home life, filled with struggles and neglect. This church

community provides not only spiritual engagement but also a sense of

belonging and acceptance that is absent at home, exemplified by the contrast

between the joy of communal worship and the stark conditions of their

living situation.

3.Question:

How does the narrator’s experience with speaking in tongues contribute

to her understanding of herself and her spirituality?

The experience of speaking in tongues becomes a significant and formative

aspect of the narrator's spirituality. It represents an expression of pure faith

and a connection to God that transcends logic and societal boundaries. The
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act is described as 'interiority writ large,' indicating that it is a deeply

personal and private experience that allows her to let go of

self-consciousness and fear. Through this spiritual practice, she feels

empowered and transformed, gaining recognition within the church as

someone touched by the Holy Spirit, which further solidifies her identity

within that community.

4.Question:

What role does the relationship with her brother Michael play in the

narrator's life during this chapter?

Michael's presence in the Yellow House during this chapter provides a

mixture of comfort and complexity for the narrator. He serves as a figure of

support, sharing late-night conversations filled with philosophical insights

that offer her respite from her loneliness. His stories about life, dreams,

cooking, and ambition influence her thinking and aspirations. However, his

re-entry into the household also does not prevent the ongoing issues that

plague their home, such as Darryl's thefts. Michael's personality and

experiences add depth to the narrator's understanding of family dynamics,

potential, and the harsh realities they all face.

5.Question:

What is the significance of the 'Movement' or 'Revival' mentioned in the

chapter, and how does it affect the community at Victory Fellowship?

The 'Movement' or 'Revival' signifies a pivotal and chaotic period within

Victory Fellowship, where congregants experience intense emotional and
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spiritual awakenings characterized by behaviors like laughter, crying, and

speaking in tongues. The revival brings a sense of excitement and renewed

faith to the congregation, infusing their worship with euphoric expressions

of spirituality. This movement, described in vivid detail through the

behaviors exhibited during services, represents a communal bonding

experience but also illustrates the potential for disconnection from reality, as

many members— including the narrator—experience profound

transformations that raise questions about their lives outside the church

community.
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chapter 16 | Distances | Q&A

1.Question:

What were the author's feelings and motivations regarding her education and

future as described in Chapter 16 of "The Yellow House"?

In Chapter 16, the author reflects on her feelings of aspiration and a desire for escape

from her current situation in New Orleans East. She graduates high school with a

near-perfect GPA but feels trapped and limited by her environment, which lacks

exposure to broader educational opportunities. Despite her achievements, she did not

receive guidance on potential colleges where she could pursue higher education,

resulting in her choosing the University of North Texas primarily because she followed

her brother Roy. Her motivations are shaped by a yearning for something greater than

what her past and the local environment can offer, preparing her for departure while

grappling with the notion of leaving her family behind.

2.Question:

Describe the significance of the road trip that the author took to Texas with her

brothers.

The road trip to Texas represents both a literal and metaphorical journey for the author.

As she leaves New Orleans East with her brothers Carl and Michael, it highlights the

transition from her childhood home filled with complicated familial relationships to her

new beginning at college. This trip is characterized by the tension of her brothers'

dynamics and Carl's anxious driving, reflecting the emotional weight of her departure.

The citation of police interaction adds to the narrative's realism, indicating the different

perceptions and experiences of race and authority. Overall, the journey encapsulates a
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moment of freedom, tension, and anticipation for the new experiences that await her

while still tethered to her familial identity.

3.Question:

What role do the author's relationships with her family members play in

shaping her identity and experiences in college?

The author's familial relationships are fundamental in shaping her identity

and experiences throughout college. She describes her brothers in complex

ways—Carl as an overbearing but protective figure and Michael as nurturing

and affectionate. The absence of a deeper connection with her siblings also

highlights her feelings of isolation. Particularly, the lack of communication

with her brother Simon Jr. emphasizes a barrier that exists in her knowledge

and understanding of family achievements and expectations. These

dynamics reflect how her identity is split between her responsibilities and

feelings towards family—Monique and Sarah representing different aspects

of her self. The emotional support from her brothers is both comforting and

limiting, as she navigates her independence in a new environment while still

feeling the weight of expectations from home.

4.Question:

How does the author juxtapose her experiences in college with her life

back in New Orleans East?

The author significantly juxtaposes her college experiences with her life in

New Orleans East by contrasting the vibrancy and opportunity she finds at

the University of North Texas with the stagnation she associates with her
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hometown. While at college, she thrives academically, immersing herself in

a learning environment filled with diverse people and ideas, which sharpens

her ambition and ignites her curiosity. In contrast, life back in New Orleans

East is depicted as oppressive and limiting, with a landscape devoid of the

culture and excitement that defines New Orleans in the minds of outsiders.

Her summer spent working in the French Quarter becomes a metaphor for

her desire to connect with the broader narrative of the city, even as she feels

a disconnect from her origins. This duality underscores the struggle many

face when seeking personal growth while remaining deeply connected to

their roots.

5.Question:

What emotions does the author express regarding her relationship with

her mother as she transitions into college life?

As the author transitions to college, she expresses a deep emotional conflict

regarding her relationship with her mother. She notes the lack of a proper

farewell, capturing a sense of melancholy and a feeling of unresolved

connection—this resonates with her mother's own difficulty with goodbyes.

The author admires her mother's achievements yet feels an underlying

sadness about leaving her behind in the Yellow House. This emotional

distance amplifies the theme of dual identities—the affectionate bond she

feels with her mother contrasted against the independence she seeks at

college. Her mother's struggle for success and achievement, ultimately

culminating in her graduation, instills a sense of pride in the author, yet it
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leads her to reflect on her own ambitions and the emotional burdens carried

from her origins to a new environment.

chapter 17 | 1999 | Q&A

1.Question:

What significant transitions did the author experience during the summer of 1999,

as described in Chapter 17?

During the summer of 1999, the author, Sarah M. Broom, returned to the Yellow House

in New Orleans after having spent significant time away for her education, including an

exchange program at the University of Massachusetts–Amherst and William Paterson

University in New Jersey. This period represented a transition from being a student in

different cities and engaging in new experiences, such as becoming a staff

photographer, back to the familiarity of her childhood home, which she viewed as

confronting her past and the poverty she associated with it. It marked both a return and

a moment of reflection on her life and identity.

2.Question:

What emotions and reflections did the author convey about her homecoming and

engagement with her family during this period?

The author expressed a sense of regression upon returning home to the Yellow House,

perceiving it as a confrontation with poverty. She felt a complex mix of nostalgia and

discomfort, recognizing that her return was not just physical but also emotional, as she

faced memories of her childhood and family dynamics that had evolved in her absence.

Additionally, there was a poignant recognition of her family's struggles, especially
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when dealing with the police's inquiry into her nephew James, which highlighted the

tensions and challenges they were enduring.

3.Question:

How did the tragic news of Alvin’s death impact the author, both

emotionally and in terms of her connection to the Yellow House?

The news of Alvin's death profoundly impacted the author, leading her to

immediate feelings of anger and sorrow, not just at the loss of her friend but

also at the world around her which seemed unresponsive to her grief. This

tragedy intensified her disconnection from the Yellow House; she described

how she never again spent the night there after Alvin’s death, a symbolic

gesture emphasizing a shift in her life and a severing of ties to her childhood

home. The loss of Alvin, coupled with her subsequent moves across various

states, marked a significant transformation in her trajectory, indicating a loss

of innocence and a deepening awareness of life's fragility.

4.Question:

What did the author observe about her family’s continued life in the

Yellow House after she left?

After leaving the Yellow House, the author observed how her family

continued to inhabit the space, despite its physical decline and disrepair. Her

mother, Ivory Mae, and her sister Karen remained there, facing hardships yet

finding ways to maintain some semblance of normal life amidst the

deterioration of the home. The author noted her mother’s struggle with the

house's condition, as well as the transient lifestyle of family members like
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Troy and Carl, who returned intermittently. These observations framed the

house not only as a physical structure but as a repository of family history,

memories, and the weight of expectations and disappointments.

5.Question:

What does the author ultimately convey about the concept of home and

legacy through her reflections in this chapter?

In this chapter, the author conveys that the concept of home goes beyond a

mere physical space; it is intricately tied to memories, relationships, and the

legacy one leaves behind. Through her mother's reflections on the Yellow

House, the author grapples with themes of identity and belonging, realizing

that the house symbolizes not just a place to live but the family's shared

history, struggles, and resilience. The deterioration of the house serves as a

metaphor for lost opportunities and the precariousness of life. The narrative

suggests that while the home may fade, the lived experiences and

connections fostered within it endure, ultimately shaping the identities of its

inhabitants.

chapter 18 | Run | Q&A

1.Question:

What event prompts the characters to begin evacuating and where does this

evacuation lead them?

The events outlined in Chapter 18 of 'The Yellow House' take place in the context of

Hurricane Katrina, which prompts the characters to evacuate New Orleans. In

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


particular, the characters gather in different locations, with several heading towards

Hattiesburg, Mississippi, to seek refuge with relatives. This chapter illustrates the

scatter of the family in the wake of the disaster, depicting the urgency felt by the main

characters as they try to navigate the chaos and confusion. The narrative emphasizes the

gravity of the situation through the characters' actions and state of mind as they begin

this unexpected journey.

2.Question:

How does the author characterize the relationship between the narrator

and her sister Lynette?

The relationship between the narrator and Lynette is portrayed as close and

supportive. They live next to each other in Harlem and share a bond that is

reflective of familial ties, evident in their time spent together at the Charlie

Parker Jazz Festival. The narrator describes their physical similarities, such

as being mistaken for twins, which adds to the sense of identity and

connection they share. Their interactions are playful, with Lynette teasing

the narrator about her choice of quieter routes to work, highlighting their

contrasting personalities but also their intimacy as sisters who understand

each other well.

3.Question:

What does the narrative reveal about the chaos and confusion during

the evacuation efforts?

The chaos of the evacuation is palpable in the narrative as the characters

frantically try to gather loved ones and necessities in the face of a natural
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disaster. For instance, the narrator describes her mother packing sandwiches

and drinks while other family members inadvertently scatter due to

miscommunication and confusion about where to meet. This misalignment

reflects the wider sense of uncertainty across the community. The details of

the characters’ experiences—like Melvin forgetting his

eyeglasses—underscore the frantic and disorganized nature of their response

to the hurricane. The narrative paints a picture of a family trying to stay

together under severe pressure while illustrating the broader implications of

disaster response.

4.Question:

What role does music play in this chapter, especially in the context of the

characters' experiences?

Music serves as a backdrop of normalcy and comfort in the midst of chaos in

this chapter. The narrator’s attendance at the Charlie Parker Jazz Festival

with Lynette symbolizes a moment of joy and connection within the broader

turmoil stemming from Hurricane Katrina. The festival reflects a cultural

celebration and a sense of home, contrasting sharply with the arduous and

desperate conditions that the family will soon face as they evacuate. It

signifies a fleeting escape where the characters connect with their roots and

the vibrancy of their community before they are forced to confront the harsh

realities of their circumstances.

5.Question:

What is revealed about Grandmother's situation during the evacuation?
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Grandmother’s situation is depicted as precarious and uncertain throughout

the evacuation. The narrative highlights her fragility, as she is a patient in a

nursing home during the disaster. The family’s attempts to establish her

whereabouts raise concerns about her safety and well-being amidst the

chaos. The narrator poses questions about Grandmother’s experiences during

the evacuation—whether she retained lucidity or if her Alzheimer's affected

her perception of the situation. This ambiguity serves to amplify the

emotional stakes of the narrative, emphasizing the fears and worries that

come with losing contact with an elderly loved one during a crisis.
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chapter 19 | Settle | Q&A

1.Question:

What circumstances lead Byron to send tickets to their family members after

Hurricane Katrina?

Byron learns that his mother and her crew have made it safely through Mississippi's

flooding to Dallas, so he decides to send them five one-way tickets to California

(Vacaville) where he lives. He includes a ticket for Herman, Alvin’s big brother, who is

stranded in Baton Rouge and is considered family because he lived nearby on Wilson

Avenue. The urgency and need for support after the devastation of the storm drive

Byron to facilitate their transportation to safety.

2.Question:

How does the living arrangement in Byron's house reflect the impact of Hurricane

Katrina on families?

Byron's house in Vacaville, normally spacious, is now housing nine people—six adults

and three children—indicating the displacement caused by Hurricane Katrina. This

overcrowding transforms a typical suburban home into a sanctuary for those affected by

the disaster, thereby illustrating how families are forced to adapt to overwhelming

circumstances by relying on each other for shelter and support during a time of crisis.

3.Question:

What internal conflict does the narrator experience while writing the 'Katrina

story' for the magazine?

The narrator is conflicted because the task of writing a story about her family's
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experiences post-Katrina feels overwhelming and almost absurd; she is placed in the

role of reporter rather than participant. This leads her to retreat into the bathroom to

write, as she struggles with the impossibility of documenting the emotional weight of

their situation instead of fully experiencing it. This tension highlights her struggle to

process the trauma they have been through.

4.Question:

Describe Herman's character and how his actions contribute to the

atmosphere in Vacaville. What role does humor play in their situation?

Herman is presented as a loud and exaggerated character who claims to have

had grand adventures during the hurricane, which often borders on

fabrication. His humorous assertions and actions—like racing a young

neighbor—serve as a vehicle for levity amidst the gravity of their collective

trauma. Herman's antics provide distraction and comic relief, reminding the

group of home and evoking a sense of community, as laughter and shared

stories become a coping mechanism during their hardships.

5.Question:

What significant events unfold regarding Carl and Michael's

whereabouts after Hurricane Katrina, and how does this affect the

family dynamic?

After Carl and Michael go missing for over a week following Hurricane

Katrina, their absence creates a tension within the family as they await news

of their safety. The moment Carl finally contacts the narrator, claiming he is

in San Antonio, is a pivotal point, bringing relief but also highlighting the
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endurance of family ties even in chaos. The complex emotions surrounding

their dialogue depict both the anxiety of loss and the joy of reunion,

contributing to the family's attempts to regain a sense of normalcy.

chapter 20 | Bury | Q&A

1.Question:

What prompted the family gathering described in Chapter 20?

The family gathered for their Grandmother's funeral, which served as a pilgrimage for

her children and grandchildren after the devastation caused by Hurricane Katrina. The

significance of the gathering was heightened as it marked a rare occasion when nearly

all of the siblings were together again, united in sorrow.

2.Question:

How did the hurricane affect the preparations for Grandmother's funeral?

The aftermath of Hurricane Katrina impacted the preparations by overwhelming local

funeral homes, resulting in a shortage of resources and assistance. This situation led to

difficulties in memorializing Grandmother, such as the inability to place an obituary in

the local newspaper due to busy phone lines. Consequently, far fewer attendees

participated in the funeral than would have if an obituary had been published.

3.Question:

What was the emotional state of the narrator's mother during the funeral?

The narrator's mother displayed immense grief during the funeral, overwhelmed by the

loss of her mother (Grandmother). She was described as being in shock, with unkempt

hair and bare lips, and it was noted that she broke down completely, calling out for her
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mother in a heartbreaking scene that highlighted her deep emotional turmoil. This

incident marked a moment where all the children felt a profound sense of loss.

4.Question:

How does the family dynamic change in the presence of the brothers and

the context of mourning?

In the presence of their mother, the siblings revert to a childlike state, where

they engage in familiar activities such as cutting hair and reminiscing about

their childhood. The familial bond is highlighted as they come together to

support each other in mourning, yet the role of the mother as the matriarch

becomes more pronounced, especially in how her emotional state influences

the family atmosphere.

5.Question:

What does the narrator reveal about their mother's role in caring for

Grandmother before her passing?

The narrator reflects on their mother's dedication in caring for Grandmother

during her illness, specifically her Alzheimer's disease. The mother not only

visited regularly but also took it upon herself to ensure Grandmother’s

dignity and comfort by dressing her, feeding her, and attending to her needs,

which underscores the deep bond and respect she held for her mother. This

caring dynamic emphasizes a legacy of care among the women in the family.

chapter 21 | Trace | Q&A

1.Question:
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What role does the Yellow House play in the memories and identity of the narrator

and her family?

The Yellow House holds significant emotional and symbolic value for the

narrator and her family. It represents their childhood home, filled with

memories of family gatherings and personal milestones. The house acts as a

vessel for their past, encapsulating their identities and shared experiences.

Even after the hurricane and the subsequent damage it suffered, the house

continues to evoke feelings of nostalgia, loss, and connection to their

familial roots. The narrator reflects on the house's destruction as a metaphor

for broader themes of dislocation and the fragility of home.

2.Question:

How does the narrator describe the condition of the Yellow House after

Hurricane Katrina?

After Hurricane Katrina, the Yellow House is depicted as being severely

damaged and disfigured. The house appears to have been violently

displaced, with its structure split into two parts and showing signs of

extreme water damage. The narrator notes broken windows, collapsed walls,

and a general state of decay, with nature taking over as birds live within its

remnants. This visual chaos symbolizes the upheaval caused by the

hurricane, emphasizing the loss of stability and safety that the house once

represented.

3.Question:

What significance does Carl’s trip to retrieve the weed eater from
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Monica’s house have in the chapter?

Carl's determination to retrieve the weed eater from Monica’s house adds a

layer of complexity to the family’s experience of loss and recovery. It

represents a physical manifestation of Carl's connection to his past and the

memories tied to the home. Despite the chaos and the fact that the house is

in ruins, Carl's actions illustrate a desperate attempt to reclaim a part of their

former lives and a reluctance to let go of what remains of their family's

history. His insistence on climbing on the roof to retrieve the weed eater

highlights themes of resilience and the struggle to hold onto the remnants of

their home.

4.Question:

What emotions does the narrator express about the impending

demolition of the Yellow House?

The narrator expresses a deep sense of loss and resignation regarding the

impending demolition of the Yellow House. While she experiences a

conflicting desire for the house to be gone due to its painful memories, she is

also troubled by the idea of its absolute destruction. The demolition

symbolizes a final severance from her past, the erasure of her family's

history, and the loss of her father's presence. This emotional turmoil is

reflected in her contemplation about the significance of the house in her life

and the collective identity of her family.

5.Question:

What does the narrator mean by saying, 'When the house fell down, it
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can be said, something in me opened up'?

This statement reflects a profound realization about identity and belonging.

The narrator suggests that the physical structure of the house was

intertwined with her sense of self and familial ties. With its demolition, she

grapples with a newfound understanding that her identity is not solely reliant

on the physical space of the Yellow House; rather, the memories and

experiences it contained will continue to shape her. The opening up refers to

an emotional awakening where she recognizes her resilience and capacity to

exist independently from the physical house, thereby redefining her sense of

home and self.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


chapter 22 | Forget | Q&A

1.Question:

What is the significance of the chapter title 'Forget' in relation to the narrator's

experiences and emotions during her time away from New Orleans?

The chapter title 'Forget' symbolizes the narrator's struggle with memory and the desire

to escape the traumatic experiences she endured during and after Hurricane Katrina.

The narrator reflects on her attempts to disconnect from her family's chaos and the

emotional weight of her past. She acknowledges that while the act of forgetting seems

appealing, it is not easily achievable. The narrative expresses her yearning for amnesia

as she grapples with the memories of loss, displacement, and the fragmented family life

that followed the disaster. She realizes that forgetting is a Herculean task, filled with

contradictions as she inadvertently preserves memories by traveling distances while

their emotional significance continues to haunt her.

2.Question:

How does the narrator describe her relationship with her family in New Orleans

after the hurricane, particularly during her visits back?

The narrator describes her family as a large, amoebic entity, suggesting a close yet

complicated connection. After the hurricane, her family is dispersed across multiple

states, which adds to her feelings of fragmentation and loss. During her visits back to

New Orleans, she finds herself alone and reflects on the absence of familial support, as

evidenced by her experience of arriving at the airport without anyone to greet her. She

engages in ritualistic tours of the city, revisiting streets and neighborhoods to reconnect

with her roots, yet she remains painfully aware of the changes—the disappearance of
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familiar faces and homes. Conversations with her brothers reveal shared concerns about

health and the longing for their mother’s return, indicating a blend of familial care and

dissatisfaction with their current reality.

3.Question:

What does the narrator’s exploration of New Orleans reveal about her

emotional state and the city's condition post-Katrina?

The narrator's exploration of New Orleans is marked by visceral reflections

on both her emotional state and the city's post-Katrina condition. As she

drives through deserted neighborhoods and observes homes adorned with

poignant graffiti, she articulates a sense of grief not just for her own losses

but for the collective trauma experienced by the city. The landscapes she

encounters symbolize the devastation and neglect that continues to permeate

New Orleans, paralleling her own feelings of despair and longing. Her

interactions with remnants of her past urge her to confront her memories, but

they also provoke feelings of alienation and sadness as she realizes the city,

much like her own identity, has been irrevocably altered.

4.Question:

How does the narrator reconcile her identity within the context of her

travels to Burundi and the comparative frame of displacement?

In Burundi, the narrator attempts to reconcile her identity by exploring the

broader global context of displacement and migration. She grapples with her

status as an outsider ('l’étranger') in a new land, reflecting on how her

experiences of loss resonate with those of Burundians. However, despite
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seeking understanding and connection, she often feels even more isolated as

she struggles with language barriers and cultural differences. Her time in

Burundi highlights the intersection of individual and collective histories, as

she comes to recognize that her family’s story from New Orleans is part of a

larger narrative of human rights and resilience. Ultimately, her journey is not

just about forgetting her past but rather about realizing that understanding

and healing must come from within her own fractured familial history.

5.Question:

What are some of the key themes present in this chapter, and how do

they relate to the overarching narrative of 'The Yellow House'?

Key themes in this chapter include displacement, memory, family ties, and

the quest for identity. The narrator’s struggles with these themes are central

to the overarching narrative of 'The Yellow House.' Displacement captures

her family's scattering after Katrina and her own feeling of being an outsider

both in New Orleans and Burundi. Memory plays a critical role as she

attempts to come to terms with her past while simultaneously seeking to

forget it. Family ties are highlighted through her ongoing connections and

disconnections with her siblings. Finally, her quest for identity, exacerbated

by her experiences abroad, underscores a broader commentary on personal

and cultural identity shaped by trauma and resilience. These themes together

paint a complex picture of how Hurricane Katrina irrevocably transformed

not just the physical landscape of New Orleans, but also the emotional

landscape of those who call it home.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


chapter 23 | Perdido | Q&A

1.Question:

What prompts Sarah Broom to consider returning to New Orleans from Burundi,

and how does this reflect her feelings about identity and belonging?

Sarah Broom's desire to return to New Orleans stems from her reflections on her life in

Burundi, where she feels increasingly out of place and disconnected. She begins to feel

that if she stays too long in Burundi, she may lose her ability to reintegrate into

American life and New Orleans culture. Her conversations with Ceeon Quiett about the

potential to contribute to New Orleans' recovery resonate with her longing for home

and her role within her family and the community. The phrase from James Baldwin that

she keeps on her bathroom mirror, about returning out of fear, captures her internal

conflict between embracing new opportunities and the comfort of her roots.

2.Question:

Describe the nature of the conversation Sarah has with Ray Nagin during her job

interview. What does it reveal about her perceptions of him and the city’s political

climate?

During her conversation with Ray Nagin, Sarah observes an informal, conversational

tone rather than a rigid job interview structure. Nagin's questions are both personal and

probing, such as asking if she's ready to return to the Deep South and why she would

work for a 'vilified, hated administration.' This reveals Sarah's perception of Nagin as

both charismatic and politically embattled. She notes the challenges he faces as a black

mayor in a city still reeling from Hurricane Katrina's devastation. This interaction

underscores her conditioning to navigate the complexities of New Orleans'
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politics—where identity, legacy, and survival are intertwined. Furthermore, Nagin's

remarks hint at his awareness of his precarious position and the heavy expectations

placed on him by the city's residents, further complicating Sarah's understanding of her

role in this recovery narrative.

3.Question:

What challenges does Sarah face in her role as a senior writer for the

city administration, and how do these reflect broader themes of recovery

in post-Katrina New Orleans?

In her role, Sarah encounters multiple challenges, such as bureaucratic

inefficiencies and the demanding nature of managing public relations amidst

widespread criticism of Nagin's administration. The 'governmental

constipation' that Nagin refers to symbolizes the broader issues plaguing

New Orleans' recovery efforts—systemic inefficiency and a lack of

accountability in reconstruction processes. Sarah struggles to produce

meaningful narratives about recovery while witnessing firsthand the lack of

tangible progress for families like her own and other displaced citizens. This

conflict between crafting an inspiring story and the grim reality of many

residents' lives reflects the complexities and disillusionments surrounding

post-Katrina recovery, emphasizing both the hope and the failures of

political promises.

4.Question:

How does Sarah's personal background, particularly her family’s

experiences and decisions, influence her perspective on the city's
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struggles post-Katrina?

Sarah's personal background deeply influences her perspective on New

Orleans' post-Katrina landscape. Her family’s struggles with displacement

illustrate the emotional toll of the hurricane and the ongoing recovery

challenges. The delays and complications surrounding her mother's Road

Home application highlight systemic obstacles and the bureaucratic failures

that many families experience. Sarah's memories of the Yellow House and

her mother's determination to own a home instill in her a sense of urgency

and responsibility to tell authentic stories of recovery. Furthermore, her

upbringing in a predominantly black city with a rich cultural heritage shapes

her understanding of community and identity, prompting her to pay close

attention to the narratives of marginalized individuals during her time in city

hall.

5.Question:

How does the tension between Sarah's journalistic integrity and her role

within the city's administration manifest throughout her experiences in

this chapter?

The tension between Sarah's journalistic integrity and her work in the city

administration is palpable throughout her experiences. Despite being tasked

with portraying a hopeful narrative of recovery, she often feels that the

reality contradicts the messages she's instructed to communicate. Her

commitment to truth is challenged by the need to be an effective mouthpiece

for Nagin, especially when he delivers controversial remarks or when the
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administration's actions undermine public perception. Sarah’s discomfort

with the political rhetoric she must promote, like the emphasis on progress

that is not felt on the ground—such as the housing demolitions and the

struggles of the homeless—creates an internal conflict. This struggle

ultimately propels her to leave her position, as she feels trapped between the

need to uphold the city’s image and her desire to advocate for genuine

stories of the city’s residents.

chapter 24 | Sojourner | Q&A

1.Question:

What prompted the narrator’s return to New Orleans in winter 2011?

The narrator decided to return to New Orleans due to a combination of personal and

professional reasons. After six years post-Hurricane Katrina (referred to as 'Water'), she

felt a deep longing to reconnect with her mother and her roots. The dissolution of her

romantic relationship left her feeling emotionally devastated, prompting her to seek

comfort and grounding in her familial home. Her experience working in a global

nonprofit and grappling with the loss of her dreams contributed to her desire to return

and find a sense of belonging.

2.Question:

How does the narrator describe her emotional state following her breakup?

The narrator describes her emotional state after the breakup as one filled with grief and

confusion, equating the end of her relationship to a profound loss akin to death. She

experiences a range of intense emotions, including panic attacks, loss of appetite, and a
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sense of aimlessness, wandering the streets of Harlem without direction or purpose. Her

grief manifests as a physical and mental struggle, where she finds herself crying in

various public settings and feeling a deep ache for someone who is still alive but has

suddenly exited her life.

3.Question:

What role does the narrator's family play in her journey back to New

Orleans?

The narrator's family acts as a central anchor and source of motivation for

her return to New Orleans. During her journey, she stops to reconnect with

her siblings and mother, seeking to weave back together the frayed edges of

her family's narrative. Conversations with her mother about legacy and the

importance of listening to family stories highlight the significance of

familial ties. The narrator’s visits to her siblings in California and Texas

represent a desire to reconnect with her roots, culminating in a deeper

understanding of her family dynamics and personal identity.

4.Question:

What significance does the 'Yellow House' hold in the narrator's

memories?

The 'Yellow House' serves as a powerful symbol of the narrator's childhood,

family history, and the trauma of loss. It represents not only physical space

but also the emotional landscape of her family's experiences, particularly in

relation to Hurricane Katrina. The house is recalled with a mix of nostalgia

and grief, indicative of both cherished memories and the deep-seated pain
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from its destruction. The narrator’s dream of attempting to 'bang down' its

locked door symbolizes her unresolved feelings about the past and her desire

to resurrect and reclaim her family's legacy.

5.Question:

How does the narrator’s mother influence her perspective on family and

legacy?

The narrator’s mother plays a pivotal role in shaping her understanding of

family legacy and the importance of preserving stories. Through her

encouragement to reconnect with family members and her own reflections

on what she wants to leave behind, the narrator's mother emphasizes the

significance of listening to each other's stories. Her advice about patience

and understanding during communication reflects a desire for unity among

family members. This influence prompts the narrator to acknowledge her

family’s history and to document it, which ultimately brings her closer to her

own identity.
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chapter 25 | Saint Peter | Q&A

1.Question:

What significance does the French Quarter hold in Sarah Broom's story and her

personal identity?

The French Quarter serves as a complex symbol in Sarah Broom's narrative, acting as

the heartbeat of New Orleans while also representing contradictions in identity and

belonging. It is a space where she seeks to establish her own connection to the city and

its rich history, reflecting on how it encapsulates the culture and mythology of New

Orleans. Despite the beauty and vibrant life of the Quarter, Broom acknowledges that it

has historically excluded black residents like her family, highlighting a legacy of

segregation and economic disparity. This juxtaposed reality reveals her yearning for

connection to history while grappling with her family's position within the broader

narrative of the city.

2.Question:

Can you describe the atmosphere and sensory experiences Broom conveys about

living in her new apartment in the French Quarter?

Broom paints a vivid picture of her new life in the French Quarter through sensory

details. From her balcony, she describes the sounds of music and crowds that spill onto

the street, particularly the performances by Doreen, the clarinetist, and the lively

interactions happening below. The blend of laughter, city noises, and the smell of food

creates an immersive experience of life in the Quarter. The apartment itself is a mix of

historical charm and modern-day realities, where she feels the noise and activity of the

street come inside. The insightful observations about her environment reflect a deep
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appreciation for the vibrancy of the neighborhood, while also acknowledging the harsh

realities that accompany it.

3.Question:

What kinds of memories and connections does Broom reflect on as she

enters her new apartment?

As Broom enters her new apartment, she is flooded with memories that link

her past to her present. She recalls experiences from her childhood, like

school field trips to the French Quarter, and the routes she took while

working in the area as a teenager. She also remembers her family's history

and how they have participated in the labor that keeps the city vibrant. The

green metal door becomes a 'lever of memory,' symbolizing her journey

from the outside world into a space intimately connected to her family

history and her own life story. This connection underscores her desire to

discover and reclaim her place within the fabric of the city's narrative.

4.Question:

How does Broom navigate her relationships with her family members in

this chapter?

In this chapter, Broom's interactions with her family are marked by both

support and curiosity. Her mother, who helps her move in, brings a nurturing

presence, ensuring that Broom feels settled in her new home. The arrival of

her brothers, Michael, Carl, and Eddie, brings a mix of humor, concern, and

familial dynamics. Each brother adds their own flavor to the

scene—Michael's protectiveness regarding her safety, Carl's humor as he
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jokes about wearing a mask for protection, and Eddie's commentary about

the city's changes and potential dangers. These exchanges reveal the

complexity of their relationships, where affection is intertwined with a

shared history and a sense of responsibility toward one another.

5.Question:

What commentary does Broom offer about the nature of crime and

safety in the French Quarter?

Broom comments on the changing nature of crime and safety in the French

Quarter, where there is a juxtaposition between the desired romanticism and

the emerging dangers. Her family discussions highlight a shift in the

formerly sacred spaces of the Quarter, indicating that crime is now more

prevalent and perceptible even in tourist-heavy areas. Her brothers discuss

the history of safety in the neighborhood versus the current state, suggesting

that visitors to the French Quarter may not be aware of the risks. Broom's

reflections serve to illustrate the underlying tensions of wanting to embrace

the allure of the French Quarter while remaining aware of its shortcomings

and the realities of life for its residents.

chapter 26 | McCoy | Q&A

1.Question:

What motivated the narrator to drive to New Orleans East to visit Carl?

The narrator regularly abandoned her French Quarter apartment to visit Carl, who could

reliably be found in New Orleans East. The vibrant personal connection with Carl, who
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plays a significant role in her life, is a strong motivator for these visits.

2.Question:

How does the narrative describe the geographic and atmospheric

differences between the French Quarter and New Orleans East?

The French Quarter is depicted as a land of mythologized sophistication,

while New Orleans East is presented as a more raw and unrefined wilderness

where the city's dysfunctions are visible. The East is described as dark and

dangerous, with mentions of murder and dangerous wildlife like

rattlesnakes. This contrast emphasizes the narrator's complex relationship

with place.

3.Question:

What does the narrator’s experience at Resthaven Cemetery reveal

about the post-Katrina environment?

The experience at Resthaven Cemetery highlights the neglect and decay in

the post-Katrina environment. The cemetery, which had no groundskeeper

for six years, represents a loss of care and order, reflecting how the disaster

altered the landscape of the city. The waterlogged books and absence of a

caretaker signify a collective forgetting of the dead, and the narrator's

struggle to find her friend Alvin's grave emphasizes the disconnection and

chaos present in the community.

4.Question:

What role does Carl’s living situation on McCoy Street play in his
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identity and the narrator's perception of him?

Carl's living situation in a rundown area, referred to with humor as a

'chicken shack' or 'lil room,' reflects his self-sufficiency and independence,

as well as his desire to remain undiscovered by outsiders. This environment

shapes the narrator's perception of Carl as someone who thrives in isolation

but also suggests a certain level of dysfunction or survival against the odds.

This setting invites complex emotions from the narrator as she balances care

for Carl with concern for the circumstances surrounding him.

5.Question:

What are the implications of the conversation between the narrator and

her mother during their visit to Carl’s place?

The conversation during the visit serves as a critique of Carl's living

conditions and highlights the mother's maternal instincts to want to improve

his space, reflecting generational differences in attitudes toward home and

stability. The mother's comments about cleaning and furnishing Carl's space

reveal a desire for domesticity and care that contrasts with Carl's laid-back

attitude towards his living situation. This interaction not only deepens the

narrative's exploration of family relationships but also raises questions about

responsibility, independence, and the notion of 'home' in a fractured city.

chapter 27 | Photo Op | Q&A

1.Question:

What does the author reflect on regarding her experiences as a tourist in New
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Orleans, and how does this connect with her current life in the French Quarter?

The author, Sarah M. Broom, reflects on her past experiences of being a

tourist in her hometown, New Orleans, particularly in the French Quarter.

She recounts specific moments where she and her family took photos in

iconic locations, creating a sense of nostalgia and connection to an

interesting past. Now, as she lives in the French Quarter and rents out her

apartment on Airbnb, she notes the irony of becoming a 'tourist' in her own

right, offering experiences to strangers while feeling disconnected from her

roots in New Orleans East. This duality illustrates her complicated

relationship with her identity and heritage, as she grapples with the

commercialization of her hometown while yearning for a deeper connection

to her history.

2.Question:

How does Broom describe her mother’s visits to her apartment, and

what do these visits reveal about their relationship and her mother’s

perspective on life?

Broom describes her mother's visits to her apartment in the French Quarter

as joyful yet complex. Initially, her mother finds delight in the vibrant

atmosphere and the peculiarities of the Quarter, such as the daily street

cleaning and the sounds of parades. These visits serve as a bonding

experience, allowing them to explore the city together and temporarily forget

their hardships. However, her mother’s reflections also reveal her feelings of

uprootedness and longing for stability, as she equates Broom’s life as a
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'nomad' due to her transient living situation. The visits highlight a pivotal

moment in their relationship, where they share both excitement and the

shared burden of their family's struggles after the devastation of Hurricane

Katrina.

3.Question:

What challenges does Broom face regarding her mother’s housing

situation, particularly in connection with the Road Home program?

Broom describes the struggle her family faces with the Road Home program,

an initiative designed to assist hurricane victims in recovering their homes.

Her mother’s attempts to reclaim her home in New Orleans East have been

met with frustration—an endless cycle of lost paperwork, changing

attorneys, and bureaucratic hurdles that render the process nearly impossible.

Even years after the program's inception, it is depicted as a source of

exhaustion and disparity, particularly for Black applicants who faced

discrimination. This representation emphasizes the toll of systemic obstacles

on her mother’s mental health and highlights the broader issues of housing

injustice faced by marginalized communities after the hurricane.

4.Question:

How does the author explore the idea of cultural appropriation in New

Orleans, particularly in relation to tourism and commercialization?

Broom delves into the tensions between New Orleans' rich cultural history

and its commodification for tourism. She critiques the way the city’s famed

culture—such as parades and street performances—has become a product
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that can be bought and sold, separating authentic cultural expressions from

their original contexts. This commercialization manifests in how second

lines and other cultural symbols can be organized for tourist experiences,

reducing complex traditions to mere entertainment. She uses specific

examples, like the Black Indian costumes becoming props for tourist

photographs, to illustrate how the essence of cultural phenomena is

overshadowed by a desire to monetize them, thus masking the city's

underlying socio-economic challenges.

5.Question:

What existential questions does Broom raise about belonging and

identity, especially regarding who can tell the story of a place?

Broom grapples with profound questions about belonging, identity, and the

narrative ownership of her hometown. She contemplates who has the 'rights'

to tell the story of New Orleans: is it those who remain, enduring the city’s

challenges, or those who leave and return with different perspectives?

Broom expresses her insecurities about her voice and her authenticity when

discussing the city, fearing that criticism could undermine her ties to her

own history. This introspection reveals her struggle to reconcile her past

with her present, questioning the complexities of identity shaped by

geography, experience, and societal expectations.
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chapter 28 | Investigations | Q&A

1.Question:

What historical insights did Sarah Broom uncover about her French Quarter

apartment through the Williams Research Center?

Sarah Broom discovered that her apartment located at the corner of Royal and St. Peter

Streets has a rich history dating back to 1795. It was initially owned by a free woman of

color named Marianne Brion, who inherited the property from her mother Nanette, a

former slave granted manumission for loyalty. This historical background highlights the

presence of free people of color in property ownership during a time when such a status

was rare, particularly under Spanish rule.

2.Question:

What misconceptions did the bookstore owner have about New Orleans East and

its history?

The bookstore owner suggested that New Orleans East had no history because it was

'too young.' This perspective is flawed; Broom argues that all places inherently carry

histories, regardless of their perceived age. It highlights a broader issue of

marginalization in historical narratives, where the stories of certain communities are

overlooked or deemed unimportant, as they do not align with dominant historical

accounts.

3.Question:

How does Broom illustrate the challenges faced by residents of New Orleans in

accessing historical and public spaces like libraries?
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Broom describes her experience at the main branch of the New Orleans Public Library,

where the atmosphere is uncomfortable due to the presence of homeless individuals.

The situation at the library reflects societal attitudes towards poverty and public spaces,

as many people view homeless patrons as an eyesore, leading to calls for police

presence instead of addressing the systemic issues of homelessness and public health.

The library rules, which focus on maintaining an appearance of cleanliness and order,

further marginalize those in need, making research difficult for individuals like Broom.

4.Question:

What frustrations did Broom face while trying to understand the zoning

and planning policies related to her family home?

Broom faced significant difficulties when meeting with city planners who

struggled to answer her questions about how residential areas became

industrial zones. The polite yet unassertive responses of the staff frustrated

her, as they often resorted to theoretical jargon rather than addressing the

practical implications of zoning. This encounter illustrates the disconnect

between policy and the lived realities of residents, particularly in

marginalized communities.

5.Question:

What did Broom learn about the concept of 'legal nonconforming use'

during her discussions with city planners?

In her conversations with city planners, Broom learned that her family’s

house in New Orleans East is classified as a 'legal nonconforming use'

within a light industrial zone. This term indicates that while residential
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properties exist in an area designated for industrial use, they are exceptions

to the zoning rules. This realization emphasizes the precarious existence of

her family’s home amidst industrial encroachment, revealing the

complexities and challenges faced by residents in advocating for their rights

and living conditions.

chapter 29 | Phantoms | Q&A

1.Question:

What significant event does Carl inform the narrator about at the beginning of

Chapter 29?

Carl calls from New Orleans East to inform the narrator that the marshes are burning

and that there's more smoke in the sky than sunlight, which indicates a serious

ecological disturbance. This conversation sets the tone for the chapter, contrasting the

environmental crisis with the personal tragedy the narrator is about to recount.

2.Question:

Who was Antonio "Tony" Miller and what tragic fate did he meet?

Antonio 'Tony' Miller was the narrator's cousin, the son of her father's niece. He was

murdered at the age of twenty-one in a violent incident outside a restaurant where he

had gone to pick up his paycheck. His death is a critical point in the chapter, illustrating

the rampant gun violence affecting the community.

3.Question:

How does the narrator reflect on the state of gun violence in New Orleans?

The narrator presents a sobering analysis of the escalating gun violence in New Orleans
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by recounting multiple incidents of tragic fatalities, including children being shot. She

discusses Mayor Mitch Landrieu's attempts to address the violence through initiatives

like midnight basketball games and curfews, but she critiques these efforts as

superficial solutions that fail to tackle deeper systemic issues such as inadequate

education and job opportunities.

4.Question:

What emotional moment does the narrator describe during Tony's

funeral?

At Tony's funeral, the narrator witnesses the mourning of young men who

are visibly pained, mirroring her experience at a previous funeral for another

friend, Alvin. The emotional weight is further highlighted by her

observations of the pallbearers and the process of sealing Tony's tomb. She

reflects on the rarity of their presence to witness the burial and the stark

realization of losing friends to violence or incarceration.

5.Question:

What insight does the narrator gain regarding her cousin James while

reflecting on their correspondence?

The narrator reflects on her complex relationship with her cousin James,

who is serving a long prison sentence. She notes that their exchanges, which

started with vibrant, handwritten letters, have diminished over time,

reflecting a growing distance and emotional disconnect. This prompts her to

contemplate their shared past, the impact of their lives on one another, and

the painful reality of prison life, ultimately leading her to the painful
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acknowledgment of how survival feels 'unlawful' given James's

circumstances.

chapter 30 | Dark Night, Wilson | Q&A

1.Question:

What does the narrative reveal about the condition of the street where the Yellow

House used to stand?

The narrative describes the street as primarily decaying in small, cumulative ways that

go unnoticed initially. Broken pipes create puddles that look familiar and are just an

aspect of the area's deterioration. The once-lively street is now marked by broken-down

vehicles and a missing laundromat that served as a refuge post-Hurricane Betsy in

1965. The area, which is transitioning into a junkyard with abandoned properties, is

indicative of the broader decay facing neighborhoods post-disaster.

2.Question:

How do the characters Michael, Carl, and the narrator relate to the remnants of

their past living on Wilson?

The characters symbolize connections to their past as they revisit the site of the Yellow

House. Michael arrives freshly dressed for a job interview, displaying a sense of

determination, while Carl brings a Long Island iced tea for camaraderie. Together, they

reminisce about their childhood, prove their continued connection to 4121 Wilson by

receiving mail there, and explore imaginative possibilities for revitalizing the area.

Their conversations reveal a tension between nostalgia for their lost home and a

yearning for the community that once was.

3.Question:
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What role does Poochie play in the chapter, and how does he embody themes of

survival and presence within the neighborhood?

Poochie is depicted as a squatter in a house built by Mr. Will from

Mississippi, representing both the resilience of placed rootedness and the

struggles of many marginalized figures rebuilding their lives after disaster.

He is a connection to local lore, including the myths that swirl around him,

such as the presence of an anaconda in his house. Poochie symbolizes living

in the aftermath—he is proud of the remnants of the house and adds to its

narrative, suggesting that even in decay, stories persist and evolve.

4.Question:

What significance does the mailbox mentioned in the chapter hold for

Michael and his memory of the Yellow House?

The mailbox serves as a potent symbol for Michael and the characters as a

marker of identity and belonging to 4121 Wilson. Despite the house being

demolished, the mailbox's survival represents their ongoing connection to

their childhood home and their sense of dislocation. Michael's nostalgia for

the mailbox signifies the enduring legacies of their upbringing and their

willingness to maintain ties to a home that has been physically erased from

the landscape.

5.Question:

How does the chapter illustrate the theme of community amidst loss and

change?

The chapter depicts the characters gathering at the site of their former home,
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each bringing their unique memories and stories, which creates a shared

community experience. Conversations among Michael, Carl, and the

narrator emphasize resilience and hope for a communal future, even as they

navigate the physical evidence of loss and decay. The presence of other

neighborhood figures, such as Poochie and Little Bit, underscores the idea

that while individual homes may be lost, the collective memory and the

relationships forged in that space continue to define their identities and

foster a sense of community.
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chapter 31 | Cutting Grass | Q&A

1.Question:

What is the significance of cutting grass in this chapter, and how does it

metaphorically relate to the characters' experiences?

In this chapter, cutting grass symbolizes an effort to maintain a semblance of beauty

and order in a world characterized by neglect and potential loss. It represents the

characters' desire to assert their presence and identity in a landscape that is under threat

of being declared blighted and, ultimately, taken away. For Carl, Monique, and

Michael, cutting grass is not just a physical task; it is a ritual that connects them to their

family's history and land. It signifies their resistance against the inevitability of change,

particularly amidst the tensions of urban decay and societal neglect. Additionally, the

act serves as a metaphor for their emotional struggles: Carl, especially, is trying to

control his environment and maintain a connection to his past while confronting the

painful realities of their current situation.

2.Question:

How does the character of Carl exemplify the struggles faced by the community in

the narrative?

Carl embodies the frustrations and resilience of individuals living in a community that

is failing to thrive. His actions while cutting the grass reflect his attempt to reclaim a

sense of ownership and pride in a neighborhood marked by despair and potential loss.

He is weary from the challenges that come with maintaining both his family legacy and

his mental state amidst the tumult caused by characters like Poochie, who represent the

chaos and discord within their environment. Carl's outburst towards Poochie illustrates
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the personal conflicts that arise when individuals feel their territory and way of life are

being threatened. Despite his frustrations, Carl's dedication to cutting the grass serves as

a form of defiance against the overwhelming feelings of hopelessness that accompany

their circumstances.

3.Question:

What role does Monique play in this chapter, and how does her

perspective enhance the reader's understanding of the family dynamic?

Monique functions as an observer and participant in the family dynamics

during the grass-cutting event, providing insights into the relationships

among the characters. Her engagement in cutting the grass represents her

youthful curiosity and desire to connect with her family and heritage.

Through Monique's eyes, the reader witnesses the interactions between Carl,

Michael, and others, revealing layers of care, frustration, and protectiveness

within their familial bonds. Her reflections on the landscape and memories

of childhood serve to deepen the emotional resonance of the narrative,

highlighting the delicate balance between nostalgia, loss, and the pressing

reality of their present lives. The way Monique enjoys the act of cutting

grass yet is simultaneously struck by the weight of history and loss speaks to

the complexity of family identity and the struggle to navigate the past.

4.Question:

Analyze the conflict between Carl and Poochie as depicted in the

chapter. What does this altercation reveal about the community

dynamics?
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The confrontation between Carl and Poochie serves to illuminate the

underlying tensions within the community. Poochie’s attempts to assert

control over his sphere represent a challenge to Carl's leadership and

authority over the area they share. This conflict exposes the fragmentation

and competition that can arise in marginalized communities where

individuals find themselves vying for recognition and belonging. Carl's

frustration with Poochie highlights a struggle over identities and claims to

space, as both characters grapple with their relationship to the land and each

other. Carl’s aggression illustrates the pent-up frustration of feeling

marginalized himself, and the violent clash symbolizes the pressures of

living in a neighborhood devoid of resources and support—where personal

grievances can escalate rapidly. The incident reflects broader themes of

hierarchy, social tension, and the need for community cohesion amidst

adversity.

5.Question:

What does the chapter suggest about the impact of place and memory

on identity, particularly in relation to Carl and Monique?

The chapter emphasizes the profound connection between place, memory,

and identity. For Carl, the act of cutting grass is tied to a landscape that

holds the stories and legacies of his family, symbolizing a protective stance

over not just the physical territory but the memories and identity that it

fosters. Monique's reflections on the space suggest her quest to understand

her heritage and her place within this lineage. Through the act of caring for
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the land, both characters actively engage in the process of identity

formation; they resist the forces that threaten to erase their existence from

the narrative of the neighborhood. The chapter illustrates how memory can

anchor individuals in their history, shaping their responses to the present,

and reveals that maintaining a connection to place is integral to how they

define themselves in a world that often disregards their significance.


