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About the book

In"We Wish To Inform You That Tomorrow We Will Be Killed With Our
Families," Philip Gourevitch masterfully chronicles the harrowing aftermath
of the Rwandan genocide, weaving together haunting narratives that
i[luminate the profound human impact of violence and loss. Through a blend
of meticulous journalism and poignant storytelling, Gourevitch exposes the
complexities of identity, memory, and survival amidst the atrocity that
claimed nearly amillion livesin just one hundred days. As he delvesinto the
lives of both victims and perpetrators, the book challenges readers to
confront the uncomfortable truths of collective responsibility and the
haunting legacies that endure long after the brutality fades. Engaging and
expertly crafted, thiswork invites readersto reflect on the fragility of peace

and the resilience of the human spirit in the face of unspeakable horror.
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About the author

Philip Gourevitch is an acclaimed American journalist and author best
known for hisincisive coverage of the Rwandan genocide, which he
explores in depth in his powerful book "We Wish to Inform Y ou That
Tomorrow We Will Be Killed With Our Families." Bornin 1961, Gourevitch
has made significant contributions to both literary and political journalism,
with his keen eye for detail and ability to convey the complexities of human
suffering and resilience. His work often delves into themes of conflict,
memory, and the aftermath of violence, reflecting not only his personal
engagement with the subjects he tackles but also a broader commitment to
understanding socio-political realities. With a background that includes
writing for prestigious publications such as The New Y orker, Gourevitch's
writings are characterized by their profound empathy and a quest for truth in

the grim aftermath of humanitarian crises.
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chapter 1 Summary:

In the province of Kibungo, Rwanda, the Nyarubuye church witnessed
horrific atrocities during the genocide in April 1994, where many Tutsis lost
their lives. The author recounts his visit to the site ayear later, accompanied
by Canadian military officers, where he encountered the remains of
approximately fifty decomposed bodies scattered throughout a classroom.
The stark reality of the scene was numbing; despite their decomposition, the
dead bodies evoked a strange blend of beauty and horror. The visceral
imagery of skeletal remains amidst personal belongings underscored the

tragic humanity of those who had once lived.

The haunting silence of Nyarubuye was marked not just by the presence of
the deceased but by the memories of violence and betrayal that haunted the
lives of survivors. The author reflects on the unity of the dead and their
killers—neighbors and friends turned adversaries—who were incited by an
ideology labeled "Hutu Power." Thisideology provided justification for the
mass killings; it stirred fear, hatred, and eventually led to a systematic
extermination of the Tutsi population. The meticulous process of planning,
executing, and rationalizing the killings indicated that the violence was
neither impulsive nor chaotic, but rather a dark manifestation of organized
hatred.

The killersworked in an assembly line fashion, day after day, adhering to a
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gruesome schedule that saw countless Tutsis murdered. Nightly feasts
revealed a disturbing juxtaposition between daily life and acts of violence;
having participated in such atrocities, the killers would relax and celebrate
their actions. Asthe author continued his exploration of Nyarubuye, he
sensed the weight of despair and the unfathomable nature of the violence.
An encounter with Sergeant Francis, a Tuts soldier, revealed further layers
of trauma as he recounted the systematic brutality directed particularly at
women, emphasizing an element of sexual violence intertwined with the

broader campaign of extermination.

The narrative then shifts to the broader implications of the genocide on
Rwanda's landscape and demographics. Joseph, alocal man, expresses the
sorrow felt in the face of the stunning beauty of Rwanda—his family's
trauma overshadowing the country's rich natural alure. The physical and
psychological scars left by the genocide were evident, yet as the author
traveled through the land, remnants of the past were often invisible. While
survivors grappled with the haunting memories, many questioned how such
widespread violence could occur: they pondered not only how some were

able to commit such acts but also why many did not resist or fight back.

Survivors reflections highlight the deep-rooted culture of fear that pervaded
Rwandan society. Acceptance of death became a psychological coping
mechanism among Tutsis, while Hutus were driven by societal pressures and

authority to join in the violence. As one survivor noted, individuals who
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might have been reluctant to kill were coerced into compliance, revealing a
chilling transformation where survival instinct became intertwined with

complicity.

Through testimonies from various survivors and observers, the author
unvells the complexities of human behavior under duress—conformity, fear,
and the quest for survival became intertwined in the fabric of the genocide.
These reflections serve not just as an exploration of history but asamoral

examination of humanity's capacity for both violence and empathy.

Ultimately, the chapter compels the reader to confront the difficult truths of
Rwanda's past, offering a stark reminder of the fragility of human morality
in the face of organized hatred. The challenge for the world is not merely to
remember the horrors of genocide but to understand its roots, ensuring

history's lessons guide future actions against such atrocities.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The fragility of human morality in the face of organized
hatred

Critical Interpretation: Asyou navigate the complexities of your daily
life, consider how easy it isto turn ablind eye to the injustices around
you. Reflect on the chilling readlity that in times of moral crisis,
individuals often succumb to conformity or fear rather than standing
up against wrongdoing. This chapter compels you to recognize your
own agency; the choices you make in moments of discomfort define
your moral fabric. Use this understanding as a call to foster empathy
and courage in your interactions, ensuring that you not only remember
the past but actively engage in preventing such atrocities from
repeating in any form. In aworld still rife with division and hate,
embrace your power to challenge ideologies that dehumanize others,
transforming moments of silence into actions that affirm our shared

humanity.
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chapter 2 Summary:

In a poignant narrative, the second chapter of Philip Gourevitch's "We Wish
to Inform You That Tomorrow We Will Be Killed with Our Families'
presents a harrowing account of the Rwandan genocide through the eyes of
Samuel Ndagijimana, amedical orderly, and Manase Bimenyimana, a
colleague who experienced the chaos and violence in the Mugonero

Adventist complex.

1. Asthejourney beginsin the hills of Rwanda, the village of Mugonero
starkly contrasts with the massacre memorial at Nyarubuye. This village,
home to a significant Seventh-Day Adventist mission, housed a hospital that
initially served as arefuge for those fleeing the violence of the genocide.
Samuel recalls atime, before the violence escalated, when life was simple
and dominated by the shared faith of the community, suggesting an
innocence gradually shattered by growing Hutu militancy.

2. The situation rapidly deteriorated after the assassination of President
Habyarimana on April 6, 1994. Samuel describes a palpable shift in the
atmosphere—conversations ceased, and fear gripped the community,
particularly among Tutsis who watched as the local |eaders organized
violence. The dynamics at the hospital shifted as violence moved closer,
with Tuts families seeking sanctuary within its walls in apparent hope and

trust in their Christian community.
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3. The narrative unfolds with accounts from refugees who escaped
neighboring areas only to witness gruesome violence against their kin. As
the hospital filled with Tuts refugees seeking safety, the leaders of their own
church, including Dr. Gerard and Pastor Elizaphan Ntakirutimana, revealed a
betrayal asthey allied themselves with the Hutu attackers, sealing the fate of

many.

4. On April 16, the Tuts refugees nightmare culminated in a brutal assault
on the Adventist complex, with Samuel noting the lack of weapons or food,
the desperation pal pable as they faced armies armed and organized by their
supposed protectors. Even the police, who had promised safety, joined in the
violence, reflecting the systematic betrayal by figures of authority.

5. With thousands of Tutsis killed within days, Kibuye became a graveyard.
The realities of displacement and survival emerged as Manase and Samuel
fled into the mountains, where they encountered both the despair of death
and the faint glimmer of community among other survivors. The narrative
starkly details the brutality of the genocide, where Tutsis were
systematically hunted and eliminated in a calculated campaign that exploited
both fear and betrayal.

6. Samuel's journey included aterrifying escape across Lake Kivu to Zaire,

while Manase fought for survival in the mountainous terrain of Bisesero,
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where hope for resistance began to dwindle under persistent assault. The
mountains, while offering some refuge, also bore witness to the ruthlessness
of the Hutu militia, who employed brutal tactics against the Tuts
population, further symbolizing the genocide’ s depth of depravity.

7. Amidst this catastrophic backdrop, the bond between survivors remained
vital, with Samuel and Manase navigating the complexities of trust and
betrayal within their compatriots and their own faith communities. Their
stories exemplify the range of human experience during this dark chapter,
from the hope of salvation to the despair of survival, interwoven with the

relentless march of violence that sought to eradicate an entire ethnic group.

In conclusion, this chapter encapsul ates the horrors of the Rwandan
genocide, illustrating the fragility of faith, community, and survival in the
face of overwhelming brutality and betrayal, as the lives of Samuel and
Manase reflect both the individual and collective tragedies endured during

this period.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The fragility of faith and community amidst chaos

Critical Interpretation: Reflecting on Samuel and Manase's harrowing
experiences during the genocide, consider how easily trust can be
shattered, even within those we hold dear. Their story is a reminder
that faith can be both a sanctuary and a source of profound betrayal. In
your own life, this chapter challenges you to cultivate true connections
and to value genuine compassion over mere solidarity, urging you to
engage authentically with others. As you navigate your own
challenges, remember that community can either uplift or destroy;
strive to be the thread that weaves hope and resilience in times of

darkness.
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chapter 3:

Rwanda, known for having some of the best roads in central Africa, presents
a paradox with its infrastructure. Although Kigali boasts a network of
two-lane tarmac roads connecting most provincial capitals, the route to
Kibuye remains a treacherous, unpaved journey, offering a metaphor for the
nation’ s historical scars. The dilapidated state of the Kibuye road is no
coincidence; it symbolizes the long-standing neglect and prejudice
experienced by Tutsis, once derogatorily referred to as inyenzi, or
"cockroaches." This neglect was compounded during the 1980s when funds
earmarked for road improvements in Kibuye disappeared, leaving the area
isolated.

The arduous seventy-mile trek from Kigali to Kibuye could typically be
covered in three to four hours, yet a convoy's attempt took nearly twice that
due to rough weather and dangerous road conditions. During this journey,

the author encountered soldiers armed with Kalashnikovs who warned them
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chapter 4 Summary:

In the narrative presented in this chapter, the complex history of Rwanda
unfolds through atale of identity, power struggles, and colonial legacy. The
origins of the Hutu and Tutsi peoples, often perceived as distinct ethnic
groups, are traced back to arich tapestry of intermingling cultures that defy
simple categorization. Initially, Rwanda was home to the Twa, a
marginalized group whose lineage can be traced to cave-dwelling pygmies,
while Hutus and Tutsis eventually migrated to the region, blending into a
society where the distinctions between them became less pronounced

through shared language, religion, and intermarriage.

Over time, however, these identities became enshrined in a social hierarchy
that favored Tutsis over Hutus, primarily due to the latter’ srole as
agriculturalists versus the Tutsis' status as herders. This distinction led to a
perception of Tutsis as a political and economic elite, especially during the
reign of Mwami Kigeri Rwabugiri in the late 19th century, who solidified
power through military expansion and strategic alliances. Y et, the historical
understanding of these identities is muddied by the oral traditions that
prevail in Rwanda, shaping views based on the perspectives of those in

power.

Following the rise of colonia powers, Rwandan society experienced

significant disruptions. The arrival of European explorers like John Hanning
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Speke set the stage for colonial domination as they imposed external
narratives that classified the Rwandan people in terms of racial superiority
and inferiority, cementing the divide between Hutus and Tutsis through the
Hamitic hypothesis. This theory, propagated by colonial administrators,
unjustly portrayed Tutsis as a superior race, leading to the stigmatization of

Hutus.

The German colonizersfirst, followed by the Belgians after World War |,
further exacerbated these divisions through policies that reinforced the
existing socia structures, empowering Tuts elites while disenfranchising
the Hutu mgjority. Ethnic identity cards issued during the colonial period
became symbols of permanent separation, fostering a culture wherein Hutu
and Tuts discourses increasingly defined themselves in opposition to one

another.

As pressure mounted within Rwanda for political change, the late 1950s saw
the eruption of violence, marked by the infamous beating of a Hutu activist,
which served as a catalyst for widespread uprisings against the Tutsi elite.
This"wind of destruction" signaled the beginning of arevolution,
transforming political dynamics while entrenching ethnic identities deeper
than ever. The resulting upheaval saw Tutsi families displaced from their
homes, giving rise to a new Hutu-dominated regime that often mirrored the

atrocities of the past under colonial rule.
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Despite the initial hopes for a more equitable political landscape, power
transitioned into the hands of Hutu leaders who perpetuated the narrative of
tribalism and division, ultimately leading to oppressive governance that
reflected the same injustices Tutsis had previously inflicted upon Hutus.
Rwanda's post-colonial reality was steeped in a cycle of violence, where the
revolutionary ideals of justice and equality were suffocated by the relentless

desire for control and dominance.

Astensions simmered and resentment festered, Rwanda's historical narrative
echoed the biblical tale of Cain and Abel, reflecting on the tragedy of
fraternal violence rooted in identity, jealousy, and political ambition. The
tragic legacy of colonialism and ethno-political manipulation culminated in
a society deeply fractured by the very divisions that foreign powers had
sown, setting the stage for future conflicts that would resonate through
Rwanda's history. Through the interplay of power, identity, and the haunting
gpecter of the past, Rwanda's tumultuous journey serves as a poignant
reminder of the consequences of manipulated narratives and the enduring

quest for justice amidst tragedy.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Danger of Manipulated Narratives

Critical Interpretation: In reflecting on the tragic events of Rwanda,
you might feel a deep sense of urgency to interrogate the stories that
shape your own identity and community. The chapter reminds you that
history, as we know it, often comprises narratives crafted by those in
power, and it is essential to recognize the possibility of distortionin
these accounts. By actively seeking out diverse perspectives and
understanding the complexities of your own cultural background, you
can rise above simple categorizations and tribalism. This awareness
empowers you to foster inclusion and empathy in your own circles,
ultimately contributing to a more just and harmonious society by
refusing to allow superficial divisions to dictate interactions and
relationships.
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chapter 5 Summary:

Odette Nyiramilimo's compelling narrative begins with her recollections of
growing up during an era marked by systemic violence against Tutsisin
Rwanda. Born in 1956 in Kinunu, Gisenyi, Odette's early memories of the
genocide comprise fleeing into the bush with her family, witnessing houses
ablaze, and feeling the profound loss of normalcy as they lived without
security or stability. Her family, deeply impacted by the tragedies of 1963
when her father anticipated death upon seeing his brothers taken away,
exemplifies the fear and displacement faced by Tutsi families under aregime

that incited violence against them.

As she recounts her journey, Odette highlights the years marked by
oppression and social stratification under President Kayibanda, who, by
fostering ethnic hostilities, perpetuated a narrative that reduced Tustis to
mere statistics, claiming they constituted only nine percent of the population.
This marginalization led to a cultural identity crisis for many Tutsis—losing
their homes and safety contributed to their collective trauma. A pivotal
moment in Odette’' s life was her father's experience of being compelled to
assume a Hutu identity for survival, which underscores the extreme

measures families took to navigate the treacherous socio-political landscape.

The violence escalated in 1963 with the Tuts guerrillainvasion, leading to

organized massacres and the displacement of countless families. Experts,
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like French schoolteacher Vuillemin, documented the atrocities, emphasizing
the indifference of international observers, which only complicated the

humanitarian crisis.

Through Odette’ s perspective, the impact of the systematic destruction of
Tuts communitiesis persona and heart-wrenching. When her family opted
to remain in Rwanda against the odds of survival, it reflects the deep-rooted
tiesto their land and heritage. Even as shiftsin power occurred with
Habyarimana’ s coup in 1973 promising peace, the specter of exclusion

remained, as regulations continued to suppress Tuts societal reintegration.

Odette's life path took her to teachers' college, where she faced renewed
threats of violence disguised as bullying, illustrating the continuous climate
of fear and distrust in educational settings. Her expulsion revealed the
blatant discrimination against Tutsis, particularly amidst rising tensions
fueled by eventsin Burundi, ultimately shaping the collective narrative

around Tutsl identity as atarget for persecution.

Despite her struggles, Odette's resilience became evident as she pursued a
career in medicine, aided by allies who shielded her from the harsh realities
of government scrutiny. Her dedication to her studies and her eventual rise
as a respected doctor became a beacon of hope amid the backdrop of societal
turmoil. However, even in professiona spaces, Odette was constantly

reminded of her ethnicity, with brutal encounters exposing the fragile lines
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within Rwanda's increasingly polarized society.

Upon reflecting on her life before and after Habyarimana' s regime, Odette
shows us the delicate interplay between persona agency and the overarching
political machinations that dictated lives. Theirony of her graduating as a
doctor only to encounter prejudice within her own community highlights the
persistent struggle of survivors grappling with their identities amid a

landscape littered with memories of violence and fear.

Finally, the vivid recollection of amoment of sexual harassment during her
studies introduces a different type of victimization, subtly suggesting that

the personal experiences of women in Rwanda were intricately linked to the
broader issues of power and oppression across gender and ethnicity. Odette's
story weaves through moments of hope, determination, and the undeniable
weight of history, ultimately depicting a survivor who faces the specter of
her past while striving to carve a future—atestament to the resilience of the
human spirit amid unimaginable adversities. Each memory she shares serves
as areminder of the complexities of survival within a narrative defined by
the politics of ethnicity, and her journey illustrates how the legacies of

violence and resilience shape identities in profound ways.

More Free Book %‘\


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb

Critical Thinking

Key Point: Resilience Amid Adversity

Critical Interpretation: Odette's narrative embodies the transformative
power of resilience, urging you to confront your own challenges with
unwavering strength. No matter how daunting your circumstances
might seem, the story of Odette illustrates that personal agency can
thrive even in the most oppressive environments. Let her journey
inspire you to rise above the fears that tether you, recognize your
inherent worth, and pursue your passions with relentless determination
despite the barriers you may face. Remember, each setback can be a
stepping stone towards your true potential, just as Odette transformed

her trauma into a profound commitment to healing others.
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chapter 6:

In the evolving political landscape of Rwanda during the era of the Second
Republic, disappointment and alienation among various groups, including
Hutus and Tutsis, were on the rise. The totalitarian regime of President
Juvénal Habyarimana, who boasted a ludicrous ninety-nine percent voter
approval, became increasingly oppressive. Central to hisrule was a
patronage system that favored his northwest constituents, leaving southern
Hutus feeling marginalized. Despite an appearance of stability and gradual
improvement in living conditions, the stark reality of pervasive poverty
persisted for most Rwandans, while the elites flourished under
Habyarimana’ s regime. Internationally, Rwanda was viewed favorably amid
aturbulent postcolonial Africa, garnering substantial financial support from

countries like Belgium, France, and the United States.

As economic challenges arose in the late 1980s, particularly following a

significant drop in coffee and tea prices, the established power structuresin
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chapter 7 Summary:

In 1987, asignificant shift occurred in Rwandan media with the launch of a
newspaper named Kanguka, which trandates to "Wake Up." This
publication, spearheaded by a Hutu editor and a Tutsi businessman, diverged
from the then-status quo by providing an economic rather than an ethnic lens
through which to understand Rwandan life. Despite facing harassment,
Kanguka garnered aloyal following among the literate population. In
response, Madame Agathe Habyarimana, the President's wife, orchestrated
the emergence of Kangura, arival paper run by Hassan Ngeze, who

capitalized on parody and propaganda to undermine Kanguka's credibility.

The dual imprisonment of the editors from both publications drew
international attention but served to bolster Ngeze'simage as an
anti-establishment figure. Even as he championed Hutu unity against the
perceived Tuts threat, Ngeze cleverly manipulated public sentiment and
engaged in acts of self-promotion. His tactics included spreading
disinformation about the Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF), the opposition
group largely composed of Tuts exiles. Ngeze's strategies fostered a climate
of fear and divisiveness, ultimately steering Rwandan politics toward

extreme Hutu nationalism.

1. Emer gence of Ngeze and Hutu Power | deology: Ngeze became an

architect of Hutu supremacist ideology, most notably through the
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publication of "The Hutu Ten Commandments," which called for strict
ethnic divisions and preemptive actions against Tutsis. This foundational
document successfully resonated with the Hutu population, who were
encouraged to reaffirm their identities through alens of fear and hostility

towards Tutsis.

2. Political Landscape Post-Arusha Accor ds: Following the signing of

the Arusha Accordsin 1993, which aimed to establish power-sharing
between the government and the RPF, avolatile political climate ensued.
Despite these attempts at peace, extremist Hutu factions, including Ngeze
and the akazu, viewed the Accords as a betrayal and ramped up their rhetoric

against Tutsis, consolidating their narrative as defenders of Hutu supremacy.

3. Ramping Up of Violence Against Tutsis: Evidence of hate and violence
against Tutsis escalated, with the government orchestrating brutal massacres
under the guise of self-defense. Such violent episodes were often preceded
by political meetings that incited fear and hatred toward the Tutsi

population, presenting them as enemies of the state in an organized and

systemic campaign.

4. The Role of Propaganda: Radio stations like RTLM became
instrumental in disseminating hate speech, echoing the frustrations of the
Hutu populace while maligning Tutsis. This radio propaganda effectively

mobilized the public’s arming and participation in violence, framing the
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narrative around a necessity for defense against a purported Tutsi

conspiracy.

5. Final Preparation for Genocide: As political tensions heightened,

Hutu extremists prepared for larger-scale violence, co-opting state resources
and citizen militias to facilitate a broader campaign against Tutsis. The
historical context of ethnic rivalry, coupled with modern political theorizing,
laid the groundwork for what would become one of history's most brutal

genocides.

The unfolding of these events portrays atragic and intricate interplay of
media manipulation, political disintegration, and societal complicity that
culminated in widespread atrocity. The Hutu Power ideology, led by figures
like Ngeze, did not merely exploit existing tensions but actively constructed

aperilous narrative that would lead Rwanda to the brink of catastroohe.

Key Event Description

Launch of A Hutu-led newspaper providing an economic perspective on
Kanguka (1987) Rwandan life, gaining popularity despite harassment.

Emergence of Launched by Madame Agathe Habyarimana to undermine Kanguka,
Kangura led by Hassan Ngeze using parody and propaganda.

Imprisonment of International attention but enhanced Ngeze's status as an

Editors anti-establishment figure, promoting Hutu unity.

Disinformation Ngeze spread false information about the RPF and incited fear and
Campaigns division among the populace.
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Key Event

The Hutu Ten
Commandments

Post-Arusha
Accords (1993)

Escalation of
Violence

Propaganda via
RTLM

Preparation for
Genocide

Conclusion

More Free Book

Description

A document promoting Hutu supremacy and calling for actions
against Tutsis, resonating with Hutu identity.

Increased tensions as extremist Hutu factions rejected
power-sharing, perceiving it as a betrayal.

Government orchestrated massacres against Tutsis, presenting
them as enemies of the state.

Radio stations spread hate speech, mobilizing public support for
violence against Tutsis.

Hutu extremists used state resources and militias to prepare for a
large-scale campaign against Tutsis.

The events led to a tragic culmination of media manipulation and
political disintegration, setting the stage for genocide.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Danger of Divisive Narratives

Critical Interpretation: Asyou reflect on the rise of propaganda and
the destructive impact of the Hutu Power ideology, consider how it
serves as a stark reminder of the dangers of divisive narrativesin our
own lives. Just as Ngeze manipulated public sentiment and fueled an
atmosphere of fear and hostility, you can observe the ways in which
societal discourse can reinforce divisions among people today. This
chapter inspires you to question the narratives that surround you,
pushing you to seek connections rather than divisions, cultivate
empathy, and create spaces for understanding. By actively engaging in
dialogue that celebrates our common humanity, you can counteract the
forces that seek to splinter communities and work towards a more
inclusive and compassionate society. Embrace the responsibility you
have to foster unity in your relationships, as even small efforts can

lead to significant changes in your immediate environment.
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chapter 8 Summary:

In the chilling narrative of Rwanda on the brink of genocide, the experiences
of individuals like Odette and the critical observations of General Dallaire
illuminate the pervasive sense of dread and foreboding prevalent in early
1994. Their stories paint avivid picture of a nation teetering on the edge of
catastrophe, where trust in authorities was swiftly eroding amid mounting

violence and rising hate.

1. Astensions escalated in Rwanda, Odette's harrowing encounter with the
interahamwe—a militia composed of Hutu extremists—underscored the real
and immediate dangers faced by Tutsis. After narrowly escaping an attack
during which grenades were thrown at her car, her disillusionment with
UNAMIR—the United Nations Assistance Mission for Rwanda—was
palpable. Despite assurances from General Dallaire that assistance would be
available, hisfailure to respond that night confirmed her worst fears: they

could not rely on help meant to protect them.

2. The distrust toward UNAMIR was pal pable among both the Hutu moral
architects of the impending genocide and the Tutsi population they targeted.
Theinaction of UN peacekeeping forces, highlighted by the humiliation of
previous missions in places like Somalia and Bosnia, bred skepticism on
both sides. The bitter acknowledgment of UNAMIR's limited

mandate—restricted to self-defense and lacking the necessary
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firepower—created a vacuum that the interahamwe were poised to exploit.

3. Asthe clock ticked down to the genocide, Dallaire's dangerous
intelligence reporting became crucial. His efforts to alert the UN about a
concerted extermination plan orchestrated by Hutu Power dynamics,
including details about the recruitment and training of militia members, went
unheeded. His urgent pleafor protection of a key informant, who had
warned about plansto register Tutsis for extermination, was met with
bureaucratic dismissal from UN leadership. Thisinaction tragically
illustrated the gap between the ground realities in Rwanda and the responses

from New Y ork.

4. Thewarningsin Dallaire's fax reflected not just an acute awareness of
imminent violence but a foreboding of an orchestrated campaign against the
Tuts people. Despite presenting compelling evidence, including detailed
strategies for assassination during public events meant to provoke conflict,
the UN's response was one of denial and redirection—advising Dallaire to
inform Habyarimana of the potential threat rather than act decisively to

prevent the unfolding horror.

5. Asthe month of March turned into April, an eerie collective intuition
gripped the people of Rwanda. Individuals like Odette and Paul
Rusesabagina expressed foreboding feelings, aware that something

catastrophic was looming but unable to pinpoint exactly what it was. This

More Free Book %‘\



https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb

shared yet unarticulated anxiety foreshadowed the impending violence.
Reports of violence against Tutsis and political opposition grew, yet many
Rwandans maintained hope for a resolution, despite the overwhelming sense
of dread inthe air.

6. The rising tension culminated in the days leading up to the genocide. Key
figuresin Hutu Power, emboldened by incendiary propaganda, openly
discussed the necessity of violence. Publications like Kangura fueled the
fire, eerily predicting political unrest and inciting violence against the Tutsi
population. The newspaper's inflammatory rhetoric further enflamed
divisions within Rwandan society, setting the stage for the atrocities that

would soon unfold.

Together, these accounts not only underscore the tragic missed opportunities
for intervention but also reflect the pervasive aimosphere of fear and
suspicion that characterized Rwandain its final days before catastrophe. The
testimonies reveal the tragic irony of silence amid impending violence—a

silence that would soon echo through the devastations of genocide.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of vigilance and proactive engagement in
the face of oncoming danger.

Critical Interpretation: Odette's experience and General Dallaire's
observations remind us that ignoring the warning signs of injustice
and violence can have catastrophic consequences. In your life, this
echoes the necessity of being vigilant—both in recognizing the subtle
shiftsin societal attitudes towards exclusion and hatred and in
understanding the importance of standing against such forces before
they escalate into larger conflicts. It calls upon you to not just be a
passive observer but to actively engage in your community, advocate
for those who are marginalized or threatened, and ensure that the
lessons from history are not forgotten. By fostering a culture of
awareness and action, you contribute to a society where empathy and

justice triumph over fear and division.
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chapter 9:

On the evening of April 6, 1994, Thomas Kamilindi, aHutu journalist, felt
the joy of celebrating his thirty-third birthday with hiswife, Jacqueline, who
had baked a cake for the occasion. However, the mood shifted dramatically
when news broke that President Habyarimana's plane had been shot down,
signaling the onset of chaos and impending violence in Rwanda. As fear
gripped the nation, Thomas hunkered down, aware that large-scale
massacres against the Tutsi population were being planned. He had
cultivated relationships that afforded him insight into the plans of Hutu

extremists, but he never anticipated the assassination of the president.

In another part of Kigali, Odette and her husband Jean-Baptiste were alerted
to the danger by afriend tuning into RTLM, a Hutu Power station notorious
for inciting violence. As news of the assassination spread, Jean-Baptiste
insisted that the family leave the city amidst the chaos. They faced

significant obstacles, including areluctance to abandon Odette's sister,
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chapter 10 Summary:

In recounting the harrowing events surrounding the 1994 Rwandan
genocide, Chapter 10 of Philip Gourevitch's "We Wish to Inform Y ou That
Tomorrow We Will Be Killed With Our Families' highlights the efforts of
Paul Rusesabagina, the manager of the Hotel des Mille Collines, to shelter
Tuts refugees amid widespread violence and bloodshed.

1. TheFax Machineasa Lifeline In 1987, the hotel acquired afax
machine, a seemingly mundane detail that became crucia during the
genocide when outside communication was cut off. Rusesabagina
discovered that the fax line still worked, allowing him to reach international
authorities, including the King of Belgium and the U.S. President. He
tirelessly used this lifeline, often working late into the night to secure help
for his guests while carefully safeguarding its operation from the Hutu

Power |eaders, who had other pressing concerns amid the chaos.

2. Personal Stories of Danger: Among the guests was Thomas

Kamilindi, who gave an interview detailing the dire conditions at the hotel,
including shortages of basic necessities and the violence enveloping the city.
This courage put him at risk when a soldier sent to kill him warned him to
flee. Despite the threats, people found refuge at the hotel, and
Rusesabagina's steadfast refusal to comply with the demands to turn over
guests marked aremarkable stand against the genocide.
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3. Scale of the Atrocities The chapter also starkly outlines the
magnitude of the violence—an estimated 800,000 people killed in a mere
100 days, with the majority of killings occurring in the first few weeks.
During this period, the H6tel des Mille Collines served as arare sanctuary,

where nearly athousand lives were inexplicably spared.

4. Radio Propaganda and Widespread Fear: Those who sought refuge
were not immune to the horrors erupting around them. Bonaventure, hiding
in anearby church, listened to RTLM broadcasts inciting more violence,
illustrating the pervasive fear and societal breakdown. Reports from
Canadian physician James Orbinski paint a grim picture of Kigali, with
roadbl ocks manned by men armed with al cohol-fueled aggression, and
hospitals turned into death traps, further emphasizing the struggle for

survival.

5. Clerical Complicity: Figures like Father Wenceslas embodied the

moral complexity of the time. While he was armed and acted as a protector,
he also capitulated to the surrounding violence, reflecting the moral failings
of those in positions of influence. Rusesabagina's conversations with him
reveal the tragic contradiction between the calling of a priest and the human

instinct for self-preservation in the face of overwhelming evil.

6. Mixed Messages from the Church: The chapter critiques the
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complicity of church figures like Bishop Misago, who offered
rationalizations for their actions (or inaction) during the genocide. Despite
being an influential leader, he downplayed his agency and responsibility,
suggesting he was a victim of historical momentum rather than a perpetrator
of inaction—a sentiment echoed by others who failed to intervene

decisively.

7. Hope and Despair: Amidst the despair, Rusesabagina's efforts to

protect his guests became emblematic of hope. Hisrefusal to turn away
those seeking shelter showcased a poignant human spirit in horror-stricken
circumstances, athough he felt isolated in his commitment amid widespread

complicity.

8. Evacuations and Continued Danger: The chapter culminatesin the
struggles to evacuate refugees from the hotel, highlighting the fraught
interactions with armed gangs and military forces. An attempted UN
evacuation turns chaotic, showcasing the thin veneer of safety afforded by
international responders, who often found themselves entangled in the very

violence they sought to quell.

Paul's story reveals not only his courageous defiance but also the broader
moral quandaries faced by individuals and institutions during the darkest
moments in Rwandan history. Ultimately, Chapter 10 of Gourevitch's book

serves as a haunting reminder of the fragility of humanity amidst
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overwhelming evil and the extraordinary acts of resistance that can arise

even in the bleakest circumstances.

More Free Book %\


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb

chapter 11 Summary:

In the twelfth chapter of Philip Gourevitch's "We Wish To Inform You That
Tomorrow We Will Be Killed With Our Families," the author reflects on the
haunting silence and eerie scenes in post-genocide Rwanda. The narrative
begins with an unsettling observation: the absence of dogsin a country
where they had once been commonplace. As Gourevitch recalls his early
months in Rwanda, he notes the stark contrast between the vibrant life he
expected and the grim reality he encountered. Days after the horrifying
genocide of Tutsis, he learns that dogs were largely eradicated, their
elimination tragically linked to the decay of humanity during the conflict. As
Rwandan soldiers shot stray dogs consuming corpses, the deep moral
implications of this act seem to echo the broader atrocities occurring around

them.

1. Gourevitch remarks on the historical indifference of the international
community towards Rwanda, contrasting the rhetoric of the United Nations
and the Genocide Convention—declarations designed to prevent such
horrors—with the stark inaction that characterized the organization's
response to the genocide. He notes that while human beings lost their lives
in vast numbers, atragic failure of moral responsibility unfolded on the
world stage, particularly evident in the lack of intervention by outside

powers.
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2. The withdrawal of Belgian troops, following the murder of ten soldiers,
marked the beginning of the UN's significant retreat from its mission in
Rwanda. Gourevitch details how Major General Dallaire, the commander of
the UN peacekeeping mission, had warned that an appropriately equipped
force could halt the genocide, but his requests went unheeded. Instead, the
UN Security Council opted for drastic cutsto troop levels, leaving the
remaining staff with a severely limited mandate. The ramifications of these
decisions highlighted a stark disparity between the interests of powerful

nations and the human plight unfolding in Rwanda.

3. This political neglect was perpetuated by the United States, which sought
to avoid entanglement in Rwanda due to pressing memories of military
failluresin Somalia. The Clinton administration, under pressure from its
policymakers, obstructed efforts to send reinforcements to support UNAMIR
while simultaneously fostering a narrative that deflected the use of the term
“genocide.” This deliberate manipulation of language became an insidious
means of preventing the obligations enshrined in the Genocide Convention

from being enforced.

4. Asthe conflict evolved, France's intervention under the guise of
humanitarianism raised complex moral questions. French troops,
erroneoudly deemed saviors, soon found themselves entangled with the very
forces that had executed the genocide. The operation, athough initially

aimed at protection, ultimately complicated the humanitarian situation
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further, as French support shielded many of the perpetrators and allowed the

genocide to continue in the backdrop of a supposed peacekeeping mission.

5. Through poignant imagery and stark language, Gourevitch captures the
horror of the campsin Zaire, where the aftermath of genocide intersected
with the plight of the Hutu refugees. These camps, intended to be places of
safety, became breeding grounds for violence and retribution, blurring the
lines between victim and perpetrator. The complexity of human experience
emerged vividly as desperate people, fleeing their pasts, reestablished power
dynamics predicated on fear.

6. In the narrative' s conclusion, Gourevitch highlights the consequence of
the international response to humanitarian crises, exemplified by Rwanda, as
afailure of conscience. The disconnection between the rhetoric of
humanitarian responsibility and the realities of political leverage underlines
the profound challenges in addressing atrocities. The chapters culminate
with a somber reflection from Genera Dallaire, who emphasizes a need for
genuine engagement, transcending mere acknowledgment of suffering to a

commitment to meaningful action.

Gourevitch's reflections resonate as a haunting reminder of the past,
compelling readers to confront the painful truths of humanity's capacity for
violence and the ongoing struggles against indifference and inaction in the

face of such tragic history. The cacophony of war, silence of the dead, and
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voices of the living serve as a continuous call for remembrance, awareness,

and, ultimately, responsibility.
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chapter 12

In an evocative exploration of the complexities surrounding the Rwandan
genocide, the narrative begins with the words of Archbishop Desmond Tutu,
who emphasi zes a collective African shame in response to atrocities
committed in Rwanda. This perspective, while meant to foster solidarity, is
met with skepticism by some, reflecting the broader complexities
surrounding national identity and accountability in the region. The author,
reflecting on the contradictions of life in Rwanda, engagesin driving
through the picturesque landscape, where vibrant daily life seems to persist

despite the deep scars | eft by violence.

1. <strong>Ambiguity of Identity</strong>: The interaction with the people
of Rwanda serves as areminder of the ambiguity surrounding individual
identities with respect to the genocide. The author reflects on how the
vibrant life of Rwandans conflicts with the dark histories they carry, leaving

one unsure who among the children they encounter might have been a
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chapter 13 Summary:

In the aftermath of the Rwandan genocide, the complexities and cyclical
nature of violence are explored through the lens of the Kibeho camp
incident, which showcases the tragic interplay between mercy and
vengeance. Initially, the narrative highlights the grim reality of violencein
Rwanda where Hutus killed Tutsis, subsequently leading to a subsequent
pattern where Tuts forces avenged the atrocities. Thisviolenceis often
portrayed in a simplistic manner, devoid of a nuanced understanding of the

political landscape that fostered such brutality.

The author delves into the tragedy at Kibeho, a camp established for
internally displaced persons (IDPs) in the wake of the genocide, where the
presence of former perpetrators posed continual threats. The humanitarian
narrative around these events typically condemns violence universally;
however, it raises significant questions about comparative atrocities. The
text discusses notions of justified violence within historical contexts,
prompting a reconsideration of human rights standards when relating to the

aftermath of such far-reaching disasters.

Asthe RPA (Rwandan Patriotic Army) sought to disband the camp amidst
fears of threats posed by hard-core génocidaires, the international
community, including UN forces, grappled with how to approach the

situation. Tension within the camps escalated, leading to disorganization and
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violent confrontations culminating in chaos. The author recounts the
harrowing details of the violence as the RPA undertook operations to resettle
| DPs, often leading to amix of brutality by soldiers and panic by the camp

residents.

The narrative spotlights the chaotic environment, where violence erupted
amid a heavy military presence, resulting in an overwhelming number of
deaths and injuries in what began as an operation meant to restore order. The
chaos was exacerbated by misinformation and the extreme fear among the
|DPs, leading to stampedes and subsequent fatalities not only from gunfire

but also from melee attacks with machetes, echoing the horrors of genocide.

The aftermath also reflects on the psychological toll on humanitarian
workers, as individual s attempt to reconcile their roles in alandscape of
overwhelming loss and barbarity. Their experiences challenge the moral
calculations surrounding the judgments of life and death in such a context,
revealing the layers of guilt, compassion, and the haunting memories that

accompany them.

Ultimately, the exploration of the Kibeho incident acts as a stark reminder of
the disintegration of humanity amidst mass violence and the long-lasting
conseguences of revenge cycles. It leaves readers confronted with the
realities of both individual and collective suffering, examining the paradox

of mercy in alandscape marred by hatred and the question of whether true
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justice can ever be achieved in such deeply fractured societies.
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chapter 14 Summary:

In Chapter 14 of "We Wish to Inform Y ou That Tomorrow We Will Be
Killed With Our Families® by Philip Gourevitch, the narrative delves into

the complex social dynamics of Rwandans, particularly focusing on Paul
Kagame's formative years and the broader implications of identity within

Rwanda' s tumultuous history.

1. The chapter opens with arecollection of Kagame's youth in Uganda, seen
through the eyes of aformer schoolmate who describes him as an
exceptionally skinny refugee rather than an aristocratic Tutsi. This
characterization sets a backdrop to understanding Kagame's identity shaped
by exile and the sociopolitical landscape of the time, where Hutu and Tuts
identities were influenced by historical experiences rather than inherent

traits.

2. As Kagame grew up in Uganda, he and other Rwandan refugees navigated
an environment where their identities as exiles bonded them rather than
divided them. This reflection highlights how, during their time outside
Rwanda, the lines of ethnic division blurred, allowing for a collective

Rwandan identity to emerge amidst shared hardships.

3. Kagame's early experiences were marked by violence as he witnhessed

Hutu mobs attacking Tutsi homes before his family's escape to Uganda. This
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traumainstilled in him a sense of dispossession and the desire to reclaim
rights as a Rwandan citizen, a theme that persisted through the Rwandan
Patriotic Front (RPF) movement he would later |ead.

4. The chapter then explores Kagame's journey through military training in
Uganda, where he rapidly ascended due to his intelligence and strategic
prowess. Here, the tensions faced by Rwandan refugees intensified due to
rampant xenophobia and political persecution, and the lack of international

support further fueled their grievances.

5. Kagame's bond with contemporaries like Fred Rwigyema illuminated
their shared aspirations for liberation, which drove them to join the Ugandan
military and subsequently to establish the RPF, aimed at reclaiming

Rwandan sovereignty during Habyarimana's oppressive regime.

6. The narrative progresses to portray Kagame's military acumen,
particularly how he effectively transformed the RPF into a disciplined and
ideologically driven army. The chapter emphasizes that the RPF was not just
an armed group but a disciplined force committed to political change,
equipped not only with military drills but also political education aimed at
fostering responsible |eadership.

7. As the RPF captured power following the genocide, a complex

relationship emerged with the concept of liberation, where they aimed to
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navigate the challenges of rebuilding awar-torn society while facing the

specter of reprisal and unresolved injustices stemming from the genocide.

8. Kagame' s diplomatic navigation set him apart as he sought a path of
reconciliation despite ongoing tensions and potential retaliatory violence
from within the community. He expressed commitment to establishing a
new Rwandan narrative that transcended the ethnic divisions perpetuated by

past atrocities.

9. The chapter concludes with an incisive reflection on the trials of

survivors, particularly Bonaventure Nyibizi, who faced the challenge of
reconciling his existence with the weight of loss amid aravaged society. The
overarching message resonates with the broader theme of survival,
emphasizing the psychological toll of trauma that transcended mere physical

existence.

Through these interconnected reflections, Chapter 14 vividly captures the
layers of identity, trauma, and the complexities of nation-building faced by
the Rwandan people in the wake of profound violence, centering on

Kagame's leadership and the RPF s vision for a unified Rwanda.
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chapter 15:

In the aftermath of the Rwandan genocide, the landscape was marked not
only by physical ruin but also by immense emotional and social upheaval.
The survivors, orphaned and isolated, sought companionship and solidarity
in makeshift communities formed amidst the remnants of their former lives,
In alandscape littered with devastation, more than a hundred thousand
children were |eft to care for one another, while adults like Bonaventure not
only worked tirelessly to rebuild their lives but also started adopting children

to restore some semblance of family in the chaos.

1. <strong>The Burden of Trauma</strong>: Survivors, many of whom lost
family and friends, grappled with deep-seated trauma. Bonaventure's
perspective highlighted the urgency of finding purpose as a means of
healing, emphasi zing the importance of staying busy to combat idleness and
despair. The new government found itself in a precarious position, with

nearly no resources or functioning infrastructure to support anation in crisis.
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chapter 16 Summary:

In Rwanda, the aftermath of the 1994 genocide left a profound impact on its
prison system, which was initially abandoned but quickly became
overcrowded with individuals accused of participating in the atrocities. By
April 1995, over thirty-three thousand individuals faced arrest, a number that
surged to sixty thousand by the year's end, and climbed even higher in
subsequent years, resulting in at least one hundred twenty-five thousand
prisoners by late 1997. Rwanda’s central prisons, originally designed for
twelve thousand inmates, were overwhelmed, leading to appalling
conditions. Despite the dire circumstances, prisoners often exhibited
unexpected calmness and camaraderie, suggesting a phenomenon of social

order despite the chaos outside.

Many inmates were found to have internalized the authority structure that
had governed Rwanda prior to the genocide. Within prison walls, a hierarchy
reemerged, with more privileged prisoners enjoying better conditions while
the majority languished in overcrowded spaces. Raids and escapes were rare,
possibly due to a general perception among prisoners that their situation was
preferable to facing external threats, especialy given ongoing fears of

retaliation from the new regime.

General Kagame, the head of the Rwandan Patriotic Front, openly discussed
the challenge of punishing those responsible for the genocide.
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Acknowledging that nearly amillion individuals might have participated in
varying degrees, he grappled with the moral implications of arresting and
imprisoning potentially innocent people while also seeking justice for the
victims. His approach emphasized the idea of prioritizing the prosecution of
those he deemed primary offenders—the masterminds—while considering

lesser offenders differently.

The decision to release some individuals, like Placide Koloni, who held
political office during and after the genocide, sparked tensions. Koloni's
subsequent murder illustrated the deep-seated fears and political volatility
still present in a society attempting to rebuild. As many government officials
resigned in protest over ongoing violence, the fear permeated even the

highest ranks of the government, intensifying the sense of instability.

Prison conditions were also dire, particularly in notorious Gitarama, where
thousands of individuals were confined in appalling overcrowded conditions,
exacerbating physical aillments and suffering. While some improvements
were noted, the overall health crisis remained severe, with high mortality

rates due to preventable diseases.

Frustrations with the inadequacies of the justice system emerged as another
challenge. Rwanda faced an overwhelming casel oad with limited judicial
capabilities. Arrest procedures were often disregarded, leading to

accusations based merely on hearsay. Trials were almost nonexistent, and
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when they did occur, they were fraught with challenges, including an

inadequately resourced legal system.

The prevailing question for Rwandans, particularly survivors, was how to
obtain justice without further violence. The government sought to redefine
justice not through traditional means but by integrating community-based
approaches and focusing on reconciliation through accountability.
Acknowledging the psychological impacts of the genocide, the government
attempted to educate the popul ation on the importance of justice intertwined
with healing.

While attempts were made to honor and acknowledge those who had
protected Tutsis during the genocide, political infighting often stymied such
efforts. Post-genocide, the focus shifted toward rebuilding a sense of
national identity stripped of colonial and genocidal mentalities. The
government promoted the idea of fostering new societal norms, distancing
from the fear-based systems that had dominated the past.

International effortsto prosecute key figures of the genocide became a point
of contention. The establishment of the International Criminal Tribunal for
Rwanda (ICTR) was met with skepticism asit indicated alack of faith in the
Rwandan judicia system. The tribunal’ s procedures, often perceived as
politically driven, highlighted a disconnect between international

expectations and the realities on the ground in Rwanda. Furthermore, the ban
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on the death penalty sparked outrage, as many Rwandans believed that

perpetrators deserved the harshest punishments for their crimes.

In examining these complexities, it becomes evident that achieving justice
and reconciliation in Rwanda was a multifaceted endeavor, caught between
the need for accountability and the reality of societal rebuilding. The
lingering presence of unpunished crimes created an undercurrent of
frustration and resentment, making true reconciliation a daunting task in the
wake of such profound horror. It highlighted the delicate balance between
forgiveness and justice, reconciliation and retribution, leaving the nation

grappling with the scars of its past as it sought a path forward.
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chapter 17 Summary:

In this excerpt from Chapter 17 of "We Wish To Inform Y ou That Tomorrow
We Will Be Killed With Our Families," author Philip Gourevitch presents a
complex interplay between culture, humor, politics, and the aftermath of

genocide in Rwanda.

1. The chapter opens with a casual conversation between Gourevitch and an
RPA colonel, highlighting the absence of comedians in Rwanda. The colonel
attributes thisto alack of humor in a nation burdened by adversity, noting
that Rwandan jokes lack the comedic flair found in other cultures. Instead,
the discussions yield a deeper exploration of the intellectual and logical
structures inherent in Rwandan humor. Gourevitch reflects on the reasons
behind the apparent stagnation in Rwandan cultural expression compared to
its East African neighbors, suggesting that political turmoil has

overshadowed artistic devel opment.

2. The conversation quickly shifts to the serious challenges that Rwanda
faces in moving beyond its historical traumas, particularly the genocide and
the old mentalities that still pervade society. The colonel expresses afeeling
of discouragement, indicating that while jokes exist, they reflect a complex
struggle with traditional values versus aspirations for a modern identity. This
conflict exemplifies the broader societal tensions in post-genocide Rwanda,

where the paths of history, culture, and politics are intricately connected.
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3. Gourevitch then introduces a narrative involving a Hutu who, after the
genocide, seeks anonymity while discussing the pervasive dishonesty within
Rwandan society. This man articulates a belief that Rwandans often speak in
dual languages; one for outsiders and another amongst themsel ves, steeped
in secrecy and distrust. Such remarks are echoed by Colonel Dr. Joseph
Karemera, who identifies the cultural trait of deceit as “ikinamucho,”

indicating how that culture of dishonesty is deeply rooted and problematic.

4. The chapter delves into specific figures within Rwandan politics,
highlighting Théodore Sindikubwabo, the interim president installed shortly
after the assassination of President Habyarimana. Gourevitch recounts how
Sindikubwabo's actions incited violence in regions that had previously been
safe, emphasizing the rapid turn into chaos and brutality that characterized
the genocide and its aftermath. Despite Sindikubwabo' s attempts to distance
himself from responsibility for the massacres, his expressions ring hollow,
underscoring the obfuscation and betrayal that marked Rwandan leadership
during that period.

5. As Gourevitch visits the Zaire camps, he reveals the uncomfortable reality
of humanitarian efforts being twisted into support for Hutu Power. Aid
organizations inadvertently bolster the regime's propaganda and serve to
keep its power structure intact despite the considerable abuses and injustices

occurring within the camps. Humanitarian responses become complex, as
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aid is given without proper vetting, leading to situations where perpetrators

are aided while victims remain marginalized.

6. The text highlights the contradictions present in the international
humanitarian response to the Rwandan crisis. While proclaimed intentions to
aid refugees exist, many aid workers acknowledge that their contributions
have enabled the continued existence of Hutu Power ideol ogies and
militancy among the populations in the camps. This moral quagmire serves
as asignificant critique of how well-meaning actions can produce

detrimental effects, complicating the pathways to recovery for Rwandans.

7. Finadly, the narrative reflects on the deep psychological scars left by the
genocide, demonstrating how the past influences contemporary Rwandan
identity and governance. Gourevitch presents a grim acknowledgment of the
role of deception—Dboth personal and political—as a weapon that continues
to shape Rwandan lives and perceptions. The book closes with a powerful
reminder of the cyclical nature of violence and the urgent need to break free

from historical grievances to forge a more honest future.

The chapter illustrates a poignant exploration of the ambiguities and moral
challenges surrounding culture, truth, and reconciliation in post-genocide
Rwanda, emphasizing the importance of confronting the past to build a
healthier future.
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chapter 18:

In the context of the Rwandan genocide, particularly at the Mokoto
monastery, Father Dhelo displayed remarkable resilience against the
prevailing violence. His defiance deterred immediate action against him,
allowing him to continue his mission amidst chaos. However, tragically, the
sanctuary became a site of massacre when Hutu militants attacked on May
12, resulting in the horrific slaughter of numerous Tutsis who had sought
refuge there. Despite monastic vows and attempts to protect the innocent,
Father Victor Bourdeau and five other monks found themselves helpless as
they witnessed the atrocities unfold.

As news of the massacre slowly reached Kigali, parallels were drawn
between the events at Mokoto and the patterns of violence that had already
surfaced following the assassination of Rwandan President Juvénal
Habyarimana. Meanwhile, Zaire was implicated in the systematic expulsion

of Tutsis, with accusations suggesting that the government, led by Mobutu

Install Bookey App to Unlock Full Text and
Audio

Free Trial with Bookey


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb

People fave bpag [=F?
N Crazy

=t
o ALRTA Y a&\\_{_
\“:.:-\-:m L O QAN

)
We
ok

Oe

Why Bookey is must have App
for Book Lovers

30min Content

@ The deeper and clearer interpretation we provide, the better
grasp of each title you have.

E Text and Audio format

Absorb knowledge even in fragmented time.

—v Quiz
Check whether you have mastered what you just learned.

A® And more
oo Multiple Voices & fonts, Mind Map, Quotes, IdeaClips...

\ L
Free Trial with Bookey~



https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb

chapter 19 Summary:

Upon returning to Kigali in May 1996 after visiting the survivors of the
Mokoto massacre, | engaged in discussions with Rwandan President Paul
Kagame regarding the fate of Tutsi refugees being expelled from Zaire into
Rwanda. Kagame expressed the notion that if these young men were to take
up arms, the Rwandan government would train them for that purpose. Over
time, it became increasingly apparent to Kagame that dismantling the threat
posed by the Hutu Power campsin Zaire required not only military action
but also the cessation of support from the Zairean government and
international entities. This concern reflected a broader disconcerting reality:
while genocide had unfolded in Rwanda in 1994, the international
community had demonstrated an apathetic stance toward the suffering and

ongoing dangers facing the people in that region.

Theillusion of protection offered by the refugee camps dangerously
ensnared Hutu civilians, Tutsis, and others, exposing them to potential
violence without addressing the underlying issues perpetuated by alack of
coherent international policy. Kagame noted the irony of international
response, illustrating that instead of meaningful military intervention,
discussions within U.S. circles revolved around appearances and avoiding
embarrassment, showcasing a disturbing detachment from the human cost at
stake.
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As Kagame pointed out during a visit to Washington in July 1996, if the
world could not manage the dangers brewing within the camps, Rwanda
would take mattersinto its own hands. The skepticism surrounding his
warnings primarily stemmed from perceptions of Rwanda's military
capabilitiesrelative to Zaire' s vastness and Mobutu's established regime.
Nonetheless, Kagame's foresight proved accurate; in the months that
followed, mobile armies of Hutu militias and Mobutu loyalists began
Imposing significant violence upon the Banyamulenge Tutsisresiding in

South Kivu, spurring Kagame to prepare for amilitary response.

Amid these escalating tensions, an alliance formed between Kagame and
Laurent Désiré Kabila, who sought to unseat Mobutu’ s regime. A plan
materialized whereby they would recruit Zairean Tutsis to bolster their ranks
and preemptively strike against the growing threat to their communities. By
September 1996, armed confrontations began as Hutu Power forces initiated
violent purges against the Banyamulenge Tuts population, resulting in

retaliatory efforts and growing chaos across the region.

By the onset of October 1996, the situation sharply deteriorated with
government threats driving Banyamulenge into desperate straits, which
ultimately served as a catalyst for Kagame's long-anticipated intervention.
Hutu forces had utilized the refugees as a human shield, creating a complex
situation where international sentiment leaned towards humanitarian rescue,

yet the pivotal need for military action became apparent for ensuring the
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safety of returnees.

The lack of international media coverage only exacerbated the dire
circumstances; something that shifted dramatically as the threat of mass
starvation among the refugees drew reporters back to the scene, revealing the
abrasive humanitarian crisis hidden from immediate view. Even as aid
workers clashed with the practicality of addressing mass return, UN
involvement floated often ineffective plans, contradicting the urgent need for
an assertive military response to dismantle armed militias obstructing

humanitarian assistance.

When the Rwandan Patriotic Army and Kabila's forces launched their
campaign to liberate Zairean territory from the destructive alliance of Hutu
Power and Mobutu, waves of Rwandan refugees began flowing back into
their homeland. Reports of spontaneous movements suggested a complex
narrative; many were ordinary citizens, yet among them, ex-FAR soldiers

and interahamwe operatives sought to blend into the masses.

As the exodus unfolded towards Rwanda, elation mixed with apprehension
filled the air. The sheer number of returnees spoke volumes of a collective
longing for reconsolidation, yet the grim reality of how these individuals
would coexist in atense societal mix questioned the prospects of harmony.
Therein lied a paradox: a group once linked through acts of violence was

now intertwined within the fabric of a nation striving to memorialize its past
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while navigating the complexities of reconciling with its collective trauma.

The imprint of history echoed loudly aong the roads where crowds gathered
to witness the return of the very population associated with past atrocities.
The silence in the faces of returnees contrasted sharply with the vibrant hope
of rebuilding and reconciliation. The fundamental question lingered: could
reconciliation against the backdrop of such shared history sustain or would
the legacies of violence continue to haunt Rwanda’ s path forward? Each
returning figure, laden with both material burdens and memories,
symbolized the intertwined destinies of a people striving toward healing, yet
haunted by the specter of their past.
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chapter 20 Summary:

In Rwanda's highlands, an old woman named L aurencie Nyirabeza shared
her chilling story of encountering Jean Girumuhatse, the man she accused of
murdering her family during the 1994 genocide. Nyirabeza confronted
Girumuhatse after his return from Zaire, where he sought forgiveness for his
actions during the genocide. His response included deflecting blame onto the
authorities who incited the violence, a statement met with skepticism by
Nyirabeza. Despite her loss, she appeared resolute, asserting that no amount
of apology could bring back her loved ones. Surrounded by fellow survivors,
the atmosphere oscillated between laughter and grief, showcasing the
complex tapestry of emotions that enveloped their shared trauma.

As Nyirabeza reflected on her past and the return of Girumuhatse, she
pointed to the bitter reality that she remained alone, while he was reinstated
into his community life. Many survivors had settled in makeshift homes
after losing their properties, and they felt trepidation at the prospect of living

alongside their tormentors.

When Nyirabeza and | approached Girumuhatse, he openly admitted to his
culpability, portraying himself as a pawn under orders to kill. His narrative
was ablend of liability and victimhood, as he claimed forced participation in
the atrocities he facilitated. He expressed a desire to confess to the

authorities, thinking this would mitigate his punishment, all while
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underplaying his leadership role in the genocide.

Post-return, the Rwandan government's strategy sought stability, opting for a
temporary halt on arrests of suspected perpetrators to foster coexistence
between survivors and returnees. Kagama, discussing this delicate balance,
highlighted the need for gradual reconciliation between justice and socia
order. He faced the monumental challenge of convincing both survivors and
perpetrators to coexist, all while grappling with the reality of the traumatized

memories still bearing heavily on the victims' psyche.

Through it al, the emotional landscape remained fraught with tension.
Survivors, like Chantalle M ukagasana, recounted personal tragediestied to
Girumuhatse’s actions, including lost family members and a desire for
revenge that simmered beneath the surface. The survivors expressed
frustration at the aid they received compared to what returnees were
afforded, noting a widespread feeling that the international community had
overlooked their plight.

Rwanda’ s commitment to reconciliation was muddied by unresolved
grievances and an influx of returnees. The government’ s focus was to
leverage unity over historical grievances with the belief that addressing the
needs of the younger generation who suffered loss could prevent future
cycles of violence. Still, with reports of the morally bereft mentality among

some returnees—where the echoes of the past seemed to justify present
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actions—there lay a perilous path toward genuine reconciliation.

In the aftermath, many Rwandans were left with profound questions about
moral accountability and the ability for true remorse and atonement to exist
simultaneously. The dialogue around justice and forgiveness became
essential but complex, reflecting an ongoing struggle for a nation seeking

healing while grappling with its history.

The narratives of Nyirabeza, Girumuhatse, and others symbolize the
intricacies of human nature under duress, the darker impul ses of revenge and
the will for peace intertwined within the collective memory of a community

yearning for a new beginning.
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chapter 21.

In the chaotic final days of Mobutu Sese Seko's presidency in Zaire, he
grappled with both physical and mental deterioration, as prostate cancer took
hold. Despite his delusions of strength against Laurent Kabila's advancing
rebel Alliance, the reality was that Zaire's demise was imminent. On May
11, 1997, Mobutu made a significant, albeit morbid, decision to exnume the
remains of Juvéna Habyarimana, the former Rwandan President, which
speaks volumes about his understanding of political symbolism evenin his
weakened state. Habyarimana' s remains were cremated in an unconventional
ceremony, marking afuneral not only for him but also for a generation of

corrupt leadership epitomized by Mobutu.

The conditions in Zaire starkly contrasted with the opulence Mobutu
accumulated; his lakeside palace showcased |uxurious indulgences against a
backdrop of widespread poverty. As | navigated the remnants of Goma, |
witnessed the stark disparity between Mobutu's entitled excesses and the
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chapter 22 Summary:

During aflight to Rwandain February 1997, the author reflects on two
thought-provoking movies: "A Time to Kill" and "Sleepers." Both films
depict vigilante justice emerging from deep societal injustices, raising
poignant questions about morality and the failure of legal systems. While
these movies resonate with audiences regarding the nature of justice, they
simultaneously echo a troubling sentiment: that the law is incapable of
delivering true justice, a notion that troubles the author as he draws paralels

to the dire situation in Rwanda.

In December 1996, Rwanda commenced its genocide trials, a significant yet
poorly attended international event, marking the first time individuals faced
justice for genocide. Witnesses and survivors testified, yet many trials were
expedited and often lacked proper legal representation. The trials offered a
glimmer of hope amidst ongoing violence, but many Rwandans remained
skeptical as attacks from ex-FAR and interahamwe groups persisted. Both
Tutsis and Hutus, who had acted compassionately towards Tutsis, faced

threats as the fragile mood of relief began to dissipate.

Notably, the trials unveiled key figures like Froduald Karamira, charged
with inciting violence during the genocide. Histrial gained attention,
broadcast to an expectant public, despite his defiance and refusal to

acknowledge the crimes he committed. The rapid pace of the trials often
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overshadowed their gravity, reflecting the profound challengesin rebuilding

justice within afractured society.

As the narrative unfolds, the author encounters a Rwandan friend who
conveys a sense of unease and disappoi ntment post-genocide, underscoring
the deep-rooted complexities of identity and community in Rwanda. The
conversation reveals a struggle for reconciliation amidst a backdrop of
profound trauma. People grapple with the past while dealing with the
present-day conseguences of violence, raising existential questions about

humanity and forgiveness.

Madeline Albright’ s speech in December 1997, where she acknowledges the
international community's failures during the genocide, represents a shift in
the global narrative, yet skepticism about genuine progress remains
prevalent among Rwandans. Even as political leaders begin to recognize the
complexities and truths of Rwanda's experience, thereis alingering
awareness of ongoing violence and retribution as factions within the country
clash.

Towards the end of the chapter, the author shares a conversation with a
pygmy who reflects on an existential understanding of humanity. His views
on social equality and the need for unity highlight the complexities of
identity in a post-genocide society. This conversation encapsul ates the

broader themes of the narrative, namely the quest for empathy,
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understanding, and the hope for a future marked by peace rather than

division.

Ultimately, the chapter weaves together themes of justice, memory, and
identity while contextualizing Rwanda's ongoing struggle for reconciliation
and reconstructing its sense of humanity. The vivid reflections on both
cinematic portrayals and real-life experiences challenge readers to
contemplate the nature of justice and the enduring impact of trauma, as well
as the intricate dance between history and the human condition in aworld

that often feels devoid of simplistic answers.
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Best Quotesfrom WeWish To Inform You That
Tomorrow We Will BeKilled With Our Families, Stories
From Rwanda by Philipgourevitch with Page Numbers

chapter 1 | Quotes from pages 6-14

1. The dead at Nyarubuye were, I'm afraid, beautiful.

2. They had been killed there, and they were dead there.

3. The horror of it—the idiocy, the waste, the sheer wrongness—remains
uncircumscribable.

4. One hopes not to die cruelly, but one expects to die anyway.

5. | detest thisfear.

6. These victims of genocide had been psychologically prepared to expect death just for
being Tutsl.

7. Conformity isvery deep, very developed here.

8. In Rwandan history, everyone obeys authority.

9. Rwandan cultureisa culture of fear.

10. Ignoring them makes me even more uncomfortable about existence and my place in

it.
chapter 2 | Quotes from pages 15-20

1. "We watched young people going out every night, and people spoke of it on the
radio."

2. "When there were problems, people always went to the church.”
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3. "One trusted that nothing would happen at their place."

4."You didn’'t know exactly what was happening, just that there was
something coming."

5."1 was very disappointed,” Manase said. "I expected to die, and we started
looking for anything to defend ourselves with... But they were useless."”

6. "Only women and children were killed, because the men were fighting."
7. "Looking at how many people there were in Bisesero, we were convinced
we could not die."

8. "TobeaTuts in Rwanda meant death."

9. "Fighting and running gave Manase spirit, a sense of belonging to a
purpose greater than his own existence."

10. "By day, | was aone... the bodies fell down in the stream, and | used

those bodies as a bridge to cross the water..."

chapter 3| Quotesfrom pages 21-31

1. “Is hein league with the criminals? Is he a coward? And what would he expect when
he cries? Thisissimple. Thisisnormal. Thisis community.”

2. “If you cry out, where you live, can you expect to be heard? If you hear a cry of
alarm, do you add your voice and come running?’

3. “It struck me as an enviable arrangement.”

4. “What if this system of communal obligation isturned on its head, so that murder
and rape become the rule?’

5. “Hatred is the result of sin, and when Jesus Christ comes, he’ s the only one who's

going to take it away.”
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6. “ Everything was chaos.”

7. “They say you organized it,” | reminded him. He said, “ Never, never,
never, never.”

8. “I could not do such things.”

9. “Here' s afather with three sons who are doctors and two other children
who work in international finance.”

10. “How are you! We wish you to be strong in all these problems we are

facing.”
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chapter 4 | Quotes from pages 32-44

1. Rwandan history is dangerous. Like all of history, it isarecord of successive
struggles for power.

2. Power consists in the ability to make others inhabit your story of their redlity.

3. The names Hutu and Tutsl had meaning... the source of the distinction is undisputed:
Hutus were cultivators and Tutsis were herdsmen.

4. Those ideas were largely framed as opposing negatives. a Hutu was what a Tutsi was
not, and vice versa

5. No white man had ever been to Rwanda at the time of the Berlin conference.

6. The colonia state had made that almost inconcelvable, and although the Belgians
switched ethnic sides, the new order they prepared was merely the old order stood on its
head.

7. 1t will not be ademocracy if it isnot equally successful in respecting the rights of
minorities.

8. When God asks what happened, Cain offers his notoriously barbed lie: 'l do not
know; am | my brother’ s keeper?

9. Nobody in Rwanda in the late 1950s had offered an alternative to atribal
construction of politics.

10. A country in which justice loses this fundamental quality prepares the worst

disorders and its own collapse.

chapter 5| Quotes from pages 45-54

1. "Goodbye, my children, I’'m going to die."
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2. "Let'sstay here and die here."

3."l can’t remember it exactly, but | did see agroup of men on the facing
hill descending with machetes, and | can still see houses burning.”

4. "We like you, and we don’t want you to die, so we'll make you a Hutu."
5. "My name was read and my sister’s wasn't—because | was less brilliant,
less of athreat."

6. "In Rwanda, the story of agirl who is sent away as a cockroach and
comes back as a medicine woman must be, at least in part, a political story."
7. "Weredly danced in the streets when Habyarimana took power. At last, a
President who said not to kill Tutsis."

8. "Those were the good years."

9."I don’'t give shelter to cockroaches.” That’swhat he said.”

10. "You think | believe in demons?"

chapter 6 | Quotes from pages 55-62

1. Inaworld where death is always the work of enemies, distrust and subterfuge
become tools of survival.

2. Power isterribly complex; if powerful people believein demons it may be best not to
laugh at them.

3. The omnipotent President and his cronies had grown very rich, while the great
majority of Rwandans remained in circumstances of extreme poverty.

4. All Tutsis were considered to be RPF ‘accomplices,’ and Hutus who failed to
subscribe to this view were counted as Tutsi-loving traitors.

5. Rwandans often describe themselves as an uncommonly suspicious people, and with
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some reason.
6. Habyarimana' s embrace of reform was conspicuoudy hafhearted—a
capitulation to foreign coercion.

7. They were put to hard use after Habyarimana revived the despised
colonia regime of mandatory communal work details.

8. In Rwanda—the most Christianized country in Africa—messages
announcing woe would resonate strongly.

9. The atmosphere in Rwanda was tranquil—but underneath, the volcanoes
were active with discontent.

10. Rumors of poisoning and sorcery pervade all levels of society, reflecting

a deep-seated fear of enemies.
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chapter 7| Quotes from pages 63-75

1. Kanguka means "Wake Up," and the paper, edited by a Hutu from the south and
backed by a prominent Tutsi businessman, was critical of the Habyarimana
establishment.

2. In one of the most repressed societies on earth, he presented the liberating example of
aman who seemed to know no taboos.

3. It would be foolish to dispute his brilliance as a salesman of fear.

4. The interahamwe, and the various copycat groups that were eventually subsumed
into it, promoted genocide as a carnival romp.

5. Genocide, after al, is an exercise in community building.

6. The mass of participantsin the practice massacres of the early 1990s may have taken
little pleasure in obediently murdering their neighbors.

7. If everybody isimplicated, then implication becomes meaningless.

8. We the people are obliged to take responsibility ourselves and wipe out this scum.

9. The RPF had never really expected to win its war on the battlefield; its objective had
been to force apolitical settlement.

10. It was UNAMIR that tricked usinto staying.

chapter 8| Quotes from pages 76-82

1. "Where there’sawill, there saway. Let's go."
2. "They hoped to provoke the RPF ... and provoke acivil war."
3. "He suspectsit isfor their extermination.”

4. "1 realized then that these people would never protect us."
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5. "Y ou should assume that he (Habyarimana) is not aware of these activities, but ins
that he must immediately look into the situation."

6. "We were sensing something bad, the whole country."

7. "But you could feel it waswrong."

8. "Probably | told myself it’s not going to be serious. Y ah—~but obviously |

knew it was going to be serious."

9. "Nothing happens that we did not predict."

10. "l felt we're all going to die this week."

chapter 9 | Quotes from pages 83-100

1."l refused to be afraid."

2. "If we're going to die, we should die together."

3. "I was using drinks to corrupt people... feeding them liquor so they wouldn’t kill the
refugees under my roof."

"I don’t agree with what you’ re doing—a man'’ s got to stand up for something."
"Sometimes | felt myself dead.”

"Whoever survives will regret that we stayed for the rest of hislife.”

"What security do you guarantee? Where are they going?"

©® N o u &

"That the person who cut off my sister’s head should have his sentence reduced?
No!"
9. "1 kept telling them, ‘I don’t agree with what you’' re doing.’"

10. "I was telling them, ‘Listen, killing won’t gain you anything.™
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chapter 10 | Quotesfrom pages 101-112

1. We could ring the King of Belgium... | could get through to the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of France immediately.

2. | refused so many things.

3. ...the only place in Rwanda where... as many as athousand people who were
supposed to be killed gathered and, as Paul said very quietly, "Nobody was killed.
Nobody was taken away. Nobody was beaten."

4. | thought so many people did as | did, because | know that if they’d wanted they
could have done so.

5. It was more than a surprise. It was a disappoi ntment.

6. | could trust... But now | tend not to do so.

7.1 wasn't really strong... But maybe | used different means that other people didn’t
want to use.

8. If someone comes and shoots you now, do you think that with a pistol you won't die?
9. That night... asingle bullet crashed through awindow of the Mille Collines, asif to
say that the hand of death was only temporarily stayed.

10. But had the RPF not been pounding Hutu Power from across the valley, there would

have been no convoy—and probably no survivors.

chapter 11 | Quotes from pages 113-133

1. "The world had ‘ stood around with its hands in its pockets', as General Kagame put
it, during the extermination of Tutsis."

2. "How many peoplereally still remember the genocide in Rwanda?"
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3. "We made al that information available daily and the international community key
watching."

4. "The utopian premise of the Genocide Convention had been that a moral
imperative to prevent efforts to exterminate whole peoples should be the
overriding interest animating the action of an international community of
autonomous states."

5. "The mere rhetoric of moral utopia cannot dull the reality of human
suffering.”

6. "To fear justice one must first believe that one has done wrong."

7. "It isadisgrace for agenera to bein asituation where people are being
killed, defenseless, and he is equipped—he has soldiers, he has arms—and
he cannot protect them."

8. "Genocide is a cheese sandwich."

9. "It is unpleasant to hear those leaders say that the refugees would never
return except as they had come, en masse, and that when they went back
they would finish the job they had started with the Tutsis."

10. "Crimes against humanity. Where' s humanity?"

chapter 12 | Quotesfrom pages 134-139

1. "l come as one who, willynilly, shares in the shame, in the disgrace, in the failures of
Africa.

2. "Life. You knew, by the statistics, that most of the people you saw were Hutu, but
you had no idea who was who."

3. "What can you really say about a million murdered people whom you didn’t know?"
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4. "The Rwandal visited in the years after the genocide was aworld in limbo."
5. "Consider all the factors: the precolonial inequalities...the indifference of
the outside world."

6. "Power largely consistsin the ability to make others inhabit your story of
their reality."

7. "To take an example from American history, President Lincoln’s power
was more absolute than President Nixon’s, yet Nixon was surely the more
fundamentally corrupt of the two."

8. "And are its subjects merely subjects or are they also citizens?"

9. "Thisrule was famoudly articulated by the British historian Lord Actonin
his formula 'Power corrupts and absol ute power corrupts absolutely."™

10. "In the case of Rwanda, to embrace the idea that the civil war was a
free-for-all isto ally oneself with Hutu Power’ sideology of genocide as
self-defense."
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chapter 13 | Quotes from pages 140-159

1. An atrocity is an atrocity and is by definition unjustifiable, isn't it?

2. The horror becomes absurd.

3. It isimportant to understand that the inability of the relief organizations to coordinate
a successful operation set the stage for the tragedy that followed.

4. The fact that most states are born of violent upheaval does not, of course, mean that
disorder leads to order.

5. Theirreversible consequence of genocide is the extinguishing of a people.

6. Every nation has its own ghosts, and the more bodies | eft behind, the heavier the
burden.

7. Hope does not always present itself in triumphant displays of light; sometimes, it lies
within the lingering will to survive.

8. When aman kills four people, heisn’t charged with one count of killing four, but
with four counts of killing one.

9. Y ou might imagine a genocide as the end of a people, when in truth it also represents
achallengeto the very idea of humanity.

10. In times of horror, all humanity must wrestle with the lingering question: who are

we to judge the liveslost or spared?

chapter 14 | Quotes from pages 160-173

1. ‘In exile, we saw each other as Rwandans.’
2. ‘ People are not inherently bad. But they can be made bad. And they can be taught to
be good.’
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3. ‘If you are equipped to use force, you must useit rationaly.’

4. 'Y our objective isto protect society.’

5. ‘We want people back becauseit istheir right and it is our responsibility
to have them back, whether they support us or not.’

6. ‘ The problem isn’t the equipment. The problem is always the man behind
it

7. "1 have wanted to be original about my own thinking, especialy in regard
to my own situation here.’

8. ‘The soul was at stake.’

9. ‘Bringing people together and making the country whole became more
difficult.’

10. ‘Let’ sdistinguish. If we take everything to be the same, then we are
making a mistake.’

chapter 15| Quotesfrom pages 174-185

1. To keep busy isvery, very important.

2. It's good to be home.

3. Wefeel it'samoral obligation.

4. Thislife after agenocideisreally aterriblelife.

5. The trauma comes back much more as time passes.

6. Is my presence here really of any significance?

7. What does this make usin thisworld?

8. Imagine talking to Jews of reconciliation in 1946. Maybe in along time, but it'sa

private matter.
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9. Let himlivein fear.
10. | want him to explain to me what this thing was, how he could do this

thing.
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chapter 16 | Quotes from pages 186-196

1. "When we see how Koloni was killed, we'd rather be in here than out there."

2. "There are mechanisms within society—education, aform of participation.
Something can be achieved.”

3. "Sometimes one person could kill six people, and sometimes three people could kill
one person.”

4."1'd rather address the problem of putting them in prison, because that is the best way
to doit for the process of justice."

5. "If amillion people died here, who killed them?"

6. "But that was the way to deal with the situation. If we had lost these people through
revenge, that would have been an even bigger problem for us.”

7. "It smaterially impossible to judge al those who participated in the massacres, and
politically it’s no good, even though it’ sjust.”

8. "Rwanda’ s new leaders were trying to see their way around this problem by
describing the genocide as a crime committed by masterminds and slave bodies."

9. "A cattle keeper or cultivator who loses his whole family haslost his whole
economic support system.”

10. "It can happen tomorrow. Things have happened, and they can happen again.”

chapter 17 | Quotes from pages 197-212

1. "In your country, | think you have many comedians.”
2. "People who feel up against it sometimes develop a canny take on how the world

works— the rawness of it, the absurdities—and sometimes, if they’ re funny, they make
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fun of it."

3. "Those black guys are funny."

4. "But the jokes are funny."

5. "It's going to take us along time to overcome the old mentalities."

6. "Honesty was among their favorite words, and their basic proposition was
that greater truth should be the basis of greater power."

7. "The struggle between proponents of a'new order' and adherents of the
‘'old mentalities is a clash between fundamentally opposed representations of
Rwandan reality."

8. "Rwandans often spoke two languages—not just Kinyarwanda and French
or English, but one language among themselves and an entirely different
language with outsiders."

9. "It' s not safe for them to go home. They could get arrested. But what if
they deserved to be arrested?"

10. "Sometimes, you tell the truth because that is the best way out."

chapter 18 | Quotes from pages 213-223

1. "l said to them that if they thought my death could solve the problem and | would die
alone, | would be content to die."

2. "Everybody in the village was an accomplice, by silence or by looting, and it is
impossible to divide the responsibility."

3. "It'sreally a genocide going on again, but supported by Zaire against its own
citizens."

4. "1f anybody thinks Mobutu can continue to fool people, | don’t think it’s going to
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take very long to show people that we're not fools."

5. "We want to go home," he meant Rwanda. "We have no nationality here.
6 "
7
g "
9."

In the end we'll al pay for it."
Everything islies here... But save lives? No, they can’t.”
It's not an automatic, but it kills."

The al-powerful warrior who, by his endurance and will to win, goes

from conquest to conquest, leaving firein hiswake."

10. "L et Zaire give them with their land."
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chapter 19 | Quotes from pages 224-233

1. "We can achieve alot by ourselves for ourselves, and we' ve got to keep struggling to
do that."

2. "If people can help, that’s all well and good. If they can’t, we should not just
disappear from the surface of this earth."

3. "1 think we' ve learned a ot about the hypocrisy and double standards on the part of
the people who claim they want to make this world a better place.”

4."Y ou hold usto a standard that has never existed on this earth."

5. "Y ou want us to wake up one morning and have everything right—people walking
hand in hand with one another, forgetting about the genocide, things moving smoothly.
It sounds niceto talk about it."

6. "When the people receiving humanitarian assistance in those camps come and kill us,
what will the international community do—send more humanitarian assistance?"

7. "Sometimes, | couldn’t help feeling that 'this international community is looking at
us like we're from a different generation of human evolution.™

8. "We said, ‘Y ou need peace, we need peace, let’s work together, but if you do not
work with us—well.”"

9. "To you we were just dotsin the mass."

10. "They had always sworn, in the camps, that they would go home as they had

|eft—en masse, as one."

chapter 20 | Quotes from pages 234-247

1. "Behold, | am risen from the dead."
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2. "It was ahuman hell."

3. "If he can bring back my children whom he killed and rebuild my house,
maybe."

4. "We'rejust like birds. Flying around, blown around."

5. "I wait only for justice."

6. "We were just pawnsin this. We were just tools."

7. "1f this vengeance can end in this country and wrongdoers can be
punished, that would be best."

8. "There has got to be some serious thinking on the question of being
rational ."

9. "Imagine what is going on in the mind of that person."

10. "To tell the truth is normal and good."

chapter 21 | Quotes from pages 248-264

1. "The memory of the genocide, combined with Mobutu’ s sponsorship of its full-scale
renewal, had 'global repercussions, wider than Rwanda.™

2. "Just as Mobutu was what Museveni called an 'agent’ of his Western puppeteers, so
the Rwandan génocidaires owed their sustenance to the mindless dispensation of
Western charity."

3. "Time and again in central Africa, false promises of international protection were
followed by the swift abandonment of hundreds of thousands of civiliansin the face of
extreme violence."

4. "The very vacuum of responsible international engagement... created an

unprecedented need and opportunity for Africansto fix their own problems.”
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5. "Museveni urged his compatriots to pursue similarly market-oriented research. He
thought banana juice might make a hit in the soft-drink industry."

6. "The form should be according to situations... Y es, there are some
essentials which should be common... but not the exact form."

7. "He said that until corruption was brought under control... political parties
were bound to devolve into tribal factions or financial rackets."

8. "Museveni argued that a middle class with strong political and economic
interests developed, based on 'movement politics rather than tribalism."

9. "By the sheer force of Africawe shall be independent of all foreign
manipulation.”

10. "These are not genuine refugees; they're ssimply fugitives, people running

away from justice after killing people in Rwanda—after killing."
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chapter 22 | Quotes from pages 265-279

1. "With my countrymen—Rwandans—you never know what they will become
tomorrow."

2."You will al perish,” and, "Good-bye! Y our days are numbered."

3. "It isimportant that the world know that these killings were not spontaneous or
accidental ... they were most certainly not the result of ancient tribal struggles ... .
These events grew from a policy aimed at the systematic destruction of a people.”
4. "Never again must we be shy in the face of the evidence" of genocide.

5. "But, Philip," my friend said, "let’ s not be idiots. Where there are handcuffs, there's a

key.
6. "Thisisn’'t going away in one year or two years or five years or ten years—this
horror that we saw. It’sintrinsic.”

7. "l have thought alot lately about Jack the Ripper, because the Tutsis now say, ‘ Jack
iIsin.” They don't say it, but that’ s the thought since this return from Zaire."

8. "We have no exit strategy."

9. "It'sjust the only acceptable political truth. Even here in thistiny country with one
language, we aren’t one people, but we must pretend until we become one."

10. "I’ ve seen how Rwandans understood what had happened in their country, and how

they were getting on in the aftermath.”



WeWish ToInform You That Tomorrow We Will Be
Killed With Our Families, Stories From Rwanda
Discussion Questions

chapter 1| | Q& A

What location doesthe author describein thefirst chapter, and what significance
doesit hold in relation to the events of the Rwandan genocide?

The author describes Nyarubuye, a church located in the Kibungo province of eastern
Rwanda, which was the site of a massacre where many Tutsis were killed in mid-April
1994 during the genaocide. The church and the surrounding area became significant asa
location where Tutsis sought refuge, believing they would be safe, only to be betrayed
by local authorities and killed. A year later, the author visits this site, encountering the
horrifying remnants of the massacre, which reinforces the surreal and tragic nature of

the events that transpired there.

How doesthe author convey the physical state of the bodies he encounters at

Nyar ubuye?

The author provides a vivid and graphic description of the bodies found in the
classrooms of the church, noting that they were mostly decomposed and scattered, with
remains partially dressed and surrounded by personal belongings. He describes the lack
of smell due to the elapsed time since the killings, and how the bodies appeared like

images of death rather than actual corpses. The juxtaposition of the serene beauty of the
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Rwandan landscape with the grotesque horror of the remains underscores the stark
contrast between life and death in the aftermath of genocide.

What psychological and social dynamics does the author discuss
regarding the perpetrators of the genocide?

The author explores the organized nature of the genocide, emphasizing that
it was not merely the result of collective madness or a unilateral frenzy of
hatred but rather a systematic and sustained effort driven by the ideology of
'Hutu Power'. He discusses how ordinary individuals were mobilized to
commit acts of violence against their neighbors, often compelled by a
combination of fear, social pressure, and propaganda, which reduced the
psychological barriersto killing. The author highlights that many of the
killers did not necessarily enjoy the act of killing, but rather viewed it as a
necessity influenced by the societal dynamics and directives from more

powerful leaders.

What theme related to memory and under standing does the author
introduce regarding the dead and theliving survivors?

The author emphasizes the importance of remembering the past and the
necessity of confronting the uncomfortable reality of the genocide in order to
understand its legacy. He reflects on the idea that the dead will remain with
him forever, and that acknowledging their existence is ameans of grappling

with the moral implications of such violence. This theme highlights the
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tension between the haunting memories of victims and the struggles of
survivors who must reconcile their trauma and loss while seeking a new

understanding of life in a post-genocide society.

How doesthe author portray the natural beauty of Rwanda in contrast
to the horrific eventsthat have occurred there?

The author paints a picturesque image of Rwanda's lush greenery, terraced
hills, and vibrant landscapes, which serves as a stark contrast to the horrors
of the genocide that unfolded in the very same spaces. This duality reflects
the complexity of human experience in Rwanda, where beauty coexists with
profound tragedy. The commentary from local individuals about their
perception of beauty in light of the genocide indicates a deep sense of loss
and emptiness that overshadows the physical beauty of the land, reinforcing
the idea that the country's natural splendor is marred by the scars of violence
and death.

chapter 2| | Q& A

What significant event initiated the genocide described in Chapter 2, and what
impact did it have on thelocal population in Mugoner 0?

The significant event that initiated the genocide was the assassination of Rwanda' s
Hutu president, Juvénal Habyarimana, on April 6, 1994. This assassination sparked

organized violence against the Tutsi population throughout Rwanda, including in the
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Mugonero area. The local population withessed a drastic change as Hutu Power |ead
began mobilizing militias, leading to the establishment of militias and the organizatic

of attacks against Tutsis, causing widespread fear among the local Tutsi community.

How did the community leader s and local church figuresrespond to the
escalating violence at the hospital in Mugonero?

Community leaders and local church figures, like Dr. Gerard and Pastor
Elizaphan Ntakirutimana, initially played the role of protectors, with many
Tutsis seeking refuge in the Mugonero church hospital complex. However,
as the violence escalated, it became evident that some community leaders
had sided with the perpetrators. Dr. Gerard, who previously wasin a position
of authority, began to refuse treatment to Tuts patients and even arranged
for the evacuation of Hutu patients, abandoning Tuts refugees at the

hospital.

What wasthe response of Samuel and other Tuts refugees upon
realizing their situation waslosing hope, and what actions did they take?
Asthey realized their situation was dire, Samuel and other Tuts refugees
began to prepare for death. The Tuts pastorsin the hospital advised the
refugees on what to expect, collecting money for local police whom they
originally believed would protect them. However, when the situation
deteriorated further, the police they depended upon turned against them, and
their faith in the protective role of the church collapsed. Samuel recognized
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the inevitability of their fates following Dr. Gerard's announcement that they
would be attacked.

What occurred during the attack on April 16, and how did Samuel and
M anase manage to survive amidst the chaos?

During the attack on April 16, Tuts refugees at the Mugonero hospital were
subjected to an onslaught from armed Hutu militiaand local citizens who
joined in the violence. Amid the chaos, Samuel managed to escape into a
basement and lingered there until the assailants moved on. Similarly,
Manase, who had remained at his doctor employer's house for safety, was
initially separated from his family but returned to be with them in the
hospital as the attack unfolded. By staying hidden in a basement and using
the opportunity of alull in violence, both men ultimately survived, fleeing

into the surrounding areas.

What was Biseser o, and how did it serve asarefuge for Tuts civilians
during the genocide?

Bisesero was a mountainous region in Rwanda that became known for
hosting a considerable number of Tutsl civilians who mounted a defense
against the Hutu attackers. It provided a natural fortification due to its steep
terrain and caves, allowing some individuals to fight back initially against
their attackers. As reports indicate, thousands of Tutsi residents sought

refuge in Bisesero believing they could defend themselves, yet the situation
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ultimately remained dire, with continued assaults causing many casualties.

chapter 3| | Q& A

What doesthe state of theroadsin Rwanda signify about the country's
socio-political history?

The roads in Rwanda, particularly the poor condition of the road to Kibuye, symbolize
the neglect and systemic discrimination faced by the Tutsi population during the
Hutu-led governments. The network of well-constructed roads centers around the major
provincial capitals while Kibuye, aregion historically associated with Tutsis, was | eft
with an unpaved and treacherous road. This neglect reflects the broader historical
context where Tutsis were marginalized, indicating a physical manifestation of the

societal divisions and animosities that eventually led to the violence of the genocide.

Describe the eventsthe author witnessed while waiting for rescue on theroad to
Kibuye.

While waiting for rescue on the mountain road to Kibuye, the author experienced a
tense situation heightened by the sounds of a woman screaming in the valley below,
which was a distress signal in the Rwandan community. Following the sound, soldiers
responded to the alarm and apprehended a man who allegedly aimed to rape the
woman. This experience highlighted the communal obligationsin Rwandan society,
where individuals are expected to respond collectively to criesfor help, reflecting a

culture deeply shaped by trauma and the need for protection against violence.
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How does the author contrast the Hutu pastor Pastor Elizaphan Ntakirutimana's
perception of his actions during the genocide with the accusations against him?
Pastor Elizaphan Ntakirutimana presents himself as a protector and a
benefactor of the Tutsi community, adamantly denying any involvement in

the genocide and claiming he was not responsible for the death of any
individuals. He suggests that he could not possibly commit such acts,

framing his inaction and decisions as benign, influenced by a sense of chaos.
However, the accusations against him posit that he played a significant role

in orchestrating the violence against Tutsis, positioning him in stark

opposition to the narrative he constructs about his activities and moral

standing during the violence. This contrast illustrates the complexities of

memory and accountability in post-genocidal contexts.

What ar e the psychological impacts of communal responsibility that the
author suggestsin relation to the Rwandan experience?

The author highlights the psychological burden placed on individuals within
the Rwandan community regarding communal responsibility—a cultural
expectation where not responding to cries for help can lead to suspicion and
stigma. This communal duty serves both as a deterrent against violence
through collective action but also raises the stakes for moral responsibility,
asfailure to act can result in dire consequences. The author reflects on how
this system can quickly devolve into violence, particularly when

communities become divided along ethnic lines, suggesting a paradoxical
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situation where the same mechanisms of solidarity can be manipulated for

harm.

What legal and ethical issues arise from the arrest of Pastor
Ntakirutimana in the context of international justice?

Pastor Ntakirutimana's arrest raises significant legal and ethical questions
concerning international justice and accountability for crimes against
humanity. On one hand, his arrest signifies a step toward holding individuals
accountable for their rolesin the genocide; however, it also exposes the
complexities associated with extraditing individuals to international
tribunals, particularly when they possess legal rights as permanent residents
in the United States. The legal arguments against his extradition, focusing on
constitutional rights, highlight the challenges that come with reconciling
domestic legal frameworks with the imperative of international justice. This
situation underscores the tension between national sovereignty, legal
protections, and the necessity for global accountability in the face of

egregious human rights violations.
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chapter 4| | Q&A

What arethe historical origins of the Hutu and Tutsi identities according to this
chapter?

The chapter posits that the origins of Hutu and Tutsi are not entirely clear and rely more
on legend than solid historical documentation. It states that Hutus are conventionally
viewed as a Bantu people who settled in Rwanda first, while Tutsis are considered a
Nilotic people who migrated later. Historically, the two groups intermarried, lived
together, and shared a common language and politics. This intermingling complicated
the distinctions between them, leading ethnographers to argue that they cannot be

categorized strictly as distinct ethnic groups.

How did colonial powers, specifically the Belgians, shape Hutu and Tuts
identities?

Colonia powers, particularly the Belgians, played a pivotal role in solidifying the Hutu
and Tutsi identities as opposing ethnic groups. Initialy, during the colonial period, the
Belgians imposed identity cards that classified each Rwandan as either Hutu, Tutsi, or
Twa, which effectively formalized ethnic divisions. They exploited existing social
hierarchies, favoring Tutsis in administrative roles, thereby enforcing a system that
marginalized Hutus. They also propagated the Hamitic hypothesis, portraying Tutsis as
a superior race due to their supposed Caucasian ancestry, which justified this power

dynamic.
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What was the role of the Mwami Kigeri Rwabugiri in the historical development
of Rwanda's political structure?

Mwami Kigeri Rwabugiri significantly expanded and consolidated the
Rwandan state during his reign from 1860, creating a complex hierarchical
political structure that administered much of Rwanda through layers of

chiefs, governors, and subchiefs. His campaigns integrated different regions

and established a strong central authority. This hierarchy favored Tutsis for
higher roles in the military and government, embedding afeudal system

where Tutsis held aristocratic status while Hutus remained as vassals. His
governance laid the groundwork for future ethnic strife by reinforcing these

distinctions.

How did theintroduction of identity cards affect social relations
between Hutus and Tutsis?

The introduction of identity cards by the Belgiansin the early 1930s
rigidified the social relations between Hutus and Tutsis, as these cards
classified every Rwandan strictly as Hutu or Tutsi. This bureaucratic
categorization made it nearly impossible for individuals to shift identities,
thus entrenching the apartheid-like system. Discrimination in education and
employment further exacerbated tensions, diminishing Hutu opportunities
whileraising Tutsi privilege, fostering mutual resentments, and ultimately

leading to violent conflictsin later decades.
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What parallels does the chapter draw between biblical narratives and

the political violence in Rwanda?

The chapter draws a parallel between the biblical story of Cain and Abel and
the political violence experienced in Rwanda. It argues that just as Cain's
murder of Abel stemmed from a political motive—the need to eliminate a
perceived rival—so too did the violence between Hutus and Tutsis arise
from power struggles rather than from innate ethnic animosity. The text
emphasizes that, like Cain, the perpetrators often evade accountability,
hinting at a cycle of violence that reflects deeper societal issues and

unresolved conflicts over identity and power.

chapter 5| | Q& A

What significant eventsfrom her childhood does Odette Nyiramilimo recall that
relateto the Tuts genocide in Rwanda?

Odette remembers fleeing into the bush with her family and cows when she was just
three years old after witnessing men with machetes and houses burning. She recounts
her father, dressed for afestival, telling her and her siblings that he was going to die to
avoid being hunted down by the Hutu authorities, an event that led to the deaths of
many of her relatives. This early experience illustrates the beginning of the pervasive

violence against the Tutsi population.

How did the Rwandan gover nment foster ethnic violence according to Odette's
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narrative?

The Rwandan government, particularly under President Kayibanda, incited
violence against Tutsis by rallying the Hutu masses and referring to Tutsis as
‘cockroaches.' This manipulation of public sentiment was compounded by a
lack of decisive action against Hutu militia groups, which perpetrated
violence against Tutsis regularly. Events like the 1963 massacre where
thousands of Tutsis were killed were rationalized as necessary actions
against 'counterrevolutionaries,’ further embedding the cycle of violence

within Rwandan society.

What personal transfor mations did Odette'sfamily undergo to survive
amid threats from Hutu militants?

To protect themselves, Odette's father took the humiliating step of acquiring
Hutu identity papers, allowing him to be recognized as a Hutu for two years.
This allowed the family to evade some violence. However, this act of
desperation highlights the depths of fear and the stressful choices families
like Odette's had to make to preserve their lives, even at the cost of personal

and ethnic identity.

What does Odette's experience during her education in Rwanda
Illustrate about the Tutsi-Hutu dynamicsin the 1970s?
Odette's expulsion from school in 1973 exemplifies the systemic

discrimination against Tutsis. She faced immediate danger when Hutu
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students were incited to identify and expel Tutsis, demonstrating the active
persecution based on ethnicity. Her experience reflects the broader political
climate, particularly after violent upheavals in Burundi, where Hutu violence
against Tutsis was criminalized, intensifying the atmosphere of fear and

oppression for Tutsis in Rwanda.

How does Odette's story exemplify the impact of political changesin
Rwanda, specifically regarding Habyarimana'sriseto power ?

When Habyarimana took power in 1973, he initially declared a moratorium
on violence against Tutsis, allowing for atemporary respite. Odette recalls a
sense of hope and relief among the Tutsi population during this period,
believing that they could live without fear. However, the underlying
discrimination still persisted with governmental policies that kept Tutsis
marginalized through quotas and limited opportunities, thus showcasing the
complex layers of political power dynamics and ethnic identity under

Habyarimana's regime.

chapter 6| | Q& A

What social and political conditions characterized Rwanda during Habyarimana's
regimein thelate 1980s?
During Habyarimana's regime, Rwanda was characterized by atotalitarian political

order where he claimed a ridiculous ninety-nine percent of the vote amidst a growing
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discontent among the population. The Hutu population, particularly from the souther
regions, felt increasingly alienated while simultaneously, the impoverished situation
both Hutus and Tutsis remained largely unaddressed. Habyarimana's policies, includi
forced communal work, further oppressed the peasantry, and even as Habyarimana al
his associates became increasingly wealthy, the typical Rwandan lived in extreme

poverty. The political environment was marked by repression, with any dissent being

swiftly silenced.

How did foreign aid dynamicsinfluence Rwanda's political landscape
during Habyarimana'srule?

Rwanda benefited significantly from foreign aid, which shaped its political
landscape positively in the eyes of international donors. Nations like
Belgium, France, Switzerland, and even the United States viewed the
country as stable, leading to a continual inflow of aid that propped up
Habyarimana's regime. This created a facade of prosperity, masking
deep-rooted corruption and inequality, as the country's economic benefits
largely favored Habyarimana's circle rather than the general population. The
perception of tranquility in Rwanda attracted substantial aid, which
Habyarimana used to bolster his regime's legitimacy despite widespread
poverty equally affecting both ethnic groups.

What was the impact of the Rwandese Patriotic Front's (RPF) invasion

on Habyarimana's regime and the political climate in Rwanda?
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The RPF'sinvasion in October 1990 from Uganda had a profound impact on
Habyarimana' s regime and Rwanda's political climate. It provided the
government with a convenient scapegoat to escalate its repression of both
Tutsis and Hutus deemed sympathetic to them. The regime utilized the
invasion as ajustification for widespread arrests and violence against
perceived enemies, including well-to-do Tutsis and Hutus who did not align
with the MRND party's agenda. This created an environment of fear and
increased polarization, leading to tragic events such as the massacre of

Tutsisin Kibilira, which marked the onset of genocidal violence.

How did the perception of witchcraft and sorcery play into the political
climate of Rwanda?

The fear of witchcraft and sorcery was deeply ingrained in Rwandan society
and heavily influenced the political climate. Power structures operated
within a context where suspicion of one another’ s intentions was prevalent.
The belief in poisoning as a means of political sabotage led to a general
atmosphere of distrust, which the regime exploited to strengthen its grip on
power. Habyarimana's wife, Madame Agathe, was closely tied to mystical
narratives, such as those from Kibeho, that suggested Rwandan bloodshed
was imminent. Thisfusion of belief in the supernatural with political
authority meant that the elites utilized these fears strategically to maintain

control and justify violent acts.
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Can you explain the significance of the cultural and religious sentiments
surrounding Madame Agathe and the Kibeho visions?

Madame Agathe' s deep involvement with the Kibeho visions, where the
Virgin Mary reportedly warned of imminent bloodshed, reveals the
intersection of cultural beliefs with political power in Rwanda. Agathe
utilized her popularity and religious fervor to solidify her influence, often
bringing Kibeho visionaries on international travel to enhance her stature.
These visions resonated with the largely Christian population, shaping
public expectations about fate, thus intertwining the spiritual narrative of
Rwandan history with political realities. The warnings of violence reinforced
pre-existing fears and anxieties, creating a populace that might have been

more accepting of brutal government actions justified by such prophecies.
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chapter 7| | Q& A

What wastherole of the newspaper Kanguka in Rwanda's socio-political
landscape in 19907

Kanguka, meaning "Wake Up," was a newspaper that began publishing in Rwandain
1987, driven by the need to analyze Rwandan life from an economic perspective rather
than through the lens of ethnic conflict. Edited by a Hutu from the south and supported
by a Tuts businessman, the journal faced oppression but gained popularity among
literate Rwandans. Its critical stance towards Habyarimana's regime made it a beacon
for moderate political discourse, although it faced constant harassment from the
government. The newspaper became important in stirring political consciousness and

providing an alternative narrative at a time when ethnic tensions were boiling.

Who was Hassan Ngeze, and how did he influence Rwandan media and politics?
Hassan Ngeze was a key figure in Rwandan media, initially known for hisrolein
editing arival publication, Kangura, which he produced to counter the influence of
Kanguka. While he began as a seemingly humorous freelance correspondent, his career
quickly shifted towards furthering extremist ideol ogies for the Hutu Power agenda.
Ngeze's Kangura took adarker turn, publishing inflammatory articles and propaganda,
most famously the 'Hutu Ten Commandments—a document that codified Hutu
supremacy and explicitly called for the marginalization and persecution of Tutsis. His
work not only influenced public opinion through media but also served as a blueprint

for the genocidal campaign that unfolded in the 1990s.
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What were the 'Hutu Ten Commandments' and their significance in the context of
Rwandan society?

The 'Hutu Ten Commandments,' published by Hassan Ngeze, called for
extreme Hutu solidarity and outlined behavioral prescriptions for Hutus,
particularly regarding their interactions with Tutsis. They condemned any
Hutu who associated with Tutsis—through marriage, friendship, or
business—branding them as traitors. The commandments served as a
ralying cry for Hutu extremists, proliferating the ideology of Hutu
oppression and fueling animosity against the Tutsi population. They gained
significant traction, being presented as quasi-law and widely circulated; with
high-ranking officials endorsing them as a reflection of freedom of
expression. This document became a cornerstone of Hutu nationalism and

set the stage for the violence that erupted during the genocide.

How did the political environment and military dynamicsin Rwanda
shift between 1990 and 19937

From 1990 to 1993, Rwanda saw increasing violence and political upheaval,
particularly following the resurgence of the Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF).
Under pressure from the RPF and amidst escalating ethnic tensions, the
Habyarimana regime faced both internal and external challenges, leading to
the formation of multiple political parties. However, most were mere
puppets of the Hutu regime, promoting divisive ideologies rather than

genuine reform. While the signing of the Arusha Accordsin 1993 aimed to
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establish peace and a power-sharing agreement, it was met with resistance
from radical Hutu factions that viewed it as betrayal, leading to a spikein

anti-Tuts rhetoric and violence, further paving the way for the genocide.

What roledid foreign involvement, particularly from France, play in the
Rwandan conflict during thisperiod?

Foreign involvement, especially from France, heavily impacted the Rwandan
conflict leading up to the genocide. France provided military support to
Habyarimana's government, including arms and troops, effectively

bolstering the regime against the RPF and facilitating the government’s
capacity to repress opposition. The French trained Rwandan forces and aided
in quelling the RPF advances, creating a sense of impunity for the Hutu
regime. Their ongoing support and political alignment with Hutu leaders
contributed to the weakening of anti-genocidal effortsinternationally,
revealing a complex web of geopolitics that undergirded the ethnic violence

In Rwanda.

chapter 8| | Q& A

What event doesthe chapter begin with involving Odette and how doesit illustrate
the danger faced by Rwandans during this period?
The chapter begins with an incident in January of 1994 where Odette is driving her

cousins back to their hotel in Kigali when they are surrounded by a mob of
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interahamwe. This moment illustrates the pervasive danger Rwandans faced, especia
Tutsis and opposition Hutus, during the period leading up to the genocide. The episof
highlights the climate of fear and violence, as Odette, despite managing to escape

unhurt, realizes the ineffectiveness of UN protection forces (UNAMIR) when she trie

to call for help and no one responds.

What does Dallaire'sfax to UN headquartersindicate about the
intelligence hereceived regarding the interahamwe's plans?

Dallaire's fax reveals critical intelligence about a planned extermination of
Tutsisin Kigali as well as an assassination plot targeting opposition leaders
and Belgian soldiers. His informant, who was deeply embedded within the
interahamwe organi zation, described specific orders to prepare for violence
and set up an arms cache. It stressed the urgency and seriousness of the
threat to the peace in Rwanda, showcasing Dallaire's understanding that the

situation was dire and required immediate action.

How did the UN responseto Dallaire'srequest highlight the limitations
of UNAMIR'smandate and the broader failureto prevent the genocide?
The UN'sresponse to Dallaire's request for protection for his informant and
action against the interahamwe was dismissive, stating that such an
operation was beyond UNAMIR's mandate. Instead, they directed Dallaire to
inform President Habyarimana of the threats rather than take direct

protective action. This response exemplified a broader pattern of inaction
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and failure by the UN, which continued to prioritize diplomatic norms over
the urgent needs on the ground, ultimately contributing to the lack of

intervention during the genocide.

What premonitions did many Rwandans experiencein March 1994, and
how did these fears manifest in their daily lives?

In March 1994, many Rwandans experienced a collective sense of
impending doom, although they could not pinpoint the cause. This
premonition often manifested in conversations about leaving the country, as
seen with Odette and Bonaventure, who considered fleeing amidst the
ongoing violence and political deadlock. Despite the alarming signs of

escal ating tensions and violence, many hoped for aresolution, exemplifying

the tragic optimism that preceded the catastrophic events of April.

What wer e the implications of the propaganda spread by Hutu
extremistsduring thisperiod, as highlighted in the chapter?

The chapter discusses how propaganda, particularly through publications
like Kangura, exacerbated ethnic tensions and incited violence against
Tutsis. Theinflammatory articles, including predictions of Habyarimana's
assassination, cultivated a climate of hatred and fear. By promoting
narratives that framed Tutsis as enemies and scapegoating them for the
country’s problems, this propaganda played a crucial role in dehumanizing

the Tuts population and preparing the ground for the genocide that would
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follow.

chapter 9| | Q& A

What major event occurred on the evening of April 6, 1994, and how did the
characters Thomas Kamilindi and Jean-Baptiste react to thisevent?

On April 6, 1994, Rwandan President Habyarimana's plane was shot down, marking the
beginning of the Rwandan Genocide. Thomas Kamilindi, who was in high spirits for
his birthday, reacted by locking himself inside his house and listening to RTLM radio,
which was notorious for its Hutu Power propaganda. He leaned towards skepticism
about RTLM’ s news but recognized it as an accurate forecast of impending violence.
Meanwhile, Jean-Baptiste immediately sought to leave Kigali with hiswife, Odette,
urging them to escape to Butare, aregion he believed to be safer due to its more

moderate |eadership.

Describe the significance of RTLM's broadcasts after the president's assassination
in this chapter. How did they influence the unfolding events?

RTLM's broadcasts after Habyarimana's assassination played a crucial role in inciting
violence and chaos in Rwanda. The station quickly shifted responsibility for the
assassination onto the Rwandese Patriotic Front (RPF), thereby inciting anger among
Hutus and legitimizing violence against Tutsis. The broadcasts also encouraged the
population to remain indoors, a message that aligned with Hutu Power's strategy to

eliminate perceived enemies. This propaganda was essential in facilitating the
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organization of masskillings, as it provided both a narrative and a call to action for tt

extremist militiamen and soldiers.

How did the characters Odette and Jean-Baptiste navigate their escape
from Kigali, and what challenges did they face?

Odette and Jean-Baptiste experienced significant challenges while
attempting to escape Kigali. They originally planned to flee after receiving
warnings of impending violence. After securing a police escort, they gave up
their possessions as bribes. However, when the police failed to show up for
their arranged pickup, they had to drive through multiple roadblocks with
growing danger around them. They attempted to cross the Nyabarongo River
by boat, but found interahamwe militias waiting, which ultimately forced
them to flee back towards their home. Their resourcefulness allowed them to
endure multiple close encounters with death, including a moment when
Jean-Baptiste had to brandish grenades at the militiato prevent their

Immediate execution.

What experiences did Thomas Kamilindi face upon being appr oached
by soldiers, and what does his narrative reveal about the randomness of
survival during the genocide?

When Thomas Kamilindi was approached by soldiers, he was initially taken
by surprise and subjected to threats that he would be killed. Despite the

perilous situation, he leveraged dialogue and maintained a calm demeanor,
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which led to a conversation with a major who unexpectedly spared his life.
Thisinteraction and his survival reveal the arbitrary nature of how some
individuals lived through the genocide while others were systematically
murdered. It underscores the chaotic atmosphere of the time, where one's
fate could hinge on amoment's decision by a soldier, and emphasizes the
surreal moral complexities of those who sometimes chose to spare lives

amid the mass atrocities.

Discusstherole of foreign influence and the actions of the UN in the
context of the Rwandan genocide as depicted in this chapter.

In this chapter, foreign influence and the actions of the United Nations
displayed a stark contrast to the ongoing genocide. Paul Rusesabagina, the
hotel manager, made desperate attempts to protect refugees while
negotiating with Hutu Power officials, showcasing the failure of
international intervention. UNAMIR's presence was minimal and ultimately
ineffective; many of its troops withdrew, unable or unwilling to confront the
violence that unfolded. Foreign governments prioritized the evacuation of
their nationals over the safety of Rwandans, leading to a tragic abandonment
of those who sought refuge. Rwandans pleaded for help, but the international
community largely ignored their cries, highlighting a significant moral

failure during one of history’s most brutal genocides.
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chapter 10| | Q& A

What role did Paul Rusesabagina's fax machine play during the genocide in
Rwanda?

Paul Rusesabagina utilized the fax machine at the Hotel des Mille Collinesasacrucia
tool in his efforts to protect refugees during the Rwandan genocide. When the
government cut off outside communication, he discovered that the fax line still
operated, allowing him to reach out to international leaders, including the King of
Belgium and even Bill Clinton at the White House. Paul would stay up late sending
faxes and making calls to draw attention to the plight of those sheltered in the hotel,
indicating that he was actively working to rally foreign support and intervention for the

Tuts refugees.

How did Paul evaluate the effectiveness of his phone calls and the danger s faced by
his hotel guests?

Paul Rusesabagina remarked on the dangers faced by the refugees and the constant
threat of violent government reprisals. He felt that his refusal to adhere to the militia's
demands—such as the call for the assassination of individuals like Thomas
Kamilindi—was respected, although he couldn't explain why he was heeded. He
perceived the continuous killings in Kigali and the fact that the HOtel des Mille Collines
was the only refuge where, paradoxically, individuals were not taken away, beaten, or
killed. This sanctuary status, despite the surrounding chaos and violence, underscored

his influence and the precariousness of their situation.
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What happened during the first evacuation attempt from the hotel ?

The first evacuation attempt from the Hotel des Mille Collines occurred on
May 3, when UNAMIR brought trucks to transport sixty-two refugees,
including notable figures such as Thomas, Odette, and Jean-Baptiste, to
safety in Belgium. However, the convoy was stopped about a mile from the
hotel by an angry mob of interahamwe and soldiers, who forced the
evacuees to disembark and subjected some to physical assaults. Despite the
serious risks, including a beatdown of the former Attorney General, the UN
was unable to provide effective protection, and ultimately, the convoy was
allowed to retreat back to the hotel, highlighting the instability and peril that
the refugees faced.

What methods did Paul Rusesabagina employ to secure protection for
therefugeesin the hotel?

Rusesabagina employed several strategies to secure protection for the
refugees at the HOtel des Mille Collines. Primarily, he leveraged his contacts
with both local military leaders and international entities, making urgent
callsto influential figuresin government and foreign embassies. He notably
confronted a high-ranking military official, General Dallaire, and
communicated the grave threat his guests faced. Paul’ s negotiations were
also potent due to his respect within the community and his ability to
articulate the potential consequences of inaction, which he did effectively

when asserting that French political figures would bear responsibility for any

More Free Book r\


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb

deaths that occurred under their watch.

How did Paul Rusesabagina per ceive his own actions and the response
of othersduring the genocide?

Paul Rusesabagina had a nuanced view of his actions during the genocide.
He described himself not as a hero but as someone who made different
choicesin adire time, emphasizing personal responsibility and free will. He
felt deep disappointment in many of his friends who chose to align with the
killers and believed many could have acted as he did. While he
acknowledged that he played arole in protecting the refugees, he humbly
asserted that their ultimate rescue was contingent upon external forces,
particularly the advancing RPF. His reflections reveal a struggle with the
morality of the choices made by himself and others, underscoring his belief
that individuals were capable of making humane decisions even amidst

horrific circumstances.

chapter 11| | Q&A

What did the absence of dogsin Rwanda symbolize for the author during hisvisit
in 1995?

The absence of dogs in Rwanda during the author's visit symbolized the eerie silence
and emptiness following the genocide. The author observed a stark contrast between a

country typically bustling with life, evidenced by the presence of animals, and the
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desolation left in the wake of mass killings. He noticed that dogs, which are common
cherished companions in many cultures, were notably missing from the village lifeir
Rwanda. This absence was linked to the trauma of the genocide, where dogs had bee
shot by the RPF soldiers to prevent them from feasting on the bodies of the dead,
highlighting the brutal reality faced by both living beings and the population's

collective psyche.

What roledid theinternational community, particularly the United
States, play during the Rwandan genocide according to the chapter?
The chapter paints a stark picture of the international community's passive
stance during the Rwandan genocide, highlighting the United States
reluctance to intervene. Following the withdrawal of Belgian troops after the
murder of their soldiers, the U.S. administration, influenced by the recent
Somali debacle, was hesitant to engage militarily. The chapter outlines how
the U.S. used diplomatic language to avoid labeling the events as genocide,
which would have imposed obligations for intervention under the Genocide
Convention. This avoidance allowed the genocide to continue unchecked,
with the U.S. actively dissuading action and prioritizing a do-nothing

approach, effectively leaving the Rwandan population to suffer its fate.

How did the French involvement in Rwanda during the genocide
contribute to the ongoing violence according to the text?

The French involvement during the genocide, framed as a'humanitarian'
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mission, significantly complicated the situation in Rwanda. Initially, France
sought to maintain the power of the Hutu regime by providing military and
logistical support under the guise of humanitarian assistance. This included
deploying troops to create 'safe zones where many perpetrators of the
genocide found refuge. The chapter also describes how French troops were
perceived as protectors of the genocidal regime while attempting to portray
the RPF as the enemy. The French actions inadvertently enabled the
continuation of violence against Tutsis, allowing Hutu extremists to regroup
and maintain control over their militia, which facilitated further atrocities

even as international humanitarian efforts began.

What wasthe significance of Major General Dallair €' s per spective on
the international response during histimein Rwanda?

Major General Dallaire’ s perspectiveis crucial in understanding the failure
of the international community to act effectively during the genocide. He
expressed deep frustration with the apathy and detachment of Western
nations in the face of glaring evidence of mass murder. Dallaire blamed the
UN and its member states for not providing adequate resources or a mandate
that would allow peacekeepers to operate effectively. His candid admission
that he felt responsible for the deaths and the chaos that ensued reflects his
commitment to humanitarian principles that went disregarded by global
powers. Dallaire's views also emphasize the moral failure of nations that

prioritize their interests over intervention in humanitarian crises, leaving
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millions to suffer while they engaged in political maneuvering.

What enduring impacts did the Rwandan genocide and the subsequent
inter national response have on the local population, particularly the
dynamics of Hutu and Tutsi identities?

The Rwandan genocide and the subsequent international response had
profound and lifelong impacts on the local population, particularly on Hutu
and Tuts identities. The genocide was driven by deeply entrenched ethnic
animosities, and the aftermath left over amillion Hutus fleeing into exile,
often accompanied by feelings of victimization and denial of the atrocities
committed. This created a complex narrative wherein many Hutus were able
to position themselves as victims fleeing the advancing RPF rather than
acknowledging their role in the genocide. Furthermore, the establishment of
refugee camps filled with Hutu militants continued to perpetuate the cycle of
violence, as these camps mirrored the old Hutu Power structures. The
ongoing violence and political tensions manifested in a significant impact on
how both Hutus and Tutsis viewed each other, complicating reconciliation
effortsin a society where distrust and trauma continued to fester long after

the genocide formally ended.

chapter 12| | Q& A

What was the significance of Desmond Tutu's comments at the assembly of
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government leaders regarding Africaand its failures?

Desmond Tutu's comments highlighted a sense of shared responsibility
among Africans for the events occurring on the continent, particularly the
Rwandan genocide. He expressed solidarity with those affected and a
collective African shame, implying that the events in Rwanda resonated with
al Africans, asthey collectively contributed to Africa's narrative. This
emphasis on race and shared identity was contentious, particularly as an
assembly member pointed out that the dynamics in Rwanda were unique and
that Africas response, or lack thereof, was not indicative of aunified or
collective failure. Instead, they suggested that the genocide should be

viewed as a crime against humanity rather than an African-specific issue.

What did the author reflect on when describing therural lifeand
landscapes of Rwanda after the genocide?

The author described the contrast between the vibrant, everyday life he
observed in rural Rwanda and the dark history of the genocide that had
occurred. He noted that while life seemed to go on with children playing and
adults working, there was an underlying reality that most inhabitants were
either survivors or perpetrators of mass violence. The beauty of the
landscape and daily activities were sharply contrasted with the horrors of
genocide, highlighting a superficial normalcy that masked the profound
changes and trauma experienced by the population. The author reflected on

how Rwanda had entered a different phase after the genocide, noting the
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significance of this rupture in the country’s history.

How doesthe author critique the narrative surrounding the Rwandan
genocide and the subsequent conflict?

The author critiques the reduction of the Rwandan genocide to asimplistic
narrative of two equal sides engaged in indiscriminate violence. He
challenges the portrayal of the conflict as a'mora ambiguity' where both
sides were equally culpable by emphasizing the genocidal ideology of Hutu
Power that led to the systematic killing of Tutsis. By doing so, he argues that
such reporting obscures the historical and political contexts and diminishes
the gravity of the genocide itself. The author is critical of those who
sensationalize the violence without acknowledging the underlying
ideological factors and the distinct nature of atrocities committed during the

genocide.

In what ways does the narrative on Rwanda's political situation
post-genocide differ from how civil wars are generally under stood?
The narrative in Rwanda post-genocide diverges from typical civil war
understandings where conflicts are often portrayed merely as chaotic power
struggles without ideology. The author suggests that the Rwandan genocide
was not just a random act of violence, but deeply rooted in historical
inequalities, political propaganda, and extreme nationalism driven by Hutu

Power. This underscores the necessity of context and ideological grounding
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in understanding the motivations behind such conflicts, contrasting with

perspectives that diminish the political stakes and complexities involved.

What insights doesthe author offer about the challenges faced by
Rwandansin the aftermath of the genocide?

The author reflects on the profound challenges facing Rwandans as they
navigated life in the aftermath of the genocide. He emphasizes that those
who survived must grapple not only with their personal traumas but also
with the collective memory of loss and the societal ruptures that occurred.
The survivorslive in astate of 'in limbo', where daily life continues against a
backdrop of grief and unresolved social tensions. The efforts to rebuild and
rehabilitate the nation bring about stories of resilience, but the author notes
the ongoing struggles with trauma, the complexity of identities, and the need
for meaningful understanding and reconciliation in a society marked by deep

divisions.
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chapter 13| | Q& A

What does the author reflect on regarding the cycle of violence seen in Rwanda,
particularly after the Kibeho killings?

The author reflects on the troubling cycle of violence that occurred in Rwanda, where
the genocide of Tutsis by Hutus was followed by retaliatory violence against Hutus by
Tutsis. He questions the simplification of this violence into a narrative where 'Hutus kil
Tutsis, then Tutsis kill Hutus' without understanding the broader context and
complexities behind these actions. He critiques how such narratives can obscure
individual suffering and the specific historical and political circumstances that led to
such atrocities. The author also expresses a desire to ook beyond the generic reports of
massacres that render the dead and their killers anonymous, seeking a deeper
understanding of the events at Kibeho, which demonstrate the troubling dynamics of

violence in post-genocide Rwanda.

How doesthe author critique the way international humanitarian agencies and the
UN handled the Kibeho refugee camps?

The author critiques the international community and humanitarian agencies for their
ineffective handling of the Kibeho camps, particularly when managing the presence of
Hutu Power loyalists among the IDPs. He argues that these organizations failed to
develop a coherent plan to close the camps peacefully and allowed the situation to
deteriorate, escalating toward violence. He points out that when their efforts to evacuate

people failed, the Rwandan Patriotic Army (RPA) had to intervene, leading to a
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catastrophic closure of the camp that resulted in mass casualties. The author reflects ¢
how various stakeholders, including the government, UN officials, and humanitarian
workers, contributed to the chaos, often neglecting the underlying political dynamics

and the potential collateral damage of their actions.

What wer e the circumstances leading to the chaos and violence during
the closing of the Kibeho camp, asdescribed in the chapter?

The chaos and violence during the closing of the Kibeho camp were
precipitated by a combination of panic among the displaced persons (IDPs),
misinformation about safety, and aggressive tactics used by the RPA. When
the RPA encircled the camp to facilitate the closing, fearful IDPs rushed
toward the supposed safety of the UNAMIR compound. This panic led to
stampedes that resulted in injuries and deaths. As tensions mounted, some

| DPs began to resist evacuation and threw projectiles at RPA soldiers. In
response, the soldiers opened fire, triggering widespread violence within the
camp, leading to indiscriminate shootings and retaliatory attacks. The lack of
organized control and coordination among the troops, compounded by the
presence of armed génocidaires among the IDPs, created a perfect storm for

violence and tragedly.

What does the author imply about the nature of genocide and collective
violence when discussing the after math of the Kibeho massacr e?

The author implies that understanding genocide and collective violence
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requires a nuanced analysis of intent and responsibility. He highlights the
distinction between collective atrocities and individual acts of violence,
emphasizing that all acts of murder are unjustifiable but must be
contextualized within the broader historical and political narratives. He

rai ses questions about the morality of revenge and the complexities of
victimhood, as some IDPs in Kibeho were perpetrators of the prior genocide.
The author suggests that viewing genocide as merely a series of violent
episodes fails to grasp the intent behind it, which is the systematic
eradication of a people. He challenges the reader to think critically about the
responsibility of all partiesinvolved and the ramifications of actions taken in

the name of justice.

How does the chapter illustrate the psychological impact of the violence
in Kibeho on both survivorsand those involved in humanitarian
response efforts?

The chapter vividly illustrates the psychological toll of the Kibeho violence
through the testimonies of humanitarian workers and survivors. Workers
described feelings of helplessness and guilt as they navigated the chaos and
trauma of the camp. They recounted moments of emotional numbness,
laughter inappropriately situated amid horror, and the struggle to reconcile
their roles as saviors with the atrocities unfolding around them. Survivors
grappled with fear, the threat of revenge, and the memory of their painful

losses. The mixed emotions—ranging from hopefulness to deep
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despair—convey the complexities of their situations as they lived in the
aftermath of a brutal genocide, continuously haunted by the specter of

violence and the mora ambiguities of their actions.

chapter 14| | Q& A

What wer e Paul Kagame's early experiences asarefugee in Uganda, and how did
they shape hisidentity?

Kagame experienced significant adversity as arefugee in Uganda, having fled Rwanda
during an attack on his home by Hutu mobs in 1961 when he was just four years old.
His family's escape to Uganda marked the beginning of alifelong status as a foreigner,
where he faced societal discrimination despite being well-accepted temporarily in
Uganda. He was always seen as a foreigner, which shaped hisidentity and instilled a
sense of obligation to fight for the rights of Rwandans back home. Being an outsider
influenced his understanding of Rwandan unity and the need for collective identity
among Rwandans, further motivating him to join the armed struggle against the

Hutu-dominated government back in Rwanda.

What cultural perceptions of Tutsisand Hutus doesthe chapter address,
particularly regarding their identities and historical narratives?

The chapter delves into the cultural stereotypes surrounding Tutsis and Hutus, noting
that Tutsis were often percelved as'arrogant' and elitist due to their historical

background as the aristocracy, while Hutus were seen as the peasants. However, this
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perception is complicated by the background of refugees and the subjective experien
of individuals. While Tutsis were characterized by the myth of an aversion to food ar
a preference for milk, these were socially constructed narratives that masked the
realities of their survival asrefugees. The exiled Rwandans, irrespective of their Tuts
or Hutu backgrounds, often came together in their refugee identity, focusing on their
shared nationality rather than ethnic distinctions, particularly in Uganda, where they

could be viewed as simply 'Rwandans.

What was the significance of Kagame'srelationship with Fred
Rwigyema during their childhood, and how did it influence their future
actions?

Kagame's friendship with Fred Rwigyema was pivotal, as they grew up
together in Uganda and shared dreams of liberation for Rwanda from the
oppressive Hutu regime. Thelir discussions as children fostered a strong
ideological foundation for their eventual military endeavors. Rwigyema's
decision to join the Ugandan rebels was a key turning point for Kagame,
who later followed suit after Rwigyema's assassination. This bond not only
shaped Kagame' s approach to leadership and warfare but also produced a
collective sense of responsibility to reclaim their homeland, marking the
beginning of the Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF) and their military efforts
against the Habyarimana regime.

How did the Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF) attempt to distinguish
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itself from the Hutu Power movement, and what strategies did it employ
during the conflict?

The RPF sought to distinguish itself by emphasizing that its struggle was
against the dictatorial regime rather than against the Hutu people as awhole.
Thiswas articulated by |eaders within the RPF who focused on liberation
and unity rather than ethnic division. The RPF prioritized inclusive
recruitment, welcoming Hutus among its ranks and using narratives around
justice and political improvement to mobilize support. Their military
discipline was matched with political education, encouraging soldiers to
think critically and act responsibly, which stood in stark contrast to the
chaos associated with Hutu Power ideologies. The RPF aimed to establish a
new Rwandan identity that transcended ethnic distinctions, positioning itself

as aforce for national unity and representation of all Rwandans.

What challenges did Kagame and the RPF facein rebuilding Rwanda
after the genocide, and how did they approach these issues?
Post-genocide, Kagame and the RPF faced immense challenges, including
widespread trauma, societal mistrust, and the need for reconciliation amid
ongoing ethnic tensions. The genocide had destroyed much of the legal
system and key societal structures, leading to chaos and personal vendettas
in alawless environment. Kagame acknowledged the complexities of
governance in Rwanda and recognized the necessity of addressing past

grievances while promoting avision of national unity. He sought to bridge
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social divides through policies like abolishing ethnic identity cards and
prioritizing institutional checks on power, though he faced criticism
regarding perceptions of minority rule. Kagame's approach was
characterized by pragmatism and the firm belief that addressing systemic
issues through reason and collective responsibility was pivotal for Rwanda's

recovery.

chapter 15| | Q& A

What strategies did survivorsin Rwanda employ to cope with the aftermath of the
genocide, especially regarding their relationshipswith each other?

Survivors of the Rwandan genocide engaged in various strategies to cope with trauma
and loss. Many sought out each other to form 'surrogate families,' coming together to
find safety and comfort in makeshift homes. They squatted in abandoned structures,
like shacks and schools, creating a semblance of community amidst devastation. This
collective living helped provide emotional support to those grappling with grief and
trauma. Bonaventure, a survivor, illustrated this by emphasizing the importance of
staying busy to avoid the idleness that could lead to despair. He adopted more children

to mitigate feelings of loss and channel his energy into rebuilding his life.

How did the Rwandan diaspora respond to the situation in their homeland after
the genocide, and what wer e their motivationsfor returning?

In the wake of the genocide, there was a remarkable and unprecedented rush of
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Rwandan expatriates, particularly Tutsis, returning to Rwanda. Despite the immense
destruction and loss, tens of thousands returned almost immediately after the RPF
seized control. Their motivations were multifaceted: a profound longing for home, a
desire to confront the devastation left behind, and a need to defy the genocide that
sought to annihilate their identity. The harsh redlity of their living situation abroad,
combined with the opportunity for economic revival in the post-genocide landscape,
also contributed to their return. Many were attracted by the potential for business, as
demand for goods drastically outstripped the supply, allowing returnees to find

profitable ventures.

What challenges did returneesface asthey reintegrated into Rwandan
society post-genocide?

Returnees faced significant challenges upon reintegrating into Rwandan
society. There was a palpable tension between newcomers and those who
had stayed. Many survivors felt resentment towards returnees, attributing
their survival to alack of solidarity during the genocide and questioning
their understanding of the local context. Thisled to afractured social
dynamic, with lingering suspicions and mistrust between different groups.
Additionally, the overwhelming presence of newcomersin a decimated
society caused some locals to feel displaced in their own homes. There was
also alack of understanding and common experiences between returnees
from different countries, which further contributed to a sense of alienation

and division.
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What were the psychological impacts of the genocide on survivors and
returnees, as seen through the experiences of individuals like Odette and
Edmond?

The psychological impacts of the genocide were profound and lasting for
survivors and returnees. Individuals like Odette and Edmond revealed deep
emotional scars as they struggled with their trauma. Odette spoke of the
difficulty in reconciling her feelings, both for her lost family and for the
survivors' anguish. She commented on the pervasive nature of trauma,
noting that it often returned with greater intensity over time, leaving many
survivors feeling depressed and overwhelmed. Edmond expressed a similar
desire for understanding and reconciliation, struggling with feelings of loss
and anger towards those who perpetrated the atrocities. Both narratives
highlighted the struggle with collective trauma, identity, and the long-term

repercussions of the genocide on personal relationships.

How did the differing experiences between Tutsi returnees and those
who remained in Rwanda shape the new societal dynamics?

The differing experiences between Tuts returnees and those who remained
in Rwanda led to a complex and evolving societal dynamic. Returnees often
arrived with a sense of entitlement, having lived in safer conditions abroad,
which contrasted starkly with the struggles of local survivors who bore the
trauma of genocide. This created friction, as many locals resented the

returnees perception of their experiences and the manner in which they
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reclaimed homes and resources. Tensions were compounded by the varied
backgrounds of returnees, who had lived in different countries and faced
different challenges, leading to cligues and hardened divisions within a
society that was already fractured by ethnic strife and violence.
Consequently, the returnees found it challenging to integrate fully into the
post-genocide community, as mutual mistrust remained prevalent. The
interplay of historical grievances, psychological trauma, and economic

competition contributed to ongoing divisions in post-genocide Rwanda.
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chapter 16| | Q& A

What was the state of Rwanda's prison system during and after the genocide,
according to the chapter?

The chapter describes the Rwandan prison system as heavily impacted by the genocide
that resulted in mass arrests of individuals accused of participating in the violence.
Initially built to house twelve thousand inmates, by 1995, the number of incarcerated
individuals had skyrocketed to at |least thirty-three thousand, reaching sixty thousand by
the end of the year. Prisons were overcrowded, and in 1997, the total number of Hutus
in prison had risen to one hundred twenty-five thousand, with many facilities expanded
and new ones built to accommodate the influx. Conditions inside these prisons were
grim, with overcrowding leading to severe hygiene problems and health crises, yet
prisoners generally displayed a calm demeanor, possibly dueto their disbelief at being

alive after the genocide.

How did the chapter portray the behavior and mindset of the prisonersin
Rwandan jails?

Despite the dire circumstances, prisoners were described as generally orderly and calm.
There were very few fights, and all prisoners embraced a sense of resignation to their
fate. Many expressed confidence that their ‘brothers' in refugee camps would soon
liberate them, which indicated a mix of defiance and hope. Their behavior was
juxtaposed against a background of terror and violence they were accused of

perpetrating, creating a paradox where the environment inside prisons seemed to reflect
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a continuation of social hierarchies, with educated prisoners holding more comfortab

conditions than less educated ones.

What wer e the challenges faced by the Rwandan gover nment regarding
justice and accountability for genocide perpetratorsasoutlined in this
chapter?

The Rwandan government's challenges in addressing justice and
accountability for genocide perpetrators stemmed from the overwhelming
number of arrests and the lack of resources to conduct trials. Judicial
paralysis was exacerbated by an inadequately trained police force without
sufficient evidence-gathering capabilities. The Rwandan court system was
effectively closed for over two years, scrambling to handle tens of thousands
of complex cases. The government faced a dilemmain balancing the need
for justice with the reality that many innocent people might be wrongfully
imprisoned, and there was no practical way to conduct fair trials without

international support or sufficient infrastructure.

What doesthe chapter reveal about the approach of the Rwandan
gover nment towar dsjustice for the genocide and how did they seek to
differentiate between perpetrator s?

The chapter reveal s that the Rwandan government sought to implement a
form of justice that focused on the masterminds of the genocide rather than

the ordinary perpetrators. Leaders like General Kagame articulated a desire
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to distinguish between those who orchestrated the genocide and those who
participated under coercion or duress. This distinction reflected a broader
strategy of addressing systematic violence with a focus on societal healing
rather than punitive justice, proposing that past injustices could be
reconciled through community-based approaches, even if this meant
lowering standards of judicial proceedings. They discussed village hearings
and compensatory justice as traditional methods to achieve community

unity.

How did the international community, particularly the UN, respond to
Rwanda's needs post-genocide, and what wer e the implications of that
response?

The international community's response, particularly from the UN, involved
establishing the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, which
ultimately frustrated the Rwandan government. Instead of supporting
national courts, the UN tribunal operated away from Rwanda and engaged in
aslow and mismanaged process that appeared to prioritize international
standards over local needs. Thisled to feelings of betrayal among
Rwandans, as many perceived the UN's actions as dismissive of their
sovereignty and afailure to address justice for the vast number of
perpetrators still at large. The Rwandan government felt that this
undermined the potential for reconciliation and made the situation

unnecessarily complex for those seeking justice.
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chapter 17| | Q&A

What was the significance of the conver sation one evening between the narrator
and the RPA colonel regarding comediansin Rwanda?

The conversation centered on the notion that humor and comedy could arise from
adversity and suffering, as reflected in the American black comedian experience. The
colonel observed that despite the adversity faced by many Rwandans, there were no
comedians in Rwanda. This pointed towards a cultural reflection on Rwanda's lack of a
robust artistic tradition, especially in contrast to neighboring countries that had rich
artistic heritages. The colonel's remarks suggested a sense of discouragement regarding
the state of Rwandan society, acommentary on limited forms of expressionin a

post-genocide context.

How did the narrator feel about the Rwandan art scene in comparison to other
countriesin East Africa?

The narrator expressed disappointment over the poverty of Rwandan art and culture,
highlighting that while visual arts, music, and literary cultures thrived in neighboring
countries like Uganda, Tanzania, and even Burundi, Rwanda lagged significantly. He
noted that the existing cultural expressions, such as traditional songs and folk
narratives, were overshadowed by the political propaganda of the Hutu Power regime.
The conversation with the colonel signaled a deeper concern about the struggles

Rwandans faced in balancing traditional values with modern influences and aspirations.
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What did the colonel's insight on Rwandan humor reflect about the societal
mindset post-genocide?

The colonel’ sinsight that Rwandan jokes were not humor in the
conventional sense, but rather intellectual commentaries on societal norms
and behaviors, revealed a complex interplay of cultural identity and the
ongoing challenges Rwandans faced post-genocide. His jokes, rooted in
logic and critique, epitomized a society grappling with issues of identity,
foreign influence, and the painful legacy of the genocide. This pointed to a
lack of light-hearted humor and a more serious, introspective cultural milieu
that may not yet have healed enough to embrace the comedic forms present

in other cultures.

What concernsdid the narrator and the Hutu infor mant expr ess about
Rwandans' ability to communicate truthfully, and how did this

per ception tieinto post-genocide society?

Both the narrator and the Hutu informant shared a belief that there was a
culture of secrecy and atendency towards dishonesty among Rwandans. The
informant explicitly stated that Rwandans often lie even among themselves
and express suspicion towards outsiders. This behavior was attributed to the
historical legacy of distrust and manipulation that was intensified during the
political turmoil leading up to and during the genocide. The perception
depicts a society that had not only been fractured by violence but also by a
deep-seated need for self-preservation through secrecy, further complicating
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reconciliation efforts.

How did the narrator interpret the RPF’ s stance on honesty and truth in
contrast to the Hutu Power regime, and what wer e the implications of
this outlook?

The narrator noted that the RPF painted its struggle as an attempt to establish
a government based on honesty and reality in stark contrast to the Hutu
Power regime's fabricated narratives. The implications of this outlook were
profound, as it emphasized the contours of political discoursein
post-genocide Rwanda, where the validity of narratives could determine
power dynamics. The RPF's focus on 'truth’ as a cornerstone for their
governance was a direct rebuttal to the lies that perpetuated the genocide,
suggesting a foundational belief in truth-telling as essential for rebuilding
society, yet also revealing an ongoing battle against ingrained patterns of

misinformation and deceit.

chapter 18| | Q& A

What significant event took place on May 8, 1994, at the Mokoto monastery, and
what immediate actions wer e taken by the monks?

On May 8, 1994, a Hutu mob assembled around the Mokoto monastery, where closeto
athousand Tutsis had sought refuge. Shots were fired, prompting many Tutsis to take

shelter inside the church. The monks at Mokoto received a warning about a major
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attack planned for the following days. Most of the monks were evacuated, but six,
including Father Victor Bourdeau, chose to stay behind until the attack occurred on
May 12. During this attack, Hutu fighters breached the church and began executing

Tutsis with machetes as Father Victor and other monks fled.

What wastherole of Father Dhelo during the events at Mokoto, and
how did the Hutu militants perceive him?

Father Dhelo played a significant role as a figure of resistance at Mokoto. He
openly declared to the Hutu militants that he would be willing to die rather
than abandon the Tutsis. His defiance initially led the militantsto refrain
from targeting him. However, he later |eft the monastery for business,
indicating a complex situation where he sought a balance between staying to

protect the Tutsis and attending to his own safety.

What implications did the situation in North Kivu have for the broader
context of Rwandan and Zairean Tuts refugees?

The ongoing violence in North Kivu reflected alarger pattern of ethnic
cleansing against Tutsis, exacerbated by government policiesin Zaire that
rendered many Tutsis stateless. This situation led to forced returns of
refugees to Rwanda where their safety was precarious. The expulsion of
Tutsis from North Kivu, compounded by Zairean government complicity
with Hutu militants, highlighted the international community's failure to

intervene effectively and raised concerns about genocide at the UN.
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How did Zairean President Mobutu Sese Seko's actions shape the

conflict, and what was his relationship with the international community
during this period?

Mobutu Sese Seko's regime was characterized by both authoritarian rule and
exploitation of the Zairean population while orchestrating a narrative of
strength amid chaos. His support for Hutu militias against Tutsi refugees in
Zaire served to maintain his hold on power and divert attention from his
governance failures. Despite international criticism, Mobutu found renewed
relevance during the Rwandan genocide, as Western powers sought to use
him as a mediator for the refugee crisis, reflecting a complex and often

hypocritical relationship.

Discussthe inter national humanitarian responseto thecrisis,
particularly regarding evacuation effortsfor Tuts refugees. What
limitations wereidentified?

The international humanitarian response to the Tuts refugees following the
Mokoto massacre was critically limited. Organizations like the International
Organization for Migration (IOM) were constrained by strict mandates that
prevented them from assisting internally displaced individualsin crossing
borders, prioritizing neutrality over immediate safety concerns. Thisled to a
lack of decisive action to save lives, with aid focused more on providing
relief supplies rather than taking the risk necessary to ensure safety for those

in imminent danger. The humanitarian agencies often acknowledged the
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moral dilemma of remaining neutral while people were being killed, yet they
were unable or unwilling to alter their operational guidelines to respond
adequately.
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chapter 19| | Q& A

What was General Kagame's stance on training young Tuts refugees who were
returning from Zair e, according to the chapter?

Kagame indicated that if some of the young men had to engage in combat, the Rwandan
government would train them. This training was seen as necessary to dismantle the
threat posed by Hutu Power camps in Zaire, as Kagame believed the threat could not be
dismissed solely by international apathy and needed a more proactive approach.

How did Kagame view the inter national community'sresponseto the situation in
Rwanda and Zair e after the genocide?

Kagame expressed disappoi ntment with the international community, criticizing their
lack of coherent policy in addressing the ongoing humanitarian crisis and the dangers
posed by the Hutu Power camps. He felt that the world's concern was superficial,
primarily focused on not looking foolish in their actions, while in reality, people were

dying and suffering from the political failures of prior engagements.

What wer e the consequences of therepatriation of Rwandan refugees from
Burundi asnoted in the chapter?

The repatriation of refugees from Burundi was largely framed as voluntary, even
though many returnees reported feeling they had no choice but to come back. This

process was marked by a significant return of around 200,000 people who were
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welcomed back in their communities, leading to lower-than-expected rates of violenc

during this repatriation compared to anticipations of chaos and revenge.

What wasthe situation of the Banyamulenge people in South Kivu
during theviolenceinstigated by the Hutu Power and Mobutist for ces?
The Banyamulenge, a group of Zairean Tutsis, faced systematic violence and
harassment from both Hutu and Mobutist forces. They were seen as targets
for raids and were subjected to derogatory propaganda. When violence broke
out against them, they were better armed than the Tutsisin North Kivu and
fought back against their attackers, which stirred a cycle of conflict in the

region.

How did General Kagame's plans evolve asthe situation in Zaire
changed, particularly regarding the ADFL movement and the refugee
crisis?

As violence escalated in Zaire, Kagame recognized the need to intervene
directly, seeking to save the Banyamulenge and rallying a coalition of forces
to combat the Mobutist and Hutu Power threats. His strategy involved a
three-pronged approach: empowering the Banyamulenge to resist,
dismantling the Hutu Power camps to facilitate the return of Rwandan
refugees, and changing the political landscape in Zaire. This ultimately led
to coordinated military actions that accelerated the return of refugees and the

collapse of Mobutu's government.
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chapter 20| | Q& A

Who is Laurencie Nyirabeza and what events from the genocide does she recount
in her meeting with the narrator?

Laurencie Nyirabezais a survivor of the Rwandan genocide who recounts the brutal
experiences she faced during that time. In her meeting with the narrator, she describes
how Girumuhatse, a man from her community, attacked her and killed ten members of
her family, including her children and grandchildren. She vividly recalls the physical
abuse she suffered, including being beaten with a stick, receiving a machete blow, and
being thrown into a ditch where she was left for dead. The emotional impact of her
family's loss and the return of Girumuhatse to their neighborhood profoundly affect her,

leading her to confront him and express her suffering.

What does Girumuhatse admit to during his conver sation with the narrator, and
how does he justify his actions?

Girumuhatse admits to having been involved in the genocide, specifically
acknowledging that he was the leader of aroadblock during which he ordered killings.
He justifies his actions by stating that he was under orders from the state, which
pressured him to kill to avoid being killed himself. He claims to have acted as a pawn,
manipulated by the authorities, and insists that he had to do what was commanded to
protect himself and his family. He expresses a desire to reconcile with the past and

hopes that confessing will lead to leniency under the new laws regarding genocide.
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How do the survivors express their feelings towards Girumuhatse's return and his
request for forgiveness?

The survivors have mixed feelings regarding Girumuhatse's return and his
request for forgiveness. Laurencie Nyirabeza, who confronts him, openly

scoffs at his request, emphasizing that no apology can bring back her

children or restore her life. The atmosphere during their gathering is tense

yet occasionally lightened by laughter at the absurdity of Girumuhatse's

claim of innocence. Other survivors express their disbelief that someone

could so easily |eave behind the atrocities committed and ask for

forgiveness. They collectively voice alonging for justice and acknowledge

the profound emotional wounds left by the genocide.

What larger social and political context surroundsthereturn of
genocide perpetratorslike Girumuhatse?

The return of genocide perpetrators like Girumuhatse occurs within alarger
social and political context where the Rwandan government, led by Genera
Kagame, emphasizes national reconciliation and stability over immediate
justice. The government initially instituted a moratorium on the arrests of
genocide suspects to promote a peaceful reintegration of returnees and
prevent further violence. This approach reflects a calculated effort to manage
the delicate balance between seeking justice for survivors and fostering a
peaceful coexistence in a post-genocide society, despite survivors feeling

neglected and fearful of their rights and safety.
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What concerns are raised about the future of Rwandain light of the

genocide and the reintegration of perpetrators?

Concerns about the future of Rwanda involve the potential for renewed
violence and revenge as survivors grapple with their trauma and the presence
of former perpetrators. Survivors express fears that young people, who have
lost their families and lack hope, might seek vengeance or become involved
in extremist violence. This societal instability is compounded by the
government's struggles to provide necessary support for survivors, leading to
a precarious situation where unresol ved tensions may bubble to the surface,

jeopardizing the fragile peace that the government seeks to maintain.

chapter 21| | Q& A

What was the condition of Mobutu Sese Seko during the last days of his
presidency, and what actions did hetakein responseto hisdeteriorating situation?
Mobutu Sese Seko was suffering from advanced prostate cancer, which manifested in
incontinence and a weakening mental state. By the end of his reign, he was described as
‘barking mad' and was delusionally convinced that he was on the verge of defeating
Laurent Kabila's rebel Alliance. Hisfinal significant act as President was the
exhumation of the remains of the former Rwandan President, Juvéna Habyarimana,
fearing that Kabila' s forces might desecrate the body. Mobutu ordered the remains to be
cremated in an unusual ceremony, thus attempting to control the narrative around
Habyarimana s death and legacy, reflecting his grasp of the political turmoil happening

around him.
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How did Mobutu's actions concerning Habyarimana's remains symbolize the
broader political context in which he operated?

Mobutu’ s decision to handle Habyarimana's last rites was symbolic of his
position as the last bastion of a dying generation of African leadership
characterized by corruption and neocolonialism. As he orchestrated the
cremation of Habyarimana, whom he had once allied with, it underscored
Mobutu's recognition of the changing political landscape driven by the
Rwandan genocide and the consequent regional upheavals. His actions were
less about reverence for Habyarimana and more about attempting to cement
his legacy amidst alandscape where he was increasingly seen as obsolete

and unfit for governance, highlighting his desperation to maintain control.

What wer e the consequences of Mobutu's involvement in the Rwandan
conflict, according to regional leaderslike Ugandan President Y oweri

M useveni?

According to Ugandan President Y oweri Museveni, Mobutu's decision to
involve himself in the Rwandan conflict ultimately precipitated his downfall.
Museveni contended that had Mobutu not engaged with Rwanda and
allowed the Rwandan Hutu extremists to operate from histerritory, he might
have maintained power indefinitely. This miscal culation positioned Mobutu
as an agent of chaos, fostering the very circumstances that led to his
removal, as regional alliances formed against him based on the need to resist

the resurgence of Hutu Power and the genocide in Rwanda.
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How did the war in the Congo reflect broader political dynamicsin the
region and the international community's response?

The war in the Congo represented a complex interplay of regiona dynamics
involving various African nations, where Kabila's Alliance received support
from multiple countries including Uganda and Rwanda, highlighting the
pan-African response to what was perceived as a systemic failure of foreign
powers to address the Rwandan genocide and the resultant implications for
regional stability. The international community, having initially failed to
respond to the genocide adequately, found itself sidelined as African nations
banded together. Leaders like Kabila emerged in a context where the
perceived indifference of the West galvanized nations around the recurring
threats posed by the Hutu Power remnants and the need for African
self-determination and unity.

What can beinferred about foreign perceptions of African conflicts, as
discussed in the chapter, particularly in light of statements made by
figureslike Francois Mitterrand?

The chapter illustrates a condescending attitude within the international
community towards African conflicts, as exemplified by Francois
Mitterrand's remark that 'in such countries, genocide is not too important.'
This highlights a broader pattern of neglect and misunderstanding regarding
the gravity of the situation in Africa, where Western powers often viewed

African crises as peripheral or less significant than their own geopolitical
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interests. This perspective undermined the seriousness of the conflicts,
contributing to alack of meaningful intervention or support during critical
moments, ultimately leading to devastating outcomes, such as the Rwandan

genocide.

More Free Book %\


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb

tes after each book summary
erstanding but also make the
and engaging. Bookey has
ling for me.

Love it!

ling habit
)'s design
1al growth

'z « 3
:; ‘:
’ \
Y/ App Store \V/

' Editors’ Choice ‘:."

Positive feedback

Fantastic!!! Fi
I'm amazed by the variety of books and languages Al
Bookey supports. It's not just an app, it's a gateway bc
to global knowledge. Plus, earning points for charity to
is a big plus! m

Bookey offers me time to go through the
important parts of a book. It also gives me enough
idea whether or not I should purchase the whole

book version or not! It is easy to use!

Awesome app!

I love audiobooks but don't always have time to listen
to the entire book! bookey allows me to get a summary
of the highlights of the book I'm interested in!!! What a
great concept !!'highly recommended!

Time saver!

Bookey is my go-to app for
summaries are concise, in¢
curated. It's like having acc
right at my fingertips!

Beautiful App

\ L
Free Trial with Bookey~

This app is a lifesaver for book lovers witk
busy schedules. The summaries are spot
on, and the mind maps help reinforce wh
I've learned. Highly recommend!


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb

chapter 22| | Q& A

What parallels does Gourevitch draw between the movies'A Timeto Kill' and
‘Sleeper s and the situation in Rwanda?

Gourevitch compares the themes of vengeance and justice portrayed in the films'A
Timeto Kill' and 'Slegpers to the moral complexities of justice in post-genocide
Rwanda. Both movies depict individuals who resort to vigilante justice when they feel
that the legal system isinadequate to deliver true justice. He expresses concern about
the idea presented in the films that legal systems are incapable of delivering fair
outcomes, paralleling this with the initial genocide trialsin Rwanda which were

criticized for their crude and inexperienced nature.

What isthe significance of the genocide trials that began in Rwanda in December
1996 according to Gourevitch?

The genocide trials mark a momentous occasion in history as they represent the first
instances where individuals are held accountable for the crime of genocide in a court of
law. Gourevitch highlights that thisis a historic event deserving of more international
attention. However, despite the importance of these trials, he points out that they are
poorly funded, often lack proper legal defense, and are criticized for not meeting

international standards of due process.

How does Gourevitch portray the continued violence and terrorism faced by
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Rwandans following the genocide?

Following the genocide, Gourevitch describes the resurgence of violencein
Rwanda, driven by former members of the Hutu extremist forces (FAR and
interahamwe) returning from refugee camps in Zaire. The new wave of
violence targeted not only Tutsis but also Hutus who had cooperated with
the new government or acted humanely towards Tutsis during the genocide.
He conveys a sense of despair and continued fear among Rwandans as the

promise of peace is threatened by ongoing atrocities.

What insights does Gour evitch provide regar ding the challenges of
achieving justice and reconciliation in Rwanda?

Gourevitch discusses the profound challenge Rwandans face in achieving
justice and reconciliation, noting that many victims and former perpetrators
still hold deep-seated resentments. The lack of adequate legal channels |eads
to adesire for vigilante justice among survivors and those affected by the
genocide. He mentions conversations with Rwandans who express doubt
about the effectiveness of the judicial processes and reflect on the emotional
and psychological toll of the genocide experience, indicating that the path to

true reconciliation requires more than just legal proceedings.

How does Gourevitch reflect on theinternational responseto the
Rwandan genocide and subsequent events?

Gourevitch critiques the international community's delayed and often
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inadequate responses to the Rwandan genocide. He mentions Secretary of
State Madeleine Albright's admission of the failuresto act decisively during
the atrocities and reflects on President Clinton's later visit which, despiteits
shortcomings, was seen as an effort to acknowledge the past. He argues that
despite political apologies, there remains a pervasive absence of substantial
action committed to ensuring the safety and future of the Rwandan people

against the backdrop of continued violence.



