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Under The Mesquite Summary
Growing through loss and embracing resilience.
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About the book

In "Under the Mesquite," Guadalupe Garcia McCall masterfully intertwines

the beauty and struggle of a young girl's life as she navigates the

complexities of family, culture, and loss in a poignant coming-of-age tale.

Set against the backdrop of the Texas borderlands, the story follows Lupita,

a Mexican-American girl whose journey is marked by her love for her

family, particularly her ailing mother, and her passion for storytelling and

poetry. Through evocative prose and lyrical vignettes, McCall invites

readers to explore themes of identity, resilience, and the powerful connection

to one's roots, all while embracing the bittersweet moments that shape a life.

This deeply moving narrative not only illuminates the challenges faced by

immigrant families but also celebrates the strength found in family bonds

and the enduring spirit that emerges from hardship. Prepare to be captivated

by Lupita's voice as she transforms her pain into art, reminding us that even

amidst life's trials, the beauty of hope and love can flourish.
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About the author

Guadalupe Garcia McCall is an acclaimed author and educator known for

her poignant storytelling and profound exploration of cultural identity,

particularly in the context of the Mexican-American experience. Born in

Mexico and later immigrating to the United States, McCall's own life

experiences deeply inform her writing, allowing her to convey rich

narratives that resonate with themes of family, loss, and resilience. She is a

recipient of several prestigious literary awards, and her work has garnered

critical acclaim for its lyrical prose and authentic voice. In her novel "Under

the Mesquite," McCall masterfully weaves the complexities of a young girl's

journey through grief and self-discovery, illustrating her deep commitment

to representing underrepresented voices in literature.
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Chapter 1 Summary: the story of us

In Chapter 1 of "Under The Mesquite" by Guadalupe Garcia McCall, we

 meet Lupita, a high school freshman living in Eagle Pass, Texas. The

chapter opens with a vivid scene of Lupita watching her mother, whom she

affectionately calls Mami, engrossed in her favorite telenovela. This moment

sets a warm, familial backdrop as Lupita navigates her own thoughts and the

small secrets of growing up. Taking advantage of her mother’s distraction,

Lupita sneaks into Mami’s bedroom, rummaging through an old purse

tucked away in the closet. Curiosity drives her to uncover documents like

birth certificates and a marriage license, but she yearns for something

deeper—answers to the secrets she believes Mami is hiding.

Instead, Lupita accidentally finds a shriveled object that turns out to be her

umbilical cord, cherished by Mami as a symbol of their bond. This

transformative moment shatters her initial revulsion, as Mami lovingly

explains its significance. The conversation shifts from embarrassment to a

deepening connection, illustrating the theme of family ties and love. Mami's

revelation about keeping her umbilical cord as a treasure redefines Lupita's

understanding of their relationship. 

However, the chapter quickly transitions to a more sobering reality when

Lupita talks with her best friend, Mireya, on the way home from school.

Mireya bluntly mentions that Lupita's mother is battling cancer, triggering
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an emotional response from Lupita. In her shock, she lashes out, trying to

reject Mireya's harsh reality, revealing her struggle to deal with the

impending possibility of loss. The conversation underscores the fear and

uncertainty that come with serious illness, suggesting that while Lupita is

surrounded by love, she also grapples with the weight of painful truths that

threaten that love.

This chapter serves as a poignant introduction to the journey ahead, blending

innocence with the confrontations of growing up, familial bonds, and the

looming specter of loss. Through her interactions with Mami and Mireya,

Lupita's character begins to unfold, demonstrating her resilience and

determination to protect herself from the emotional turmoil surrounding her

mother’s health. It beautifully balances moments of warmth and humor with

the deeper struggles of life, establishing a rich emotional landscape for the

story to explore.

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Chapter 2 Summary: thorns

In Chapter 2 of "Under The Mesquite" by Guadalupe Garcia McCall, we are

 introduced to the narrator's early life and her family's journey. Born

unexpectedly at home in Piedras Negras, Mexico, the narrator reflects on her

childhood, filled with joyful memories alongside her siblings—sister

Analiza, followed by Victoria and brother Paco. After six years, the family

uproots to the United States, settling in Eagle Pass, Texas, where life appears

to be a realization of the "American Dream." 

Their backyard features a tall mulberry tree planted by Papi for shade, and

Mami has cultivated a vibrant garden of roses that extends to the street.

However, there’s a stark change in Mami’s demeanor. A thorny mesquite

bush has taken root in her beloved rose garden, becoming a source of

frustration despite her repeated attempts to remove it. This thorny plant

symbolizes resilience, frustrating yet persistent, and mirrors Mami's

struggles as she grapples with change.

One day, overwhelmed, Mami weeps over the stubborn mesquite. The

narrator, feeling the weight of her mother’s sorrow, comforts her. Papi steps

in gently, suggesting that they leave the mesquite alone, emphasizing that

it’s natural for the tree to be tenacious. He believes that one day Mami will

appreciate the mesquite’s strength alongside her delicate roses. Despite

Papi’s optimism, there's an underlying tension as he prepares to leave for a
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carpentry job, and Mami’s increasing troubles suggest deeper issues within

the family. The chapter highlights themes of resilience, the complexity of

immigration, and the bittersweet nature of growth and change in family

dynamics.
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Chapter 3: chismosa

In Chapter 3 of "Under the Mesquite" by Guadalupe Garcia McCall, the

 protagonist, Lupita, navigates her complex family dynamics and the

emotional turmoil surrounding her mother's ill health while also pursuing

her passion for drama. This chapter reveals key themes such as the struggles

of growing up, the weight of family responsibilities, and the bonds of love

and loyalty.

Lupita’s eavesdropping on her mother, Mami, leads to a confrontation that

uncovers her mother's disappointment in silence and unspoken secrets.

Mami stresses that some truths are beyond Lupita's understanding, even

though Lupita longs to support her family. Their interaction shows a mix of

maternal care and the weight of expectations placed upon Lupita as the

eldest daughter. Mami's emotional vulnerability while facing her illness

resonates with Lupita, deepening her worries about her mother's health.

School life contrasts sharply with family struggles as Lupita engages in

drama, receiving encouragement from her teacher, Mr. Cortés, who provides
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Chapter 4 Summary: the talk

In Chapter 4 of "Under The Mesquite," Lupita finds herself engulfed in a

 discussion with her best friend, Mireya, about her mother’s battle with

cancer. The chapter opens with Mireya delivering a harsh reality: she

believes Lupita’s mother is going to die. This statement shocks Lupita, who

struggles to maintain her denial and hope for her mother's recovery. As the

girls walk home from school, Mireya presses Lupita about the seriousness of

her mother’s condition, emphasizing that many people with cancer do not

survive. 

Lupita feels a mix of anger and pain as she grapples with the possibility of

losing her mother. She tries to evade the conversation, expressing her hurt

by declaring she can no longer be friends with Mireya. This moment reflects

the deep emotional turmoil that Lupita is experiencing—fearing the worst

but also wanting to cling to her mother and the dreams of life that still exist.

Mireya, while blunt, seems to have good intentions, aiming to prepare

Lupita for what might come, but her words only add more weight to Lupita's

fears.

The chapter captures the tension between childhood innocence and painful

realities, showcasing a theme of friendship strained by fear and

misunderstanding. Lupita’s reactions reveal her vulnerability and the

instinctive need to protect herself from the harsh truths of illness and loss,
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while Mireya’s perspective brings a sobering reminder of the fragility of life.

This emotional moment hints at the deep bond between the friends and the

challenges they both face as they navigate difficult conversations and life

changes together.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Navigating difficult conversations about loss is crucial to

emotional growth.

Critical Interpretation: Embracing the tough conversations about loss

and frailty, as Lupita experiences with Mireya, can inspire you to

confront your own fears and uncertainties in life. Rather than

retreating into denial, facing the reality of difficult situations, like the

illness of a loved one, helps cultivate resilience and understanding.

This chapter serves as a reminder that while such discussions can be

painful, they are also essential for emotional growth and forging

deeper connections with others, ultimately enabling you to cherish the

moments and relationships that matter most.
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Chapter 5 Summary: the sacrifice

In Chapter 5 of "Under the Mesquite" by Guadalupe Garcia McCall, the

 protagonist, Lupita, finds herself grappling with fear and faith as she

prepares for her confirmation at Sacred Heart Church. Every Wednesday, she

attends catechism classes, a routine that becomes tinged with a sense of

urgency due to her mother, Mami, facing imminent surgery to remove

cancer from her uterus. As Lupita kneels in the chapel praying for a miracle,

she expresses her desperation and willingness to dedicate her life to God in

exchange for Mami's life. This moment reveals her deep love for her mother,

underscoring the theme of sacrifice and the bittersweet nature of faith.

Lupita shares her sorrow with her friend Victoria, who understands the

weight of their shared experience, as word of Mami’s illness has spread.

Their bond in this moment highlights the importance of friendship during

times of crisis. Later, a nun enters their class, sparking hope in Lupita’s heart

as she considers devoting her life to religious service. She raises her hand,

filled with a glimmer of joy amid her worries.

However, when the nuns visit her home to ask Mami for permission to take

Lupita to a convent and teach her to become a nun, the situation takes a turn.

Mami refuses, insisting on a different path for Lupita: attending community

college and pursuing her passion for writing. This rejection leaves Lupita

devastated, feeling as if her desires and fears are being dismissed. In a
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heated moment, she lashes out at Mami, unable to articulate the fear of loss

that consumes her. Mami responds with empathy, urging her to trust that this

choice is made out of love and with Lupita's future in mind.

This chapter intricately weaves the themes of faith, familial love, and the

struggle between personal dreams and responsibilities. Lupita's journey of

growth and self-identity is deeply explored as she navigates the complexities

of maturity, loss, and hope in the face of uncertainty.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The power of sacrifice for love and faith

Critical Interpretation: In this chapter, you're reminded of the profound

impact that love and sacrifice can have on our lives. Just as Lupita

fervently prays for her mother's health, her willingness to dedicate

herself to a higher purpose highlights the strength of faith during

turbulent times. This moment encourages you to reflect on the

sacrifices you make for the people you love and how those acts can

shape your own identity and choices. Embracing the idea that true love

often requires us to let go of our personal desires for the greater good

can inspire you to approach your own relationships with compassion

and understanding, especially when faced with challenges.
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Chapter 6: six years old

In Chapter 6 of "Under The Mesquite" by Guadalupe Garcia McCall, the

 narrative unfolds through the eyes of a six-year-old girl, steeped in

memories of her family life in Piedras Negras, Mexico. We first see Mami,

the children's mother, who is pregnant and grappling with cravings for

nopales en salsa. Her maternal warmth is on display, as she gathers her four

children to embark on an adventure to find the desired cacti. This moment

highlights Mami's nurturing character and the close-knit dynamic of the

family, as they cross a busy street together, evoking a sense of carefree

childhood innocence.

As the chapter progresses, a shift occurs in Mami’s demeanor; a weight of

worry hangs over her, contrasting with the lively earlier scene. Despite the

blooming beauty of spring, her distracted mind becomes more palpable, and

her children sense her emotional burden. While they engage in games with

their friends, the presence of Mami’s close companions reveals an unspoken

concern for her well-being. The narrator’s experience of sleepless nights,

listening to Mami’s muffled cries, gives us insight into the family's
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Chapter 7 Summary: the gift of words

In Chapter 7 of "Under The Mesquite" by Guadalupe Garcia McCall, we

 delve deeper into the complex life of Lupita, a young girl navigating the

challenges of family, cultural identity, and personal aspirations. The chapter

opens with a nostalgic reflection on her childhood in Mexico, particularly

the bond with her father, Papi, who instilled in her the belief that she

possessed a “gift of words.” Their shared moments of writing and learning

about the English language reveal a tender connection, despite the looming

uncertainties of moving to the United States.

As the narrative shifts to Lupita's present, we see her grappling with

profound challenges at school and home. Mr. Cortés encourages her to seize

the opportunity for the school play, recognizing her potential and the

emotional depth she brings to acting. This moment becomes a catalyst for

her to confront her feelings about her mother's illness, a shadow that looms

over her life. With tears spilling over, she reveals her heartbreak regarding

her mother’s cancer, voicing her fears of losing her and the strain it puts on

their family dynamic. Mr. Cortés’ advice reminds her of the therapeutic

value of art, nudging her to channel her pain into her performances.

Lupita's relationship with her friends also comes into focus, particularly with

Mireya and Sarita. Their interactions reflect the struggles of cultural identity;

Lupita feels the pressure to conform to cultural expectations while also

Scan to Download

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


wanting to express her individuality. After a harsh confrontation about her

speech and supposed rejection of her culture, she grapples with feelings of

alienation, further complicated by her familial responsibilities.

Amidst these emotional landscapes, a poignant moment arises when Lupita

finds her childhood umbilical cord, a talisman of connection and heritage,

emphasizing the unconditional love between her and her mother. This

encounter reveals a deeper layer of their relationship, showcasing the

sacrifices and hopes inherent in familial bonds.

The chapter culminates in a powerful exploration of the themes of identity,

loss, and resilience. Lupita wrestles with the fear of her mother's mortality,

her struggle for self-acceptance in a cultural context, and the bittersweet

beauty of family ties. Through her experiences, readers gain insight into her

journey of self-discovery and the transformative power of art as a means to

cope with life’s hardships. Ultimately, this chapter evokes a sense of hope as

Lupita contemplates the enduring strength of her roots while facing the

uncharted future ahead.

Aspect Details

Chapter Title Chapter 7 of "Under The Mesquite"

Main Character Lupita

Setting Childhood in Mexico and present-day challenges in the United States
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Aspect Details

Key
Relationships Father (Papi), Mother, Friends (Mireya, Sarita)

Central
Themes Family, Cultural Identity, Personal Aspirations, Loss, Resilience

Significant
Events

Nostalgic reflections on childhood, participation in school play,
confrontation of mother's illness

Art as a Theme Encouragement from Mr. Cortés to use acting as a coping
mechanism for emotional pain

Cultural
Struggles

Pressure to conform to cultural expectations vs. desire for
individuality

Key Symbol Childhood umbilical cord representing connection and heritage

Climax of the
Chapter

Lupita's deep emotional reflection on her mother's cancer and family
dynamics

Conclusion Exploration of identity, familial bonds, and hopeful contemplation of
the future
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Chapter 8 Summary: en los estados unidos

In Chapter 8 of "Under the Mesquite" by Guadalupe Garcia McCall, we see

 themes of cultural identity, childhood, and the complexities of growing up

as Lupita, the protagonist, navigates her dual existence between two worlds:

the vibrant, rich Mexican heritage she experiences in Piedras Negras, and the

conforming life of a Mexican-American girl in the United States. 

The chapter opens with Lupita reflecting on her experiences in the U.S.,

highlighting the struggle of reconciling her identity. She recalls training her

tongue to speak in a way that felt unnatural, longing for the home-cooked

meals of her abuelita, and the joy of the matachines dances, which are vivid

reminders of her rich cultural roots. Despite being told they are lucky to

have two homes, her longing for the familiar warmth of Mexico is palpable.

A significant event occurs as the family makes a weekend journey to Papi’s

hometown. The excitement of returning is juxtaposed with a sense of

melancholy as Lupita notices how much has changed since their last visit.

The chapter paints vivid descriptions of the landscapes and the family

dynamics that are deeply tied to their cultural heritage. As they reach Tío

Rodrigo’s ranch, the cousins reunite, and Lupita begins to relax in familiar

surroundings, embracing the simple joys and pleasures of traditional rural

life, while also confronting her worries about her mother’s health.
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In a shift back to the challenges at home, we witness Lupita taking on

responsibilities in her family's absence. The return of her mother from

treatment brings complex emotions, as Mami is frail yet filled with love. We

see the deep admiration Lupita has for her mother as she continues with her

cooking and gardening despite her illness, demonstrating resilience and

strength. 

Amidst these domestic struggles, the chapter touches on Lupita's

adolescence, as she experiences the everyday trials of growing up and

managing family expectations. The contrast between the carefree days spent

with her cousins and the responsibilities she bears at home captures the

tension between childhood innocence and the looming demands of

adulthood. 

Through these rich narratives, the themes of familial love, cultural identity,

and the inevitable transition into adulthood resonate strongly. Lupita’s

experiences reflect the struggles and joys of growing up amid cultural

boundaries, embodying the complexity of a young girl caught between two

worlds, yet finding solace and strength in her family ties and cultural

heritage. The mesquite tree serves as a metaphor for resilience, representing

both Lupita's growth and the enduring spirit of her family as they navigate

life's challenges together.
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Chapter 9: sisters

In Chapter 9 of "Under The Mesquite," the narrator reflects on her

 relationships with her five younger sisters, painting a lively picture of their

sibling dynamics. One afternoon, filled with teenage yearning for friendship

outside the home, she asks her mother, Mami, if she can visit her friends,

Mireya and Sarita, who are twin sisters. However, Mami, busy with her

sewing, firmly says no, turning to the siblings she has created within her

broken family. She humorously insists that the narrator already has plenty of

"amiguitas"—her sisters—and even suggests using the baby, Rosita, as a

doll.

The narrator responds with frustration, revealing her weariness of the

maternal role imposed on her by circumstance. In a moment of defiance, she

smartly retorts that her sisters are Mami's kids, not hers, which lands her in

trouble and results in a hefty chore of mopping the entire house.

As the chapter unfolds, we witness the chaotic yet affectionate bond among

the sisters. The narrator likens them to pearls on a necklace, emphasizing
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Chapter 10 Summary: bebes

In Chapter 10 of "Under The Mesquite" by Guadalupe Garcia McCall, the

 complex emotions of Lupita, a young girl grieving the loss of her mother,

are set against a backdrop of family life filled with love, resilience, and

cultural ties. The chapter begins with reflections on Mami’s nurturing

nature, emphasizing her immense love for each of her children, whom she

affectionately calls her "babies." Despite the challenges of raising a large

family while Papi worked long hours to provide for them, Mami finds joy

and richness in every new life. This notion of wealth through love and

family is central to the family's identity.

As summer arrives following Lupita's high school graduation, she grapples

with the duality of celebrations overshadowed by her mother’s absence.

Although life continues to blossom around her—symbolized by the mesquite

tree’s yellow flowers—Lupita feels trapped in her sorrow, caught in a dense

fog of grief. She recalls the support of peers and teachers but finds her

emotional state difficult to navigate as she witnesses her sisters move

forward, free to enjoy their youth, while she remains paralyzed by loss.

Several poignant moments illustrate Lupita’s struggle. A conversation with

her father, Papi, reveals their shared grief and his comforting belief that

eventually, healing will come. He suggests a visit to their grandmother in

Mexico to help her reconnect with her roots, but she feels skeptical about
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how that could ease her heartache.

In a relatable scene, Lupita’s curiosity leads her to eavesdrop on Mami,

earning her a reprimand. This moment reflects Lupita’s desire to be involved

and mature while feeling the weight of her responsibilities as the eldest

sibling. Torn between childhood and adult responsibilities, she's faced with

the burden of understanding her mother’s hidden struggles, which adds

layers to her grief. 

Lupita's drama class provides both an outlet and a source of friendship, yet

even her involvement in school competitions comes with mixed feelings

about her identity. While she receives well-deserved praise for her

performance, it also stirs insecurities about her voice and accent, leading to

humorous yet revealing moments with her teacher, Mr. Cortés, as he

humorously encourages her to practice with Blow Pops to lose her accent.

As Lupita reflects on the ongoing challenges of family life, she

acknowledges the community's support in their daily struggles and the ways

they piece together meals and manage after Mami's passing. This chapter is

rich with themes of family loyalty, the journey through grief, and the

complexities of growing up in a close-knit household while navigating

personal dreams and cultural expectations. Mami’s influence remains a

constant presence, shaping both Lupita’s memories and actions, illustrating

how love, even in absence, continues to guide and impact one’s life.
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Through nature—symbolized by the mesquite tree and blooming

roses—Lupita finds the strength to keep moving forward, learning to balance

her internal struggles with external joys and responsibilities.
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Chapter 11 Summary: after the storm

In Chapter 11 of "Under The Mesquite" by Guadalupe Garcia McCall, the

 narrative unfolds in the aftermath of Mami's successful surgery to remove

cancer. Lupita and Papi anxiously wait in the hospital, and after the doctor

confirms the operation's success, the family feels a sense of relief, yet a long

road of recovery and chemotherapy lies ahead for Mami. Papi quits his job

to support her during this challenging time, showcasing the depth of their

love and dedication.

Lupita, wanting to brighten Mami’s spirits, suggests they play with her

makeup while waiting for Papi, emphasizing the bond between mother and

daughter despite the backdrop of illness. Mami, however, reveals her

vulnerability, admitting she feels haunted by "La Muerte," a ghostly figure

she believes might be after her. This moment unveils Mami's anxieties about

mortality, stirring fear not just in her, but in Lupita and Analiza as well.

The narrative shifts as Lupita visits her Abuelita in Piedras Negras, Mexico,

where she finds solace and familiarity. Here, she reflects on dreams she once

had before her mother's illness reshaped her life. Her friend Ofelia

encourages her to explore her future beyond the confines of family

obligations, a conversation that helps Lupita confront her dreams and loss

more openly.
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At Abuelita's, Lupita washes clothes and learns valuable lessons from her

grandmother. Amidst the mundane task of laundry, an insightful moment

occurs when Abuelita tells her, “Sometimes it’s best to take things down and

start all over again.” This encourages Lupita to embrace change and the

healing it can bring. Tearing out her sad poetry from her journal and letting

the pages scatter in the wind symbolizes her desire to release her grief,

making room for hope and new beginnings.

Back at home during a quiet night under the mesquite tree, Papi expresses

understanding of Lupita’s struggles with her grief after Mami's passing. He

suggests a visit to Abuelita again, urging her to reconnect with her roots and

find joy in the world around her. This poignant moment illustrates Papi's

role as a stabilizing force in Lupita’s life, propelling her towards healing

while acknowledging the complexities of loss.

Through themes of family, grief, resilience, and the passage of time, Chapter

11 captures a transformative summer for Lupita, as she navigates the delicate

balance of honoring her mother’s memory while slowly discovering her own

path forward. The chapter leaves readers with a sense of both melancholy

and hope, emphasizing the importance of connection and growth amid

adversity.
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Chapter 12: elotes

In Chapter 12 of "Under the Mesquite" by Guadalupe Garcia McCall, the

 narrative paints a poignant picture of Lupita's life during her sophomore

year, capturing her experiences with family, cultural identity, and the heavy

burden of her mother's illness. The chapter begins with a description of

summer spent anxiously watching Mami endure chemotherapy, leading to a

routine of crossing the border every Sunday to attend mass at Nuestra Señora

de Guadalupe with her father, siblings, and Abuela Inez. Their shared

prayers for Mami reflect the family's deep bond and hopefulness amidst their

struggles. The warmth and comfort found in the simple act of enjoying

elotes, or roasted corn, serve as a bittersweet reminder of resilience and

cultural connection.

Transitioning between life in the United States and Mexico, Lupita reflects

on her dual identity. She describes how difficult it is to fit into the American

school system while longing for the familiar flavors of her heritage, such as

mole and pínole made by her abuela. These contrasting experiences—school

lunches versus family meals, American history versus ancient Mexican
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Chapter 13 Summary: las telenovelas

In Chapter 13 of "Under The Mesquite," we dive into the world of Lupita

 and her relationship with her mother, Mami, as they bond over their shared

love of telenovelas. Lupita reflects on the emotional scenes in these soap

operas, noting how the women suffer yet remain glamorous—an ideal that

makes her feel inadequate with her own insecurities about her looks. Despite

this, there’s a comforting normalcy to the moment, as Mami is depicted

peeling potatoes, seemingly unaffected by her past battle with cancer. With

her health restored and no hair loss, Mami maintains a vibrant presence that

Lupita admires.

Mami's enthusiasm about Lupita’s ambitions adds a layer of warmth to their

dynamic. She dreams of seeing her daughter shine on television, a sentiment

that fills Lupita with both hope and humor. Their conversations often drift

back to Lupita's weight and beauty, highlighting Mami's nurturing nature.

As they share this special time together, they discuss the melodramatic

troubles faced by the heroines on screen, creating a sisterly bond in the midst

of life’s challenges.

The chapter captures the essence of family, resilience, and the comforting

power of shared fantasies. Mami’s humor and support shine through as she

brushes off Lupita’s self-doubt, while Papi's contrasting interests in boxing

and his frustrations with the telenovelas inject a bit of tension into the
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familial atmosphere. Through this, the narrative highlights the different ways

family members connect and support each other, all while demonstrating

that sometimes, the real drama unfolds in the lives of those we love.
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Chapter 14 Summary: drama

Chapter 14 of "Under The Mesquite" by Guadalupe Garcia McCall captures

 the protagonist Lupita's experiences in the challenging yet colorful tapestry

of her life. This chapter opens with a moment of levity in her drama class,

where her new teacher, Mr. Cortés, gifts her a set of voice lesson CDs and

Blow Pops to help her work on her accent. The playful atmosphere of the

drama class stands in contrast to the heaviness of Lupita's personal life,

especially as she grapples with her mother Mami's struggle with cancer. 

The chapter transitions through poignant memories of summer spent in

Piedras Negras, where Lupita's family actively engages in familial rituals,

such as praying for her mother’s health at church. They find solace in the

simple pleasures of life, like enjoying elotes after mass, which symbolizes

their tight-knit family bond amidst hardship. This summer is tinged with a

sense of yearning and nostalgia as they navigate their identity between two

cultures.

As Lupita reflects on her experiences in the U.S., she contrasts the stark

differences between her life there and in Mexico. The weight of cultural

displacement and the longing for home echo throughout her journey from

one world to another, weaving in themes of belonging and identity. The

struggle of living between these two worlds is further emphasized by

Lupita’s desire to fit in while still holding onto her roots. 
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Later, the chapter paints a vivid picture of family gatherings in San Vicente,

where the warmth of cousinly connections momentarily distracts from the

shadows of illness. There’s a bittersweet joy in her interactions with family,

but always a hint of sadness as they worry about Mami's health, hinting at

the fragility of their lives.

In the end, Lupita observes her mother’s resilience and love, taking

inspiration from the mesquite tree—strong and adaptable in harsh

conditions—as a metaphor for her family's struggles and tenacity. The

chapter culminates with an acknowledgment of the challenges that lie ahead,

but it’s filled with an undercurrent of hope as Lupita finds strength in the

love shared within her family, promising to keep Mami’s spirit alive through

her writing. The interplay of humor and sorrow, tradition and change,

becomes a sophisticated reflection on growth, love, and the trials of growing

up amid personal challenges and cultural shifts.
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In Chapter 15 of "Under The Mesquite," we dive into a poignant moment in

 Lupita's life as she celebrates her quinceañera, which coincides with Día de

Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe. Turning fifteen is a milestone in her culture,

marking a transition into womanhood, yet Lupita isn't keen on the typical

extravagant celebrations that come with it. Waking up to Mami's heartfelt

rendition of "Las mañanitas," she feels the warmth of love but is also

reminded of the family's financial struggles due to Mami's ongoing cancer

treatments. 

Despite Mami's efforts to apologize for not being able to afford a grand

quinceañera, Lupita reassures her that she doesn’t desire a lavish party.

Instead, she values the intimate time spent with her family, preferring to

avoid the typical spotlight that comes with the celebration, highlighting her

modesty and down-to-earth nature. The text captures the depth of her

character—she's not only grappling with the pressures of cultural traditions

but also deeply empathetic to her family's sacrifices, born from love and

concern for Mami's health and Papi's hard work at his construction job.
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In Chapter 16 of "Under the Mesquite" by Guadalupe Garcia McCall, the

 protagonist, Lupita, grapples with the complexities of transitioning into

adolescence, symbolized by her recent fifteenth birthday and the label

"señorita." This chapter delicately juxtaposes Lupita's personal feelings with

her family's expectations, illustrating the different meanings of "señorita" to

those around her. For her friends, it’s about embracing fashion and

femininity, while for her Mami, it represents an opportunity to dress Lupita

in traditional attire and instill proper manners. Amidst this, Lupita feels a

profound loss of her childhood spirit, as "señorita" evokes feelings of

melancholy and the end of her carefree youth.

Lupita's reflections on her sisters reveal the chaotic but loving dynamics of

her large family. She describes their often tumultuous interactions, filled

with both playful bonding and inevitable squabbles. Through vivid imagery,

she conveys the warmth and frustration of sisterhood, likening her siblings

to “round beads knotted side by side,” capturing the essence of their

closeness even amidst conflict.

As Lupita reminisces about her childhood in Mexico, she recalls a tender

memory of her Mami, pregnant with her fifth child, craving nopales. This

nostalgic scene highlights the strength and nurturing aspect of her mother,

contrasting with the challenges Lupita now faces as she observes Mami’s
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ongoing struggles with illness and the emotional weight it places on their

family.

Throughout the chapter, themes of identity, familial duty, and the

bittersweetness of growing up resonate. Lupita longs for her freedom and the

carefree joy of her younger days, yet she feels the pressure to conform to

societal expectations of womanhood. This conflict is magnified by a broader

sense of her mother's suffering with cancer, creating a deeply emotional

narrative that explores how Lupita navigates the complexities of teenage life

and her family's challenges.

In moments of vulnerability, Lupita’s yearning for connection and

understanding, especially with Mami, surfaces. Their interactions, often

infused with cultural expectations, underline Lupita’s struggle to balance her

own identity with her family's values. This chapter effectively captures the

poignant tension between adolescence and maturity, as well as the enduring

bonds of family, framed within the rich backdrop of cultural heritage.
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Chapter 17 Summary: to be or not to be mexican

In Chapter 17 of "Under the Mesquite" by Guadalupe Garcia McCall, the

 protagonist faces a tense moment in the school cafeteria that highlights her

struggle with cultural identity. Amidst the laughter of her friends, Sarita

pokes fun at her with a series of jokes about Mexican food, but rather than

joining in, the narrator feels isolated and confused. The jovial atmosphere

shifts when Sarita and Mireya accuse her of trying to "act white" due to her

way of speaking, which they believe distances her from her Mexican roots.

Their accusations sting, amplifying the narrator's inner turmoil as she

questions her identity. Her friends, who once surrounded her with laughter,

suddenly become a source of scrutiny, and as they leave the table in disdain,

it feels like a loss of camaraderie. Thankfully, her sister Victoria rushes to

her side, offering a comforting embrace and affirming her worth. Victoria

reassures her that the others are merely jealous and reminds her that being

Mexican encompasses more than just language or stereotypes; it’s about

support and togetherness.

As emotions swell within her, the narrator reflects on the deep sense of

belonging she craves and the unfairness of being judged by her peers for her

expression. She feels fiercely connected to her heritage, wishing to assert

that her Mexican identity cannot be defined by others' perceptions. This

chapter poignantly explores themes of cultural identity, the pressure of
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conformity, and the essence of familial love and support, leaving the narrator

determined to stand by her true self.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Cultural Identity and Acceptance

Critical Interpretation: In Chapter 17 of 'Under The Mesquite,' the

narrator's struggle with her cultural identity in the face of peer

judgment serves as a powerful reminder for you to embrace your own

unique heritage. Rather than letting the opinions of others define who

you are, you are inspired to stand strong in your identity, recognizing

that authenticity comes from within. Just as the narrator's sister

Victoria offers her unconditional support, you are reminded of the

importance of surrounding yourself with those who uplift you and

celebrate the diverse tapestry of your background. This chapter

encourages you to cherish your individuality, asserting that true

belonging transcends societal expectations and is rooted in love,

acceptance, and the courage to be yourself.
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Chapter 18: swimming the rio grande

In Chapter 18 of "Under the Mesquite," the story unfolds across multiple

 poignant scenes, showcasing Lupita's rich inner world against the backdrop

of her family's struggles. The chapter begins with a carefree day spent

swimming in the Rio Grande during spring break. The warmth of the sun

and the joyful presence of her family envelop Lupita, who feels like a

free-spirited mermaid in the water. As she and her siblings play, Mami

watches over them, while Papi seeks shelter from the sun. This scene is

filled with vivid imagery that captures their familial bonds and small

moments of bliss, allowing a temporary escape from the anxiety and stress

of their lives.

Transitioning from this light-hearted moment, Lupita finds herself facing

heavier emotions. After a pretend performance practice in the bathroom,

Mami discovers her tears and demands to know what is wrong. Lupita

explains her acting assignment for drama class, where she must portray a

tragic scene from "The Trojan Women." Mami's mixture of confusion and

admiration encourages Lupita to express herself through her art, showing
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Chapter 19 Summary: the notebook

In Chapter 19 of "Under The Mesquite," the narrator shares a slice of her

 daily routine and the deeper emotions she grapples with, revealing a blend

of vulnerability and introspection. Typically, she prefers to linger in the

classroom after school, avoiding the chaotic rush of her classmates, which

makes her feel overwhelmed. This time, as she waits for the hallways to

clear, her friends Mireya and Sarita pass by. Mireya surprises her by

returning a blue composition notebook filled with the narrator's private

thoughts and poetry, which she mistakenly left behind in gym class.

As she walks home, she feels a wave of anxiety, worried that Mireya may

have read her secrets. Once she's in her bedroom, flipping through her

cherished poetry, her worst fears are confirmed when she finds a sticky note

from Mireya placed next to a poignant poem about an embarrassing moment

in the cafeteria. The note carries only two simple words: “I’m sorry,”

reflecting Mireya's acknowledgment of the pain described in the poem. This

moment highlights the fragility of trust and the fear of vulnerability,

revealing a significant character development for both the narrator and

Mireya. The chapter captures themes of friendship, embarrassment, and the

complexities of teenage emotions, showing how small gestures can carry

deep meaning, especially between friends navigating the turbulence of

adolescence.
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Chapter 20 Summary: on the way

In Chapter 20 of "Under The Mesquite," the excitement of UIL competitions

 fills the air as students compete for top honors in academics, athletics, and

performing arts. The protagonist reflects on her thrilling experience at the

District meet, where she won first place in Poetry Interpretation for her

performance of “The Highwayman.” This achievement brings her immense

joy, especially since acting is a newfound passion, making the trophy feel

like a significant milestone.

As she rides home on the bus, she feels a mix of elation and nostalgia,

cradling her shiny trophy. Her friends Mireya and Sarita, who did not place

in their events, engage in light conversation, and Mireya tentatively reaches

out to reconnect after a brief conflict between them. This moment marks a

pivotal turn in their friendship, as Mireya acknowledges the effort the

protagonist has put into changing her speaking style for competitions,

reminding her that while change is possible, it doesn’t erase their shared

history.

Their conversation highlights the complexity of their relationship, revealing

that despite moments of tension, their bond remains strong. The theme of

friendship emerges clearly, emphasizing that maintaining connections

requires effort, understanding, and sometimes a little drama to bring clarity.

The chapter beautifully captures the bittersweet journey of growing up and
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the importance of both self-identity and the relationships that shape us. The

protagonist’s excitement for her trophy serves not only as a personal victory

but also as a reminder of her roots and the friends who have been a part of

her story.
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Chapter 21: a moment in the spotlight

In Chapter 21 of "Under The Mesquite" by Guadalupe Garcia McCall, the

 story captures a pivotal moment in Lupita's life—a blend of triumph and

tragedy that underscores the complexities of family, responsibility, and

personal growth. The chapter opens with a joyous scene where Lupita brings

home a trophy from a dramatic competition, eliciting ecstatic responses from

her mother, Mami, and her father, Papi. Mami’s delight is infectious, filled

with pride for her daughter’s achievements, embodying the theme of familial

love and support.

However, this joy is quickly overshadowed by the heavy burden of Mami’s

declining health. As Lupita tries to navigate her day-to-day life, she feels the

weight of her family’s struggles, particularly as she becomes increasingly

involved in taking care of her younger siblings while Mami and Papi grapple

with more hospital visits and the harsh reality of cancer’s return. The chapter

conveys Lupita's inner turmoil through poignant moments—like tender

late-night whispers of comfort shared with her sister, Victoria, as they

practice for an upcoming competition, juxtaposed with the harsh wake of
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Chapter 22 Summary: news

In Chapter 22 of "Under The Mesquite" by Guadalupe Garcia McCall, the

 narrative focuses on a heart-wrenching moment that significantly impacts

the family. During breakfast, the protagonist, along with her siblings Analiza

and Victoria, receives the devastating news from their father, Papi, that their

mother’s cancer has returned after a brief period of hope following her last

chemotherapy treatment. This revelation brings a wave of shock and despair;

the hopeful façade shatters as Papi quietly explains that chemotherapy does

not always guarantee a cure.

As the weight of this news settles in, the atmosphere becomes heavy with

fear and uncertainty. The siblings struggle to process their emotions, feeling

a mix of disbelief and sadness. Papi tries to offer comfort, gathering them in

a protective embrace, but his own shaking suggests that he, too, is trembling

under the burden of their reality. The family's loneliness deepens as

relatives, friends, and even strangers begin visiting, offering sympathy but

leaving them with their silent fears. 

The chaos of visitors contrasts with the intimacy of the family's shared pain,

as they find solace in each other within the confines of their bedroom. Each

night, they come together, praying for their mother’s health and clinging to

the fragile hope of her recovery. The chapter encapsulates the suffocating

presence of cancer and its ability to isolate them, both physically and
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emotionally, portraying a haunting image of fear and longing. Through this

poignant moment, themes of family, hope, and the harsh reality of illness

emerge, illustrating their struggle against an overwhelming darkness.
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Chapter 23 Summary: mami's roses

In Chapter 23 of "Under The Mesquite" by Guadalupe Garcia McCall, we

 dive into the poignant reflections of Lupita, the eldest daughter of a large

family grappling with the impending loss of their mother, Mami, who is

battling cancer. Despite her illness, Mami remains dedicated to her garden,

nurturing a vibrant collection of roses even as the weight of chemotherapy

begins to take its toll. Her love for her flowers mirrors the fierce love she has

for her children, all of whom depend on her strength.

As Lupita observes her mother, she reflects on their bond, recalling the

many facets of Mami's personality: the joyful sirena who sings to the radio,

the protective yet fiery spirit who disciplines her children, and the nurturing

presence that wraps them in warmth. However, the reality of her mother’s

condition casts a shadow over their home. The once-blooming garden

transforms into a barren space, symbolizing the fragility of life and the pain

of impending loss.

Lupita's role expands as she steps into the caregiver position while Papi is

away taking care of Mami in the clinic. She struggles to keep the household

running amidst her siblings’ rebellious antics, particularly her younger sister

Analiza, who steps into adolescence with mischief and defiance. Lupita's

responsibilities weigh heavily on her, amplifying her feelings of helplessness

as she prays for a miracle to restore her mother's health and keep her family
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together.

The vibrant, engaging tone showcases Lupita’s longing, affection for her

mother, and the stark contrasts of childhood innocence being lost in the face

of maturity and responsibility. As she navigates her own dreams amidst

family turmoil, themes of resilience and the bittersweet transition from

childhood to adulthood punctuate her journey, capturing the reader's heart

with each word. The chapter flows with rich imagery and emotional depth,

resonating with anyone who has faced the complexities of family love and

loss.
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Chapter 24: the actress

In Chapter 24 of "Under the Mesquite" by Guadalupe Garcia McCall, we

 delve into Lupita's poignant experiences as she navigates her passion for

acting while grappling with family struggles. The chapter opens in Lupita's

room, where she finds her mother, Mami, in tears. Mami has been

overwhelmed by life's challenges, and Lupita's performance of a scene from

"The Trojan Women" captivates her. As Lupita embodies the heartfelt

emotion of the characters, Mami’s emotional response underscores the

importance of connection through art, revealing how Lupita expresses her

own pain while also supporting her mother's sorrow.

As the narrative unfolds, we witness Lupita's determination to pursue her

aspirations despite her father's objections. She reveals to him that she has

obtained a bus ticket to start a new life, signaling her desire for

independence and a break from the long period of suffering that has

enveloped their family since Mami's illness began. This moment leads to a

heart-wrenching exchange, showcasing Papi's struggles with letting go,

evoking a sense of conflict between parental love and a child’s desire for
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Chapter 25 Summary: what's gone

In Chapter 25 of "Under The Mesquite" by Guadalupe Garcia McCall, the

 mood is heavy and somber. The protagonist reflects on how her life has

shifted dramatically, transforming the vibrant anticipation of weekends into

a monotonous blur. The outside world thrives in green and life, which

contrasts sharply with the deep sadness that fills their home, especially given

her father's ongoing battle with cancer.

While pretending to nap beside her mother, she watches her father in silence.

He sits on the edge of the bed, overwhelmed by the empty record books that

symbolize their depleted finances. His quiet grief culminates in tears, a

moment that triggers a strong desire in her to comfort him. Yet, she hesitates,

wary of his unpredictable emotions—his sadness can shift suddenly, leaving

her uncertain whether he will welcome or reject her affection.

Although she understands he doesn’t mean to hurt her, she feels his anger

like a smothering smoke, forcing her to seek safety away from his volatile

moods. The internal struggle is palpable; she longs to reach out but fears

further igniting his frustrations. When she discovers all their record books

discarded in the trash, it becomes a painful symbol of their loss. As she

fumbles to retrieve them, tears flow freely. Her father’s reaction is both

protective and loving; he pulls her close and dismisses the importance of

their financial woes. His declaration that “what’s gone is gone” resonates
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deeply, embodying the theme of acceptance amidst suffering and the

emotional bonds that hold them together despite their turmoil.

This chapter encapsulates the heavy toll that illness takes on family

dynamics, shedding light on themes of grief, resilience, and the complex

ways love manifests in difficult times. The protagonist’s journey through

these emotions highlights her maturity, demonstrating her struggle between

vulnerability and the necessity to navigate her father's changing moods with

care.
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Chapter 26 Summary: a simple plan

In Chapter 26 of "Under the Mesquite" by Guadalupe Garcia McCall, the

 narrative follows Lupita as she deals with the realities of her mother's

illness and the family's struggle to cope with it. The chapter opens at the

kitchen table, where Lupita discusses a plan with her father, Papi, about how

to support Mami as she undergoes treatment for cancer in Galveston. Lupita

offers to stay home and take care of her siblings while Papi works nearby,

showcasing her maturity and determination to help her family amidst

adversity.

As Mami endures surgery and chemotherapy, Papi demonstrates his love and

devotion by quitting his job to be with her. Their dynamic is tender, with

Papi’s gestures affectionately underscoring the depth of their relationship.

Meanwhile, Mami’s vulnerability becomes evident as she transitions from

being a strong matriarch to requiring care. This shift profoundly impacts

Lupita, who grapples with the painful reality of her mother’s declining

health.

Interwoven throughout the chapter are themes of family, sacrifice, and

resilience. Lupita, determined and responsible, embraces her role and

expresses her feelings through a poetic lens, using her love for writing as a

means of processing her emotions. The imagery of the mesquite tree stands

as a powerful metaphor—like Mami’s struggles against cancer, it
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demonstrates resilience and the ability to thrive in difficult conditions.

Mami's love for her flowers reflects her nurturing spirit, even as she faces

her own fragility.

Towards the end, emotional moments are underscored when Lupita recalls

the laughter and shared moments with Mami, all while dealing with the

heaviness of grief as she prepares for more changes in life. Through

poignant memories, the chapter showcases Lupita’s growth and the burdens

of care she willingly takes on, signaling her transition toward adulthood

while carrying the weight of family responsibility.  As the chapter unfolds, it

wraps up with Lupita embracing her sorrow and memories, highlighting her

strength and the legacy of love that Mami imparts upon her family.
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Chapter 27: Mother, may I

In Chapter 27 of "Under The Mesquite" by Guadalupe Garcia McCall, the

 protagonist finds herself in the throes of summer after her junior year,

taking care of her siblings while her parents are away in Galveston. She feels

the weight of responsibility as she bosses around her mischievous sister,

Analiza, who is becoming increasingly defiant. While she chases after

Analiza, urging her to come back and help with chores, her younger brother

Paco adds to her frustration by mocking her and exhibiting his own playful

misbehavior.

The chapter captures the chaos of family life as the younger siblings ignore

their responsibilities, preferring to play outside and explore. Only Victoria,

the protagonist's ally, stays behind to help her clean, highlighting the sisterly

bond between them. This situation underscores the challenges of growing up

and the struggles of navigating responsibilities in the absence of their

mother, who the protagonist reveres for her ability to manage everything

effortlessly.
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Chapter 28 Summary: making tortillas

In this beautiful chapter from "Under The Mesquite," the author paints a

 vivid picture of the mother, Mami, and her extraordinary ability to create

tortillas with grace and dedication. Rising before dawn, Mami transforms

simple balls of dough into perfectly round tortillas, likened to baby chicks

nestled in a warm nest. This daily ritual not only showcases her skill but also

highlights her unwavering focus amidst the chaos of family life. Despite the

challenges, including the demands of her children and the noise that fills

their home, Mami remains centered and joyful in her task. 

Through these moments, readers experience Mami's deep connection to her

family and her culture, as she weaves in singing and warmth with each

tortilla she prepares. The chapter reflects themes of resilience, love, and the

importance of tradition. Mami's routine is not just about nourishment; it

embodies the comfort and unity of family life, reminding us that even in the

busiest times, there is beauty and tranquility to be found in simple acts of

care. Her smile and calm demeanor shine through the bustling household,

illustrating her strength and devotion, making this scene both heartwarming

and relatable.

Theme Summary

Character Mami, the mother, is portrayed as skilled and dedicated, making
tortillas.
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Theme Summary

Ritual Mami rises before dawn to create tortillas, showcasing her routine and
artistry.

Family
Dynamics

Despite the chaos of family life, Mami focuses on her task with joy and
calmness.

Connection The chapter emphasizes Mami's connection to her family and cultural
heritage.

Themes Resilience, love, tradition, and finding beauty in everyday tasks.

Emotional
Tone

The scene is heartwarming and relatable, illustrating Mami's strength
and devotion.
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Chapter 29 Summary: a mesquite in the rose garden

In Chapter 29 of "Under the Mesquite" by Guadalupe Garcia McCall, we

 witness a rich tapestry of emotions as Lupita navigates her complex teenage

life amidst her family’s struggles with her mother’s illness. The chapter

opens with Lupita finding solace under a mesquite tree, her trusted

confidant, as she passionately recites her poems—words imprinted in her

heart that she feels compelled to share with someone, even if that someone is

a tree.

Joyous moments are interspersed, particularly when Lupita proudly brings

home a trophy from a poetry competition. Her mother, Mami, erupts in

exuberance, celebrating her daughter’s achievements, while Papi shares in

the pride. This moment provides a stark contrast to the underlying tension in

the household as Lupita juggles her excitement with the creeping anxiety

over her mother's health.

As Mami struggles with the aftermath of her cancer treatment, the family’s

emotional landscape becomes challenging. The chapter captures the bond

between Lupita and her sisters as they create memories through laughter and

reliance on one another. Late-night sibling bonding over practice for an

upcoming competition showcases both the joys of sisterhood and the stress

brought on by their mother’s condition. Yet, they also experience a profound

moment of fear when a nighttime phone call shatters the atmosphere,
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signaling the inevitable struggles ahead.

Amidst the chaos, Lupita reveals her determination to support her family. At

the kitchen table, she proposes a plan that allows Papi to work close to Mami

during her treatments while she takes care of her siblings. Despite Papi's

doubts, Lupita's maturity shines through as she insists on her ability to

handle responsibility, asserting her growth and determination.

This chapter encapsulates themes of resilience and familial love. Lupita’s

poetry serves as a personal refuge—an escape from harsh realities where she

can voice her fears and hopes. There’s a poignant reflection on identity as

Lupita grapples with expectations and her desire for autonomy, especially as

she faces the looming prospect of college, which brings both excitement and

trepidation.

In the end, this chapter balances moments of triumph against the devastating

backdrop of illness, highlighting the struggle to maintain joy amidst

uncertainty. It’s about embracing life’s complexities and finding strength in

creativity, family, and cherished memories under the mesquite tree—a

symbol of endurance that resonates throughout Lupita’s journey.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embrace resilience amidst uncertainty

Critical Interpretation: As you navigate the challenges of life, let

Lupita's story remind you that resilience is a powerful force within

you. When faced with difficulties, like her family's struggles with

illness, channel your emotions into creativity—be it through art,

writing, or simply expressing your thoughts. Find your own 'mesquite

tree' where you can reflect, share, and grow, for in those moments of

vulnerability lies your strength. Honor your relationships, support

your loved ones, and remember that joy can coexist with pain,

inspiring you to cultivate hope and perseverance as you carve your

path through life's complexities.
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Chapter 30: pomegranates, perch, and roasted doves

In Chapter 30 of "Under The Mesquite" by Guadalupe Garcia McCall, the

 narrator faces the harsh reality of hunger and worry as she grapples with her

family's struggles. Breakfast begins with tears from the little ones who are

hungry, revealing the family's difficult circumstances which have left them

reliant on school lunches for sustenance. Mami is still away at a clinic in

Galveston, and Papi hasn’t returned home in weeks, consumed by his

mission to help her. The narrator's heart aches with worry, feeling the weight

of responsibility for her siblings.

Amidst this turmoil, we see her fourteen-year-old brother Paco branching

out and asserting his independence, leading to worry for the narrator as she

fears he may drift into trouble. When he leaves to hang out with friends, her

anxiety intensifies, reflecting her deep concern for keeping the family

together in the face of countless challenges.

Later, in an unexpected turn, Paco and his friends take charge by creating a

makeshift dinner outdoors. They bring home pomegranates, perch, and
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Chapter 31 Summary: ice cream from heaven

In Chapter 31 of "Under The Mesquite," we see Lupita navigating the

 challenges of growing up in the absence of her parents during a difficult

summer. Papi's brother, Tío Saúl, brings groceries to the family, but soon

they run low on food. Friends and neighbors like Serafina, Doña Pepita, and

Mami's comadre show up with supplies, highlighting the theme of

community support in tough times. Lupita is increasingly responsible for her

siblings, feeling the weight of their needs. 

Amidst the chaos, there's a charming moment when a dairy truck breaks

down, giving Paco and his friends an unexpected windfall of ice cream. The

kids come together, laughing and enjoying treats like Neapolitan and Rocky

Road, turning a challenging day into a sweet memory of joy and unity. This

moment reflects the resilience and adaptability of Lupita and her family,

allowing them to find happiness despite hardships.

As the chapter transitions, we see Lupita's emotional struggle with her

father's departure to support her mother in Galveston. Feeling a mix of

excitement and loneliness, she stands in the parking lot, holding her suitcase

and reflecting on her journey ahead. She's determined to carve her own path

while holding onto the memories of her family and the lessons they’ve

instilled in her.
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The chapter also brings back nostalgia and the sense of familial love through

Lupita’s recollections of watching telenovelas with Mami. Their shared

moments are filled with laughter and tears, offering them a much-needed

escape from reality. Mami’s strength and grace shine through as she tends to

her roses even while battling illness, showcasing her enduring spirit that

inspires Lupita.

As Lupita faces her fears of taking on more responsibility at home and the

complications of growing up, she learns the importance of

relationships—whether with family or friends. The chapter is rich with

themes of love, resilience, community, and the bittersweet passage of time,

creating a heartfelt portrait of coming-of-age amidst the struggles and joys of

life. Through it all, the bonds of family and friendship keep Lupita grounded

as she steps into a new chapter of her life.
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Chapter 32 Summary: mami's home

In Chapter 32 of "Under the Mesquite," titled "Mami’s Home," the story

 delves into the emotional reunion of the family as Mami returns home after

a difficult time in Galveston. As Papi carries her inside, the poignant image

of her fragility is painted; she is now a mere shadow of her former self, her

strength waned from illness. The contrast is stark—once a nurturing force in

their lives, she now looks up at her family with uncertain recognition,

evoking feelings of loss and longing within them.

The siblings gather around Mami, eager for her warmth and comfort,

reminiscent of chicks under a mother hen. Victoria attempts to share her

enthusiasm about a dramatic duet she and Lupita (the narrator) are working

on for UIL, but Papi soon ushers the others out, sensing the need for intimate

moments between mother and daughter. This separation underscores the

theme of familial bonds and the vulnerability of loved ones.

As Lupita holds Mami’s trembling hand, Mami’s eyes are captivated by the

mesquite tree outside—it has grown beautifully and strong, a symbolism of

resilience and unexpected growth after hardship. Mami’s wonder at the

tree’s transformation inspires Lupita to reflect on her own life, planting

seeds of envy for the mesquite's ability to thrive through challenges.

Mami expresses a desire to return to San Vicente, the place that represents
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joy and the innocence of childhood. This wish evokes a sense of nostalgia

and highlights the yearning to reclaim happier times. The chapter

encapsulates themes of growth, resilience, and the deep bonds of family

while exploring the complexities of returning to a semblance of normalcy

after trauma. Mami’s homecoming serves not just as a physical return, but as

a reminder of the strength found in family connections, evoking a hopeful

longing for healing and togetherness.
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Chapter 33: good-bye to mexico

In Chapter 33 of "Under The Mesquite," we are transported to San Vicente,

 Coahuila, Mexico, where the narrator and her family venture for a weekend

getaway from their life in the suburbs of the United States. This trip is filled

with nostalgia and reflects a bittersweet return to their roots, highlighting the

playful connection between the family and their cultural heritage. The

journey begins in the early morning when the narrator, her sisters Analiza

and Victoria, and younger siblings pile into their father Papi’s blue truck,

eager to escape the suburban confines.

As they drive through the countryside, the narrator notes the changes since

their last visit, both in their lives and the landscape. Upon their arrival, they

are greeted by their cousins, particularly Gabriela, who is only two months

older than the narrator. The siblings quickly find joy in their surroundings,

relishing the freedom that comes from roaming the ranch and engaging in

traditional activities, such as taking the goats to the river and enjoying the

thrill of a neighborhood volleyball game against local boys.
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Chapter 34 Summary: apparition

In Chapter 34 of "Under The Mesquite" by Guadalupe Garcia McCall, the

 protagonist, Lupita, experiences profound emotional turmoil as she

navigates her family's struggles with loss and identity. The chapter begins

with a vivid recollection of a thunderous night, where Lupita finds her

mother, Mami, sobbing in despair over a ghostly apparition she believes

threatens her. This moment reveals the vulnerability of Mami, shining a light

on her fears and the family's growing anxiety concerning her health.

Transitioning from the turmoil at home, Lupita reflects on her time at

Abuelita’s house in Mexico, where she finds momentary solace and begins

to dream again despite the loss of her mother. Here, she engages in daily

chores, reminiscing about her past and contemplating her future. The

recurring theme of familial connections is palpable—she cherishes the

moments spent with her childhood friend Ofelia, discussing dreams of career

and travel that once felt attainable. However, Mami's absence looms large as

Lupita grapples with the weight of her expectations and the loss of guidance

that Mami represented.

As Lupita adjusts to life without her mother, she participates in high school

activities, achieves recognition in drama competitions, yet grapples with

overwhelming emotions tied to grief and expectation. Papi’s gentle

reminders guide her, suggesting that Mami would not want her to mourn
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forever. The metaphor of the mesquite tree, resilient and enduring, reflects

Lupita’s evolving strength, as she begins to envision a path forward that

honors her mother while carving her own identity.

The chapter poignantly captures the essence of familial love, the weight of

cultural expectations, and the transition from childhood to adulthood against

a backdrop of grief. Lupita's reflections lead her to believe that writing could

be a vessel for healing—transforming sorrow into words and memories, as

she aspires to find hope amidst despair. In this rich tapestry of emotions, the

narrative captures the bittersweet essence of adolescence and the

complexities of growing up in a family tied closely to cultural heritage and

personal struggle. This chapter serves as a bridge between the haunting

presence of loss and the potential for resilience and renewal.
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Chapter 35 Summary: the natural

In Chapter 35 of "Under the Mesquite" by Guadalupe Garcia McCall, we

 find Lupita in a moment of vulnerability and emotional turmoil. Mr. Cortés,

her teacher, confronts her about her lack of enthusiasm for auditioning for

the spring play, urging her to embrace her talent and the experience she's

gained throughout her time in school. As she sits there, watching other

students rush past, Lupita feels drained, believing that she can't summon the

energy or passion to engage.

A turning point occurs when Mr. Cortés hints at her unique ability to convey

emotion in her acting. This resonates with her deeply because, for Lupita,

acting has always been an outlet for her struggles. When tears unexpectedly

fall, she opens up about her home life, revealing her mother's battle with

cancer and the emotional chaos it has created for her and her family. Lupita

vividly describes the fear and pain of watching her mother suffer, the

sleepless nights, and a tense argument with her father over whether to seek

more medical help. 

Mr. Cortés listens empathetically, validating her feelings and encouraging

her to use her pain to fuel her performance. He reminds Lupita that true

artistry often arises from personal suffering, suggesting that acting could

provide her the coping mechanism she desperately needs. This conversation

becomes a pivotal moment for Lupita, as she contemplates the power of
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storytelling and its ability to connect with others. 

By the chapter's end, she feels a flicker of hope as Mr. Cortés encourages her

to read the script and consider taking the role. Although she leaves the

classroom with a heavy heart, Lupita acknowledges the importance of

moving forward, believing that “the show must go on,” regardless of her

personal challenges. The chapter encapsulates themes of grief, resilience,

and the therapeutic nature of art, highlighting Lupita’s growth as she

navigates her family’s hardships and the path towards self-expression.
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Chapter 36: at the hospital

In this poignant chapter from "Under the Mesquite," we find the narrator in a

 hospital, feeling the weight of her mother's illness. The scene contrasts

sharply with a joyful memory from two years prior when her family enjoyed

carefree moments at the Rio Grande. Now, the narrator is confined to a cold,

sterile room, practicing her lines for a school play while her mother, Mami,

battles an ailment, drifting in and out of consciousness. The narrator's mix of

helplessness and devotion is palpable; she knows Mami longs for her own

mother, Abuela Inez, but she chooses not to tell Mami that Abuela has no

intention of visiting due to her aversion to hospitals.

Gifted a journal and chocolates by her friend Mireya, the narrator clings to

small comforts and the hope of connection. Papi's daily visits provide a

momentary respite, but the family's reality weighs heavily on them. Mami’s

emotional plea for Papi to care for the family reflects both her love and her

desperation, while the strain on Papi’s face reveals the toll this situation is

taking on him. The narrator’s instinctive desire to comfort both her mother

and father illustrates the maturity she is forced to adopt in this crisis. The
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Chapter 37 Summary: a night to remember

In Chapter 37 of "Under The Mesquite" by Guadalupe Garcia McCall, the

 narrative captures the poignant and delicate moments shared between Lupita

and her family as they navigate the complexities of life after Mama's return

from a prolonged hospital stay. This chapter is a vivid tapestry of emotions,

blending themes of love, loss, resilience, and the desire for normalcy amidst

adversity.

Lupita reflects on the physical and emotional toll that her mother's illness

has taken on the family. As she watches Mama, once vibrant and full of life,

now frail and fragile, a deep sense of vulnerability washes over her. The

lighthearted moments shared with her sisters, especially during their acting

rehearsals, are juxtaposed with the feelings of fear and sorrow hanging over

the household. The sisters, particularly Lupita and Victoria, are filled with

anticipation for their upcoming UIL District meet, symbolizing a return to

normalcy, yet they are acutely aware of the fragility of their family

dynamics.

The chapter is marked by a powerful celebration of sisterhood. As Lupita,

Victoria, and Analiza share moments of joy and laughter, including a playful

pillow fight, they also find comfort in one another during their darkest hours.

When a late-night phone call brings anguish, the girls huddle together,

embodying the mixture of innocence and the weight of impending loss that
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defines their experience.

Throughout this chapter, the mesquite tree is a recurring symbol. It

represents resilience and endurance, qualities that Lupita’s family must

embody as they face their struggles. Just as the mesquite can adapt and

thrive in harsh conditions, the family is urged to find ways to endure and

support each other, drawing strength from their bonds.

As Lupita returns to the routine of school, her determination and maturity

begin to surface. Despite her worries about her mother's health, she takes on

a significant role in managing home life and supporting her siblings. The

narrative poignantly illustrates the transition from childhood to adulthood, as

Lupita grapples with responsibilities while still craving her mother’s

guidance.

In essence, Chapter 37 paints a multifaceted picture of the family's journey

through pain and healing, encapsulating the essence of love that binds them,

while gently hinting at the challenges they will continue to face. The themes

of unity, resilience, and the bittersweet nature of familial love resonate

deeply, making this chapter a pivotal moment in Lupita's story as she

navigates her role as the eldest daughter in a household marked by both trials

and profound affection.
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Chapter 38 Summary: mi madre

In Chapter 38 of "Under The Mesquite" by Guadalupe Garcia McCall, we

 experience a poignant reflection on family, grief, and the complexity of

growing up. The narrator observes the small, tin nameplate on her mother’s

grave, a stark contrast to the vibrant and multifaceted woman she

remembers. Their mother, a source of warmth and strength, is described

through vivid metaphors—she could be a siren enchanting her daughters

with song or a scorpion when she needed to discipline them. The mix of

fond memories and the stark reality of loss illustrates the deep emotional

bond the children shared with their mother.

As the story unfolds, we see the narrator step into a caretaker role while their

father is away, trying to manage her younger siblings, including her

rebellious sister Analiza, who is exploring newfound freedoms like makeup

and teenage boyfriends. The chaos of her siblings’ disregard for chores

highlights the struggle of balancing responsibilities with the carefree spirit of

youth. The narrator's playful yet desperate prayers to la Llorona reflect her

frustration and her yearning for control in a turbulent household.

The chapter shifts with a sobering announcement about the mother’s health.

The family learns that cancer has returned, prompting fear and sorrow

among the children. The breaking news is met with silence as their father

tries to comfort them, but his own vulnerability seeps through. The gathering
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of family and community around them emphasizes a collective struggle with

illness, illustrating how cancer has infiltrated their home and cast a shadow

over their once vibrant lives.

Amidst the pain, there’s a glimmer of hope in the narrator’s personal

achievements at school. Winning a trophy for Poetry Interpretation becomes

a symbol of triumph and a way to connect with her late mother, reminding

her of the importance of her passions and dreams. The interactions with

friends, particularly with Mireya, reveal the complexities of adolescent

relationships and the necessity of communication and forgiveness, making it

a chapter rich in both sorrow and growth.

Throughout this chapter, themes of familial love, the impact of grief, and the

process of growing up resonate deeply, capturing the bittersweet essence of

life as the narrator navigates her responsibilities while cherishing the

memories of her mother.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of pursuing personal passions amidst

adversity

Critical Interpretation: In the face of profound loss and responsibility,

the narrator's triumph in winning a poetry trophy serves as a powerful

reminder that our personal passions can be a source of strength and

solace. This chapter inspires us to embrace our passions, no matter the

chaos surrounding us, as they not only anchor us during turbulent

times but also connect us to our loved ones and our true selves. When

life presents challenges that seem insurmountable, it is these pursuits

that fuel our resilience and allow us to honor our past while pursuing

our dreams.
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Chapter 39: changes

In Chapter 39 of "Under the Mesquite" by Guadalupe Garcia McCall, the

 scene opens with the summer after Lupita's senior year, where vibrant

yellow flowers bloom on the mesquite tree, symbolizing new beginnings.

Despite the beauty of her surroundings, Lupita is grappling with deep

emotional turmoil after the loss of her mother, Mami. She has experienced

some successes, like competing in dramatic duet performances with her

friend Victoria—achievements that celebrate her talent but feel bittersweet

in the absence of her mother’s support.

Graduation has come and gone, and while Lupita tries to enjoy milestones

like the prom with her sisters Analiza and Victoria, she can't shake the heavy

weight of grief that clouds her every thought and action. Although

surrounded by friends and family, simple activities like cooking, eating, or

even waking up feel like monumental tasks, as she battles with feelings of

sadness and confusion.

Lupita opens up to her school counselor, Mr. Cortés, expressing her struggle
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Chapter 40 Summary: at abuelita's house

In Chapter 40 of "Under the Mesquite" by Guadalupe Garcia McCall, we

 follow Lupita as she navigates the complex emotions tied to her family, her

roots, and her future after the loss of her mother. The chapter opens with

Lupita crossing the border to her grandmother’s house in Piedras Negras,

where she experiences a sense of tranquility that contrasts sharply with her

recent grief. At Abuelita’s house, she finds solace in simple activities like

feeding chickens and reminiscing about her childhood. The environment

becomes a refuge that allows her to think deeply about her dreams and

aspirations, even as she grapples with the reality of her mother’s absence.

While catching up with her childhood friend Ofelia, Lupita expresses her

uncertainty about the future and her reluctance to adhere to traditional

expectations of marriage and family. This encounter sparks memories of past

dreams of Broadway and travel that she once shared with her mother,

amplifying her sense of loss and disorientation. Yet, with Ofelia’s

encouraging words, Lupita begins to foster a sense of hope, indicating a

budding determination to carve out a path for herself.

Lupita’s journey toward healing is represented through metaphorical

imagery as she battles the wind to hang bedsheets and rips out old, sorrowful

poems from her journal. This act of letting go is transformative; the wind

scatters her poems, allowing her laughter to emerge as a release of pent-up
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grief. She recognizes the importance of allowing herself to move forward,

feeling a small flame of determination ignite within her.

The chapter also juxtaposes tender memories of her mother with the sharper

reality of loss. As Lupita faces the ongoing absence of Mami, from their

shared moments to her mother’s enduring legacy, she strives to honor her by

embracing life and new experiences. Papi’s supportive presence also

reinforces the idea that healing takes time and that it’s okay to mourn, but

life must go on.

Ultimately, Chapter 40 encapsulates themes of resilience, the complexity of

grief, and the importance of community and family ties. Through Lupita's

reflective journey, we see her wrestle with her past, confront her present, and

begin to envision a hopeful future, all while honoring the rich cultural

heritage from which she comes. It’s a poignant reminder of how loss can

inspire growth and the power of memories to both haunt and heal.

Key Elements Description

Character Lupita

Setting Grandmother's house in Piedras Negras

Initial Emotion Tranquility amidst grief

Activities Feeding chickens, reminiscing about childhood
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Key Elements Description

Conflict Uncertainty about future and traditional expectations

Friend's Influence Childhood friend Ofelia encourages her

Dreams Past dreams of Broadway and travel with her mother

Metaphoric
Imagery Struggles against the wind, ripping out old poems

Transformation Letting go of sorrow becomes a release, ignites hope

Mother's Legacy Balancing memories of her with the reality of loss

Family Support Papi's presence emphasizes the importance of healing and
moving on

Themes Resilience, complexity of grief, community ties, growth from loss
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Chapter 41 Summary: homecoming

In Chapter 41 of "Under The Mesquite" by Guadalupe Garcia McCall, the

 protagonist, Lupita, faces the bittersweet reality of returning home after

spending time with her Abuela Hortencia. Her father, Papi, picks her up and

shares that her sisters, Analiza and Victoria, are growing up and dating, but

Lupita feels somewhat detached from these changes. As they drive home in

his old truck, their conversation subtly hints at the challenges ahead while

masking the emotions beneath.

Once home, Lupita takes on the responsibility of managing her family's

needs while her parents are away. The family has been surviving through the

generosity of relatives and friends, bringing food and support during a tough

summer. One particularly bright day, a dairy truck breaks down, and Lupita

and her siblings seize the opportunity to gather ice cream, transforming a

mundane day into an unexpected celebration filled with laughter and joy.

As Lupita stands alone in the parking lot after saying goodbye to her father,

she grapples with feelings of sadness and determination. While she feels the

weight of farewells and the burdens of her life at the dorm, she recognizes

this change as a necessary new chapter in her journey, one filled with the

potential to create her own path.

The chapter also touches on the theme of family bonds and the ways they
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evolve over time. As Lupita reflects on the love she carries with her, she

finds strength in remembering her mother's spirit, forging ahead in life while

honoring the past.

Through whimsical memories of watching telenovelas with her mother and

the warmth of making tortillas together, the narrative beautifully captures the

essence of familial love and the impact of growing up in a close-knit

household. Lupita’s relationship with her mother and the memories shared

serve as a foundation for her to build her own identity, reminding readers of

the resilience that can emerge from hardship and the importance of

cherishing one's roots. As she embarks on her new life, she carries the

lessons and love from her family, symbolizing hope and continuity in the

face of change.
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Chapter 42: permission

In Chapter 42 of “Under the Mesquite” by Guadalupe Garcia McCall, we see

 a poignant exploration of Lupita’s struggles with her father, Papi, and the

ongoing impact of her mother’s illness. The chapter captures the growing

tension between Lupita’s desire for independence and Papi’s

overprotectiveness following Mami's passing. Papi recalls the promises he

made to Mami about taking care of their children and expresses fear for

Lupita’s safety, highlighting his struggle between love and control.

Lupita is determined to follow her dreams of attending college and exploring

the world, likening herself to Papi’s youthful journey from Mexico. Her

yearning for freedom clashes with Papi’s worries about “predators” on

college campuses, revealing a generational and cultural divide in their

perspectives. The depth of Papi’s anxiety is palpable as he watches Lupita

with worry, fearing for her well-being and their family's stability.

As the narrative unfolds, Lupita reflects on the changes happening around

her, particularly the absence of her mother and the deterioration of Mami’s
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Chapter 43 Summary: in the parking lot

In Chapter 43 of "Under The Mesquite," we find Lupita in a poignant

 moment as she transitions into her new life at college in Alpine, Texas. The

scene opens in a parking lot, where her father, Papi, expresses his love and

support before leaving. Their goodbye is deeply emotional, as he hugs her

tightly and chooses the softer "hasta luego" over "adiós," recognizing the

weight of their parting. As he drives away, Lupita stands alone, her heart

heavy with the thought of the struggles he faces, adding to his burdens after

a year of hardship.

Despite the sadness, this moment is also an opportunity for Lupita—a

chance to start anew and embrace a fresh environment filled with challenges,

including adapting to a new language. She reflects on her solitary

appearance, armed with only a suitcase and a small amount of money. The

crisp mountain air and swirling papers around her evoke memories of her

time at Abuelita’s house, where she ripped out her old poems. This nostalgic

moment brings a smile to her face, as she recognizes her dreams of using her

words to soar and find her place in the world.

With determination, Lupita resolves to carve out her own path. Holding her

Mami’s blue suitcase tightly, she feels a sense of belonging that transcends

her physical surroundings, fueled by the love and memories she carries with

her. The chapter captures themes of resilience, growth, and the bittersweet
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nature of change, illustrating Lupita's journey as she steps forward into her

future.
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