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About the book

�"�Z�l�a�t�a�'�s� �D�i�a�r�y�"� �b�y� �Z�l�a�t�a� �F�i�l�i�p�o�v�i��� �i�s� �a� �p�o�i�g�n�a�n�t� �a�n�d� �i�n�t�i�m�a�t�e� �a�c�c�o�u�n�t� �o�f� �a

young girl's life during the harrowing times of the Bosnian War. Written

from the perspective of an 11-year-old girl, this extraordinary diary captures

Zlata's innocent thoughts, dreams, and fears as her peaceful childhood is

shattered by the brutal realities of conflict. Through her heartfelt entries,

readers are drawn into the profound impact of war on the lives of children

and families, highlighting the loss of innocence and the resilience of the

human spirit. As Zlata navigates the complexities of her changing world, her

reflections resonate with universal themes of hope, love, and the quest for

normalcy amidst chaos, making this memoir a compelling read that reminds

us of the fragility of peace and the importance of understanding our shared

humanity.
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About the author

�Z�l�a�t�a� �F�i�l�i�p�o�v�i��� �i�s� �a� �B�o�s�n�i�a�n� �a�u�t�h�o�r� �b�e�s�t� �k�n�o�w�n� �f�o�r� �h�e�r� �p�o�i�g�n�a�n�t� �d�i�a�r�y�,

"Zlata's Diary," which chronicles her childhood experiences during the

Bosnian War in the early 1990s. Born on December 3, 1980, in Sarajevo,

�F�i�l�i�p�o�v�i��� �b�e�g�a�n� �w�r�i�t�i�n�g� �h�e�r� �d�i�a�r�y� �a�t� �t�h�e� �a�g�e� �o�f� �1�1�,� �c�a�p�t�u�r�i�n�g� �h�e�r� �t�h�o�u�g�h�t�s�,

feelings, and daily life as conflict shattered her city and innocence. The

diary, penned in the style of Anne Frank, provides an intimate perspective

on the impact of war on a young girl and has been translated into multiple

�l�a�n�g�u�a�g�e�s�,� �d�r�a�w�i�n�g� �a�t�t�e�n�t�i�o�n� �w�o�r�l�d�w�i�d�e�.� �T�o�d�a�y�,� �F�i�l�i�p�o�v�i��� �c�o�n�t�i�n�u�e�s� �t�o

advocate for peace and understanding, using her experiences to speak out

against the horrors of war and to inspire future generations.
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Chapter 1 Summary: 1

�I�n� �t�h�e� �b�e�g�i�n�n�i�n�g� �o�f� �S�e�p�t�e�m�b�e�r� �1�9�9�1�,� �Z�l�a�t�a� �F�i�l�i�p�o�v�i��� �w�a�s� �f�i�l�l�e�d� �w�i�t�h

 anticipation as she approached the start of her fifth-grade school year. The

joy of reuniting with her friends after a long summer was palpable, as she

eagerly looked forward to sharing stories and experiences from their

respective holidays. As classes began, Zlata immersed herself in her studies

and extracurricular activities, balancing school subjects alongside piano

lessons, tennis, and English classes. The excitement of a new workshop

course with a favorite teacher added to her enthusiasm, even as assessments

and tests loomed.

As days passed, Zlata documented her life filled with typical joys of

childhood—celebrating a friend's birthday with cake and games, relishing a

favorite pizza, and enjoying time in her family's countryside home at

Crnotina, where nature's beauty captivated her senses. However, the

tranquility of her life soon began to be overshadowed by the harsh realities

of the political unrest brewing in her country. Zlata's father was called up for

police reserve duty, causing distress for her family amid rising tensions. The

impact of war was becoming evident as they followed terrible news reports

about Dubrovnik being bombarded and the struggles faced by family friends

caught in the turmoil.

Zlata's writings also reflect her continued commitment to her studies and
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passions, like a successful piano recital that she held with pride despite

nerves. The contrast between her daily life and the mounting chaos around

her became increasingly significant in her entries, especially as she

documented her family's concern for the friends and relatives struggling

amidst the war.

The entries shifted as the situation grew direr, with food and resources

becoming limited in places like Dubrovnik. Zlata, while still a child,

grappled with the complexities of her circumstances—confusing political

discussions and the fear of losing loved ones, all while trying to navigate her

schooling and friendships. December brought her birthday, yet illness

confined her to bed and altered her celebrations amid the backdrop of

continued conflict.

As the chapters unfold, Zlata's diary not only chronicles the innocence of her

early teenage years but also serves as a poignant testament to the shattering

impact of war on a child's life. Her reflections embrace a mix of youthful

exuberance and the sobering reality of growing up in a war-torn

environment, merging personal experiences with broader societal upheaval.

Through it all, her resilience and spirit shine, even as the shadows of

uncertainty loom larger over her daily life.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of resilience in the face of adversity.

Critical Interpretation: As you reflect on Zlata's journey, let it inspire

you to embrace resilience in your own life. Just as Zlata navigated the

joys of childhood alongside the harsh realities of war, you, too, can

find strength in your passions and the support of your loved ones.

When faced with challenges—be they academic pressures, personal

struggles, or unexpected obstacles—remember Zlata's unwavering

spirit and determination. Allow her story to remind you that even in

difficult times, it is possible to hold onto your dreams and maintain

hope, as you forge ahead with courage and a bright outlook.
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Chapter 2 Summary: 2

�O�n� �D�e�c�e�m�b�e�r� �9�,� �1�9�9�1�,� �Z�l�a�t�a� �F�i�l�i�p�o�v�i��� �r�e�j�o�i�c�e�s� �a�t� �h�e�r� �c�h�e�c�k�-�u�p� �w�i�t�h� �A�u�n�t�i�e

 Mira, who gives her the green light to return to school. Excitedly, she buys

a new pair of gray trousers from KIKA's boutique. School life resumes, and

she prepares for upcoming tests, thrilled about her achievements, including

an A in history. To celebrate her eleventh birthday, delayed due to illness,

she hosts a lively party with friends, complete with games and a “butterfly”

cake, and reflects on the gifts received, particularly those from a favorite

knick-knack store.

As the holiday season approaches, Zlata becomes aware of the impact of

war. A humanitarian appeal called “Sarajevo Helps the Children of

Dubrovnik” prompts her to contribute to a package for a child affected by

the conflict, highlighting her empathy despite her youth. Celebrating

Christmas at her friends’ house, she experiences a bittersweet atmosphere,

filled with joy and underlying sadness about the war affecting loved ones.

At the end of the year, Zlata reflects on the changes in their New Year’s

traditions, sensing a pervasive fear among her family due to the ongoing

conflict. The festive spirit is subdued as family and friends stay home,

concerned about safety. She also engages in typical teenage activities,

enjoying her music and TV shows.
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As January unfolds, Zlata and her friends experience both fun and illness at

Jahorina, where leisure activities turn into a bout of flu that spreads among

them. Back home, she manages school responsibilities amidst her family's

health struggles. During late February, her mother's pneumonia adds to the

household tension, with Zlata balancing school with the worry for her

mother's health.

By March, the political landscape in Sarajevo begins to shift. Following

violent protests and a series of barricades, Zlata and her family observe the

increasing unrest. The news of approaching violence creates an atmosphere

of fear, as gunfire disrupts their lives, emphasizing the chaos and uncertainty

of the times.

As the war escalates, Zlata expresses her dread and confusion about the

hostile environment developing in her city. She writes about the marches

against war, sharing a sliver of hope that humanity will eventually triumph

over conflict. However, as she witnesses the toll of war—people leaving,

families separating, and violence escalating—her innocence confronts the

harsh realities of adulthood.

In her letters to "Mimmy," the name she affectionately gives her diary, Zlata

captures the uncertainty of her life amidst growing violence. Her world

quickly shifts from childhood joys to the grim realities of war, characterized

by the constant threat of bombings and the fear that permeates her
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community. Each entry illustrates her emotional struggle as she navigates

the heartbreak of friends leaving and the collective grief weighing heavy on

her family.

Through her observations, Zlata showcases resilience, longing for peace, and

a desire for normalcy in the face of something profoundly abnormal—war.

She reflects on her childhood, the spirit of her community, and a persistent

hope that one day, the nightmare they are living could transform back into

the simple joys of childhood in Sarajevo.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The importance of empathy amidst adversity.

Critical Interpretation: In Chapter 2 of 'Zlata's Diary,' Zlata's

thoughtful act of contributing to a humanitarian package for a child

affected by war serves as a poignant reminder that even in our darkest

times, reaching out to help others can ignite a spark of hope and unity.

Imagine standing in Zlata's shoes, feeling the weight of her

community's suffering, yet still choosing to extend a hand to those in

need. This profound empathy not only nurtures the spirit of kindness

but also inspires you to recognize the strength in vulnerability. As you

navigate your own life's challenges, let Zlata's example remind you

that while the world may seem overwhelming, small acts of

compassion can create ripples of positivity, fostering connections that

uplift not only those in distress but also your own heart.
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Chapter 3: 3

�I�n� �C�h�a�p�t�e�r� �3� �o�f� �"�Z�l�a�t�a�'�s� �D�i�a�r�y�,�"� �Z�l�a�t�a� �F�i�l�i�p�o�v�i��� �s�h�a�r�e�s� �h�e�r� �h�a�r�r�o�w�i�n�g

 experiences living through the war in Sarajevo. The diary entries, dated

from April 21 to June 5, 1992, capture her fears, the destruction around her,

and her longing for normalcy, illustrating the emotional toll of the conflict

on an eleven-year-old girl.

1. The chapter opens with Zlata expressing her wish to stay with her family,

fearing the implications of leaving Sarajevo. She grapples with the pain of

separation from loved ones as the city becomes increasingly dangerous. Her

determination to remain united with her parents emphasizes the strength of

familial bonds in times of crisis.

2. As violence escalates, Zlata details nights spent in the cellar, seeking

refuge not just from the physical dangers outside but also from the

overwhelming psychological terror. The sounds of shelling and gunfire

become part of her daily life, marking the shift from innocence to a harsh

new reality.

https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


https://ohjcz-alternate.app.link/mUs2mMTyRRb


Chapter 4 Summary: 4

�I�n� �C�h�a�p�t�e�r� �4� �o�f� �"�Z�l�a�t�a�'�s� �D�i�a�r�y�"� �b�y� �Z�l�a�t�a� �F�i�l�i�p�o�v�i���,� �t�h�e� �y�o�u�n�g� �g�i�r�l� �d�o�c�u�m�e�n�t�s

 the harrowing experiences of living in Sarajevo amid the brutal and

unsettling backdrop of war. The chapter is marked by a transition from the

innocence of childhood to the stark reality of life under siege, filled with

fear, loss, and longing for normalcy. 

1. The chapter begins with Zlata recounting the frequent thunder of shells as

they drop like rain, forcing her and her family to seek shelter and adapt to

life without electricity. Cooking has become a communal activity,

highlighting the resilience of the community as they huddle around

makeshift wood stoves in their yards. Zlata's conversations with her friends

reveal the innocence of youth amidst chaos, as they engage in card games

and drawing, trying to maintain a semblance of normal childhood activities

despite the looming danger.

2. The horror escalates when a shell falls on a neighbor’s jewelry shop,

destroying not just property but also shattering Zlata's perception of safety.

She vividly describes the panic and fear of hearing the explosion while she

was home alone, emphasizing the trauma this brings to her young heart. The

broken windows of their apartment symbolize more than physical damage;

they reflect the shattering of her childhood and innocence, leading her to

repeatedly express her distress with the word "Horrible," conveying a
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profound sense of despair.

3. As the chapter progresses, Zlata learns about the destruction of her

beloved family country house, which had stood for over a century, igniting

feelings of loss and confusion about the futility of war. She questions the

motives behind the violence, displaying an awareness that belies her age, yet

feels powerless in the face of such immense suffering. Her parents, wrapped

in their own struggles, refrain from sharing details of the political turmoil,

perhaps to shield her from the complexities of their reality, leaving her to

grapple with her own questions.

4. The toll of war is made painfully clear with each entry as Zlata recounts

the deaths of family, friends, and neighbors, revealing the deep

psychological scars left on a child who should be focused on school and

friendships. When she learns of her friend’s family being torn apart, it

becomes not just another statistic but a painful reminder of how war disrupts

lives indiscriminately. Each loss pushes her further into despair, and she

Yearns for the life and joy that have been stripped away from her. 

5. Amidst the bleakness, there are moments of light as she shares mundane

joys—picking cherries from her tree and adopting a kitten. These snippets of

life bring a stark contrast to the harsh realities she documents, portraying her

innate desire to cling to the remnants of childhood joy, even if only for a

fleeting moment. The arrival of humanitarian aid offers a glimmer of hope,
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as her family and community rally together to survive in a world turned

upside down.

6. The sense of longing runs deep as Zlata expresses a profound sense of

isolation, missing her grandparents and the carefree days of playing outside

with friends. Her descriptions of looking out broken windows at the empty

streets reinforce the desolation of her surroundings. Her longing for school

and connection is palpable, echoing a universal childhood desire that is now

lost to the ravages of war.

7. As the chapter closes, Zlata’s entries encapsulate her experiences of

day-to-day survival, marked by the absence of electricity and running water,

emphasizing her adaptation to a life stripped of basic comforts. Yet, her

small victories, like returning to summer school and forming connections

with newfound friends, hint at an enduring spirit that resists the heavy

weight of despair. 

Through Zlata's eyes, readers are invited into the world of a child grappling

with the consequences of war, juxtaposing moments of innocent joy against

a backdrop of profound loss, while navigating through the challenges of

living in a fractured city.
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Chapter 5 Summary: 5

�I�n� �t�h�e� �p�o�i�g�n�a�n�t� �e�n�t�r�i�e�s� �f�r�o�m� �C�h�a�p�t�e�r� �5� �o�f� �"�Z�l�a�t�a�'�s� �D�i�a�r�y�"� �b�y� �Z�l�a�t�a� �F�i�l�i�p�o�v�i���,

 we witness the unfolding impact of war on a young girl's life and her

poignant reflections on loss, fear, and resilience. 

1. Daily Life Amidst Conflict: Zlata begins by recounting everyday

 activities, like celebrating Alma and Dado's wedding anniversary and

participating in belated birthday celebrations, which provide momentary

distractions from the chaos surrounding her. However, there’s an

undercurrent of fear as she notes the ongoing war's influence on these

seemingly normal experiences.

2. Tragedy Strikes: The losses become starkly real when Zlata shares the

 devastating news that a boy from her drama club, Eldin, was killed by

shrapnel in an attack. His death marks a chilling reminder of the

indiscriminate violence of the war, deepening her sorrow and confusion

about the senselessness of it all.

3. War's Intrusion on Joy: Zlata struggles to reconcile moments of joy,

 like parties and family visits, with the cruelty of war. She vividly describes

a birthday party interrupted by shelling, capturing the duality of life—trying

to celebrate while fearing for safety. This juxtaposition highlights a

persistent theme in her diary: the relentless search for normalcy amidst
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chaos.

4. Resilience and Despair: As the war continues, Zlata expresses

 frustration over the loss of basic necessities, such as electricity and water,

mirroring the broader struggles faced by the people of Sarajevo. She yearns

for the comforts of life before the war and reflects on the effect of such

deprivation on her spirit and childhood.

5. Community Bonds: Relationships form a crucial part of her

 resilience. Zlata keeps her friendships alive through shared experiences,

reflecting on those who have left and those still with her. Her poignant

observations about the people she encounters reveal deep connections that

soften the harsh realities of her environment.

6. Reflections on Politics and Identity: Amid the darkness, Zlata

 contemplates the politics fueling the conflict, expressing her confusion over

the division among people based on ethnicity. She voices a profound desire

for unity and peace over the divisive politics that have led to war, yearning

for an understanding that transcends labels.

7. Springing Forward with Hope: Despite the overwhelming despair,

 Zlata's entries hint at a clinging hope for the future. Her excitement about

potential publications of her diary reflects her aspiration to share her story

and the stories of those around her, suggesting an inherent strength that
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remains unbroken.

8. Enduring Friendship and Separation: The diary entries reveal the

 painful separations caused by the war, with friends leaving for safety and

the uncertainties of their fates weighing heavily on Zlata. However, she finds

solace in her memories and the love of her community, underscoring the

importance of human connection in the face of adversity.

�T�h�r�o�u�g�h� �t�h�e�s�e� �d�i�a�r�y� �e�n�t�r�i�e�s�,� �Z�l�a�t�a� �F�i�l�i�p�o�v�i��� �p�r�e�s�e�n�t�s� �a� �p�o�w�e�r�f�u�l� �n�a�r�r�a�t�i�v�e� �o�f

a child's perspective on the horrors of war, capturing her innocence, loss, and

indomitable spirit as she navigates a life reshaped by conflict.

Theme Description

Daily Life Amidst
Conflict

Zlata describes daily activities that serve as distractions from
the war, revealing an underlying fear.

Tragedy Strikes The death of her friend Eldin highlights the brutal realities of
war and deepens her sorrow.

War's Intrusion on
Joy

Zlata struggles to balance moments of celebration with the
dangers posed by ongoing shelling.

Resilience and
Despair

She expresses frustration over the loss of basic necessities and
reflects on the impact of deprivation.

Community Bonds Maintaining friendships and relationships helps Zlata cope with
the harsh realities of her environment.

Reflections on
Politics and Identity

Zlata contemplates the political divisions and yearns for unity
and peace among people.
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Theme Description

Springing Forward
with Hope

Despite despair, she holds on to hope for the future and is
excited about sharing her story.

Enduring Friendship
and Separation

The pain of separation from friends due to the war leads Zlata
to cherish her memories and community.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Power of Resilience in the Face of Adversity

Critical Interpretation: In the heart-wrenching entries of Chapter 5, as

you immerse yourself in Zlata's world, you are reminded of the

extraordinary resilience that blossoms even in the darkest times.

Imagine yourself being swept away by the chaos of life, where joy and

fear coexist as a part of daily existence. Zlata’s ability to cling to her

friendships, find moments of celebration amidst despair, and dream of

a future that transcends the turmoil serves as a powerful reminder to

you. It inspires you to nurture your connections and to seek joy despite

the challenges you face, encouraging you to transform your struggles

into sources of strength. Let her story inspire you to foster hope within

yourself and in your community, understanding that even amidst

chaos, you can create spaces for love, laughter, and shared aspirations.
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Chapter 6: 6

�I�n� �"�Z�l�a�t�a�'�s� �D�i�a�r�y�,�"� �Z�l�a�t�a� �F�i�l�i�p�o�v�i��� �c�h�r�o�n�i�c�l�e�s� �t�h�e� �h�a�r�r�o�w�i�n�g� �e�x�p�e�r�i�e�n�c�e�s� �o�f

 her childhood during the Bosnian War, as she struggles to maintain hope

and normalcy amidst chaos and destruction. Throughout the diary entries

from December 1992 to March 1993, she reflects on the impact of war on

her life, her family, and her friends, while also clinging to moments of

happiness and connection.

1. The Devastation of War: Zlata describes the catastrophic destruction

surrounding her, with friends like Braco losing their homes and cherished

memories, but managing to survive. The loss is profound; families are torn

apart, friends are killed, and the remnants of normal life are consumed by

flames and shelling. Zlata's letters reflect the overwhelming grief in her

community and her desperation for peace.

2. Acts of Kindness: Amid the horrors, Zlata finds hope in the kindness of

others. Braco's family finds refuge with Keka's mother, and Zlata’s own

family offers them clothing and support. The compassion of those around
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Chapter 7 Summary: 7

�I�n� �t�h�e� �p�o�i�g�n�a�n�t� �s�e�v�e�n�t�h� �c�h�a�p�t�e�r� �o�f� �"�Z�l�a�t�a�'�s� �D�i�a�r�y�,�"� �Z�l�a�t�a� �F�i�l�i�p�o�v�i��� �c�o�n�t�i�n�u�e�s

 to chronicle the harrowing effects of the ongoing war on her life and the

lives of those around her. The narrative reveals deep emotional turmoil and

the struggle for normalcy amid chaos, underscored by both personal loss and

shared grief. 

1. Personal Grief and Illness: The chapter opens with a reflection on

 Slobo’s deteriorating health since his beloved Doda left for Slovenia. His

illness, attributed to grief and the crushing weight of the war—an affliction

Zlata feels helpless to tackle—serves as a grim reminder of how war disrupts

lives. Her parents’ visit to the hospital reveals Slobo’s serious condition,

intensifying Zlata's compassion for her friend.

2. Stagnation Amid Conflict: As March draws to a close, Zlata laments

 the monotony and despair of their situation, likening their existence to being

stuck in the mud without assistance. She expresses a yearning for freedom

and the opportunity to escape, a sentiment that echoes the frustrations of

many trapped in the conflict—the desire for normalcy and safety is palpable.

3. Moments of Joy in Darkness: Despite the overwhelming sadness, some

 brightness breaks through the gloom. Zlata has visits from French

journalists, allowing her to briefly escape the despair of her daily life and
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engage in conversation that elevates her spirits. The impact of human

connection, even with strangers, becomes a vital counterbalance to the

darkness surrounding her.

4. School Life and Friends: Zlata shares her experiences starting school

 again, which provides a small semblance of normalcy. The introduction of

new classmates and subjects, along with the comforting presence of her

favorite teachers, reminds her of life's possibilities. Yet, the war has altered

the structure and atmosphere of education, showing how conflict reshapes

even the most fundamental aspects of youth.

5. Loss of Pet and Emotional Toll: The death of Cicko, the family’s

 beloved pet, deepens the sense of loss in the midst of already overwhelming

grief from war and the deaths of loved ones. Cicko's sudden departure strikes

a chord, emphasizing the devastating impact of loss, however small it may

seem compared to the broader conflict, reinforcing the idea of how the war

strips away the vestiges of joy and companionship.

6. Displacement and Refugee Crisis: Zlata reflects on the refugee crisis,

 realizing that many have lost their homes due to the war. She expresses

conflicting emotions about the influx of displaced families into their lives,

revealing the complexities of compassion amidst resource scarcity. Seka's

impending eviction highlights the broader tragedy of lives interwoven with

loss and uncertainty, reflecting the war’s relentless toll on personal lives and
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community structures.

7. Emotional Drain and Political Stupidity: As Zlata grapples with the

 absurdities of politics fueling the war, her insights underlined a fierce belief

in the futility of the divisions being drawn between ethnic groups. Instead of

bringing happiness, the political landscape only deepens her desolation and

anxiety about the future. The fear of becoming adults in a perpetual state of

conflict leaves her feeling trapped and contemplative about life's fleeting

nature.

8. Everyday Challenges in Wartime: The chapter continues to detail the

 seemingly mundane yet profoundly affected aspects of life during

wartime—a mouse in their home leads to comedic yet tense moments,

revealing how the everyday becomes intertwined with survival and strategy

in a world where dread is the norm. Meanwhile, her playful interactions with

family members and pets provide a counterbalance to the grim reality.

9. The Impact of War on Community and Relationships: Amidst the

 chaos, Zlata finds comfort in friendships and familial bonds, including the

arrival of new neighbors and shared meals. These moments of connection

signify resilience, underscoring how communities come together for support,

even in times of adversity.

10. A Sense of Hopelessness and Escapism: Towards the end of the
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 chapter, Zlata confronts deep existential despair. With resources dwindling

and hope diminishing against the backdrop of constant shelling, she grapples

with feelings of wanting to give up. Her longing for peace and the return of

her normal life reflects the universal wish for safety and normalcy in the face

of relentless conflict.

The narrative intricately weaves together the stark realities of war with the

resilience of human spirit, capturing the essence of a childhood transformed

by conflict, where moments of joy persist, yet are deeply shadowed by

sorrow. Zlata’s reflections serve as a poignant reminder of innocence lost

and the fight for hope and connection in an increasingly fractured world.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: The Importance of Human Connection

Critical Interpretation: In the midst of the chaos and despair that

permeates Zlata's life during wartime, her experiences with moments

of joy through human connection remind us of the resilience of the

human spirit. These fleeting encounters with journalists and the shared

meals with neighbors become lifelines, illuminating the transformative

power of relationships. This chapter inspires us to cherish the

moments we connect with others, even in our darkest times, and to

reach out to those in need. Your small acts of kindness and openness

to others can create a ripple of hope and solace, reinforcing our shared

humanity amidst life's struggles.
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Chapter 8 Summary: 8

In the entries of Zlata's Diary, dated between June 8 and August 10, 1993,

� �t�h�e� �a�u�t�h�o�r� �Z�l�a�t�a� �F�i�l�i�p�o�v�i��� �c�a�p�t�u�r�e�s� �t�h�e� �c�h�a�l�l�e�n�g�e�s� �o�f� �l�i�f�e� �a�m�i�d� �w�a�r� �i�n

Sarajevo, blending mundane childhood experiences with the somber reality

of conflict. 

1. Zlata begins by expressing mixed emotions about her academic life,

feeling happiness over an "A" in math juxtaposed with the unhappiness of

needing to study biology. The initial excitement of summer brings her

moments of joy, albeit tinged with the sorrow of missing friends and the

ongoing tensions of conflict. The return of a popular schoolmate, Ismar

Resic, is both amusing and a symbol of lost innocence, as she recalls her

childhood crush.

2. Zlata's narrative reveals the grim realities faced daily in war-torn

Sarajevo: the absence of electricity, water, and safety. She describes the

monotony of her life filled with rationed food and the emptiness of a school

that is frequently closed due to danger. Despite these hardships, Zlata retains

a sense of humor and childlike wonder, as seen in her excitement over

simple pleasures like receiving letters from friends or encountering a puppy.

3. The departure of Nedo, a cherished friend, deeply affects her, illustrating

the emotional toll of loss amid a backdrop of war. Zlata's writing captures
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not only her personal grief but also the collective sorrow of a community

witnessing loved ones leave or disappear due to the conflict.

4. Throughout the diary entries, Zlata expresses a longing for normality and

peace. Her reflections during her book promotion signify a brief escape from

the harsh conditions surrounding her—a moment that allows her to vocalize

the shared desire for peace and the joyful simplicity of childhood.

5. As journalists begin to take interest in her story, Zlata speaks to the

contrast between her life in war and the outside world, expressing frustration

at being compared to Anne Frank, thus highlighting her fear of their shared

fate. Despite the chaos, she maintains her hopes for a return to childhood

innocence, focusing on family and the small joys that punctuate her

everyday life.

Zlata's entries serve as poignant reminders of the resilience of childhood

spirit in the face of adversity, as she navigates the complexities of young

adulthood intertwined with the traumatic experiences of war, ultimately

yearning for peace and normalcy.
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Critical Thinking

Key Point: Resilience in adversity

Critical Interpretation: In Zlata's Diary, you are reminded that even in

the bleakest circumstances, the spirit of a child can shine through. The

way Zlata finds joy in the little things—a letter from a friend, a puppy,

or an ‘A’ in math—teaches you the invaluable lesson of resilience. It

inspires you to cherish small triumphs and joys in your life, regardless

of the challenges you face. When life becomes overwhelming,

remember Zlata’s ability to cling to hope and laughter; it encourages

you to foster your own resilience, to find light amid the shadows, and

to look for the beauty in each day, no matter how ordinary or difficult

it may seem.
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Chapter 9: 9

�I�n� �t�h�i�s� �p�o�i�g�n�a�n�t� �c�h�a�p�t�e�r� �f�r�o�m� �"�Z�l�a�t�a�'�s� �D�i�a�r�y�,�"� �Z�l�a�t�a� �F�i�l�i�p�o�v�i��� �g�r�a�p�p�l�e�s� �w�i�t�h

 profound loss and the chaos of life during wartime in Sarajevo. The

emotional weight of her experiences is captured in a series of reflections that

illustrate both the personal and collective tragedies faced by her community.

1. Loss and Grief: The chapter opens with the heart-wrenching loss of

 Zlata's beloved cat, Cici, following shortly after the passing of another pet,

Cicko. Her profound sadness resonates as she recalls the joy Cici brought to

her family during dark times. Despite the ongoing conflict and the larger

backdrop of war, Zlata's grief is raw and genuine, as she reflects on the

impact of loss in her life.

2. Struggles in Daily Life: As life in Sarajevo continues amid the

 turmoil, Zlata shares snippets of her daily activities, like receiving her

report card with straight A's and preparing for a piano exam. These glimpses

of normalcy are tinged with a sense of uncertainty and anxiety, reflecting the

struggle to maintain routine amidst the unpredictability brought on by war.
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Chapter 10 Summary: 10

�I�n� �t�h�i�s� �p�o�i�g�n�a�n�t� �c�h�a�p�t�e�r� �o�f� �"�Z�l�a�t�a�'�s� �D�i�a�r�y�,�"� �Z�l�a�t�a� �F�i�l�i�p�o�v�i��� �r�e�f�l�e�c�t�s� �o�n� �h�e�r� �l�i�f�e

 amid the turmoil of the Bosnian War, revealing the profound effects of

conflict on her childhood, family, and community. 

1. Disappointment and Resilience: Zlata expresses her frustration with

 the ongoing war and politics. The hope sparked by the anticipated peace

talks leads to disappointment when they are postponed. This cycle of

expectation and disillusionment amplifies her feelings of helplessness and

confinement within a chaotic environment marked by violence and

instability.

2. Struggles of Daily Life: The chapter highlights the struggles faced by

 Zlata and her family as they adapt to life under wartime conditions. The

rationing of electricity to just four hours every fifty-six hours triggers a

frantic atmosphere in her home, filled with unwashed laundry and unfinished

tasks. The scarcity of food, particularly bread, adds to their hardship,

illustrating the absurdity of their new reality.

3. Aspirations and Connections: Despite the grim circumstances, Zlata

 finds moments of joy and connection. She rekindles her friendship with

Alexandra, who visits from Paris, and exchanges letters with a pen-pal from

America. These interactions provide her with a glimpse of normalcy and
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hope, bridging her isolated world with the outside.

4. Reflections on Time and Growth: As the year drags on, Zlata reflects

 on the impact of the war on herself and her parents. She observes their aging

and the toll that the conflict takes on their spirits. While she feels unchanged

in some ways, the psychological burden of war weighs heavily on them all.

5. Nostalgia and Loss: Zlata reminisces about carefree times spent in

 Jahorina, contrasting the joy of her previous life with the destruction

brought by war. She recalls fond memories vividly, underscoring the loss of

innocence and the stark reality of her current existence. Invitations from

friends abroad remind her of the life she cannot escape.

6. The Ongoing Reality of War: The chapter describes increasingly

 intense shelling and violence, with shelling warnings becoming a routine

part of her day. The feeling of being trapped and the constant threat of

danger create a stark contrast to her yearning for peace and a return to

childhood joys.  A sense of despair settles in as Zlata grapples with the fear

and uncertainty of her environment.

7. Outreach and Global Awareness: Zlata's diary entries culminate in a

 realization of her role as a witness to the war. With the publication of her

writings, she hopes to share her experiences with the world, illustrating the

struggles she faces. Despite the overwhelming pain of her reality, she holds
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onto the belief that there are those who care and are concerned for her safety.

Zlata’s diary captures the stark dichotomy between childhood innocence and

the grueling realities of war. Through her reflections, readers are afforded an

intimate glimpse of a life interrupted by conflict, yet her spirit shines

through her words, embodying resilience and hope for a peaceful future.
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