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A Mysterious Adventure Awaits in a Curious Town
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About the book

In the shadowy corners of atown steegped in secrets, young Snicket finds
himself ensnared in aweb of mystery and mischief in "Who Could That Be
at ThisHour?' Asthefirst installment of the All the Wrong Questions
series, thistale invites readers to join Snicket on an adventure that’ s equal
parts puzzling and perilous, where each quirky encounter and cryptic clue
unveils more questions than answers. With humor and a hint of darkness,
Lemony Snicket crafts a narrative that pulls you into a world where mystery
isthe only certainty, compelling readers to unravel the enigmaalongside a
protagonist who, like us, is eager to understand the unpredictable nature of
life. So, who could be lurking in the shadows? Open the pages, and you may
just find that the answer leads you to unexpected thrills.
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About the author

Lemony Snicket is the pen name of Daniel Handler, an acclaimed author
known for his unique ability to craft darkly whimsical tales that captivate
readers of all ages. With a penchant for the absurd and a distinctive narrative
style, Snicket gained fame through hiswildly popular series, A Series of
Unfortunate Events, where he masterfully blends humor and tragedy to
explore themes of adversity and resilience. Hiswriting is characterized by
clever wordplay, eccentric characters, and a touch of mischief, making it
both entertaining and thought-provoking. In "Who Could That Be a This
Hour?', the first installment of the All the Wrong Questions series, Snicket
continues to engage his audience with a memorable cast of characters and a

mystery that unfoldsin his signature quirky fashion.
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Chapter 1 Summary:

In the opening chapter of "Who Could That Be at This Hour?', we meet a
nearly thirteen-year-old boy named Lemony Snicket, who finds himself
caught up in a mysterious situation in atown filled with secrets. As he
navigates through his life, he reflects on atheft that he has been hired to
investigate, a job that he initially feels has nothing to do with a strange girl
he notices in a tearoom—the Hemlock Tearoom and Stationery Shop. This
establishment, renowned for its dubious food, unclean floors, and dubious

stationery, serves as the backdrop for Snicket's first encounter with intrigue.

Seated at a table with his family, Snicket feels amix of bitterness and
melancholy, wishing he had taken more time for a goodbye. His parents
proud demeanor contrasts sharply with his own indifference. Suddenly, a
tall, wild-haired woman enters the shop, makes a quick transaction, and
leaves behind a note hidden in Snicket's napkin. It urges him to escape out
the bathroom window and meet her in an alley, sparking his curiosity and

sense of adventure.

Understanding the urgency of the moment, Snicket deftly navigates through
the bustling tearoom, using his wits to evade attention while heading to the
bathroom. There, he encounters a brief moment of solitude before
discovering afolding ladder hidden away, which he cleverly usesto climb

out the window. Thisimpulsive yet calculated action leads him to agreen
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roadster where he meets S. Theodora Markson, who is far from warm and
friendly. Her brusque demeanor sets the tone for their professional
relationship, establishing her as his chaperone and mentor, albeit in arather

harsh manner.

Theodora reveals a shocking twist—Shicket's tea was spiked with laudanum,
an opiate that would have rendered him incapacitated had he drunk it. This
revelation hits home, as Snicket starts to realize the gravity of his situation
and the precarious road ahead. The chapter closes with the realization that
the people he thought were his parents were impostors, leaving him to
grapple with the sudden upheaval of hislife and the uncertain path that lies
before him.

Through engaging prose and a blend of whimsy with dark undertones, the
chapter introduces key themes of deception, the loss of childhood innocence,
and the complexities of trust. Snicket’s journey begins not only as an
investigation into a theft but as a deep dive into aworld that isfar more

perilous than it seems.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embrace the Unknown

Critical Interpretation: In this chapter, Lemony Snicket's leap into the
unknown reflects how, in our own lives, embracing uncertainty can
lead to profound discoveries. Just like Snicket, who bravely escapes
through the bathroom window to uncover deeper truths, we are often
faced with choices that challenge our comfort zones. Taking that leap
can unveil opportunities and insights previously hidden from sight. By
remaining open to adventure and allowing ourselves to step beyond
familiar boundaries, we can navigate life's mysteries with curiosity

and courage, transforming adversity into growth.
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Chapter 2 Summary:

In Chapter Two of "Who Could That Be at This Hour?' by Lemony Snicket,
the protagonist, whose identity remains shrouded in mystery, embarks on an
unexpected journey to a peculiar town called Stain’ d-by-the-Sea,
accompanied by his chaperone, S. Theodora Markson. The chapter opens
with them driving away from the familiar city in arickety roadster, leaving
behind premeditated plans of taking atrain to work nearby. Theodora
cryptically informs him that they are headed to a place far different from
what he envisioned, introducing the idea that "the map is not the territory."
This theme of disconnection between expectation and reality runs through

the chapter.

Asthey navigate the bumpy and strange road—one paved with
seashells—they learn that the once watery landscape surrounding

Stain’ d-by-the-Sea has been drained, leading to an eerie environment filled
with abandoned buildings and ink-producing octopi living in long, cave-like
wells. The protagonist grapples with feelings of 1oss and confusion, realizing
he' s left behind not only his intended task but also the city and people he
cares about. He struggles to understand the series of odd occurrences around
him, particularly the odd presence of aforest made of seaweed thrivingin a

once-waterlogged area.

Their journey leads them to alarge, unusual mansion at the end of the
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driveway, where they are to meet a client. Theodorainstructs him to be quiet
and let her handle the situation, asserting her authority and reminding him of
his status as an apprentice. The narrator, however, is skeptical of her abilities
and reflects on the stark contrast between his expectations and the reality he
faces—atheme mirrored in his observations about the place itself.
Uncertainty and confusion dominate his thoughts as they approach their
destination, emphasizing the disarray of their adventure and the

unpredictability of life.

The chapter ends with Theodora impatiently ringing the doorbell six times
and the protagonist reflecting on the uncomfortable feeling of doing
something that seems inherently wrong. This sense of uncertainty, combined
with the peculiar environment, sets the stage for the intriguing challenges
that await in Stain’ d-by-the-Sea.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embrace the Unexpected

Critical Interpretation: Asyou navigate through the unpredictable
twists and turns of your own life, remember that, like the protagonist's
journey to Stain’ d-by-the-Sea, the reality you encounter may differ
vastly from your plans and expectations. Embracing the unexpected
can lead to remarkable experiences and discoveries, transforming
confusion and uncertainty into opportunities for growth. Each unusual
circumstance, much like the oddities of the town, invites you to adapt
and rethink your perspectives, reminding you that sometimes the most

valuable lessons come from journeys you're not prepared for.
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Chapter 3:

In Chapter 3 of "Who Could That Be at This Hour?' Lemony Snicket finds
himself in the eerie town of Stain'd-by-the-Sea, and there's an immediate
sense of disconnection as he waitsin adimly lit library with his companion,
S. Theodora Markson. As he struggles with hunger, his focus shiftsto atray
of almond cookies, leading to a lighthearted moment where he devours
eleven of them, much to Theodora s disapproval. This playful scene
underlines Snicket's tendency to get distracted, atheme that runs throughout

his adventures.

Their meeting with Mrs. Murphy Sallis, who hobblesin with the aid of a
cane, quickly turns serious. She reveals that a valuable statue, the
Bombinating Beast, has been stolen from her home. The lack of excitement
in her voice and her unusual interest in keeping the theft quiet raises
guestions about the theft's severity and her intentions. Snicket's observations

about the room's sparse decor hint at hidden stories and unresolved
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Chapter 4 Summary:

In Chapter 4 of "Who Could That Be at This Hour?', Lemony Snicket
continues his adventure in the desolate town of Stain’ d-by-the-Sea,
accompanied by his chaperone, Theodora. The chapter opens with Theodora
confidently stating that she believes the missing Bombinating Beast statue is
hidden in a nearby lighthouse, where she gleaned insights from Mr.
Mallahan, a man down on his luck. Snicket, however, realizes he has already
seen the statue, revealed to him by Mallahan's daughter, Moxie, who he

arguesisn't as clumsy as Theodora suggests.

Asthey drive through the eerie, mostly abandoned town, Snicket observes
the neglected buildings and pervasive emptiness, feeling a sense of
foreboding. Theodora is determined to retrieve the statue, which she clams
was stolen, afact that Snicket strugglesto fully accept. They arrive at their
temporary headquarters, The Lost Arms, an uninviting establishment that
feels more like a ghost of its former self. They unpack and settle into their
shared room, where Theodora plans to rest and think of strategiesto retrieve

the statue, leaving Snicket to ponder his situation.

Feeling restless and curious, Snicket ventures out to explore the town,
eventually finding himself at an old city hall that has been repurposed into a
library. In the hushed atmosphere, he meets Dashiell Qwerty, the

sub-librarian, who is somewhat eccentric and seems less than pleased with
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the presence of atroublesome local boy named Stew Mitchum, who has a
penchant for throwing rocks. The library offers a brief respite from his
worries, and Snicket begins to research the legend of the Bombinating Beast,
discovering it's described as a menacing creature said to haunt the waters

around the town.

The narrative weaves in Snicket’ s reflections on his identity and past, as he
grapples with themes of abandonment, mystery, and the eerie quiet of atown
filled with forgotten stories. The chapter ends with a humorous and dlightly
absurd interaction as Snicket requests a book from the library, inventing a
title to distract from the ongoing chaos around him. Overall, it captures the
mix of intrigue, humor, and melancholy that characterizes Snicket’ sworld,
while degpening the sense of mystery surrounding the statue and the town
itself.
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Chapter 5 Summary:

In Chapter 5 of "Who Could That Be a This Hour?' by Lemony Shicket,

our protagonist, Lemony Snicket, returns to the Lost Arms hotel feeling
surprisingly uplifted after avisit to the library, which he describes as
restorative. However, his mood shifts when he sees a run-down station
wagon parked in front of the hotel, identifiable as police by the officers
standing outside. Theodora, his chaperone, is already engaged in a serious
conversation with the officers, who are the Mitchums—a married couple
with the same peculiar appearance and an ongoing argument that interrupts
their official questioning of Lemony about arecent crime: the vandalism of a
streetlight.

Despite their keen suspicion of Lemony and Theodora's presence in town, he
attempts to assure them of their benign intentions, even as they squabble
over domestic matters. Once dismissed by the Mitchums, Theodora
expresses her disappointment in Lemony for allegedly getting into legal
trouble, while revealing her intention to steal back a statue—the
Bombinating Beast—which she believes belongs to the Mallahan family.
She instructs Lemony to break into the lighthouse and wait for her at

midnight, as she has arranged a clandestine meeting with the family’ s butler.

After she departs, Lemony encounters Prosper Lost, the overly eager hotel

manager, and declines his offer of aride, opting instead for ataxi he spotted
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earlier. Enter young drivers Pip and Squeak Bellerophon, two brothers
taking the wheel for their ailing father. They display a mix of youthful
bravado and innocence as they chauffeur Lemony to the lighthouse, sharing

quirky banter along the way.

Once Lemony arrives at the lighthouse, he encounters Moxie Mallahan, who
surprises him by recognizing his arrival. Ignoring the usual formalities, he
hints at the audacious plan he and Theodora have devised for that evening.
The chapter effectively illustrates themes of adventure, the complexities of
adult relationships, and the moral ambiguity surrounding their mission. It
sets an intriguing tone for the unfolding mystery, leaving readers curious

about the outcome of their escapade.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Embrace Curiosity and Adventure

Critical Interpretation: In Chapter 5, you see how Lemony Snicket's
journey continues to embrace the spirit of curiosity and adventure,
despite the challenges he faces. This notion encourages you to
approach life as a series of quests, sparking your desire to explore new
ideas and experiences. Just like Lemony, whose mundane
circumstances are transformed by the thrill of unexpected turns, you
too can find joy in the unknown and let it guide your path towards
persona growth and discovery. So, the next time you find yourself
faced with uncertainty, remember to open your mind to adventure, as

it might just lead you to remarkable places.
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Chapter 6:

In Chapter 6 of "Who Could That Be at This Hour?' by Lemony Snicket, the
story unfolds at Moxi€e's lighthouse, where she confronts Snicket about his
real intentions for being there, directly hinting at the theft of the
Bombinating Beast statue. Moxie, a clever and resourceful character, has
been intrigued by atelegram that hints at a hidden interest in the statue,
revealing her as asharp journalist. Despite her initial reservations about the

statue’ s value, she becomes more involved as the mystery deepens.

Snicket explains the context behind the statue, suggesting it may not be as
worthless asit appears, and he’'s on amission to retrieve it for someone who
claims ownership. Moxi€' s curiosity intensifies, and she revealsthat she's
been handling her father’ s correspondence, leading to the realization that the
telegram remains unanswered due to a dispatch closing shortly after it was
sent. This exchange hints at layers of connection and perhaps alarger hidden

plot regarding the statue' s importance.
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Chapter 7 Summary:

In Chapter 7 of "Who Could That Be a This Hour?' by Lemony Snicket, the
scene opens with adramatic fall into darkness, where our protagonist,
Lemony Snicket, unexpectedly lands atop atree. As he disentangles himsealf,
he encounters Ellington Feint, a mysterious girl with striking green eyes and
dark features, who appears to have been watching him. Their interaction is
playful yet curious, with Ellington inviting Lemony to her small cottage
nearby called Handkerchief Heights.

Onceinside, Lemony discovers a cozy but cluttered space filled with eclectic
items, including alively fireplace and arecord player playing unfamiliar
music. While Ellington prepares coffee—an unfamiliar beverage to

L emony—they share their stories. Ellington reveals she has been searching
for her father, who was kidnapped by a sinister man named Hangfire. Her
determination is pal pable as she shows Lemony her collection of notes and
leads in her investigation, which has brought her to the town of

Stain’ d-by-the-Sea.

Before their discussion can deepen, the story takes a twist when the Officers
Mitchum arrive, suspecting Lemony of being involved in a nearby burglary
of avaluable statue—the Bombinating Beast. Tension builds as Lemony and
Ellington must navigate this encounter carefully. Despite the officers

probing questions and their insistence on searching the cottage, Lemony
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cleverly keeps the statue hidden, aided by Ellington’s quick thinking.

After atense exchange, the Mitchums eventually become frustrated and give
up their search, but not before insisting on giving Lemony and Ellington a
ride to the mailbox to send their parcels, which includes a cleverly disguised
Bombinating Beast statue. The chapter ends with a blend of camaraderie and
intrigue, hinting at the deeper mysteries they are both entangled in, as well
as Lemony’ s growing connection to Ellington, who has quickly cast a
shadow over hislifein an unexpected way. As Lemony heads back to the
Lost Arms, he reflects on the complexities of his situation, intrigued yet

weary from the night’ s events.
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Chapter 8 Summary:

In Chapter 8 of "Who Could That Be a This Hour?' by Lemony Snicket, the
narrative opens with the protagonist reflecting on the art of scolding, which
is humoroudly portrayed as a sophisticated skill not meant for children.
Theodora Markson, Snicket's chaperone, delivers a stern scolding after a
chaotic incident involving their attempted theft of the Bombinating Beast
statue. The scolding is an echo of familiar reprimands that Snicket has heard
before, highlighting the tension between him and Theodora. Despite his
efforts to explain how he cleverly hid the statue from the police, Theodora
remains concerned and is focused on keeping him on track as they navigate

their precarious situation.

The next morning arrives with sunlight invading their room and a renewed
sense of intrigue. Snicket braves the lobby, where he encounters Prosper

L ost, who teases him about a package, which turns out to be from Ellington
Feint and contains a bag of coffee. Although this improves Snicket's mood
momentarily, it doesn’t diminish the underlying mystery. He decides to visit
the library, where Dashiell Qwerty informs him of a curious request for a

book that sounds ominous.

After abrief reading session, Snicket makes his way to Handkerchief
Heights, where he hopes to find Ellington Feint. Instead, he finds that she
has disappeared, |eaving behind evidence indicating she may not have left
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the cottage willingly. Moxie Mallahan, her friend, joins him at the cottage,
and they suspect someone has been sneaking around. Snicket wrestles with
the knowledge that someone could be interested in the Bombinating Beast

and recognizes that they may be in danger.

The chapter culminates in a suspenseful moment when Moxie, concerned
about the strange atmosphere around them, asks a chilling question: “Where
IS that screaming coming from?’ This leaves readers on edge, contemplating
what mysterious dangers might be lurking nearby. Themes of deception,
danger, and the burdens of promise resonate strongly throughout the chapter,
emphasizing Snicket’ s growing sense of unease and responsibility in aworld

full of uncertainty.
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Chapter 9:

In Chapter Nine of "Who Could That Be at This Hour?' by Lemony Snicket,
the stage is set for a gripping rescue when Snicket and his companion
Moxie hear desperate screams emanating from the Sallis mansion. With no
time to lose, they abandon formal strategies for finding help and hurry
toward the source of the cries. Asthey approach the sprawling mansion—an
odd mix of architectural stylesthat confuses their senses—they discover the

front door gar, like awarning.

Inside, the house feels disturbingly empty, amplifying the haunting screams
that echo through its deserted halls. Snicket, suppressing his fear, decides
they must split up to search. The chase through the mansion reveals eerily
vacant rooms, devoid of furniture, contributing to an unsettling atmosphere.
The pair eventually deduce that the screams are coming from agrate in the

ceiling, leading them to the basement.
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Chapter 10 Summary:

As Chapter 10 unfolds, Lemony Snicket finds himself navigating the eerie
and empty streets of Stain’ d-by-the-Sea, filled with wet socks and thoughts
of al the mysteries surrounding the Bombinating Beast. He realizes that the
various puzzles he must solve—who broke into the Sallis mansion, who
attempted to drown Dame Sally Murphy, and the fate of Ellington Feint and
her father—are interconnected through this singular, enigmatic statue. With
determination, he retraces his steps back to the location where he last saw
the statue, piecing together Ellington’ s actions leading up to its

disappearance.

After an imaginative conversation with an inner voice, Snicket deduces that
Ellington mailed the statue to Black Cat Coffee, a quiet establishment he
now seeks out, hoping to find answers. Upon entering, he discovers the
café's machinery is alive and bustling, despite the absence of any staff.
Intrigued, Snicket experiments with a series of brass buttons, which brings
forth coffee and bread from the machine. His curiosity leads him to the attic,
where, after some searching, he uncovers the Bombinating Beast tucked

away in a package addressed to Ellington.

Feeling amix of triumph and unease, Snicket carefully wraps the statue
again before deciding where to store it temporarily. He ventures to the

library of Dashiell Qwerty, seeking refuge in the comforting knowledge
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contained within the shelves. As he takes a moment to hide the Bombinating
Beast amid the books, he wrestles with feelings of guilt about borrowing

books without permission but reassures himself he will return them.

As the day winds down, Snicket faces a tense return to the Lost Arms, where
his chaperone Theodora expresses her mounting frustration over his
escapades and the trouble he seemsto attract. A phone call from Mr.
Mallahan adds to her distress, prohibiting Snicket from associating with his
daughter, which Alonzo finds unjust. Tensions escal ate when Snicket
challenges Theodora's authority, resulting in amoment of near confrontation

that reveals both characters frustrations and weaknesses.

Just as the escalating conflict seemsto reach a breaking point, Prosper Lost
interrupts, announcing a phone call for Snicket. While the source of the call
remains shrouded in mystery, tension looms as Snicket wonders about the
identity of the caller and the implications of their words. This chapter
masterfully intertwines a sense of mystery with character devel opment,
painting a vivid picture of Snicket's adventures while revealing layers of

interpersonal dynamics and conflicts within the peculiar town.
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Chapter 11 Summary:

In Chapter 11 of "Who Could That Be at This Hour?', Lemony Shicket
receives afrantic phone call from Ellington Feint, who reveals that she has
been captured by the antagonist, Hangfire. His name sends shivers down
Snicket's spine, highlighting the danger of the situation. Ellington pleads for
Snicket's help, asking if he has the Bombinating Beast statue, which

Hangfire is desperately trying to obtain to secure his freedom over her.

While Snicket navigates this tricky situation, he interacts with Prosper Lost,
the hotel owner, who seems overly eager to assist but comes off as
obsequious. Snicket entrusts him with a mysterious package, clearly
expecting trouble. He then calls upon Pip and Squeak, the taxi-driving
brothers, to take him to the desolate Thirteen Hundred Blotted Boulevard—a
place rumored to have nothing left. Despite being a ghost town filled with
empty lots and no buildings, Snicket’ sinstinct leads him to investigate the

areafurther, though he finds it unfruitful.

Returning to the hotel, Snicket learns that someone arrived to claim the
package he had given to Prosper, who seemed to have let a stranger into the
hotel. His gut feeling is proven correct when he rushes to the Far East Suite
and discovers S. Theodora Markson bound and gagged, having been
ransacked by Hangfire. Amid the chaos, Theodora blames Snicket for the

situation, showcasing the tension between them, especially as she desiresto
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give the Bombinating Beast to Hangdfire to save herself. However, Snicket
stands firm in his belief that they cannot hand over the statue, hinting at a
greater sense of responsibility and moral integrity.

As Theodora frees herself using nail clippers, she expresses her disdain for
Snicket, insisting he follow her directives. Snicket, feeling dejected and
underappreciated, leaves her in the chaotic room, reflecting on the
challenges of being an apprentice under probation. The chapter wraps up
with Snicket's introspection as he roams the quiet streets alone, ultimately
leading him to an encounter with Ellington in a coffee shop, marking a
pivotal moment filled with intrigue and unresolved tension between them.
The atmosphere is charged with mystery, highlighting themes of loyalty, the
struggle between right and wrong, and the burden of responsibility that

Snicket carriesin aworld filled with deception and danger.
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Chapter 12

In Chapter 12 of “Who Could That Be at This Hour?’, Lemony Snicket
engages in atense yet enlightening conversation with Ellington Feint about
the Bombinating Beast, a valuable statue that has brought them both trouble.
The chapter begins with Ellington suggesting they grab some coffee, but
Snicket swiftly redirects the conversation, confronting her about the theft of
the statue. Ellington confesses that she needs the Bombinating Beast to save
her father from the villainous Hangfire, who has kidnapped him. Despite her
pleas, Snicket stands firm, insisting that he must return the statue to its
rightful owners, the Mallahans, rather than making a deal with a criminal.

As they discuss Hangfire' s manipul ative tactics, Snicket expresses concern
for Ellington’s safety and the nature of her aliance with avillain. Ellington
reveals her elaborate plan to retrieve the statue and how it intertwined with
her father's captor's demands. Their dialogue touches on themes of trust,

loyalty, and the gray area between good and evil, as both characters grapple
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Chapter 13 Summary:

In Chapter Thirteen of "Who Could That Be at This Hour?' by Lemony
Snicket, we find ourselves on Hector's twelfth birthday, where he queries
the mechanics behind the mystery that surrounds a villain named Hangfire
and a stolen object called the Bombinating Beast. The narrative unfolds as
Snicket shares the convoluted plot, revealing that Hangfire used deceitful
tactics to manipulate a girl named Ellington Feint into helping him. She was
coerced into aiding him with threats about her father, leading to a series of
unraveling events driven by ambition and desperation, along with amix-up

involving the Bombinating Beast.

As Snicket and Hector engage in conversation, Hector worries about
Snicket's involvement in amystery that seems to deepen with every passing
day. Despite the pressure of his chaperone Theodora and the complications
of the case, Snicket remains resolute about his commitment to help Ellington
and find answers. He reflects on the importance of storiesin unraveling
mysteries and begins to suspect that the real clue may lie not just with the
Beast but with Ellington herself, who is searching for her father.

As Hector prepares to leave, he presents Snicket with amap of the city’s
waterworks, atoken of friendship for the challenges ahead in
Stain’ d-by-the-Sea, which Hector warnsis a strange place with an air of

danger. Their conversation reveals layers of concern and camaraderie,
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highlighting Snicket's stubbornness to pursue his mission and protect his
sister, Ellington. The chapter culminates in a poignant moment of conflict
and realization when Hector forces Snicket to confront the truth about their
familial ties, ultimately leaving Snicket feeling more isolated yet
determined.

Throughout this chapter, themes of loyalty, the complexity of family
dynamics, and the quest for truth resonate. Snicket grapples with his sense of
responsibility while facing the murky entanglements of adult mysteries,
reflections that resonate with readers who appreciate the layered storytelling

and intricate plots characteristic of Lemony Snicket’s work.
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